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Copy. Z

S.1146-2. February 14th,1935.

Dear Sirs

ReC-M.Police Stationery.

Le Attached hereta is a quarto sheet letter-

head used in my office at the Royal Canadian Mounted Police

Headquarters, Ottawa, which bears the Coat of Arms of Canada.

ae As. the R.C.M.Police is a Police Force,

separate from any Department of the Government,under the

control of the Minister of Justice, it would appear correct.

for its letterhead paper to bear the regimental crest,rather

than the Coat of Arms of Canada.

3. I also: enclose a sample of the R.C.M.Police

crest which perhaps could be reduced in size, and it will

be appreciated if you will kindly let me know if there is.

any regulation which would prevent the use of the Police crest

on the stationery used in my own office at the R.C.M.Police

Headquarters,

4. It is not proposed that the R.C.M.Police

crest should be used on all the létterheads carried by the

various branches of the Force, but simply in the office of:

the Commissioner.

5e If there is no objection to the use of the

Police crest in lieu of the Arms of Canada, it is presumed

your Department would undertake to have a smaller crest made

than the sample enclased for use in replacing the Ayms of

Canada.

6. It may be added that it is intended that the

stationery used by all other branches of this Headquarters,
except the office of the Commissioner, will bear no crest,

either of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police or the Arms of
Canada, but will have a plain printed heading.

Yours. very truly,

The King's Printer,

Dept.of Public Printing J. H. MacBrien,
and Stationery, Commissioner.

Ottawa, Ontario.
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f
ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO BE ADDRESSED:

. THE COMMISSIONER

R.C.M. POLICE

OTTAWA

ROYAL CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICE
OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER

OTTAWA

REF. NG un cecetee c ceeetcceee ooe

000227



Your file No.S.1146-2. Ottawa, February 24rd,1935

Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act
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Copy. Z

KING'S PRINTER

(CREST).
CANADA.

Dear Sir,

Re R. C. WM. Police Stationery.

In the absence of the King's Printer, I

beg to acknowledge your letter addressed to him under

date of the 14th instant, with reference te the use of

the regimental crest on letterhead paper telbe used in the

in the Commissioner's office.

In reply I would state that so far as I

have been able to ascertain, there is no regulation pre-

venting the use of the R.C.M.Police crest, but it would

entail re-cutting not only the crest but the full embossed

letterhead sheet. Upon receipt of a requisition from

yourself this work could be undértaken. ,

If desired, a cut could be made of this

crest, which might be used on your printed letterhead

paper.

Yours very truly,

Sed. de C. Shipman,
Acting King's Printer.

Major-General J.H.MacBrien,

Commissioner,

R. C. M. Police,

Ottawa.
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Copye (

S1146=2. February 25th,1935.

Dear Sir,

1. Please accept my thanks for your letter

of the 23rd February with respect to the proposed use

of the regimental crest of the Royal Canadian Mounted

Police on the letterhead paper of the Commissioner's

Office (only).

2. Before proceeding any further in the matter,

can you give me any idea of the approximate cost of the

proposed change, provided, of course, it is to be under-

stood that all the present stock will be used up before

any change is made.

3. If you can possibly give me the information

I have asked for, it will be much appreciated, and if it

san be worked out under the following headings, it will

be of considerable assistance:-

(1): How much will be the approximate cost to
@ change the letterhead paper of the Commissioner's

office (only), as set forth in my letter to you

of the 14th instant?

(2) What will be the additional cost to make a cut of

the crest. used for the Commissioner's office for

use on the printed letterhead paper for all

branches, as. referred to in the third paragraph

of your letter now under acknowledgment?

Yours very truly>

J. He MacBrien

eS ; Commissioner,
The King's Printer,

Department of Public Printing

© and Stationery,

Ottawa, Ontario.
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Your file No.S<1i46<2.

/ KING'S PRINTER

(CREST)
CANADA.

Ottawa, Sth March,1935.

Dear Sir,

I beg to acknowledge your letter of
February 25th with reference to an approximate price
of a new die for your letterheading, and in reply I
would say that the cost of a chromium plated die would
be $44.00.

With reference to the printed letter-
heading for all branches, I would suggest that instead
of making @ cut of the crest, as mentioned in my letter
of February 23rd, they be printed on a modified offset
printing press which we have in this department.

Yours: very truly,

Sed. J. C. Shipman,

Acting King's Printér.

Major-General J. H. MacBrien,
Commissioner,

Royal Canadian Mounted Police,
Ottaw ae.
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GoeL2l9-d.

MEMORANDUM

l. File 626 of 1900, which was subsequently
brought forward to 470 of 1902, 88 of 1903, and 197

of 1904, shows the changes in uniform brought about

by Commissioner Perry from the 1889 Regulations.

2. The Report to Council recommending the changes

was made on the 4th August, 1900.

Oe The only reference to collar badges and cap

badges is as follows:-

" Proposed changes in uniform and kit:-

Adopt badge for general use on hats and caps. "

4. The Supply File for cap badges and badges for

felt hats is S.105 of 1901, and I have already written

to Messrs. Henry Birks & Sons, of Montreal.

G. T. Hann,

Departmental Secretary.
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November 10th,1938.

MEMORANDUM,

1. Paragraph 202 of the 1938 Regulat ions,
provides. for a cap badge for Officers, as follows:-

202. CAP. A buffalo head in silver surrounded
by a wreath of Maple leaves surmounted by a_ crown and underneath a scroll inscribed "R.C.M.P.TM
in gold embroidery.

Re Paragraph 200 provides. for a collar badge
for officers, described as follows:- ,

200. COLLAR. A buffalo head surrounded by a
: garter inscribed "Maintiens le Droit" ahd round— oo the garter a wreath of Maple leaves surmounted

by a crown with scroll underneath inscr ibed
"Royal Canadian Mounted Police" badge to be of

® gilt metal.

Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur l’accés 4 information -

Be Paragraph 238, describes the cap badge and
collar badges to be worn by members of the Force, in
these paragraphs it refers to the badge of the Force,
i.e. A Buffalo head in relief surrounded by a garter
inscribed"Maintiens le Droit"

4

in the same way.

Be Paragraph 300 describes those of N.C.O.er oo and men in the same way.

Ge In the 1909 Regulations, paragraph 1180
a defines the collar bad and Paragraph 1182 the cap badge@ for the Officers.

GH/L.

° The 1928 Rules and Regulations, paragraphs
269 and 271 describes the Officers badges, cap and collar,
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nat Royal Canadian mounted Police.

Ottawa, November 12th,1938.

Memorandum
PAD ED COD Oey > EDFDSE OD Cm cmOe ap EHP AD ED OCD GD OD OD

1909: Rules and Kegulations..
SO r 2 SP See Soeeanroeeraqe ea SBMOOm aac

1. in connection with the R.C.M.Police crest,

the following information may be found in the 1909 iules

and Regulatianss

BADGES. offen
1180. Collar - 4 Buffalo head surrounded by

@ garter inscribed "Maintien le droit’ and round

the garter a wreath of maple leaves, surmounted

by & crown with scroll underneath inscribed “Royal

NorthiWest. Mounted Folice.

1181. Badge to be of gilt metal for tunic, mess

jacket, scarlet and blue jackets and frock coats and

af bronze for field jacket.

1182 Cap ~ A buffalo head in silver surrounded by

a wreath of maple leaves, surmounted by a crown, and

underneath a scroll inscribed "“K.W.W.MePe“ in gold.

embroidery.

Ze NeC.0's and Constables - no description

is given of the collar badges, but simply the number and

the positien they occupy.

oe these regulations were authorized by Order-
in-Gouncil of the 29th of July,1909,
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if

Gi219—-1, 0 : -- November 14th, 1938.

Dear Sir:

l. . , I am looking into the history
of cap and collar badges worn by the Royal
Canadian Mounted Police, and as the records.
at Ottawa leave gaps at important points,
it will be very much appreciated if you will
kindly inform me if you have any record of
having made badges for the North West Mounted
Police prior to-190l.

2. In order to give you some idea,
I attach hereto a copy of a letter received
from you at this Headquarters dated June 3rd,
1901. The sketches or designs referred to
in your letter were returned to you on the
6th June, 1901. —- "

3. I shall appreciate it very much
if you can let me know if your file or: records
Still retain the designs of the badges referred
to. .

4. ‘If you have any designs of
North West Mounted Police badges (or buttons)

' prior te 1901, I shall also be grateful if.
you will let me see them. ,

Yours very truly,

Messrs. Henry Birks & Sons,
. Gold & Silversmiths,

Montreal, P.Q.

. G. T. Hann,
; 
_
 

Departmental Secretary.

GHYRW.

000234



e @

G.519-47.
0.44,

G.219-1.

Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act

Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur faccés alinformation

(7

_ November 14th, 1938.

.Dear General Perry:

le I hesitate to bother you
again, but my desire to get the facts of the

case igs my excuse.

2. . ox have been trying to
, find out from our records when the Force adopted

' the buffalo head and the motto, "Maintiens

le droit", as the crest and motto for the
Force. ;

3. - - Once again our files
fail us for the reason that the ones which

would help us were destroyed in the fire in

the Wést Block in 1897.

| 4. | The late Colonel Fred
White, in 1896, informed a correspondent at
Peterboro that the North West Mounted Police

at that- time had no crest on its official

forms or paper, but the Officers had a crest

for their private. paper.

5. Tt seems to me that the

buttons used on the tunics of the Force prior
to 1904 bore the buffalo head and the motto

I have mentioned, but I can find no definite
proof of this...

6. , Upon examination of the
buttons on ‘the tunics of members of the Force
about 1685, it is not possible to decide
whether they had a erest or not.

7. _ You were responsible
more than any other Commissioner for the
present uniform of the members of the Foree,

and I shall appreciate it very much if you
“ill .spare the time to drop me a line as to

when you consider the Police first adopted

or used the buffalo head as its crest.
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oe | | \3

8. If you can tell me what kind
‘of buttons the Police wore in 1885, and when
the change to the buffalo head was first made,
it will also be appreciated.

9. I suppose it is not possible
to say who first selected the crest. I can
find no trace of any Ordersin-Council about
it ° ‘

Apologizing for troubling you,

Yours sincerely,

G. T. Hann,

Departmental Secretary.

@ Major General A. Bowen Perry, C.M.G.,
6268 Marguerite Avenue,

oO Vancouver, B.C.

GH'RW.
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’ fe Or PAO easton gt
G.219-1.

Notes regarding R.C.M.Police Crest & Motto
SSeS Se FOOSE GCOeeSM DOB SGP SOS Des OSAGDGeEe2tTemMoOVIOsBoeoe

In February, 1935, Commissioner MacBrien

wrote to the King's:,Printer, asking if we could not

use the R.C.M.Police Crest, instead of the Coat of

Arms of Canada, on the letterhead used in the office

of the Commissioner at Ottawa.

The Acting King's Printer replied that he

saw no objection to the proposal for as far as he

knew there was no regulation preventing it, and

later it was arranged to use the crest in all Branches

of Headquarters. Copy of the exchange of correspond-

ence attached hereto.

Colone] J.W. Spalding was Deputy Commissioner

at the time, and he arranged with Reg.No.11123 Const.

W.W. Skuce at Headquarters to draw a new crest, which

is the one now in use at Headquarters. Copy attached.

The buffalo head in the former crest was not very

clear,. and Const. Skuce made a much better job of it

in the new crest.

In 1880, the buffalo had. been practically

exterminated on the Canadian plains.

The fire which destroyed our files in the

West Block occurred on the lith February, 1897.

There appears tocbe no Order-in-Gouncil

regarding the Police Crest.

There is nothing in the Regulations for
1889 dealing with cap badges or buttons, or the
crest or motto of the Force.

It is pretty certain that collar badges
came into force about the year 1900-1901.
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On page 56 of the First Annual of Scarlet

& Gold (Volume 1), there is a reproduction of an

etching by Constable Rae in 1891, showing the new

Police Barracks at Calgary, and it is noted that

the buffalo head and the words "Maintiens le droit"

were used, so that it would appear in 1891 that

the Force used the buffalo head and the motto.

Insofar as the buttons are concerned, the

North West Mounted Police simply had a buffalo
head with the word "Canada" above surmounted by

a crown. Under the buffalo head appeared a scroll

with the letters "N.W.M.P.".

The Royal North West Mounted Police had

an almost exactly similar button except that the

crown was a Tudor crown and the scroll bore the

letters "R.N.W.M.P.".

The present button (Royal Canadian Mounted

Police) has the buffalo head and motto surmounted
by the word "Canada", and a Tudor Crown above that.

The scroll at the bottom contains the words "Royal

Canadian Mounted Police", and the buffalo head

motto are surrounded by maple leaves.

The only outstanding differences between

the present button and the crest used on our

stationery are in the maple leaves surrounding

the crest and in the scroll bearing the words

"Royal Canadian Mounted Police".

Ottawa, G. T. Hann,
15-11-38. Departmental Secretary.
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ROYAL CANADIAN MOUNTED: POLICE.

Ottawa, Ontario.

16th November,1958.

Memorandum.

7.2 - ed

1. The only fyle so far found at this Headquarters,

which is of much use in this question, is fyle 857 of

1894, which was afterwards numbered 503 of 1896.

Qe In the above mentioned fyle the late Col. Fred

White, by letter of the 16th of April,1896, wrote to a

correspondent - Mr. A. S. Hay, box 383, Peterborough,

Ontario - telling him that. the North West Mounted Police

had no crest and motto for use on Departmental forms.
He went on to explain that while we had nothing of

the kind in connection with our official forms,

nevertheless the Officers had a crest for their

private papers, a copy of which was enclosed, which

was apparently published by Messrs. Henry Birk and
Sons, Montreal.

3e In 1901, fyle S.105 of 1901, shows that
Messrs. Henry Birk and Sons of Montreal made collar

badges, etc., for the use of the Force.

4. File S.105 of 1901, contains instructions

regarding the change from the Victoria Crown to the

Tudor Crown.

Ge T. Hann,

Departmental Secretary.
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ROYAL CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICE.

OTTAWA, Ontario,

16th No vember,1938.

Memorandun

1. The North West Mounted Police Collar Badge

(about 1900) had a Buffalo head, garter and Crown,

and was shaped in somewhat. the same way as the

collar badge of today, except that. it was slightly

smaller and was not flat.at the bottom, as it is

today. The badge itself was almost circular,further-

more the garter bearing the motto. ee ora than

it. is today. As a item of intéred word "Maintien"
was. included, which is a wrong spelling. It should
be "Maintiens"TM.

There was also a black collar badge for

the stable jacket.

Be The Royal North West Mounted Police collar

badge. (1904 onwards) was exactly the same as the 1900
badge, except that the scroll at the bottom bore
the words. “Royal North West Mounted Police", instead

of "North West Mounted Police".

There was also a black badge for the stable

jacket of the same type. The same mistake in the

spelling "Maintiens" also occurred.

de The present collar badge came into effect

about 1922, and is more or less flat at the bottom

where the scroll bearing the words “Royal Canadian

Mounted PoliceTM comes.

There were apparently no collar badges

prior to 1900, but the buttons on the tunics of the
members. of the Force bore the Buffalo head with the

word "Canada® on the scroll and the Victoria Crown

above it. Below the Buffalo head was another scroll

bearing the letters "N. W. M. BP. written thereon.

G T. Hann,

Departmental Secretary.
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ROYAL CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICE.

OTTAWA, Ontario.

November 16th,1938.

Memorandum

Questions regarding R.C.M.Police

crest and motto. ~

1. A search of the Searlet and Gold Magazine

reveals no reference to the history of the crest and

motto.

Re A search of the Annual Reports from 1874 to

1890 gives. no further information.

G. T. Hann,

Departmental Secretary.
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Gy21G65 — * 36th. November, 1938.

History of the H.GeMePolice Creat and motte.

* ‘
Dear SLY,

a I am having some research made with regard

‘to the R.C.',Police crest and motto which consists
of a Buffalo head surrounded by a garter, bearing

the motto "Malntlens Le droit".

Be So far, it has not been poss!ble to find
very mich from our records, largely, I believe,
becauss those fyles Ghich hicht have given valuable

information concerning this matter were destrmyed
» by fire in 107 in the Weet Block.

«Be 1% is pretty certain thet in. 1881 both the
_orest and motto, previously referre@a ta, were well
' Known in the Foree, but it was not much used at that

time; although the Buffalo heéd was likely shown on

- the brass button. The Officers utilized the full

_ erest and motto on thelr writing paper in the $O'ts.

4 Will you Kindly have your retordsa searched,
and Let me know if you have any notation of ef ther

the crest or motto previously mentioned, in ease elther

of them, or both, may have been authori zed by Ordere
in-Councl Le

: 8. oe It, is definite: $ nes the ‘ye99 regulations ‘of the
' Foree did not mention’ aither the Grest or the motto,
‘but, of Coursey subsequent regulations did,

Ss It seems ‘to me that it would ve quite eufficient
-4f the search in your records was confined to say, the

. years from 1875 te 1900, The Force was then known as
', the North Vest tounted Police.

cm Anything which you find it possible to do in
the matter will be very much appreciated.

Yours very truly,

The: clerk of the Privy Couneil,
; Privy Council, . , Se T,. Wood,

Ottawa, Ont. - . ".. + Commissioner.

CH/AB,
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G.219-3, November 16th, 1958.

The Officer Commanding,

"DepotTM Division,

£.C.h.Police,

Regina, Sask.

. R.o.M.Police Crest and Motto

1. Will you please see if you have in the

Buseum at Regina a tunic of the early daysfor a

@ member of the Force other than an Officer, and let

me have a déscription of the button used at that

time.

2. The North West Mounted Police, prior

to 1904, wore a button bearing the buffalo head

with a soroll above it with the word "Canada®

surmounted by a Victoria Crown. Below the buffalo

head appeared another scroll bearing the letters
TN.WMLP.", and I should like to know what kind

of button was used before that, and an early tunic

of any kind other than that of an Officer at Regina

might provide this information. ,

3. If you are successful’ in finding a
button, apart from the one bearing the buffalo

head previously described, please furnish a rough
@ sketch of it.

_ S. T. Wood,

GHA. Commissioner.
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G29) 1. L6th Hovember, 1938,

Gentlemen:

. le Referring fo my Letter of November 14th,
; with respect te cap and collar badges worn by the

North West Mounted Police in the old days.

2e Iocow find thet as far back as 1895, your
firm supplied stationery to Officers of this Force

in the West, bearing the crest and motte of the

& ¥Yorse., May I trouble you further to ask if by
any chance you have a specimen of that narticuler

create

© Yours very truly; .

Ge T. Ham,

‘Departmental Secretary.

Messrs. Henry Brtk and Sons,
Gold and Silversmiths,

HOUTREADL. Cuekoc.

. oa, Tt
oy ae

‘
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G44. 2ord November,1938.

‘Dear General Perrys

Le Usy I vefer to my letter of November

L4th and particularly to the fifth paragraph thereof,

dealing with buttons.

as We have been able to largely dispose

ef the question regarding buttons, and therefore I
should like to ask you not to bother answering that

part of my letter, unless you care to do 800

Se However, we are not certain as to what

kind of button the Force was using on its first march

or even sey in 1885, bat we are attempting te secure

@ this, .I merely hasten to let you know that we shall

likely secure this information, in order to prevent
you from going to unnecessary trouble. If, however,

you cere to mke any remarks, we shall, of course,

be ¥ery glad to heave them.

Yours sincerely,

| a TT, Ham,

@ | . Departmental Secretary.
Bajor General As Bowen Perrys, CelaGes |

6288 Yarguerite avenue,
Vancouver, BeGe

ez”

@ ad bits Lue
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G.21983, | |
082. , g3rd November, 1938,

Dear Golonel Safinders:

de You wii hardly remember me, and I
apologize gor bothering you but my desire to get

at the facts of the case is my excusds ~

Be We are attempting, at this Neadquarters,
some research into the history of the adoption, by

i this Force, of the Buffalo head and the motto

®@ "Naintiens le droit", aga its crest and mottos

de ; The Late Colonel Fred White, Comp~

troller at Ottawa, dn 1896 informed a correspondent
at Peterborough, that the North Yest Mounted Police,

@ a6 that time, had no crest on its official forms
or paper, but the Officers had a creat for their

private papers.

