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FILE No...

1954

E DEAD FILE

NO FURTHER CORRESPONDENCE TO BE PLACED ON THIS FILE

.2)

SEE FILE No...

, For subsequent correspondence relevant to the subject matter of this “Dead” File
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Copy. A%
Sell46=2, February 14th,1935.

Dear Sirs

R.C.M.Police Stationery.

1. Attached hereta is a quarto sheet letter-
head used in my office at the Royal Canadian Mounted Police
Headquarters, Ottawa, which bears the Coat of Arms of Canada.

2. Ag the R.CiM.Police is a Police Force,
separate fran any Department of the Government,under the
control of the Minister of Justice, it would appear correct
for its letterhead paper to bear the regimentzl crest,rather
than the Coat of Arms of Canada.

3. ‘ I also enclose a sample of the R.C.M.Police
crest which perhaps could be reduced in size, and it will

be appreciated if you will kindly let me know if there is

any regulation which would prevent the use of the Police crest
on the stationery used in my own office at the R.C.M.Police
Headquarters.,

4. It is not proposed that the R.C.M.Police
crest should be used on all the létterheads carried by the
various branches of the Force, but simply in the office of-
the Commissioner.

5. If there is no objection to the use of the
Police crest in lieu of the Arms of Canada, it is presumed
your Department would undertake to have a smaller crest made
than the sample enclased for use in replacing the Apms of
Canada .

6. It may be added that it is intended that the
stationery used by all other branches of this Headquarters,
except the office of the Commissioner, will bear no crest,
either of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police or the Arms of
Canada, but will have a plain printed heading.

Yours very truly,

The King's Printer,

Dept.of Public Printing J. H. MacBrien,

and Stationery, Commissioner.
Ottawa, Ontario.
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ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO BE ADDRESSED:-
h THE COMMISSIONER
R.C.M. POLICE
OTTAWA

RoyYAL CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICE

OFFICE QF THE COMMISSIONER
OTTAWA

REF. NQ it i
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Copye. ,7/
KING'S PRINTER
(CREST).
CANADA.
Your file No.S.1146-2. ) Ottawa, February 23rd,1935

Dear gir,

Re Roe C. . Police Stationerye.

In the absence of the King's Printer, I
beg to acknowledge your letter addressed to him under
date of the 14th instant, with reference tec the use of
the regimental crest on letterhead paper tolbe used in the
in the Commissioner*s office.

Inreply I would state that so far as I
have been able to ascertain, there is no regulation pre~-
venting the use of the R.C.M.Police crest, but it would
enta il re-cutting not only the crest but the full embossed
letterhead sheet. Upon receipt of a requisition from
yourself this work could be undértaken. '

If desired, a cut could be made of this
crest, which might be used on your printed letterhead

, ‘ paper.

Yours very truly,

Sgd- t]—o C‘o Shipman,
Acting King*s Printer.

Ma jor-General J.H.MzacBrien,
Commissioner,

R. C. M. Police,
Ct+taws.,

000228




Docurmnent disclosed under the Access to Information Act
Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur l'accés & linformation

Copy. Q

Sel1l46=-2° February 25th,1935.
Dear Sir,
1. Please acecept my thanks for your letter

of the 23rd February with respect to the proposed use
of the regimental crest of the Royal Canadian Mounted
Police on the letterhead paper of the Commissioner's
Office (only).

2. Before proceeding any further in the matter,
can you give me any idea of the approximate cost of the
proposed change, provided, of course, it is to be under-
stood that 21l the present stock will be used up before

any change is made.

3. If you can possibly give me the information
I heyve asked for, it will be much appreciated, and if it
gan be worked out under the following headings, it will

be of considerable assistance:-

(1) How much will be the approximate cost to
' change the letterhead paper of the Commissioner‘s
office (only), as set forth in my letter to you
of the 14th instant?

(2) What will be the additional cost to meke a cut of
the crest used for the Commissioner's office for
use on the printed letterhead paper for all
branches, as referred to in the third paragraph
of your letter now under acknowledgment?

Yours very truly,

J. H. MaCBrien
. . Commissioner,
The King's Printer, .
Department of Public Printing
‘ and Stationery,
Ottawa, Ontario.
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Your file No.S:1I46-2,

KING'S PRINTER
(CREST)
CANADA.

Ottawa, 5th March,1935.

Dear Sir,

I beg to acknowledge your letter of
February 25th with reference to an approximate price
of a new die for your letterheading, and in reply I
would say that the cost of = chromium plated die would
be $44.00. '

With reference to the printed letter-
heading for all branches, I would suggest that instead
of making & cut of the crest, as mentioned in my letter
of February 23rd, they be printed on a modified offset
printing press which we have in this department.

Yours very truly,

Sgd. J. C. Shipman,
Acting King¥s Printér.

M¥ajor=General J. H. MecBrien,
Commissioner,

Royal Canadien Mounted Police,
Ottawa,
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}

Gozlg"go
MEMORANDUM

1. File 626 of 1900, which was subsequently
brought forward to 470 of 1902, 88 of 1903, and 197

‘ of 1904, shows the changes in uniform brought about
by Commissioner Perry from the 1889 Regulations.

2. The Report to Council recommending the changes
was made on the 4th August, 1900.

3. The only reference to collar badges and cap
badges is as follows:-

" Proposed changes in uniform and kit:-

Adopt badge for general use on hats and caps. "

4, The Supply File for cap badges and badges for
felt hats is S.105 of 1901, and I have already written
' to Messrs. Henry Birks & Sons, of Montreal.

' G. T. Hann,
. Departmental Secretary.
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1

November 10th,1938.

ME MORAND UM,

1. Paragraph 202 of the 1938 Regulat ions,
brovides for a cap badge for Officers, as follows:-

202, CAP. A buffalo head in silver surrounded
by a wreath of Maple leaves surmounted by a

crown and underneath a scroll insecribed "ReCoeM P ™
in gold embroidery.

2, Paragraph 200 provides. for a collar badge
for officers, described as follows:- ‘

200, COLLAR. A buffalo head surrounded by a
garter inscribed "Maintiens le Droit" ahd round
the garter a wreath of Maple leaves surmounted
by a érown with scroll underneath inscr ibed
"Royal Canadian Mounted Police" badge to be of
gilt metal.

de Paragraph 238, describes the cap badge and
collar badges to be worn by members of the Force, in
these paragraphs it refers to the badge of the Force,

i.,e. A Buffalo head in relief surrounded by a garter
inscribed"Maintiens le Droit"

- The 1928 Rules and Regulations, paragraphs
269 and 271 describes the Officers badges, cap and collar,
in the same way.

B. Paragraph 300 describes those of N.C.0.
and men in the same way.

6. In the 1909 Regulations, baragraph 1180
defines the collar bad® and Paragraph 1182 the cap badge
for the Officers.

T R
ation
Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur l'accés a linformation
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Royal Canadian mounted Police.

Ottawa, November 12th,1938.

MemorandunN

DG T O e TS A 2D G D S G e S G5 D ST D G OIS aD

1909 Rules and Regulations..

- oD D e MR CY EDED G CR £ B Y o on 63 13 6D 60 6B A < e

1. In connection with the R.C.M.Police crest,
the following 1nfo::mation may be found in the 1909 Hules

and Regulatians:
BADGES. %@W

118Q. C(Collar - A Buffalo head surrounded by
a8 garter inscribed "Maintien le droit* and round
the garter a wreath of maple leaves, surmounted
by & ecrown with scroll underneath inscribed “Royal
NorthiWest lMounted Police.”

‘ 1181. Badge to be of gilt metal for tunic, mess
Jjacket, scarlet and blue jackets and frock coats and
af” bronze for field jacket.

1182 Cap « A buffalo head in silver surrounded by
a wreath of maple leaves, surmounted by a crown, and
underneath a scroll inscribed "“R.N.W.H.P.* in gold
embroidery.

2. NeCeO's and Constables - no descripiion
is given of the collar badges, but simply the number and
the positien they occupy.

3. These regulations were authorized by Order-
in-¢ouncil of the 29th of July,190%.

¢e
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N

G.219-1. - -~ November 14th, 1938.

Dear Sir:

1. . . I am looking into the history
of -cap and collar badges worn by the Royal
Canadian Mounted Police, and as the records.
at Ottawa leave gaps at important points,

it will be very much appreciated if you will
kindly inform me if you have any record of
having made badges for the North West Mounted
Police prior to 1901. -

2. In order to give you some idea,
I attach hereto a copy of a letter received
from you at this Headquarters dated June 3rd,
1901. The sketches or designs referred to

in your letter were returned to you on the
#th June, 1901. - . ’

3. I shall appreciste it very much
if you can let me know if your file or records
8till retain the designs of the badges referred
to. , )

4. - -If you have any designs of
North West Mounted Police badges {or buttons)

- prior te 1901, I shall also be grateful if.
you will let me see them. ' '

Yours very truly,

Messrs. Henry Birks & Sons,
. Gold & Silversmiths,
Montreal, P.Q.

_ G. T. Hann,
: i Departumental Secrstary.
GH'RY, '

000234
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.Dear Geﬁeral Perry:

l. I hesitate to bother you
again, but my desire to get the faects of the
case is my excuss.

5, : I have been trying to

. £ind out from our records when the Force adopted
" ‘the buffalo head and the motto, "Maintlens
1le droit", as the crest and mottc for the

rorce. )

3. - - Once agaln our files
fail us for the reason that the ones which
would help us were destroyed in the fire in
the Wést Block in 1897.

| 4. | The late Colonel Fred

White, 1in 1898, informed a correspondent at
Peterboro that the North West Mounted Police
at that time had no orest on its official
forms or paper, but the 0fficers had a crest
for their privatse paper.

5. It seems to me that the
buttons used on the tunics of the Force prior
to 1804 bore the buffalo head and the motto

I have mentioned, but ‘I can find no definite
procf of this. .

é. ' Upon examination of the

buttons on the tunies of members of the Force
about 18885, it is not possible to decide '
whether they had a ¢érest or not.

7. ' . You were responsible
more than any other Commissioner for the
present uniform of the membsrs of the Force,
and I shall appreciate it very much if you
%ill spare the time to drop me a line as to
when you consider the Police first adopted
or used the buffalo head as its crest.

. November 1l4th, 1938.
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8. - If you c¢an tell me what kind

‘of buttons the Police wore in 1885, and when

the change to the buffalo head was first made,
it will also be appreciated.

9. I suppose it 1s not possible

to say who first selected the crest. I can

find no trace of any Ordersin-Council about
it ] !

Apologlizing for troubling ydu,

Yours sincerely,

G. T. Hann,
- Departmental Secretary.

Major General A. Bowen Perry, C.M.G.,
6288 Marguerite Avenue,

Vancouver, B.C.
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Notes regarding R.C.M.Police Crest & Motte

R e S P O O O I O O O O OO OO R O RO @I D OO O It O e e

In February, 1935, Commissioner MacBrien
wrote to the King's-Printer, asking if we could not
use the R.C.M.Police Crest, instead of the Coat of
Arms of Canada, on the letterhead used in the office
of the Commissioner at Ottawa.

- The Acting King's Printer replied that he
saw no objection to the proposal for as far as he
knew there was no regulation preventing it, and
later it was arranged to use the crest in all Branches
of Headquarters. Copy of the exchange of correspond-

~ence attached hereto.

Colonel J.W. Spalding was Deputy Commigssioner
at the time, and he arranged with Reg.No0.11123 Const.
W.W. Skuce at Headquarters to draw a new crest, which
is the one now in use at Headquarters. Copy attached.
The buffalo head in the former crest was not very
clear, and Const. Skuce made a much better job of it
in the new crest.

In 1880, the buffaloc had been practically
exterminated on the Canadian plains.

The fire which destroyed our files in the
West Block occurred on the 1lth February, 1897.

There appears tocbe no Order-in-Gouncil
regarding the Police Crest.

There is nothing in the Regulations for
1889 dealing with cap badges or buttons, or the
crest or motto of the Force.

It is pretty certain that collar badges
came into force about the year 1900-1901.
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On page 56 of the First Annual of Scarlet
& Gold (Volume 1), there is a reproduction of an
etching by Constable Rae in 1891, showing the new
Police Barracks at Calgary, and it is noted that
the buffalo head and the words "Maintiens le droit™
were used, so that it would appear in 1891 that
the Force used the buffalo head and the motto.

Insofar as the buttons are concerned, the
North West Mounted Police simply had a buffalo
head with the word "Canada" above surmounted by
a crown. Under the buffalo head appeared a scroll
with the letters "N.W.M.P.".

The Royal North West Mounted Police had
an almost exactly similar button except that the
crown was a Tudor crown and the scroll bore the
letters "R.N.W.M.P.".

The present button (Royal Canadian Mounted
Police) has the buffalo head and motto surmounted
by the word "Canada"™, and a Tudor Crown above that.
The scroll at the bottom contains the words "Royal
Canadian Mounted Police", and the buffalo head
motto are surrounded by maple leaves.

The only outstanding differences between
the present button and the crest used on our
stationery are in the maple leaves surrounding
the crest and in the scroll bearing the words
"Royal Canadian Mounted Police®.

Ottawa, G. T. Hann,
15-11-38. Departmental Secretary.
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ROYAT, CANADJAN MOUNTED: POLICE.

Ottaws,, Ontario.
16th November,l938.

Memorandum.

- e e e W . .S - =

1. The only fyle so far found at this Headquarters,
which is of much use in this question, is fyle 857 of
1894, which was afterwards numbered 303 of 1896.

2. In the above mentioned fyle the late Col. Fred
White, by letter of the 16th of April,1896, wrote to a
correspondent - ¥Mr. A. S. Hay, box 383, Peterborough,
Ontario - telling him that the North West Mounted Police
had no crest and motto for use an Departmental forms.

He went on to explain that while we had nothing of '
the kind in connection with our official forms,
nevertheless the 0fficers had a crest for their

private papers, a copy of which was enclosed, which

was apparently published by Messrs. Henry Birk and

Sons, Montreal.

3. In 1901, fyle S.105 of 1901, shows that
Messrs. Henry Birk and Sons of Montreal made collar
badges, etc., for the use of the Force.

4, File S.105 of 1901, contains instructions

regarding the change from the Victoria Crown to the
Tudor Crowhn.

Ge T. Hann,
Departmental Secretary.
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ROYAL CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICE.

OTTAWA, Ontaria,
16th November,1938.

Memoranduin.

1. The North West Mounted Police Collar Badge
(about 1900) had a Buffalo head, garter and Crown,

and was shaped in somewhat the same way as the

collar badge of today, except that it was slightly
smaller and was not flat.at the bottom, as it is

today. The badge itself was almost circular,further-
more the garter bearing the motto z?%ﬁépunder than

it is today. As a item of 1ntere word "Maintien'"
was included, which is a wrong spelling. It should

be "Mz intiens'™.

There was also & black collar badge for
the stable jacket.

e The Royal North West Mounted Palice collar
badge. (1904 onwards) was exactly the same as the 1900
badge, except that the scroll at the bottom bore

the words "Royal North West Mounted Police', instead
of “NOrth.West.Mo%nted,Police“.

There was also a black badge for the stable

jacket of the same type. The same mistake in the
spelling "Maintiens" also occurred.
Se The present collar badge came into effect
about 1922, and is more or less flat at the bottom
where the scroll bearing the words "“Royal Canadian
Mounted Police™ comes.

There were apparently no collar badges
prior to 1900, but the buttons on the tunics of the
members of the Force bore the Buffalo head with the
word "Canada™ on the scroll and the Victoria Crown
above it. Below the Buffalo head was another scroll
bearing the letters "N. W. M. P. written thereon.

G. T. Hann,
Departmental Secretary.
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ROYAL CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICE.

OTTAWA, Ontario.
November 16th,1938.

Memorandunmn.

Questions regarding R.C.M.Police
crest and motto. -

1. A search of the Scarlet and Gold Magazine
reveals no reference to the history of the crest and’

motto.

2e A search of the Annual Reports from 1874 to

1890 gives no further information.

G. T. Hann,
Departmental Secretary.
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Ge210-3 . . 18%h. November, 1938,

Histéry,af'tha A.CelePolice Creat and motto.

S S oun il e S e L g A S B Gl b e B o Sl B O B S 00 S e W et o B > MK O O T e e S ey B el
<, '
Dear Siw,

. 1. I an having some research made with regard
50 the R.C,:,Pollce orest and motto which conslsts
of a Buffalo head surrounded by a gerter, bearing
the motio "Malntlens le droit™,.

B So far, it has not been posqihle to £ind
very mueh from our records, largely, I belleve,
becaugs those fyles Thich hilpht have given valuable
information concerning this matter were destroyed

. by fire Iln 1697 in the ¥est Blogok,

- B 1% is pretty certain that in 1861 both the
- orest and motto, previocusiy referred %o, were well
- knowm in the Foree, bubt 1t wes not much used at that
time,; although the Buffalo hesd was likely shown on
- the brass button. The Officers utilized the full
- eresd and motto on thelr writing paper in the $0's.

4, Will you kindly have your regords searched,

and let me know if you have any noiatlon of o ther

the erest or motto previously rmentloned, in case elther
of them, o both, may have been authcrizea by Ordele
: in~Coanil. .

f‘fa5¢ '*f' I%,'1s &aflnlﬁe» at the 1899 rﬁgalaﬁlon of the
"~ Foree did not mention’ either the ¢rest or the motto,
' - but, of cour«e, subsequent regulations did,

Gy I% seems to me that 1t would be gulte eufficient
4f the search in your records was conflned to say, the

. years from 18705 e 1900, The Force was then hnown as

. the Horth West @ aunted Iblicc.

'7, ' anything whicn you find it poaaible to do in
the matter will be very much appreclated.

" Yours very truly,

The Clerk cf the Privy Coungil, _ :
A ' ?rivy Council, . - _ : S Ta ood,
Ottawa, Ont, . » " ... Commlssioner.

CH/AB
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G.219-3, Hovember 16th, 1938.
The 0fficer Commanding,
"Depot® Division,
R.C.k.Police,
Regina, Sask.
} ' R.O.K.Pclice Crest and Motto
1. %111l you please see if you have in the
Puseum at Regina a tunic of the early daysfor a
,. member of the Force other then an Officer, and let
me have a dégcription of the button used at that
time.
2. The MHorth Wegt Mounted Police, prior

to 1904, wore a button bearing the buffelo head
with a scroll above it with the word "Canada”
surmounted by a Vietoria Crown. Below the buffalo
head appeared another secroll bearing the letters
"N.W.M.P.", and I should like to know what kind

of button wes used before that, and an early tunie
of any kind other than that of an Officer at Regina
might provide this information. '

3. I you are successful’ in finding a
button, apart from the one bearing the buffalo

head previously described, please furnish a rough
® sketch of it,

o S. T. ¥Weood,
QHTRY. Commissioner.
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GeBTh=le l6th Bovember,ll38,

Gentlenen:

‘ ‘ 1. Referring tomy letter of XNovember 1lith,
‘ ‘ with respect to cap and collar badges worn by the
‘ North West Mounted Police in the old days.

2 I msw find that as far back as 1896, your
firm supplied stationery to Officers of this Force
in the West, bearing the crest and motte of the

A Force. Xay I trouble you furithor to ask if by
any chancg you have a speclmen of that sgrilcular
creat.

' Yours wery ftruly,
Ge Te Hanmiy

" Departmental Sseretary.
¥essrs, Henry Bitk and Sons,

Gold and Silversmiths,
HOITREALs Cuekecs

! Sy,
R 2 PR
v
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Ge20%=~1,
G.44. 23rd Bovembar,1838.

Dear Generzl Perry:

Le Hay I zefer to wmy letier of Novomber
14%th and particulerly to the fifth paragruph theraofl,
deallng with buttcns.

e We have been uble to largely dispoae
of the question regording buitons, and therefore I
should Xike %o ask you not to bother answering that
part of my letier, unless you care to do 80.

3 Howevery, we are not cerizin as to what
kind of button the FPorce was using on its first march
or even ssy in 1885, but we are attempting to secure
' this, .I merely hasten to let you know that we shall
likely secure this informstion, in order to prevent
you from going to vnnecessary trouble, If, however,
you care to make any remsrviksy we shall, of course,
be very glad to have thems

Yours sincerely,

. e T, H&:mg
6.. | _ Depertmentul Secretary.
¥ajor General 4. 3owen TBrry; CellaCey -
6288 Larguerite ivenue,
V&_}'iGOuVﬁrg Balle

st
. g tiw
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Go219=3, o |
Q.52 ' 23rd Kovember,1l938,

Deaxy Golonsl Safindsis:

Lo  You will hardly remember me, and I
epologize for bothering you but my desire to get
at the facts of the cese is my excusa,

B¢ We are attempting, at this Headquartezs,
same rasecarch into the history of the adoption, by

y this Forece, of the Bulfslo head and the motto

. . "Maintiens le droit", as its crest and motto,

3 : Tha late Colonel Fred White; Compw
, Aroller at Ottawa, in 1896 informed & correspondent
at Peterborough, that the Horth West Mounted Police,
' &t that time, had no corest on its official forms
or paper, but the Officers had a crest for their
private papes,

8 . Wa shouldy of course, like to establish
who chose the Puffalo head and elso the motto, and
wheny if 1% is posusible, and if you can possibly
furnish any information at all with respect to this,
it will be very much spprecicted.

