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Ottawa, December 28th, 1.

Sir:-

In reply to your letter of the 18th 1nntant
File 389-J-3, I wish to inform you that the Department
does not approve of thse resolution passed by the Chemainus”
Band agreeing to accept into membership of the Banér
. and his three children. His wife should “e paid

as a member of the above Band, but should be giveh a number
of her own. ¢

s.19(1) I might further add that the policy of this

Department is to assist Indians in such a way as to place
them on a similar status as white men. On the other hand,

it is not the policy of the Department to accept into
membership of a Band half-breed who have bdbeen living on a
reserve among the Indians; in fact, a movement is being
made by the Department to take action to gradually remove
from all reserves half-breeds ana others who are not members
»f the Band, :

-

Your obedient servant,

I e

T.R.L. MacInnes,
Acting Secretary.

H. Graham, Esq.,
Indian Agent,
Duncan, BeC.

‘ ™ 000008 1
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DEPA I OF INDIAN AFFAIRS OFFICE OF
’ : C 'ANADA ' , INDIAN AGENT

i kg
N \M/ ’
r : Duncan, B. C.

*
T

, December 18th, 1931.
389-J-3 7 |

Sirse

I herewith beg to enclose petition from
the Chemainus Band of Indians asking for the
admission of y his wife and family
into their Band.

I might state that when I came here on visiting
the Chemainus Reserve, I found this family living
there but not recognised as members. is
a half breed by birth, but has always lived on the
reserve, and has his home there, and he married an
Indian of the Band by whom he has three children.

From what I can gather is a good steady man

and by every one has always been recognised as an |

Indian. Under these circumstances I would like to |
s.19(1) recommend that he be admitted as a member . He would ‘

have no where to go if he were not taken in to the

Band, and we would know where we stood in regard to him,

as I said before, he has always lived as an Indian

on the reserve.

Your obedient servant.
’/ﬁa/gw .
e —

(H. Graham)
Indian Agent.
The Secretary,
Department of Indian Affairs, /
Ottawa.
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. RESOLUTION

“ We, the Indians of the Chemainus Band, beg to

. sy his wife and family, admltted as members
of our Band, as he has always lived as one of us on the
reserve.

(Signed)

His x Mark
| His x Mark
Hls Xx Hark

His x mark

. His x mark

his x mark.
his x mark
his x mark
nls x mark
his mark x
his mark x
his x mark
'his x mark
His x mark

‘his x mark

¢ his x mark
his x mark ' -
- His x Mark

His X mark

his x mark

His x Mark

his x mark
his x mark
his X mark-
his x mark
his x mark
his x mark.

‘ s.19(1)
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Ottawa, December 5th, 1931.

Sir:-

In reply to your letter of the 28th ultimo,
I would again inform you that the Department does not
favourably consider the resolution passed by the
Nanaimo Band to accept into membership of the Band

-

I might further say that, if an Indian wishes
to adopt children who are not members of the Band, you
should warn them that they will be responsible for their
upkeepe.

Your obedient servant,

Y
AJF, MacKenzie,
. Secretary.

H. Graham, ESQ.,
Indian Agent,
Duncan, B.C.
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¥ _ __. November 28th, 1931.
wel 5 020 )
257-J-3

Sir:-
At a meeting of the Nanaimo Band held yesterday

the enclosed Resolution was passed preying for the

admission of one i sy to the Bard.

This boy's mother was , but father unknown,

but supposed tc be a member of the Penelakut Band.

_ s the grand-fathnr took this child at
infancy, and he is now six years olf and the mother
is now living with Cassimere a member of the Fenelakut Band
and hag a family by him. informs me that there were
adoption papers taken out by the late Agent, but these
I have been unable to locate.

I would like to strongly recommend that the admission
of this bog to the Nanaimo Band be approved. and
his wife are old dnd the boy will never leave them, and
there is no question but that he is a full blooded

s.19(1) Indian.

Your obedient servant,

~L .

(H. Graham)
Indian Agent.

The Secfetary,
Department of Indian Affairs,
Cttawa.,

000012




MOVED by Chief Paul White, and seconded by Nelson Wilson, and

s.19(1)

At a large meetine of the Nanaimo Indians held on the
above date, the followine Resolution was unanimously passed.
passed unanimously,-

"That the Indian Agentapply to the Department

for the admisgion of » a grand-son of

o

Document disclosed undér the Access to Information Act -
Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur I'accés a I'information
;
o

Nanaimo, B. C.

November 27th, 1931.

, as a member of the Band".

'//Z@(/ZMA

S )@%M/

o |
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Ottava, November 19th, 1931.

Sir:-

In reply to your letter of the 12th instant
File 155-3-3, I wish to inform you that the Department
does not approve of the resolution passed by the
Tsartlip Band agreeing to the admission of
s.19(1) and her three " children whose father was a white
man and a resident of the United States, into membership

of the Band.

Your obedient servant,

(é;%%;%gl’ , 2.F. MacKenzle,
dzz(\ Secretary.

H. Graham, Esq.,
Indian Agent,
Duncan, DB.C.

000014
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DEPART JF INDIAN AFFAIRS OFFICE O
£ LANADA INDIAN AGEN

¢
-

Duncan, B. C.

November 12th, 1931.

oo >3 ‘ i ‘4:_:}{\

- "'—“-Jj

When visiting the Saanich Reserves last week,
I held a very large meeting of the Bands, at which
the enclosed Resolution was passed asking for the
admission of three children, to the Tsartlip
Band, and also for the admissidon of their mother, |
; , who was formerly a member.

I enquired into this, and as near as I could get it,
is as follows,- The widow of the late
of Tsawout, : by name, and who was previously a member
of the Tsartlip Band, when over at the hop-picking on the
s.19(1) fmerican side about 25 years ago married a White man by
name of , but she apparently did not live very long
with this man and was always backwards and forwards between
her own reserve and the United States, but by this marriage
there were three boys, il 233 20, and
14 years, who have always lived on the Tsawout reserve
when on this side of the line, and have been looked upon by
the Band as members.

From what I can gather they have always lived an Indian
mode of life and not taken advantage of White mans privileges.
The lndians were unanimous that these boys and their
mother should be signed up as members of the Tsartlip Band.

Your obedient servant,

) /76LZZ;;x/ .
-

(H. Grahanm)
Indian Agent.
The Secretary,

Department of Indian Affairs, “
Departs . 000015
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Tsartlip Indian Reserve

November 5th, 193.

RESOLUTION.

We, the members of the Saanich Bands, gathered here

this 5th, day of November, 1931, hereby make application
to have ’ and , sons of
admitted as members of the Tsartlip Band,
and also that their mother, the said : be
re-admitted as a member of the same Band.

'5.19(1)

000016




Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act -
Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur I'accés & I'information

000017

s e




' Déciment disclosed under the Access g information Ac
Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur I'accés & Finfétmatio

No.
REMARKS
REQUIRED | AUTHORIZED

\
—————

- ~ - 000018




s.19(1

)

Document disclosed under the Access to information Act -
Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur F'accés @ I'information

§62-152

éth August, 1931,

Dear Sir,

I beg to acknowledge the reseijt of your letter
of the 25th uitimo, Hoe875-1e3, with respect to tue maabQﬁnhif
of the Qualicum berd, and note that after the fullest dlscussion
and considerstion of the muttor it hes been definitely de
gided Shet the following should e regurded as the duly
recogniged members of the sald band, namely:-

aad L
wheae 8 &V yearas
Ty '.% 28 -
T il | S

seoen " B4 yearses
in reply I beg % adviee you that this list of
mombershi; is approved on behalf of the Superintendent
gcgural under the provisions of Seetion 18 of the Indian
SN

Yours truly,

Cl i vtiere e b
Aoting Deputy Superintendent Geuersl.
H.Grabhan, ssq.‘ '
L

Indian Agen
m&ﬂ, an c‘ﬁ

000019
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6th August, 1931.
Dear Mr. Neill,

Por your information I sm emoloalng a

c¢opy of a letier which has jJust been written %o

Hr. Greham, Indian Agent at Duncan, B.C., with

end, respect to the membership of the Qualicum band.

Tours truly,

{
¢2/f? Acting Deputy Superintendent Genersal,
A.WNeill, Eaqgs, MePs,
4lbernt,
B.Ce

000020
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DEPARTHMENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS OFFICE OF

CANADA INDIAN AGENT
Duncan, B. C.
July 25th, 1931.
625-1-3 N
“ O X
Q" ‘e
. (\«/ Log
Your File XNo.62/152 QUL 811931

Sir:-

Pey
:L“ JCIR'-: -

In rerly to your letter dated the 13th,

instant I beg to state that I have interviewed

both and , members of the

gualicum Band in connection with who they consider

should be members cf the said «ualicum Band,

after a great deal of discussion it was definitely

decided that the following are recognised by them

as legitimate members , namely s

. and

In their orlglnal letter they stated that i

was alwars recognised and recorded as a member

of thc wualicum Band. This man I might say is a
member of the Nancose Band with his wif. and child,
and when I spoke to avout him, she
rerlied that she would like to have him made a member
of th. 2and, but that he had no legal claim, but her
late husband [ t0ld her before he died
thuat he would like this man made a member of the EFand.
In regard to and | these tvo are
married anc away, the latter being marri.d to a whiteman.
In regara to s she ig no.w the wife of

s.19(1) of Comox Band; and James Thomas and his wife are now
voth dead.

In the interview I had they were both quite
satisfied that the four nemes already stated are
without doubt in their minds legitimate members of the
gualicum Band, but stated that she would like
to have her three scns by a Jhiteman, whowshe
lived with for a great number of years included, but
I assured her that as they had never lived on the
reserve, this could not be considered.

I now enclosed statement signed by
and y giving t.e namcs of the Inuians
as listed above as recognised, in addition to them-
selves us members of ths ualicum Band.

Your obedient servant,

ﬁi&z

H. Grah“m)
The Becretary, Indian Agent.
Derartment of Indian Affairs
Ottawa.

000021
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fiii . e, and hercby certify that
the Tollowin_ are regarded as members of the <ualicum
Band, in addition to oursclves, and we wish to have them

s0 recorded,-

age 29 years
age 28 years
age 2 o

s.19(1) age 21 yeafs

age 24 years.

Zococrr
.//7CZ£Z;zcu .
¢gi411ch¢ 54%%XZLAZ

24

v

Ln
%
Zoarks
“on
>
Gualicum, Zonah,
July 22nd, 1931.

000022
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Ottawa, July 31st, 1831.