Se SO Wa should, of course, like to establish
who chose the Buffalo head and also the motto, and
when, if 1% is possible, and if you can possibly
furnish any information at all with respect to this,

it will be vaeyy much appreciated,

Gs ‘The Commissioner is, of course, avare
@ of the fact that I am writing you for this informe tion,

and therofore if you would iit mind giving us the
. benefit of your opinion we shall bea greteful.

@ | Yours faithfully,

G. Te Hann, :
Departmental Secretary. .

Colonel G. Be sanders, DeSeOey |
5014 Glendoe Roady _- ,

Galgarys, ALberta.
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24th November, 1938.

Dear Colonel MeGibbon:

is You will hardly remanber me, but I
had the privilege of

when you were Assistant Commissioner and I apologize

' for bothering you. My desire to get at the facts

| must plead my excuse,

meeting you once in Regina,

He

2 We are attempting, at this Headquarters,
.g0me research into the history of the adoption, by

this Foree, of the Buffalo head and the motto "He intiens
ie droit" as its crest and motto.

oe , The late Colonel Fred White, Comptroller
at Ottawa, in 1896 wrote a correspondent at Peterborough

‘that the North West Mounted Police, at that time, had
no orest.on its official forma or paper, but the
orficers da crest for their private paper.

Ae We are anxious, if we can, to establish
who chose the Buffalo head and also the motto, and

‘when the crest and motto wete brought into issue,

- and if you oan possibly furnish any information

at all with respect to this, it will be sincerely

appreciated.

5. ' (he Commissioner is, of course, aware |
of the fact that I am writing you for this information,

and therefore, if you will kindly give us the benefit

of your opinions we shall be taost grateful.

' Yours faithfully,

Lt. Cole J. Ae McGibbon,
1575 West 16th Avenue,

Vane ouvery Bale

we

Ge -T. Hom,
Departmental Secretory.
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421.963 .. 24th November, 19385

| Deer Major Hoodie:

=) It is not likely that you will vemember

me, but I had the privilege of meeting you once in
Ottawa when you came out fron Hudsons Bayymany years

| @8Q, and I apologize for bothering you now, but my

desire to get at the fects must plead my excuse,

2e We are. attempting, at this Headquarters,
some research into the history of the adoption, by

a: this Force, of the Buffalo head and the motto ‘waintiens
e le droit" ¢ as ite crest and motto.

“Be . The Late Colonel Fred White Comptroller
@ - at Ottawa, in 1896 wrote a correspondent at Peterborough

that the North West Mounted Police, at that time, had

no crest on its official forms or paper, but the
Officers had a crest for their private paper.

4 - We are anxious, if we can, to establish —

who chose the Buffalo head and also the motto, and

when the crest and motto were brought into issue,.

and 4f you can possibly furnish any information

at all with respect ' to this, At wit be sincerely
appreciated. .

4 So 5s '- The Commies jioner, ‘dep of course, aware
@ of the fact that Iam writing you for this Information,

and therefore, if you will kindly give ua the benefit

of your opinion, we shall be most grateful. —

_ Yours faithfully, |

Ge T. Harny

_ Departmen tal Secretary.
| Major ade De Koodie,

Box 238, .
Duncan, Bile

GH/L. .
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Dear Hajox Pennefather:

Le Ido not know if you will remember me,

but I had the privilege of meeting yau and Mrs.
Pennefather at Lethbridge, many years ago, in

company with the late Comptroller Fortescue, and

rany years Later met you again at-Ottewa. I apologize
for trabling you now, but my desire to get at the
facts must plead my excuses

2s We are attempting, at this Headquarters,
some research into the history of the adoption, by
this Pores, of the Buffale head and the motto "Maintiena

le droit" ag lta erest and motto.

Se The late Colonel Fred White, Comptroller
at Ottawa, in 1896 wrote a correspondent at Peterborough
that the North West Mounted Polica, at that time, had
no crest on ite officisl forms or papers, but the ~
Officers had a erest for their private paper. eo

4 We are anxious, if we can, to esteblish
who chose the Buffalo head and also the motto, and

when the erest and motto were brought into issue,

and if you can possibly furnish any information

at all with respect to this, it willl be sincerely.

appreciated.

Be The Commissioner is, of course, aware

of the fact that I am writing you for thie information,

and therefore, if you will kindly give us the benefit

of your opinion, we shall be most grateful.

Yours faithfully,

Gs T. Hann,-

Departmental Secreterye

Major P. We Pennefather,
Round Leke,

auance Albert, Sask.
Meh.

/
000251
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Personle

Dear Kejor Irvine:

‘Le ‘{ know you are a very busy many and

tT hesitete to bother you, in this matters but I
ahali appreciate it very much if you will, kindly

exeming any sabretache which may be in the Museum <-
@ I belZeve Colonel Constentine gave ue his father's
. and we sent it on to Regina - and see if there is

eny crest on it.

Be Tf so, WELL you kindiy have &, photte<
graph teken of the crest and send it to me pecsonallys.
428 We are endenyvouring to carry out some research —

@ with regard to the R.C,.u.Policecrest and motto. of .
course, full recognition will bes given to any assist-
ance you can find time to gives

de , A good photograph of any crest and motto

found on an Officer's sabretache would be extremely
helpful, and if you will have this sent to me personally,
I shell esteem it a personal favour.

5 ae Hoping you and yours are in the best of
® health, and with kindest regards.

Yours sincerely,

@ | , Ge. Te Harin,y.
Departmental, Secretury.

Superincendent f. H. Irvine,

Officer Comuzand ings.

"Depot" Division,

' Re Ce Be PoiLica,
_ Regine Saskatchewan.

fey ® | 000252
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ROYAL CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICE.

Ottawa, Ont. 25th. Nov. 1938.

By Order-in-Council of the 28th Avril, 1876,

the management of the Northwest Mounted Police

was transferred from the Department of Justice

to the Department of the Secretary of State

(the Hon. R.W. Scott).

According to the history of the Force by Colonel

Ernest Chambers, drastic changes in uniform, es-

pecially for the Officers, took place soon after

the Force came under the Department of the Secre-

tary of State. For example:- Soon after 1876,

Officers, equipment and uniform resembled that

of Hussar Officers. They had swords and sabretaches

and a letter has been written to Regina to ascer-

tain if the sabretache given us by Colonel Cons-

tantine has a crest and motto on it. If so, thés

will establish that the Officers were using the

motto and crest of the Force soon after the year

1876.

The Right Honourable Sir Wilfred Laurier did not
have. charge of the Force until the year 1896,when he
held it without interruption until 1910.

G. T. Hann,

Departmental Secretary.

GH/AB
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ROYAL CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICE “
"Depot" Division.

IN REPLY PLEASE QUOTE |

DIV. FILE NOw....c.ccesessecseseseeeeees

H.Q. FILE No..G0...2b9tGa Regina, Saska..Mova..22nd,..1958.

The Commissioner, Je 24583 W2038
R. C. M. Police,

Ottawa, Ont.

Sir: Re: R.C.M.Police Crest and Wotto.

l. ; With reference to your memorandum — !

of the 16th instant. I am enclosing herewith,

three buttons--a large and small, both of the

N.W.M.P. prior to 1904--and an earlier button

marked "N.W.M.P. Candda" with a Queents Crown

in the centre. I think the latter is one of the

original buttons.

e Might I state that the shoulder

button on the tunic of the late Commissioner

French has the same crest as the button prior

to 1904--the Queen's Crown, Canada, the~jBuffalo
Head and N.W.M.P.

(T.H. IRVINE) Supt.

Comméinding "Depot" Division.
THI/D.
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MEMORANDUM

G.219-5 e

@ The undersigned spoke to Mr. H.W. Doyle
(Telephohe 2323) of the Department of the

Secretary of State this morning with regard

to the R.C.M.Police crest and motto. He kindly

consented to have enquiries made in their .

records, and also in their library for any

information they may have upon this matter.

The undersigned also informed Mr. Doyle

that the Privy Council were doing the same

thing from their point of view also.

a

A
fe

Ottawa, G. T. Hann,

26-11-38. Departmental Secretary.
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OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF THE PRIVY COUNCIL

Ottawa, 26th November,1938.

Lieutenant Colonel S.T.Wood, _

Commissioner of the Royal

Canadian Mounted Police,

Ottawa.

Dear Sir,

Your letter of the 16th November duly

reached me, and I have been having a comprehensive

search made of the records of this Office to see

if there is anything in the nature of an Order in

Council dealing with the history of the Royal Canadi-

an Mounted Police Crest and Motto, but regret to inform

you that no such Order can be found.
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G.210-3. 0° .. «+ November 28th, 1938.

Personal

Dear Kajor Hill:
, , aan We have been attempting some

research work at this Hoadquarters with respect
to the motto and orest of the Royal Canadian
Mounted Police, and from a series of private

‘letters and. other means we are getting somewhere»
at. last..

. ‘General Perry, who lives at
6288: Marguerite Street, Vancouver, has kindly
informed me that he nas an officer's sabretache

a . ‘of 1877 which bears the buffalo head in silver
wn - and the motto of the FPoree, although the first

4 i woud is “Maintien" instead of "Haintiens".

TI have asked General Perry if
he would mind if you telephoned him to errange-
to borrow the sabretache and then have one of —

'- your ¢.2.5. men take a photograph of the crest
and motto, so that.we may have it on recerd here.

- 7 I hesitate to bother you in
this matter, but I shall appreciate it very
mmoh if you Will. kindly telephone the General
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and endeavour. to have the pliotoaraph taken
and | send it to me personally.

@ a a ° te. there is any expense in
connection with the matter, I shall be only

' too-glad to refund it to you if you will let.

me know what it is.

Sp nr I hope I shalt be able to —
et co réoiprocate” on ‘some. future occasion. —

With kindest regards,

@ So . - : ne ~ Yours sincerely,

Pooeriziontont C.H. Hill, NM. C., >
"Officer Commanding, ce

~ "EY Division,
' * < BRLC.M. Police,

: , Vancouver, B.C.

G. T. Hann,

Departmental Secretary.

GER.
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'G.219-8, | Oo HO November 28th, 1938.

Personal

ee . _.. Dear General Perry:

It was “extremely kind of you
_ to furnish me the information contained in your
'jetter of the 23rd November, and which to my joy

establishes definitely the point I was trying to.
make, and you have kindly shown that the crest
and motto were in existence on the Officers’

' gabretache of 1877. I sincerely thank you also

“for the expression of opinion that it was quite

probable that the motto and crestreferred to was

‘introduced by Colonel French who, as an Imperial.

_ Officer, was familiar with regimental crests. .

. Unfortunately, we are unable
. vo - to secure a copy of our Dress Regulations for

e _ any period prior to 1890.

The other information which
you have furnished respecting Messrs. Hobson &

sens, of London, England, will also be another

- avenue we can explore, and I am ever so glad
that we can place on our records that a former

Commissioner of the Force had in his possession
4 sabretache of 1877 bearing the motto and crest.

May t go ons step further,
and ask you to ‘be kind enough to allow Superin-
tendent Hill at Vancouver to-have one of his men
photograph the crest and motto on the Babretachs

in question. .
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4

Tam assuming that you will notmind his. doing this, and I am writing him today
asking him'to telephone you at some convenient
time when the sabretache might be borrowed and
the crest and motto. photographed, and the sabre-
tache returned to youe Lo

‘I am delighted with the information
you have kindly furnished.

Yours very truly,”

: “ T. ‘Hann,’ .
Departmental. Secretary. '

so Major General A.- Bowen P Perry, C.M.G.
_ 6268 Marguerite Street,

Vancouver, B. C.
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NORTH WEST MOUNTED POLICE.

NW. W. M. Police

Motto and Crest,

Information requested.

Re,

005 of 1896.

VocuUMeNT GISCIOSeO Min ee
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(Copy).

192. °

Privy Council

(Seal)

Canada.

At the Government House at Ottawa,

Friday 24th day of January,1890.

Present,

His Excellency,

The Governor General,

In Council.

His Excellency in virtue of the powers vested

in him by Chapter 45 of the Revised Statutes, intituled

eee An Act respecting the North West Mounted Police Force",

and by and with the advice of the Queen's Privy Council

for Canada, is pleased to make and prescribe the following

Dress Regulations for Officers of the North West Mounted

Police Force and the same are hereby made and prescribed

accordingly.

Sgd. John J. licGee,

Clerk,Privy Council.

The Right Honourable,

The Minister of Railways and Canals.
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(Copy)

Extracts Dress Regulations for Officers of the North- iLO
West Mounted Police.

aw Om Ge Ge Oe OSSe tee eee SESS SSS SSH PDS ewe nee eee ea

BUTTONS.

Gilt of special pattern - Buffalo head with "N.W..

MEP." below and "Canada" above. The whole surmounted

py @ Crown.

Helmet.

ocecceccseccellate ,l.W.M.Police, pattern (Same as
ornement on undress pouch.

A zinc button covered with white cloth is worn on

all occasions when the spike is not used.

Pouch.

Purple velvet, gold embroidered, N.W.M.P.pattern.

Forage cap for Field Service.

Blue cloth folding cap 4$ inches high with yellow
top and blue side flaps four inches deep, to turn down

when required. Gold French braid welts on cap and flaps

and at the front and back seams. Gold embroidered badge

of N. W. M. BP. pattern on left side.

Waist Plate.

Circular gilt plate 11/8 inches diameter, with a
Buffalo head in silver, burnished rim 1 7/8 inches in
diameter with the words "N. W. Mounted Police,Canada,”

on the outer circle in silver.

Pouch for Field Glass.

Black patent leather 5¢ by 2% inches on top, and 4
inches deep, to hold binocular field glass, gilt mountings

with the following gilt metal badge in centre of flap;

a maple wreath with a ribbon bearing the word “Canada”

surmounted by the crown above; the words “North West

Mounted Police" be, low, within the wreath an oval bearing

the words "Maintien le droit" encircling a Buffalo head

in silver.

Sabretache and Slings.

Black patent leather with three slings # inch wide
to match the undress sword belt. N.W.M.P.nadge in metal

on the flap.

Medical Staff.

waist Plate.

N.W.Mo.P.pattern.
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(Medical staff).

Pouch for Instruments.

Black Morocco leather with flap 6y-inches long
, at

inches deep with two stripes gold embroider
y, each =

inch wide round bottom and sides for the- Se
nior Surgeons

one stripe for Assistant. Surgeon, N.W.M.P.badge
 in metal on

flap.

Veterinary staff.

Waist Plate.

WeWM.P.pattern,

Pouch for Instruments.

© Black Morocco leather, 6% inches long 3 inches
deep NeW.M.P. badge in metal on flap

.
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Extract from the History of the

Royal North West Mounted Police - -

BY

Captain Ernest J.Chambers,

(Corps of Guides)

Printed in 1906 ~ Pages

150 and 151.

The original red coat of the Mounted Police as worn
by the force under Colonel French, was of the loose frock

or Norfolk jacket pattern in vogue in the army for some

years after the Crimean War, with cloth belts. The broad-

striped breeches, as at present, were worn, while the

head-dress for full dress was the white helmet, for undress

the small, round "pill-box" forage cap once universal in the

mounted branches of the British service. The original issue
of uniform also included long brown boots and a brown cotton

fatigue suit.

The officers' uniforms differed only from those of the

non-commissioned ranks in the addition of a light edging of

gold lace to the "frocks" and the wearing of military rank
badges. .

In his confidential report on the force in 1875, Sir

Selby Smith made the following reference to the uniform of

the force:-

tT like the dress of the Mounted Police, scarlet frock,

cord breeches, long brown boots and a brown cotton fatigue

suit, (better cotton than linen)- the latter when wet causes
chills and fevers; white helmet; the forage cap can be

improved, and also I prefer the tunic shape to the frock,

it is more "dressy* and the men take some pride in looking

smart. At present.there is a want of uniformity in the
‘dress. I an told the uniform lately sent is excellent, but I
‘hardly concur in the system of allowing officers to wear the

same as the men with the addition of gold lace - it may do

for service but I think a neat full dress should be adopted ,

not costly but such as they could feel becoming their

position in society. I believe the officers desire this

improvement. I think the simpler the adornment of lace the

better.

"Tt is suggested that the officers should wear swords (4)
which.have a great effect upon the Indian mind and a shoulder

belt with a pouch for field glasses. Indeed I think CGon-

stables should have a field glass, they are absolutely necess-

ary on the prairie; a great number of Indians and others
now wear them, and the police are therefore at a disadvantage

without this aid."

Shortly after this, while the Hon. R.W.Scott was
the ministerial head of the department, at the request of the

- ‘ tbe teosgt ted for theofficers, the tunic pattern of "coat" was adopte 000265
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non~commissioned officers and men, a most elaborate officers'

uniform being sanctioned at the same time. This included a

very handsome tunic of the hussar pattern, but of course of

scarlet cloth, and with the rich trimmings of gold lace

and braid bestowed upon the familiar hussar officer's blue

garment. Other striking features of this uniform were long

drooping plumes of horse hair worn in the officers' helmets,

and a sabretache literally covered with gold lace, the main

ornament being the corp's badge, as at present consisting

of a buffalo head surrounded by maple leaves, with a garter

underneath inscribed. with the corp's motto "Maintiens le Droit."

Of course gold lace belts were also worn. At the time this

uniform was adopted comment was made upon its exceptionally

elaborate and exvensive character, but it was represented

by the officers that smartness is especially required in the

early years of any corps to assist in the development of a

proper feeling of corps pride, and furthermore, that in this

case there was a special object to be considered in connection

with the uniform of the Mounted Police, namely, the

importance of creating a marked impression of the importance

and authority of the officers of the force upon the

receptive minds of the Indians. Owing to these arguments,

and to the fact that the officers themselves, who would have

to pay for the gold lace and plumes, had asked for them, the

minister gave his sanction to the alaborate uniform which was so

long worn by the officers.
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16th April,1896.

Dear Sirs

In December last you sxnt me a Post card,

which I regret to say got mislaid in one of my baskets, asking

me. to tell you whether the N.W.M.Police have a crest and motto

for use on Departmental forms, and if so to forward you an

impression of the die.

T am sorry to say that we have nothing of the

kind in connection with our official forms, but the officers

have a crest for their private paper, copy of which I enclose,

but I would not suggest your including it in your design of a

Military trophy for all arms in Canada, for the reason that the

Police Force is not a Military organization, and I know from

eo experience that many Militia Officers object to having the

Mounted Police included in anything as being part of the

Military organization of the country.

With apologies for delay in answering your

Post Card.

Believe me,

Yours very truly,

A.S.Hay, Hsq es
x 383,

Peterbor ough, Ontario.
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/ Peterborough, Ong.
TAS Hay, Cele April 19th,1896.

(Late Grand Trunk Rtly)
Member Canadian Society of C.H.

CONSULTING ENGINEER.

Office, Bank of Commerce Building, |

P.O.Box 3835.

-To Fred White, HEsq.,

Comptroller, N.W.M.P.

Dear Sirs

I am very much obliged to you for your letter

of 16th instant and crest enclosed.

I will note the suggestions contained in your

letter. As I had already concluded not to consider the

@&e force as part of the Military organization of Canada.

I have met with only fair success in collecting the crests |

of the different corps, as only a few have adopted a crest.

Thanking you most sincerely.

Believe me, Yours truly,

Sed. Tr. Ae Se Haye
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COMMISSIONER PERRY'S SERVICE: -
24TH, JANUARY 1882 TO 3lst MARCH, 1923

MINISTER OF JUSTICE in 1874 & 1875,

HON. A.A. DORTION.

IN 1876 & 1877 ONWARDS THE FORCE WAS UNDER
THE SECRETARY OF STATE

HON. R.W. SCOTT - SEE COL. CHAMBERS' BOOK.