, : O« 'The Commissioner is, of coursa, avare
" of the fact that I am writing you for this informe tion,
and thercfore 1f you would!Wt mind giving us the
. 'benelfit of your opinion we shall ba greteful,

. | ' - Yours faithfully,

GC Ta Hij,mlg )
- Deportmental Secretary. .

Colonel Gu Ha S%ders,' DeBeCOey
3014 Glencoe Roady - y
Calgarys Albearta,
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. GaR19=3, L . 24th November,l938.

“Denr Colonel MceGibbon:
\

1 You will hardly remember me, but I

had the privilege of meating you once in Regina,

when you were Assistant Comissioner and I apologize
- for bothering you. Ny desire to get at the facts
mgt plead my excuse,

2 We are attempting, at this Headquarters,
. some research into the history of the adoption, by

this Force, of the Buffalo head and the motto "Haintiens
le droit" as its orest and mottio.

S : The late Colonel Fred White, Camptréller
. at Ottawa, in 1896 wrote a correspondent at Peterborough
- . that the North West lMounted Police, at that time, had

. no orest on its official forms or paper, but the
S o Officers d & creﬂs for thelr private paper.
, 4, We are anxious, if we can, to estazblish
who chose the Buffalc head and also the motto, and
| "when the crest and motto were brought into issue,
- and if you ecan possibly furnish any information

at all with respect to this, it will be sincerely
&ppreci&ted. ,

5, ‘ " . The Commissioner is, of course, aware
B - of the fact that X am writing you for this information,
‘ - and therefore, if you will kindly give us the benefit
’ of your opinion. we shall be most grateful.

© Yours faithfully,

. ) Gy T Hm’m,
" : : Depar@ment&l Baecretary.
Lt. Cols J. A McGibbon,
1575 West 16th Avenue,
Vancouver,; BaCe

S
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G 9e3 - . 24th November,1958;

| . Denr Major Moodie:

de It is not likely that you will remember
me, but I had the privilege of meeting you once in
Ottawa when you came out from Hudsons Baysmany years

L agoy and I spologize for bothering you now, but my
desire to get at the fects must plead my excuse.

2e We are attempﬁlmg, at this Headquarters,
same ressarch into the history of the adoption, by

7' this Force, of the Buffalo head and the motto "Maintiens
‘. le droit" a8 its crest and mottos
o Se , The late Colonel Fred Whita.%mptroller
' - at Ottawa, in 1896 wrote & correspondent at Peterborough
' that the Horth West Mounted Police, at that time, had

no crest on its officisl forms or paper, but the
Officers had @ crect TOr Iheir Private paper.

4o - We are anxious, if we can, t0 establish
who chose the Buffalo head and also the mottoy and
when the crest and motto were brought into issue, .

and if you can posslbly furnish any inforwmation

at all with respect to this, :.t will be sincerely

a.ppreaiated- . ‘
y L S - The CQmmiees ioner, is,. of course, aware
" of - the fact that I am writing you for this Informat ion,

and thersfore, iff you will kindly give us the benefit
of your opinion, we shall be most grateful.

. Yours faithfully,

Ge Ts Hamm,
Departnental aecretary.
I\.&.JQI‘ Je Da hOOdiQ,
Box 238; .
‘ Dlmcan, B-Ca

GH/L. '
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Ge219w3, | . 24th November,1938,

Daar lsjor Pennefather:

L. I do not know if you will remember me,
but I had the privilege of meetlng you and lirs,
Pennefather at Lethbridge, many years ago, in

company with the late Compiroller Foriescus, and .
reny years later met you agoin at Ottawa. I apologize
for troaubling you now, but my desire to get at the
factes must plead my excuse. : ‘

. '2. We are attempting, at this Headquarters,

some research into the history of the adoption, by
thin Force, of the Buffalo haad and the motto "Maintiena
le droit" os 1ltm crest and motto.

1 The late Colonel Fred White, Comptroller
at Ottawa, in 1896 wrote a correspondent at Peterborough
that the North West Mounted Policey, at that time, had

no c¢rest on ite officinl forms or papers, but the -
Officers had a crest for their private paper, ——

4 We are anxious, if we con, %o estublish
who chose the Buffalo head and slso the motto, and
when the cresgt and motto were brought into lssue,

and if you can possibly furnish any information

st all with respect to this, it will be sincerely.

3\” - - apprecisteds

5 The Commissioner is, of course, aware

of the fact that I am writing you for this information,
and therefore, if you will kindly give us the bensfit
of your opinion, we shall be moat grateful.

Yours faithfully,

Gs Te Hann,-
Departmental Yecrelery.

Hajoxr P. W, Penﬁefather,
Round Leke,
I-’?ince Albert,Sask.
Tl L.

/]
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Perasonal,

Dear Exjor Irvine:

. 1 ¥now you are a very busy man, and
I hesitate to bother youn, in this mattsry but 1
shall appreciate it very much if you will Lindly
o _ exsmine any sabretache which mzy be in the Yuseum -
.. I believe Colonel Constentine gawe us his father's
N and we sent it on to Regina = and see if there is
sny crest on it.

Ze If =z0, will you kindly have & photoe
graph taken of the crest and send it to me @a'ammlly,
ag we ars endesvouring to carry out some research

., with regard to the R.C.U.Policecrest snd motio. Of -
conrse, full recognition will be given o any assist~
ance you can find $ims to give.

Se ' A good photograph of any crest and metio
found on 2n Officer's sabretache would be extremely _
helpful, and iIf you will hawve this sent {o me personzlly,
I ¢hall esteem it a personsl fovours

. Ao Hoping you wand yours are in the best of
' health, and with kindest regords.

Yours sm{:&rely,.

. | . e To &m,

Deparimental. Secrstuly.
Superin cendent T« H. Iirvine,
Of f icer Command ing,
"Depot" Divielon,
" Ra C‘ e ?ﬂliﬂﬁg
~ Regina,Spsketchewan. -
, 000252
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ROYAL CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICE.

Ottawa, Ont. 25th. Nov. 1938.

By Order-in-Council of the 28th Anril, 1876,
the management of the Northwest Mounted Police
was transferred from the Department of Justice
to the Department of the Secretary of State
(the Hon., R.W. Scott).

According to the history of the Force by Colonel
Ernest Chambers, drastic changes in uniform, es-
pecially for the Officers, took place soon after
the Force came under the Department of the Secre-
tary of State. For example:- Soon after 1876,
Officers, equipment and uniform resembled that
of Hussar 0fficers., They had swords and sabretaches
and a letter has been written to Regina to ascer-
tain if the sabretache -given us by Colonel Cons-
tantine has a crest and motto on it. If so, thds
will establish that the Officers were using the
motto and crest of the Force soon after the year
1876.

The Right Honourable Sir Wilfred Laurier did not
have charge of the Force until the year 1896,when he
held it without interruption until 1910.

G. T. Hann,
Departmental Secretary.

GH/AB
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ROYAL CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICE R
"Depot"™ Division.
IN REPLY PLEASE QUOTE |
DIV. FILE NO........coovvrverrenrenennn.
H.Q. FILE No..G...21978m......... . Begina45aakgnmqvg“22nd,;LQES.
The Commissioner, 33’ 242‘3 | G‘f;ﬁf}&

R. C. M. Police,
Ottawa, Ont.

Sir: Re: R.C .NM.Police Crest and Kotto.

1. _ With reference to your memorandum !
of the 16th instant. I am enclosing herewith,

three buttons--a large and small, both of the

N.W.M.P. prior to 1904--gnd an earlier button

marked "N.W.M.P. Candda" with a Queent's Crown

in the centre., I think the latter is one of the
original buttons.

2e Might I state that the shoulder
button on the tunic of the late Commissioner
French has the same crest as the button prior
to 1904~~-the Queen's Crown, Canada, thenBuffalo
Head and N.W.M.P.

(T.H. IRVINE) Supt.
Commgnding "Depot™ Division,

THI/D.
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MEMORANDUM

The undersigned spoke to Mr. H.W. Doyle
(Telephohe 2323) of the Department of the
Secretary of State this morning with regard
to the R.C.M.Police crest and motto. He kindly
consented to have enquiries made in their '
records, and also in their library for any
information they may have upon this matter.

The undersigned also informed Mr. Doyle
that the Privy Council were doing the same
thing from their point of view also.

by
/I'
e

Ottawa, G. T. Hann,
26-11-38. Departmental Secretary.
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OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF THE PRIVY COUNCIL

Ottawa, 26th November,1838.

Lieutenant Colonel S.T.Wood,
Commissioner of the Royal
Canadian Mounted Police,
O0ttawa.
Dear Sir,

Your letter of the 16th November duly
reached me, and I have been having a comprehensive
search made of the records of this Office to see
if there is anything in the nature of an Order in
Council dealing with the history of the Royal Canadi-

an Mounted Police Crest and Motto, but regret to inform

you that no such Order can be found.

Yours sincerely,
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G.219-3. .- ..+ Movember 28th, 1938.
' Persomal

,FZ"Dear M&jor Hi1l:

‘ ‘ s We have been attempting some
research work at this Headquarters with respect
to the motto and orest of the Ioyal Canadian
Mounted Police, and from & series of private
‘letters and: other maans we are gatting somawhere
at last.. .

; ‘ General ?erry, who lives at :
6283 hargnerite Street, Vancouver, has kindly
Ainformed me that he has an officer's sabretache
S ‘ _ ‘of 1877 which bears the buffalo head in silver
: : . : and the motto of the Foree, although the first
% S w_ordh is "“mintien" instead of "faintiens"”.

I have sasked General Perry if
he would mind if you telephoned him to errange
to borrow the sabretache and then have one of -
- your C.I.B. men take a photograph of the crest
and motto, so that.we may have it em recerd here.

- - I hesitate tc bother you in
this matter, but I shall appreciate it very
Imnch it yau will kindly telephone the General

000257
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-and endeavour to have the photograph taken
‘ Aand send it to me personally

‘ I ; If there is any expense in
e - connection mth ‘the matter, I shall be only

' too-glad to refund it to you if.' you will let.
me know what it is.

e 1 nope I shall be able to"
’v - N T i Areciprocate on some . future occasion. U

' With kindest regards,

. S ) : "~ Yours sincereiy,

Quperintendent C.H. I-Iill M C. y
- Offiecer Commanding, o
© "E" Division, :
' 7 R.C.M.Police,
; . Vancouver, B.C.

G. 7. Hann,
Departmental Secretary

. GH'RW.
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U G4219-3. . o November 2Bth, 1938.

Personal

® .. Dear General Perry:

It was extremely kind of you
. to furnish ms the information conteined in your
- letter of the 23rd November, and which to wmy joy
egtablishes definitely the po&nt I was trying to .
make, and you have kindly shown that the crest
and motto were in existence on the Officers’
- sabretache of 1877. I slacerely thank you also
“for the expression of opinion that it was quite
probable that the motto and crestreferred to was
‘introduced by Colonsl French who, as an Imperial.
- Officer, was familiar with regimental crests..

: Unfortunately, we are unable
. - - -~ to gseeure a copy of our Dress Eegulations ror
- . ' ~ . any period prior to 1890.

The other information which
you have furnished respecting Mezsrs. Hobson &
Sons, of London, England, will also be another

- avenue we can explore, and I am ever so glad
that we can place on our records that a former

Commissioner of the Force had in his po&session
& sabretache of 1877 bearing the motito and crest.

Nay I g0 one giep furuher,
and ask you to ‘be kind enough t0 allow Superin-
tendent Hill at Vancouver to have one of his men
photograph the. ecrest and motto on the Bsabretache
in questlon. .
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: : )
I am assuming that you will not
. mind his doing this, and I am writing him today
~asking him to telephone you at some convenient
time when the sabretache might be borrowed and

the crest and motto- photographed and the sabre-
tache returned to you. . .

I am delighted with the informatlon
you have kindly furnished

Yours very truly,

. G. 7. Hann, . -
Departmental Secretary.‘

L Major General A.- Bowen ierry, C.M.G.

6288 Marguerite Street,
' Vancouver B. C.
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NORTH WEST MOUNTED POLICE.

. W. M. Police

Motto and CrestV,

Information requested.

Re,

003 of 1896.
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(Copy).

192. -
Privy Council
(Seal)

Canada.

At the Government House at Ottawa,

Friday 24th day of January,1890.

Pregent,
His Excellency,

The Governor General,

In Council.

His Excellency in virtue of the powers vested
in him by Chapter 45 of the Revised Statutes, intituled
eee An Act respecting ﬁhe North West Mounted Police Force®,
and by and with the advice of the Queen's Privy Council
for Canada, is pleased to make and prescribe the following
Dress Regulations for Officers of the North West Mounted

Police Force and the same are hereby made and prescribed

accordingly.

Sgd. John J. llcGee,
Clerk,Privy Council.

The Right Honourable,

The Minister of Railways and Canals.
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(Copy)

Extracts Dress Regulations for Officers of the North- ‘éo

West Mounted Police.

- G ) G A e G W A . T . S G S A G G O D ST D D e G S D - A e P G - - -

BUTTONS.
Gilt of special pattern - Buffalo head with "N.W.

M.P." below and "Canada" above. The whole surmounted
by & Crown.

Helmet,

coeconsssesssPlate,N.W.M.Police, pattern (Same as
ornament on undress pouch.

A zinc¢ button covered with white cloth is worn on
all occasions when the spike is not used.
Pouch.
Purple velvet, gold embroidered, N.W.M.P.pattern.

Forage cap for Field Service.

Blne cloth folding cap 4% inches high with yellow
top and blue side flaps four inches deep, to turn down
when required. Gold French braid welts on cap and flaps
and at the front and back seams. Gold embroidered badge
of Ne W M. P. pattern on left side.

Waisgt Plate.

Circular gilt plate 1 1/8 inches diameter, with a
Buffalo head in silver, burnished rim 1 7/8 inches in
diameter with the words "N. W. Mounted Police,Canada,"
on the outer circle in silver.

Pouch for pield Glass.

Black patent leather 5% by 2% inches on top, and 4
inches deep, to hold binocular field glass, gilt mountings
with the following gilt metal badge in centre of flaps
a maple wreath with a ribbon bearing the word “Canada”
surmoun ted by the crown above; the words "North West
Mounted Police" be low, within the wreath an oval bearing
dhe words "Maintien le droit” encircling a Buffalo head
in silver. ‘

Sabretache and Slings.

Black patent leather with three slings 4 inch wide
to match the undress sword belt. N.W.M.P.nadge in metal
on the flap.

Wedical Staff,

waist Plate.

N.WeMeP.pattern.
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(Medical staff).

Bouch for Instruments.

ther with flap 6% -inches long, 3%

pes gold embroidery, each T

4 sides for -the Senior Surgeon,

W W.M.P.badge in metal on

Black Morocco lea
inches deep with two stri
jnch wide round bottom an
one stripe for Assistant Surgeon,
flap.

Veterinary Staffe

Waist Plate.

NeW.M.Popattern,

Pouch for Instruments.

Black Morocco leather, 65 inches long 3% inches

deep N.W.U.P. badge in metal on flap.
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Extract from the History of the
Royal North West Iounted Police - -
By
Captain Ernest J.Chambers,
(Corps of Guides)
Printed in 1906 -~ Pages

150 and 151.

The original red coat of the Mounted Police as worn
by the force under Colonel French, was of the loose frock
or Norfolk jacket pattern in vogue in the army for some
years after the Crimean War, with cloth belts. The broad-
striped breeches, as at present, were worn, while the
head-dress for full dress was the white helmet, for undress
the small, round "pill-box" forage cap once universal in the
mounted branches of the British service. The original issue
of uniform also included long brown boots and a brown coitton
fatigue suit.

The officers! uniforms differed only from those of the
non-commissioned ranks in the addition of & light edging of
gold lace to the "frocks" and the wearing of military rank
badges. ) :

In his confidential report on the force in 1875, Sir
Selby sSmith made the following reference to the uniform of
the force:-

"I like the dress of the Mounted Police, scarlet frock,
cord breeches, long brown boots and a brown cottion fatigue
suit, (better cotton than linen)- the latter when wet causes
chills and fevers; white helmet; the forage cap can be
improved, and also I prefer the tunic shape to the frock,
it is more *dressy' and the men take some pride in looking
smart. At present.there is a want of uniformity in the
-dress. I am told the uniform lately sent is excellent, but I
‘hardly concur in the system of allowing officers to wear the
same as the men with the addition of gold lace - it may do
for service but I think a neat full dress should be adopted ,
not costly but such as they could feel becoming their
position in society. I believe the officers desire this
improvement. I think the simpler the adornment of lace the
better.

"Tt is suggested that the officers should wear swords (4)
which.have a great effect upon the Indian mind and a shoulder
belt with a pouch for field glasses. Indeed I think Gon-
stmbles should hgve a field glass, they are absolutely necess-
ary on the prairie; a great number of Indians and others
now wear them, and the police are therefore at a disadvantage
without this aid."

Shortly aftef this, while the Hon. R.W.Scott was
the ministerial head of the department, at the request of the

. ; te e gt ted for the
officers, the tunic patbtern of "coat" was adopte 000265
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(2)

non-commissioned officers and men, a most elaborate officers!
uniform being sanctioned at the same time. This included a
very handsome tunic of the hussar pattern, but of course of
scarlet cloth, and with the rich trimmings of gold lace

and braid bestowed upon the familiar hussar officer's blue
garment. Other striking features of this uniform were long
drooping plumes of horse hair worn in the officers' helmets,
and a sabretache literally covered with gold lace, the main
ornament being the corp's badge, as at present consisting

of a buffalo head surrounded by maple leaves, with a garter
underneath inscribed. with the corp's motto "Maintiens le Droit."
Of course gold lace belts were also worn. At the time this
uniform was adopted comment was made upon its exceptionally
elaborate and expensive character, but it was represented

by the officers that smartness is especially required in the
early years of any corps to assist in the development of a
proper feeling of corps pride, and furthermore, that in this
case there was a special object to be considered in connection
with the uniform of the lounted Police, namely, the

importance of creating a marked impression of the importance
and authority of the officers of the force upon the

receptive minds of the Indians. Owing to these arguments,

and to the fact that the officers themselves, who would have

to pay for the gold lace and plumes, had asked for them, the
minister gave his sanctlon to the alaborate uniform which was s©
long worn by the officers.
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16th April,1896.

Dear Sire

In December last you sxnt me a Post card,
which I regret to say got mislaid in one of my baskets, asking
me. to tell you whether the N.W.M.Police have a crest and motto
for use on Departmental forms, and if so to forward you an
impression of the die.

I am éorry to say that we have nothing of the
kind in connection with our official forms, but the officers
havé a crest for their private paper, copy of which I enclose,
but I would not suggest your including it in your design of a
Military trophy for all érms in Canada, for the reason that the
Police Force is not a Military organization, and I know from

experience that many Militia Officers object to having the

Mounted Police included in anything as being part of the
Military organization of the country.
With apologies for delay in answering your
Post Card.
Believe me, ‘
Yours very truly,
«Hay, Esq.,

x 383,
Peterbor ough,Ontario.
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MEMORANWUM,

/ Peterborough,Ong.
TeAeS.Hay, Ce.E. April 19th,1896.
(Late Grand Trunk R'ly)
Merber Canadian 8001ety of C.E.
CONSULTING ENGINEER.

- cn- = s a0 @y e gm0 - - - o - -

Office, Bank of Commerce Building,
P.0.Box 383, :

. To Fred White, EsQ..,
Comptroller,N.W.M.P.
O ttawao

Dear Sirs
I am very muchfobliged to you for your letter
of lﬁth‘instént and crest enclosed.
I will note the suggestions contained in your
letter. As I had a;ready concluded not to consider the
- force as part of the Military organization of Canada.
I have met with only fair success in collecting the crests

of the different corps, as only a few have adopted a crest.

Thanking you most sincerely.

Believe me, Yours truly,

Sgd. T. A. S. Hay.
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COMMISSIONER FERRY'S SERVICE: -
24TH., JANUARY 1882 TQ 31lst MARCH, 1923

MINISTER OF JUSTICE in 1874 & 1875,
HON. A.A. DORION.

IN 1876 & 1877 ONWARDS THE FORCE WAS UNDER
THE SECRETARY OF STATE
HON. R.W. SCOTT - SEE COL. CHAMBERS' BOOK.

ACCORDING TO LETTER FROM BRIGADIER CONSTANTINE,
27th. APRIL, 1934, FILE G.838-8, HIS FATHER'S
DRESS ¢ SWORD AND SABRETACHE WERE ABOUT 1888 PERIOD.
THIS Is IN THE MUSEUM AT REGINA, SASK.

