
000001



| ae he a

bs Bawa “65251 A cor ZA. MAR ¥6 1981 |
| | z Peed Se. WR EE = |

se ee eo 2 i = Ff . se a i

L 2 fee oe

|

|

Document disclosed under the A

Document divulgué en vertu de Ia Loi sur Pa ‘acces a Pinformation i

‘ConSdential
E55 tO ITit o atio

VOLUME No. 1

AIRCRAFT -

{1)

DATE

LEE.

OFFICE

foe

(2)

PURPOSE FOR WHICH REFERRED

(lf PURPOSE FOR WHICH REFERRED CAN

EXPRESSED IN ONE LINE ADD MEMO TO

AND ENTER HERE

e =o (a) he : :
Reg Ges # Re aanoe de (i 5 8 a A aN

TO
“WITH MEMO”)

INSPECT | ON & REGISTRATION

1950 NEAR

51 PASSENGERS KILLEE

' REQ

Le Pd
ENTER DATE TO

G FOR-

3 oe WARD WHEN

UIRED

(5s) (s)

USER'S DATE
INITIAL TO RETURNED TO

SHOW ACTION OFFICE

COMPLETED SERVICES

RE PAGE 17RTM, Li. RECORDS €, :

Beare:MEMO 15-17-51

628ka 39586 sASR-

BSS TREAS.BOARD C.A.R.
OC hs

CAF

TREAS.

A.S.A.

MR.ALLEN

LB er
E4951

sli ce i

| y ex £) <= i i

° e i : "a ae 5 5 : |
i ax . aid

| “Nak 1 9ajoe a Sei $ 9F ee

+1J MAR 2.11953

RS . “a ~

Ca utc. Whe CHK 5 FE 2 ei 195°
> ZA war ¥6 1981 |

4 4d
5 7 Qk

I

|

\

7-59

MPORTANT-—~—DO NOT FAIL TO NOTIFY OFFICE SERVICES WHENEVER A FILE iS PASSED DIRECT TO ANOTHER SECTION
000002

ai

.
|



| Document disclosed under the ACtess te port rare :

i Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur l’accés a l'information

SUBJECT FILE NUMBER

000003

eee -— - + see



>
i :

“ ~

@

TO FELE USERS —

; OFFICE SERVICES is established to serve you and satisiactory arvice is

iargely dependent upon your prompt return of this file. This file ix charged <u your

T3iyision or Section and you are responsible for its return, unless you notify Ofiice Services
to transfer the charge to another section, otherwise the file remains cusrged to you «until

:t ix returned.

lostru tions for use of file cover —~

cawtumn L--Office Services enters the date on which the file ia routed to the use

2.—Shows the reason for the routing. ‘

S—-Shows where it is routed and enables the user to indisate addituonal rou. az.
i

4-—Providee for the user to Bring Forward the file at a later date, if necessary

5—Provides space for the user to initial the entry when actica is compieted

6--Office Services enters the date on which the file is returned from tne user

OFFICE SERVICES

Document divulgué en vertu de Ia Loi sur I’accés a l'information *

nm ne

|

|



Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act

Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur l’accés a l'information

THIS VOLUME IS CLOSED

PLEASE DO NOT ADD CORRESPONDENCE

TO THE FILE OR REFERENCES TO THE

FILE COVER.

IF CORRESPONDENCE !IS REQUIRED TO BE -

ADDED TO A DORMANT FILE IT SHOULD

BE FORWARDED TO OFFICE SERVICES

WHO WILL MAKE THE NECESSARY

RECORDING ENTRIES.
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Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur I’accés a l'information

2o/

ersAn Ottawa, Ontario, February 2Bth, 1951.

5002-25 7(CAR)

District Controller of Air Services,

Trans~Atiantic Administration Bldg.,

Hontreal Airport, Dorval, PeQe

Attention: Inspector J.P. Fournier

1. I enclose a copy of a momorandum from

the Chairman of the Air Transport Board on the

erragnements for the French Board of Enquiry.

2. I also onclose a sopy of tho submission

to bo made by the Civil Aviation Division. ‘This is

now being translated and it is hoped to put the french

text in your hands for transmission to Lv. Lacroix
early next woek.

(c. tT. fravers ) 2
Enel, Superintendent, Air Regulations.
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200

crr/oD Ottawa, Ontario, February 27th, 1951.

Accident = CF-EDI - 5002~257(CAR)

REG IS TERED

District Controller of Air Sorvices,

frans-Atlantio Administration Bidg.,

Montreal Airport, Dorval, P.Q-

Attention: Inspector JeP. Fournier

Ud

l. the following documents are enclosed:=

(1) Copy of letter dated February 14th to the

Hohourable Lionel Chevrier from Mgr. Ira Je

Bourassa, together with a questionaire on

the subject of this accident. -

(2) Copy of the draft reply to Mgr. Bourassa,

. for the signature of the Minister of

Transport together with the answers to

Her. Bourassa's questionaire. .

26 The undersigned has been requested by lr.

Gilbert W. Nadeau, Acting Secretary of the Air Transport

Board, to request you to forward these answers direct to ~

gr, Bourassae It will be noted in this connection that

there is an error in the answer to quostion 13, it being ny

understanding that the maximmm number of persons that might

be carried in this aircraft was 81 but that 63 passengers

(65 if bench seats used) was the maximum number of passengers:

that might be carried.

ome(F
: - (c el. Travers ) s :

Encl. Superintendent, Air Regulations.
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aoe )97

le 22 février, 1951.

* i?) @ pw fe @3 ©@
~~

Jtai devant. mot votre lettre du 14 février

eee relativement 4 Ltaudience publique que doit
fy6

tenir au Caneda prochdinement la Commission frangaise sie

dtenaudee constituée aux fins d'examiner les cir-
fonstances de ltaccident de Curtiss-Reid Flying

Service Limited au mois de novembre dernier. de

Ltintéret qué vous portez & cette audience et si

désirez soap eh ee et rendre témoignare devant

Commissi qui tiendra cette audience, je vous

prierais - bien vouloir en aviser M. J.P. Fournier,
‘inisth are des fransports,: Division de l*Air, A4sroport
Dorval, Montréal. D'autre part, je verrai a ce qu'on
fasse tenir a M. Fournier copie de votre lettre du

14 courante

Vv

la

La Commission siegera & Montréal et 4 Québec,
mais. je ne puis vous donner présentement les dates

exactes de ces séances qui. seront tenues 4 ces endroits
puisque j'attends encore une indication de Paris de la -

date a laquelle cette Commission arrivera ici. Un
avis sera donné par la voie des journaux 4 ce sujet

aussitot que possible.

Je réfere le questionnaire que vous avez inclus
dans votre lettre aux officiers de mon Ministére. Les
réponses seront. communiquées &@ M. Fournier qui vous les

transmettra directement.