ACCORDING TO LETTER FROM BRIGADIER CONSTANTINE,

avth. APRIL, 1934, FILE G.838-8, HIS FATHER'S

DRESS g SWORD AND SABRETACHE WERE ABOUT 1888 PERIOD.

THIS IS IN THE MUSEUM AT REGINA, SASK.

SERVICE OF LATE SUPT. CONSTANTINE :~

20th. OCTOBER, 1886 to Sth May,1912 (DIED).
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ROYAL CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICE.

G.21963, , OTTAWA, November 29th,1938.

Memorandum
ED Oe Eh > GD OD DS EE > LO >

1. Another fyle of interest, in this matter,
is S105 of 1901, entitled "Badges for service caps

and felt hats - Henry Birks and Sons",

Be The correspondence, on this fyle, begins.

with a letter from Messrs. Henry Birks and Sons to the
late Comptroller Fred White, dated June 3rd,1901, for-

warding three sketches of police badges, either for

service caps. or felt hats, but it is not clear which.
The sketches are not now on the fyle, and the undersigned

wrote to Messrs. Henry Birks and Sons hoping to get

some information, but up to the present we have re=

ceived no reply.

Se Later on, the correspondence deals

with collar badges, but the fyle cover makes no

mention of collar badges on the outside or back

sheete

4. A copy of the letter addressed to

Mr. T. Aw S. Hay at Peterborough, dated the 16th of

April,1896, is also on this fyle - see fyle No.857

of 1894, which has been copied and is now on fyle

Gedl9~-3,

5. Fyle 8.105 of 1901 begins in June of

that year and ends in December of the same year.

G. T. Hann,

Departmental Secretary.

GH/L.
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Memorandum regarding Crests and Mottoes
oe ewe me ee es 8 ee ee ee om

On page 56 of the first issue of "Scarlet

& Gold" (1919), is an etching by Constable Rae,
1891. This etching shows the motto of the Force,

and, also the buffalo head, ,but which has no

maple leaves or anything of that nature surrounding
it.

The following is an extract from the R.C.M.
Police Quarterly for April, 1937, page 283:-

" In the days of pill-boxes it was a crime

* to wear the stetson other than on fatigues or

" a lone patrol away from castigating N.C.0.'s.
" The pay was variously fifty cents a day, cut

" to forty cents for a spell and later boosted

" to the unheard of sum of seventy-five cents.

" In 1897helmet badges were issued for the

“first time “this for the troop which attended
the Diamond Jubilee of Queen Victoria.

Distinguished visitors to Banff in those color-

ful days included Sir Henry Irving the actor,

the beloved Ellen Terry, and the Duke of

" Connaught. "

73554

Write to Messrs. Hobson & Sons, 94 St. Martin's
Lane, London, England. This firm is believed to be

the one which made the first Officers ' badges and

crests and mottoes for their sabretaches in 1877.

brthigs
Write to the Manager of Heralds, London,

England, to ask if they have any registration or

record of the R.C.M.Police Crest and-Motto.
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A

Extract from "Scarlet & Gold", Jubilee Edition (1938)

Page 21

HOW THE BUFFALO HEAD C AME TO THE BADGE

OF THER. C. M. P.

One of the "Originals" who wintered at Fort Garry

©} in his reminiscences said: "The following spring we
started from Stone Fort (Lower Fort Garry) toward the

Cypress Hills, and when north of them in mid-September

saw thousands of buffalo." And the Assistant Commissioner

(Macleod, Asst. Commissioner, June lst, 1874) was so
impressed that he said he thought it would be a splendid

idea to have the buffalo head on our buttons. In his

report that fall he made this recommendation, to Head-

quarters and it was adopted.
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“EXTRACT regarding Uniform and Dress from "The Riders
of the Plains", by A.L. Haydon, (Pages 342 & 343)

The full-dress uniform as originally worn by

the Police in 1874, and for mny yers after, was a

very showy one. It was something like that of an

English dragoon, consisting of scarlet tunic, of the

loose Norfolk jacket pattern once in vogue in the

army, and without facings, grey (later blue) cloth

breeches with a broad yellow stripe down the side,

long brown riding boots, and a white helmet with a

glittering brass spike. For undress head-gear the

trooper wore the smart-looking "pill-box" forage cap,

which was at one time so popular in the regular service.

There was also provided a brown duck fatigue suit for

summer use, and for cold or wet weather a long blue

cavalry cloak and cape. In the winter the regulation

@® dress included fur cap, buckskin mitts, moosehide
" moccasins, and long woollen stockings. While on out-

door duth the Policeman was protected by a thick

buffalo coat, until this was superseded by one of

black Russian lambskin.

The officers' full dress was at first the

same as that of the troopers, with the addition of

gold lace. As a result of representations made to

headquarters a more elaborate uniform was sanctioned,

The commissioned ranks were now resplendent in a

scarlet cloth tunic of the hussar pattern, with hand-

some trimmings of gold lace and braid, and a gold

lace belt. On the helmet were long drooping plumes

of horse-hair similar to those of a Lifeguardsman,

while black "jack" boots, white gauntlets, a cavalry

@ sword, and sabretache richly ornamented with gold lace
heightened the effect. The sabretache was further

adorned with the corps badge, which consists of a

buffalo's head encircled by maple leaves, and bearing

the motto "Maintiens le DroitTM beneath. The breeches
were at first of yellow cord, then blue cloth, with a
yellow stripe running down the side. At about the time

the tunic coat was adopted, this pattern took the place
of the "ftrock or Norfolk jacket" type worn by non-
commissioned officers and men. It was considered to be
smarter and neater in appearance,
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bear Colonel Sanders:

de Tt was extremely kind of you to sand

ine your Letter of Hovenber 29th, and I appreciate

‘your coeoperntion and courtesy very much.

Ze The detaiis you. have so kindly given,
will be most helpful, and fills in some of the gang,

in our informations

Se ' JY ghall give your best regards to the

Commissioner, and have already taken the necessary

steps to rectify the error in the spalling of your

ram@®,. I em sorry, and apologize for having misspelt

it in my Letter ta you, although I knew the correct
spelling. There should be no excuse in the future for

misspelling it, either by me or anyone else.

4, Thanking you again, snd hoping you
' will long be sperea to enjoy your retirement, believe

Col.

Mes

Yours sincerely,

& T. Fs

Departwen al. Secretory.
Ge Es Tenders, CallGey Det eOey
3014 Glencoe Road,

_ GSolgerys Albertas

BAR vee
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“ ao

6,52 2nd Decamber,l938.

Pde

G,219 -3.»

. A

Remorendwus for, \

inspector Rivett-Cerme,

'-Renr Inspecter Riveti-Cconec:

: | de Tt quote below an oxtreet frem 2 personal
Letter recently raceived fran Col. Ge Be Ganders: \

*y noties my mame is usukily misspelt

eo in letters or references te me in the
@ ‘Ouarterly”. Coyld you nave this_

ey Peotifiead. Zt ie @ trifle, but the
whim of aa old mane My sorrect dea=

tgnation is Cole Ge NE. Sanders, C.eGss

NeSeOe"

Ze Will you kindly have this noted for
future preference.

Se tT amalso sending a copy to the Chia?
frensury Officer, so that any references to him on

his pension fyle my be correct in futures

Yours sincerely,

. |

é | | Gs T. Hann,
Reyartmantal Secratary.
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Ge81963 . 2nd ecorber, 1Y30.

Hear Major Bagleyi-«

- le Wo are mking some research into the
. hiatory of the Royal Canadian Counted VYollee ercst

and motto, and ap you vere one of the Originals who
mide the @arch across the prairies in 1874; may ©
ask you to kindly let me knew if a am correct in the

following untteri-+

1) ° Yho button on the tunie lasued to the
@ 7 orieinals bore simply a crown in the eentre of the
@ , butten and the wor manag” below it with the lottere

, "Nee ele” above. . 7 ;

a) ‘Subsequently the bu tons bor: the buffalo
head sith the word "Canada" above surmounted by the
Victoria Craw » weneath the buffalo heed anneared the.
Letters "Hes fa a Be

a 3). Soon after 1904, when the proflx "Ropal”
was granted aS 4 Soronation honour, the button ronda ined
the. sume with the execption that the Letters’ Jandernes eh
tie buffalo head were ahaiced to "ReWedeiei'e

4) In 1926, when th .@ nace of the force vas
changed to the Reyal Canadian ¢ ‘ounted .ollce, the button
bore the full crest of the Pore, | be ine the baf alo head,
surrounded by @ garter bearing the motto "Molntiens le
HYoLt" surcounted by the word eCauiada” and @ Yudor Crowns:
The opest also was SuUPrnioun ted by mnple leaves, and a.
seroll at the bottom contalned the words "Royal Canauian
Mounted iollce", which is of eourse the Orest today.

5) So vue Le for. the puttans of the NaneGonee
issloned Offieers and Gongtables. I believe the buttons
of tha Officers vore exnetly the sane as Biose of. the can,
excaot perhaps they muy have ceen made of a Little better
materiale

6) #$No eollar badgea were tssued to the wen
for zmmay yoers, ath: CAP hednet badgea had soon in use
in Reeser /& a7 ‘

2) ia for as £ have beon able to ascertain
here, the flrat of the eollor bedges wore Iseued iste in
L901, and were sade by Loury irks & Sons,.of “ontrool.

000281
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8) Insofar as tha erest of the. Foeree is
eoncerned, we. have information thet an oOffteer's

. sabreteche of 1677 was aderned by a buffalo head
“and the motto "Malntliens le Droit", and of course
wo hnve further informa tion of the erest subsa= —
quent to that date. My chief object in writing —

and ¢ollar badges, and if you happen to have ny
-information'as to who drew up the erest or chose
tie buffalo head or the motto "Maintiens le. or it

. which was used by Officers for many yoo res. on thel
stationery, uniforms and kit.

”

this matter will be sineorely appreciated.

@ . 7 Yours ve ry truly,

G.. . Hann,

Major Ff, Dagley,
Banff, Alta.

$ GH/AB

_ _ ;

you is to ask if you will kindly let me know whether

you agree with my statements resnecting the. buttons

ny

r

Be Any detalls which you may ‘be able to give - ‘in

Departmental’ Secreb ry.

000282
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{0

G_ 516-15.

Gel Ges, and December ,1938,

Dear He Turner:

: Le We heve been crerrying out some research

work, in connection with the crest and motte of the Force,
| and without attempting to hother you too much, I shall

‘appreciate it if you will kindly let me know if you have

any idea as to who eiose the Buffalo head and the motto
"Waintiens Le Uroit',

ee f hove enthered together some interesting
informetion as to about when the crest was adopted by

the Officers, put seo far I heve not been eble te find

anyone who has anything definite,as to who chose it.

® oe Commiasioner Perry suggésts that Colenel
) e} French, who knew all about reg imental crests was probably

responsible for it.

4a - Jt appears fren information already in

my hands that the crest formed an adornment on the

Officerts sebretache in 1877.4

5. i should much appréciate an exprsasion
of your opinion, or uy

Youro fuithfully,

@ | G. T, Hann, .
Departmental -Secretary.

John P. Turners Usdes -
LL? Cooper Straat,

Cthtiwe, Gnterle,

seg
aw

were cee

000283
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Apartment 104,

APSR ha
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G.21963% : 3rd Decenber,1938,

Dear Colonel NeGi bbon:

de It was very Kind of you to write to me
on Hovembor 29th, and to take the trouble to give the

details you hare kind ly furnished.

Ba 7 . These hove very largely filled in the
| gap in our story of both the buttons and aiso of the
crest of the Forces

Se. | ZI thank you onee again for you kind
heip and co-operat ion, and hope that you will long be
gpered te enjoy your retirement.

Yours Peithfully,

Depertmental Secretary.

975 Chilce ¢& Street,

“Vancouvery3,Ce

gees ot

000284
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ROYAL CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICE Le
"Depot" Division.

IN REPLY PLEASE QUOTE

DIV. FILE, NO. oonccecessseccsccsneeeeeseeettneeece - . Regine Sask. Dec. 3rd,1938.

PERSONAL:

My dear George:

I receiped your personal letter of

the 24th, and was indeed pleased to hear from the

sanctum-sanctorum, and to know that you are getting

along well.

These days we are all looking for news.

Rumours are not so numerous as they once were, but

we are all wondering who will take the Lord High Ad-

miral's residence on the corner of the Square. Prob-

ably before receipt of this letter the news will be
out. ,

I have had photographs taken of the

sabretache, but the crest was all polished therefore

did not come out very well in the photograph. I am

having another one taken so that it will show all L

detail, and will forward the same to you the moment

it is completed.

No doubt you received the three but-

tons I forwarded to you some time ago. One in part-

icular, with the N.W.M.P, the Queen's Crown and dprtinwse .
was very interesting.

I will Look over a quantity of the

stuff in the way of crests, have them photographed

and sent to you for record,

Sir Frederick Haultain sent me some

photographs justlatety, witch T have put in the >

Museum. One he thought was a photograph of A/Commr.
Herchmer, who is also wearing a sabre and sabretache,

but on close examination under the glass, I find that

the sabretache has an artillery crest upon it. There-

fore I am afraid it is probably a photograph of s

military officer during the Rebellion.

With best Wishes to yourself, Mrs. Hann

and the family.

Yours very sincerely,

GT. Hann, Esq., °

Departmental Secretary,

Royal Canadian Mounted Police,

Ottawa, Ontario.

0002385
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GeQlWGaSe | : . Sth December,1938.

| in

fe
Dear me oodig: |

de f/f | | rtws: yory kind of you to send me
your | Attor of Novemer 30th, and I thank you sincerely
for the information Lt sontaine, which wZll be of can«
sidervbi¢ asaiatance to ie.

a oo of | E trast that you will long be spared
te eniny your retirement, and I take this opportunity
or wis) ting you & erty Christmas and a most Prosperous

Youre sincerely,

Ge Te Hann,
Departmental Secretary.

Bo jor J» D.\ Boodie,
Ps Os Box B38,

KmCans, BeSs
ais
det fhe bymH

\
4 \
y \

\

vy
, .

base

4 \ ‘
hs

ve
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64

BGs Se 5th December .1938,

Dear Sirs

Le We have been doing same research work

into the history of the crest and motto of the Royal
Canadian Mounted Police, @ replica of which will be

seen 2b; the top of this detter.

at this Headquerters, that the first Commissioner of

the Force, Col. Ge Aa French, who efterwards beerme
Ma jor Ganeroal Sir Ge Ae Frenchy KC oblaGay 2% the

& termination of his services.in Australia, is the
Lg Officer who was rasponsible for drafting the crest,

and selecting the motto, somewhere between the years
hea and LE77«

: Re It is considered more than likely,

3s tf the surmise, in the prececding
paregraph is correct, there is a possibility. that
Colonel French, either on his return to England in

1876 or thereabouts, my have asked the College of
Arms or Heralds in London, to register the crest,

or he may have written from Canada, making such a

Tequest.

de We shall, therefore, very much mppreciate
it, if you can cenvéeniently, ave an enquiry made
at the above mentioned College to ascertain whether
they have any record of the crest of the Force, which

@& wag then known as the North West Mounted Pollce.
' Se if thore is any record of regiotratilony

we snould, of course, wary much like to secure fuli
particulers, and if there is any fee, will you kindly

yay it, on behalf of this Force, and sond mo an
account, in due courses

Yours very truly,

Se Tv. Wood y

Commiss Lorex «

The Secretary to the

High Commissioner for Canada,

Canada House,

Trafalgar Square,

London, Hngland.

GK, Soe

000287
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: Pickens
Ls

GaB1Gn3 | 6th. Decenber, 1935.

PERSONAL

Major . He. Irvine,
officer Commanding,

*Depet" Division,

‘Regina, Sask.

Dear Major Irvine:

It was very good of you indeed.

to write me on Dee. Srd., and to so kindly have

arranged to have the photographs of the crest

of the Force on the gsabretache at Hegina, taken,

and I shall look forward to receiving, then later

with creat Interest, og

Yes, thank you very much, we

received the buttons which you mention. These ON,
form a very important Link bn our chein of. evidence. f.

i should like to make one more
request of you, if ft may, and that Is: have you an
old«time helmet at Hegina, bearing a orest of the

. Force? If so, may TI trouble. ‘you further to have
it photographed also, and when that has been done, 7

I think it wild be the last trouble wo shall put ~
younto.

As far as out records go, it

seems the first helmet badges were issued about

1897, and if we ean secure a photograph of one,

we shall indeed, be grateful,

By this tine, jyou wlll know that
Asst. Commissioner 0. U. laNauze is coming to you.

Thanking you for the trouble

you have so kindly taken, and hoping that you will

be able to furnis sh us with a photograph of a helnet

badge. :

“with every godd wish to | Mrs,
Irvine and. yourself and family,

Believe Me,

Yours very sincerely, -

. Depart .ental Seti poooss



onan tea tod nh sn norman

L.H. 3A

ROYAL CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICE bb

"Depot" Division.

, IN REPLY PLEASE QUOTE

DIV. FILE No... cccceccccceseseeeeneues

H.Q. FILE No...G.r..8@b 9780... Regine, Sasks..Dec...6th,...1938.

“PERSON«L:

|

|

My dear George:

I am enclosing herewith, photo-

graphs of the crest on the sabretache, which.

is a considerable improvement over the first

one I had taken and, as you see, gives all the

details.

If you wish any more of these

photographs, please let me know and I will

have them completed.

Yours very ngerely,

GeT. Hann, Esq., ,

Depertmentel Secretary,

Royal Canadian Mounted Police,

Ottawa, Ontario.

000289
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G.319-3 re _ %th. December, 1936.

Dear Si Ly

Le Referring to uy letter of the Bth. Dec.,
with respect to the history of the ereat and motto

of the BLC.M.falice.

Ze t have been informed recentiy thet Messrs.

Yobson & Son, C4 Street, Martin Lene, London, Eng.,

is the firm which made the first Officers'badgesand

erests for their sabretcches in 1877, and 1% will
‘@ be very much appreciated if you vill kindly let me
a know if this firm is still in existense.

Yours very truly,

a, iS. T., Wood,

The Secretary to the High Counissioner.
Coumissioner for Canada, Be

= Canada House, —

@ Trafalear Square,
: London, Eng.Gi/s8

000290
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(8

Ge Sl Pea7, . @th December 1938,

Dear Sirs -

1, Z thank you for your Letter of
December 4th, and for.the efforta you made in
keeping the picture "Heart of the North" within

_ reasonable limits.

"Be I quite understand that you cannot
have your .own way ‘in avery Atom of detail.

Be me, I wish you guceeas in "s Susannah of
the Founties"

-@® 4e With regerd ‘to the motto of the Force,
‘Painticns le Droit", we are still having research

made regarding the motto and erest of the Forca,

and at the present time I shall not say more thanys

it is mown that the crast and motto of the Pores

practically og lt is today, was worn by Officers

of the Pores on their sabretachs and also on the
field glaus pouchy 7. 1S 7?

De Ag you no doubt know, collar budgas,

nearing the crest and motte of the Force, were not

worn until about the yaer 1900,

Gs Insof.ur as the helmet badge is con-

cerned, We are endeavouring to secure & photo~
. graphic copy of this, which was used for the fizet . Mex
@ time in 1897. Ast dren, ( pec be fd Lppd ptielin, Lo fe co

, . Oh arny bade C. “ Ml Oy pg! bbe

Ve I quite realize that this information
is rather scanty, but it may fill your needs for
the presents

Ba ‘Thanking you for your kind wiahoe for
Christms and the New Year, which are heartily re-

ciprocated,

Yours very truly,

Se Te Wood,

Coumise loner,
H. Bruce Ce Carruthorsy Esdes

5165 So, Wilton Placa,
Los Angeles, Cr lifornia,

Use Se Ae
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"Eh" DIVISION.