SERVICE OF LATE SUPT'. CONSTANTINE :~
20th. OCTOBER, 1886 to 5th May,1912 (DIED).

000269




Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act
Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur Faccés & linformation

T

ROYAL CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICE.

Ge219=3, ' ' OTTAWA, November 29th,1938,

Memorandum

G S~ G S T G G G e G G G W €53 S . - A D G

1, Another fyle of interest, in this matter,
is S.105 of 190, entitled "Badges for service caps
and felt hats - Henry Birks and Sons',

2. The correspondence, on this fyle, begins
with a letter from Messrs. Henry Birks and Sons to the
late Comptroller Fred White, dated June 3rd,l901, for-
warding three sketches of police badges, either for
service caps or felt hats, but it is not clear which.

The sketches are not now on the fyle, and the undersigned
wrote to Messrs, Hemry Birks and Sons hoping to get

some information, but up to the present we have re=-
ceived no reply.

Se Later on, the correspondence deals
with collar badges, but the fyle cover makes no
mention of collar badges on the outside or back
sheet.

4, : A copy of the letter addressed to
Mr. Te Ae S. Hay at Peterborough, dated the léth of
April,1896, is also on this fyle - see fyle No0.857
of 1894, which has been copied and is now on fyle
Gf219-3.

5. Fyle 8.105 of 1901 begins in June of
that year and ends in December of the same year.

Ge. T. Hann,
Departmental Secretary.

GH/L.
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Memorandum regarding Crests and Mottoes

- e D e D D D D s D w0 D T C3D S D e ED WD WS G aE S o e D . D e OB O W R D

On page 56 of the first issue of "Scarlet
& Gold" (1919), is an etching by Constable Rae,
1891. This etching shows the motto of the Force,
and, also the buffalo head, ,but which has no
maple leaves or anything of that nature surrounding
it.

The following is an extract from the R.C.M.
Police Quarterly for April, 1937, page 283:-

" In the days of pill-boxes it was a crime
w to wear the stetson other than on fatigues or
" a lone patrol away from castigating N.C.O.'s.
" The pay was variously fifty cents a day, cut

" to forty cents for a spell and later boosted

" to the unheard of sum of seventy-five cents.

"™ In 1897 helmet badges were issued for the
~FITSt time - this TOTr the troop which attended
the Diamond Jubilee of Queen Victoria.
Distinguished visitors to Banff in those color-
ful days included Sir Henry Irving the actor,
the beloved Ellen Terry, and the Duke of

" Connaught. "

33333

Write to Messrs. Hobson & Sons, 94 St. Martin's
Lane, London, England. This firm is believed to be
the one which made the first Officers ' badges and
crests and mottoes for their sabretaches in 1877.

4%§kg£
Write to the Manager of Heralds, London,
England, to ask if they have any registration or
record of the R.C.M.Police Crest and-Motto.
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Extract from "Scarlet & Gold", Jubilee Edition (1938)
Page 21

HOW THE BUFFALC HEAD C AME TO THE BADGE
OF THE R. C. M. P.

One of the "Originals" who wintered at Fort Garry

‘ in his reminiscences said: "The following spring we
started from Stone Fort (Lower Fort Garry) toward the
Cypress Hills, and when north of them in mid-September
saw thousands of buffalo." And the Assistant Commissioner
(Macleod, Asst. Commissioner, June 1lst, 1874) was so
impressed that he said he thought it would be a splendid
idea to have the buffalo head on our buttons. In his
report that fall he made this recommendation, to Head-
quarters and it was adopted.
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'EXTRACT regarding Uniform and Dress from "The Riders
of the Plains™, by A.L. Haydon, (Pages 342 & 343)

The full-dress uniform as originally worn by
the Police in 1874, and for many years after, was a
very showy one. It was something like that of an
English dragoon, consisting of scarlet tuniec, of the
loose Norfolk jacket pattern once in vogue in the
army, and without facings, grey (later blue) cloth
breeches with a broad yellow stripe down the side,
long brown riding boots, and a white helmet with a
glittering brass spike. For undress head-gear the
trooper wore the smart-looking "pill=box™ forage cap,
which was at one time so popular in the regular service.
There was also provided a brown duck fatigue suit for
summer use, and for cold or wet weather a long blue
cavalry cloak and cape. In the winter the regulation
“ dress included fur cap, buckskin mitts, moosehide
- moccasins, and long woollen stockings. While on out-
door duth the Policeman was protected by a thick
buffalo coat, until this was superseded by one of
black Russian lambskin.

The officers' full dress was at first the
same as that of the troopers, with the addition of
gold lace. As a result of representations made to
headquarters a more elaborate uniform was sanctioned.,
The commissioned ranks were now resplendent in a
scarlet cloth tunic of the hussar pattern, with hand-
some trimmings of gold lace and braid, and a Rgold
lace belt. On the helmet were long drooping plumes
of horse-hair similar to those of a Lifeguardsman,
while black "jack™ boots; white gauntlets, a cavalry
" sword, and sabretache richly ornamented with gold lace
heightened the effect. The sabretache was further
adorned with the corps*® badge, which consists of a
buffalo's head encircled by maple leaves, and bearing
the motto "Maintiens le Droit" beneath. The breeches
were at first of yellow coerd, then blue cloth, with a
Vyellow stripe running down the side. At about the time
the tunic coat was adopted, this pattern took the place
of the "frock or Norfolk jacket" type worn by non-
commissioned officers and men. It was considered to be
smarter and neater in appearance.
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Dear Colonel Sanderss

Le It sas extremsly kind of you %o send
me your letler of RHowmsnber Z22ik, and I apvreciate

your co=operziion and courtesy very muche.

2 The details yau huve so kindly given,
will be most helpful, and fills irn some of the gapd,
in ocvur information,

Ba I shall give your btest reguards to the
Conmi ss joner, and hove already taken the neceasary
steps to reciify the error in the spelling of your
rams. I em sopry, and apologize for having misspslt
it in my letter to you, althwugh I knew the correct
spelling. There should be no excuse in the fulure for
nisspalling it, elthsr by me or anyone else. -

4» Tharking you ggain, sud hnnizxg you

- will long be spared to snjoy your retirement, believe”

Col,

ne,

Yours sincerely,

G Te B
Departwen gl sacratary.
Ge He SJ‘C{GTSg CailaGoy I).a.().,
3014 Glencoe Roed,
. Golgarys Alberia.

AT e
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a. . g7

< e
G52 2nd nQCﬂmbﬂ?’lg380
P32
G.RLD <3
. "‘\
Lemorendmn foTy N
inspec tor Rivebt-Carnne,
- Beny Inspecter Riveti~Corynac:
. | . i, T cuote bolow an extreet frem n pearsonal
letter recently racelived fran Col. G« 3o Sanders: ~\
, *f pnotles my naws &5 usunily misspeld
.'" in lstters or reforonces o me in the
. seuorterly”. Could you hars this
> ' Tagtifiad, It ig & trifleg but thae

whim of an old man. ¥y correct des-
ignation 18 Cole G» Iy Sanders, C.Helss
ﬁ-Son"

Ze will you kindly have this nvited for
fature relference.

3 I am also sending & copy to the Chief
Treassury Officer, so that any refercnces Lo him on
his penuion fyle mey be corrazct in future.

Yours sinearsly, }
‘ |

l‘lP | | s Te fAnnn,

Dapartwenial Zocratary.
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GeB1Gmwd ' dnd Decorber, 193C.

Peay Malor Bagleyiw

1. Vie are muking some repearch into the
hisztory of the “ogal Canudisn ‘ounted Police erost
and motto, and as you were one of the COriglrole who
made the zareh soross the prairies in 16?4, may I
sak you to kindly let me xnow if { an gorraect in the
follouling iontterie

1) © The bution on the tunie losued to the
Originale bore simply o cyown in the centre of the
butten and the wor% "ﬂaa&é&“ below it with the lotters
He - w'ielle™ above. i I ’

) uubavquentxy the bu tons bor: the bullalo
head witn the word v"Canadat. gbove surnounted by the
Tictoria Crown. ‘icnenth the bulfalo hend anpeared the
iletiers ‘No’ ek

. 3} Soon after 1804, when the proflx ”stal“
wan grﬂnted g8 a Soronation hoaour, the buttan rona L ned
the. ounme with the exeoptlion that tho lLetters undarnouth
the buffalo hezd were ahmiged to "R.H.d 00"

4) - I 1920, when m Lo nave of the Peorce vas

shanged to the heyal b&ﬁﬂdlﬁn ‘ountod .olleo, the button

bore the full erest of the rureu, ho;ng the buf olo hoad,
surrounided by & garter bearlng the mnotto "Mointiens le
Jroit® suracunted by the word "Cahuda" and 8 fudor Crowi.

The opcest nlso wus m&ruavn»cﬂ by maple leaves, and &
“seroll at the bottom contalned the womin "Royal Canaulan

iountod :olice™, whlch ia af eourss the eprest todaye

%) 50 au@h?farnﬁ&c buttons of the Nonelomie
isrmioned Officors and Congitables, I bellove the bhuttons
of the Officers woro exnetly the sone as those of. the ~wun,
excant »orhoves they ruy hawve Ceen mode of & 1i%9tle betier

matoerial. ,

8]  No eollar badpea were izsund to the nen
for mnay ycnra. althongn hclmet badgeo hed boon in use
in =R /8 7;7 N :

?) 45 Pnroeas I hove been sble to aseertaln
here, the Tlrat of the eollor bedges woere Isoued loie in
1801, and serc made by Lieary Birks & Oons,. of “ontrool.
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8) Inrofar a3 the crect of the Ferece is

~ eoncerned, wo have information thot an Officer's

sabreteche of 1877 was aderned by a buffalo head

--and the motto "Maintiens le Dmolt", and of course

cu/an

we hnve further lnfermatimn of the crest subsoe -
quent to that dates Iy chlef object in writing
you is to ask if you will kindly lot me know whether
you agree with my statements respecting the buttons
and ¢ollar bodges, and if you hauppen to have ny

“informetion as to who drew up the crest or chose

tie buffalo head or the motto ““ainbiena le. Or.itn,

. which was used by Officers for many yesrs. on their

statlconery, unifeoma and kit.

Do Any detalls which you my bc able to give - in
this matter will be sincorely appreciated.

Yours #ery truly,

G.. T. Hamn,
Departmental Seereg ry.

tmjor ¥, Bagley,
Hanff,.

Alta.
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G 516=15, A
GelBal, 2nd Pecerber1938,

Dear lre Tummer:

| e 7o have been crrrying out some research

| worky in connection with the crest and motto of the Force,

| ' and without attempting to bother you too mmch, I shall

;‘ ‘appraciate it if you will kindly let me know if you have
any idea a3 to v&m chose the Puffalo hesd aend the motio
“Maintiens le Troilt,

e I huve gathered togsther some interesting
informetion as to nbout when the crost was adopted by
the Officers, but so for I hoeve not baen ohle %o find
ayyone sho has anything definite,as to who choss it.

.‘ 3o Commni as ioner Perry sugsests that Colonel
| ‘« French, who krew all mbout regmmul crests vas probably
responsible for it.

4e - It appears frem informotion alrezdy in
my hands thet the crest formed en sdornmesnt on ths
Officerts ssbretachs in 1877.

B. I should much apprecisnte an exprsssion
of your czpinion., m- a-u/

Yeumo fuithfully,

‘lr | ' G. T. Hani, _
3: , Departmental Secretary.
. Johnt P. TRrRery H8Q.y
117 Coopsar Strast,
Gt we, Ontario.

it g
P
R S N
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Ge210=34 | 3rd Decenber,l938,

Dear Colonel ¥cGi tbon:

le It mas very kind of you to write io me
on Hovenber 29th, end to teke the trouble to give the
defails you have kznﬁly furnished,

s . These hove very largely filled in the

- gap in our story of both the buttons and also af the
crest of the Force.

3. | I thank you onece again for you kind
help and ca—eperat;an, and hope that you will long be
spared to enjoy your retirement.
Yours foithfullye
Deperimental Secretary. ‘
LteCols J. Ae EeGibbon, -'f'j
Apartment 104, : ‘
975 Chileo ¢ traat¢
_V”ﬁeauver,a.c¢
R N |
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ROYAL CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICE LY
"Depot" Division.

IN REPLY PLEASE QUOTE

DIV. FILE No. | Regina,Sask. Dec. 3rd,1938.

H. Q. FILE No.._ Ge.21973.

PERSONAL:

My dear George:

I receiped your personal letter of
the 24th, and was indeed pleased to hear from the
sanctum-sanctorum, and to know that you are getting
along well.

These days we are all looking for news.
Rumours are not so numerous as they once were, but
we are all wondering who will take the Lord High Ad-
miral's residence on the corner of the Square. Prob-
ably before receipt of this letter the news will be
out. ’

I have had photographs taken of the
sabretache, but the crest wes all polished therefore
did not come out very well in the photograph. I am
heving another one taken so that it will show all -
deteil, and will forward the seme to you the moment
it is completed.

No doubt you received the three but-
tons I forwarded to you some time ago. One in part-
icular, with the N.W.M.P, the Queen's Crown and ifpit@Min .
wes very interesting.

I will look over a quantity of the
stuff in the way of crests, have them photographed
and sent to you for record.,

Sir Frederick Haultain sent me some
photographs Jjust—lebely;which~T have put in the
Muscum. One he thought was a photograph of A/Commr.
Herchmer, who is sals0O wearing a sabre and sabretache,
but on close examination under the glass, I find that
the sabretache has ‘an artillery crest upon it. There-
fore I am afreid it is probably a photograph of s
military officer during the Rebhellion.

Vith best wishes to yourself, Mrs. Henn
and the family.

Yours very sincerely,

G.T. Hann, Esg., -
Departmental Secretary,

Royal Canadien Mounted Police,

Ottawa, Ontario.
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Ge220=36 | | $th Decenbar,1938.
1 :
o
. i
Desr ¥ajob Roodie:
/% /
4! g
p i Itms voery kind of you io sond me
your

ﬁttﬁr of Rovembor 30th, =nd I thank you sincsrely

for the information it czmtesms, which will be of con=

ﬁiderg%lgé a:s.:mmmnee, to fie.

Sa

_ .ty emqu your redirement, and T take this oppotr tunity
e 5 ef "m;{ ,.,inu, you & Herry Chrisimaes and & most Prosparous

[/ . X trust that you will lwg Yo dvarad

Youre sincerely,

Ge To Hann,
Departmental Secreiory.

B jor J. D.\ Hoodis,
?&3‘! 09 EQE 23&,

1-1
gsﬁ(

e

R, 5 g

v

5, -

nc&n, Be8s
\\
\

A
l\
b

000286



Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act
Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur l'accés & linformation

A

R19=3, 5th Necember,1938.

Doar Sirs

1o : We have been doiig some regearch work
into the history of the crest and motto of the Royal
Cwnadian Hounted Policey, & raplica of which will be
seen &% the top of this 1aﬁtar.

at this Hemdqueriersy that the first CSommissionsr of
the Force, Cols Go As French, who afterwerds beccme
Hﬂ,}OI‘ Gensrol Siyr CG. A .Ei'GﬂChy ¥aC wﬁa@cg at the
‘ termination of his mervices in Australia, is the
W Officer who was responsible for drafting the crest,’
and pelecting the motto, somewhere between the yomrﬁ
A18?4 and 1877.

' ) 2o It is considered more than likely,

3@ it the anrmiae, in the precaoding

paregreph 1o correct, thare is o possibility. that

Colonel French, either on his return to Zngland in
1876 or thereabouts, my heve asked the College of
Arms or Heralds in London, to register the crest,

or he way hove wriﬁten from Cenada, making such &

reéuaﬁt.

4o Ve shall, therefore, very much appreciate
ity if you can convéniently lave an enquiry made
at the above nentioned College to ascertoin whether
_ they have any record of the crest of the Force, which
' was then khown as the North West Nounted YPollce.

" Be if thore in any record of regliotration,
we should, of courne, verj much like to secure full
particulersy and If there is any fee, will you kindly
my ity on behalf of this Force, and sond mo an
account, in due coursc.

Yours very truly,

Se Te Wood y
Commissioners
The Secretary to the .
High Commissioner for Canads,
Canada House,
Trafalgar Squarc,
London, fngland.
Q@'{/’ Lrn
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GaB19w3 | - " . ¢th. Decanbar,; 1938,
| TERSONAL

Magor T He Irvine, .
officer Commandlag,
*Depat™ Divislonyg
- Reglna, Sask,

Dear Major Irvine:=

It was very good of you indeed
to write me on Dee¢, 3rd., and to so kindly have
arranfed to have the photographs of the oresi
of*the Force on thoe ssbretnche at Hegina, taken,
and I shall look forward to recelvjng themn later \
wltn great lnterest, o

Yes, thank you very much, we
received the buttons which you mention. These C
ferm a verv imﬂcrtant link kn our chein of evidence, i

i should like to moke one more
reau&st of yau, if I may, and that ls: have you an
old=-time nelmet at Hegina, bearing a ¢rest of the

. Forge? If so, may I trauble you furthcr t0 have
it photographed also, and when that has been done, o
I think it will be the last trouble we shall put g
younto,

- Ag far as oud records go, it
seens the flrst helmet badges were issued about
1897, and if we ¢an secure s photograph of ane,
we ghall indeed, be raterul.

' By this tine, ,you will ltnow that
Asst. Commissioncr C. U, lalauze is conming to you.

Thanking you for the trouble
you have s0 kind?y taken, and hoping that you will
be able to furﬂ sh us with 8 photograph of a helnet
budge.

Tith avery good wish to nre,
Irvine and yourself @n& family,

Believe ne,

Yours very sincercly, -

- Depart .ental u@cxooozss




Deper tmental Secretary,
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L.H. 3A
ROYAL CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICE (06
"Depot" Division. '
- IN REPLY PLEASE QUOTE
DIV. FILE NO....ooovvviiiieeriencieee e
H.Q. FILE No...G»s..2L978......... ..Beging,Sask..Dec.. 61h,. 1938,
'PERSONaL:
|
|
My dear George:
I am enclosing herewith, photo-
graphs of the crest on the s&bretache, which.
is a considerable improvement over the first
one I had taken and, as you see, gives all the
details.
If you wish any more of these
photographs, pleese let me know and I will
have them completed.
Yours very ngerely,
G.T. Hann, Hsq., .

Royeal Cenadian Mounted Police,

Ottawe, Ontario.
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Ga819=3 SRR . 7th. December, 1838.

Daar Si '1:.::

1. Referring to my letter of the Bth. Det.,
with respect to the history of the trest and moito
_of the H.C.M.lollce, ,

Ze I have been 1nformedl Tedently thot Hessrs.
Bobson X Son, %4 Street, Martin Lane, London, Bug.,
is the Pirm which made the firet Officers'badgesand
‘ crests for their sabretzches in 1877, and 1$ will
. ‘ , be very much appreciated 1T youw will kindly leb me
' - know if this firm is still iIn existense.

Yours very truly,

o . o By TS, Woody .
The -Secretary to the High Cormlssioners
Commissicner for (anada, e
- ' Canada House,
.* Trafalgar Sguare,
London, Eng.Gi/ B
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CuB517=47. . 7¢n Decembay 1938,

Dear Sir:

1. : T th&nk you for your letter of
 Decomber 4th, and for the efforits you made in
‘kecping the picture "Heart of the Norih" within
. reasonable limits, .

2 I Guite understand that you cennot
 have youx .own way in avery ztam of detail.

Uﬁe SRR I wiﬁh.you Buccess in "g ugana&h of
the Lﬁumtiaa"

44 With regerd to the motto of the Force,
“Faintiens le Droit", we are still having ressarch
made regording the mpito and crest of the Forca,
and at the present time I shall not say moraz than,
it is mown that the crsst and motto of the Porce
practicully g 1t is today, was worn by Qfflcers

- of the Porce on their sabretachs and also on the

field glasg pouchy in (% /€ 77

5., As you no doubt lknow, collar budgas,
vearing the crést nnd motto of the Yorce, were nob
worn untll about the yeer 1900,

e Insofur asz the helmelt badge iy conw

cerned, we are endesvouring to secure & photos

graphic copy of this, which wes uﬂed for the 1ir3t 1.

t.'.l]'ﬁ@ ii} lag‘}'. WJ C{/n‘—m[ / ﬂ'/f:/\/\_{,-—yaLy‘\,{ ,/( /\f/é/{)_l,[ j/ “4» -y / '“"‘:/;:"'-' .
. - @ gy ~"r~‘ R :\., r [ l>-/* L

Te I guite remlize thot this ;ufammJoion

is ratnur goanty, but it way £ill your neads far

the prawent.