Votre tout dévoué,

Mgr. Ira J. Bourassa, ped.,

Curé de Bromptonville,

Paroisse Ste-Praxéde,
Bromptonville, P.Q.

Sellh
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Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur 1% Vinformation

CREB Ottawa, Ontario, February 27th, 1951.

CF-EDN - Expenses of Board of Enquiry _ 5002-257(CAR)

District Controller of Air Services,

Yrans-Atlantic Administration Bldg.,

Montreal Airport, Dorval, P.Q.

Attention: Inspector J.P. Fournier

i. You are advised that Treasury Board Minute .

402028, dated February 9th, 1951, approves the allotment

of the amount of $5,000, from Vote 101 of the Estimates
for 1950-1951, to provide for the expenses involved in

bringing into Canada a Board of Enquiry appointed to

investigate and hold Hearings in respect of the crash of

a Curtiss-Reid Flying Service's aircraft in the French

Alps in November 1950, subject to the submission of an

Item for consideration with the further supplementary

estimates for 1950-1951,

eae
(c.T. Travers),

Superintendent, Air Regulations *

- 000009
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Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur l’acces @ Vinformation

5002-257 19 7

crr/cD Ottawa, Ontario, February 26th, 1951.

Mr. Gerard Lacroix, K.Ce,
42 Ste. Anne Street,

Qaebec, P.Q.

Dear Hr. Lacroix:

I have pleasure in enclosing a copy of

Mr. Baldwin's memorandum covering our meeting of

jast Thursday morning. A copy has been sent to Mr.

Fournier.

Yours truly,

(f= :
(C.T. Travers),

Enel. , : Superintendent, Air Regulations.
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Document divulgué en vertu de Ia Loi sur l’accés a l'information

oP
ese . Ottara, Ontario, Fobruary 26th, 1951.

6002~257(CAR)

District Controllor of Air Sorvices,

Trans-Atlantic Administration Bldg,
“ontreal Airport, Dorval, Pee

Attention: ure J oP. Fournier .

le ' Fecovith is a copy of Mr. Baldwin's

momorandum covering a mooting on Thuraday morning.

In accordance with lr. Baldwin's requeot a copy has

also boon sent to Mr. lacroixe

a

(Cot. Travers),

(GF
nol. Suporintendent, fir Rogulutions. — .

000011
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Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act

Document divulgué en vertu de Ia Loi sur I’accés /G3"

2DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT
INTRA-DEPARTMENTAL CORRESPONDENCE PA 2-50

YOUR FILE SUBJECT . OUR FILE

Curtiss-Reid DC-4, CF-EDN - Accident Investigation 5002-257 PERSA

Us.

Cll annran

dada

MEMORANDUM TO:: C.A.R.

l. This will refer to paragraph 5 of the attached

letter dated February 10, 1951, signed by Mr. J.P. Fournier

for District Controller of Air Services, Montreal.

Ze The possibility of obtaining a bilingual stenographer

from the district office for this investigation has been dis-

cussed with the Personnel Officer at Montreal who is of the

opinion that it will be possible to make arrangements locally

as there is at least one stenographer on the district staff.

who is quite capable of taking notes covering a complete record

of all testimonies in the investigation.

Se The Personnel Officer has advised, therefore, that

arrangements will be made locally to this end.

Me MacPY
J Personnel "A"

3
° Minne to C.CeAe

The Chairman, Air Transport Board

nach a Law Lhe lee 7 a has suggested the possibility of
7 obtaining from Mr. Featherstone

fle a suitable Court Reporter or the
— equivalent to record the proceedings

, of this investigation. May this beXo AR ~ x Pe iden oo brought to his etten tion vn case
~%® YQ x meu. such arrangements are not possible

TMD rs 000012
24/2/51 By Vers (C.AsRe)

~
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Document divulgué en vertu de Ia Loi sur l’accés a l’information

[¢ 3
2-C1L5-5

The Acting Cecretrry.

February 21, 1951.

Mr. Lucion Lamoureux,

Executive Assistant to the

Minister of Transport,

Hunter Building,

Ottawa, Canada.

Dear Mr. Lamoureux:—

As directed by the Chairnan, I am returning

herevith the letter which Mgr. Bourassa vrote to the Hinister on February

14th, together with a questionnaire, with regard to the French Board of

Inquiry which io coming over to Canada shortly to hear ond receive additional

evidence on tho Curtiss-Reid crash on Mont Obiou last fall. Also enclosed

is o draft roply for the Ministeorts signaturo, which ths Cheirmen has approved.

I am arranging with Mr. Travers of the

Air Services Branch to have the answers to Mgr. Bourasca'ts questionnaire
tranclated and to havo him request Mr. Fournier to forrard same direct to

Mgr. Bourassa. For your information and record, I am enclosing herewith

& copy of these answers which have also becn approved by the Chairman.

Yours very truly,

ffoh
Gilbert , Nadeau,

Encls. Acting Secretary.
: fey
wt aa Uehe
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Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur l’accés a l'information

PROJST lo 21 fdvrier 1951, Jig

Nongoignour ,

J'ai dovant noi votre lottro du 14 févricr dornior

rolativomont & l’audienco publiquo quo doit tonir au Canadu prochaino-

mont la Commission frangaico d'onquéte constitudo aux fino d'oxaninor

los sirconstancos do l'accidont do Curtiso-Roid Flying Sorvico Limited

au mois do novembre dornior, Jo noto l'intérdt quo -ous portos & cotto

nudicnee ot oi vous désiros conparaftre ot rondro témoignaso dovant 1s

Commission qui tiendra cotte audionco, jo vouo prieraio de bien vouloir

on avisor '', J.P. Pournior, “inistoro doc Transrorts, Division do Yair,

Aéroport Dorval, Montréal, D'autro part, jo vorrai a co qu'on fasse

tonir & , Fournior copie do votre lettre du 14 courant. |

La Comission sitgera 4 Montréal ot a Québec, cais fo no

puis vove donner présontonont loo dates oxactos de cos sénncos qui

soront tonuos 4 cos ondroits puisqie j'attonds oncoro uno indication |

do Paris deo Ia dato & laquclie cotte Com iscion arrivern ici. Un

avis sera donné par ic volo des journaux b ce susot auseitést que

possible,

Jo réforo le quostionnairo que vous avozs inelus dano votr

lottre aux officiors do mon nistoro. Los répensos soront communiquécs

ih i", Fournior qui vous los tranonottra directcmont,.

liniotro des Tranoports,

‘Sonooignour Ira J. Bourassa, p.d.,
Cur do Bromptonvillo,

Paroicse Sto-Praxddo, -
0

Brouwptonvillo (P.Q.). 
00015
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Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur l’accés a l'information

CP-rpr ) g /

Dourlno C54B-DC Sorinl Io, 10518

Dato of conotruction - 1932, (from inforration avoilablo),
x

Nanufacturor - Douglas Aireraft Company Ine.,
. Santa Yonica, California, U.S.A.