C.1.B. lo

LH. 3A

ROYAL CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICE

IN REPLY PLEASE QUOTE

DIV. FILE No... ceeeeecscseeveees

VANCOUER, B.C.

H.Q. FILE No..... 224973 ec uaceeeta tees December 8th, 1938.

PERSONAL:

GeT. Hann Esq., M.B.G.,

Departmental Secretary,

R.C.M. Police,

OTTAWA, Ont.

Dear Mr. Hann:-

Superintendent Hill is at

present absent from the City on duty. Before

he left he shewed me your personal letter to

him, and requested me to reply to same, when

the photograph you asked for had been completed.

General Perry kindly loaned us

the N.W.M.P. crest of 1877, taken from an

officer's sabretache, and Corporal Haywood of

the C.I.B. here, took a photograph of it.

Enelosed herewith are two prints

from the negative, which shew the crest and

motto very plainly, and I trust will be suitable

for your purpose. The photo is approximately

natural size.

No expense was incurred.

| § Yours sincerely,

000292
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710

Major . H. Irvine,
yg officer ComuandL ns ,

R.C.5,Folice,

"Depot? piviston,
Regina, Sask.

My dear Rajor Irvine :~

iowss delichted to received

your letter of the 6th. enclosing threa phato-

sraphas of the crest ef the Foree on the ssbre~

ue che *

These photographs are very
important, and I thank you sincerely for the

trouble you hive kindly taken.

ip I om reciprocate at any

‘time, I-do hope you Will not hesitate to ask.

. . With best wishes te you and

Ves. Irvine,
~

Believe ne,

Yours sincerely,

000293
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‘

tog 
|rd lwet

Ge 575al,

Ge 21903. 9th December, 1958.6

Merorandun for,

Inepe %. We Vateon,
Officer in charge,

Finger Print Section,

Dear Inspector Vetsons

i, I am doing some investic-ti thig inveatic.tion for theCommissioner, respecting collar badges, cbc. mn hor the
2. WiLL you kindly have a negative made
of each of the twa collections of badrves and buttenclosed, herewith, and heve six prints ar each mde
returning all to me in due courne, ,

oe aned ape tty : rRO collsct ions oF buttons
1, 4 ae property, but belong to Lr. Bertran

Fauvel, it will be apprecinted if you will take every
care of therm

Ay The Commissioner is avare ol iTeo ware of my meking
this request, and hes approved of it.

5, if possible, I should like the phote-
graphs te be of the same size a5 the orisinals,

Ge Ts. Hann,

Departmental: Secretary.

000294
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Iv

| G621963 Leth. December, 1956.

Personal.

Dear Captain Irish, ©

I thank you sincerely for your
letter of December Sth., forwarding me the phote-

graph of the crest on the sabretache, now in the

possession of General Perry.

I shall write to General Perry
thanking him,and also to Superintendent Hill,

end f shall appreciate very much if you will

kindly thank Corsoral Haywood for me,

Last, but not least, I thank
you sinecrely for all the trouble you have

taken, and I hope thet if I can reeiproeste

at any time, you wil not fail to ask me.

Again, thanks very much.

Yours sinverely,

Captain G.W. Fish,

Ga /AB

ReCiM.Police,

Vancouver, B.C.

Departmental Secretary.

000295



Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur Vaccés a information

ie

Ls» : - Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act

G.219-3. | : December 12th, 1936.

‘Dear General Perry:

We have now received the
photograph of the motto and crest taken from
the Officer's sabretache in your possession,

. and we are delighted with it, and in ease you

: - . have not been furnished with a copy and would
& ot like to have it, I enclose one.

This is very much like the
photograph of a similar crest secured from
our Museum at Regina, but yours has the ad-

. vantage of dating from 1877, only three years

. after the inception of the Forae.

Thanking you again for all
your kindness, and wishing you a very happy

Christmas and a most prosperous } New Year,
beiieve me, .

Yours sincerely,

fr General A. Bowen Perry, C.H.G.
6288 Marguerite Street,

Vancouver, B. C.

G. T. Hann, . .
Departmental Seeretary. -

GHERW
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-

 

i
d

“), December. 12th, 1938."

Dear Major Hill:

I want to thank you sincerely —
for. being’so Kind as to ask Inspector Fish to
arrange for the photograph of the crest and —

“.motte of the Force on the sabretache in the — .
BF possession of General Perry, whieh dates’ back |

BO NBR, EU

Captain Fish has ‘kindly sent 7 .
‘nme the. photographs, and they are excellent,
and.I have a'sked him to. thank Corporal Haywood.
for his work. I am“also much obliged to Captain ~~

I should also like. to take’ this’
‘opportunity to thank you personaliy for your...

. (Kindness in this matter, and if you ever find
~. - "that IT ean assist you. in any way, please do”. ‘.

pot hegitate to ask. 90 7

BH. ‘HAL, MOC 3

Z again thanking you,

Yours Sincerely,

icer Commanding, -

Y.C.M.Police,
Vancouver, .B.C., | -

(. 0. Hann, -:
Depetterital Secretary. _

WAYRT EP
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os

x

4,

as

‘December. 12th, 1938.

Menorandum ‘for:
Inspector We We. Watson,

- Tf/e. Finger Print Geotion.

-2. Attached are “two "photographs of the
erest and motto of the Foree, reproductions

from actual crests on officers* sabretaches
of the old days.

2. -In connection with the research we-
‘are earrying out for the Commissioner, I
would like togscure new negatives for these.
photographs. and one dozen prints of each. Oe oo

| «GEIRY, 7 Departmental Seorotery.

~ 000298
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coPpY oF

FILE 92 of 1880.
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-- TT

Copy of File 92 of 1880

No. Name ° Subject

92 Supplies 1880-81 Uniform Buttons

Messrs. Maynard Harris & Co.

50 gross large Buttons Buffalo Head

20 " Small " *

20 " " " N. W.M. P.

e

©

®

e

000300
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48

Copy of File 92 of 1880

Date of Page on letter

Letter & Receipt, Action or

1880 Telegraph Book

Feb. 23 Memo to Mr. Creighton asking what 302

quantity of uniform buttons he has

on hand.

" 25/26 Reply none but that he requires
6 gross for clothing already made up.

" 26 Letter to Maynard Harris & Co. 518

ordering buttonsas per opposite page.

Mar’.10/24 Letter from Maynard & Co. acknowled-
ing receipt.

Apl. 12 20 gross buttons small NW. M.Police

received.

" 13 Buttons sent to Mr. Creighton. 631

" 22 ) Invoice of balance of buttons received.

May 7 )

Aug. 13 Bill of Exchange sent in payment of A/C. 466

000301
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7 A

G.6Q01=4.

MEMORANDUM

a

| l. The following Departments of the Federal

| Government have kindly made searches for information

respecting the Royal Canadian Mounted Police crest

and motto:-

(1) Privy Council - No evidence.

(2) Archives - No evidence.

(3) Secretary of State - No evidence.

@ (4) Secretary of State Library - No evidence.

(5) Department of National Defence - No evidence.

e 2. Most of these searches were made at the request
of Mr. H.W. Doyle, of the Secretary of State Department,

as a result of our letter to that Department.

3. Of course, the search in the Privy Council was

made at the request of the Commissionsr, but Mr. Doyle

is responsible for those made in the Archives, the

Secretary of State filing system, and the Secretary of

State library, aswell as in the Department of National

Defence.

4. Mr. Doyle suggests that we might visit the
@ Parliamentary Library, and ask them to let us see what

records they have on the matter, if any.

@ 5. We have already written to the College of
Heralds in London.
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g

-o-

late 1874 and I would be inclined to think

that the crest was edonted soon afterwards.

At Christmas that year, Crozier ornamented

the entrance to the berracks with a motto

ates, and is it not vossible that a, suitable
crest mey here come un for discussion at that

time? Crozier's Christmas motto read: "The
Pioneers Of A Glorious Puture."

I am indeed sorry that I eannot throw
more light on the subject. Such little as
I have been able to give above is Zor the use
of the Force records only. I find thet eon-~-
sidereble valueble information given to the
late Sir James l'acBrian was used by FPeatherstonhaugh

in the book he nublished a year aro.

JPT/aM
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%

G.219-3. 14th December,1938.

Dear Sir:

1. It was very kind of you to send me your

letter of the 13th December, in connection with the

motto and crest of the Force, and I sincerely thank

you for the trouble you have taken.

ae The opinions of Commissioner Perry and

Colonel Sanders and others differ with that expressed

by you, and I think you will agree that if the crest

was adopted soon after 1874, which is what we think,

it then would have been during Colonel Frenéh's

commissionership.

3. Some time when you have a few minutes
to spare and you are coming this way, I. should esteem

“ita favour if you would tell me what information

you mean was disclosed to Mr.Fetherstonhaugh.

4. Thanking you once again for your kindness

and hoping that if I.can be of any service to you,

you will not fail to ask me.

Believeime,

' Yours sincerely,

J. P. Turner, EHsq.;

117 Cobper St.,

Ottawa,Ont.

000304
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me “Tt

& Banff. Alberta. 9%

’ Your Ref.No.-G.219-3 15th. December .1938

From Fred A.Bagley

To GeT -Hann, sq. ,M.B oE.

R.C.M.P.,O0ttawa.Ont.

Dear Sir:-

In reply to your letter of recent date asking for

information re buttons,étc.,worn by the "originals" of the

Force,I beg to say that it is rather difficult to remember

all the little details of the uniforms of nearly ©5 years

s AZO.

@ However;attached hereto is a description of the uniforms,

etc., issued in 1873 and 1874,which,I hope,may be of some use

to you.

“You,of course,have access to the files in the record

office,and I have no doubt that your statement as to changes

in the crest,collar badges,and motto of the Force,etc.,as

correct - except that,as we were at that time under the

® Militia Department for administration purposes,our buttons

were all of "Canada Militia" pattern.

I cannot say,at this late date,when the

first "N.W.M.P." buttons were issued.

I have been under the impression that the "Tudor"

crown was taken in to use before I left the Force in 1899,

but I am,most likely,wrong in this.

Helmet plates were issued,and worn for the first

time,by the Diamond Jubilee Contingent in London England in

the year 1897.

In those old days of '73 and '74 very little

attention was given to the matter of smart uniforms, the

apparent policy of the authorities being to unload their

surplus Militia uniforms and equipment on to us,

The completion of the '74 march found our 000305
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Bagley ( 2 ) Document divulgué en vertu de la Be alinformation

uniforms little better than rags and tatters,and we were

under the necessity of buying clothes for ourselves at the

H.B.Co's trading posts,and later on of making our own ’

from deer skins purchased from Indians.

~ (1)
You may,perhaps,find the undermentioned

copies of entries in my diary both interesting and amusing:-

"14th NOVEMBER, 1274(Sat.) - I rode out to the hay field

(from camp on Snake Creek)this morning and had dinner

there. After dinner Sergt. C.Thompson and I walked

several miles,through deep snow,from camp to Barracks(?)
On arrival there found that my toes were frozen,

28 degrees below zero. Tough on the men cutting hay in

the snow covered swamps. The "uniform" of Trumpeter

Fred A, Bagley,of the North West Mounted Police Force at

the present moment ‘consists of rough red shirt; with
moleskin (barndoor) trousers;brogan shoes,and long stockings

all miles too big for him,topped off with a disreputable

nelmet. Ichabod, The glory has departed",

(2)

® " 7th JULY.1875 = General parade of "E" Troop for inspection
by Colonel French. The Troop,for this parade,donned

their best "uniforms",which consisted largely of deer

skin jackets and trousers,all profusely befringed; large

fur (fox) caps,the fox tails hanging down the backs of
the men wearing the caps;with here and there through the

ranks a remnant of a scarlet tunic showing.
Colonel French rides to the parade ground,accosts

one who appears to be the chief bandit,and indicating

the "E'' Troop ragamuffins enquires :-" What is this
Captain Carvell ? ",and is answered with "My Troop Sir,

paraded,as per your orders,for inspection by you ."

One fierce look,and a hasty "Good G-B-" from the Colonel,

@ and then whirling his thorouhbred mare he is off like a

shot. The parade is immediately dismissed."

I am sorry that I cannot add very much to the knowledge

already possessed by you.

Yours faithfully

Hh 0 Oke |

000306
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N.W.M P1874. 
a

Dress of Officers & other ranks,

In the year 1874 there did not appear to be any distinctive dress

or uniform for Officers. Many of them wore the uniforms of the
various Militia units in which they had served prior to joining
the Force,and they presented a slightly nondescript appearance: on
parades For instance:-Major Walsh wore a short,dark blue cavalry

jacket trimmed(frogged)with braid. After 1874(I do not remember
the exact date)a scarlet Hussar uniform was prescribed for Officers;
the tunic trimmed(frogged)with gold braid;the sword belt and slings

thereof,and the cross belt and pouchrz richly gold embroidered. (The
sabretache was of black patent leather,with a silver buffalo head,
and the motto of the Force thereon) This was topped off by a white
helmet with plumes of various colours = according to rank. The

undress uniform for Officers consisted of scarlet patrol jacket

trimmed back and front with gold braid. The forage cap("pill box")
was of blue cloth,trimmed with gold braid.

N.C.O's and men,

TUNIC:- Scarlet"Norfolk" jacket,without facings or trimmings , with NS

‘ open, rol}collar, two breast pockets,and two skirt pockets
lined with heavy moleskin. White collar and black tie.

@ FORAGE CAP:- Blue cloth("pill box")with white band and button.
No gold lace(except chevrons and rank badges)was

®@ worn by N.C.O's in 1874.

HELMET:- Cork.White.No spike or front badge.Leather chin strap.

PUGRI:- Of yellowish,muslin like material,wound several times

around the helmet,with loose ends hanging behind the head.

QOVERALLS:- Dark blue cloth,with double white stripes down the

outside seams. (Military Train. )

CLOAK & CAPE:- Dark blue cloth,lined with scarlet serge. English

cavalry style.

| FATIGUE JACKET:-Of unbleached cotton,with "Canada Militia"brass

@ buttons. :

SADDLE:- "Universal",British Army pattern,

CARBINE:= Short Snider Enfield.

SIDEARMS:= Adams Revolver.

LANCES:- A special Troop,organised temporarily,carried lances during

part of the march across the Great Plains in order,apparently, |

to impress any Indians we might meet.

FLINT & STEEL:-Nearly every man carried flints and steel in his "fire

bag"during the early aays of the Force. This was

not an "issue",and was voluntary on the part of the

men,

NOTE:- We '74 men wore "Norfolk"jackets - as stated above ~ but when
we arrived at Dufferin we found the '73 men ("A"TM "Bt & "CH
Troops)wearing scarlet serge frocks with dark blue cuts and
collars,with "Canada Militia" brass buttons, This was the
uniform of the Toronto Military School. During a few years

immediately rollowing the year 1874 we were issued,at various

times riding preeches of (1)grey tweed; (2)Buckskin; (3)Bedford

cord; (4)Moleskin, Also,at one time our overalls were of Horse
Artillery pattern,with broad red stripes,and black leather

strapping.
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oO. Gye19-8. | Ds a. December 16th, 1938.

Menorendui ‘fort

‘Inspector: W aH. ‘Watson, oo
-, T/¢ Finger Print Section,

Ottawa. |

” a. . I enclose samplé of buttons and
- =. epests of the Force which the Commissioner

desires to have photographed. :

Be will you please ave a negative
‘wade and furnish twelve prints of about
the same size as the attached gample.

t

ee a G. f Hann,
§$ - Departmental Secretary. .

ri - ‘ ste st os : ‘ : . ae foe

* ceepenen | ae
ema. 9 Ce ed Be

000308 .
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ayrr 1]
OFFICE OFTHE Pp, 267/HC/38. .

HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR CANADA,

CANADA HOUSE,

LONDON,S.W.1.

19th December, 1938.

Dear Sir, 43067 ZGEC3iS6
‘I have received your letter dated 5th December

No. 110692 reference G.219-8 regarding research into

the history of the Crest and Motto of the Royal

Canadian Mounted Police.

®@ : In reply I may say that I have had pleasure

in taking up the question raised in your letter with
the College of Arms in London and I shall forward

any information received from that authority.

Yours very truly,

a ,
@ The Commissioner,

“Royal Canadian Mounted Police,
OTTAWA,

CANADA,

“

000309
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ge vo \

Ge Bln . . my ‘20th. Secenber, 19 G5 «

Deer Hajor Bagley

i. tt was! ‘very ki: of you, “indeed, te -
take alt the trouble you aid in sending me your
letter of Deter aber Asth.

Be. . appreciate your ‘Kind assistones
@ - 0. very ntaeh ». and: the details you have so kindly far-
@ nished. wilt rth An largd. ‘Raps in our: ‘roeords.

3. You have particularly ‘cleared up the oo
question ‘at the helmet: whi ch’ has assisted me very. :
much.

hg ‘Labing you : a. very he pry chit otras
and a most prosperous 1938, - Thanking Fou one.
again, end hoping thet you wilt dong be SPAT red:
to: enjoy your Fetirenent,

Yours faithfully, : ng

. “ a.P. Hana, co ;
oa, alte vepertuental. Secretary. /

a ~ (P.O. Box 435) | i

000310
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bsp yt et

“we orrice oF THE R, 267/HC/38.

HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR CANADA,

CANADA HOUSE,

LONDON,S.W.1.

22nd vesemer 1988.

Déer Sir, 4186 JAN S= 49

In reply ‘to your letter dated. 7th December
No. 111914 ref. No. G. 219-3 regarding the history of the

Crest and io Eto of ‘the Royal Canadian Mounted Police,

I may say that the . firm of Messrs.Hobson & Son formerly

of 94 Martin ‘Lane, ‘London, ig still in existence and is

now known. as Messrs. Hobson and Son (London) Ltd., Head

@ _ -° Offiee 154-164 Tooley Street, London Bridge, S.E.1.

This Company which was founded in 1850 is

"well-known aa,a firm of Army, Navy and Police Clothing

Contractors, Hat and Accoutrement Manufeeturers ete.,

and has a West End Branch at 1-5 Lexington Street,

Golden Square, Londen, W. (Telegrams + "Embroilance,

Picey, London"). | |

/ilessrs.
The Commissioner,

@ Royal Canadian Mounted Police,
Ottawa Ontario,

AN ADA

000311
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~2-

Messrs.Hobson & Sons are on the War,

Admiralty and Air Force Lists as Government

Contractors.

Mr.Donald Brown of Messrs Hobson & Son

advises me that his firm left their Martin Lane

premises in 1879 and after making some search for the

records of the supply of Badges and Crests for the use

of officers of the Royal North West Mounted Police

in 1877, Mr. Brown regretted that he could not find

Secretary.
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0.21083, . Po, .
BePeka%e BOGDecember y1936, -

Desr HaJjor Boghey:

be tithe Ge T, ‘Henn, the departmental { Jeera tary »
| gnforms me that you have kindly asaieted him, recontiy,

| 4% ¢onnection with the early history of the Force, _patin
ticularly dé: sling with the crcat and motto of the Force.

Be mo 7 Hann mentioned that you sent him & couple
of interesting extracta from your diary, which you kept

-durdng FOUL service in the. FOTCGs

Be _ Fron e hi storieal point of view your diary,
particularly ‘of the early daya, I am sure mist be intensely
interesting and I am wondering if you would be willing to
loan it to us in order that we might make & typewritten -
copy. ar.it fox our. Suseuin at ROGAN

“Nag . Me you ‘Gan see your way to comply with our
request, I will ask the Offiear Commanding at Calgery

'. $0 interview you and to sénd the diary to me by res

on “Mejor we Ae ‘gegheys -

| gistered mail and Tt could return it in the same manner, |
- 89 800n ag £t hes been copiedy I shall very much

“-apprectate hearing from you when you have had time to:

consi der. the matters

Ba Lo Wishing you a most prosperous New Year
gnd trusting that you will: still have. many yee a yo.
sin which to anjoy your netirensnt.