Ba  Thanking you for your kind wishog for
Christmes and the ¥ew Year, which are hesrtily re=-
ciprocated,

Yours very truly,

5. Te Wood,
Commise loner,
He Bruce C. Carruthera, E8qes .
5165 So, Wilton Plzca,
Los Angeles, Crlifornia,
Us Sa Ao
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"E" DIVISION.
C.IOB. 6

L.H, 3A

ROYAL CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICE

IN REPLY PLEASE QUOTE

DIV. FILE NoO.....cccoovviiiiieiiieininen

4 VANCOUVER, B.C.
H.Q.FILE No.... 881973 ... December 8th, 1938.

PERSONAT, :

G.Te Hann Esq., MeBaEa.,
Departuental Secretary,
R.C.M. Police,

OTTAWA, Ont.

Dear Iir. Hann:-

Superintendent Hill is at
present absent from the City on duty. Before
he left he shewed me your personal letter to
him, and requested me to reply to same, when
the photograph you asked for had been completed.

General Perry kindly loaned us
the N.W.M.P, crest of 1877, taken from an
officer's sabretache, and Corporal Haywood of
the C.I.B. here, took a photograph of it.

Enclosed herewith are two prints
from the negative, which shew the crest and
motto very plainly, and I trust will be suitable
for your purpose. The photo is approximately
natural size.

No expense was incurred.

| ‘ Yours sincerely,

(G.W. Fish),Insp.
In Charge C.I.B.
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Major T H. Irvine,

Sy foiﬁa? Commanding
ReClhwTFolice,
"Dapot” vaiﬁiﬁﬁ,
Reglne, Sask.,

By dear Hajor Irvine:s

I ®wss delishted to recsived
your leiter of the 8th. enclosing threa photo-
sraphs of the crest of the Foree on the sabre
£ G‘he »

These photegranhs are very
important, end I thank you siucerely for %h
trouble you hive kindly taken,.

‘ If I ¢mu reciprocate at any
time, I do hope you will not hesitate to ask.

, o itk best wishes to you and
e, Irvine, ‘ ‘

~

Believe ne,

Yours sincnrsly,
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GeDTD=1,
Ge 219‘3‘ 9th D@C@mb’@:;;lgs@n

Hemorondum for,
Insp. ¥ V. watson,
Officer in chorge,
' Finger Print Section.

Dear Inspector Totsons

1, I am cdoing some investi £1 thi
some invesbirs-tion for the

Commissioner, respecting collar badges, otc. " EoT Ehe

Sa Will you kindly have a negative made

of each of the {wo collections of badges and butt
enclosed, herewith,; and heve six yrin%s af each.ngg
returning all to me in due courao, !

zgdioﬁad Ere gﬁs the tWﬁtcellactiona ol buttons

sad, 0% my proporty, but belonz to Ir.Rertranm
Fauvel, 1l will be apprecinted if you will take every
care of then.

4, The Cemmissioﬁer is aware o 3
L5k 3 . zare of my meking
this request, and heos approved of it.

5, If pessible, I should like the photo-
graphs to be of the sume alze as the originsls,

Ge T. Hann,
Departmental’' Secretary.
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- Ge219=3 ' i2¢h. Decenber, 1938,

Persanal.

Dear Captain Fish,

I thank you sincerely for your
letter of Deecember tth., forwarding me the photo-
graph of the c¢rest on the sabretache, now in the
posgession of General Ferry.

I shall write to General FPeryy
thanking him,and &lso to Superintendent HiLL,
aend T shall eppreciate very much I you will
kindly thank Cornoral iaywooed for ne,.

Last, but not least, I thank
you slincerely for all the trouble you have
taken, and I hope that 1if I capn reeiproeate
at any time, you wiil not feil to ask me,

Again, thanks very wmueh.
Yours sineerely,
Captain G.7. Fish,
ReCoi.Police,
Vangouver, B.C.

CH/AB Departmental Secretary.
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U« . - Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act

G.219-3. | | December 12th, 1938.

‘Dear General Eerry'

Wa have now received the
photographAor the motto and crest taken from
the Officer's sabretache in your posseasion,

4 and we are delighted with i%, and in case you
r R * have not been furnished with a copy and would
' C 1ike to have it, I enclose one.

: This is very nmuch llke the
photOéraph of a similar crest secured from
our Museum at Regina, but yours has the ad-

. vantage of dating from 1877, only three years

. after the ipception of the Foras.

Thanking you again for all
your kindness, and wishing you a very happy
Christmas and a most proaperous New Year,
belleve me,

Yours sincerely,

’Eajor Genseral A. Bowen Peri'y, C.M.G.-,
6288 Harguerite Street,
Vancouver B. G.

G. T. Hann, . ,
Departmenpal,Seeretary.}

GH'RY.

\. | ' | ... 000296
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- M’;

tﬂﬂaﬁeéémbér.iZth; 1928. .

Dear Major BI11:

I want to thank you sincerely

for.being sc Kind as to ask Tmspector Fish to .

arrange for the photograph of the crest and

" .motto of the Force on the mabrétache in the .
Pl posiggiion.cr General Perry, whieh dates baeck . .

captain’ﬁfsh hés-kiﬁdiy San':‘

‘me_the photographs, and they are exeellent,

and .I have asked him to. thank Corporal Haywodé- A
for his work. I am-also mich obliged to¢ Captain -

I should aléb"like‘tqltaka’ihiéiﬁ71

. -opportunity to thank you personally for your .

.~ -kinlness 1ln this matter, and if you ever find
~. " that I can assist you in any way, please do - .
" not hesitate to ask. . Voo T

.E.Eill, M.C c>, -

B ﬂsaih,tpaﬁkigé you,. -

Yours sinderely,

icer Compmanding,
.G K. Police,

Vannquverjwﬁwc.?' }

¢. 7. Heon,. -

Depettental Secretary. .

W, o
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: '"Becembefelzth, 1938.

Memorandum. for:

Inspector W. W. Watsen, -
~ - I/6 Finger Print Section.

. 1. | Attached are two photographs of the
erest and motto of the Foree, reproductions
from actual crests on Officers’ sabretaches
of the old days. ' ' ' B
2. . . In conmection with the research we
-are ¢ arrying out for the Commissioner, I

would 1ike tG gscure new negatives for these
.photographs and omne dozen prints of each.

A e "J-G.‘Ti Hann;- .
GR'RY. o - Departmental Sscrstary.
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Copy of File 92 of 1880

Name ’ Subject
Supplies 1880-81  Uniform Buttons

Messrs. Maynard Harris & Co.
30 gross large Buttons Buffalo Head
"

20 " Small "
20 " " " N. W.M. P.
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Copy of File 92 of 1880

Date of
Letter & Receipt, Action
1880
Feb. 23 Memo to Mr. Creighton asking what
quantity of uniform buttons he has
on hand.
" 25/26 Reply none but that he requires
6 gross for clothing already made up.
" 26 Letter to Maynard Harris & Co.
ordering buttonsas per opposite page.
Mar.10/24 Letter from Maynard & Co. acknowled-
ing receipt.
Apl. 12 20 gross buttons small N’W M.Police
received.
1 13 Buttons sent to Mr. Creighton.
" 22 ) Invoice of balance of butbtons received.
May 7 )
Aug. 13 Bill of Exchange sent in payment of A/C.

13

Page on letter
or
Telegraph Book

302

318

631

466
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7

G.601-4.

MEMORANDTUM

()

| 1. The following Departments of the Federal

{ : ‘ Government have kindly made searches for information
respecting the Royal Canadian Mounted Police crest
and motto:-

(1) Privy Council - ©No evidence.
(2) Archives - No evideﬁce.
(3) Secretary of State - No evidence.
. (4) Secretary of State Library - No evidence.
' (5) Department of National Defence - No evidence.
. 2. Most of these searches were made at the request

of Mr. H.W. Doyle, of the Secretary of State Department,
as a result of our letter to that Department.

3. Of course, the search in the Privy Council was
made at the request of the Commissionsr, but Mr. Doyle
is responsible for those made in the Archives, the
Secretary of State filing system, and the Secretary of
State library, as well as in the Department of National

Defence.
4. Mr. Doyle suggests that we might visit the
’. Parliamentary Library, and ask them to let us see what

records they have on the matter, if any.

. 5. ‘ We have already written to the College of
- Heralds in London.

-

———
G. T. Hann,
Departmental Secretary. 000302
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late 1874 and I would he inclined to think
that the crest was a2donted soon afterwards.
At Christrmas that year. Crozier ornamented
the enftrance to the bharracks with a mo?to’
etec.s, 2and is it not wossibhle that a sultao}e
crest mey heve come un for discussion at that
time? Croziar's Christmas motto read: "The
Pioneers Of A Glorious Future."

I am indeed sorry that I cannot throw
more light on the subject. Such little as
I have been able to give above is “or the use

of the Force records only. I find thet con-
sidereble valusble information given to the
late Sir James llacBrian was used by Featherstonhaugh

in the book he mublished a year ago.

Sincerasly yours,

JPT/ 0
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G.219-3. 14th December,1938.
Dear Sir:
1. It was very kind of you to send me your

letter of the 13th December, in connection with the
motto and crest of the Force, and I sincerely thank
you for -the trouble you have taken.

2. The opinions of Commissioner Perry and
Colonel Banders and others differ with that expressed
by you, and I think you will agree that if the crest
wgs adopted soon after 1874, which is what we think,
it then would have been during Colonel Frenéh's
commissionership.

3. ' Some time when you have a few minutes
to spare and you are coming this way, I. should esteem

"it a favour if you would tell me what information

you mean was disclosed to Mr.Fetherstonhaugh.
4, Thanking you once again for your kindness
and hoping that if I.can be of any service to you,
you will not fail to ask me.
Believeume,

" Yours sincerely,

J. Po. Turner, msq.,

117 Cobper St.,
Ottawa,Ont.
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Banff. Alberta. 2%
” Your Ref.No.-G.219-3 15th.December.1238

From Fred A.Bagley
TO GoT oHann,ESqo ’I\qOB OIE.

R.C.M.P.,0ttawa.Ont,

Dear Sir:-
In reply to your letter of recent date asking for
information re buttons,étc.,worn by the "originals" of the
Force,I beg to'say that it is rather difficult to remember
all the little details of the uniforms of nearly ©5 years
‘ ago.

. Howeverj;attached hereto is. a description of the uniforms,
etc.,issued in 1873 and 1874,which,I hope,may be of some use
to you,

"You,of course,have access to the files in the record
office,and I have no doubt that your statement as to changes
in the crest,collar badges,and motto of the Force,etc,,is
correct - except that,as we were at that time under the

’ Militia Department for administration purposes,our buttens

were all of "Canada Militia" pattern.

T cannot say,at this late date,when the
first "N.W.M.P." buttons were issued.
I have been under the impression that the "Tudor"
crown was taken in to use before I left the Force in 1829,
but I am,most likely,wrong in this.
Helmet plates were issued,and worn for the first
time,by the Diamond Jubilee Contingent in London England in

the year 1897.

In those old days of '73 and '74 very little

attention was given to the matter of smart uniforms,the
apparent policy of the authorities being to unload their

surplus Militia uniforms and equipment on to us.

The completion of the '74 march found our 000305
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Bagley ( 2 ) Document divulgué en vertu de la Logquccés & l'information
uniforms little better than rags and tatters,and we were

under the necessity of buying clothes for ourselves at the

H.B.Co's trading posts,and later on of making our own '

from deer skins purchased from Indians.

(D)

You may,perhaps,find the undermentioned
copies of entries in my diary both interesting and amusing:-

"_14th NOVEMBER,1874(Sat,.) - I rode out to the hay field
(from camp on Snake Creek)this morning and had dinnmer
there. After dinner Sergt. C.Thompson and I walked
several miles,through deep snow,from camp to Barracks(?)
On arrival there found that my toes were frozen.

28 degrees below zero. Tough on the men cutting hay in
the snow covered swamps. The "uniform'" of Trumpeter
Fred A, Bagley,of the North West Mounted Police Force at
the present moment consists of rough red shirt; with
moleskin (barndoor) trousersj;brogan shoes,and long stockings
2ll miles too big for him,topped off with a disreputable
helmet, Tchabod. The glory has departed".

(2)

. " 7th JULY.1875 = General perade of "E" Troop for inspection
by Colonel French. The Troop,for this parade,donned
their best "uniforms",which consisted largely of deer
skin jackets and trousers,all profusely befringed;large
fur (fox) caps,the fox tails hanging down the backs of
the men wearing the capsj;with here and there through the
ranks a remnant of a scarlet tunic showing.

Colonel French rides to the parade ground,accosts
one who appears to be the chief bandit,and indicating
the "E" Troop ragamuffins enquires :-" What is this
Captain Carvell ? ",and is answered with "My Troop Sir,
paraded,as per your orders,for inspection by you ."

One fierce look,and a hasty "Good G-B-" from the Colonel,
. and then whirling his thorouhbred mare he is off like a
shot. The parade is immediately dismissed."

I am sorry that I cannot add very much to the knowledge

already possessed by you.

Yours faithfully

ngd(wﬁj},f |
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N.W.M.P.1874, - gg/

Dress of QOfficers & other ranks.

In the year 1874 there did not appear to be any distinctive dress
or uniform for Officers. Many of them wore the uniforms of the
various Militia units in which they had served prior to joining

the Force,and they presented a slightly nondescript appearance: on
parades For instance:-Major Walsh wore a short,dark blue cavalry
jacket trimmed(frogged)with braid. After 1874(I do not remember
the exact date)a scarlet Hussar uniform was prescribed for Officers;
the tunic trimmed(frogged)with gold braid;the sword belt and slings
thereof,and the cross belt and pouchxrx richly gold embroidered.(Ihe
sabretache was of black patent leather,with a silver buffalo head,
and the motto of the Force thereon) This was topped off by a white
helmet with plumes of various colours - according to rank. The
undress uniform for Officers cdénsisted of scarlet patrol jacket
trimmed back and front with gold braid. The forage cap('pill box")
was of blue cloth,trimmed with gold braid.

N.,C.0's and men,

TUNIC:- Scarlet"Norfolk"jacket,without facings or trimmings, with ™.

: open,rolw%ollar,two breast pockets,and two skirt pockets
lined with heavy moleskin. White collar and black tie.

. FORAGE CAP:- Blue cloth("pill box")with white band and button.
No gold lace(except chevrons and rank badges)was
;. worn by N.C.,O's in 1874,

HELMET:- Cork.White.No spike or front badge.l.eather chin strap.

PUGRI:- Of yellowish,muslin like material,wound several times
around the helmet,with loose ends hanging behind the head.

OVERALLS:- Dark blue cloth,with double white stripes down the
outside seams. (Military Train.)

CLOAK & CAPE:- Dark blue cloth,lined with scarlet serge. English
cavalry style,

. FATIGUE JACKET:-0f unbleached cotton,with "Canada Militia''brass
@ buttons. '

SADDLE:- "Universal'",British Army pattern.

CARBINE:= Short Snider Enfield.
SIDEARMS:= Adams Revolver.

LANCES:- A special Troop,organised temporarily,carried lances during
part of the march across the Great Plains in order,apparently,
to impress any Indians we might meet.

FLINT & STEEL:-Nearly every man carried flints and steel in his "fire
bag'"during the early aays of the Force, This was
not an "issue",and was voluntary on the part of the
men.,

NOTE:~- We '74 men wore "Nortfolk"jackets - as stated above - but when
we arrived at Dufferin we found the '73 men ("A"™ "B" & "CH
Troops)wearing scarlet serge frocks with dark blue cutts and
collars,with "Canada Militia" brass buttons. This was the
uniform of the Toronto Military Schocl. During a few years
immediately rollowing the year 1874 we were issued,at various
times riaing preeches off (1)grey tweed;(2)Buckskinj(3)Bedford
cord; (4)Moleskin, Also,at one time our overalls were of Horse
Artillery pattern,with broad red stripes,and black leather
strapping.
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G219, "o ... December 16th, 1938.

%emorandum for._,

Inﬁpeetar oW ﬁatson, S
S i Finger Print Section,
ST Tottawa. |

3 .-l.,‘» . I encleae sampla of buttons and
. - grests of the Force which the Gammissioner
desires to have ghotogr&phed.4

e %ill you please ‘have n negative
made and fnrnish twelve prints of about
 Ath8 same s;za as the attached sample.

3

T T G. 7. Hapa,
s S - Deparitmental Secretary. .
,\_ - N s L : p - i - ‘ N

ST A T T
omEw. L. AR TR F
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OFFICE OF THE R 287 /HC/38. '
HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR CANADA,,
CANADA HOUSE,
LONDON,S.W.I.

l9_th December, 1938.

Dear Sir, 43{}67 3 0EC3138
1 have r?et‘:eived your letter dated ‘5th December

No. 110692 reference G.219-3 regarding research into
the history of the Crest and Motto of the Royal
Canadian Mounted Police.

. ) In reply I_may say that I have had pleasure
in taking up the question raised in your letter (With
the College of Arms in London and I shall forward
any information received from that authority.

Yours very truly,

Secreﬁw '
. The Commigssioner,

"Royal Canadian Mounted Police,
OTTAWA,
CANADA,

Vd
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besy ﬁagar Eagley

1. It was very ki of you, inde&& to
tﬁge all tae tvuuhle you did 1n sending me your
ikﬁter Qf Dege ber lﬁth.
3. ' Braexate your kind ﬁ531s%@nea
o very %uch and. the deteils you have so kindly far-
. ni.dhe& sill fill dn lar@,e gaps in our rscams.
B , You have ertiﬁulgrxy ‘eledred wp the . .
qu@ﬂti@n of ﬁhe h@lmﬁt %h&ch hﬁa assi*ted mﬁ Very - :
...Eﬁeho

44 ,“ahing fQJ a v&rg he poy hri“tmas
and a mest prosperous 1939, Whanking yau onece.
again, snd hoping thet you will 1035 be spax red -
to- enjcy your retxve-enta

Yours falthfully, ST

A . G.T. Habn,. Co
4a485£fr algzgleg, : u&ﬁ&rﬁmzntal acretaﬁy.:s
* T (P.O, Box 435) | e
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A orrice oF THE R. 267/HC/38.
HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR CANADA,
CANADA HOUSE,

LONDON,S.W.I.

22nd Degember, 1938.

Déar gir, 1186 Al =55
In reply io your letter dated. 7th December
No. 111914 ref No. G 219-3 regardlng the hlstory of the
Crest and Motto of ‘the Royal Canadian Mounted Polige,
I may say that the . flrm of Messrs.Hobson & bon formerly
of 94 Martln Lane, London, ig stlll in existence and is
now known-as Mesers.Hobson and Son (London) Ltd., Head
. - Offiee 154~164 Tooley Street, London Bridge, S.E. 1.
This Company which was founded in 1850 is
._Well-anWﬁ;ééwa'firm of Army, Navy and Polize Clothing

Contractors, Hat and hecoutrement Manufecturers ete.,

and has a West End Branch at 1-5 Lexington Street,
A_Golden Square, London, W. (Telegrams ' "Embroilance,
i Piccy, London").‘ | |
/llessrs.
The Commissioner,
’ , Royal Canadian Mounted Police,

Ottawa Ontario,
’QADA
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Messrs.Hobson & Sons are on the War,
Admiralty and Air Forece Lists as Government
Contractors.

Mr.Donald Brown of Messrs Hobson & Son
advises me that his firm left their Martin Lane
premises in 1879 and after making some search for the
records of the supply of Badges and Crests for the use
of officers of the Foysal North West Mounted Police
in 1877, Mr.Brown regretted that he could not find

particulars of this order.

Yours faithfully,

Secretary.
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G.am-s. : e '
BaFe84% .t 29th December,1938, .

Deor Eﬂdot Bé&léy;

S PR ot G P, ‘Henn, the magartmantal Secretory,
-~ inforns me th&t you have kindly assieted him, recontly,

- 4u connection with the early history of the Yorce, par«-
--,ticularly de: ling with the croat and mottc of the Porce.

“8. T 1 Hann mentione& that you sent him a caupla
of intoresting extrncts from your diary, which you keyt
"during your aervicu in the. Eorce.

'3 . From s hi;torieal point of view your diary,
p&rticularmy of the early days, I am sure must be intensely
1nﬁeresﬁing and I am wonderin; if you would bhe willing to
loant it to us in order that wo might bake o typawritten
cayy of it fox ouy. ”uaeum at Ragina._

:§4. ' AR ¢ o yau can sae your way to eomply with our
racuest, I will ask the Officer Companding at Celpary

© to interview you znd t¢ send the diary to me by re=

m,jnr 3?. A. ca*gleya :

- gistered mail snd T could return it in {he sahé munner,
- 85 soon upd 1t hes been copleds I shall very much
“appreciste hearing Lfrom you whan.you have had tmmc to
consider. the mattar.

fﬁ. - - WiShing ycu a mogt prosparous Eew Yoar
- and trusting that you will: still have. m&ny yu i yot
;1n which ta anjoy yaur ratlrement‘

 Youre cincerely,

T Gae Te Woody
~Conmlosioner,

?QQQBOX 430, .
Ianamf. fu.ba‘ ta...
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Gul1Te«d, ' 30 th Decemberyil938.

Tomorantun for,

Inspector We e Wnotson.