Firm constructod for «~ U.S, Army Air Froce (from inforration available).

Purpose prior to 1950 - tilitary Transport, (from inforration ovailabie).
(Owned by Modorn Air Transport and loaved to
Podoratod &irlinos Ine.),

Thio rolatoo to private company organization and, is therofore,
boyond tho jurisdiction of the Dopartront of Transport.

Ao 5 abovo.

Owned and Rogistered, under the Air Regulations, in tho nano of:

Curtiss Roid Plying Sorvico Limitod,

Cartiorvillo Airport, Uontroal, P.Q.

(Busod at): Carticrville and Dorval, P.Q.

Leaso =< Purchaso Agroomont - May 29th, 1950,

botwoon Fodorated Airlines I,c.,

319 Vest 48th Stroot,

Yew York 19, E.Y., U.8.A.

and Curtios Roid Flying Servico Limited,

Cartiorvillo Airport, Nontreal, P.d.

Curtiso-Roid Flying Sorvico Limited.

April 23rd, 1950.

Aircraft broucht into Canada on Certificate of Airvworthinoss for Dxport

B-20260 and aftor inspoction cas put into servico with no chanco or

modifications,

Boforo comroncing operation, the coupauny ad to satisfy tho Air Transport

Board, which it did, that it wao cuintaining liability insuranco in

aeccordanco vith the Board's cocurity roquironents which aro:- Passenger

liability, $20,000 por coat; Public liability, $20,000 one poraon -
$40,000 total por aircraft por aceidont, Proporty darago, £5,000 por
aircraft por accident. 7

“Maximum number of porsons authorised ~ 73.

Sonto boing provided for 63 paccongors.



Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act

Document divulgué en vertu de Ia Loi sur l’accés a l'information

“~~ aa 7"
14, Grous Voight - 70,700 pounds,

15, An avorago of 4 chartor flights por month at no fixed interval,

16. The first flight took placo on April 23rd vith an avoroge of
4 chartor flights por month thorosaftor until tho accident at

Hount Obiou.

17. Unloso othorvice authorised, tho company could not undortako moro

than 4 chartor flights per month, Tho flight of Novombor 13th van

within that quota,

18, This rolatoo to privato company organization and io, thorefore,

boyond the jurisdiction of the Dopartmont of Transport,

000017
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Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur l’accés a “4

MINUTE TO: SECRETARY TO THE MINISTER h
- ~ Forwarded, ss directed, for approval of

draft reply to Mr. Roger H. de Ginet.

CL V Wotan e .
(C. T. Travers),

Superintendent, Air Regulations,

000018
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Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur l’accés a l'information

/*7
Ottawa, Ontario, February 16, 1951.

5002=30 “Aecident to CF-EDY. . 5002-257 (CAR)

"CONFIDENTIAL"

District Controllor,

Air Services, ,

frans~Atlantic Building,

Hontroal firport, Dorval, P. Q.

‘ATTENTION: Inspector J, —. Fournier.

1.. With reference to the letter dated February llth,

to the Minister of Transport from fr. Roger H. de Ginet, and

of which you will havo received a copy, I am directed to

advise you to obtain. more dotails from this individual before

dealing with his application to appear before the Court of

Enquiry and you should insist that the gist of this information

should be put in writing.

(Cc. T. Travers),

Superintendent, Air Regulations.

CTT/VMA

000020
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rie Document divulgué en vertu de Ia Loi sur l’accés a I’information

5

le 16 février 1951

Cher monsieur Ginet,

Je vous accuse réception de votre
lettre du 11 février demsndant la permission de
conparaltre devent le Comission franquise é@*er~
quéte au cujet de i*accident Curtise-Heid. Je
note gue yous avez transmis une copie de cette

isttre & i, Fournier et, par conséquent, je le
peie de s*ocecuper de votre denande puisqutil a
ét6 of ficiellesent nommé pour recevoir, & cette
phase de l'enquéte, les soumissions ¢e ce cenre
en faveur ce ic Commission @rancaise d@*enquéte.

Sincérement 4 vous,

aoinal signed vy

LONEL CHEVRIER

Monsieur Roger-lie de Ginet

PSlerinages ot voyages de 1taAmitié
il21, rue Sainte-Catherine-~ouest

000021
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DEPARTMENT OF. TRANSPORT 2
,-DEPARTMENTAL CORRESPONDENCE Jé S mas

'

OUR FILE

tir ——
bbubiasa was ad ~ bowen |

4
4294 2

MIMCRANCUM TO: Mr. Cc. T. Travers,

Superintendent, Air Regulations
FEB 25 P.M. wood

, |

[Fiedeed-2S7_|
To note attached correspondence and pass on to

Minister's office and to inform Fournier accordingly. I
assume Fournier should get more details regarding this

information before dealing with the application to appear.
From my knowledge of the individual I think that Fournier

should insist that he put the gist of it in writing.

J. R. Baldwin.

000022
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Jranolattin (Poor PE

DRAFT RErLY

Roger H. de Ginet, Esq.,

Pelerinages et Voyages de L'amitie,

1121 St. Catherine St. W.,

Montreal.

Deer Mr. Ginet:-

T have your letter of February lith requesting permission

to appear before the French Board of Inquiry in connection with the

Curtiss-Reid accident. I note you have sent a copy of this letter

to Mr. Fournier and therefore I am requesting him to deal with your

application since he has been officially appointed to receive sub-

missions of this sort on behalf of the French Board of Inguiry at

this stage.

Ginecerely yours,

“Minister of Transport.

a

000024
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[5

2116 St. Lawrence Blvd. (Corner Sherbrooke)

“

°

TRANSLATION
AH ;

PELERINAGES ET VOYAGES DE L'tAMITIE

Montreal, February ll,

Honourable Lionel Chevrier,

Minister of Transport, 42942
Ottawa, Ont.

Re: Obiou Acciddnt

Sir,

With reference to your official statements

published in the Canadian newspapers, I have the honour

to sohicit my appearance before the Board of Enquiry

in connection with the Obiou accident.

That aiferaft was carrying 50 pilgrims on the

trip preceding the accident and as I am aware of the

conditions of the contract for the last trip, there is

some important information which I feel TIT should cons-

cientiously reveal to the Board at the first hearing.

Yours very truly,

Roger H. de Ginet

| N.B. Copy of this le.ter sent to Mr. P. Fournier.