Youre oincerely,

"Ges fe VToods
* Conmisalonar, »

PeOe BOX 43S, ‘

Bautty ALbar the -

000313
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Get LI ad~. 0th December,1938.

Hemorantun fot,

Inspector We. We Wotson.
I hn 00 OE Ak ante in ta: we AO 1 te on A Mts Na Ns a ee

de The Commissioner desires to have a phota«
graph of the attached crest. If you could have lt
magnizvied about half ag much again, it would be
very much clearer,

Be Will you please furnish me with the negative
and atont 12 prints, and greatly oblige.

Yours very truly,

Ge Te Hann,
Deportmental Secretary.

pee
wwbe Foe
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at

G, 8388 Sist December,19368,

The Officer Comma ming,
"Depot" Divis dony

Re Ge Me Police,

Regina, Sask.

Old Ganeral Orders.

La The oidest extant General Orders here

go not go back eerlier than 1865,

Ze It has occurred to me that you may

heve some earlier volume or volumes at Regins.,

If so, Will you please let me know what they are

amd how far back they go.

Se it is presumed that any you may now

have are likely in the Museum there,

Se Te Wood, ,

Commissioner. Ay
GH/AL. MA

Mh
Wa , Sf

ww
/ ‘ as

’ Wy }
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a

G4219+3 mT , a Ath January , LOS |

Dear Sir

le: .. Ir an very auch abl iged to you for your Letter
of the 22nd. december, 1938 « your fyle R.267/HC/S3é~
dealing. with the firm of Messrs. hobson & Son, formerly
of 94 Martin Lene, London, ngicnd, and now known as
Mesars. Yobson and Son (London). Utdes Head Office 154-164
Tooley Street, London Bridges SEL. Enilend.

ae a The trouble you: ha ve taken to endeavour to
have this firm trace previous correspondence with respect
to Urests for Officers of the Northwest Mounted lolice
about the year 1877, is very much appretiated.

~ Be . Tt As also destrea to ‘tha nk you for your letter
-af the a9th. “December, in which you kindly. atate that you
have diready taken up with thé College of Arms. in London

the estion. of researeh for the Crests and “ottosef this

Foree, and which T refefred fo in ay letter of the Sth.
“December last.

‘Youre’ very. truly,

The Secretary,
High Commissioner for Canade

Cana Be Se, & oy So : _ Sy fF :
mats nie wid Sse . . . ; . . ct aeee 5 .

Rngl and. S/R - os fommaissioner.
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G.219=3. . Sth January,1939.

Dear Major Pennefather:

1. It waa very kind of you to writeto

me on the 30th of December,1938, and although you
a have no personal knowledge of the matters I men-

@ tioned, nevertheless, I desire to thank you sincerely
for having mentioned Ex-Superintendent Moffatt, as
I had not Bhought of him. I shall, therefore, write

to him,today.

Be Thank you also for your Kind wishes

Tor 1939, which are fully and heartily reciprocated

for you and yours.

3. i trust you will continue to enjoy your

atay in British Columbia, and that you will retain
your good health. Thanking you again.

Yours sincerely,

G. &. Hann,
Departmental Secretary.

© Major G. @. Pennefatner,
Hount Edward Apartment,

ViCTORTA, B.C.

68 he
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q.g1903. | -.. © Sth January, 1939.
; P.3l. . , . . , .

‘Dear Ur. Moffatt:

1. “YE eincerely t trust that you: will
forgive me for bothering you, but lately I have
been conducting some research into the origin of
the Mounted Police crest and motto, and am writing -
to as many of the retired officers as I can.

2... Phe general opinion is that the
- orest and motte of ‘the Force were instituted during
the regime of the Firat: Commissioners Colonel George
French.

; 3. It ia not known who actually chose.
. the Buffalo head or the motto, and I shell much
appreciate it if you will kindly express an opinion,

or teli me what you may have heard, regarding these =~

matters, in the waste

4. . - I am aigso ‘anxious to secure a
= photograph of the helmet plate formerly used by the.

Officers of the Force on their white helmets. 1
quite realize that there were no helmet plates for a-

-nmumber of years, but if by chance you have a photo-
graph which shows the helmet plate, I should be most

grateful if you will kindly lend it to me, and I will —

Bee. that it is returned to you by registered mail.

5. . The Non-Commissioned Officers and men
did not wear helmet plates or badges until about 1697,
and then only had them for a few years, and if you also
happen to have a photograph showing the ments helmet

badge or plate, I should appreciate it very mach if

you will kindly lend that,also,to mes

Gee. . The. Comaissioner of the Force. knows
that I am writing to you in-this matter, and as you’
‘are one of the oldest, if not the. oldest Officer alive,
I hope you will be able to spare the time to give me

the information I. have asked Tore or to let me know

your opinion.

Te I should like to ada that hope you
will continue in good health for many years. to come,
and'to send best wishes for a most ‘prosperous 1939.
Apologizing for ‘troubling you,

G. B. woffatt, Req. a Yours feitntulty,
931 Transit "Road; .

Vic toria 9B.U.
GH te 7 ' .

oo G. Tf. Hann,
Departmental Secretary.
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OFFICE OF THE R. 267 /HC/38.

HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR CANADA,

CANADA HOUSE,

LONDON,S.W.1,

138th January, #939.

ae20540 JAN2339 (3

December regarding research work into the history of the

Crest and Motto of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police as

given at the top of your letter, 1 may say that I have now

received a letter from the Somerset Herald and Registrar

of the College of Arms, London, informing me that there

appears to be no record in the College of Arms of your

Badge.

The Registrar adds that -

"Tt is not very heraldic in character and I do
not think it was designed here. Perhaps if any alteration
in the design is anticipated, I could be of assistance.

Registration in the College of Arms might also be effected.”

The Commissioner,

Yours faithfully,

Secretary. (
Royal Canadian Mounted Police,

Ottawa, Ontario,
CANADA,

000320
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931 Transit Road,

Victoria, B.C.

14th January, 1939.

The Commissioner,

R.C. Mounted Police,
Ottawa.

sir,

Referring to your letter C 219-3, P.3l1,

I regret that I am unable to give you any definite

information concerning the matters referred to

therein.

The crest and motto of the Force must, I think,

have been decided upon and adopted at the time of its

organization, for when I enlisted in 1878 I remember
that the sabretaches and field glass cases of the

officers bore them. I believe that the helmets of the

officers in the beginning had a plate and also a plume

but I do not remember even having seen an officer in

full dress uniform during my three years ' service in
the ranks, nor did I know of helmet plates being in
use by other officers or N.C.O's & men during my service
as a commissioned Officer,

Yours truly,

Geo. B. Moffatt.
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ROYAL CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICE “—
"Depot" Division.

IN REPLY PLEASE QUOTE

DIV. FILE No.............:.ceseeeeeceeseeees

H. Q. FILE No...G¢ 2192 S.e.....-ceee Regina, Sask...dans...6th,..1939.

PERSONAL:

George T. Hann, HEsq.,

Departmental Secretary,

Royal Canadian Mounted Police,

Ottawa, Ontario,

My dear George:

With further reference to your letter

of December 6th, 1938. I enclose herewith, photo-

graphs of an early police Officer's Helmet and

Badge. This was the Helmet of the late Superin-

tendent Griesbach, and think will fill your

requirements.

With best wishes jto you and your family,

ff
XMurs|/very sincerely,

I remain,

000322
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Ge 219 m5 18th. January, 1939 .

Dear lr. Moffatt:~

Le Tt Was very kind of you to send us

your letter of the 14th. January, with respect to

the erest and motte of the Porce and of your Tre-

collections regarding their use.

@ Ze Your letter has helped te establish
what other Officers have siready stated, and we
are grateful to you for the information.

Oe I trust you will long be spared
to continue to enjoy your retirement, md that

you will forgive me for troubling you.

> Yours faithfully,

G. B. Moffatt, Esa., G. T. Hann,
© 931 Transit Rood, Departmental Secretary.

Victoria, 8...

Gis a8
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ov

219-3, — danuary 19th, 1959.

Personal.

@ - \» Dear Colonel. Irvine:

I was very glad to

réceive your letter of January 16th,
forwarding a photograph of the helmet of

@ Po the late Superintendent Griesbach, ete.

Your kindness and
assistance in this matter is vary much
appreciated. and helps to fill in gaps which

would otherwi se have had to be left blank.

Thanking you again,
and with vest wishes to you and yours,

@. ae co ae Yours very sincerely,

Lt. Colonel .T.H. Irvine,

. Officer Commanding,
' "Depot" Division,

© — RACH.Police,
Regina, Sask. a

a G. f. Hann,
. Departmental Secretary..

GER. |
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G.219-3. i: Se January 19th, 1939.

Dear Major Bagley: ot | ; a
1. 7 wonder if I may bother - you .
once more. I have a good photograph of an Officer's

@ re -. helmet badge used in the early days, but I have .
‘been unable to secure one of any helmet badge used
by Non-Comiissioned Officers and Constables, which

as you know were worn and issued for the first time

by the. Diamond Jubilee Contingent. Have you by any

chance a photograph of any kind which shows the

helmet badge on a helmet worn by any Non-Commissioned
Officer around 1697, which: you would be ‘kind enough |

to. loan me, for reproduction.

2. co Apologizing for troubling, you
again,

Yours faithfully,

“Major PA. Bagley, oe . mo o
P.O. Box 435,

Banff, Alta.

G. f. Hann,
Departmental Secretary.

GH EW «
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GiB7S-l. ‘January 19th, 1939.

Memorandum for:

Inspector We We Watson,
T/G Finger Print Section,

R.C.M.Police Headquarters. —

1. ‘I attach four photographs showing an

Officerts helmet and helmet plate of the old

days, which have been received from the :

R.G.M.Police Museum at Regina.

"2. I desire new negatives to be taken

of these photographs and to be reproduced

exactly the same size. One dozen prints of

'- gach is required, together with the new
negatives. “It ig also desired that the type-
written information at the bottom of each

_ photograph’ be included in the new negative
and prints.

GYR. Commissioner.
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Ge SPSL 19th. January, 1939.

Memo. for Inspector #4. gatson,

In charge of the Finger Print Section.
Arh Mente SC ian cami mk OE Re tote ic, Ret Nihon sie win any Sim We oh SR ee Eos Same them tcOn Ge Gd ame GE UR er chm Ser ie iin err ar het

Le. fhe Departmental Secretary is bringing you an

| Ofrficer's cap for the purpose of heaving the cap badge
) photographed...

Be Tt is desired that Special Constable Diekson

photograph this cap badge at close range, bul not

having any greater dimensions than 4 inthes wide.

3. I shouldalso like to have a photograph of the
gap and badge with the camera at a greater distance
from the object, but placed in such @ manner as to

give the details of the badge.

A. Please furnish a negative and 12 prints of each
6 position.

Be I attach slips of paper chich I should like to

be imeluded in the photograph?«

On fa met. Wood,

Gori g Be eloner.
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@.219-3. 7 January 25th, 1939.
§.245-2. - ‘ uo

‘Dear Sir:

le For sowetime IT have been doing
.' ome research in connection with the crest and

oe motte of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police. |

Ze In wy enquiries I have noticed

that for many years now the Officer's cap badge

@ CO of this Foree has not. contained the motto of

‘the Force, namely, "Maintiens le droit”.

3. T am under the’ Impression that
this state of affairs has existed for many years,

and I have wondered if you would be so kind as

to search your records to see if you ever furnished

cap badges to Officers of this Foree which con-

tained the motto above mentioned, and if so,
when the schange to the present cap padge, without

the motto, tock place, if possible.

_ Yours very truly,

, ‘The General Superintendent,
@ , Messrs. J.R. Gaunt & Son,

616 Lagauchetiere St., W.,;-

Nonutreal, P.4.

G tT, Hann,

Departmental Secretary.

GEERT,

000328
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“Jot

oe glared. 
ne noo January 27th, 1939.

.. Personal. .”

Dear Colonel Irvine: oe

mS mo I hesitate to. ve. of. any |
‘further trouble to. you, but I have one more.
question to ask, and it is possible that you
may be, able.to supply the. information. It. has

. to do with the Officer's cap -badge. (non-metallic). a

. which-was worn ‘on the wedge-shaped Officer's So
» \-Pleld cap’ of the old days. As. far.as I can gee -

. _ “lo Prom. photographs, .this badge did not bear the:
NER te full ¢crest.and motto of the Force, but was very -

os, +> much like the present Officer's cap badge which,
as you know, does not bear. the motto “Maintiens
Le droit". 2,

ae It goens to me that. in the
- ola days” the Orricert 8 cap badge ‘bore no motto,

. J.» ‘and’ this has » been repeated, all down the Foroe's

or oe wondered . if you. | haa any
- non- “nietallic®‘Officer's cap badge in the Museum

..,at Regina, particularly one on an Officer's

.° f4eld service cap of the old days. If so, will. —

_- you tell me if it bears the MOttO. | ‘There is no . |

“> need to photograph it. a SO

» 7 am’ sorry to bother you
fos again,. put. I would like to clear UP thi point
oa LP it is at. all pogsible,

oe . With kindest regaras and --
7 ‘apologizing for troubling you | further, :

"Yours sincerely,” |

Me ee oe Gol re He Irvine,
Pe Officer Commanding, = °° | -"-

ne "Depot" Division, | gyn hts:
— Regina, Sask. ae

‘Ga. P ‘Hann,
a ets De. partmental Secreta vr... GHIRW. s . Pe “y

~ 000329
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Memorandum re Officers’ Cap Badges

So far we have not.been able to definitely

establish whether the old time Officers wore a cap

badge with a full crest, including the motto on

their forage caps.

The photographs at R.C.M.Police Headquarters

usually show the pictures of the badge at a tangent,

and it is difficult to see whether the motto of the

Force is included in the badge. At first glance, it

certainly seems that those worn by Commissioner

Herchmer and Commissioner Irvine did not have any

motto, and certainly those worn in the photograph

of Commissioner Perry and Commissioner Starnes and

General Sir James MacBrien had no motto.

In the Rules and Regulations of 1938,

1928, and 1909, the Officer's cap badge is described

but in each case the garter with the motto "Maintiens

le droit" is not mentioned.

This badge, of course, is the ohly non-

metallic badge bearing the crest of the Force, and

the motto was either omitted in the early days and

has simply been repeated ever since, or the motto

was omitted for a purpose. Perhaps the question

of cost, although the Master Tailor, S/Sergt. Hay,

seems to think the garter containing the motto

would not add very much to the cost of the Officer's

cap badge.

CH' RW V fi} . C / } h
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WESTERN UNION CODE

Cable Address: “EQUIPMENT”

Telephone Lancaster 1772By Appointment to ‘ se His Majesty the King

It
616 LAGAUCHETIERE STREET WEST

(2 Doors West of Beaver Hall Hill
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MANUBACTURING SILVERSMITHS AND ART METAL WORKERS and NEW YORI

27th January 1949.

G.T. Hann, Esq.,

Departmental Secretary,

Royal Canadian Mounted Police,

Ottawa.

Dear Sir,

Your Reference Nos. G.219-3. & §.235-2.

Replying to your favour of the 25th instant, we

beg to say that on September 29th 1933 we were requested by
Mr. Zivian, your Purchasing Agent, to go into the quest ion

of a new design for the cap badge, and during October of
that year we submitted two designs, the one selected, and

approved in November of that year, being our No. 08066.

This design was similar to the old badge, except

that the circular shaped buffalo head was replaced by an

oval bearing the motto of the Force, and with a more

prominent buffalo head. Since that time, any badges we

have supplied have been of the new design.

We are aware that some of the old pattern

badges are still in use, and this information is gained

from caps sent to be altered, or to have the peaks changed

when a change in rank has taken place.

Samples of both badges can be forwarded for

your further information, if so desired.

Yours faithfully,

Je Re a,

Rie
000331

“GAUNT & SON (CANADA) CO.

arr/B
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G.219=3. 28th: Januory,1939.

Dear Sirs

te - -. Pleage accept ny thanks for your _
.detter af the 27th of January, with respect toa
the Officer'*s:-cap badge, °“Pnis is juet the in-
formation I desirad and I- eppreciate your kind

~eomopsration. very mich. , ,

Be. Be. Stvten. wd iixety be asking
you to let us have- one of the new badges on Loans -

Bee) “Thanking 9 you again,
ar’ Y

oo

4 Yours very triky,

- Be, t. Hann, |
Devs rimental ‘Seeretory.

Nesors.J»2.Gaunt. & Son CospLtdes
616 ‘Lagauchetdera Streot,Vast,

_ Mpptready SMehen. |

/
é

eH,

?

a

"4 900332
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LU

. : eemdek. ; ne 7 oS oe vs 26th, Januar y,1939

’ Parsonal.

Dear Colonel | Irvine:

og 2. gtnee urdging you on Jemery 27th,
iow PLY Yat in 1033 a new Officer's cap badve was |

desbened hy Besers. J. Re Gaunt and Son of Hontreal,
which beatae the motte.of the Fore and hae a more
prominent Buffaje head, ané I thought I should Let 7
you kuow thig in order to prevent you from doing too

mich tepearch im Regina. . All I would like to know

now is. whether the Officer‘a field gap badge of the
wld daya, and whith wae non-metallic, bore the motto

of the Forée. ne :

Be o Apologizing for giving you all
thie trouble. ,

‘¥ours sinserely,

Departmental Secretary.

Officer Commanding, ..

*Depat" Division,

Regine, s2skatohewan. |

a - 000333
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"

LetFebruary,1959.

‘Inspector Wa¥.Fateon, . Te
-ife Pinger Print Section. ~

jedi teem marae a ana in

- ‘Re hes Z am fending you one a ait o ficer"smo cap badges 1953. ; ; j
sc

2. oie. 7 ME you please ‘have ‘thid CAD. badgepho tosraphed and senda me & negative and 42, prints.
“Take te have inchoate strip which: I should.
: ave included in the hoto xt

nader the. badgew | f . SPB Placed

Be nr ¥ Ob: od #- ee
A ype , . Commissioners me
a we Oye oo. . : See : * bo ‘ .

we 990336
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f Banff. Alberta. ng
29th. January.1939.

Your Ref: G.219-3

32048 FEB-339

Dear Sir:-

I regret very much that I cannot let

you have a helmet badge such as was issued to

Non Coms and Constables in the year 1897.

There was one in my possession a few

years ago out some admirer of the R.C.M.P.seems

to have "swiped" it from me,

Yours faithfully

G.T.Hann,Esquire.0.B.E.

Royal Canadian Mounted Police

e Ottawa, Ont.

000337
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Gees |. Oth February, 1939,

aes oN ‘Please accept 1 my. ‘thanke for your
ao - Letter of January. 29th, with respect to the helmet

." badge worn by Hon=Commissioned. OFF ic ers ane, Cone .
Btables in: ‘the. year L897 6 ” :

na Be rs is to be resretted that we are
‘undble to. locate a copy of this badgé, but never- .
| theless,I- thank you ‘Sincerely for: the trouble (you
_ have taken. .

‘Yours! feteneutry, =

sa Qe Te Bann; ,
" Depertrentad Secretary. |

“Wajor Be Ae’ ‘Bagley, |
'- Be Oy Bax 435,, . al +,

‘ .

ea ° . uO; mye, L 4 soe

3

pony ie STPEO Tee Lone

Banff, Alberta.’

900338
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at.

1Gs820—03.02 0° =. 0 80th February, 1959.

“: Dear Col, Irvines —
ue

Yes * Dchesitate to bother you further, but)
‘de you heve an Officer's field service cap badge in.

‘the Museum at. Regina, will. you be so good as to have —

-! $t photographed. and send me the negative. and 2 copple -
of prints, or if this is too much, just sand me one

print, without the negative, and t will have s new —

negative made heres

pg t know you are very busy, and I am
‘gorry to have to make this further request, but i
do think that this will be my lest request regarding

Le Be “O"" Vath “bandest regurds and, apologizing ~
>. Yor troubling you againe jc ve,

Yours sincerely, —

-. Departmentel Secretary.