T 2 s A A o W D S S0 . S B WS

le The Commissioner desires to have a pholow
graph of the atiached crest. If you could have it
mgnified about half as ruch again, it would be
very zuch cleaver,

Ee Will you plemse furnish me with the negative
*md abourt 12 prints, and greatly oblige.

Yours very truly,

G’i To Hﬁm;
Beportmental Secretzry.

Lgn Ly

WF Joe
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e

GaB38=8 3lst Decrrber,ifiB.

The Officer Cormarding,
"Depot” Divisiony
Re Co ¥e Police,
Reginag, Spsk.

01ld General Orders.

i The oldest extant General Orders hsre
do not go back esyrlier than 18856,

2 I% hes oceurred to me that you my
heve some esriier velume or volumes at Regins.,
If so, will you please let me know what they are
and how far back they go.

Se - It is presumed thel any you may How
have are likely in the ITuseum thera.

He To ’&".’Ood, , :
Conmisgioner. £
GH/L. ¥/
4
104‘17/
1
/‘ 4 "'/1
. /4/ }
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Ge219-3 LT EE  4th, January, 19%5
pear Sir
f?‘~ - I am very much obliged %o yau for ysur letter

of the 2°nd. Jecember, 1938 - your fyle R.267/HC/36«
ﬂeallng with the firm of Kessrs. hobson & Son, formerly
of 94 tlartin Lene, Loadon, Pnglrnd, and now kuown as
ifessrs. Hobson snd Son {London). #ta., Head (rfice 154-104
Tooley btreat London Brid&e, M.L.l'-. tngland.

2.' '.. . The trouble ya) hava taken to sndeavour to

" have this firm trace previocus correspondence with res;ect

to Crests for Officers of the Horthwest Mounted xuliee
about the year 1877 15 yery mhch annreeiateﬁ‘

3_3;; ., lt 1s alsaﬁiesired ta thank you for y;ur l@tter
-af the i%th. ‘Docember, in-which you. kindly stste that you

have #lresady taken up with the College of Ams in London
the mestion of researeh for the Cresis and ZottoSof this
Foree, wnd which T rerarrad to in wy l€ttPT of thoe Bthe

”;Bea@mbar 1&st.

Yqur, ver; truly,

The Seeretary,

Bxgu Commissioner for La;ada,

bﬁﬁa 3 me & ur . N : o ., Yy -
i n%i ieo e ' . . ) 3 ' N ;1,_;1 Oitzﬂ{.gd 5 .
, @ngland. , ST - v Dommissioner.
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G.219=3. _ 5th Janwary,1936.

Dear MHajor Pennefather:

1. It was very kind of you to write to

me on the 30th of December,1838, and although you
have ne personal knowledge of the matters I men-
tioned, nevertheless, I dezire to thank you sincerely
for having mentioned Ex-SBuperintendent Roffatt, as

I had not Bhought of him. I shall, therefore, write
to him,today.

2. Thank you also for your kind wishes
for 1939, which are fully and heartily reciprocated
for you and yours.

Be I trust you will continue to enjoy your
atay in British Columbig, and that you will retaln
your good health. Thenking you again.

Yours sincerely,

G. T. Henn,
Departmental Secretary.

¥ajor G. ¥, Pennefather,
Yount Bdward Apariment,

VICTORIA, B.C.
68, L,
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G.21083. ..~ oth January, 1939.
i .P-(‘}l. . ’ ' o . .

.Dear ¥r. Moffatt:

1. S aineerely trust that you will
forgive me for bothering you, but lately I have
.been conducting some research into the origin of '
the Mounted Police crest and motto, and am writing
to as many of the retired officera as I can.

2. . " The general opinion is that the

. crest and motto of “the Force were instituted during
the regime of the firat Commlssicner Colonel George
French.

. 3. : : It is not known who actudlly choae,,
. the Buffalo head or the motto, and I shall much
appreciate it if you will kindly express an opinlon,
or tell me what you may have neard,regarding these - -
matters, in tne past.

. 4. . : I am also anxious to secure &

o photogxaph of the helmet plate formerly used by the..

Officers of the Force on their white helmets. I :
quite realize that there were no helmet plates for a-
- number of years, but if by chance you have a photo=~
graph winich shows the helmet plate, I should be most
graeteful if you will kindly lend it to me, and I will
see. that it is returned to you by registered mail.

5. ' .The Non-Commissioned Officera and men
did not wear helmet plates or badges until about 1897,
and then only had them for a few years, and if you also
happen to have a photograph showing the men's helmet
“badge or plate, I should appreciate it very much if

you will kindly lend that.also,to me. .

6. . - . The. Commissioner of the Force knows
that I am writing to you in-this matter, and aa you’
are one of the oldest, if not the oldest Officer alive.
I hope you will be able to spare the time to give me
the information I have asked for. or to let me know
your opinion.

7. - ' I should like to add that hope you
will continue in good health for many years. to come,
and -to send best wishes for a most ‘prosperous 1939.
Apologizing for troubling you,

G. B. ﬁoffatt, Leq - Yours fdithfully,
- 931 Tranait "Road; .

Vice ﬁOI',ia s B,
L GE u B
- ' . G. T. Hann,

» Departmental Secretary.
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P 4
OFFICE OF THE R. 267/HC/38.

HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR CANADA,

CANADA HOUSE,

LONDON,S.W.I1,

13th January, +939.

-

20540 JAN23 39 (s

Dear Sir,

With further reference to your letter dated 5th

Deceumber regarding research work into the history of the
Crest and Motto of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police as
‘ given at the top of your letter, I may say that I have now
received a letter from the Somerset Herald and Registrar
of the College of Arms, London, informing me that there
. appears to be no record in the College of Arms of your
Badge.
The Registrar adds that -
"It is not very heraldie in character and I do
not think it was designed here. Perhaps if any alteration
in the design is anticipated, I wcould be of assistance. ‘
Registration in the College of Arms might also be effected.™

® | Yours faithfully,

Semretarf?L&LA/£‘7?.

. The Commissiloner, '
Royal Canadian Mounted Police,
Ottawa,Ontario,
CANADA,
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931 Transit Road,
Victoria, B.C.
14th January, 1939.

The Commissioner,
R.C. Mounted Pollee,
Ottawa.

Sir,

Referring to your letter C 219-3, P.31,
I regret that I am unable to give you any definite
information concerning the matters referred to
therein,

The crest and motto of the Force must, I think,

have been decided upon and adopted at the time of its
organization, for when I enlisted in 1878 I remember
that the sabretaches and field glass cases of the

of ficers bore them. I believe that the helmets of the
officers in the beginning had a plate and also a plume
but I do not remember even having seen an officer in
full dress uniform during my three years ' service in
the ranks, nor did I know of helmet plates being in
use by other officers or N.C.0's & men during my service
as a commissioned Officer,

Yours truly,

Geo. B, Mofrfatt,
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ROYAL CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICE o
"Depot" Division,
IN REPLY PLEASE QUOTE
DIV. FILE NO.....cocviiiiiiiiiiiinenians
H.Q. FILE No...G4219=3a........... .Regina,Sask,.Jan,. loth,. 1939.
PERSONAL:

George T. Hann, Esq.,

Depar tmen tal Secretary,

Royal Canadian Mounted Police,
ottawa, Ontario,

My dear George:

With further reference to your letter
of December 6th, 1938. I enclose herewith, photo-
graphs of an early police Officer's Helmet and :
Badge. This was the Helmet of the late Superin-
tendent Griesbach, and think will fill your
requirements.

With best wishes fo you and your family,

/

Yours(/very sincerely,

I remain,

000322



Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act
Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur I'accés & linformation

jol

Ge 2193 18th. Januvary, 193¢ .

Bear Ur, Moflati:=

1. ItwWas very kind of you to send us
your letter of the l4th, January, with respect to
the crest and motio of the Force and of your re-
collections regarding thelir use.

2 Your letter has helped te establish
what other Officers heve slrsady stated, and we
are grateful to you for the Information.

Se I trust you will long be spared
to centinue to enjoy your retirement, md that
you will forgive me for troubling you.

.'-% Yours falithfully,

G. B. Moffatt, Esq., G. 7. Famn,
931 Transilt hoad, Departmental Secrstary.
Victoria, B.0C,.

/18
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.219-3. - : ’ Japuary 19th, 1939.

Personal.

. - .- Dear Golonel. Irvine:

I was very glad to
receive your letter of January 16th,

.. . - 7 . forwarding a photograph of the helmet of

‘ A the late guperlntendent ‘Griesbach, ete.

Your kindness and
assistance in this matter is very mueh
appreciated and helps to f£ill in gaps which
would otherw se have had to be left blank.

Thanklng you again,
and with bast wishes to you and yours

: . S S S Yours very sincerely,

Lt. Colonel T.H. Irvine,
. Offieer Conmanding,
' © . "Depot™ Division,
' o : .“.C.;ﬂ.Pollee,
Regina, Sask. - .
G. T. Hann,
: Departmental Secretary..
GHE'EA. : '
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G.219-3. " : - January 19th, 1939.

Dear Majar Bagley S 3 -‘}

1. ' - I wonder if I may bother you .
once more. I have a good photograph of an officer's

.‘ e . helmet badge used in the early days, but I have
‘been unable to secure one of any helmet badge used
by Non-Commissioned Officers and Constables, waich
as you know were worn end issued for the first time
by the Diamond Jubilee Contingent. Have you by any
chance a photograph of any kind which shows the
‘helmet badge on a helmet worn by any Hon-comm1531oned
Officer around 1897, which you would be ‘kind enough
to 1oan me for reproduct*on.

2. : : C Apolo@izing for troubling you
agaln,

Yours. faithfully,

Major F.A. Bagley, o : . '
P,0. Box 435,
- Banff, Alta.

G. 7. Hann,
Departmental Seecretary.

GHY SV .
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G.575-1. . - ‘Jenuary 19th, 1939.

ﬁemefaﬁ&um Tor:

InSpector W. W Watson,
T/C Finger Print Section,
R.C.H.Police Headquarters.

1. T attach four photographs slowing an
0fficerts helmet and helmet plate of the old
-days, which have been received from the :
R.C.M.Police MNuseum at Reglina.

" 2. I desire new negatives to be taken
of these photogfaphs and .to be reproduced
exactly the same size. One dozen prints of

"~ each is reguired, togethur with the new

- negatives. ‘It is also desired that the type-
written information at the bottom of each ‘

~ photograph’ be included in the new negative
_and printa..

ﬁﬂ?ﬁﬁ. Commissioner.

000326




Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act {
Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur 'accés a linformation

o

Ge B575-1 19th. January, 1939.

¥emo, for Imspector ¥.4. ¥atson,
In charge of the Fipger Print Scotion.

0 R 1 o s acn vt N R 1 e, e e e SN WA MM W A W e L YRS SRR AP G AT A s R W it (s, i i Y

1. The Nepartmental Secretary ls bringing you an
| Officer's cap for the gurvos& of heving the cap badgs
' photographet,

2. It is desired that Special Constable Dicksonm
photograph this eap badge at closs range, bul not
having sny greater dimensions than 4 inches wide.

3. I shouldeleo like to bave a phdtoegraph of the
gap and badge with the camera at a greater distance
from the object, but placed in such & manner as to
give the detalls of the badge.

4, Flease furnish a pegative and 12 prints of each
‘ position.

B I attach slips of paper <hich I should like to
be included in the photographSe

an/am ZeTe Wood,
Cﬁmi s}s :l\;ﬂar.
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¢.219-3. - January 25th, 1939.
3'355-20 - ' o

‘Dear Sir:

1. Por sometime I have been doing
, , .+ some regeareh in copnectlon with the crest and
@ motto of the Royal Cenadian Miounted Police.

2, ‘ In my enquiries I have noticed
that for many years now the Officer's cap badge
‘. A of this Foree has not contained the motto of

: ‘the Force, namely, "Malntiens le droit”.

5° ' I am under the’ lmpression that

this state of affairs has existed for many years,
and I have wondered if you would be so kind as

to search your records to see if you ever furnished
cap badges to Officers of this Force which con-
tained the motto above mentioned, and if so,

when the change to the present cap badge, without
the motto, tock place, if possible.

_ Yours very truly,

. The General Superintsndent,

. ' lessrs. J.R. Gaunt & Son,

616 Legauchstiere 8t., W., -
Kontreal, P.3.

G. T, Hann,

Departmental Secretary.
SRR,
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avi@.219-3. L . January 27th, 1939

" Pergonal . .’

- Dear'Colonel«Irvihe° .

3 ‘ C I hesitate to. be of any
_further trouble to you, but I have one more
-question to éask, and it is possible that you
-may Ve able. to supply the information. It. has
. to d6 with the Offlcer's cap -badge. {non-metallic) =
.- which was worn on the wedge-shaped Officer's Lo
. " field cap of the old days. As far-as I can see
*'from photographs, this badge did not bear the
 full c¢rest and motto of the Forsce, but was very -
3mnch like the present Officer's cap badge which,
~ - a8 you know, does not bear. the motto "Maintiens :
g«le droit" , L

e It seems to me that in the
"old days Lhe Officer 8 cap badge 'bore no motto,
.. ... and this has been repeated all down the Foree's

T P wondere& if you had any
- non- metalllc Offioar's cap badge in the Museum

.. at Regina, particularly one on an O0fficeér's ,

.+ . field service cap of the old days. If so, will
_.you tell me if it bears the motto. There is no .
“ need to photograph it. - e S o
C ' oI am.sorry to bo*her yeu

R ~aga1n, bub I would like to clear up this point
'J_L-;jif it is at all posQible. HJ

S . With kindest regards and -
= .apologiZLng for troubling you further, g

'"quﬁrs_$incérély;5 '

"'7?ﬂij Gol. T E. Irvine,' ‘

.0fficer Commanding, - - . S
: "Depot" Division,'ybynﬁfﬁkg
- Regina, Sask. ﬂ’”“f\‘“

G, T Hann,

""‘. :- c De artmental Secreta '.
.. GH'RW.. ¢ : p : i
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Memorandum re Of ficers' Cap Badges

So far we have not been able to definitely
establish whether the old time Officers wore a cap
badge with a full crest, including the motto on
their forage caps.

The photographs at R.C.M.Police Headguarters
usually show the pictures of the badge at a tangent,
and it is difficult to see whether the motto of the
Porce is included in the badge. At first glance, it
certainly seems that those worn by Commissioner
Herchmer and Commissioner Irvine did not have any
motto, and certainly those worn in the photograph
of Commissioner Perry and Commissioner Starnes and
General Sir James MacBrien had no motto.

In the Rules and Regulations of 1938,
1928, and 1909, the Officer's cap badge is described
but in each case the garter with the motto "Maintiens
le droit" is not mentioned.

This badge, of course, is the ohly non-
metallic badge bearing the crest of the Force, and
the motto was either omitted in the early days and
has simply been repeated ever since, or the motto
was omitted for a purpose. DPerhaps the question
of cost, although the Master Tailor, S/Sergt. Hay,
seems to think the garter containing the motto
would not add very much to the cost of the Officer's
cap badge. : '

GH' RW \(/ /|
: . \/// /f 4»
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WESTERN UNION CODE
Cable Address: “EQUIPMENT"
‘Telephone Lancaster 1772

ESTABLISHED OVER 200 YEARS

By Appointment to s His Majesty the King

J. R. GAUNT & SON (CANADA) COMPANY, LIMITED (o9

616 LAGAUCHETIERE STREET WEST

(2 Doors West of Beaver Hall Hill)

ALSO AT
Contractors to the MONTREAL LONDON, Eng..
CANADIAN, BIRMINGHAM, Eng.
ENGLISH and BOMBAY, India
FOREIGN ARMY AND NAVY ACCOUTREMENT MANUFACTURERS SYDNEY, N.S.W.
CHRISTCHURCH, N.Z.
GOVERNMENTS MANUFACTURING SILVERSMITHS AND ART METAL WORKERS and NEW YORK

27th January 1939.

G.T. Haan, Esgq.,

Departmental Secretary,

Royal Canadian Mounted Police,
Ottawa.

Dear Sir,

Your Reference Nos. G.219-3, & S.235-2.

: Replying to your favour of the 25th instant, we
beg to say that on September 29th 193% we were reouested by
Mr. Zivien, your Purchasing Agent, to go into the quest ion
of a new design for the cap badge, and during October of

that year we submitted two designs, the one selected, and
approved in November of that year, being our No. 08066.
This design was similar to the old badge, except

that the eircular shaped buffalo head was replaced by an
oval bearing the motto of the Force, and with a more
prominent buffalo head. Since that time, any badges we
have supplied have been of the new design;

We are aware that some of the old pattern
badges are still in use, and this information is gained
from caps sent to be altered, or to have the peaks changed
when a change in rank has taken place.

Samples of both badges can be forwarded for
your further information, if so desired.

Yours faithfully,

T.R. GAUNT & SON (CANADA) CO, LIMITED

GFF/B
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.....

3.219=3. 28t1: Januory,1939,

3}@&2’ Sirs:

1. S - Pleaase scesyt my thunzs for your,_
. letter af the 27th of Jahvary, -with respect to

- the Officer‘s:cap badge, - Phis is just the ine-
formation 1 desired and I- ppreciatg your kind
co~oper¢t10n vany‘muchu ‘ '

e . ¥r. Zivien. w11 likely be asking
Jou to let;ua have one of bhs neow badges on 1own,'

Be. ) ",”Thanhing Jou &gain.

a7 'I,'
.

LUt L Yours very truly.

o G, T. Hann,
Dep rtmﬂntal Sacret“ry.

G. ?b O’ﬁ'laa,’ qu:, S ‘
ﬁassra.JnR.Gaunt & Son CQ.,an.,
616 Lagsuchetiers Street,Vest,
Mpnﬁrealg ‘uebot.,

/

/

e T
!

i

-1 000332
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QU

gemeed. ¢ 7 p8th Janhory,1989

" Personals
Dgar éﬁl@ml | Irvines

-'1. . T H‘»s;imé "miging you on Jamery 27%h,

1w £ind that in 1933 a new Officer's cap badga wae
é,;}}’gnﬁéﬁ%f%i;sﬁf‘;, Tie Gsunt and Son of Honireal,
which bears the motto of the Forpe and hos a m;ert
preminsnt Buffals heady and I thought I should 1et N
you kuow this in ordey to prevent you from doing $oo
much repearch inm Hegina. . ALl I would 1like %o knam‘
now is whether the Officer‘s fisld gap badge of the
0ld days, and which was nonemetollic, bore the motio
of the Porce, T S -

De , = & magizing for giving you all
thig troublé. L o ,

" Yours sincerely,

Depsrimental Secretary.

Qfficer Commandingy . -
*Dapat” Division,
Reginzydaskatohswan.

LT e . 000333
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Lot Pebrusry,1959,

Im;weter %%:?.}?atem,. : :
- #/e Pinger Pring Sectith, -

&ﬂq‘v«u--m-uab.a-a&-umnpwuqn.

- "1¢ :fl»ﬂpi x am aandlng yau oé% aew o ficew‘
S an badgg@l933¢ : , ‘ f

e

52. e 7 Wi yon pleasg hava this cap. badge

nhotagrapheﬁ snd gend me & negative and 32 grlnﬁs.

‘*fiiétzghhavzﬁalllbgpgwrit%en atrip whieh I should
: ave inciuded in th@ hatc ¥
,nﬂder tne ﬁaﬁge..p- p g aPﬁ' ylacaﬁ

- Ga m‘q, % ou; d ¥
g R : Pemmisulanero =
R cow L ) oS T f * o : "
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!ﬁ ' Banff. Alberta, ngf

29th.January.1939.
Your Ref: G.212-3

32048 FEB-33g

Dear Sir:-
I regret very much that I cannot let
you have a helmet badge such as was issued to

Non Coms and Constables in the year 1397.

There was one in my possession a few
years ago but some admirer of the R.C.M.P.seems

to have '"swiped" it from me,

Yours feithfully

G.T.Hamn,Esquire.0.B.E,

Royal Canadian Mounted Police

\. Ottawa, Ont.
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BeRU9mBs 0o . btn Pebruary, 1939.

J '-1a T Pleaae aecept my th&nka for your -

_3“;-letter ef January 29th, with respéct to the helmet
" badge worn by Hon-Copmissioned. Officars and Con= .

, “stables in- the year l&g?. g X

"u_'S. B X is to he regretted that we are
.v:unable to locate a copy of this badge, but nevers
- " itheless,I thank you smncerely fer the trouble ycu
- ;hava taken. ' N , .

j ydurs}faithfumly, -

GaTtH&nng '
Departwent&l becretwry.

- -Banff, ﬁlbﬁl‘t&;f"h

h"'ﬂ;"-l;"m I
",:'fitt‘/l.;a B
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. B.229e3e -+ . 0 U 20th Pelruary,1939.