All correspondence should be sent to our new address:

1121 Ste. Catherine St. West, Montreal.

000025



DIRECTEUR GERANT ¢

, R.H. de Ginet

®
Toute corresperuance doit étre

envorte a riulre woutu.e adresse:

1121 Ouert, Ste-Catherine

Montréal

Document disclosed under the Access to information c

Document divulgué en vertu de Ia Loi sur l’accés

1950 Année Sainte 1950

Pelorinages et Voyages de U’Amitis
2116 Boul. St-Laurent (angle Sherbrooke}

Siége Social: suite 58-59 — Tél: LA. 4416 — Ad. tél: HUGIDU

Services Techniques: suite 48-49 — Tél: PL. 9556% fo &

Montréal, Qué. 4 fone Q

-

DIRECTEUR TECHNIQUE :

L. Ph. Langlois

J
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Document disclosed under the Access to information Act

Document divulgué en vertu de Ia Loi 600°

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT 2

INTRA-DEPARTMENTAL CORRESPONDENCE
2-50

Ottawa, Ontario, February..14, 1951...
PLACE

YOUR FILE SUBJECT. OUR FILE

FILE 5002-257 | 5002-257 (CAR)

(FMORANDUM,40: RECORDS

ATTENTION: MR, MONETTE.

1. /, [t is requested that file 5002-257, regarding
the accident to Douglas C-54, CF-EDN, on November 13, 1950,

near Grenoble, France, be transferred to the Confidential

Register and all future correspondence relating to this

accident be filed accordingly.

4f? (c. T. Travers),

we Supdbintendent, Air Regulations.

000027
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f Document divulgué en vertu de Ia Loi sur l’accés a l'information

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT / 7 7 2
INTRA-DEPARTMENTAL CORRESPONDENCE 2-50

DDM/Ze Ottawa, February 15th, 1951, 0.

YOUR FILE. SuBsEcT Visit of French Board of Enquiry .« Accident

CI+EDN - Canadian Pilgrimage,

MEMORANDUM 0: Ads A, 42675
le In view of the flood of rumors and

allegations concerning negligence in Canada resulting f

from the subject accident, the Canadian Government through

External Affairs invited the French Board of Enquiry,

instituted by International Agreement, to visit Canada

at Canadian expense in order to continue its hearings

and thoroughly investigate all possible causes of the

accident,

2 It has been estimated that a sum of

$5,000.00 (five thousand dollars) will be required to

cover all possible expenditures arising from the visit

of the Board., It is expected that in addition to hotel,

food and travelling expenses, costs of legal and steno-

graphie help, court house rentals and witnesses! fees

will have to he met, In view of the large number of

deaths in this accident, a great number of witnesses

might appear and the length of visit be prolonged.

uw ) (Ce Te Travers) ,
. Ae J \ \f Superintendent, Air Regulations,

. 
‘ 4 ed

/ \ : a e® \\
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leer ~ “ . / . ¢

Ottawa, Ontario, Febriary 13, 1951.

5002-30 Accident to CF-E. 5002-257

"COIPIDEITIAL” ~

District Controller,

Air Services,

Trano~Atlantic Building,

Yontreal Airport, Dorval, P. a.

ATTENTION: Inspoctor J. P. Fournicr.

1. With roference to our tolophone conversation yooterday
afternoon and this morning, you aro advised that tho folloving
direction has now beon given rogarding arrangerents for transportation
and accommodation of Messra. Bellente and Carour of the French Court
of Inquiry.

Re Sinco I. Bellonte hao indicated a desire to travel by Air
France to London and by Trano-Caneda Air Lines acrocs tho Atlantic,

&t fo agreed that you should requost Trans-Canada Air Lines to

instruct their agent in Paris to cot in touch with Ii. Bellonte and

rake the reservations for transportation at the Canadian Governmont's
oxpenso.

3. The proposal of the Windsor Hotel to supply wine to the
mexbers of the Fronch Court of Inquiry at Six Dollars, (£6.00), por
day, por head, (tvo moals), hao not been approved and it is considered
proferable that. wine ordered with their meals should be included

diroetly on thoir bill.

he It is noted that you havo already discussed the procedure
to be followed at the investigation with tir. Gorard Lacroix who is

to act as Legal Counsel for the Departrent. Hr. Lacroix's roported
_ objections to the limitation of attendance in accordance with

cere neeeecececeseaeseed
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agrecnent by tho French authoritios, contained in Tolegran io. 60

dated Fobruary 8th, from tho Canadian Ambasoador in Pardo, havo

boon noted and it is ovident that difforonces of vicwpoint will

have to bo resolved by tho members of the Court of Rnquiry and

our Logal Advisors by discussion before tho opening of the

investigation in Canada.

Gi
(c. T. Travora),

Suporintendent, Air Regulations.

CTT/WA

127
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rang

To Complete Record
of the Crash

MONTREAL, Feb. 13 — (CP) —

French government Transport De~

partment officials are expected here

shortly for discussions with Cana-~

dian Department of Transport air

services members at Dorval, concern-

ing the Nov. 13 ,crash of a Montreal-

chartered aircraft in the French}.

Alps.

W. R. Oliver, President of Curtiss ,
Reid Airtours, Ltd., owners of the'
DC-4 “Canadian ’Pilgrim” which |
crashed, said the meetings would be

held to complete the record of the

| crash. Most of 58 aboard were from
Quebec province.

- +
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x Ottava, Ontario, February 12, 1951. |

Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act :

5002-30 Accident to CP-E. a 5002-257 (CAR)

"CONFIDENTIAL"

District Controllor,

Air Services,

Trans-Atlantic Building, ,

Hontreal Airport, Dorval, P. Q.

ATTENTION: Inopector J. P. Pournicr.

1. This will acknowledge your lettor of February 8,

1951, enclosing duplicate copios of two lotters reccived

from ir. Bollontg rogarding the accident to CP-EDI.

20 It is noted that you will reply to Ir. Bollont<c

without dolay and that Ir. Bellonteand Ir. Carour will bo

leaving for Caneda on the first of March.

(C. @. Travora),
Superintendent, Air Regulations.

CTT/VMA
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o | | Ottava, Ontario, Fobruary 12, 1951.

Accident to CF-EDN. 5002-257 (CA)

"CONFIDENTIAL"

District Controller,

Air Sorvicces,

frano~Atlantic Building,

Montreal Airport, Dorval, P. Q.

ATTENTION: Inspoctor J. P. Fournior,

1. A copy of ao telogran dated Pobrunry 8, 1951, fron tho
Canadien Anbassador in Pario, is ocnclosed.

Ze With roforenco to tho linitation of tho numbers attending

tho public enquiry, cinco only vitnossco, the preso, end porhaps rolatives

aro to be admitted, it will not be possible to pornit attendeanco of

roprescntatives of ouch organisations an 1.C.A.0., A-T.TeAes Che LePeAes

nor the roprescntatives of any insurcnee interests.

3. It has boon ouggested that the agent of Curtiso-Roid might
bo admitted as witness only.

Ae In tho rattor of tronoportation of tho French Representatives,
to which reference io mado in paragraph tro of the tologren, it io requestcd

that you will comamicate with Air France to ascortain whother thay vould bo
willing to carry tho French Representatives on pass. This arrangement vould

be satisfactory to the Air Trensport Board. .