Sir:-
In reply %o your letter of the 13th ultimo,
File 412-1-8, I wish to inform you thal you may record
' T as a member of the Qualicum Band, and
s guote this letter as authority.

Your obedient servant,

7L L/ T

'§77:;7./w4é@e4244«a>0“

4

= <§E§E§§i‘ | A.F, MacKenzis,

| Secretary.
H. Graham, Es8Q.,

Indian Agent,
y Duncan, B.C.

000023
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, 15th July, 193l.
Degr Hr. Beill,

! N I beg to acknowledge the regeipt of your letter
- of the 22nd ultimo, in further reference to the [ :
children, grandehildren of | of the Qualicwm band,

A in reply I bag $o say that Mr. Agent Graham has
recently been aeble to get some further evidence which wuld
indteste that the shiljdren or some of them have been

regularly recognized as members of the Qualicum band. We are
esking Mr. Agent Groham for s further report ziving at the
same time a revised list of those who are regerded by :
SfEm anQil " ag members of the qualicum band &ndto hav
it certified by them when favourable conzidoration will be
s.19(1) giv%n to tge application to have such list approved &s members
of the band. A :

£

AQW-N@ill’ E .y MOP“Q
House of Commone,
Ottawa.

[

Youre truly,

i ‘ : 000024
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Ottawa, 13th July, 1931.

- 8ir,

I bave before me a copy of the memo dated May
30th, 1913, which memo you state is in the handwriting
of the late Indian Agent Robertson, giving the nsmes of
alleged members of the (ualicum band as follows:-

g wife '

{7} AdGopted by when a baby (Nystery)
Lives at Ranoose _
] s nife, a danghter of Hanoose Bob.
. widow of lir. Recelma « & Chilean,
¢hijdren of | ,

’

¥ )

% letter rec

—

I have also the copy
by and |
that her grandsona, i ' and
5.19(1) a greatgrandson. | 0 were always regarded and register-
ed as members of the Big Qualicum Indian Reserve during the
time of the late Mr. Rodertson as Indian Agent. In this
letter the names of her grandohildren, and -

, are not mentioned by . neither -
is her daughter, . , mentioned. Are they dead
. or does not recognize them as members of the

kb‘ band? 1Is and his wife, as mentioned in Mr¢
é Robvertson's memo, still living?

I% is desired that you submit a revised list
of those who Are¢.now regarded by " and o/
H.Graham, Esq.,
Indian Agent,
Duncan B.C.

ently signed
¢laims .

ﬂ?l c

. 000025
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a8 members of this bend and have them ogertify this
1ist. When this is received favourable consideration will
e given to the application to have them approved as members

of the Qualicum band.,

Your obedient servant,
s.19(1)

Seeretary.

000026
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not recognized

s.19(1)
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House of Commons \

Canada o p p 4§ 4, Ontario. o
June 22, 1931.

| / ORI
I 3 _..’j';‘ ~
W » :

Dr. Duncén C. Scott,
Deputy Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs,
OTTAWA, Ontario.

Dear Dr. Scott, -

! With further reference to your
letter of the 24th April re the case of the Recalma
children, advising me that Mr. Indian Agent Graham
had reported ﬁhat the only evidence he had was Mr.
Lomas! letter. I took the liberty of writing to hinm
and explained that it was not a matter of looking up
his récords or correspondence files, as of hunting
up old census books, which I feel sure every Agent
must keep for his own convenience. It is unbelievable
that an Agent would make a new census of two thousand
Indians each year at great trouble when he could so
readily check up his o0ld list.

He replied to the effect that he

thought he had found some such records, but that he

000028
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was submitting the information to you as his official
head.

May I ask what was the nature of it, and
if 1t did not throw some further support on my contention

that these people are members of the band.

Yours faithfully,

4

P S {
.4

¥

vl

A.W. NEILL. %7

000029
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i
REC(‘RB“/

Duncan, B. C.

June 13th,,1931.
412=-1=3

Sirs=-

On taking the census a few days ago at Gualicum
I found living with old a young man
by name of sy aged 30 years . On
making enguiries I found that he is the illegitimate
son of ,» a daughter of and the late &

s and his father bein_, a Jhite man by name of ’
wvho ag far as I can understdnd never did live with
the mother. This man was born an the reserve and was
brought up by his grand-mother on the reserve.

On cominz back to tie office and looking over the
records I flnd that up till 1926 this man's name has
been dovwn on the records as an Indian of Qualicum Band,
and during the . ar was given a certificate as thus.

made a strong plea to me that as
this foung man was her grand-child and she had rassed
him from infancy, she begged that his name should be
on the «ualicum list, as it was her intention to Jill
her land to him.

I would like the Department's ruling in the matter.

Your obedient servant,

(H. Graham)
Indian Agent.

The Secretary,

Department of Indian Affalrs, ,
Ottawa.

000030
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Since writing you in reference to the claim
put in by Mr. A. W. Neill, M. P. on behalf of the
children, as members of the Qualicum Band, I might
say that I have delved further into this matter and
have discovered that back ar.und twenty years ago
that the number of Indians recorded as members of
the wualicum Band was given as thirteen, and I found
a small liemo slip giving these children's names
amongst others of the sualicum Band, a copy of which I am
enclosing, the same having been made out in the late
#r. Robertson's hand writing.

I have discussed the matter with old ,

, and s the only two recognised
members and they are unanimous that these children should
be recognised as members of the Band. I am enclosing
copy of lectter just rececived from them on the subject.

I have the honor to be,

Sir,
Your obedient servant,

e /:?4Z£ZZQCC‘4 .
——— . Gronem)

Indian agent.
Duncan C. Scott, Esq., |
Deputy Superintendent General of Indian Affairs,
CTTAVA.

000031
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BOWSKR, B. C.

April 28th, 193Q.

Mr. Graham,
Duncan, B, C.

Dear Sir:-

I am writing in regards to the rights of my
grandsons, [ , B and i ,
and great-grandson whom I always understood
were recorded and registered on the Big Qualicum
Indian Reserve during the time of the late Mr. Robertson
and all the above mentioned wish to continue living
on the Reserve having been born there and raised under
my care on the said Reserve.

Owing to old age it is impossible for me to live
there alone. It was also the earnest desire of my late
husband ¢ who lived on the said Reserve
for nearly sixty years, that the above grandsons and
great-grandson should inherit the right to live on said
Reserve on the North side of the Qualicum River.

Awaiting your sincere help in the matter.

Yours truly,

Her
(Signed) x
Mark.

I agr:e with above letter
Her
(Signed) x
Mark.

|
l
000033
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Indian Reserve.

's, wife

( )

Qualicum, May 30, 1913.

Adopted by when a baby (Mystery)

Lives at MNanoose

wife,

Widow .f Nr.
children of

.

A daughter of Nanoose Bob.

Racalma- a Chilean,

000034
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File Ro. .. 75725
Pepartment of Indian Aairs

TTTUOF biDIAN AFFAIRS

o i W‘x-" m i
Canada ,
, | SURVEYS
Lands and Timber Branch —
Ottawa,....... May 12th 103t .
Memo,
Surveys Branch
Please prepare description for surrender of
the Qualicum Reserve, in the Cowichan Agency, Province
of British Columbia. This Reserve, according to our
records, 1is owned by two elderly women,
and o
s.19(1)
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Ottawa, Mey 8th, 1931.

Sir:-

: In reply to your letter of the lst instant,
file 183-1-3, I wish to inform you that the Department
approves of the transfer of and his wife
from the Penelakut Band to the Halalt Band.

Kindly quote this file and letter as

A19(1
s19(1) authority for making the transfer.

’ ' Your obedient servant,

~ AJFa Bﬁiﬁf@BIﬂZiE&,
' Seeretary.
ao

HQ.Graham, ESQe,
Indian Agent,
Duncan, B.Ces

000036
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Ottawa, April 27th, 1931.

Sirt-

In reply to your letters of the 18th instant,
I would advise you that the Department approves of the
resolutions passed by the Chemainus Band agreeing to the
transfers of i , Wife and three children from
the Penelakut Band, and of the transfer of s
wife and seven children from the Clemelemaluts Band to ‘
the Chemainus Band.

Kindly quote this file and letter as authority
for the transfers. '

Your obedlent servant,

~ _,./-—-'-"‘”""‘.V sy

A.F. MacKenzie,
Secretary.

H. Graham, Esqe,
Indian Agent,
Duncan, B.C.

000037
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Yyour File No.62-152

Sirs-

In reference to your letter of the 2nd,

Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act -
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I -
OFFICE OF D 4
Com i INDIAN AGENT
-
Duncan, B. C. .

April 18th, 1931.

instant,

regarding application for the admission of

) to the Chemainus

Band, I regret having

omitted to give the members of his family,

which are as follows,-
following children
6 years.

, wife, and the
19 years, [ 17nyears,

Your obedient servant,

,/,/762$éZcx4z4 )

the Secretary,

(H. Graham)
Indian Agent.

Department of Indian Affairs,

Uttawsa.

000038




DEF

. CANADA
——

117-1-3

5.19(1)

{ENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

——

Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act -
Document divulsyé en vertu de la Loi sur I'accés & I'informatior

t)) bt
&

OFFICE OF'

" Wl
. AR o,
INDIAN AGEN\ o

Duncan, B. C.

April 18th, 1931.

Sir:-

At a meeting of the Chemainus Bang held yesterday,
the enclosed Resolution was passed asking for the
admission of s "y his wife and femily to the
Chemuinus Band. They were formerly enrolled as members
of the Clemclemaluts Band. The family consists of

y his wife ¢ » and the
following children, y 18 years; 16 years,
14 years; | 8 years; . 5 years; |
3 years, and & Q months. |

In regard to this a
man has no holdings what
has been willed 40 acres at Siccameen, Chemainus
Indian Reserve No.13, by his uncle, )
and the Band are most anxious that he with his

wife and family should bed admitted and take possession
of the land.

pplication I might say that thisg
ever at Clemclemaluts, but

I would 1like to recomrend the admission as
applied for.

Your obedient servant,

(H. Graham)
Indian Agent.

The Secretary,

Department of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa.
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Chemainus Bay Indian Reserve No.l3.
april 17th, 1931.

We, the undersigned voting members of Chemainus
Band, hereby make application for the admission of oy
his wife and family, formerly members of the Clemclemaluts

Band, to be admitted as members of the Chemainus Band,

L)

s.19(1)
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DEPARTMENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS ! OFFICE OF
CANADA INDIAN AGENT ‘Q

Duncan, B. C.

(ﬁékhﬁst, 1931. ////

183-1I-3 e

Sirs=- TP

I herewith beg to enclose a Resolution
Passed yesterday at a meeting of the Halalt
band, asking for the admission of

s Who has veen a hember of the Penelakut
wand, and married to & s a daughter of the
late Aimie of Halalt Band.