"¢ Dpar: Col, Irvines , '
v ¥e " ... I.hesitate to bother you further, but' -
"o if you have an Officer's field service cap badge in -
* ' /the Huseum at Regina, will you be so good as to have -
" it photographed and send me the negative and o cogyple -
- of printss or if this 4is too much, Juzt ennd me oue
" .print, without the negative, and 1 will hove 3 new
negative made bere, - 7 L. S ‘

g, 7 f know you are very busy; and I am
- gorry to have to moke this further request, but 1
do think that this will be.my last reguast regarding

 'cag$bad§es.;; I L
el U Withkindest fegurds snd. apologizing -
o Tor troubling you ageln. o o v s

Yours sincerely,

. Departmental SeCrotarye
. Colonel .Te He Ixviney - 10 -0 00T
' ' officer Cormanding,. -~ . - oo 0
. APapot" Diwisiom, o . e
0. Regina, Saske

bt B

Coyh o oL 000339
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{ tlg L.H. 3

ROYAL CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICE
"Depot™ Division.

IN REPLY PLEASE QUOTE

DIV. FILE No.

H. Q. FILE No.

PERSONAL:

G. T. Hann, Esq.,
Departmental Secretary,
Royal Canadian Mounted Police,

Regina,Sask. Feb. 26th, 1939.

Gozlg"zo

My dear George:

We certainly are busy here,
but we are building up a place that does the
eyes good, and is greatly appreciated by
everybody; yet we are not too busy to attend
to these requests that you are forwarding.

It is a pleasure to me at the
present time to search into this stuff, as
it is encouraging, by demonstrating to us the
value of our Museum, which is increasing daily.

For your information, we have
added two new show cases in the last month.

The field service badges, Officers,
which we have are metal badges with silver centres.
We have none of the gold bullion badges.

These badges are very.similar in
size to those used on the helmets. However, I
will have one photographed and send you a copy.
with the negative. This is the basdge which was

donated by the family of the late Asst-Commissioner

Wilson.

With best regards, and don't dis-
continue writing but, "ask and ye shall receive".

Yours as before,

Ottawa, Ontarilo. \\
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G.219-3., . 28th Pebrusry, 1939,

Peraaga;,

. Dear Colonel Irvinéii

. Hony thanke for your letier of
. .. February 25%th, and for your promise to photograph |
o oné of the Officer's field service cap badges,
agd belng the one donated by the fomily of the
late /ssistant Comsissioner Wilson. I am sorry
o I have been such a bother, but thank you gsincerely
| . for your kindness.
@ ’

| ' o A wWith kindest regards to you all,

Yours sincerely,

G T. Hann,
tuental Secrctary.
Ageistant Commissioner Y. He Irvine,
. "Depot® Division, .
~ © Re Ca H. Police, '
‘ Regina, Saska.chewan.

' Depar

gy F L
G¥HAL,
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L.H. 3A

ROYAL CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICE
"Depot" Divisiomn.

IN REPLY PLEASE QUOTE

DIV. FILE No........oooiiiiiiininne

H.Q.FILE No..Ge. 81973, ...  Beging,nant, HOTSR ORI D 2388
PERSONAL: '

My dear George:

I am enclosing herewith, photographs
of the Field Service Cap Badge which was presented
. to the Museum by the femily of the late Assistant-

"Commissioner Wilson.,

The picture has not come out very well
as the Badge is pretty well worn through continuous
cleaning, although the Buffalo head is just as it
appears, which is more 1ike the head of a pomeranian
‘ poodle than a buffalo, and is silver soldered into
the brass badge.

The circle round the Buffalo head is not
a garter, but just a circle with, "North West Mounted
Police, Canada.". On the garter underneath are the
words, "Maintien le Droit".

With kindest regards,

Yours sincerely,

GeT, Hann, Esq.,
Departmental Secretary,
Royal Canadian Mounted Police,

‘< Ottawa, Ontario.

£
£y

el
y
&y

i
V' 4
ll/&ﬁ,M
ﬁﬁyf
<
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¢.219-3. : . ' March 28th, 1939.
rergonal

Dear Golonel Irvine:

I sineersly appreciate
your kindness in sending me the photographs
of the field service cap badge which accom-

" panled your kind letter of Mareh 25th.

It is strange to note
the idea some Englishmen had of a buffalo
head in making some of the badges for thig
Forde, ;

With kindest regards
and best wishes, and once more thanking you
for all the trouble you have taken,

SO, -

Yours sincerely,

.« Colonel P. H. Irvine,
Officer Commanding,
"Depot™ Division,
R.C.H.Police,
o ' Regina, Sask.

G, 7. Hann,
. Departmental Secretary.
'&E"‘ g% .
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G.219-3. X¥arch 28th, 1939.

Kemorandum for:

Inspector W, W. Watson,
I/¢ Finger Print Section. !

1. Attached hereto is a negative of an
Officer's cap badge taken from the field service
cap of the late Assistant Commissioner Wilson,
which is now in ‘the Regina Fuseum.

2. Please Turnish the Secretary with
one dozen prints of this badge, whieh I feel
certain could be enlarged & littls.

3. - If these could be supplied at an
early date, it will be much appreciated.

- 5. T. wWood,
OB'RY. Gommissioner.
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G:219=3, 28th ¥archs 1939,

Dear Beneral Perryie

Le ¥ay I %trouble you with one more cguestien,
You ware appeinted to the Foree in January,i%&%, and
.‘ ‘ “about that time Officers were wearipg fleld service
eaps which bore a badges o photograph af‘which I have,
but I showvld like to know definitely if you ¢an recall
whether the fizld service vap for Officers was wn usge
at the time you joined ithe Porece, if nol can you tell
me aﬂprcxzmatelj‘when this fisld service eap, for
‘, Officers, was first introduced.

2 I am sorry ito bother you again in this
matter, but I am very anxious Lo clear up this point,
if you will kindly help me.

With kindest regards, and with best wishes
o yoursell and Hra.Perry, belicve ne,

| /]
‘ Yours sincerely, i
® - b
. ‘ , b@

T. H&hn,
, Deyarﬁmentai esvetarv
P Hejor Genmeral A. Bowen Perry,C.l.G,,
‘ ) 6288 Targueriite Avennue,
Vancourar, Bale

*1.“
e
E- 3
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l"(

ATTACHED HERETO IS
A STORY OF
THE R.C.M.POLICE CREST
AND MOTTO,
' | GIVING CONSIDERABLE DETAILS

WITH REGARD THERETO

“ f _ ( UNABRIDGED )

f
/ 4/ |
G. T. Hann,

Departmental Secretary

000347
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ROYAL CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICE

When d4id the Force adopt its Crest and Motto?

. D - D D S e D Y S N Y P - D A D e D OF W S M e D S D e W e W -

This was a question asked of Royal
Canadian Mounted Police Headquarters recently, and
strange as it may seem, it was not possible to give
an immediate and accurate reply, for the reason that
the fyles which would have afforded the most valu-
able information on this subject were unfortunately
destroyed in a fire which occurred in the West Block
at Ottawa on the 1llth February, 1897.

Search of early Records

Most of the books and publications
dealing with the history of the Force have of
course been scrutinized, but with very few except-
ions they 4o not help very much with respect to
the question asked. However, there are one or two
notable exceptions to this general rule - the
history of the Royal North West Mounted Police by
Colonel E. J. Chambers, and the book entitled
"Riders of the Plains"™, by A. L. Haydon, which
give some details.

The staff of the Central Registry at
Headquarters were most diligent and eager in their
efforts to locate something of value on this par-
ticular subject, but even their hearty co-operation
brought very meager results.

=

¥

Evidence from Rules and Regulations of the Force

There is no mention whatever of the
crest and motto in the very early Rules & Regu-
lations or in the Dress Regulations for either
Officers or men. Even "The Regulations and Orders
of the North West Mounted Police", dated as late
as 1889, include no dress regulations, and conse-
quently give no description of the crest and motto
of the Force. ~

However, in 1890, an Order-in-Council
was passed on the 24th January, laying down Dress
Regulations for Officers, and which describes the
crest and motto in adequate terms, and this will
be referred to again later. At this time, the Force
had been in existence some 16 years, and up to 1890
matters of dress had been attended to by Depart-

mental Order and by General Order of the Commissioner.f

000348
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A

General Orders

Unfortunately, there is no copy at
this Headquarters of any General Orders of the
Cormissioner prior to the year 1880. Neither are
there any earlier ones at Regina, Sask. Therefore
it has not been possible to make as detailed an
investigation of this source of information as it
had been hoped.

In the opinion of several officers
now serving, including the present Commissioner,
Brigadier S. T. Wood, who have made research into
all existing General Orders for other information,
and have earnestly sought for copies of early
General Orders in many quarters, there is not now
much likelihood of any General Orders being
available anywhere for the period from 1874 to
1879.

Information from other Sources

In these circumstances, it has been
necessary to make enquiries covering a fairly
extensive field, and it may be of interest to
set down in writing, for future reference, what
information is now available, and how and where

it was obtained.

In the first place, it was considered
wige to ask for the co-operation of several Depart-
ments of the Federal Government, particularly the
Privy Council, Secretary of State, the Public
Archives, National Defence, the Parliamentary
Library, etc., in order that searches might be
made for information leading to some document
which might possibly give the desired details,
but here again the results secured were dis-
appointing.

Assistance from R.C.M.Police Museum, Regina, and

Ex-members of the FPorce and others.

There was therefore nothing left but
to consult such Commissioned Officers and other
members of the Force of the early days as are still
alive, and those who, while perhaps not on the
original or first march in 1874, had served close
enough to it to have often heard the early history
of the Force discussed first-hand.

Requests for assistance and inform-~
ation were therefore sent to such stalwarts as:-

/.
)
7y

(S
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Ma jor General A. Bowen Perry, C.M.G., former
Commissioner of the Force,
Ex-Assistant Commissioner J.A. McGibbon,
Colonel G.E. Sanders, C.M.G., D.S.0. - Ex-Superintendent,
Major J.D. Moodie, Ex-Superintendent,
Ex-Superintendent G.B. Moffatt,
Ex-Superintendent P.W. Pennefather,
Major F.A. Bagley, who was a trumpeter on the Original
: A March,
Mr. J.P. Turner, of Ottawa, who is exceedingly well
acquainted with the early history of the Force,

and to several other sources, and all were kind enough
to furnish valuable information, or to direct attention
to someone who would be able to help. Certain Military
Tailors and stationery printers were also communicated with.
Simultaneously, the Officer Commanding
"De o%gﬁ ivision, Regina, Sask. - Superintendent T.H. |
Trvinéa~ was also asked for his kind co-operation in ' ‘
furnishing certain details from the Royal Canadian
Mounted Police Museum at that point, and from these
two general sources have come the main part of our
present information. x
3
Romance and legend are closely bound up g
with the crest and motto of the Force. It is, however,
the almost unanimous opinion of those ex-officers and
others, who are the best judges in this matter, that
the crest and motto were selected and in use early in
the Force's history, and certainly within the regime
of its first Commissioner, Lieut.-Colonel G.A. French
(1874-1876), and who afterwards became Major General
Sir George French, K.C.M.G., and while this opinion
has not been fully substantiated by the pressnt research,
nevertheless, the evidence gathered so far certainly
leads to that conclusion, which we shall see later.

It is also the opinion of the senior
Officers and others now living who have been consulted,
as previously mentioned, that the crest and motto, if
not actually chosen by the first Commissioner, was in
all probability designed and approved by him. He was
an Imperial Officer, and was familiar with regimental
crests.

First Definition by Order-in-Council

As already mentioned, there is no early
Order-in-Council dealing with the crest and motto of
the Force, and it is strange that none of the very
early Rules and Regulations mention them. We have
already noted that the first Order-in-Council to
definitely mention the crest of the Force is that 1
dated the 24th January, 1890. This sets out the dress
regulations for Officers, and describes the crest and g
motto in the following words:-
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| | Photograph of crest and mott
| [ O on a ‘
i 1877 Offlcer's sabretache, now in thg
‘ 80338551on of Major General A. Bowen
? Perry, C.M.G., Vancouver, B.C,
|-
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" Pouch for Field Glass
" eeesssssse With the following gilt

" metal badge in centre of flap:- a maple

* wreath with a ribbon bearing the word

" "ognada™ surmounted by the Crown above; g
* and the words "North West Mounted Police™ K
" below; within the wreath an oval bearing

* the words "Maintiens le droitM%. encircl-

P ing a Buffalo head in silver. ™ ™.

™

xColonel Chambers' History

In contrast to this late date (1890),
however, Colonel Ernest Chambers, who had had the
advantage of discussing the matter with the first
Comptroller of the Force, the late Colonel Fred
White, C.M.G., remarks in his history as follows,

. on pages 150 and 151:=-
!.'“ pag _

n Shortly after this (1876) while the

" Hon. R.W. Scott was the Ministerial head

" of the Department, at the request of the

" Officers, the tunic pattern of "Coat" was

" adopted for the Non-Commissioned Officers

" and men, a most elaborate Officer's uniform

" being sanctioned at the same time. This (
" included a very handsome tunic of the
" hussar pattern, but of course of Scarlet {

" cloth, and with rich trimmings of gold
" Jace and braid bestowed upon the familiar .
" hussar Officer's blue garment. Other
" striking features of this uniform were
| ‘ * long drooping plumes of horse hair worn
‘ . " in the Officers' helmets, and a sabretache
| ‘ " literally covered with gold lace, the
" main ornament being the Corps' badge, as
" at present, consisting of a buffalo head
- " surrounded by maple leaves, with a garter
" underneath inscribed with the Corps' motto
" "Maintiens le droit®. v

Information from.Commissionef Perry

, The investigation regarding the
crest and motto had proceeded about this far when
‘ replies from ex-Officers and other members of the
| . Force began to be received, which contained val-
- uable information, and amongst the severai sur-
<~ Dbrises, was a communication from the fifth
Commissioner of the Force, Major General A. Bowen K
~Perry, C.M.G., who is still hale and hearty, to y
the effect that he has in his possession an Officer's ':
sabretache, which dates back and was in use in 1877.
5 This indeed was great news, and a photograph of
the crest and motto/ found on this sabretache will
be seen on page (-+--). This was taken through
The courtesy and assistance of Superintendent C.H.
Hill, M.C., Vancouver.(ﬂwﬁ%b%ﬁ LS,
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Photograph of crest and motto on the
sabretache of the late Superintendent
C. Constantine, 1886-1912, now in the
R.C.M.Police Museum, Regina, Sask., -
through the courtesy of Superintendent

"Depot™ Division.

T."H. Irvine, Officer Command ing . //%

¢
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The sabretache in the possession of

" General Perry goes a long way to substantiate the

opinion that the crest and motto were adopted during
the regime of the first Commissioner - 1874 to 1876 -
for the reasons that before this particular sabretache
could have been worn in 1877, the crest. and motto had
to be designed, and had to be sent to the Military
Tailors in London, England, for manufacture, and when
it is also borne in mind that, being a new design,

the usual delays of correction, etec., would occur.

It is therefore only reasonable to assume that the

design was decided upon prior to 1877.

Search at the College of Arms

As there was just a possibility that the
first Commissioner (Colonel French) may have had the
crest and motto registered at the College of Arms in
London, England, an enquiry was made there, through
the good offices of the High Commissioner for Canada
in Great Britain, but the Registrar reports there
appears to be no record of it in the College of Arms.

Sabretashe of the late Supt. C. Constantine

Attention has already been drawn to the
crest and motto on the sabretache in the possession
of Major General Perry. It now may be of interest to
mention the sabretache in the HMuseum at Regina, which
was presented by Brigadier General C. Constantine,
son of the latey,Superintendent Constantine (1886-1912),
and on page (—ig—) a photograph of the crest and motto
on the sabretache of that Officer is shown. This

photogfaph was, 1t %g? throu the kindness of Superin-
tendent T. H.(f%g né2\0§f?§§r Commanding "Depot™ !
Division. i

Information from 0ld Photographs

At R.C.M.Police Headquarters, there is
extant a group photograph of Colonel Macleod, C.M.G.,
Inspector Clarke and Surgeon Kittson. This picture
shows clearly the police crest on these officers'
sabretaches, and is dated 1878. The number of the
photograph in the Departmental Collection is G-3-84
(Negative #107). : e

' Unfortunately we have only ohe photo-
graph of Commissioner French in the Departmental
Collection of Photographs at Ottawa, and this shows
him wearing his "C.M.G.". This photograph was very
likely taken after his return to England.

= 2w .
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The Buffalo Head {
!

Just how the buffalo head came to

be chosen for the crest, it is not now possible to .
say with accuracy, but the following may certainly
have largely contributed to its choice:-

(a) These animals were so numerous on the

Prairies in 1874 that one herd seen is alleged to
have included 80,000 head. -

(b) The buffalo was of very great assistance

in augmenting the rations of the Force on its first
great march from Fort Garry to the shadows of the
‘Rockies in 1874, but at the same time was a consid-
erable source of anxiety to Colonel French and his
Officers, in that at many points the buffalo had
- eaten every blade of grass and practically ruined
" many water holes. Colonel French's diary from the
ﬁ 7th July, 1874 to the 8th November, 1874 shows his
anxiety with regard to the condition of the horses
due to lack of feed and water, largely caused by

the great herds of buffalo.
(c) Over-coats from buffalo skins were also
of great use to the Force in the early days, and ﬁ
although they were abandoned for a time have
recently been adopted again. {

”
7"
® :
4]
"
1
Te
"
"
114
1"
"

the

(d) Page 21 of the 1938 igsue of "Scarlet &

Gold"™, the annual publication of the R.N.W.M.Police
Veterans, contains the following story:-

One of the "Originals"™ who wintered at
Fort Garry in his reminiscences said:- 'The
following Spring, we started from Stone Fort
(Lower Fort Garry) towards the Cypress Hills,
and when north of them in mid-September saw
thousands of buffalo.! 'And the Assistant

Commissioner (Macleod, Asst. Commissioner,

June 1lst, 1874) was so impressed that he

said he thought it would be a splendid idea
to have the buffalo head on our buttons. In
his report that Fall he made this recommend-
ation to Headquarters, and it was adopted.' "

It is also interesting to note that
Indian name of Stum-ach-so-to-kan given to

Colonel Macleod by the Blackfeet Indians means
"Buffalo Head".
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It is now time to give some attention to
the motto of the Force, "Maintiens le droitw.
" Here again it is not known who actually

chose this, but after seeing what was expected of the
Force in the West, the Officers who were consulted in

this matter,doubtless were of opinion that it would

be well to have a motto which would include some pre- ‘ ‘
i cept to be used as a foundation upon which to build

' a reputation for honesty and fair dealing. If that

was to be the gulding principle of the Force, then

why not make an early beginning in the motto itself,

and state it in such a way as to secure the attention

and enthusiasm not only of the English-speaking l
members of the Force, but of all French-speaking |
compatriots by embracing it in their language.

If these considerations were not actually |
discussed,it is submitted that something very close
to it was, for the following reasons, which are either
little known or ‘are continually overlooked:- @

(a) There have always been FrenchQspeaking
Canadiansin the Force.

(b) The first two Ministers to control the
Force were the Honourable A.A. Dorion
and the Honourable T. Fournier, during
the years 1874 to early in 1876, and
they were the Ministers of Justice during
that period. ,

' (c) The first reports of the first Commissioner =
were addressed to the Minister of Justice, -
and by Order-in-Council of the 28th April,
1876, the management of the Force was trans-
ferred from the Department of Jusgtice to
the Department of the Secretary of State.

(The Honourable R. W. Scott).

In these circumstances, it would have been
singular if some recognition of the controlling
. influence had not been given in the selection of the
crest and motto.

How well those concerned with the motto
chose, and, what is equally important, how well it

was lived up to, there is no need for me to attempt &
to relate, but perhaps it is permissable to remark
that not even the most sanguine of those who had a Z?

part in the selection dared dream of a Force whose
prestige was to be known the world over and whose

present activities are more "national" in scope than
ever.

.
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A 8lip in Spelling .
A glance at the picture on.page (--=-) s

will show that there was a small mistake in the first
word of the motto as used in the early days, as it
appeared in the crest on the Officer's sabretache. This
mistake remained for many years in the actual crests,
although the official quotatlons of the motto are correct.
For example, the quotation given in the Order-in-Council

Bf the 24th of January, 1890, spells. it "Maintiens",
“which is correct. Colonel Chambers' higtory and "The

Riders of the Plains" also quote it accurately.

It remained for an Officer, about the
year 1912, (Ex—Inspector Rheault) to point out the
inaccuracy in the police cap and collar badges, which
bore the full crest.

[]

This mistake in spelling, although small,®
may or may not have special significance. It may 1ndlca%e
that the motto was choseh by someone of English descent
as no Officer of French parentage would have made the
slip, or it may merely mean that the motto when sent in
to the Military Tailor, or badge manufacturer, was
accurate, and some English artisan did not exercise
sufficient care in executing the design and the mistake

~was repeated for over thirty-five years. In the early

days, all Officers' uniforms were made in England.

—

Use of full Crest and Motto on Official Stationery

It may be of interest here to merition
that a file was discovered at Headquarters in which by
letter of the 16th April, 1896, the late Colonel Fred
White, C.M.G., first Comptroller of the Force at Ottawa,
had written to a correspondent in Peterborough, Ontario,
stating that the North West Mounted Police had no crest
and motto on its official forms, but that the Officers
had a crest for their private papers, a copy of which
he enclosed to his correspondent. This private note
paper had been in use from about the year 1880.