De In the ovent that tho Airlines aro unable to iosuc passes to
ir. Bellontegond fcr. Carour, you may arrango with fir. Bollontefor
transportation by rogular booldng. It io thought that he may vish to do this

himself in Pario or, if ho co desires, tho boolcingn can bo mado at thio ond.

ong ¢ by OF wren >
Enel. | . ’ Suporintendent, Air Regulations.

CTT/VMA
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FROM: THE CANADIAN AMBASSADOR, PARIS / / 3
TO; THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS, OTTAWA

Aa “ ON
. ne
YS 4

thy |

4 ° "Re, 7a |
Be

CYPHER - AUTO CONFIDENTIAL

No, 60 CO ‘PARIS, February 8, 1953.

Confidential. Your telegram No,. 44 of February Eth.

Curtiss-Reid enguiry.

French authorities agrec that enquiry in Canada may

be public but they hope that numbers attending will be

Limited to witnesses, press and perhaps relatives of

victims.

2: We me handicapped in these discussions since we

are not aware of many of the details which are being directly

discussed between Mr. Bellont and Mr. Fournier. We |

understand that Fournier has promised that a Cenadian

plane will be made available about March Ist to transport

court to Canada.

3. Please let us know whether arrangements are being

meade directly by Department of Transport and to what

extent you wish the Embassy to assist.

CANADIAN AMBASSADOR

000034
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Ottawa, February 10, 1951.

Dear Sir; Attention: fir. Fontaine

This will confirm our recent verbal
request that tir. Gerard Lacroix, K.C., of Quebec,
be appointed as the agent of tho ilinistor of
Justice to assist the French Board of Inquiry

in their work during thoir coming visit to Canada
to investigate the circumstences surrounding the
crash in the French Alps of a DC~4 aircraft of
Curtis-Reid Flying Services. —

Yours truly,

Lh
‘Con r of Civil Aviation. —

J

F.P. Varcoe, Esqe, KeC.,
Deputy Minister of Justice,

Ottawa, Ontario. . ¢

. 
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. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT b 2
: INTRA-DEPARTMENTAL CORRESPONDENCE > } a8

. Rm. 44, Trans-Atlantic Administration Building,/ Montreal Airport, Dorval, P.Q. February 10, 1951.

—_—

(ee pay. “|

Mealaveu weed” WesUbY

Director of Air Services,

Department of Transport, 423850 FEB 42 pM 1951
Ottawa, Ontario. |

Attention: Superintendent, Air Regulations rieg 26) AS fn
iainanmeteimmmeenee 

ae

*

oe Reference is made to the Director of Air Services! letter

of January 30, 1951.

ae Please be advised that the writer had the opportunity of

meeting Mr. G. Lacroix on February 9th when Headquarters’ policy, in

connection with the above mentioned accident,was discussed. In connection

with this policy, we wish to refer you to P.I.C,A.0. Publication DOC 2890,

AIG III, 5/3/47, which is mentioned in Mr. Bellonte's letter of February 3,

1951, copy of which has been forwarded to you. Copies of this P.1.C.A.0.

Publication are being forwarded to Mr. Lacroix for his information. We

wish to mention, however, that this document appears to give more latitude

in the matter of Inquiry to the State of Registration than we are given to

understand by Headquarters. In this connection, please refer to Pages 27

and 28, Section V, of the above mentioned publication.

3. During the writer's meeting with Mr. Lacroix, it was

suggested by him that details regarding the course of action to be followed

should be established only after conference with the French Board and,:

therefore, it was arranged to contact Mr. Lacroix for a meeting with the . |

French Board as soon as it arrived in Canada.

¥
4. With reference to the Press Release, only one letter to ae

date has been received. For Headquarters’ information, we are attaching

copy of this letter and it will be noted it does not appear to contain any

factual information concerning the accident.

Se The possibility of obtaining a bilingual stenographer from

this District Office is rather remote and, therefore, it is requested, please,

that arrangements be made to provide such qualified stenographer from

Headquarters’ staff. A few years ago on the occasion of an Air Transport

Board Hearing, it was noted that a certain Mr. Robitaille ( as far as we can

recall the name) acted as bilingual public stenographer in a very competent |

civil servant and v

w\ i \
eccceeeed \ 2
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‘ %, is felt that this gentleman would be quite satisfactory. The Air Transport
{Scara Hearing referred to was in April or May, 1947, at Megantic, Quebec, to

by ‘deal with the Application of a Mr. Brulotte and Sherbrook Air Services for

‘}\ operation out of Megantic.

6. Since it is believed that the French Board may not require

a complete record of the Public Hearing, Mr. Lacroix and the writer both

agreed that it would be very essential to keep a complete record of all

testimonies and it is therefore requested that arrangements to provide the

Board with the required bilingual stenographer be made as soon as possible,

please.

* urnier,

for District Contiollen,| Air Services.

JPF/mp
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* copy Sherbrooke 3 f4vrier 1951 Je]

Mr. J.p. Fournier

a/s Surintendéant répional des reglements de la

navigation aérienne

Dorval

Cher Monsieur,

Ceci est pour repondre’ a la demande du Ministre de 1l'ei§, Mr.

L. Chevrier désirant recevoir des renseignements concernant le

voyage au cours duquel l'accident s'est produit (accident du

Pelerin Canadien sur 1'Obiou).

Jtai en main, le nom de 6 personnes ne voulant pas revenir par avion
(de “ome*a Montreal) ou ne voulant pas revenir par Ja Durtiss Reid.
Aussi, j'ai en main ure lettre di sant que ces mémes personnes ont
di prendre l'avion du 13 novembre pour la raison qu'elles perdraient
leur billet si elles ne prenaient pas ce m&me avion.

J'ai aussi en main, des docwnents prouvant que trois telephones

ont été fait de Montreal & l'Zurope et destines aux pelerins, les priant d'in-

tervenir aupres de certaines personnes afin de faire revenir 1'Air Transport
Board sur sa decision en accordant‘a TWA la permission de se poser a Dorval.

| *

Esperant que ces quelques renseignements me donneront ltavantage dtassister
aux scéances de l'enquéete francaise qui se poursuivra & Québec,

Je me dis

Votre tout obligé

(sgnd) Georges Timmons

206 Blvd st.Sacrement

Sherbrooke

PS

Je vous demande de me convoquer

aux séances at & la méme date que

sera convoqué Mg. Bovrassa, Meo. we ee ee

Deginet de Montreal et M. P. :Bardin égalemant de Montreal,
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T.B. 02028

TRANSPORT

(A
The Board approve allotment of the amount of

$5,000 from Vote 101 of the Estimates for 1950-51 to

provide for the expenses involved in bringing to Canada

the Board of Inquiry appointed to investigate and hold

hearings in respect of the crash of a Curtiss-Reid Flying

Services aircraft in the French Alps in November, 1980,

subject to the submission of an Item for consideration with

the Further Supplementary Estimates for 1950-51.