This woman is the possessor of certain land
on the Halalt reserve and vetween them they have
done a great deal of very good work$ this year.
They have cleared up and put under cultivation
this year alone about ten acres, which is very
creditable considering the small amount of ground

5.19(1) on these reservéds that ha$s been worked in recent
years.

I would strongly recommend that this man
be admitted as a member of the Halalt Band, as he
has no land of his own on Kuper Island, and the
matter was discussed at a meeting of the Penelakut
Indians last week, and they were quite satisfied
that this man and his wife, having no children,
should be released from the Ienelakut Band in order
to allow him to become a member at Halalt.

At the meeting yesterday of the Halalt Band there
was a little opposition from three of the members,
but I may say that this was only due to a little bit
of jealousy. Some of them thought that they might
get a chance to get in and get this land, but they
have all got plenty of their own and not doing a quarter
of the work, that Tuimmiiad has done on his
wife's., '

In taking the vote there are only seven members
eligible to vote, and four voted in favor and three
against, but without exception the energetic Indians
were unanimous. ’

Trusting to get a favourable reply.

Your obedient servant,

’/ﬁ@gaa‘ 5

(H. Graham)
Indian Agent.
The Secretary,
Jepartment of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa.
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RESOLUTION

et et ety

»
- April 30th, 1931.

We the members of Halalt Band, hereby make application

for the admission of , formerly of the

Fenelakut Band, and his wife , to be admitted as

memberg of our Band.

For,

5.19(1)

L

Agginst.

-~ 000042
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Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur I'accés a l'information

24th April, 1931,

Dear Mr. Neill,

In further reference to the guestion as to whether
the chilédren should be recognized as members of the
Qualicum band, I have o say that we communicated with Mr.
Agent Graham, of Duncan, B.C., pointing out thet it had
been asserted thet these children had been recorded as band
members for several years, and esked him to search all avails
able records to ascertain vwhether such was the case. Mr,
Graham has reported that the only record hc has with reference
1901 to these children is Mr. lomas's letter of the Rb6th May, 1926,
s-19(1) with attached memorandum setting forth the history of this
fenmily. /

I regret thaet from lack of sufficient proof I am

unadble to direct that these children be placed on the 1ist of
members of the band in question as requested.

Youra truly,

ﬁ } s | . -~ ,

A.W.Neill., E_ﬂq_i' MOP'Q'
House of,Coumons,
Ottawa.
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this Band now, namely [

Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act -
Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur Faccés & I'information

g2 5"

\giiﬁziiﬁgy/

‘}) INDIAM AGENT
1

Duncan, B. C.

April 1lst, 1931.

I have yours of the 25th, ultimo,
to-gether with copy of letter addressed to
A, W. Neill, M. P. in connection with
application to have the . childaren
recognised as members of the wualicum Band.

I might say that I have searched all
availablc records here and all I can find is
a letter, No.102-A.-3 dated May 25th, 1926 written
by the late Indian Agent, which I think explains
the matter fully., to-gether with a history of the
three families referred to in the letter, and
then the Department's reply, dated June 2ne, 1926,
No.62-152.

I might further say that by our books
there are only two members down as belonging to
st , and

. There is no mention of the
children, not has any payment been made at any
time, that I can find, to these children.

Your cbedient servant,
il
%

(H. Graha
Indian Agent.

\

Duncan C. Scott, Esq.,
Deputy Superintendent General,

Department of Indian Affairs,

Ottawa. SN
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Ottawa, April 2nd, 1831,

Sir:-

Referring to your letter of the 25th ultimo,

‘Pile 959-H-3, regarding the transfer of

from Penelakut Band to Chemainus Band, I beg to inform
you that you have omitted to give full information
regarding the family. Kindly advise us regarding the
number of persons in his family who would be transferred.
This information is necessary in order that proper trans-
fer of the Capital Funds tay be made.

Your obedient servant,

AJF. MacKenzie,

Secretary. , /l
. .,' ’
/o /‘
. ’ { .
Graham, Esg., ' /// //
dian Agent, y
uncan, B.Ce ' /

000045
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A

We, the Indians of the Chemainus Bay Band, hereby make application

PETITION.

and apply to the Department of Indian Affairs for the admission of
and family of the Penelakut Band to the Chemainus Bay

Band.

s.19(1)
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DEPARTE I F INDIAN AFFAIRS
W SNADA

959-H-3

Duncan, B.C.

March 25th.1931.

Sir:-

I herewith beg to enclose a petition
signed by practically all the Male Members of the
Chemainus Bay Band, asking for the admission of

of Kuper Island, Penelakut Band.

This matter was brought to my attention
at a meeting I held with the Chemainus Band last week.

On investigation I found that
has no holdings at Kuper Island, but he has
been willed by his Uncle a valuable piece of ground
at Chemainus Bay, so under these circumstances I
would like to recommend that this be favorably
congidered by the Department.

s.19(1)

Your obedient servant,

AT ol .

H. Graham)
Indian Agent.

The Secretary,
Department of Indian Affairs,
OTTAWA.
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Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act -

Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur I'accés a I'informat!'on‘

March 25, 1931,
Sir,~

The Department has had considerabdle
correspondence in connection with an epplication
to have the children recognized as merntbers
of the Qualicum Indian Band. For your information
I am enclosing a copy of a letter which hes been
written to iir. Neill, M.P., of Alberni, setting
forth the position which the Department has teken
with respect to the epplication., I may say that
this copy is confidentisl and you will trest it
accordingly. 'There is just one phase of the
question on which we require some further infor-
mation, It is claimed that these children were
adopted into the bend by ¢ousent of the members
and recorded as band members for several years.
Will you be good enough to search all available
records to sscertain vhether these children have
appeared on the list of the members of the said
band and advise the Department at your earliest
convenience,

Yours very truly,

o
LT e " ,4‘_// N
T el T T
i \ b i L,_‘N’J-)‘-’ i,
H. Greham, Esq., —
Indian Agent, TR —

'}DD§
A
o

' Duncen, B.C. .¢

28 1931
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AV, Neill,

Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act -
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62152

24th PFebruary, 1931l.
Dear MMr, Nelll,

I have before me your lebtter of the 29th
Décember last, on behalf of the ehildren, and note
your contention in support of their claim.

In reply I beg to say that while Fatljer Beaton's
letter 41d perhaps disclose sonmething new, there was nothing
new I submiit which affected the vital guestion as to whether
thece children were or were not memders of the band, it
it aprears was e foreigner. He could not be adopted or admitte
into a band by its members wituout the consent of the Super-
intendent General. If his children were leglitimate, they are
clearly not members because thelr father was not. They are 1
not being barred because of physical disabillity or dmmnkennesas,
nor are they boins barred by any new refromotive ruling because
so far a8 we are aware they have never been recognized as members
by any rulinz old or new. The fact that persons similarly situ-
ated may have been admitted to membership of bands from time to
time in the past by insdvertence or by carelessness ol Depart-
mental Asents would not be a valid reason for deliberatiy re-
peating such irregularities. I am advised thot there are
hundrede of people in British Columbia similarly situated,bii
who are not Inaiens within the meanling of the Iandisn Act a:nd
have no legal right to be enrolled as Indlans of & garticular
band and to shore in Indian property.

Yours truly,
v Pd Ve &_",,,l”,)

Esg. ’ M.P. s - hired
Albverni, )
B.C.

a-,
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| | 62-152

Ottawa, 24th February, 1931.

Sir,

" I beg to acknowledge the reeeipt of your letter
of the 26th uitimo, No.574-H~B, enclosing a letter from
Chief Johnny of the Penelakut Band asking for the asdmission
of one : H i, and note your observations with respect
| to this matter.

s.19(1) disposed to approve of the sdmission of Arthur Crocker to the

In reply I beg to say that the Depariment is not
Penelakut Band.

Your obedient servant,

LT ) /‘
Pad — ,o’
.
s " ‘_
- -
-y T - .

(P’ . CnT T . “\.

. - N :

Secretary.

B.Groham, Esgs.,
Indian Agent,
Duncan, B'b Cn
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’ Memorandum with reference to the status
of the four Recalma Children

Agent Lomas says:- That | lived with an

Italian named ~ Were off the reserve for many
years - That Agnes was not married %o -~ That two
of her children were brought up by their
grandmother from infancy.

Bishop Beaton says :- lived with South
American half-breed. | not an Italian - !

adopted him - Wanted children put on

band list - lived on reserve until she married
, & member of the Comox hand - Had house on
Qualicum reserve - and i : lived together
Indian fashion - and wife asked Agent to record
children as members of band - One hundred per cent vote -
Contradictory decisions of Department:(l)
a member of Comox band was son of a Scotchman and Comox
Indian woman and not entered on list of Comox band by
Department (2) |, Texada Indian, entered Dby
Department on Qualicum list.(3) lived with .
mostly of Indian blood with some little Spahish -
. was given to understand his wishes were granted -
Why were they not entered as members twenty-five years
ago - . children born of tribal marriage - They o
should not be excluded on the ground of physical or moral
disability - As illigitimate children they go with the
s.19(1) mother,

Commissioner Ditchburn says :- an
Ita1ian - Teft the reserve so far as he could learn -
All children earning their own living except , &

cripple - That he is following the ruling of the Depart-
ment that descent must be traced from the father's side
and that the Department did not intend to ™make" any
more Indians - He was following decision of the Depart-
ment 2nd June, 1926 - If these children considered

members of Qualicum band, hundred of others in B.C. in
similar position - Many are members_who should never
have been admitted - Laxity in early~administration. ~

000051
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2.

Mr. Neill contends :- It matters not whether
children were born in wedlock or not, they were
her (. ) children - He has always understood it was
optional with a half-breed as to whether he could live
like an Indian and be treated as an Indian - Many half-
breeds shared Songhees reserve money - Character or
physical disability should not prevent recognition as
Indians <~ Father Beaton's standing and reputation
should carry weight - Absurd to talk about legitimate
or illegitimate children - Indian marriage arrangements
should be respected - Any ruling now given should not be
retroactive - adopted into the band by consent
of members - and children recorded as band
members for several years - Father Beaton should be asked
to attend meeting with these people and new Agent and
further report obtained - Lots of cases where half-
breeds recognized as Indians.