. - m g

However, it was not until the year 1935
that the crest and motto of the Force appeared on the

official stationery of this Headquarterg. It had been N
used for personal correspondence for many years, of
gourse. &

In February, 1935, Major General J. H.
MacBrien, C.B., C.M.G., D.S.0., who was then Commissioner
of the Force gave orders to have the crest used on all
Headquarters official letterhead paper. The Deputy
Commissioner at that time was Colonel J. W. Spalding,
and he arranged with Reg.No.11123 Constable W. W. Skuce,
of the Headquarters Staff, to dra a new crest, a copy
of which will be found on page Hitherto, the
buffalo head had not been very clear and Constable Skuce'

- e n
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THE MOTTO

It is now time to give some attention to

the motto of the Force, “"Maintiens le droit"™.

" Here again it is not known who actually
chose this, but after seeing what was expected of the
Force in the West, the Officers who were consulted in
this matter,doubtless were of opinion that it would -
be well to have a motto which would include some pre-
cept to be used as a foundation upon which to build
a reputation for honesty and fair dealing. If that
was to be the guiding principle of the Force, then
why not make an earl]y beginning in the motto itself,
and state it in such a way as to secure the attention
and enthusiasm not only of the English-speaking
members of the Force, but of all French-speaking
compatriots by embracing it in their language.

If these considerations were not actually
discussed,it is submitted that zsomething very close
to i1t was, for the following reasons, which are either
little known or are continually overlooked:-

(a) There have always been French;speaking
Canadiansin the Force.

(b) The first two Ministers to control the
Force were the Honourable A.A. Dorion
and the Honourable T. Fournier, during
the years 1874 to early in 1876, and
they were the Ministers of Justice during
that period.

(¢) The first reports of the first Commissioner
were addressed to the Minister of Justice,
and by Order-in-Council of the 28th &pril,
1876, the management of the Force was trans-
ferred from the Department of Jugtice to
the Department of the Secretary of State.
(The Honourable R. W. Scott).

In these circumstances, it would have been
singular if some recognition of the controlling
influence had not been given in the selection of the
crest and motto.

How well those concerned with the motto
chose, and, what is equally important, how well it
was lived up to, there is no need for me to attempt
to relate, but perhaps it is permissable to remark
that not even the most sanguine of those who had a
part in the selection dared dream of a Force whose
prestige was to be known the world over and whose

present activities are more "national" in scope than
ever.
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ROYAL CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICE.

PHOTOGRAPHS OF TYPES OF BUTTONS AND

Type of
first button

N
v :

Type used,

Type for
period -
1904 - 1919.

Type used
from 1920
t0 date

1874 - 1879..

1880 - 1903.

COLLAR BADGES, .

S~

1874-1900 (a) Officers wore
badges of rank on
collar.
(b) N.C.0.'s & men
had no collar
badge during this 7’
period. ‘

BADGES.
BUTTONS.
N.W.M.P.

Type used by
all ranks,
1900 - 1903.

Type for %
period - o

1904 - 1919.
(A11 ranks).

Type from
1920 to
date

///f
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5 ' This article would not be complete unless
some attention was given to the history of the crest
and motto now worn on buttons, collar and cap badges,
etc. This will be done as briefly as possible.

_‘1

| AN

. First Button

In dealing with the buttons worn by the
Force, it should be borne in mind that the Officers
wore buttons of the same design as the other ranks.
The material of which the button was made was per-
) haps of better quality in the case of Officers, but
’ that is the only difference.

N It was not likely that the buttons on the

| uniforms of the members of the Force who took part

- in the first long patrol from Fort Garry to the West,
i in 1874, were distinguished by the letters “N.W.M.P.",
| and according to Major F.A. Bagley, who gerved on

i this march as a Trumpeter, and is still alive, most
of the uniforms had buttons of brass bearing the
words "Canada - Militia".

o A

Major Bagley kept a diary and has given
the writer a vivid description of his uniform towards
the end of 1874, after the famous march, which, to
say the least, was illuminating in more sense than
One *

First "N.W.M.P." Button i
(Without Buffalo Head)

. g;

However, soon after the famous march of ;

i 1874, previously referred to, buttons worn by b
: members of the Force were of the type depicted at /é )

the top left hand cormer of the photogbaph on page (<—~-).

This button was of brass, and it will be noted bears

a Victoria Crown in the centre surmounted by the

‘letters "N.W.M.P.", and the word "Canada" below.

This type of button may have been worn on the first

march, but according to the best judges, this is

very doubtful. However, in 1874, supplies of this

button were received from a manufacturer in

Birmingham, England, and were worn on N.W.M.Police

uniforms up to about 1879.

Second "N.W.M.P." Button 4 14 ’
. (Bearing Buffalo Head) :

We have already seen that one of the
i "originals" has stated that Assistant Commissioner
Macleod had suggested that the buffalo head be used

~—
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on the buttons of the Force, and while this recom-
mendation is alleged to have been made very early
in the Force's history, it was not until 1880 that
such a button was issued to all members of the -Force.

Ex-Assistant Commiss.ioner McGibbon, who
joined in that year, has given valuable and definite
information on that point. A photograpnogf a sample
of the first button, bearing the buffalohead in the
centre with the Victoria Crown above and he letters
"N.W.M.P." below, may be seen on page (- b , the
second one from the top of the left hand column. It
was made of brass and was used from about 1880 to
1903.

Before closing this account of the
first "Buffalo Head" button, it might be well to
recall that the Blackfeet Indians had given the name
of "Buffalo Head" to Assistant Commissioner Macleod.

’ Third Button "R.lqo‘iV-MoPn"

(With Buffalo Head)

This button is very much like the one
deseribed in the previous paragraph, except that
it has a Tudor Crown and came into use when the
Force received the honour of becoming "Royal". The
letters used below the buffalo head in the centre
are "R.N.W.M.P.", This button was used from about
1904 to 1919, is made of brasi and a photograph
of it can be seen on page (- -), the third from
the top in the left hand column.

. EESET

It will be observed from what has
already been written concerning buttons that up to
1919 no full-crested button had yet been in use. 9
This came when the Force changed its name to "Royal -~
Canadian Mounted Police" in 1920.

Fourth Button - "Royal Canadian Mounted Police"
' (Full Crest)

; - S

This button, which is stild being used
(1938), was adopted in 1920, and bears ‘the full crest
and motto of the Force, as well as the full .name
"Royal Canadian Mounted Police" - not the initial
letters only - as in buttons previously referred to.
A photograph of this button will be found gt the
bottom of the left hand column on page (-<4&)., It
is made of brass, of course. :
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TYPE OF OFFICERS CAP BADGE
WORN -FOR MANY YEARS
PRIOR TO 1933,
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COLLAR BADGES ~ -

As present-day collar badges bear the
full crest and motto of the Force, it may also be
interesting to briefly survey the history of the
use of collar badges by members of the Force, for
purposes of record.

. .

No collar badges, bearing-.the crest and
motto of the Force, were worn by eithe¥ Officers or
men for many years after the inception of the
N.W.M.Police, but from the earliest times Officers
wore badges of rank on the collars of their uniforms.

The N.C.0O.'s and men had no collar badges
at all until about the year 1900. We have already
seen that théy wore bittons with the buffalo head
from 1880 up to 1919. In the case of Officers the
badges of rank worn on the collars were as follows:-

Commissioner - Crovn and Star
Assistant Commissi oner - Crown

Superintendent - Two stars «
Inspector - One star

Senior Surgeon - Two stars @
Assistant Surgeon - One star -
Veterinary Surgeon - One star.

Badges of rank were worn on the shoulder
strap on the Officers' great coats, but this was
the only exception to the general rule.

First Collar Badges
(North West Mounted Police)

The first collar badges bore the full
crest of the Force and were issued to Non-Commissioned
Officers and Constables in 1900. They were also worn
by Officers from that time. They were made of brass
or gilt metal, and were sometimes issued in imitation
gun-metal (for the stable jacket). The words below
the buffalo head were "North West Mounted Police™.
They were in use from,l900 to 1903 o¥ 1904. - See
photograph on page (-£&-). Note the mis-spelling in

+the motto.

Second type of Collar Badge
(Royal North West Mounted Police)

This collar badge ceme into use in 1904,
and is similar to the one previously referred to,
except that it bears the words "Royal North West
Mounted Police" below the buffalo head. It was used
from 1904 to 1919, and was made of gilt metal and Q
sometimes was issued in imitation gun metal Lb%ick) (
for stable jackets. See photograph on page (-£4-).
Note the error in the spelling of the first word of
the motto.
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OFFICER'S CAP BADGE,
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Present-day Type (
(Royal Canadian Mounted Police)

A photograph of th? 'present-day collar badge
will also be seen on page (e—--) It is made of gilt
metal. No black badges are now necessary or used.

To complete this article, it is now necessary
to refer very briefly to cap badges ggd helmet plates.

"\
CAP BADGES

(1) officers

As the Officers of the Force have worn cap
badges from ecarly times, it was necessary to make a
full investigation into this matter. It is definite
that ¢cap badges were worn by Officers from about the year
1884 onwards, as we have a photograph of Commissioner
A. G. Irvine taken then wearing a field service
cap, which bears an Officer's cap badge. A photograph
of one of the Officer's/igp badges of the early days
will be found on page (<

From this photograph it will be noted that
the buffalo head is surrounded by the words "North
West Mounted Police", and the motto of the Force
appears at the bottom. The error in the spelling of
"Maintiens™ is noticeable. The photograph shown is
that of a metal badge, which was received through
the courtesy of Superintendent T. H. Irvine (now
Assistant Commissioner), the Officer Commanding
"Depot“ Division, and being a photograph of a badge
now in the Museum at Regina.

?\ﬁ"

It will be seen from the above that from %
1884,at all events, the Officers® cap badges bore the..
motto of the Force, but for some unexplained reason
the gold embroidery, or "bullion", cap badges for
Officers, which came into use after the year 1890,

did not bear the motto of the Force as well as the

- \buffalo head, notwithstanding the fact “that the full

erest and motto were worn on the Officers' sabre-
taches and also on collar badges.

The photograph of the cap badge for Officers,
which was worn fox many years prior to 1933, will be
found on page (---4). This is a gold embr01dery, or
"bullion", badge.

In 1933, the design of the Officers' cap
badge was changed to include the full crest and motto ﬁ

of the Force, and a phot aph of the new cap badge
will be found on page (--—gd

IS
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BADGES - _ NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS & CONSTAB?ES

North West Mounted Police

Type
used
1901
to
1903

Type
used
1904
to
1919

Nam

Type
used
from
1920
~to

date
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There is only one other distinction to be Q
noted in connection with the Officers' cap badge
from all other badges, and that is that for many z
years now the initials only of the name of the Force
have been used on these badges. The present badge is,
of course, a "bullion" badge, and incidentally is
wrongly described in the present Rules and Regulatioms.

(2) Non-Commissioned Officers and Constables

Metal cap badges were first issued to Non-
Commissioned Officers and Constahbs about the year
1901.

The three types used from that year onwards
very closely resemble the collar badges in design
which have already been described. They are, of course
of larger size than the collar badge. A photograph of
the different types of metal cap badges which have
been used by Non-Commissioned Offlceip .and Constables
since 1901 will be found on page (-% Note the
mis~spelling of the first word of the motto in the
first t wo badges shown.

- HELMET BADGES (

The. Force does not now use helmets 7 @x
W mﬁwﬂ, an,{

The Officers’and men wore white helmets
on their first patrol to the West in 1874, but
insofar as the Non-Commissioned Officers and men are
concerned, they bore no helmet plate or badge until
the year 1897.

The Officers do not appear to have had 5
helmet plates during the early days either, but in .. |
1890, they had them as they are described in the Dress |
Regulations for that year as follows:-

"Plate, N.W.M.Police pattern (same as
ornament on undress pouch)."

A photograph of the helmet plate worn by
O?ficera@on their white helmets will be féund on
page ( . The white helmet was dlscarded about
the year 1899 or 1900,

\
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.late Ex-Superintendent A.H. Griesbach
(1873 to 1903) now in the R.C.M.Police

Photograph of helmet plate of the

‘Museum at Regina, Sask.; through the
icourtesy of Assistant Commissioner

'T.H. Irvine, Officer Commanding "Depot"
'Division.
|
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In 1920, the former Dominion Police were
wearing blue helmets, and when that Force was ;
absorbed by the Royal Canadian Mounted Police in
that year, a special R.C.M.Police helmet plate was
made for "A" Division, as the former Dominion Police
were then known. ﬁ photograph of this plate will be
found on page (- //‘u

We have been unsuccessful in securing a
photograph of the helmet plate first™igsued to Non-
Commissioned Officers and men of the Nthh West
Mounted Police in 1897, and this is the only badge
of any importance which we have been unable to locate.

CREST AND MOTTO ON DRUMS OF R.C.M.POLICE BAND

It may be of interest to remark that the
drums of the R.C.M.Police Band, which was organized
by the present Commissioner in 1938, under the
leadership of Staff Sergeant J. T. Brown, bear the
full crest and motto of the Force, and the wakman-
ship, design and colouring are excellent.

CONCLUSION

No attempt has been made in this article
to describe every collar, cap or other badge used
by or issued to the Force. There were several var-
iations, and small differences from time to time,
according to change of contractor or manufacturer.
Our effort has been confined to tracing the history
of the crest and motto of the Force, and how and
when they were adopted in the different articles
of equipment, buttons and badges worn.

For purposes of reference, it may be help-
ful to summarize what has been discovered in this

search. The writer considers it can be fairly assumed

that:-

(1) While it is not definitely known who actually
chose the crest and motto, it is certain
that it was worn by Officers on thezr .sabre-
taches as far back as 1877, and it 4s there-

AN fore more than likely that the crest itself

was designed during the regime of the first
Commissioner, (1874-1876).

(2) The Buffalo Head was worn on all buttons é
from 1880 onwards, and is believed to have
been suggested by Assistant Commissbner
J. F. Macleod in 1874.
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Badge  for blue helmet
"A"™ Division, 1920 to 1935.

R.C.M.POLICE.
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(3) officers of the Force have worn cap badges |
since the year 1884, and the first cap badge
contained the full crest and motto of the
Force. The crest on Officers' sabretaches,
pouches for Field Glasses, etc., were also
complete from 1877 onwards,and while the
Officers' cap badge from 1933 onwards has
borne the full crest and motto of the Force,

/ there was a period from about%l1890 to 1932
. !/4 in which the Officers' cap badge contained
T no motto. o R

8
(4) The full crest (on collar badges) has been
worn by all ranks since ;900. "

(5) The full crest (on buttons) has been worn
by all ranks since 1920.

(6) The full crest was used by Officers on
private note paper and stationery from
about 1880.

(7) The crest of the Forece was not used on
official forms or letter head paper in the
early days, and did not come into official
use at R.C.M.Police Headquarters until the
year 1935.

The research into the history of the crest
and motto of the Force has been most interesting work.
My task, insofar as buttons and badges are concerned,
was greatly facilitated by Mr. Bertram Fauvel, of the
Treasury Staff at this Headquarters, who kindly placed
his entire collection at my disposal. The Assistant
Supply Officer - Superintendent P. R. Forde - and
Mr. I. Zivian, the Pur chasing Agent, also extended
help and kindnesses in this matter which are very much
appreciated.

The writer's sincere gratitude«is also ex-

“tended to all Officers still serving, tiose who are
retired and who have been previously mentioned, and

, éil others who have kindly furnished information and

A assistance in recording these particulars for the

use of those whose curiosity may have been aroused

by the question raised at the heading of this article.

Respectfully submitted.

Stan

Ottawa, Ont., G. T.Hann, /
31st March, 1939. Departmental Secretary. : /
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G.219-3. April 8th, 1939.

‘?j’i' ( Dear Gensral Perry:

Thank you very much indeed
for your kindnesgs in answering my question with
regard to the field service cap.

I wish you a wost happy
Eastertide,

Yours sincerely,

Major General A. Bowen Perry, C.M.G.,
8288 MargueriteVSﬁreet,
AR Vancouver, B.(C.

_ G. T. Hann, ]
Departmental Secretary,

@Ry,
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Memorandum to:

The Editor, .
R.C.M.P. Quarterly,
OTTAWA.

1. An extremely interesting

report on the R.C.M.P. Crests and Badges,
Mottoes, ete., prepared by Mr. Hann, is,

by direction of the Commissioner, transmitted

to you, as it 1s thought that a very interesting
article might be made up for the Quarterly

from the same.:

(F.A. Blake) A/Supt.,
Ad jutant.

Uttawa.

| 19-4-%9
. .
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THE CREST AND MOTTQ OF THE ROYAL CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICE

_by_

G. T, Hann, Isqgq,, M.B,E. (Q

Yl
%

gwwmmmmmmehen did the Force adopt its Crest and Motto?
This was a question asked of Royal Canadian Mounted Pol-
ice Headquarters recently, and stgrange as it may seem , el

it was not possible to give an immediate and accurate

reply, for the reasdn that the fyles which would have

afforded the most valuable information on this subject
were unfortunately destroyed in a fire which occured in

(827
the West Block at Ottawa on the 11lth February, LSk, #

sSearch of early Records

Most of the books and.publications dealing with
the history of the Force have of course been scrutinized,
but with very few exceptions they do not help very much
with respect to the question asked, However, there are
one or two notable exceptions to this general rule - the

history of the Royal North West Mounted Police by Colonel
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E.J. Chambers, and the book entitled "Riders of the
Plains*, by A.L. Haydon, which give some details, |

The staff'of the Central Registry at Head-
quarters were most diligent and eager in their efforts
to locate something of value on this particular subject,
but even fheir hearty co-operation brought very meagre

results.

Evidence from Rules and Regulationsof the Force

There is no mention whatever of the crest and
motto in the very early Rules and Regulations or in the
Dress Regulations for either Officers or men. Even the
"Regulations and Orders of the North West Mounted Police",
dated as late as 1889, include no dress regulations, aﬁd
conseéuently give no description of the crest and motto
of the Torce.

However, in 1890, an Order-in-Council was passed
on the 24th January, laying down Dress Regulations for 0f-
ficers, and which describes the crest and motto in adequate
terms, and this will be referred to again later. At this
time, the Force had been in existence for some 16 years,
and up to 1890 matters of dress had been attended to by

Departmental Order and by General Order of the Commissioner.

General Orders

Unfortunately, there is no copy at this Head-
quarters of any General Orders of the Commissioner prior
to the year 1880, Neither are there any earlier ones at
Regina, Sask, Thereforeit has not been possible to make
as detailed'an investigation of this source of informat-

ion as it had been hoped.

In the opinion of several officers now serving,
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including Commissioner S.T.Wood, who have made research

into all existing ?eneral Yrders for other information,
and have earnestly sought for copies of early General
Orders in many quarters, there is not now much likelihood
of any General'ordefs being available anywhere for the

period from 1874 to 1879,

Information from other Sources

In these circumstances, it has been necessary
to make énquiries covering a fairly extensive field, and
it may be of interest to set down in writing, for future
reference, what information is now available, and how and
where it was obtained. g

’ In the first place, it was considered wise to
Iask;for the co-operation of several Departments of the
Federal Government, particularly the Privy Council, Sec-
retary of State, the Public Archives, National Defence,
the Parliamentary Library, etc., in order that searches
might be made for information leading to some document
which might possibly give the desired details, but here
again the results secufed were disappointing. |

Assistance from R.C.M.Police Museum, Regina,
ex-members of the Force, and others.

_There was_gpsrefgpandth;ng left but to consult
éﬁéh Commiséi&ned Offiéers and 6ther:members of the Force
of the early days as are still alive, and those who,
y?i}e'perhaps not on the original or first march in
i8ﬁ4i had served close enough to it to have often
heard the early history of the Force discussed first-
hand.

Requests for assistance and information were
therefore sent to such stalwarts as:-

A Ma jor General A.Bowen Perry, C.M.G., former Comm-

issioner of the Force,  —2csma (N

Ex-Assistant Commissioner J.A.McGibbon, s« 000380
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Colonel G.E.Sanders, Cc.M.G., D.S.0., Ex-Superintendent,
Ma jor J.D.Mbddie, Ex—Supérintendent, Tl co
Ex=Superintendent G.B.Moffatt, ~2<cis ¢~
-Ex;Superinﬁendent P.W.Pennefather, -zov=< v
Ma jor F.A.Bagley; who was a trumpeter on the
original Mafcﬁ, <2ﬂ&¢W-fﬂ;ﬁ

Mr. J.P.Turnef, of Ottawa, who is exceedingly well

acquainted with the early history of the Force,
and sevefal other sources, and all were kind enough
to furnish valuable information, or to direct attention
to someone who would be able to help. Certain Military
Tailors and Stafionery printers were also communicated
with.