VA loge
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We CREDN |

| Douglas C54B-DC Serial #10518

1. Date of construction - 1942, (from information available).

2. Hanufacturer - Douglas Aircraft Company Inc.,

Santa Monica, California, U.S.A.

3. Firm constructed for ~ U.S. Army Air Force, (from information

available).

4. Purpose prior to 1950 = Military Transport, (from information |

available). |
(Qmed by Modern Air Transport and
leased to Federated Airlines Inc.).

7. Owned and Registered, under the Air Regulations, in the

name of; Curtiss Reid Flying Service Limited,

Cartierville firport, Montreal, P. Q.

(Based at) Cartierville and Dorval, P. Q.

8. Lease ~ Purchase Agreement - May 29th, 1950,

between Federated Airlines Inc.,

319 West 48th Street,

New York 19, N.Y.; U.S.A.

and Curtiss Reid Flying Service Limited,
. Cartierville Airport, Montreal, P. Q.

10. April 23rd, 1950.

ii. Aircraft brought into Canada on Certificate of Airworthiness

for Export E-20260 and after inspection was put into service

with no change or modifications.

13. Maximum number of persons authorized - 73,

Seats being provided for 63 passengers,

14. Gross Weight ~ 70,700 pounds. kK

| (fy Fy
ATE. 22 t
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT .| ° 2

INTRA-DEPARTMENTAL CORRESPONDENCE 11-48

Rm. 44, Trans-ftlantic Administration Bldg.,

Montreal Airport, Dorval, Que.,.Feb..8,.1951,
PLACE

YOUR FILE SUBJECT OUR FILE

Aecident to CF-EDN 5002=30

47296
PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL

Mr. C. T,. Travers,

Superintendent, Air Regulations,

Department of Transport,

Ottawa, Ontario,

1. With reference to your conversation with the writer,

please find attached duplicate copies of two letters received today from

Mr. M. Bellonte of the Secretariat General ea l'aviation Civile et

Commerciale, Paris, regarding the accident to CF-EDN.

JPF: AR

Enc.
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ANS LATION b
AH Paris, February 8, 1951 /

95 Boulevard du Montparnasse (VI')

DEPARTMENT.

OF PUS WORKS, TRANSPORT M. BELLONTE

AND‘: pURIST TRADE Chief of Service "“ENQUETES~SECURITE"

Secretariat General to

Civil and Comme rcial Aviation

. DIRECTION OF

Mr. J. P. Fournier,

Inspector Air Regulations

AIR TRANSPORT Room €4, Montreal Airport (CANADA)

RE: Accident of C.54 Canadian C.FEDN.

Further to our telephone conversation of Tanuary

S1, 1951, I have the honour to advise you hereunder as to

the present state of the inquiry into the accident of the

C.FEDN.

Material:

The documents in our possession concerning the

maintenance of this aircraft were sent to us through your

good offices, with regard to work carried out in ROME before

the departure, and by Mr. CAMPUS, Chief Pilot of the CURTISS

REID Company, with regard to work carried out before the.

departure from Montreal.

The next time we meet IJ will communicate to you

statements made by French technicians who had the opportunity

to get near the aircraft when it passed through ORLY.

On the other hand, the examination of the wreck

cannot take place until next spring and it will not be possible

to eliminate as eventual cause of accident a deficiency in the

material. This consideration will delay the publication of

the final report of the inquiry.

Navigation:

In any case, even if a material incident had occurred

during the flight (to be noted that no radio broadcast mentioned

that), it would not explain the position of the impact point.

It is obviously the establishment of this last fact

which guided the proceedings of the inquiry.

It is very difficult to reconstitute the route

followed by the aircraft. We think however, and this assumption

is seriously supported, that the pilot did not follow, volun-

tarily or not, the road indicated on the plan (Istres, Monte-

000047
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-2- [ber

limar, Lyon) and that to make up for lost time at the

a
departure from ROME , before reaching ISTRES, he headed

toward LYON; navigation errors then threw him out of the

way bn Mount .OBIOU.

Public Hearing:

According to the standards of ICAO with regard to

inquiries into air accidénts (DOC 2.890 - AIG.III of 5-35-47

Section V paragraphs 1 and 2) the country of occurrence

opens and conducts the inquiry.

Paragraph 5 .of the same section deals with condi-

tions of opening of the public hearing, the purpose of which

is to bring information data to the official inquiry.

I call your attention on the fact that it will be

impossible to answer all questions relative to the accident

until an examination of the aircraft has been made. On that

account,it might be. necessary to hold another public hearing.

Mission to CANADA:

‘AS I advised you by telephone, Mr. CAROUR and

myself will go to Canada on March lst next. In that connection

a prompt reply to our letter of February 3, 1951, would be

appreciated.

(Signed) M. Bellonte

Certified true copy of the original /tb

FOLIO No. 68350

, 000048
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PARIS, February 3, 1951

9% Boulevard du Montparnasse (Vi')

“DEPARTMENT OF M. BELLONTE Ce

PUBLIC WORKS, TRANSPORT Chief of Service "ENQUETES-SECURITE

AND TOURIST TRADE ,
to

Secretariat General

Civil and Commercial Aviation Mr. J. P. FOURNIER,
Inspector Air Regulations

DIRECTION OF AIR TRANSPORT Room 44, Montreal Airport
MONTREAL, CANADA

RE; Accident of C54 C.FEDN.

Sir,

Although the data of the inquiry militate in

favour of a navigation error, we are of opinion that during

a public hearing, the matter of material and of its use

will have to be dealt with thoroughly.

It would therefore appear to be absolutely

necessary that we have, besides the information we already

have:

Operating Manuals and Navigation Instructions:

Any information concerning the condition of the

material: glider, motors, radio and navigation equipment.

I would reguest that you inform me of the places

where the aircraft stopped on its last trip MONTREAL-ROME,

as well as the names of the firms charged with the mainte-

nance in order that I may eventually proceed to an inquiry

in that connection.

(Signed) M. Bellonte

Certified true copy of the original/tb/

FOLIO No. 68549
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VIO PARIS, le 3 février 1951
93, Boulevard du Montparnasse (VI')

Tél: Littre 58-80 a

M. BELLONTE

Chef du Bureau "ENQUETES-SECURITE"

%

Monsieur J.P. FOURNIER greet
Inspector Air Regulationss” GO 4 #0 TM

Room 44 fer -

Montreal Airport’ ,,° ,.. Or

MONTREAL (Gaya. CL Meu, 3

OBJET: Accident du C.54 Canadien C.FEDN.

ew ane eee eee

hee

Comme suite & notre conversation téléphonique en datp du
311.1951, j'ai l'honneur de vous faire connaftre ci-aprés l'état
actuel de l'enqute de l'accident du C.FEDN. f

Matériel:

Les documents en notre possession concernant l'entretien de

cet avion nous ont été communiqués par vos soins, en ce qui concerne

les travaux exécutés & ROME avant le départ, et par Monsieur CAMPUS,

Chef pilote de la Compagnie CURTISS REID, en ce qui concerne les

travaux effectués avant le départ de Montréal. |

Nous vous entretiendrons lors de notre prochaine rencontre
des déclarations faites par des techniciens francais qui ont eu

l'occasion d'approcher l'tavion lors de ses passages & ORLY.