.°,, Colonel.T. Hy Irviney Sg ee
Officer Cormandings. (9 © {0 ven

Depot" Divisions) -.
-o. Regina, Sask. .

ape
bag fa OT

ye ae 000339
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IN REPLY PLEASE QUOTE

DIV. FILE No.

H. @. FILE No

PERSONAL:

G. T. Hann, Esq.,

Departmental Secretary,

Royal Vanadian Mounted Police,

pacnennes scarce secencenserseescemeneememneees

Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act
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{ (% L.H. 3

ROYAL CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICE
"Depot" Division.

Regina,Sask. Feb. 25th, 1939.

G 2195.

My dear George:

We certainly are busy here,

but we are building up a place that does the

eyes good, and is greatly appreciated by

everybody; yet we are not too busy to attend

to these requests that you are forwarding.

It is a pleasure to me at the

present time to search into this stuff, as
it is encouraging, by demonstrating to us the
value of our Museum, which is increasing daily.

For your information, we have

added two new show cases in the last month.

The field service badges, Officers,

which we have are metal badges with silver centres.
We have none of the gold bullion badges.

These badges are very Similar in

Size to those used on the helmets. However, I
will have one photographed and send you a4 copy.

with the negative. This is the badge which was
donated by the family of the late Asst-Commissioner
Wilson.

With best regards, and don't dis-

continue writing but, "ask and ye shall receive".

Yours as before,

Ottawa, Ontario. \
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——S

, Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act

Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur I’accés & information

ng

Ge2L9e3. 28th February,1939.

Personal. - } . |

| Dear Colonel Irvine:

ca Hony thanks for your letter of
February 25th, and for your promise to photograph |
one of the Officer's field service cap badges,
and being the one donated by the family of the
late. Assistant Commissioner Wilson. I am sorry

ae I have been such a bother, but thank you sincerely
@ for your kindness.

With kindest regards to you all.

Yours sincerely,

Ge T. Horny

Departmental Secretary.

Assistant Commissioner fT. H. Irvine,
_ "Depot" Division, .
@ | Re C. HL. Police,

Regina, Saska-chewans.

oer yp |
ott.

000341
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L.H. 3A

ROYAL CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICE
"Depot" Division.

IN REPLY PLEASE QUOTE

DIV. FILE NO... cece cence cenees

H.Q. FILE No...G2..2h9790.00... BOGBA WES TAN ASS

PERSONAL: ,

My dear George:

I am enclosing herewith, photographs

of the Field Service Cap Badge which was presented

@ to the Museum by the family of the late Assistant-
“Commissioner Wilson.

The picture has not come out very well

as the Badge is pretty well worn through continuous

cleaning, although the Buffalo head is just as it
appears, which is more like the head of a pomeranian

@ poodle than a buffalo, and is silver soldered into
the brass badge.

The circle round the Buffalo head is not

a garter, but just a circle with, "North West Mounted
Police, Canada.". On the garter underneath are the
words, "Maintien le Droit".

With kindest regards,

Yours sincerely,

GT. Hann, Hsq.,

Departmental Secretary,

Royal Canadian Mounted Police,

@ Ottawa, Ontario.
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@.219-3, . . March 28th, 1939.

Personal

Dear Colonel Irvine:

i sineerely appreciate

your kindness in sending me the photographs

of the Pield service cap badge which accom-

‘panied your kind letter of March 25th.

it is strange to note

the idea some Englishmen had of a buffalo
head in making some of the badges for this
Force.

With kindest regards
and best wishes, and once more thanking you
for all the trouble you have taken,

OD, -

Yours sincerely,

ie Colonel fT. H. Irvine,

Officer Commanding,

"Depot® Division,
R.C.M.Police,

yo. Regina, Sask.

G. f. Hann,
, Departmental Secretary.

Gat ne ®
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Mareh 28th, 1939.

Memorandum for:

inspector W. W. Watson,
I/¢€ Finger Print Section. '

i, Attached hereto is a negative of an

Officer's cap badge taken from the field service

cap of the late Assistant Commissioner Wilson,

which is now in the Regina Huseum.

2. Please furnish the Secretary with

one dozen prints of this badge, which I feel

certain could be enlarged a little.

Be . If these could be supplied at an

early date, it will be much appreciated.

5S. T. Wood,
Gao. Sommisstoner.
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GellLoeas, 28th March, 1939.

Dear General Perry:~

Le Nay i trouble you with ome more question.
You were appointed te the Foree in January, 16825 and

@ ‘about that time Officers were wearing field service
aps which bere a badge, a photograph af which I have,
but YF should Like to know definitely if you ¢an recall

whether the field service cap for Officers was xn use

at the time you joined the Force, if nob,can you tell
He approximately when this field service "BaD, for

@ Officers, was first introduced.

Ze I am sorry to bother you again in this

matter, but I am very anxious to clear up this point,

if you will kindly help me. -

With kindest regards, and with best wishes

tO yoursell and Hrae.Perry, believe me,

} f
: Yours sincerely, ff

e - tf
. 

ie

Tf. Hain,
Deparimentat Seeretary.

a. Mejor General A. Bowen Perry,C.H.G.,

@ , 6288 Varguerite Avenne,
Vancourer, Bel.

Bay ms s
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ATTACHED HERETO IS

A STORY OF

THE R.C.M.POLICE CREST

AND MOTTO,

GIVING CONSIDERABLE DETAILS

WITH REGARD THERETO

( UNABRIDGED )

f
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G. T. Hann,
Departmental Secretary
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ROYAL CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICE \

When did the Force adopt its Crest and Motto?

This was a question asked of Royal |
Canadian Mounted Police Headquarters recently, and

strange as it may seem, it was not possible to give
an immediate and accurate reply, for the reason that

the fyles which would have afforded the most valu-

able information on this subject were unfortunately

destroyed in a fire which occurred in the West Block

at Ottawa on the llth February, 1897.

Search of early Records

Most of the books and publications

dealing with the history of the Force have of

course been scrutinized, but with very few except-

ions they do not help very much with respect to

the question asked. However, there are one or two (

notable exceptions to this general rule - the

history of the Royal North West Mounted Police by (

Colonel HE. J. Chambers, and the book entitled

"Riders of the Plains", by A. L. Haydon, which

give some details.

The staff of the Central Registry at

Headquarters were most diligent and eager in-their

efforts to locate something of value on this par-

ticular subject, but even their hearty co-operation

brought very meager results.

+,

¥

Evidence from Rules and Regulations of the Force

There is no mention whatever of the

crest and motto in the very early Rules & Regu-

lations or in the Dress Regulations for either
Officers or men. Even "The Regulations and Orders
of the North West Mounted Police", dated as late
as 1889, include no dress regulations, and conse-
quently give no description of the crest and motto
of the Force.

However, in 1890, an Order-in-Council
was passed on the 24th January, laying down Dress
Regulations for Officers, and which describes the
crest and motto in adequate terms, and this will
be referred to again later. At this time, the Force
had been in existence some 16 years, and up to 1890
matters of dress had been attended to by Depart-
mental Order and by General Order of the Commissioner. {

{
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General Orders

Unfortunately, there is no copy at

this Headquarters of any General Orders of the

Commissioner prior to the year 1880. Neither are

there any earlier ones at Regina, Sask. Therefore

it has not been possible to make as detailed an

investigation of this source of information as it

had been hoped.

In the opinion of several officers
now serving, including the present Commissioner,

Brigadier S..T. Wood, who have made research into

all existing General Orders for other information,

and have earnestly sought for copies of early

General Orders in many quarters, there is not now

much likelihood of any General Orders being

available anywhere for the period from 1874 to

1879.

Information from other Sources

In these circumstances, it has been

necessary to make enquiries covering a fairly

extensive field, and it may be of interest to

set down in writing, for future reference, what

information is now available, and how and where

it was obtained.

In the first place, it was considered
wise to ask for the co-operation of several Depart-
ments of the Federal Government, particularly the
Privy Council, Secretary of State, the Public

Archives, National Defence, the Parliamentary

Library, etc., in order that searches might be

made for information leading to some document

which might possibly give the desired details,
but here again the results secured were dis-
appointing.

Assistance from R.C.M.Police Museum, Regina, and
ix-members of the Foree and others.

There was therefore nothing left but
to consult such Commissioned Officers and other
members of the Force of the early days as are still
alive, and those who, while perhaps not on the
original or first march in 1874, had served close
enough to it to have often heard the early history
of the Force discussed first-hand.

Requests for assistance and inform-

ation were therefore sent to such stalwarts as:-

/
A)

Fy
wo
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ee ceMajor General A. Bowen Perry, C.M.G., former

Commissioner of the Force,

Ex-Assistant Commissioner J.A. McGibbon,

Colonel G.E. Sanders, C.M.G., D.S.0O. - Ex-Superintendent,

Major J.D. Moodie, Ex-Superintendent,

Ex-Superintendent G.B. Moffatt,

Ex-Superintendent P.W. Pennefather,

Major F.A. Bagley, who was a trumpeter on the Original

* March,
Mr. J.P. Turner, of Ottawa, who is exceedingly well

acquainted with the early history of the Force,

and to several other sources, and all were kind enough

to furnish valuable information, or to direct attention

to someone who would be able to help. Certain Military
Tailors and stationery printers were also communicated with.

Simultaneously, the Officer Commanding
"De Ot ivigion, Regina, Sask. - Superintendent 1T.H. |
Trviné~~ was also asked for his kind co-operation in
furnishing certain details from the Royal Canadian
Mounted Police Museum at that point, and from these
two general sources have come the main part of our
present information. r

a

Romance and legend are closely bound up (
with the crest and motto of the Force. It is, however,
the almost unanimous opinion of those ex-officers and
others, who are the best judges in this matter, that
the crest and motto were selected and tn use early in
the Force's history, and certainly within the regime
of its first Commissioner, Lieut.-Colonel G.A. French
(1874-1876), and who afterwards became Major General
Sir George French, K.C.M.G.,. and while this opinion
has not been fully substantiated by the present research,
nevertheless, the evidence gathered so far certainly
leads to that conclusion, which we shall see later.

It is also the opinion of the senior
Officers and others now living who have been consulted,
aS previously mentioned, that the crest and motto, if
not actually chosen by the first Commissioner, was in
all probability designed and approved by him. He was
an Imperial Officer, and was familiar with regimental
crests.

First Definition by Order-in-Council

As already mentioned, there is no early
Order-in-Council dealing with the crest and motto of
the Force, and it is strange that none of the very
early Rules and Regulations mention them. We have
already noted that the first Order-in-Council to
definitely mention the crest of the Force is that 1
dated the 24th January, 1890. This sets out the dress
regulations for Officers, and describes the crest and |
motto in the following words:-
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Photograph of crest and mott

1877 Officer's sabretache, now in thepossession of Major General A, Bowen; 
Perry, C.M.G., Vancouver, B.C,
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" Pouch for Field Glass

" eccecescee With the following gilt

" metal badge in centre of flap:- a maple

*" wreath with a ribbon bearing the word

* "Canada surmounted by the Crown above; (
t and the words "North West Mounted Police"

* below; within the wreath an oval bearing

* the words "Maintiens le droit); encirel-
y ing a Buffalo head in silver. TM*TM

~“ x

uColonel Chambers! History

In contrast to this: late date (1890),
however, Colonel Ernest Chambers, who had had the

advantage of discussing the matter with the first

Comptroller of the Force, the late Colonel Fred

White, C.M.G., remarks in his history as follows,

on pages 150 and 151:-¢& pag :

" Shortly after this (1876) while the
" Hon. R.W. Scott was the Ministerial head

“" of the Department, at the request of the

" Officers, the tunic pattern of "Coat" was

" adopted for the Non-Commissioned Officers

" and men, a most elaborate Officer's uniform

" being sanctioned at the same time. This ¢

" included a very handsome tunic of the

" hussar pattern, but of course of Scarlet
*" cloth, and with rich trimmings of gold

" lace and braid bestowed upon the familiar .

" hussar Officer's blue garment. Other

" striking features of this uniform were

| ‘ * long drooping plumes of horse hair worn

" in the Officers' helmets, and a sabretache

: @- " literally covered with gold lace, the
" main ornament being the Corps! badge, as

" at present, consisting of a buffalo head

-t surrounded by maple leaves, with a garter

" underneath inscribed with the Corps! motto

" '"Maintiens le droit*®.,. *

Information from Commissi oner Perry

The investigation regarding the

crest and motto had proceeded about this far when

replies from ex-Officers and other members of the

| . Force began to be received, which contained val-

uable information, and amongst the severe sur-

~« prises, was a communication from the fifth

Commissioner of the Force, Major General A. Bowen \
“Perry, C.M.G., who is still hale and hearty, to |
the effect that he has in his possession an Officer's ':

sabretache, which dates back and was in use in 1877.
4 This indeed was great news, and a photograph of

the crest and motto/found on this sabretache will

be seen on page (-++-). This was taken through

the courtesy and assistance of Superintendent C.H.

Hill, M.c., Vancouver. (Aes 44: Vind dbo)
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Photograph of crest and motto on the
sabretache of the late Superintendent
C. Constantine, 1886-1912, now in the
R.C.M.Police Museum, Regina, Sask., -
through the courtesy of Superintendent
T.H. Irvine, Officer Commanding
"Depot" Division. 4

NS 
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The sabretache in the possession of

" General Perry goes a long way to substantiate the

opinion that the crest and motto were adopted during

the regime of the first Commissioner - 1874 to 1876 -

for the reasons that before this particular sabretache

could have been worn in 1877, the crest and motto had

to be designed, and had to be sent to the Military

Tailors in London, England, for manufacture, and when

it is also borne in mind that, being a new design,

the usual delays of correction, etc., would occur.

It is therefore only reasonable to assume that the

design was decided upon prior to 1877.

Search at the College of Arms

As there was just a possibility that the

first Commissioner (Colonel French) may have had the

crest and motto registered at the College of Arms in

London, England, an enquiry was made there, through
the good offices of the High Commissioner for Canada

in Great Britain, but the Registrar reports there
appears to be no record of it in the College of Arms.

Sabretaehe of the late Supt. C. Constantine

Attention has already been drawn to the
erest and motto on the sabretache in the possession
of Major General Perry. It now may be of interest to

cm a! .
mention the sabretache in the Museum at Regina, which
was presented by Brigadier General C. Constantine,
son of the latepSuperintendent Constantine (1886-1912) ,
and on page (- !
on the sabretache of that Officer is shown. This

-) a photograph of the crest and motto

photograph was, t ea throu the kindness of Superin-tendent T. 1. ORY aeasecc oe Commanding "Depot" %
Division.

Information from 01d Photographs

At R.C.M.Police Headquarters, there is
extant a group photograph of Colonel Macleod, C.M.G.,
Inspector Clarke and Surgeon Kittson. This picture
Shows clearly the police crest on these officers'
Sabretaches, and is dated 1878. The number. of the
photograph in the Departmental Collection is G-3-84-
(Negative #107). Ce

Unfortunately we have only one photo-
graph of Commissioner French in the Departmental
Collection of Photographs at Ottawa, and this shows
him wearing his "C.M.G.". This photograph was very
likely taken after his return to England.

te
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The Buffalo Head

dust how the buffalo head came to

/

be chosen for the crest, it is not now possible to

say with accuracy,

have largely contributed to its choice:-

(a) These animals were so numerous on the
Prairies in 1874 that one herd seen is alleged to

have included 80,000 head. -

(bd) The buffalo was of very great assistance

but the following may certainly

dt

in augmenting the rations of the Force on its first

great march from Fort Garry to the shadows of the

‘Rockies in 1874, but at the same time was a consid-

erable source of anxiety to Colonel French and his

Officers, in that at many points the buffalo had

eaten every blade of grass and practically ruined

i many water holes. Colonel French's diary from the

eo 7th July, 1874 to the 8th November, 1874 shows his
anxiety with regard to the condition of the horses
due to lack of feed and water, largely caused by
the
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great herds of buffalo.

(c) Over-coats from buffalo skins were also
of great use to the Force in the early days, and

although they were abandoned for a time have
recently been adopted again.

(ad) Page 21 of the 1938 issue of "Scarlet &

One of the "Originals" who wintered at
Fort Garry in his reminiscences said:- 'The
following Spring, we started from Stone Fort
(Lower Fort Garry) towards the Cypress Hills,
and when north of them in mid-September saw
thousands of buffalo.t ‘And the Assistant

Commissioner (Macleod, Asst. Commissioner,
June lst, 1874) was so impressed that he
Said he thought it would be a splendid idea
to have the buffalo head on our buttons. In
his report that Fall he made this recommend-
ation to Headquarters, and it was adopted.' TM

It is also interesting to note that
Indian name of Stum-ach-so-to-kan given to

Colonel Macleod by the Blackfeet Indians means

"Buffalo Head".

Gold", the annual publication of the R.N.W.M.Police
Veterans, contains the following story:-

|
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THE MOTTO |

It is now time to give some attention to

the motto of the Force, "Maintiens le droit".

' Here again it is not known who actually

chose this, but after seeing what was expected of the
Force in the West, the Officers who were consulted in
this matter,doubtless were of opinion that it would
be well to have a motto which would include some pre-~
cept to be used as a foundation upon which to build
a reputation for honesty and fair dealing. If that
was to be the guiding principle of the Force, then
why not make an early beginning in the motto itself,
and state it in such a way as to secure the attention
and enthusiasm not only of the English-speaking |
members of the Force, but of all French-speaking |
compatriots by embracing it in their language.

If these considerations were not actually |
discussed,it is submitted that something very close
to it was, for the following reasons, which are either
little known or are continually overlooked: - (

(a) There have always been French-speaking
Canadiansin the Force.

(b) The first two Ministers to control the
Force were the Honourable A.A. Dorion
and the Honourable T. Fournier, during
the years 1874 to early in 1876, and
they were the Ministers of Justice during
that period.

(c) The first reports of the first Commissioner *
were addressed to the Minister of Justice, --
and by Order-in-Counecil of the 28th April,
1876, the management of the Force was trans-
ferred from the Department of Justice to
the Department of the Secretary of State.
(The Honourable R. W. Scott).

In these circumstances, it would have been
Singular if some recognition of the controlling

. influence had not been given in the selection of the
crest and motto.

How well those concerned with the motto
chose, and, what is equally important, how well it
was lived up to, there is no need for me to attempt
to relate, but perhaps it is permissable to remark
that not even the most sanguine of those who had a {y
part in the selection dared dream of a Force whose
prestige was to be known the world over and whose
present activities are more "national" in scope than
ever.

~~!
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A Slip in Spelling ‘

A glance at the picture on-page (--=-) —
will show that there was a small mistake in the first

word of the motto as used in the early days, as it

appeared in the crest on the Officer's sabretache. This
mistake remained for many years in the actual crests,

although the official quotations of the motto are correct.
For example, the quotation given in the Order-in-Council
Of the 24th of January, 1890, spellS it “Maintiens",

“which is correct. Colonel Chambers' history and "The
Riders of the Plains" also quote it accurately.

It remained for an Officer, about the

year 1912, (Ex-Inspector Rheault) to point out the
inaccuracy in the police cap and collar badges, which
bore the full crest..

e

This mistake in spelling, although small,‘

may or may not have special significance. It may indicate
that the motto was choseh by someone of English descent’,
as no Officer of French parentage would have made the

Slip, or it may merely mean that the motto when sent in

to the Military Tailor, or badge manufacturer, was

accurate, and some English artisan did not exercise

sufficient care in executing the design and the mistake

was repeated for over thirty-five years. In the early

days, all Officers' uniforms were made in England.
om

Use of full Crest and Motto on Official Stationery

It may be of interest here to merition

that a file was discovered at Headquarters in which by

letter of the 16th April, 1896, the late Colonel Fred

White, C.M.G., first Comptroller of the Force at Ottawa,

had written to a correspondent in Peterborough, Ontario,

stating that the North West Mounted Police had no crest

and motto on its official forms, but that the Officers

had a crest for their private papers, a copy of which

he enclosed to his correspondent. This private note

paper had been in use from about the year 1880. . ss 2 © @
However, it was not until the year 1935

that the crest and motto of the Force appeared on the
official stationery of this Headquarters. It had been \.
used for personal correspondence for many years, of
course. é

In February, 1935, Major General J. H.
MacBrien, C.B., C.M.G., D.S.0., who was then Commissioner
of the Force, gave orders to have the crest used on all
Headquarters. official letterhead paper. The Deputy
Commissioner at that time was Colonel J. W. Spalding,
and he arranged with Reg.No.11123 Constable W. W. Skuce,
of the Headquarters Staff, to ae By new crest, a copy
of which will be found on page Hitherto, thebuffalo head had not been very (uae eng Constable Skuce'

= sno
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THE MOTTO | :

It is now time to give some attention to

the motto of the Force, “Maintiens le droit".