QObservations:~ a8 foreigner - immaterial
whether he had Italian or Spanish blood - could not be
adopted or admitted into band by its members without con-
sent of Superintendent General - no proof of their ever
having been recognized as members.- If these children '
legitimate they are clearly not members because their
father was not. - They are not being barred because of
physical disability or drunkenness. - They are not being
barred by any new retroactive ruling because they have
apparently never been recognized as members by any rul-
ing 0l1d or new.- The fact that children similarly situated
may have been admitted to membership of bands from time to
time in the past by inadvertence or carelessness of Depart- -
mental agents is not a valid reason for repeating such
irregularities.
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INDIAN AGENT

DEPARTMENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
CANADA

Duncan, B.C.,

January 26th.1931.

ear/ Sirs~

I here beg to inclose a letter from the
hief of the Penelakut Band, asking for the admission
of one . . I made enquiries myself when
last there, and found that this man had lived on the
reserve all his life, and was born on the reserve. His
father, who is a halfbreed, lived on the reserve before
him, and his mother, a full blooded Indian, and member
of the band. This man is now married to an Indian girl |
of the band, and has a family. For some reason or
another his name has never appeared on the roll, and I
cannot find anything against him.

I would like to recommend that his mame
be entered up as a member of the band, for the way he
is living now, is that he is Indian one day and white
man the next.

s.19(1)

Your obedient servant,

The Secretary, i . i
Department of Indian Affairs, H. Graham) {

OTTAWA. \ ;

000053 |
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House of Commons
Canada

Albdrni.B.C.Dec,.29th, 1930
Dear Mr.Williams,

I have your letter of 8th. ult dealing in
part with the question of ;embership in the Quadicum %each Indian
Band and agvising me that Father Beaton's letter of #ay 9th. last
does not disclose anything that has not already been considered
and that you adhere to a former decision that | | ; k’granGChildren
are hot to be considered Indians,or rather not to be considered members
of that band which after all is the same thing.

I submit that Father geatonés 1etterqgig”disclose some thing new,
inasmuch as it flatly gontradicted in several important respects,

the  information obtained from Indian Agent Lomaspnd in view of recent
revelations of the careless manner in which that Agent conducted

the business,? think that ¥ahher Beaton's standing and reputation
should carry considerable weight.

Rirdt we must agree that it is absurd to talk about legitimate or.

illiggitimate children pf the older Indians.Their marriage arrangements

zare entitled to as much respect as ours.

Secondly .Father Beaton asks if ~ 's daughter's children have not

more claim to her inheritance than a white man's golf course?

T
No objection to the white man getting it for that,pﬁ?%osebut”dbn't
' (: -~

-

take the proceeds from the Indian gwners by a new made ruiinthhat

~
-
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House of Commons
Half Breed Indians are whitec¥§%€ﬁi%:ruling'should not at least be
retroactive and was absolutely ndt in férce at the time these children
were born.My own experience as an Indian fgent telld me that .

#rd.Your information,-" [ took up with an *talian mmh many years
ago and left the reserve". ’

Father %eaton. - was not an Italian.

Not an important point perhaps except.to ijlustrate the sloppy

character of the information sdpplied you.

But the fact that Father geaton voughes for ,is important,namely

that Remedrmrdhodmonen neither nor ever left the reserve

permanegly but on the contrary,he was formslily adopted into the band

by the father of and then head of the band,who had a right

to so adopt him with consent of the other members which was given.
asked that'J be recorded on the annual list or census

of the band and his name and that of his childrenn was so recorded

for at least several years.Pather Baaton further asserts,and he should

know and has no axe to grind,that during the time she lived with ~

i lived continously on the Qualicum resetve and was livying
there when | was killed so that the statement that on the death
of n and her children was allowed t ;éturn to the reserve

-

on gufferance"is totally incorrect.
There are other didcrepancies between the information furnished Hr Birhe

Ditchburn by ﬁr.iomas and the facts as stated by Father Beaton,
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House of Commons

. . ! Canada . .
There is also a very ev1dentpfntent10n to "knock™ the idea of giving the

grandchijdren their rights.For instance it is stated that one of them is
a cripple and would be an expense and another one is stated to have been
"heavily fined" in ,onnection with liquor matters,thei;nference,indeeq‘t
it is so stated that this suggesté he is an undesirakle,

He was ,once,found drunk in a car of which he was not the driver and mmm
fined the minimum as being drunk in control of -~car.

*hig is the oniy occ;sion spexified of his bhaving been drunk.

Since when does being a cripple or having got drung, once,debar a man
from his rights as heir to his'grandmother ?

I submit that the hbove facts‘and %ather Beaton is willigg and ingeed
anéious to be giveAa chance to prove them,gg disclose things that have
not been ajready considered by your Dept and which should be consider
ed.I think that Father @eatonashould be asked to attend a meeting |

with the Indians named and the new Indian fgent and a further report
cbtained ,not forgetting always that we are dealing with facts and
conditions of 30 or more years agp and we must consider those facts in
light of the then rules and'not aﬁply to them thig rule of not recognisihj

i
half breeds as Indians if 1ving on reserves and following the Indian
~
mode of 1ife¥ecause this is rule is of comparatively recent origin,
: were
I wan give lots of instances where half breeds BINEL, e VETl NOW recognised

as Indians and in some cases getting relief,long after the Recalma

fmmiily were establised on the Qualicum Reserve.
»
Yours faithfully, A.W.Neill &"'3;1000058?‘
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QRICINAL O /23 .
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November 8th, 1930,

I have before me your letter of the 23rd.
ultimo with reference to the membership, and the possible
disposal of the Qualicum Indian Reserve.

In reply I beg to say that Bishop Beaton's
letter to you .dated the 9th May, 1930, on behalf of the
children does not disclose anything that has not
already been considered in connection with the status of
these children, and 1 am obliged to adhere to the position ‘
\
\

Dear Mr. Neill, o

which has all along been taken, namely, that these
| children cannot be recognized as members of this band,
| I may say, however, that I am anxious to assist
in any way that I can in extending her
bounty to the children which apparently is the
real purpose of the efforts that have been put forward to
s.19(1) have them declared to be members of the band.

X X X

Yours very truly,
A. S. Williams.

Acting Deputy Superintendent General.

A, W. Neill. Esq., M.P.,
Alberni, B.C.
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62-152.

b " Ottawa, December 17th, 1930.

Sir:-

Referring to your letter of the 8th instant,
‘File 261-H-3, I beg to inform you that any illegitimate
children become legitimate as soon as the father and
mother sre legally married. Under the clrcumsiances,
the children of B should be admitted and
paid in future as members of the Esquimalt Band.

Referring to the last paragraph in your letter,
I think you hed better not raise any question regarding
the illegitimate children who are already receiving
interest money as members of the Band.

Your obedient servant,

| Your o2
s.19(1) /- fﬁf e
| ot 8 e futenp

/4

‘ ! AF. MacKenzie,
¥ M Secretary.

Indian Agent,
Duncan, B.Ce.
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DEPKR.MENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

CANADA

OFFICE OF
INDIAN AGENT

Duncan, B. C.

December 8th, 1930.

261-H;3

Sir:-

Last week Mr. Commissioner Ditchburn handed
me a cheque for $340.00 which he requested me to pay
out to the members of Esquimalt Band. In making up
the Pay-List I found | a legitimate member
of the Band was living with a woman to whom he was not
legally married, and they had two children.
1 took the matter up with the Band and they passed
a resolution agreeing to admit this woman and the
two children, on condition that they get married,
¥hich they promised to do immediately.

I divided this money as if these three
were members, but witheld their money until they were
married, this being agreeable to them and to the members

$.19(1) of the Band. I discussed this with Mr. Commissioner
' Ditehburn and he was quite satisfied with my action
in the matter. I would like to recommend they

they be admitted as members of the Esquimalt Band.

I might here state that I find throughout
the Agency there are a great many Indians, who are not
legally married and have raised large families, which
naturally makes it very difficult for me when making
a distribution. A great m@ny of them I see have been
paid by the late Agent as if they were legally married
and members of the Band.

When the pay-ment has been completed, the
pay~-books will be forwarded.

Your obedient servant,

(H. Graham)
Indian Agent.

The Secretary,

Department of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa. v
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November 8th. 1930.

Dear lr., Neill, P ¢

I heve before me yoor letter of the 23ra,
altimo with reference to the membership, nnd the poeeible
éisporel, of the Coalicum Indien recerve,

In reply I bog to ssy that Biphop Boston's
lotter ¢o you dated the 9th. May, 1950, on behelf of ths
ohildren @oes not diedloms anything that hae not
elready been coneidered in connection with the statue
of these children, end I am obliged to mdhere to the
position whish has all slong been teken, namely, t hat
there ohildren cannot be recogniced ae members of this
band, I may soy, howevey that 1 em anxious to pesist
in sany woy that I ocan in extending hor
bounty to the chil éren which apparently ic the
reul porpoes of the efforte that hove been put foxwerd to
heve them éeolared to be membere of the band,

s.19(1)

, Uith respect to yoor enguiry te to how
the indiane anéd the Department are protected in the metter
of surrenders I have to may that the document of surrender
ie 8ll the protection that is required. '

Ac w‘. 2‘36111, é’.‘ﬂq.. 'lgtpbg
Alberni
8,8,
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cna-

Ap to the proportion of purchase price
payeble to the Indians, I have to say that where an
Indian has improvements on land that is = rrendered
by & band such improvements have to be pald for in
foll ount of the purchase price, and out of the dbalance
the Indiense may be paid as much as #ifty per cent,

Ag soon &8 the reserves of British Columbia are
conveyed, we oan take up with the two members of the
Qualiocum band the question of surrender,

Youre very truly,

A.S.Williams,

 hAoting Deputy Superintendent Genewal,
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IN YOUR REPLY REFER TO [

vo.. 1/ 19285. .

ALSO TO DATE OF THIS LETTER

Your fyle
62=152.

s.19(1)

Duncan

- 7
J‘S)J(/ E‘.

/ COMMI ONER’S OFFICE, \Q':‘{: /
7 P. O. BOX 666 T . ol -

I veg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of
the 23rd of May last and that of your Assistant of the
17th instant with reference to my report of October -
23rd regarding the question of admission to the Qual-
icum Band of the " children, although these

cannot be considered children any longer in
view of the fact that the youngest is over eighteen
years of age.

Accompanying your letter to me was a commun-
ication writtéen to A.W. Neill, M.P. by the Reverend
Ronald Beaton, a Roman Catholic priest of Comox, B.C.,
on which you asked me to submit a report and at the
same time returning Reverend Father Beaton's letter.