Par ailleurs, 1l'examen de 1l'épave ne pouvant avoir lieu qu'au
printemps, il ne nous sera pas possible d'éliminer comme cause

éventuelle d'accident une déficience du matériel, Cette considération

retardera le parution du rapport final dtenquéte,

Navigation:

En tout état de cause, méme si un incident matériel s'était
produit au cours du vol (& signaler qutaucune émission radio n‘en
a fait mention), il ntexpliquerait pas la position du point d'impact.

ceo/vee
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oe | ) ST
mem .

Clest évidemment cette dernitre constatation qui a orienté
les travaux d'enquéte,

Il est trés difficile de reconstituer la route suivie par
ltavion. Nous pensons néanmoins, et cette hypothése est sérieuse-~
ment étayée, que le pilote n'a pas suivi, volontairement ou non,
la route imposée par le plan de vol (Istres, Montélimar, Lyon)
et que, pour ratbraper le temps perdu au départ de ROMB 11 a mis,
avant d'arriver & ISTRES, le cap sur LYON; des erreurs de navigation
l'ont ensuite dérouté sur 1'OBIOU.

Audience publique:

Conformément aux standards de 1'I.C.A.0. sur les enquétes —
dtaccident agronautique (DOC 2.890 = AIG.III du 5635.47 Section V
paragraphe 1 et 2) 1'Etat dtoccurence ouvre et conduit Lt enquéte,

Le paragraphe 5 de la méme section traite des conditions
d'ouverture de ltaudience publique dont le but est adtapporter des
éléments d'information & l'enquéte officielle,

Jtappelle votre attention sur le fait qu'il sera impossible
de répondre & toutes les questions relatives 4% cet accident tant
que l'examen de l'avion n'aura pu Stre examinée. De ce fait, une
nouvelle audience publique risque d'@étre nécessaire,

Mission au CANADA:

Lo fame ante
74 {/ ta Ainsi que je vous l'ai précisé au téléphone, M. CAROUR et

(ter. ea moi-m8me nous rendrons au CANADA le ler mars prochain, A cet
ye . Ain ht. égard une réponse rapide A notre lettre du 3 février 1951 nous

_. {| obligerait.

if evs
nD

Gopie certifiée conforme & l'original/tb

FOLIO NO. 68350 _

(signé) M. Bellonte,

000051
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PARIS, ic 3 févricr gsr’
9p, Boulevard du Montparnasse (VI')

Tel: Littre 58-80

Ni. BELLON?E

Chef du Bureau .“MNQunTLS.sEovRrg

%

Honeicur J.P. FOURDIZR

Inspootor Air Regilations.
Roem 44

Hontreal Airport

(GAITADA).

OBJLP: Accident dn €.$4 Canodion 6. POT.

RES re ant en

Comme suite & notre converention téldphonique on date du
1.12195, J'ai lhonnear de vouc foire connaftre ci-aprdc 1*étot
sesael do liangufte do i'necideat da 6. POULT.

Eoséxiol:

Les documente on notre poseession concernant Ltentretion de
cet avion aous ont 6t¢ commaniquéa par vos soins, on ce qui concorne
len travaux exécatés A ROMS avant le départ, et par Eonsicur CAHTUS,

Chef pilote de in Compymie CURTISS BOID, en ce qui condcorne los

travaix effectuse avant le ddpart de Kontrésl.

Tous vone entrotiendrons lors do notre prochsine rencontre
foes déclorations faites par des techniciens frangaie qui ont on

occasion da! approcher I*avion lors de see pocanges & ORLY.

Par oilicars, i'oxomen do l'épave ne pouvent avoir lion qu'on
printempa, 12 no nows sera pane ponoibdle A’ élininer comme cause

évontaellie d'necident ane adficienss du antdériel, Cotte eonniddration
roetardera is psration da rapport finel a’ enquéte.

Bavization:

On tout état de cause, one of un incident mitériel ot dtatt
produit on coure du vol (A signnlor qu’ encane émiseion radio s'on
a fait mention), 41 nfaxpliquernit pas ln ponition 4x point a? impact.

coofece
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G'eot évidorment actte darnitre conetotation qui o orioatdé

ioe travonx 4! engu8te.

22 ost tras difficile do reconchiteer la route caivie par
ifavion. Tour ponsona afexmsins, et cette hypethase oot adriouge-

nant dtayde, quo le pliste n'n pss enivi, volontairoment ou non,
ln route teposde par le plen de vol (letros, Rontéliesr, Lyon)
oS quc, pour rathroper le tempo perd an dépert de ROM) 41 a mis,
avant d'orviver & ISChES, le esp cur LYON: deo errourn de anviention
itont enouite ddroutd sur 1'OBrOU.

d'neotdent efronantique (B30 2.690 - AIG. IIE dx 9.9.47 Soction ¥
parographe 1 et 2) i'Htat d'eeeuranco ouvre ot conduit 1! onza8te.

Le yparegraphe 5 de ia mine section traite des conditions
G'ouvortare do 2 audienes publique dont le but ont a'apnorter des
élénento dinformntion 4 Ltonuite offiatelis.

dappolle votve attention cur le foit qu'il cera tnyersibie

do répondre A toutes lon questions relatives A cat nesident tent
quo l'oxanen de L'avion n'aura pu Stree exeninds. Be co fait, une
noavolle cadience publique risque 4! otro adcosnnira.

Ainol que Je vouc l'ad prieiad cu téléphone, BH. GAROUR ot
mei~méne nous rendrong co CARADA le ler mara prochain. A cot
égard unc réponse rapide & notre lettre da 3 février 1951 none

|

|
|

|

MESS hae Le Ee 3

Sonfornénont aux stendords do 1'1.G.4.0. cur ise enguStes

obligersit.