' Here again it is not known who actually
chose this, but after seeing what was expected of the
Force in the West, the Officers who were consulted in
this matter,doubtléss were of opinion that it would -
be well to have a motto which would include some pre- ,
cept to be used as a foundation upon which to build
a reputation for honesty and fair dealing. If that
was to be the guiding principle of the Force, then
why not make an early beginning in the motto itself,
and state it in such a way as to secure the attention
and enthusiasm not only of the English-speaking
members of the Force, but of all French-speaking
compatriots by embracing it in their language.

If these considerations were not actually
discussed,it is submitted that something very close
to it was, for the following reasons, which are either
little known or are continually overlooked:- (

(a) There have always been French-speaking
Canadiansin the Force.

(bd) The first two Ministers to control the
Force were the Honourable A.A. Dorion
and the Honourable T. Fournier, during
the years 1874 to early in 1876, and
they were the Ministers of Justice during
that period.

(c) The first reports of the first Commissioner «©
were addressed to the Minister of Justice,
and by Order-in-Council of the 28th April,
1876, the management of the Force was trans-
ferred from the Department of Justice to
the Department of the Secretary of State.
(The Honourable R. W. Scott).

in these circumstances, it would have been
Singular if some recognition of the controlling
influence had not been given in the selection of the
crest and motto.

How well those concerned with the motto
chose, and, what is equally important, how well it
was lived up to, there is no need for me to attempt ,
to relate, but perhaps it is permissable to remark \
that not even the most sanguine of those who had a ty
part in the selection dared dream of a Force whose
prestige was to be known the world over and whose
present activities are more "nationalTM in scope than
ever.
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ROYAL CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICE.

_ ON

PHOTOGRAPHS OF TYPES OF BUTTONS AND

BADGES.

BUTTONS. COLLAR BADGES.

N.Woll.P. ~
187421900 (a) Officers wore

badges of rank on

Type of collar.

first button _ (bv) N.C.0.'s & men
1874 = 1879.. had no collar

badge during this >.
period.

Type used by

all ranks,

1900 - 1903.

Type used,

1880 - 1903.

Type for 5

period - eo

1904 = 1919.

(All ranks).

Type for

period -

1904 - 1919.

Type used Type from

from 1920 1920 to
ta date date
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This article would not be complete unless

some attention was given to the history of the crest

and motto now worn on buttons, collar and cap badges,
ete. This will be done as briefly as possible.

‘N

BUTTONS

First Button

In dealing with the buttons worn by the

Force, it should be borne in mind that the Officers

wore buttons of the same design as the other ranks.

The material of which the button was made was per-

haps of better quality in the case of Officers, but

that is the only difference.

It was not likely that the buttons on the

uniforms of the members of the Force who took part

in the first long patrol from Fort Garry to the West,

in 1874, were distinguished by the letters "N.W.M.P.",

and according to Major F.A. Bagley, who served on

this march as a Trumpeter, and is still alive, most

of the uniforms had buttons of brass bearing the

words "Canada - Militia".

Sees et
Major Bagley kept a diary and has given

the writer a vivid description of his uniform towards
the end of 1874, after the famous march, which, to

Say the least, was illuminating in more sense than
one e

First “N.W.M.P." Button

(Without Buffalo Head) 7
: f

However, soon after the famous march of
1874, previously referred to, buttons worn by be
members of the Force were of the type depicted at Il :
the top left hand corner of the photogbaph on page (+—--).
This button was of brass, and it will be noted bears
a Victoria Crown in the centre surmounted by the
‘letters "N.W.M.P.", and the word "Canada" below.
This type of button may have been worn on the first
march, but according to the best judges, this is
very doubtful. However, in 1874, supplies of this
button were received from a manufacturer in
Birmingham, England, and were worn on N.W.M.Police
uniforms up to about 1879.

Second "N.W.M.P." Button . [4 .
(Bearing Buffalo Head)

We have already seen that one of the
"originals" has stated that Assistant Commissioner
Macleod had suggested that the buffalo head be used

meet
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on the buttons of the Force, and while this recom-

mendation is alleged to have been made very early
in the Force's history, it was not until 1880 that

such a button was issued to all members of the Force.

Ex-Assistant Commissioner McGibbon, who

joined in that year, has given valuable and definite

information on that point. A photography of a sample

of the first button, bearing the buffalo\head in the

centre with the Victoria Crown above and oS letters

"N.W.M.P." below, may be seen on page (- Lb. , the
second one from the top of the left hand conten It
was made of brass and was used from about 1880 to

1903.

Before closing this account of the

first "Buffalo Head" button, it might be well to
recall that the Blackfeet Indians had given the name

of "Buffalo Head" to Assistant Commissioner Macleod.

e Third Button "R.N.W.M.P."

(With Buffalo Head)

This button is very much like the one

described in the previous paragraph, except that
it has a Tudor Crown and came into use when the

Force received the honour of becoming "Royal. The

letters used below the buffalo head in the centre

are "R.N.W.M.P.". This button was used from about

1904 to 1919, is made of brass: and a photograph

of it can be seen on page (-£ -), the third from
the top in the left hand column.

. ae

It will be observed from what has

already been written concerning buttons that up to

1919 no full-crested button had yet been in use. 4

This came when the Force changed its name to “Royal <=

Canadian Mounted Police" in 1920.

Fourth Button - "Royal Canadian Mounted Police"

(Full Crest) -
- , ff

This button, which is stild@ being used

(1938), was adopted in 1920, and bears the full crest
and motto of the Force, as well as the full name
"Royal Canadian Mounted PoliceTM - not the initial

letters only - as in buttons previously referred to.
A photograph of this button will be found at the
bottom of the left hand column on page (-+#-). It

is made (of brass, of course.
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COLLAR BADGES (>

AS present-day collar badges bear the

full crest and motto of the Force, it may also be

interesting to briefly survey the history of the

use of collar badges by members of the Force, for

purposes of record.

: ,

No collar badges, bearing:.the crest and
motto of the Force, were worn by eithe? Officers or
men for many years after the inception of the

N.W.M.Police, but from the earliest times Officers

wore badges of rank on the collars of their uniforms.

The N.C.0O.'sS and men had no collar badges

at all until about the year 1900. We have already

seen that théy wore buttons with the buffalo head

from 1880 up to 1919. In the case of Officers the

badges of rank worn on the collars were as follows:-

Commissioner = Crown and Star

Assistant Commissioner - Crown

Superintendent - Two stars (

Inspector - One star

Senior Surgeon - Two stars (
Assistant Surgeon ~ One star

Veterinary Surgeon - One star.

Badges of rank were worn on the shoulder
strap on the Officers’ great coats, but this was

the only exception to the general rule.

First Collar Badges

(North West Mounted Police)

The first collar badges bore the full

crest of the Force and were issued to Non-Commissioned

Officers and Constables in 1900. They were also worn

by Officers from that time. They were made of brass

or gilt metal, and were sometimes issued in imitation

gun-metal (for the stable jacket). The words’ below

the buffalo head were "North West Mounted Police".

They were in use from.,1900 to 1903 oy” 1904. - See

photograph on page (-4&-). Note the mis-spelling in
“the motto.

Second type of Collar Badge

(Royal North West Mounted Police)

This collar badge came into use in 1904,

and is similar to the one previously referred to,

except that it bears the words "Royal North West

Mounted Police* below the buffalo head. It was used

from 1904 to 1919, and was made of gilt metal and (,
sometimes was issued in imitation gun metal (Black) [

for stable jackets. See photograph on page (-/).
Note the error in the spelling of the first word of

the motto.
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Present-day Type {
(Royal Canadian Mounted Police)

A photograph of they. ‘present-day collar badge

will also be seen on page (2&6). It is made of gilt
metal. No black badges are now necessary or used.

To complete this article, it is now necessary

to refer very briefly to cap badges and helmet plates.

Ne

CAP BADGES

(1) Officers

As the Officers of the Force have worn cap

badges from early times, it was necessary to make a

full investigation into this matter. It is definite

that cap badges were worn by Officers from about the year

1884 onwards, as we have a photograph of Commissioner
A. G. Irvine taken ° then. wearing a field service

cap, which bears an Officer's cap badge. A photograph

of one of the Officer's /7ap badges of the early days

will be found on page (-

From this photograph it will be noted that

the buffalo head is surrounded by the words "North

West Mounted Police", and the motto of the Force

appears at the bottom. The error in the spelling of

"Maintiens® is noticeable. The photograph shown is

that of a metal badge, which was received through

the courtesy of Superintendent T. H. Irvine (now

Assistant Commissioner), the Officer Commanding
"Depot" Division, and being a photograph of a badge

now in the Museum at Regina.

Wee eo

It will be seen from the above that from %

1884,at all events, the Officers' cap badges bore the...
motto of the Force, but for some unexplained reason
the gold embroidery, or "bullion", cap badges for

Officers, which came into use after the year 1890,
did not bear the motto of the Force as well as the

. \\puffalo head, notwithstanding the fact“that the full
erest and motto were worn on the Officers' sabre-
taches and also on collar badges.

The photograph of the cap badge for Officers,

which was worn fox, many years prior to 1933, will be

found on page (---“). This is a gold embroidery, or
"bullion", badge.

In 1935, the design of the Officers' cap

badge was changed to include the full crest and motto

of the Force, and a photog aph of the new cap badge [
will be found on page (22). t
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There is only one other distinction to be (

noted in connection with the Officers' cap badge

from all other badges, and that is that for many (
years now the initials only of the name of the Force

have been used on these badges. The present badge is,

of course, a "bullion" badge, and incidentally is

wrongly described in the present Rules and Regulations.

(2) Non-Commissioned Officers and Constables

Metal cap badges were first issued to Non-

Commissioned Officers and Constables. about the year
1901.

The three types used from that year onwards

very closely resemble the collar badges in design

which have already been described. They are, of course

of larger size than the collar badge. A photograph of

the different types of metal cap badges which have

been used by Non-Commissioned Be (cee and Constables

since 1901 will be found on page (-% Note the
mis«spelling of the first word of the atte in the
first two badges shown.

| HELMET BADGES

The. Force, does not now use sehelmets, , arOffliinal aphecbe | BOY may use oa
The Officers’ and men wore white ncamete

on their first patrol to the West in 1874, but

insofar as the Non-Commissioned Officers and men are
concerned, they bore no helmet plate or badge until

the year 1897.

The Officers do not appear to have had * |
helmet plates during the early days either, but in «=. |
1890, they had them as they are described in the Dress |
Regulations for that year as follows:-

"Plate, N.W.M.Police pattern (same as
ornament on undress pouch)."

A photograph of the helmet plate worn by

Cowes (uke) their white helmets will be fdéund on
page ( - The white helmet was discarded about

the year iAS9 or 1900.
\

pastere amet
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Photograph of helmet plate of the oe
, late Ex-Superintendent A.H. Griesbach °
(1873 to 1903) now in the R.C.M.Police
Museum at Regina, Sask. ~ through the
;courtesy of Assistant Commissioner
'ToH. Irvine, Officer Commanding "Depot"
‘Division. :
|
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In 1920, the former Dominion Police were

wearing blue helmets, and when that Force was ;

absorbed by the Royal Canadian Mounted Police in

that year, a special R.C.M.Police helmet plate was

made for "A" Division, as the former Dominion Police

were then known. ay Photograph of this plate will be
found on page (4 $e)

We have been unsuccessful in securing a

photograph of the helmet plate first“issued to Non-

Commissioned Officers and men of the Nerth West
Mounted Police in 1897, and this is the omly badge

of any importance which we have been unable to locate.

CREST AND MOTTO ON DRUMS OF R.C.M.POLICE BAND

It may be of interest to remark that the

drums of the R.C.M.Police Band, which was organized

by the present Commissioner in 1938, under the
leadership of Staff Sergeant J. T. Brown, bear the
full crest and motto of the Force, and the warkwan—

ship, design and colouring are excellent.

CONCLUSION

No attempt has been made in this article

to describe every collar, cap or other badge used

by or issued to the Force. There were several var-

iations, and small differences from time to time,

according to change of contractor or manufacturer.

Our effort has been confined to tracing the history

of the crest and motto of the Force, and how and

when they were adopted in the different articles

of equipment, buttons and badges worn.

For purposes of reference, it may be help-

ful to summarize what has been discovered in this

‘search. The writer considers it can be fairly assumed

that:-

(1) While it is not definitely known who actually
chose the crest and motto, it is certain

that it was worn by Officers on it ds sabre-

taches as far back as 1877, and it As there-

_ fore more than likely that the oreSt itself
was designed during the regime of the first

Commissioner, (1874-1876).

(2) The Buffalo Head was worn on all buttons l

from 1880 onwards, and is believed to have

been suggested by Assistant Commissbner

J. F. Macleod in 1874.
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Badge’ for blue helmet

"A" Division, 1920 to 1935.
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(3) Officers of the Force have worn cap badges |
since the year 1884, and the first cap badge
contained the full crest and motto of the

Foree. The crest on Officers' sabretaches,
pouches for Field Glasses, ete., were also

complete from 1877 onwards,and while the
Officers' cap badge from 1935 onwards has

borne the full crest and motto of the Force,

7 there was a period from about‘1890 to 1932

. a in which the Officers' cap badge, contained
— no motto. eS

%;
(4) The full crest (on collar badges) has been

worn by all ranks since 1900. in

(5) The full crest (on buttons) has been worn
by all ranks since 1920.

(6) The full crest was used by Officers on
private note paper and stationery from

about 1880.

(7) The crest of the Force was not used on

official forms or letter head paper in the

early days, and did not come into official

use at R.C.M.Police Headquarters until the

year 1935.

The research into the history of the crest

and motto of the Force has been most interesting work.

My task, insofar as buttons and badges are concerned,

was greatly facilitated by Mr. Bertram Fauvel, of the

Treasury Staff at this Headquarters, who kindly placed

his entire collection at my disposal. The Assistant

Supply Officer - Superintendent P. R. Forde - and

Mr. I. Zivian, the Pur chasing Agent, also extended

help and kindnesses in this matter which are very much

appreciated.

The writer's sincere gratitudesis also ex-

“tended to all Officers still serving, those who are

retired and who have been previously mientioned, and

all others who have kindly furnished information and
A, assistance in recording these particulars for the

use of those whose curiosity may have been aroused

by the question raised at the heading of this article.

Respectfully submitted.

Kaan
Ottawa, Ont., G. T.Hann, /
Sist March, 1939. Departmental Secretary.
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@.219-3. April 8th, 1939.

ee ae! Dear General Perry:

Thank you very much indeed
for your kindness in answering my question withregard to the field service cap.

I wish you a most happy
Hastertide,

Yours sincerely,

Major General A. Bowen Perry, C.E.G.,
6288 Kiarguerite Street,

tft 
Vancouver, B.C,

G T. Hann, ;
Departmental Secretary.

GHIRY,
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Memorandum ‘to:

The Editor, |

R.C.M.P. Quarterly,

OTTAWA.

1. An extremely interesting

report on the R.C.M.P. Crests and Badges,

Mottoes, etc., prepared by Mr. Hann, is,

by direction of the Commissioner, transmitted

to you, as it is thought that a very interesting

article might be made up for the Quarterly

from the same.:

(F.A. Blake) A/Supt.,
Adjutant.

Uttawa.
| 19-4-39

@ .
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fpac—anesinen did the Force adopt its Crest and Motto?

This was a question asked of Royal Canadian Mounted Pol-

ice Headquarters recently, and strange as it may seem , pe

it was not possible to give an immediate and accurate

reply, for the reason that the fyles which would have

afforded the most valuable information on this subject

were unfortunately destroyed in a fire which occured in

L897
the West Block at Ottawa on the llth February, JR. %

search of carly Records

Most of the books and publications dealing with

the history of the Force have of course been scrutinized,

but with very few exceptions they do not help very much

with respect to the question asked, However, there are

one or two notable exceptions to this general rule - the

history of the Royal North West Mounted Police by Colonel

. 000378
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E.J. Chambers, and the book entitled "Riders of the

Plains", by. A.L. Haydon, which give some details, |

The staff of the Central Registry at Head-

quarters were most diligent and eager in their efforts

to locate something of value on this particular subject,

but even their hearty co-operation brought very meagre

results,

Evidence from Rules and Regulationsof the Force

There is no mention whatever of the crest and

motto in the very early Rules and Regulations or in the

Dress Regulations for either Officers or men. Even the

"Regulations and Orders of the North West Mounted Police",

dated as Iate as 1889, include no dress regulations, and

consequently give no description of the crest and motto

of the Force,

However, in 1890, an Order-in-Council was passed

on the 24th January, laying down Dress Regulations for Of-

ficers, and which describes the crest and motto in adequate

terms, and this will be referred to again later. At this

time, the Force had been in existence for some 16 years,

and up to 1890 matters of dress had been attended to by

Departmental Order and by General Order of the Commissioner.

General Orders

Unfortunately, there is no copy at this Head-

quarters of any General Orders of the Commissioner prior

to the year 1880. Neither are there any earlier ones at

Regina, Sask, Thereforeit has not been possible to make

as detailed an investigation of this source of informat-

ion as it had been hoped.

In the opinion of several officers now serving,
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including Commissioner S.T.Wood, who have made research

into all existing General “Yrders for other information,

and have earnestly sought for copies of early General

Orders in many quarters, there is not now much likelihood

of any General Orders being available anywhere for the
period from 1874 to 1879.

Information from other Sources

In these circumstances, it has been necessary

to make enquiries covering a fairly extensive field, and

it may be of interest to set down in writing, for future

reference, what information is now available, and how and

where it was obtained. “

: In the first place, it was considered wise to

‘ask for the co-operation of several Departments of the

Federal Government, particularly the Privy Council, Sec-

retary of State, the Public Archives, National Defence,

the Parliamentary Library, etc., in order that searches

might be made for information leading to some document

which might possibly give the desired details, but here

again the results secured were disappointing. |

Assistance from R.C.M.Police Museum, Regina,
ex-members of the Force, and others,

There was therefor’ ndthing left but to consult

such Commissioned Officers and other-members of the Force

of the early days as are still alive, and those who,

while perhaps not on the original or first march in

1894, had served close enough to it to have often

heard the early history of the Force discussed first-

hand.

Requests for assistance and information were

therefore sent to such stalwarts as:-

‘ Ma jor General A.Bowen Perry, C.M.G., former Comm-

issioner of the Force, “eter (nn

Ex-Assistant Commissioner J.A.McGibbon, <i 000380

ty
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Colonel G.E,.Sanders, C.M.G., D.S.0., Ex-Superintendent,

Ma jor J.D.Moodie, Ex-Superintendent, Learn co

Ex=Superintendent G.B.Moffatt, 2<«<.s (>

Bx-Superintendent P.W.Pennefather, “@«.'* {

Major Y.A.Bagley, who was a trumpeter on the

original march, Peis Cer

Mr. J.P.Turner, of Ottawa, who is exceedingly well

acquainted with the early history of the Force,

and several other sources, and all were kind enough

to furnish valuable information, or to direct attention

to someone who would be able to help. Certain Military

Tailors and stationery printers were also communicated

with.