" In reply, I beg to say that I have never for-
gotten a ruling which you gave me a number of years
agd on such cases, which was to the effect that the
line of descent must be traced From the father®s side,
and that the Department did not intend to "make®™ any
more Indians, and keeping this in view I have alwa{
been of the oplnlon that the- offspting could
not be considered members of the Qualicum Band or
of arfy other band of Indians. This question is not
a new one to me as Reverend Father Beaton,himself,
called 6n mé several years ago in regard to the status
of = and her sons and’ daughters, and I ine-
formed him that if was not again married
she might be considered a member of the Qualicum Band
but that so far as the children were concerned they
could not be considered Indians. My decision in that
case was borne out by the decision of the Department
in a letter to Indian Agent Lomas of the 2nd of June,
1926 (your fyle 62-152), and in view of this fact I
am not prepared to revise the opinion I gave in my
letter of Octobér 23, 1929, and I do not think there
are any circumstances in connection with this case that
would warrant my opinion being overruled, for if these
péople are considered to be Indians—and members of the
Qualicum Band there are hundreds of others in British
Columbia who would make like claim, and our census book
would be loaded with half and guarter breeds. There
are many such on the books at present but tnat is due
to laxity in the early administration of Indian Affairs
in British Columbia when no strict census was kept.

C. Scotf, Bsq.,

Deputy Superintendent General of Indlan Affairs,
Ottawa, Ontario.

VICTORIA, B.c..QOctober. 22 19:’;0......’...
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census was kepte....

" As regards the reémarks made by I =

'in hig ¢ommunicationn to Mr. Neill I do not in-
tend to pay any attention with the exception of two
points, the first dealing w1th.his insinuation against
officials of the Départment, and in this connection I
wish to point out that if he had confined himself nore
to the clauses of the Indian Act than apparently he
has done he would not make such wild statements as
those contained in his communication. If he infers
that I am in favour of selling the Reserve to private
parties to be turned into a golf course his inference
is absolutely at variance with the facts, as I have -
never had any information that such was the case, ale

~though at one time Mr. Lomas 4id inform me that he

thought that the Reserve might be s0ld at a good price
and the proceeds of the sale could ‘be " beneficially
used in the maintenance of old and,if
necessary, her daughter, .

" The second point in connection with Father
Beaton 8 letter is where he mentions the fact that -

: 's father was a Texada Indian. There is no
band of Indians in British Columbia known as Texadas.
Texada is &4 large island situate in the Straits of
Georgie bYetween Malaspina Inlet and Steven Passage, -
lying o6ut from Qualicum, and the information the Dep-
artment has always had is that " was a Qualicum
Indian, and I have not the sllghtesf doubt but that
this was the case, although it is many years since
this man died.

I regret having held this matter over soilong§

I am herewith returning to you the letter which
accompanied your communication of the 23rd of May.

Yours respectfully,

ENC. v.E. Ditchburn,

WED/TH. Indian Commissioner for B.C.
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Copy :
Comox, B.C.,

May 9th, 1930.

A. W, Neill, Esq., M.P.,
House of Commons, :
Ottawa.

Dear Mr, Neill,-

I am in receipt of your letter of the 25th ult.,
relative to a subject which I took up with you last year--
the Qualicum Indian Reserve. In the first place, I have
to thank you very much for your continued interest in the
matter. I know it takes a lot of perseverance to get
some of the Departments to do simple justice where, on
account of special circumstances, the general law or regu-
lation works a hardship or an injury. For a while they

| consider their regulations like the laws of the Medes and

‘ Fersians-~unchangeable, Then all of a sudden they
reverse them and for a while again, consider the new
rulings a sacrosanct thing not to be touched.

‘ In the first place, I am going to make some

comment on the letter sent Oct. 25th, 1929, by Mr. Ditchburn,
Commissioner of Victoria, B.C., to the Department of Indian ,
Affairs, relative to the Qualicum Reserve. You were good ‘
enough to secure a copy of the letter, 62-152...1/15779.

Mr, Ditchburn says in paragraph two that he has given the l
matter considerable attention. He states that Mr., Lomas,
Indian Agent at Duncan, B.C., wrote on May 25th, 1926, to

s.19(1) the Dept. of Indian Affairs for a decision on- the status
of three families claiming membership in the Qualicum
Band, namely, i P and the
family. The Department ruling was that only .
and . were to be considered as members, rejecting
the others. The i children and are
grandchildren of . i, born of trial marriages
common among the Indians years ago but not of marriages
according to the law of the land.  lived near

| : the Qualicums. Her mother was a Nanoose Indian, her
father a Texada Indian and how the Dept. of Indian Affairs

| ever came to put her down as belonging to the Cualicum
_ Band, I cannot understand. The Indians are roaming all
v\J/’ the time but they remain members of their own band, it

makes no difference where they are.
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On the above decision of the Dept. of Indian

Affairs, allow me to make a few general remarks. Since
some years now, there has been a lot of protest coming
from the Indians in general and from the B. C. Indians in
particular, against the way their ancient rights and
privileges are without a hearing, battered about and
extinguished by officials of the Department of Indian
Affairs. In this particular case, the sole survivor of
the Qualicum Indians, I ., has been denied the
right to pass to her descendants, the property which she
and her forefathers held and owned before a white man ever
came to this country, without consulting her or her des-
cendants, without their knowledge or consent and without a
chance to defend their rights and by men who seem not to
have considered all the circumstances of the case. In

- the case of the Qualicum Indian Reserve there is this
special circumstance that should be taken into account---
acecording to the above ruling, is the last of
the Qualicum Indians. Now if her descendants are not
allowed to inherit her property, it will either go to some
white men-- a group of them want to get it for a Golf
Course~--or be sold and the proceeds given to some other
Indians, Any fair-minded man can at once see that the
descendants of the original owners have more right to that
Reserve than outsiders who have no claim whatsocever on
them. It must be remembered that the Dominion Government
does not own the Indian Reserves. It only holds them in
trust for the Indians who live on them. - Supposing I held
& large sum of money in trust for a man and he dies, . the
last of his race, leaving everything to an illegitimate
grandehild. Have I the right to give that money to other

s.19(1) people or turn it to pious purposes and thus deprive the
, child of its inheritance. The case need only be stated
~and any fair-minded man can see what should be done. The

law of the land will support the right of the child. In
the same way the law of the land, I am told on the author-

ity of good lawyers, will support the claim of the

family.

Now I take up again Mr. Ditchburn's letter as

In paragraph three he says, "With regard to the
family, I beg to say that , daughter of
» many years ago took up with an Italian
named and left the reserve so far as I can learn."
was not an Italian. He came to the Qualicum Re-
serve when a young men, when , husband of
and father of was alive. 2 asked

him to stay on the Reserve and adopted him as far as an

above,
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Indian could adopt, for was very helpful in look-

ing after them., In time, and lived together
Indian fashion. They lived on the Qualicum Reserve con-
tinuously and the statement by Mr. Ditchburn that they

left the reserve is not correct. Mr. Ditchdburn leaves a
loophole by saying, "As far as I can learn” but that only makes
the matter worse.

Mr. Ditchburn says that . took up with
o The state of trial before marriage which the In-

~dians had and have, some of them to this day, is entirely

different from a casual meeting. It was a state recognized
by practically all bands of Indians on this coast, entailing
obligations with respect to food, clothing and support on the
part of the father and also on the part of the mother. The
Indian mother and her band recognized their obligation to the
children, In this case, o0ld wanted the children
to be put down as Qualicum Indians. That was their law and
in the absence of any other claimant for the Reserve, the
seem to me to have the only claim there is.

Mr. Ditchburn continuwes, "There were five children
born, , who is now twenty-six years of age and living
in Courtenay, John. ~-=-- el never lived in Courtenay,
B.C. On several occasions he made short visits to his mother
on the Comox Beserve dbut since he left school he has been liv-
ing mostly at Deep Bay and working there.

At the end of the paragraph, Mr. Ditchburn says,
"gome time after the birth of [ who is now eighteen years
of age, & : was killed in a Logging Camp and . and
her children were allowed to return to the Reserve on. suffer-
ance by the Indian Agent Robertson.” In the last part of
this statement, Mr. Ditchburn is very much mistaken. 5
lived on the Qualicum Reserve from the time she was
born until she married George Mitchell of the Comox Reserve
in 1915, During the time she lived with ¥ 7 they lived
continuously on the Qualicum Reserve. At first the

had & house down near the shore on the reserve, then

built & house near the publiec highway also on the reserve and

the family lived there and was living there when Recalma was

killed gnd lived there until . Harried I and

moved to the Comox Reserve. Any Indian or white man,conversant

with the place and circumstances will ¢ell you that.It seems to
me,Mr.Ditchburn d4id not give this matter very ‘considerable at-
%211 the same his letter seems to serve a good purpose

tention.
for it showe the kind of information, or rather misinfor-

mation, at times placed before the Department
, 000069
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Department of Indian Affairs. Letters of that kind
may possibly account for strange decisions that are
sometimes made.

I find the last paragraph of Mr. Ditchburn's
letter is as follows, "In conclusion I beg to say I ful-
ly approve of the ruling of the Department of the 2nd of
June, 1926, that these children should not be ad-
mitted to the Qualicum Bang. They are now all earning
their own livelihood with the exception of Willie who 1is,
as pointed out by Agent Lomas, a cripple and if taken
into the Band, would be & burden of expense. Furthermore
I beg to say that so far as the son ' is concerned,
he is not a desirable subject as it is only a month ago
he was arrested and heavily fined in connection with
liquor matters, but not as an Indian", Mr. Ditchburn
say that he fully approves of the ruling of the Depart-
ment. I wish I were sure that he considered all the
facts of the case in an unbiased manner. It is known
that some people want to get the Qualicum Reserve to
turn a part of it at least, into a Golf .Course. Beside
it is currently reported, though with how much truth
I cannot say, that some of the officials of the Dept. o
Indian Affairs in B. C. are quietly in favour of that
move. Golf is a fine game but there is a finer game of
pregserving to the poor Indians and their descendants,
the little that has been left to them of the immense

$.19(1) patrimony that once was theirs until the white men came
' and took it from them with very little if any, compensa-

tion.