Simultaneously, the Officer Commanding "Depot"
Division, Regina, Sask. - Superintendent T.H. Irvine
(now Asst, Commissioner) - was also asked for his kind
co-operation in furnishing certain details from the
Royal Canadian Mounted Police Museum at that point,'_
and from these two .general sources have come the main
part of our present information.

Romance and légend are closely bound up with
the crest and motto of the Force. 1t is, however, the
almost unanimous opinion of those ex-officers and
others, who are the best judges in this matter, that
the crest and motto were selected and in use early in
the Force's history, and certainly within the regime
of its first Commissioner, Lieut. Colomel G,A.French
(1874-1876), and Who_afterwards became Major General
Sir George French, K.C.M.G., and while this opinion
has not been fully substantiated by the present re-

search, nevertheléss, the evidence gathered so far

certainly leads to that conclusion, which we shall

see later.
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It is also the opinion of the senior Officers
and others now liviﬁg who have been consulted, as
previously mentioned; that the crest and motto, 1if
not actually choéen by the first Commissioner, was in
all probability deéigned and approved by him, He was
an lmperial Officer,:.and was familiar with regimental
crests.

First Definition by Order-in-Council.

As already mentioned, there is no early Order-
in-Council dealing with the crest and motto of the Force,
and it is strange that none of the very early Rules
and Regulations mention them. We have already noted
that the first Order-in-Council to definitely mention
thé crest of the Force is that dated the 24th January,
1890. This sets out the dress regulations for Officers,
and describes the crest and motto in the following words:-

[ERCHE S

Pouch for Field Glass

" eesesess.with the following gilt metal badge in
centre of flap: - a mﬁple wreath with a ribbon
bearing the word "Canéda" surmounted by the Crown
above; and the words "North West Mounted Police"
beiow; within the wreath an oval bearing the
words "Maintiens le droit", encircling a Buffalo
head in silver."

Colonel Chambers' History.

1n contrast to this late date (1890), how-

ever, Uolonel Ernest Chambers, who had had the advan-
tage of discussing the matter with the first Comp-
troller of the Force, the late Colonel tred White,
C.M.G., remarks in his history as follows, on pages
lEOland 151:- ’ ' : —_—

" Shortly after this (1876) while the Hom.

R.,W.Scott was the Ministerial head of the Dep-

artment, at the request of the Officers, the

tunic pattern of "Coat" was adopted for the Non-
' 000382
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Uommissionéd Officers and men, a most elaborate
Officer's uniform being sanctioned at the same
time. ‘This included a very handsome tunic of the
hussaf pattern, but of course of Scarlet cloth,
and with yric'h trimmings of gold lace and braid
bestowed upon thé familiar hussar Officer's
blue garment. Other striking features of this
uniform were'long drooping plumes of horse hair
" worn in the Officers' helmets, and a sabretache
literally coveréd with gold lace, the main orn-
ament beiﬁg thé Corps' badge, as at}present,
consisting of a buffalo head surrounded by
maple leaves, with a garter underneath inscriﬁ-
ed with the Cofps' motto "Maintiens le droit". .

e ey == 2 vy
Information from Commissioner Perry.

The Investigation regarding the crest and
motto had proceeded about this far when replies from
ex-0fficers and other members of the Force began to
be received, which contained valuable information, and
amongst the several surprises, was a communication
from the fifth Commissioner of the Force, Ma jor Gen-
eral A.Bowen Perry, C.M.G., who is still hale and
hearty, to the effect that he has in his possession
an Ufficer's sabretache, which Bates back and was in
use in,1877. 'his indeed was great news, and a photo-
graph of the crest and motto found on this sabretache
will be seenlan.éjcn__ZL_;D ‘‘his was taken through the
courtesy and assistance of Superintendent C.H.Hill,
M.C,, Vancouver (Now Asst, Commissioner).

The sabretache in the possession of General
?erry goes a long way to substantiate the opinion
that the crest and motto were adopted during the

regime of the first Commissioner - 1874 to 1876 -
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for the reasons that before this particular sabre-
tache éould hévé been worn in 1877, the crest and
motto had to be designed, and had to be sent to the
Military Tailors in London, #ngland, for manufacture,
and when it is also borne in mind that, being a new
design, the usual delaysvof correction, etc., would
oceur. 1t is therefére only reasonable to assume
that the design was decided upon prior to 1877.

Search at the College of Arms.

As there was just a possibility that the
first Commissioner"(Colonel French) may have had the
crest.and motto registered at the College of Arms in
London, England, an enquiry was made there, through
the good offices of the High Commissioner for Caﬁad&'
in Great Britain, but the Registrar reports there
appears to be no record of it in the College of Arms,

Sabretache .of thé late Supt. C. Constantine.

) Attention haé already been drawn to the crest
and motto on the sabretache in the possession of Major
General Perry} 1t now may be of interest to mention
the sabretache in the Museum at Regina, which was

presented by Brigadier General C. Constantine, son

of the late S?Ferlntendent Constantlne (1886-1912),

p,//UU/f/f sl 1’ U ’i’px O////’} /&F&Q/f "QYL/V’ "]w ﬂm A /'{T/L,@
and-ton: FIGs ’mmmga;pho~egraph»ofwthe%crestxand_motto

S/z’r/&-rvf/p/vbf e Sell) Lo F e il e 14 ¥
en»the:sabretaehe"of'that*@ffrcermis~shown. Thris

-phe&@gra@hﬁwasxﬁakenwthnoughrﬁﬁexkindngsgﬁgﬁySuper-

inﬁendéﬁfl@2H¥¥ffﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁtnOWﬁAsaﬁz;ngmissienari;i@fﬂiaer

OemmanﬁwngwﬂUepet' “Pivision.,

Information from 0ld Photographs.

At R.C.M,Police Headquarters, there is
extant a group photograph of Colonel Macleod, C.M.G.,
Inspector Clarke and Surgeon Kittson. This picture
shows clearly the police erest on these Officers?
sabretaches, and is dated 1878. The number of the

photograph in the Departmental Collection is G-3-84

Negative #107. 000384
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Unfortunately, we héve only one photograph
of Commissioner French in the Departmental Collection |
of Photographs at Ottawa, and this shows him wearing
his "C.M.G.,", Thié-photograph wasg very likely taken
after his return to Eﬁgland.

The Buffalo Head.

Just how the buffalo head came to be chosen ;
for the crest, it is not now possible to say with
accuracy, but the foliowing may certainly have largely .
contributed to its choice:-

{(a) These animals were so numerous on the Prairies
in 1874 that one herd seen is alleged to have included
80,000 head. °

(b) The buffalo was of very great assistance in ]

‘augmenting the fations of the Force on its first great

march from Yfort Garry to the shadows of the Rockies ;
in 1874, but at the same time was & considerable

source of anxiety to Colonel French and his Officers,

in that at many points the buffalo had eaten every
blade of grass and practica’ly rulined many water holes.?
Colonel rrench's diary from the 7th July, 1874 to the
8th hNovember, 1874 showé his anxiety with regard to the!
condition of the horées due to lack of feed and water,
largely caused by the great herds of buffalo.
a (ec) Over-coats from buffalo skins were also of
great use to the lorce in the early days, and although-
they were abandoned for a time have recently been adopted
again. |

(d) Page 21 of the 1938 issue of "Scarlet & Gold",
the annual publication of the R.N,W.M.Police vVeterans,
contains the following story:-

"One of the "Originals"™ who wintered at Fort Garry

K dnbex b rbe s e xevexixx Fxhiiren 3ot XneX XSO R K Xoe
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in his reminiscences said:- 'The following Spring,
we started from Stone Fort (Lower rort Garry) to-

. wards the Cypress Hills, and when north of them
in mid-September saw thousénds of buffalo.' - 'And
the Assistant Commissioner (MacLeod, Asst. Comm-
issioner, June lét, 1874 ) was so impressed that he j
said he though it would be a splendid idea to i

!
have the buffalo head on our buttons. In his |

h
i

|
3
!

report that Fall he made this recommendation to
Headquarters, and it was adopted." " k
1t is also interesting to note that the Indian

name of Stu@—ach-so-to-kéh given to Colonel MacLeéd by

the Blackfeet lndian méans "Buffalo Head",

The Motto.

It is now time to give some attention to the
motto of the Force, "Maintiens le droit".

Here again i£ is not known who actually chose
this, but after seeing what was expected of the force in
the West, the Officers who were consulted in this matter
doubtless were of the opinion that it would be well to
have a motto which would include some precept to be
used as a foundation upon which to build a reputation
for honesty and fair dealing. If that was to be the
guiding principle of the Force, then why not make an
early beginning in the motto itself, and state it in
such:; way as to secure the attention and enthusiasm
not dniy of the.English—speaking.members'of“the Force,
but of all French-speaking compatriots by embracing
it in their language.

If these gonsiderations were not actually

discussed, it is submitted that something very close
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to it was, for the following reasons, which are either
1little known or are continually overlooked:-

(a) There have always been French-speaking Can-
adians inuthe Force.

(b) The first two Ministers to control'the Force
were the Honourable A.A.Dorion and ‘the Hon-
ourable T.Fournier, during the years 1874
to early in 1876, and they were the Ministers
of Justice during that period.

(¢) The first reports of the first Commissioner
were addressed to the Minister of Justice,
and by Order-in-Council of the 28th April,
1876, the management of the Force was trans-
ferred from the Department of Justice to the
Department of the Secretary of State. (The
Honourable R.W,Scott).

In these circumstances, it would have been
singular if some recognition of the controlling infl-
uence had not been given in the selection of the
crest and motto.’’

How well those concerned with the motto chose,
and, what is equally.important, how well it was lived
up to, there is no need for me to attempt to relate,
but perhaps it is permissible to remark that not even
the most sanguine of those who had a part in the sel-
ection dared dream of a Force whose prestige was to be
known the world over and whose present activities are
more "national" in scope than ever.

A Slip in Speliiné.

7 A glance at the picture on FIG. / will
show that there was a small mistake in the first

word of the motto as used in the early days, as it

000387




Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act
Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur l'accés & l'information

. 1

appeared in the crest on the Officer's sabretache.
This mistake remained for many years in the actual
crests, although tﬁe official quotations of the

motto are correct. For example, the quotation given
in the Order-in-Council of the 24th of Janpuary, 1890,
spells it "Maintiens", which is correct. Colonel
Chambers' history and "The Riders of the Plains" also
quote it accurately.

It remained for an Officer, about the year
1912, (Ex-Inspector Rheault) to point out the in-
accuracy in the police cap and collar badges, which
bore the full crest,

This mistake in spelling, although small,
may or may not have special significance. It may
indicate that the motto was chosen by someone of LEng-
lish descent, as no Officer of French parentage.would
“have made the slip, or 1t may merely mean that the
moﬁ%p when sent in to the Military Tailor, or badge
manufacturer, was accurate, and some English artisan
did not exercise sufficient care in executing the de-
sign and the mistakg was repeated for over thirty-
five years. In the early days, all'Officers'.un—
iforms were made in England.

Use of full Crest and Motto on Official Stationery.

It may be of interest here to mention that
a file was discovered at Headquarters in which by
letter of the léth April, 1896, the late Colonel
Ered White, C.M.G., first Comptroller of the Force
at Ottawa, had written to a correspondent in Peter-
borough, Ontario, stating that the North West Mounted

Police had no ckest and motto on its official forms,

but that the Officers had a crest for their private
papers, a copy of which he enclosed to his corres-
pqndent. This private note paper had been in use from

about the year 1880,
000388
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However, it was not until the year 1935
that the crest and motto of the Force éppeared_on the
official stationery of this Headquarters. It had been
used for personal correspondence for many years, of
course,

In February, 1935, Major General J.H. Mac-
Brien, C.B., C.M.G., D.S.0., who was then Commissioner
of the Férce, gave orders to have the crest used on
all Headquarters official letterhead paper. The
Deputy Commissioner at that time was Colonel J.W.
Spalding, and he arranged with Reg. No. 11123 Con-
stable W.W.Skuce, of the Headquarters Staff, to

draw a new crestp-a
weores, Hitherto, the buffalo head had not been
very clear and Constable Skuce irade a much better
job of 1it.

Crests on Buttons and Badges.

The writer made somewhat exterisive enquires
into the history of the R.C.M.Police buttons and
badges, but it is not necessary for the purposes of
this article to do more than mention a few poinﬁsvof
interest as to when the crest was first used on these.

In dealing with buttons, it is interesting

to note that those worn on the unifomms of members of
the Force who took part in the first long march from

Fort Garry to the West in 1874 hagd ﬁo distinguishing

- mark, except the words "Canada - Militia".

Ma jor F.A.ngley, who was then a bugler with
the Force kept a diary on this patrol, and has given
the writer a vivid discription of his uniform towérds
the end of 1874, after the famous march, which, to
say the least, was illuminating in more sense than one.

However, soon after the famous march of 1874,
previogsly referred to, a special button for the Force

was made, which bore a Victoria Crown in the centre
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surmounted by the letters "N.W.M.P." and the word

"Canada" below. A photograph of this button may be

 seen oﬁ{fIG /ZL” This type of button was worn

until about the year 14179,
-We have already seen that one of the "Originals"

has stated that Assistant Commissioner Macleod had

- suggested that the buffalo head be used on the buttons

of the Force,‘and while this recommendation is alleged
to have been made very early in the lorce's history,
it was not until 1880 that such a button was issued to
all members of the force. |

Ex-Assistant Commissioner wmeGibbon, who
joined in that year, has given valuable and definite
information on that point. A photograph of a sample
of the first.button bearing the buffalo head in the
centre with the Victorla Crown above and the letters
"N.W. M P " below may be seen @n&ﬁIG f%%;) This
button was used from about the year:lbao to 1903,

Thé button was changed again in 1904 to
provide for the new initials "R.N.W.M.P.", and in
1920, the full crested button was used, and has been
evér since.,

Collar Badges.

No collar badges bearing the crest and motto
of the Force were worn by Officers or men for many
years after the incebtion of the North West Mounted
Police, but from the earliest times, Officers wore

badges of rank on thecollars of their uniforms as

follows:-
Commissioner - | * Crown end Star
Assistant Commissioner Crown
Superintendent Two Stars
Inspector One Star
Senior Surgeon Twé Stars
Assistant Surgeon One Star

Veterinary Surgeon One Star 000390




Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act ‘
Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur I'accés & l'information

lo 1

- 14 -

In the case of Officers, badges of rank

were worn on the shoulder straps of great coats, but
nis was the only exception o the general rule.

The Non-Commissioned Officers and men had
no collar badges at all until about the year 1900,
and these bore the full cresﬁ of the Force.

During the same year, the Officers'! badges
of rank were worn on the shoulder straps, instead of
their collars, and full crested collar badges have
peen worn by all ranks since that time. The mis-spelling
of the word "Maintiens" occurred in these collar badges
up until about the year 1912.

CAP BADGES

(1) officers

. As the Officers of the Force have worn cap
badges from early times, it was hecessary to make a
full investigation into this matter. 1t is definite
that cap badges were worn py Officers from about the year
1884 onwards, as we have a photograph of Commissioner
A.G.Irvine taken fhen wearing a field service cap,
which bears an Officer's cap badge. A photograph
of one of the'Ofﬁicgrgs cap badges of the early days

‘ | will be found N';o"ﬂ}'f};‘l(vl‘r rg/,{’}%. 5

From this photograph it will be noted that
the buffalo head is surrounded by the words "North
West Mounted Police", and the motto of the Force
appears at the bottom, ‘'lhe error in the spelling of
"Maintiens" is noticegble. The photograph shown is
that of a metal badge, which was received through
the courtesy of Superintendent T.H.Irvine (now
Assistant Commissioner), the Officer Commanding "Depot"

Division, and being a photograph of a badge now in

the Museum at Regina.
It will be seen from the above that from 1884

at all events the Officers cap badges bore the motto

o | -
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of the Force, but for some unexplained reason the
gold embroidefy, or "bullion", cap badges for
Officers, which came into use after the year 1890 ,
did not bear the motto of the Force as well as the
buffalo head, notwithstanding the fact that the full
crest and motto were worn on the Officers! sabre-
taches and also on collar bédges.
The photograph of the cap badge for Officers,
} ' which ﬁas worn for’many years prior to 1933, will be
| fou@dméQK%IGj;Z§i;}' This is‘a gold embroidery, or
"bullion", badge.
| In 1933%, the design of the Officers' cap
badge was changed to include the full crest and motto
/. of the Fofce, and a photogx_'aph of the new cap badge
| will be found on FIG.__éé;.

There is only one other distinction t&be

e

noted in connection with the Officers! cap badge
from all other badges, and that is that for many
years now theiinitials only of the name of the Force
have been used on these badges. The present badge 1is,
of course, a "bullion" badge, and inmcidentally is

! - wrongly described in the present Rules and Regulations,

(2) Non-Commissioned Officers and Constables.

Metal cap baages were first issued to Non-
Commissioned Officers and Constables about the year
1901, and these very closely resemble the collar
badges in design, which we have already seen contain
the full crest and motto. The mis-spelling of the

first word of the motto was repeated in this case also.

Helmet Plates.

The Force does not now use helmets, except
88 an optional article of headgear for officers.

The Officers and men wore white helmets on
their first patrol to the West in 1874, but neibher

Officers or men appear to have had helmet plates at
that time, ‘ 000392
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In 1890, the Officers' helmet plate was

described as follows:-
"Plate, N.W.M.,Police pattern (same as ornament

on undress pouch)."
ey

. T
-A-phetograph—of the helmet plate worn Eyf
ot ot it S

. 7
Ofricers on their white helmets”will—be—found—on-pax®
h%;é%.f;%§¢’4@ﬁbc DIl ﬂﬂhﬂﬁlmn, Jﬁqyéka

‘Tf:jli? The white helmet was discarded about the
year 1%99 or 1900.

Helmet plates were not worn by Non-Com-
missioned Officers and Constables until the year
1897, but we have been unsuccessful in securing a
photograph of the plate first issued to them.

In 1920, the former Dominion Police were
wearing blue helmets, and when that Force was absorbed
by the Royal Canadian Mounted Police in that year, a
special R.C.M.Police helmet plate was made for "A"
Division, as the former Dominion Folice were then
known, This plate, of course, bore the full crest and
motto of the Force.

Crest and NMotto on Drums of R.C.M.Police Band.

It may be of interest to remark that the
drums of the R.C.M,Police Band, which was organized
by the present Commissioner in 1938, under the
leadership of Staff Sgergeant J.T.Brown, bear the
full crest and motto of the Force, and the workman-
ship, design and colouring are excellent.

Conclusion.

Our éffort in this article is an attempt
to trace the history of the crest and motto of the
Force, and to show how and when they were adopted on
the differeht articles of equipment, buttons and
badges worn, but we have not endeavoured to describe
every collar badge or other badge used or issued to
the Force, as there were several variations and small
differences from time to time which had very little

000393
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bearing on the subject under discussion.

For purposes of reference, it may be help-
ful now to summarize what has been discovered in this
search. The writer considers it can be fairly assumed
that:- |

(1) While it is not definitely known who actually
chose the crest and motto, it is certain that
it was worn b y Officers on their sabretaches

as far back as 1877, and it is therefor more

than likely that the crest itself was designed
during the regime of the first Commissioner,
(1874-18176).
(2) The Buffalo Head was worn on all buttons from
\, 1880 onwards, and is believed to have been
‘ suggested by Assistant Commissioner J.F.
Macleod in 1874,

(3) Officers of the Force have worn cap badges
since the year 1884, and the first cap badge
contained the full crest and motto of the
Force. The crest on Officers' sabretaches,
pouches for Field Glasses, etc., were also
complete from 1877 onwards, and while the

“’ Officers!' cap badge from 19%3 onwards has
borne the full crest and motto of the Force,
there was a period from about 1890 to 1932
in which the Officers' cap badge contaihed
no motto,

(4) The full crest (on collar badges) has been
worn by all ranks since 1900.

(5) The full crest (on buttons) has bheen worn
by all ranks since 1920,

(6) The full crest was used by Officers on
private note paper and stationery from about

1880.

l______—___—__________________________________ﬁ 000394
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(7) The crest of the Force was not used on

official forms or letter head paper in tke
early days, and did not come into official
use at R.C.M,Police Headquarters until the

year 1935.

The research into the history of the crest and

motto of the Force has been most interestinggj.“ﬁ
task, insofar as buttons and badges are conerned, was
greatly facilitated by Mr. Bertram Fauvel, of the
Treasury Staff at this Headquarters, who kindly placed
his entire collection at my disposal. The Assistant
Supply Officer - Superintendent P.R.Forde - and

Mr. I.Zivian, the Purchasing Agent, also extended help
and kindnesses in this matter which are very much
appreciated,

The writer's sincere gratitude is also ex-
tended to all foicers still serving, those who are
retired and who have been previously mentioned, and
all others who have kindly furnished information and
gssistance in recording these particulars for the use

of those whose curiosity may have been aroused by the
' o Frasle Qpbinct

question raised at—fhe—heading of this article.
Respeectfully. submitted. Qﬂ“'
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