Simultaneously, the Officer Commanding "Depot"

Division, Regina, Sask. - Superintendent T.H. Irvine

(now Aswt. Commissioner) - was also asked for his kind

co-operation in furnishing certain details from the

Royal Canadian Mounted Police Museum at that point, _

and from these two general sources have come the main

part of our present information.

Romance and legend are closely bound up with

the crest and motto of the Force. 1t is, however, the

almost unanimous opinion of those ex-officers and

others, who are the best judges in this matter, that

the crest and motto were selected and in use early in

the Force's history, and certainly within the regime

of its first Commissioner, Lieut. Colonel G.A.French

(1894-1876), and who afterwards became Major General

Sir George French, K.C.M.G., and while this opinion

has not been fully substantiated by the present re-

search, nevertheless, the evidence gathered so far

certainly leads to that conclusion, which we shall

see later.

’ 000381
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It is also the opinion of the senior Officers

and others now living who have been consulted, as

previously mentioned, that the crest and motto, if

not actually chosen by the first Commissioner, was in

all probability designed and approved by him. He was

an Imperial Officer,: and was familiar with regimental

crests.

First Definition by Order-in-Council.

As already mentioned, there is no early Order-

in-Council dealing with the crest and motto of the Force,

and it is strange that none of the very early Rules

and Regulations mention them. We have already noted

that the first Order-in-Council to definitely mention

the crest of the Force is that dated the 24th January,

1890. This sets out the dress regulations for Officers,

and describes the crest and motto in the following words:-
Weert +

Pouch for Field Glass

" .eee5ee-e-with the following gilt metal badge in

centre of flap: - a maple wreath with a ribbon

bearing the word "Canada" surmounted by the Crown

above; and the words "North West Mounted Police"

below; within the wreath an oval bearing the

words "Maintiens le droit", encircling a Buffalo

head in silver."

Colonel Chambers! History.

in contrast to this late date (1890), how-

ever, Volonel Ernest Chambers, who had had the, advan-

tage of discussing the matter with the first Comp-

troller of the Force, the late Colonel t'red White,

C.M.G., remarks in his history as follows, on pages

150 and 151:- . ~.

" Shortly after this (1876) while the Hon,

k.W.Scott was the Ministerial head of the Dep-

artment, at the request of the Officers, the

tunic pattern of "Coat" was adopted for the Non-

. 000382
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vommissioned Officers and men, a most elaborate

Officer's uniform being sanctioned at the same

time. ‘this included a very handsome tunic of the

hussar pattern, but of course of Scarlet cloth,

and with rich trimmings of gold lace and braid

bestowed upon the familiar hussar Officer's

blue garment. Other striking features of this

uniform were long drooping plumes of horse hair

worn in the Officers' helmets, and a sabretache

literally covered with gold lace, the main orn-

ament being the Corps' badge, as at present,

consisting of a buffalo head surrounded by

maple leaves, with a garter underneath inserib-

ed with the Corps! motto "Maintiens le droit". ,
. Sar

Information from Commissioner Perry.

The Investigation regarding the crest and

motto had proceeded about this far when replies from

ex-Officers and other members of the #orce began to

be received, which contained valuable information, and

amongst the several surprises, was a communication

from the fifth Commissioner of the Force, Major Gen- |

eral A.Bowen Perry, ©.M.G., who is still hale and

hearty, to the effect that he has in his possession

an Ufficer's sabretache, which Hates back and was in

use in 1877. this indeed was great news, and a photo-

graph of the crest and motto found on this sabretache

will be seen,on ('1¢._/_)) ‘his was taken through the
courtesy and assistance of Superintendent U.H.Hill,

M.C,, Vancouver (Now Asst. Commissioner).

{The sabretache in the possession of General

Perry goes a long way to substantiate the opinion

that the crest and motto were adopted during the

regime of the first Vommissioner - 1874 to 1876 -

000383
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for the reasons that pefore this particular sabre-

tache could have been worn in 1877, the crest and

motto had to be designed, and had to be sent to the

Military Tailors in London, Hngland, for tanufacture,

and when it is also borne in mind that, being a new

design, the usual delays of correction, etc., would

occur. it is therefore only reasonable to assume

that the design was decided upon prior to 1877.

Search at the College of Arms.

As there was just a possibility that the

first Commissioner (Colonel French) may have had the

crest.and motto registered at the College of Arms in

London, fngland, an enquiry was made there, through

the good offices of the High Commissioner for Canada

in Great Britain, but the kegistrar reports there

appears to be no record of it in the College of Arms.

Sabretache of the late Supt. C. Constantine.

- Attention has already been drawn to the crest

and motto on the sabretache in the possession of Major

General Perry. it now may be of interest to mention

the sabretache in the Museum at Regina, which was

presented by Brigadier General C. Constantine, son

of the late whe OLfs ere Constantine (1886-1912),

rise rit Ay hie Creel flurth ne
andon: FiGscwis: a=photegraph-.of-thexcrest-and- motto

Sttbithrabe fv} We= ! Fi ~£ fired. han i. ey , ’
on—the-—sabretacheé:--of=that-Officerrts-shown. Ths

photograph-was.-taken: through:-the-kindness-of--Super-

intendéent-T Hs“ irvine (now: Assts--Commissioner)’;: Officer

CommanieIne<"Depet"=Divistom,

information from 01d Photographs.

At R.C.M,Police Headquarters, there is

extant a group photograph of Colonel MacLeod, C.M.G.,

Inspector Clarke and Surgeon Kittson. This picture

shows clearly the police crest on these Officers!

sabretaches, and is dated 1878. The number of the

photograph in the Departmental Collection igs G- 3-84

Negative #107. 000384



Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act

Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur 'accés a linformation

I(ol
- 8.

Unfortunately, we have only one photograph

of Commissioner French in the Departmental Collection |

of Photographs at Ottawa, and this shows him wearing

his "C.M.G.", This photograph was very likely taken

after his return to england.

The Buffalo Head.

Just how the buffalo head came to be chosen

for the crest, it is not now possible to say with

accuracy, but the following may certainly have largely’.

contributed to its choice:-

(a) These animals were so numerous on the Prairies

in 1874 that one herd seen is alleged to have included

80,000 head. °

(b) The buffalo was of very great assistance in |

‘augmenting the rations of the Force on its first great

march from fort Garry to the shadows of the Rockies

in 1874, but at the same time was a considerable

source of anxiety to Colonel french and his Officers,

in that at many points the buffalo had eaten every

blade of grass and practica!ly ruined many water holes. |

Colonel French's diary from the 7th July, 1874 to the

8th November, 1874 shows his anxiety with regard to the:

condition of the horses due to lack of feed and water,

largely caused by the great herds of buffalo.

(c} Over-coats from buffalo skins were also of

great use to the Force in the early days, and although’

they were abandoned for a time have recently been adopted

again. |

(4) Page 21 of the 1938 issue of "Scarlet & Gold",

the annual publication of the R.N.W.M.Police veterans,

contains the following story:-

"One of the "Originals" who wintered at Fort Garry

ADKKDSK REMORSE HEIN KSEE EMOTE SACI ACI OX SSRI AE
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in his reminiscences said:- "The following Spring,

we started from Stone Fort (Lower fort Garry) to-

. wards the Cypress Hills, and when north of them

in mid-September saw thousands of buffalo.! - tAnd

the Assistant Commissioner (MacLeod, Asst. Comm-

issioner, June ist, 1874) was so impressed that he .

said he though it would be a splendid idea to i

have the buffalo head on our buttons. In his |
\

tt
l

'

treport that Fall he made this recommendation to

Headquarters, and it was adopted.” "

it is also interesting to note that the Indian

name of Stum-ach-so-to-kan given to Colonel MacLeod by

the Blackfeet Indian means "Buffalo Head",

The Motto.

It is now time to give some attention tothe

motto of the Force, "Maintiens le droit".

Here again it is not known who actually chose

this, but after seeing what was expected of the force in

the West, the Officers who were consulted in this matter

doubtless were of the opinion that it would be well to

have a motto which would include some precept to be

used as 4 foundation upon which to build a reputation

for honesty and fair dealing. If that was to be the

guiding principle of the Force, then why not make an

early beginning in the motto itself, and state it in

such a way as to secure the attention and enthusiasm

not only of the English-speaking .members of the Force,

but of all French-speaking compatriots by embracing

it in their language.

If these considerations were not actually

discussed, it is submitted that something very close
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to it was, for the following reasons, which are either

little known or are continually overlooked:-

(a) There have always been French-speaking Can-

adians in the Force.

(b) The first two Ministers to control the Force

were the Honourable A.A.Dorion and the Hon-

ourable T.Fournier, during the years 1874

to early in 1876, and they were the Ministers

of Justice during that period.

(c)' The first reports of the first Commissioner

were addressed to the Minister of Justice,

and by Order-in-Council of the 28th April,

1876, the management of the Force was trans-

ferred from the Department of Justice to the

Department of the Secretary of State. (The

Honourable R.W.Scott).

in these circumstances, it would have been

singular if some recognition of the controlling infl-

uence had not been given in the selection of the

erest and motto. “

How well those concerned with the motto chose,

and, what is equally important, how well it was lived

up to, there is no need for me to attempt to relate,

but perhaps it is permissible to remark that not even

the most sanguine of those who had a part in the sel-

ection dared dream of a Force whose prestige was to be

known the world over and whose present activities are

more "national" in scope than ever.

A Slip in Spelling.

A glance at the picture on FIG. / will

show that there was a small mistake in the first

word of the motto as used in the early days, as it
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appeared in the crest on the Officer's sabretache.

This mistake remained for many years in the actual

crests, although the official quotations of the

motto are correct. For example, the quotation given

in the Order-in-Council of the 24th of January, 1890,

spells it "Maintiens", which is correct. Colonel

Chambers! history and "The Riders of the Plains" also

quote it accurately.

It remained for an Officer, about the year

1912, (Ex-Inspector Rheault) to point out the in-

accuracy in the police cap and collar badges, which

bore the full crest.

This mistake in spelling, although small,

may or may not have special significance. It may

indicate that the motto was chosen by someone of ing-

lish descent, as no Officer of French parentage would

have made the slip, or it may merely mean that the

motto when sent in to the Military Tailor, or badge

manufacturer, was accurate, and some English artisan

did not exercise sufficient care in executing the de-

sign and the mistake was repeated for over thirty-

five years. In the early days, all Officers’ un-

iforms were made in England.

Use of full Crest and Motto on Official Stationery.

It may be of interest here to mention that

a file was discovered at Headquarters in which by

letter of the 16th April, 1896, the late Colonel

Fred White, C.M.G., first Comptroller of the Force

at Ottawa, had written to a correspondent in Peter-

borough, Ontario, stating that the North West Mounted

Police had no crest and motto on its official forms,

but that the Officers had a crest for their private

papers, a copy of which he enclosed to his corres-

pondent. This private note paper had been in use from

about the year 1880.
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e However, it was not until the year 1935

that the crest and motto of the Force appeared on the

official stationery of this Headquarters. -It had been

used for personal correspondence for many years, of

course. .

In February, 1935, Major General J.H. Mac-

Brien, C.B., C.M.G., D.S.0., who was then Commissioner

of the Force, gave orders to have the crest used on

all Headquarters official letterhead paper. The

Deputy Commissioner at that time was Colonel J.W.

Spalding, and he arranged with Reg. No. 11123 Con-

stable W.W.Skuce, of the Headquarters Staff, to

spoundqon= yeSetdraw a new crestg-a

we, Hitherto, the buffalo head had not been

oe very clear and Constable Skuce imade a much better

job of it.

Crests on Buttons and Badges.

The writer made somewhat extensive enquires

into the history of the R.C.M.Police buttons and

badges, but it is not necessary for the purposes of

this article to do more than mention a few points of

interest as to when the crest was first used on these.

e In dealing with buttons, it is interesting

to note that those worn on the unifomms of members of

the Force who took part in the first long march from

Fort Garry to the West in 1874 had no distinguishing

‘mark, except the words "Canada - Militia",

“6 Ma jor H.A.Bagley, who was then a bugler with

the Force kept a diary on this patrol, and has given

the writer a vivid discription of his uniform towards

the end of 1874, after the famous march, which, to

say the least, was illuminating in more sense than one.

However, soon after the famous march of 1874,

previously referred to, a special button for the Force

was mace, which bore a Victoria Crown in the centre

Pe
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surmounted by the letters "N.W.M.P." and the word

"Canada" below. A photograph of this button may be

geen poa(FIc. 2} This type of button was worn

until about the year 1379.

-We have already seen that one of the "Originals"

has stated that Assistant Commissioner Macleod had

- guggested that the buffalo head be used on the buttons

of the Force, and while this recommendation is alleged

to have been made very early in the Yorce'ts history,

it was not until 1880 that such a button was issued to

all members of the force. |

Bx-Assistant Commissioner mcGibbon, who

joined in that year, has given valuable and definite

information on that point. A photograph of a sample

of the first button bearing the buffalo head in the

centre with the Victoria Crown above and the letters

"NW. Me Pe " below may be seen oere: ‘Ze. This
button was used from about the year 1880 to 1903.

The button was changed again in 1904 to

provide for the new initials "R.N.W.M.P.", and in

1920, the full crested button was used, and has been

ever since.

Collar Hadges.

No collar badges bearing the crest and motto

of the Force were worn by Officers or men for many

years after the inception of the North West Mounted

Police, but from the earliest times, Officers wore

badges of rank on thecollars of their uniforms as

follows:-

Commissioner — | - Crown and Star

Assistant Commissioner Crown

Superintendent Two Stars

inspector One Star

Senior Surgeon Two Stars

Assistant Surgeon One Star

Veterinary Surgeon One Star 000390
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In the case of Officers, badges of rank

were worn on the shoulder straps of great coats, but

his was the only exception bo the general rule.

The Non-Commissioned Officers and men had

no collar badges at all until about the year 1900,

and these bore the full crest of the Force.

During the same year, the Officers! badges

of rank were worn on the shoulder straps, instead of

their collars, and full crested collar padges have

been worn by all ranks since that time. The mis-spelling

of the word "Maintiens" occurred in these collar badges

up until about the year 1912.

CAP BADGES

; (1) Officers

oe As the Officers of the Force have worn cap
padges from early times, it was hecessary to make a

full investigation into this matter. it is definite

that cap badges were worn by Officers from about the year

1884 onwards, aS we have a photograph of Commissioner

A.G.Irvine taken then wearing a field service cap,

which bears an Officer's cap badge. A photograph

of one of the Officer's cap badges of the early days

@ will be found ‘Ser FIG. BZ. Ss
From this photograph it will be noted that

the buffalo head is surrounded by the words "North

West Mounted Police", and the motto of the Force

appears at the bottom, ‘lhe error in the spelling of

"Maintiens" is noticeable. The photograph shown is

that of a metal badge, which was received through

the courtesy of Superintendent T.H.Irvine (now

Assistant Commissioner), the Officer Commanding "Depot"

Division, an@ being a photograph of a badge now in

the Museum at Regina.

It will be seen from the above that from 1884

at all events the Officers cap badges bore the motto

Pe
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of the Force, but for some unexplained reason the

gold embroidery, or "bullion", cap badges for

Officers, which came into use after the year 1890 ,

did not bear the motto of the Force as well as the

buffalo head, notwithstanding the fact that the full

erest and motto were worn on the Officers! sabre~

taches and also on collar badges.

The photograph of the cap badge for Officers,

| . which was worn for many years prior to 193%, will be

| rouna ‘on(sre (BF This is a gold embroidery, or
"bullion", badge.

| In 1933, the design of the Officers! cap

badge was changed to include the full crest and motto

2 of the Foree, and a photograph of the new cap badge

| will be found on Fit. G@.

There is only one other distinction tobe
ta

noted in connection with the Officers! cap badge

from all other badges, and that is that for many

years now the initials only of the name of the Force

have been used on these badges. The present badge is,

of course, a "bullion" badge, and incidentally is

@ ' wrongly described in the present Rules and Regulations.

(2) Non-Commissioned Officers and Constables,

Metal cap badges were first issued to Non-

Commissioned Officers and Constables about the year

1901, and these very closely resemble the collar

badges in design, which we have already seen contain

the full crest and motto. The mis-spelling of the

first word of the motto was repeated in this case also.

Helmet Plates.

The Force does not now use helmets, except

gS an optional article of headgear for officers.

The Officers and men wore white helmets on

their first patrol to the West in 1874, but neigger

Officers or men appear to have had helmet plates at

that time, 000392
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“ In 1890, the Officers! helmet plate was

described as follows:-

"Plate, N.W.M.Police pattern (same as ornament

on undress pouch)."
~

<t

A-phetegraph-of the helmet plate worn by ,

hebtetene fut Hatin. A
Officers on their white helmets’ witl-pbe-found-on-paxZ° md el We Wore Otad in Shetgpe

Sr. The white helmet was discarded about the

year 1b99 or 1900.
Helmet plates were not worn by Non-Com-

missioned Officers and Constables until the year

1897, but we have been unsuccessful in securing 4

photograph of the plate first issued to them.

In 1920, the former Dominion Police were

wearing blue helmets, and when that Force was absorbed

: ®@ by the Royal Canadian Mounted Police in that year, a
special R.C.M.Police helmet plate was made for "A"

Division, as the former Dominion Police were then

known. This plate, of course, bore the full crest and

motto of the Force.

Crest and Motto on Drums of R.C.M.Police Band.

It may be of interest to remark that the

drums of the R.C.M,Police Band, which was organized

@ by the present Commissioner in 1938, under the

_ ieadership of Staff Sergeant J.T.Brown, bear the

full crest and motto of the Force, and the workman-

ship, design and colouring are excellent.

Conclusion.

Our effort in this article is an attempt

to trace the history of the crest and motto of the

Force, and to show how and when they were adopted on

the differeht articles of equipment, buttons and

badges worn, but we have not endeavoured to describe

every collar badge or other badge used or issued to

the Force, as there were several variations and small

aifferences from time to time which had very little

000393
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bearing on the subject under discussion.

ful now to summarize what has been discovered in this

search. The writer considers it can be fairly assumed

that:-

(1) While it is not definitely known who actually

(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)
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For purposes of reference, it may be help-

chose the crest and motto, it is certain that

it was worn b y Officers on their sabretaches

as far back as 1877, and it is therefor more

than likely that the crest itself was designed

during the regime of the first Commissioner,

(1874-1876).

The Buffalo Head was worn on all buttons from

1880 onwards, and is believed to have been

suggested by Assistant Commissioner J.F.

Macleod in 1874,

Officers of the Force have worn cap badges

since the year 1884, and the first cap badge

contained the full crest and motto of the

Force. The crest on Officers! sabretaches,

pouches for Field Glasses, etc., were also

complete from 1877 onwards, and while the

Officers! cap badge from 1933 onwards has

borne the full crest and motto of the Force,

there was a period from about 1890 to 1932

in which the Officers! cap badge contained

no motto.

The full crest (on collar badges) has been

worn by all ranks since 1900.

The full crest (on buttons) has been worn

by all ranks since 1920.

The full crest was used by Officers on

private note paper and stationery from about

1880.
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\ (7) The crest of the Force was not used on

official forms or letter head paper in the

early days, and did not come into official

use at R.C.M.Police Headquarters until the

year 1935.

The research into the history of the crest and

motto of the Force has been most interest ings wee.

task, insofar as buttons and badges are conerned, was

greatly facilitated by Mr. Bertram Fauvel, of the

Treasury Staff at this Headquarters, who kindly placed

his entire collection at my disposal. The Assistant

Supply Officer - Superintendent P.R.Forde - and

Mr. I.Zivian, the Purchasing Agent, also extended help

and kindnesses in this matter which are very much

@ appreciated.

The writer's sincere gratitude is also ex-

tended to all Officers still serving, those who are

retired and who have been previously mentioned, and

all others who have kindly furnished information and

assistance in recording these particulars for the use

of those whose curiosity may have been aroused by the
bee Feoth LOGS

question raised at—the-heeding of this article.
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