By using the expression 'heavily fined’
Mr. Ditchburn seems to me, to convey the implication

that the offense was serious. The facts as I found thenm,
were as follows: A car load of Indians, including
2 i, went from Deep Bay to Nanaimo. Some of the

Indians had liquor permits and got some liquor.
got some too. They all drank. e
slept in the car. The Indians were celebrating and
making a noise. Someone reported this to the ProYincial
Police, and a new policeman, & greenhorn, was sent to
investigate. In place of arresting those who were making

- -

000070




N

s.19(1)

Document disclosed under the Access to information Act -

Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur I'accés & I'information

a noise, he arrested who was sleeping

in the car. He has rheumatism in his ankles and can-
not rum and sc he was taken in. He was made the scape-
goat and fined $25.00 and the ones that made the noise
got off scott free. The police made out that

o : was running the car, which he was not, and that
he was drunk because he could not walk straight. He
cannot walk straight at any time on account of his ankles
and feet. He had liquor no doubt, and too much of it
but many a man has been known to take liquor which fact
did not extinguish any right or claim to property

which he may have had. The insinuation in Mr.Ditchbura's
letter is that is not much of & man-- an
undesirable. From personal knowledge, I can say of him
that he is a diligent man. Wwhen his step-father,

, Was unwell some years ago,. stepp-
ed in and supported his mother and half-brother and sisters
and so relieved the Department of Indian Affairs of the
necessity of spending many a dollar to supply food and
clothing to Indians under its care. In the past, the
Comox Indians got very little from the Department and kind
people like e 2 had to step in and help them.

I know of one man myself, who was out about $95.00 which

he had to give to needy cases some years ago, cases that
could not wait a long and wordy correspondence with of~
ficials including Mr. Ditchbdburn. Some of the merchants

in Courtenay did the same and had t0 resort %o some drastic
means to get their own. . # ' would not raise

any disturbance in the Qualicum band because there is no
one to raise a disturbance with. He gets on well with

his brother and sisters, he helps his mother and his grand-
mother and is deserving of every encouragement.

7o get a good grasp of the situation, let us
consider the history of the Qualicum Reserve. ~
was the only and sole representative of the Qualicum Band.
The rest were destroyed os carried away by raiding bands

from the KNorth, belonged to Texada and lived

near old i = When ; , was getting

up in years, came and on the invitation of old ’
,/he remained on the reserve, As far as  could
Y\ adopt the man, he adopted him. - was very useful

| in helping him. In time and , daughter of
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lived together, Indian fashion, without being married
by the whiteman's law. and i lived on
the Qualicum reserve, never moved away.

and his wife, many times asked the
Indian Agent to enter the on the list of the
Qualicum Indians . This was & hundred per cent vote
of the Band. On taking the census, the names and
ages of the were taken, always con-
sidered that the were written down in the
Qualicum Band. Why was not action taken on hundred
per cent vote of the band. Others are taken into
bands on a much lesser vote and I do not see why the
Qualicums should be refused. In this affair,some of
the contradictory decisions of the Dept. of Indian
Affairs show up. V(1) @ = of the Qualicum
Band, mother of the | 7 s 18 now married. to !

of the Comox Band. Now , is
the son of a Scotchman from Scotland and a Comox In-
dian woman., He was brought up and educated as a white
man but has been entered as an Indian of the Comox
band by the Dept. of Indian Affairs. (2) ,
a Texada Indian is entered by the same Department, as
of the Qualicum band. (3) of the Qualicum
band lived for years Indian fashion, on the Qualicum Re-

serve with mostly of Indian blood with some little

Spanish.. Her father, , wanted to adopt the
family into the Qualicum band, a hundred per-cent
vote. He was given to understand his wishes were grant-
ed but now, this late ruling of the Department says 'no‘.
Officials may say that they are acting on a late ruling
but why were not the entered on the Qualicum
band twenty-five or more years ago. Adoption was not
so uncommon a thing then and is not unknown even to-day.

To me, all this seems to be the exercise of
absolute dominion by the Department over property that
it only holds in trust. Are the wishes of the real
owners ever to be consulted or granted? Are the owners
ever to have a say as to the disposal of their property?
Are they to stand by quietly and see their ~homes handed

to strangers 7 Surely the request of
the last of the Qualicum braves, should have been granted

when he wanted to leave his own property to his own des-
cendents.
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. In accordance with the decision of the Department,
af ter and | » there is no straight
Indian cdaimant for the Qualicum Reserve, but the
children being descendants of the Qualicum Indians have
certainly a better claim to the Qualicum Reserve than any
white man or any Indian from another reserve who has
nothing whatsoever to do withthe Qualicums. One lawyer
whom I consulted, says it is not a question of band but
& question of inheritance and that the Dominion Govern~-
ment has no power to take property held in trust and give
it to total strangers while blood descendants of the orig-
s inal owners are there to claim it.

s.19(1) : ,

Will you please, Mr. Neill, place this matter
before thée proper authorities and see what can be done to
protect the interests of  the family in their claim
for the Qualicum Reserve.

Many thanks for copies of the Debates which
you sent. Glad to read your strong and correct views
on unemployment and other important qnegtions.

Yours sincerely,

(sgd.) (Rev.) Ronald Beaton.
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r DEPARTMENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS e,
‘ CANADA
IN YOUR REPLY REFER TO COMMISSIONER’S OFFICE,

P. O. BOX 666

"""""""""""""""""" : VICTORIA, B.c..Q¢ctober 13,.1930......

" ALSO TO DATE OF THIS LETTER

Your file No.62-152,.

Dear Sir:

Replying to your letter of the 24th December
last in connection with the transfer of a portion of the
funds of the Songhees Band of Indians, Cowichan Agency,
to the Esquimalt Band, I now beg to inform you that the
number of Indians in the Songhees Band is at present 63,
dHo that is, those who are interested in the Songhees

u de la Loi sur I'accés a l'information

- B Document di;clos$ undey the Access to Information Act -

;pﬁ”“ﬁ%#b‘ﬁ#‘ Reserve No.l, now at Esquimalt. There are however, 16
' others who live on Discovery Island but who are not usually
. thiwv clagsified as Songhees Indians as they never lived on the
QQU“ " old or new Songhees Reserves and did not participate in
?3 i’? the compensation paid by the Provincial Government when
Ey25p : ' the 0ld Reserve was transferred to the Government of
< \\\ﬁ British Columbia.
Coﬁlﬁqy&? The number of Indians in the Esquimalt Bamd

has now grown to 17 owing to increases in the

family, two of the sons having married and are raising
families. In connection with the trust funds of the
Fsquimalt Band I had Chief Edward Joe in to see me a few
days ago and he asked if it would not be possible to have
a distribution of his Band's interest funds at an early
date as he is particularly in need of some money to have
his teeth extracted and a new set purchased. Ordinarily
this Indian is energetic but of late he has suffered a
great deal from rheumatism and Dr. Thomas has stated

that the trouble arigses from his teeth which are affected

I with pyorrhea. He advised Chief Edward Joe not to go
= fishing this year on this account and he is necessarily
) ;’&~ hard up. I would therefore recommend that a cheque Tfor
&\\\”' the full amount of the Band's interest funds to date be
gent to me and I will make a distribution. Pay- s

lshould of course be sent out to me at the same time.

Your obgedient servant,

N
Q§T}' s.19(1)

’
v

W. E. Ditchburn.
Indian Commissioner for B.Ce.

WED/AC

\\

-~

-~

The Secretary,
- Department of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa, Ont.

R o S Y Y Y e Y R
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&

Ottawa, 17th Oetober, 1930.

Dear Mr. Dischburn,

I beg to refer you to Departmental letter
of the 23rd May last enclosing a copy of a letter from
A.¥.Reill, Esq., M.P., regarding the admission of the
Z 8 children to the Qualicum band. I should be glad
to have your report in this matter.

| s.19(1) Yours truly,
\

Assistant Deputy Superintendent General.

W.E.Ditchburn, Esq.,
Indian Commissicner,
Viectoria, B.C.
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Form 179.

ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO BE

ADDRESSED i— !
THE COMMISSIONER,
R.C.M. POLICE, . L’M

OTTAWA.

“' %ﬂ/ 6///”/ v Mppntind. //// %6
622;%202¢Z;9ZZ éi27@%¢ﬁ£ﬁu%@/&

Qﬂ//ﬂ ...... B0D62-8-T-83 %///ﬂ/ August Lst.1930

Your File No. ,}'@ : ~GF TNDU W 22,

/l . x]/\

: S £y

Sir: GJ Q )
e v -

Re:

I beg to enclose, herewith, for your
information copy of report received from the Officer
Commanding at Vancouver,B.Ce
s.19(1) dated 25_7“_50
and such enclosures or attachments, if any, as are

mentioned therein.

I have the honour to be,
Sir, :
Your obedient servant,

) o .9/
T —_

Cortlandt Starnes,

Commissioner.

The Deputy Superintendent General,
Department of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa.
HL 000076
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g DIVISION R.C M. POLICE.
R f:.I.Ii-

lioQa T ‘ ' o
/ ,30_ D 62«8~J-B3, | Vapsouver, B.C. July 25th, 1920,

.D.Ih.llﬁ-ibdaﬂ.

- The Comis eienér. ' ,
~ Royal Canedisn Mounted Folicae,

Ottawa, Capnada,
s.19(1)

3 Sir:
R Res

Haselton Rourvq. B.Ga

Replying to the memorandum ¢f the Director,
C.lsB,, dated the 1lth instant, regerding the above
noted segey . '
’ i‘ have the honour to report the ¢ a request
% nade to th® indismn Commissioner for B.C., for his
winica,as the|matter woe evidently owerlooked, end I
| pow in'zeoeipt of & lotter from Mr,. Ditohburn (Copy
#./nioh ig atteched) giving his opinion ss to the
Pasus of the woman in question. ’

| I heve ﬁh;il;‘anonr to be,
N i’ow obaaieni servant,
(56D)

(H,M. Bewson) Supt.
Comsending B.C. Distriot,
, _

, .
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Superintendent,
Command ing
Royal Canadian Nounted Xolice,
78316) n‘l'er‘, B,C. B

- making this vemark inasmuch as the Section i4, ab

- tendent-Generel]l obtained. It dces not appeax

R | VICTORIA, B.C. July 21, 1920,

Deny Sir: .

I wigh to rvefer to the :?aport of your Corporal
¥.T. Berger of Haselton Detachment, dated Moy 24th lant,
in regerd to the status of one » In rep

I beg to say that if this women was, as stated, merrie
- %o 8 whiys man she would cesse to have the status of an

Indian woman undexr the provisions of Section 14, Chapter 1
98, whish states as follows:- o

"Any Indian women who maryries any person
other thapn &n Indimn, or & non-treaty Indian,
shall ocease to be an Indien in every respact !
within the mesning of this Aot, exoept that
she shall be entitled to share equally with
the members of the Band to which she formerly

- belonged, in the annual or semi-annual distri.
bution of - their annoify interest monies and

" yesnts; but such income mey be commiated 40 her
at any time at ten yeowsl purchase, with the
approval of the Superintenient General,"

- In vegard to the reported remarks of His .
Honour Judge Robertson in comversatien with Corpors |
Berger in waich His Honour expressed ss his opinio/
that this wonen was legally an Indian wolsn As she
was living on the Reserve and her husband waam dend
to say it is rather Aifficnls to nderstend under
statatory provision His Honour would be jemtified

quoted, defines the status of such o woman, Mese
ander Section 13 of Chapter 98 (Imdian Act) a bor
fide Indisn who may have been awmy Lrem s Reserye
foreign oountry without the consent of the Band
approval of the Superintendent-Gensral whibdieds
be a member of the Band and cannot de reinstase’
the consext-of the Band and the approval ef the

therefore, te be probadble that His Henour wenl

ts sustain the woman'g right t9 be olassed ag
if she has not been accepted ss such by the
ahe formerly belonged and the approval of
tendent-Gensral obtained. Notwithetandin
welcome any furthéy observations which e
Berger or His Honour Judge Robertacn mig]
in the above connsction. :

Yoursichedient

(agd) Wik Ditohby
Indien Commigeione;

3,0, Distrie %t
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3 May 23ra. 1930,

Dear Mr. Ditchburn,

vith rererence to your report
of October 23rd, last regarding the admission of
the ehildren to the Qualicum band, I am
enclosing herewith a copy of letter on the subject
which HMr, A, W, Nelll, M.P., loft with me. 1M1l
you kindly let me have a report returning the copy of
letter with your report.

s.19(1)

Yours very truly,

{/
5, . .
f{/ ‘f’k/’z‘ﬂ/; e

e

7o B+ Ditchburn, Fsq.,
Indian Commissioner,
Vietoria, B.C.
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ﬁ&y olsts 1930,

Dear Mr. Neill,

I huve to acknowiedge the receipt
of your letter of the lbth. instant eneclosing letier from
Reve Ronald Beaton with rofercnce to the children of
, in respect of which you called on me
reoentlys In reply I h-ve to say that most careful
s19(1) consideration will be given to the representations
~ set forth in this letter.
I em returning your enclosure

herewith,

Yours very truly,

. |
Wé CAS ts—c26c 2een ;
Acting Deputly Superi tendent Gencral,

A‘Q v" ﬁeillt ESQQg LilP"

House of Commons,
Ottawa.
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House of Commons
Canada

O0ttewa, May 15, 1930,

"Dr. Duncean C. Scott,

Deputy Superintendent General,

Department of Indian Affairs,

Ottawa, Canade. e

Dear Dr. Scotts~

1 enclose originel letter from the Rev. ’

Ronald Beaton. I will have to get this back from you,
s 1 have not had it copied. After you have had time
to digest it, I will come over and discuss it with you.
I thought we had finished with this
subject, and I wrote him along that line.
Yours faithfully,

A, W. Nelill.

CUQ’M U i/i ~ {A’!i’ Hﬁ)

i

AN 1AM .
ENCL.
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Jamary 3lst. 1930,
Dear Mr. Neill,

I have read your letter of Jamary
22nd. with care but ecannot think that it contains
anything which would enable me to alter the decision
in the question of the family.

In answer to the question in the
last sentence of your letter, I may say that any
half-breeds are included in Indian bands throughout
thig country in cases where Indians have married
white womeén. The desecent, as you know, acceording
to the statute, is through the male line, In the
early days in British Columbia there was a good deal
of carelessness in dealing with requests for membership
in Indian bands, but of late years we have endeavoured :
to avoid inereasing the Indian population by allowing
pergans who are not legally Indians to be olassed as
such

s.19(1)

I shall be very glad to discuss
this matter with you during the Session.

Yours very truly,

/

~
.

As W, Neill’ EBQ .y hIoPt..-
Alberni, B.C,
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House of Commons

Sanada
. Alberni, B. C.,
Jan. 22nd, 1930,

pr. Duncan C, Scott,
Deputy Supeéerintendent-General of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa.
Dear Dr. EScott:
"Referring to your letter of November 15th, enclosing

report from Commissioner Ditchburn in respect to the |

family. |

I cannot agree with his conclusions,--I would submit
the following: | -

It is undenied that was an Indian of the
Qualicum Band. r. Ditchburn himegelf says she has now no
claim in the Qualicum Band because she has married an Indian
of the Comox Bang, but it is quite evident that she was an
Indian of the Qualicum Band,--it is also apparent that she
had five children. It does not particularly matter whether
they were bkorn in wedlock or not, they were her children
and she was and is still an Indian living on an Indian
Reserve. Mr. Ditchburn states that at the death of Recalma,
who was the.father of her childreqfshe and her children were

allowed to return to the reserve on sufference. Where does

the sufference come in? Who could keep an Indian woman off

the reserve to which she belonged nor could they deny her 000083
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House of Commons

Canada
Dr. Duncan C.Scott, -2

the right to have her children with her even although half-
.breeds.

I have always understood it was mor or less optional
vith a halfbreeq'if he choose, he could live on a reserve
and follow the Indian mode of life and be treated as an
Indian, for instance, he could not get liguor and he could
not vote. ©Cn the other hand if he lived off the resérve

~and followed the white man's mode of living; he had the
privelege'such as it might bg\of voting and getting drunk.
I think I have known cases where even although he lived
off the reserve and followed a white man's mode of living
he classed up as an Indian when it came to division of the
e.19(1) Band's property. For instance, how many halfbreeds got a
share of the Songhees reserve money?

I note that ¥r. Ditchburn gives as one reason why they
should not be admitted, that Willie would be a burden of
expense, being a cripple and that is not a desirable
'subject._ Probably so, but we cannot fefuse to acknowledge
our relations because they are poor or sick or because they
are not of unblemished character. In-clusion, or otherwise,

in an Indian Band certainly cannot ke bkased or influenced

by such considerations. 000084
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House of Commons
Canada

Dr. Duncan C. Scott -3=

There must be ample precedents for such cases where
it came to the division of the proceeds of the sale of
Indian lands. Am I not correct in saying that halfbreeds

are included as belonging to the Band?

Yours faithfully,

A.W. Neill.

Caj/vv/kxwifl

AVN/S
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)

Ottawa, December 24th, 1929,

Sirce

Referring to your letter of the 16th instant,
Pile 126-16227, regarding the transfer of | and
family from Songhees to Esquimall Bend, I beg to inform
you that in fairness to all parties, it is thought that
the transfer should date from the present time instesad
of from 1911.

| $.19(1)
The proper proporition of the Capital funds
of the Songhees Band will be transferred to the Esquimalt
Band when you definitely advise the Department of the
number of perscons in the Songhees Band at the present time.

_ An interest distribution to the Esquimslt Band
is being contemplated. Xindly advise me of the number of
persons, including the Tom family, in the Esquimalt Band.

I regret that complications bave arisen re-
garding the above transfer, but I think you will recedily
understand the circumstances causing the sames

Your obedient servant,

A.F. MacKenzie,
Acting Asst. Deputy and Secretary.

W.E. Ditchbﬁl’n, Esq_.,
Indian Commissioner,
Victoria, B.C.
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DEPARTMENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
CANADA

s.19(1)

The Secretary, .
Department of Indian Affairs, ;o

Dear Sir:-

I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the
11th instant informing me that the transfer of $683.64 will
be made from the Capital Funds of the Songhees Band to the
Esquimalt Band, Cowichan Agency, on account of
his wife and four children being regularly transferred to the
Esquimalt Band in the year 191l.

In the copy of Mr, Davey's letter, which I forwarded
to you on the 3rd instant, this solicitor also asked on behalf
of the Chief that the Interest Funds of the Esquimalt Band be
distributed among the members. I do not know whether you took
any action on this particular point or net, but if not I would
recommend that as the Interest Funds of the Esquimalt Band
amounted to $1,9%8.05 on the 28th March, 1928, a considerable
portion of this should be disbursed among the members of the .
Band at as early a date as possible. There was, of course, |
recently a commutation to of her share which
naturally will be deducted from the above mentioned amount. ‘
A cheque for the amount of distribution should be forwarded
to Mr. Indian Agent Lomas, at Duncan, B. C.

Your opedient servant,

W. E. Ditchburn,
Indian Comm;ss;ener for B. C.

Ottawa e hl .-
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62-152.

Ottawa, December 1llth, 1929.

#- : Sir:-

- In reply %o your letter of the 3rd imstant,

{ ' File 126-16124, I beg to inform you that I cannot see

| any reeson why the Capital Funds of the Songhees Band

| amounting to §683.64 should not be transferred to the

| s.19(1) Capital Funds of the Esquimelt Bend since the transfer
of | , his wife, and 4 children was regularly
made. The transfer will be made at once.

Your obedient servant,
/, . “ ’// -7

e

’ 7
/ e o e
i
)

P -
TS vy

AJF. MacKenzie,
Acting Asst. Deputy and Secretary.

+E. Ditchburn, Esq.,
Indian Commissioner,
P.0. Box 666,
Victoria, B.Ce.
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DEPARTMENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

CANADA
IN YOUR REPLY REFER TO - / COMMISSIONER'S OFFICE,,
i P. O. BOX 666 . )
Nowrn 126,/16124 4 -
e d26/16124, w VICTORIA, B.C.,... December:.3,..1929....
N\, V2

Dear Sir:=

I am attaching hereto for your information and
consideration a letter received from H.W.Davey, Barrister
and Solicitor, acting for the Esquimalt Band of Indians,
with reference to the desirability of the transfer of a
portion of the Capital Funds belonging to the Songhees
Indians, in 1911, on account of the 2 family
transferring from the Songhees Band to the Esquimalt Band.

You have g file on this matter already, although
I do not know the number_of thg same.

On September 7, 1911, , wWho was then
a member of the Songhees Band, applied to Mr.Indian Agent
Robertson to be transferred to the Esquimalt Band conditional
upon his per capita share of the trust funds of the Songhees
Band being transferred to the Esquimalt Band.

On September 8, 1911, Chief Joe Seenopin, Chief of
the Esquimalt Band, and his son & " gave their consent
that the family should be admitted to the Esquimalt Band
and participate in the funds according to the regulations of
the Department.

These documents were forwarded to you by Mr.Indian
Agent Robertson on the 16th of September, 1911, and you re-
plied to this communication on the 27th of September stating
that the funds might be transferred to the Esquimalt Band
provided the Songhees Band gave formal consent in this matter.,
You then informed Agent Robertson that upon receipt of a
resolution passed by the members of the Songhees Band agreeing
to the transfer of the ' ghare in the capital funds of
the latter Band, the matter would receive further consideration
by the Department. Apparently this matter went no further,
but the family moved on to the Esquimalt Reserve, established
a home there and have been living on that Reserve ever since,
s19(1) and should rightly be considered members of the Esquimalt Band. ]
. After writing on the 21st May, 1925, to the Deputy Minister in
connection with matters relating toc the Esquimalt Reserve,
ke wired me to the effect that if the family were properly
admitted by the Esquimglt Band, the consent of the Songhees
Band to the transfer was not necessary. This, however, does
not cover the point raised by Mr.Davey as sub-section 2. of
Section 17 provides that the Superintendent General may cause
to be deducted from the cdapital funds of the band of which an
Indian was formerly a member his per capita share of such
capital and place the same to the credit of the capital of the -
band into which membership he has been admitted. I, therefore,

The Secr‘et&ry, ‘;f‘,‘{ BMecos oo J
Department of Indian Affeairs, , F
Ottawa, Onte.
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am'of'the'opinion.that this would be the proper thing to
do even at this late date.

In 1911 the total membership of the Songhees
Band was 95 and the Capital Trust Funds of this Band
were $10,824,46. Thus the per capita share would be

- $113.94. - The| = family comprised six members, being

, wife and four children, and the amount of
Capital funds of the Songhees Band that should be transg-
ferred to the Esquimalt Band will be $683.64.

I think the Department should go on record
as considering that the i family was regularly admitted
into the Esquimalt Band in 1911, and, following this, decide
to the transfer of the above mentioned sum from Songhees
Capital Account No.51 to Esquimalt Capital Account No.
3226 .

Your obedient servant,

y v

s.19(1) ¢

W.E.Ditchburn.
WED/HM . Indian Commissioner for B.C.

Enclosuref- N¢4 ,,/’Zfl//

4

(000090
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| g HERBERT W. DAVEY.
Barrister-at-Law.

Suite 303 Times Building
Vietoria’ Btc *

December 2, 1929.

We.EJDitchburn, Esqe,

Indien Commissioner for B.C.,
1220 Govérnment St.,
Vietoria, B.C.

Dezr Sir:-

€hief Edward Joe of the
Esquimalt Band has consulted me with reference
to the transfer of the family membership in
the Songhees Tribe to the Esquimalt Tribe which
took place some years ago.

At that time no provision
was made for the transfer of the per capita
share of the in the funds of the Songhees
Tribe to the Esquimalt Tribe. The Chief has
instructed me to write to you requesting that
you use your efforts to have this transfer
effected under Section 17 of the ®Indian Act®™.

The Chief has also asked

that the interest funds of the Esquimalt Band -

‘ which at the present time amounts to a substan-
tial sum, ke distributed among the members.

I shall be pleased if you
will kindly use your good offices to see what
can be accomplished in the above dirgction.
Yours very truly,

HWD +HG ' (sgd.) H.W.Davey.

000091
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$62-1562

15th November, 1929,

Pear Lr. Felll,

In further reference to your letier of the
4th ultimo, I beg to enclose a copy of a re ort which
hee Just been received from Commissioner Di ¢chburn
with respeet to the familyes In view_of the _
situction as set forth in this report it does not appear
that this family can be recognized as members of the .

Gualicum Indisn Band.

Yours very truly,
i

v
. I LY
. L) ’I
. H I
.
Tt Ay

A

A‘Wiﬂﬁill ESQ;» HePo ' s
nlierni,' ’ﬂ,.’cﬂ"””

+Co
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Your fyle 62-152. L

/% W |
\ P
Dear Sir:- E\gg’

I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letters of the
16th May and the 14th instant relative to
of the Qualicum Indian Reserve, Cowichan Agency, and the
off-springs of her daughter and one , wWhom you
%@pear t0 think should be congidered members of the Qualicum
and.

In reply I beg to say that I have given this matter
congiderable attention and have obtained from the Indian
Office at Duncan a letter written by Mr, Indian Agent Lomas
on 25th May, 1926, and one from the Department answering the
same, dated June 2nd, 1926, In Agent Lomas' letter of 25th
May he asked the Department for & decision on the status of
three families who were claiming membership to the Qualicum
Band., There were ( T, = honl and four
children, The Department's ruling was that the only persons
entitled to be considered as members were

s.19(1) ( i ) and fit and that the Department did not
propose admitting to the Qualicum Band the other persons
referred to who are illegitimate. This ruling will be found

on your fyle 62-~152.
With regard to the

family, I beg to say
that @ , daughter of . , many years ago took
up with an Italian named and left the reserve so far
as I can learn., There were five children born: , who
is now 26 years of age and living at Courtenay; i, who
died in 1918; , aged 22, but earns her own livelihood;
, aged 20, who is also working and , aged 18 who
is a eripple from rheumatism, Some time after the birth of

, who is now 18 years of age, was killed in a
logging camp and and her children were allowed to return
to the reserve on sufferance by Indian Agent Robertson.

|

Practically all these @ ] children were educated
at the Alberni Indian School, but this act of grace on the

- part of the Department 4id not establish them as Indians, as
it has been the policy of the Department to afford education
facilities to illegitimate half-breeds in such cases when it

is impossible for them to be educated at the publie schoolse.
The mother ( } in 1915 married i’
, of the Comox Band, and, therefore, she has no
claim to an interest in the Qualicum reserve.

In conclusion I beg to say I fully approve of the

Duncan C. Scott, Esqe ruling
Deputy'Superiﬁtendeﬁt General
of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa.

000093
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ruling of the Department of the 2nd June, 1926, that these

children should not be admitted to the Qualicum Band.
They are now all earning their own livelihood with the ex-
ception of , Who, as pointed out by Agent Lomas is &
cripple and if taken into the Band would be a burden of
expense, Furthermore, I beg to say that so far as the som,
Alfred, is concerned, he is not a desirable subject as it is
only a month ago he was arrested and héavily fined in connec-
tion with liquor matters, but not as an Indian,

s.19(1)

Your obedient servant,

WED/KD;

o HEe chburn.
Indian Commissioner for B. Co

A
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(3$9Jw October 14, 1929,

Dear Hr. Feill,-

I beg ta'aeknawledge the receipt of
youi letter of the 4th 1natan£. and to say in reply that
we have not.heard anything riom the Indian Commissioner at
Victoria regarding the matier deélt with in my letter of
June 12, last, but we are writing him againforléizgport.

Yours very truly,

/ A" \?O HEillj E,Bqt' H-aPa,-
Alberni, B, C.

. 000095
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62152 Octoder 14, 1929.

Dear Hr. Ditchburn,-

I beg to call your atiention te my letter
of May 17, 1ast, regarding an old woman by the name of
s+ represented to be the only surviving
menmber o{afﬁfJQualicum band, and the question as to
whether her children are to be considered members of this
band., I should appreciate your letting me have a report

in this matter as soon as possibdle,

Yours very trydyy  y/“%Q

Indian Commissioner,
Victoria, B.C,
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House of Commons
Canada

Alberni, B. C.
Cect. 4, 1929,

/
Dr., Duncesi £, ZScott,
verutly Slyerintendent General,

Indian Affairs,
Ottawa.

Dear Dr. Scott:
Heve you any furtler inforwation recardin-

the ratler referred to in vour letter to re dated .Tune 12th

lost®
Yours faithfully
A . T Ne i 11 .
N \
~ ™~
U
AV /S

!

000097 A4




Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act -
Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur I'accés a l'information

’ QL,JI“/ M&df&
R,
4

June 12th. 1929,
Deay My, Neill,

I intended that your letter
. of Hay 1l2ths should be ascknowledged and that you
shoulfdl be told what action I had taken, but I regret
to say we omltted to do sos I am now sending you
g & eopy of the letter I wrote to the Indisn Commissioner
oun May 17th. 1829 which deals somewhuat fully with the

points at issue,

- M Yours very truly

AQ w. Neill’ ESQG. m:i‘Pi‘

House of Commons,

Ottava.
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17th May, 1929,

Dear lr. Ditehburn,

The Department has received fome corres-
pondence with respect to an 0ld woman by the name of
who 1is represented to be the only
melber of the Gualicum Band, Tt is stated that all her
song are dead without leaving isswe end all her denghters
are now married out of the ben@. It appears, hovever, tha%’
onc daunghier, i s first lived unmarrled wlth a South
Americen half breed by the name of i, by whon she
hed five children. She has subseguently narried
7, an Indian of the Comox band, ‘ is
anxious that these childrer should be rooogniged
as members of the Gualisum Band. You will recollect that
in 1923 we donsidercd the status of various people connscted
s.19(1) #1ith the Squamish baund and after & report on each ocuse
deaided vho were entitled to have their nomes enbtered on the
list of the membership of the bend and who were not eatitled
e to be enrolled as members. Ve should like %o have jou én<
: quire into the history of these children and ascer-
tain whether they have been living the Indian nofe of life
among other Indians; whether they have been living on any
reserve and reputed to be Indisns; where they are now living;
how they are getting their living and any olher information g
that would be of assistance in determining whether they should

3

ve regarded as members of the Quilicum bends I may say that
I am rather sympathetic to thelr being regarded a& members 5

of this band, if the facts warrant such a decision, as
&///////4 desires to leave her property to them and if they
are members it will enable them to take full benefit of this

Reserve property. If they are not members and '
. is the last survivor of the band, some complications may arise

as t» the disposal of her property. s S .
I

A

Ry o
LA & oy P
~ . Vs TR S Y g
Yot sty o 5T
et e TR T TS o — _,-.-:O\
%.E.Ditchburn, Esq., Yourse -

Indian Commissioner,
Victoria, B.C.

Deputy Superintendent Genera000099
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House of Commons

Canada
May 13, 1929.
Dr. Duncan C. Scott,
Deputy Superintendent Genersl, -
Depsrtment of Indian Affairs, L
Ottawa, Ontario. =

Dear Dr, Scott:-

I am in receipt of your letter of the 8th
instant regerding the matter of and the Nuslicum
Reserve.

The question seems to turn on this: are the
grendchildren of | members of the Qualicum Zand, snd
therefore eligible to inherit the land from their grandmother?
That is the question which your Yepsrtment will have to decide
eventusglly, snd may as well cconsider now. The mother seems to
have lost her rights in it by becoming s member of another band

by merrisge, although I am not sure if she does lose her

" rights in the basnd of her origin by this. 1In any case, her

children, although half-breeds, if they live on the Reserve

and follow the Indian mode of life, are slways recognized as
Indians, and the question of legitimacy, according to our laws,
does not enter into the mstter. It seems to me it s1ll turns
on whether you would consider these grsndchildren Qualicum

Indians, and T submit that they are such.

Yours faithfully,
A. W, Neill, 000100
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