(oignd) H. Bellonte. |

Gopie cortifide conferes & 1 original /tb |
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" MINISTERE PARIS, le 3 février 1950 / Sh
DES TRAVAUX PUBLICS t

—sET DES TRANSPORTS

M, BELLONTE

Chef du Bureau NENQUETES-SECURITE
Secrétariat Général

A LtAviation &

Civile et Commerciale

Monsieur J,P. FOURNIER

Inspector Air Regulations,

DIRECTION DE LA NAVIGATION Room 44

BT DES TRANSPORTS AERIENS. Montreal Airport

mpegnsese MONTREAL. (Canada)
No 321 {DNTA. De ENQ.S

Se Geds Ce Ce

OBJET 3 Accident du C54 C.FEDN.

tm tts ton 0k or ete sem a ont cam ees

Monsieur,

Bien que les éléments de l'enquéte militent forte-
ment en faveur d'une erreur de navigation, nous estimons
qu'au cours dune audience publique la question du matériel
et de son utilisation devra Stre traitée 3 fond,

En conséquence, il me parait indispensable de
posséder, outre les renseignements que nous avons dé jd:

~ les manuels d'utilisation et consignes de

navigation,

~ tous renseignements concernant l'état du matériel:

planeur, moteurs, équipement de radio et de

navigation,

Je vous demande de bien vouloir me faire connaftre
les escales empruntées par l'avion lors de son dernier

voyage MONTREAL~ROME, ainsi que le nom des firmes chargées

des travaux a'entretien de fagon que je puisse éventuellement
procéder & une enquéte & ce sujet.

¥ heof DN \
e”

@ vce els] =
(signé) Me Bellonte,

Q 4 LIL

Copie certifiée conforme & l'original /tb

FOLIO NO. 68349 (fn,
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tga DES TRAVAUK PUBLICS
Mur DES TRANSPORTS

Secrétariat Général

‘A LiAviation

Civile et Commerciale

DIRECTION D3 LA HAVIGATION
BE DES TRANSPORTS AERIENS,

Ho mar JONTA. D. ENQ.S

SoGehe CeCe

DESER:

Monsieur,
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PARIS, le 3 février 1950 // ye

M, BELLOETE

Chef du Bureau "RIQUETES-SECURITE

&

Monsieur J.P. FOURNIER

Inspector Air Regulations,

Room 44
Hontreal Airport

be (Canafa)

Accident du 6,54 ¢,FEDN.

ment en faveur d'une erreur de navigation, nous estinons

qu'au course d'une audience publique la question du matériel

et de son utilisation devra Stre traitée & fond.

En conséquence, 11 me parait indispensable de

Bien que les éléments de l'emuSte militent forte-

posséder, outre les renseignements que novus avons dé fa:

- les manuels d'utilisation et consignes de

navigation,

~ tous renseignements concernant l'état du matériel:

planeur, moteurs, équipement de radio et de

navigation,

Je vous demande de bien vouloir me faire connaftre
les escales ompruntées par 1'avion lors de sen dernier

des travaux d'entretien de facon que je puisse éventuell ement

|

Voyage HONTREAL-ROME, ainsi que le nom des firmes chargdées

|
procéder & une emgufte 4 co sujet,

(stené) M. Bellonte.

Gopie certifide conforme & 1' original /tb

FOLIO BO. 68349
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Cher monsleur Fonteine,

Je dégire vous accuser réception de votre lettre

du 24 décembre 1960 ainsi gue votre sugrestion au sujet

de ltenquéte de Llteccident dtavion qui stest produit av

Mont Obiou, en France, et je yous en remercie infininent,

Ttapprécie hautement L*intérét que vous portez
4 ltaviation et je désire vous informer de la procédure

guivie dans les enquétes lorsqutil s*agit de ces accidents.

En conformité de la Convention internationale, le

pays dans lequel l*accident se produit est obligé de ‘nommer

une Comission d*enquéte pour établir la cause de l*tacecident.
Dans le cas présent, lfaceident s*est produit en France et.
comme suite, les autorité aéronautiques frengaises ont _
nowmé une Commission qui fait enquéte su sujet de cet accident,
Juaquté date, L*enquéte s'éteit tenue en France. Toutefois,
afin dtobtenir plus de renseignements, on cspire que le

Comeission se rendre au Canadg,za l‘icvitetion du Gouvernement

canadion, vers te milieu de ‘ler, pour compléter son enquéte.

Sincérement 4 vous,

Oria j iViiginal signed :

LIONEL CHEvaleR

¥Yonsieur Paul Fontaine

Sherbrooke, Fede

We
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FOR TRANSLATION TO FRENCH : /S. 3

5002-257

February prd, 1951.

a

Ottawa, “pedy 18

Dear Mr. Fontaine:-

I wish to acknowledge and thank you for
your letter of December 24th, 1950, and suggestion

concerning the investigation of the aircraft accident

which occurred at Mount Obiou in France.

Your interest in aviation is appreciated

and I would like to advise you of the procedure for

the investigation of such accidents.

By International Convention the country

in which an accident occurs is obligated to hold a

Board of Enquiry to determine the cause of the

accident. In this case the accident occurred in

France and as a result the French Aviation Authorities

have convened a Board of Enquiry which is conducting

the investigation into this accident. To date, the

Enquiry has been held in France. However, in order

to obtain further information, it is expected that

this Board will come to Canada at the invitation of

the Canadian government in the middle of February

to complete their investigation.

A Trey
fg O.

“
ss

f 3 b
&@ -

G «‘TEC. dle, a,

D, [7 y (Lionel Chevrier),
H Ks Minister of Transporte

Yours faithfully,

bon, |

Mr. Paul Fontaine,

Sherbrooke, P.Q-.

Phowares
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Ottawa, February 2, 1951.

* | jor

MENORANDUL. TO: A/V/M ALT. Covley

Director of Air Services

The Minister has reviewed your memorandum of January

26th and oy memorandum of January 29th relating to general

operating certification and tho position of Curtiss-Reid, and

has oxpressed hinsolf as goncrally satisfied with the information

coutuined therein.

flo has further directed that certain specific points

be ecnsidered by the Divisior as follors:-

{1) Whe desirability of establishing in written form

actual operating standards for various categories of operations

or at Least for the various categories involving large aircraft.

(2) The desirability of establishing as a requirement in

the case of Canadian non-scheduled operators employing large

aireraft and flying on international flights that the operator

should satisfy the department with reg-rd to maintenance ©

facilities outside the country where any regularity or continuity

of flight is to bo maintained to such points.

(3) The dosirability of ostabliching « regular in-flight

inspection procedure for commercial air services or at least

for commercial air services employing large aircraft whether

scheduled or non-scheduled.

(4) The desirability of continuinz the present practice

whereby 7,.C.A. flight checks uro civon by T.C.A. personnel

authorized by the department. (He was not concerned that this tas

@ bad arrangement technically or vould in any way tond to lover

standards but he was concerned that in the evont of enything

happenin:; the principle oi this might bo criticizod). I pointed

out that this could place heavy requirements on personnel in the

matter of technically competent personnel fully experience in 4-

motor aircraft work but he felt that even if this meant some

revision of our present position in thic regara it should be considered.

I assume we should discuss this with C.A.R. since I au to

speak to the Minister further on the matter in due.course,

000058
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to

The Secretary
The Honoura to the Treasury Board,
Ottana, Ontario.

‘Dear Sir:

: On November 13, 1950, a DC.4 aircraft of the Curtiss-

_ Reid Flying Services crashed dn the French Alps near Grenoble.
* /Folloving the crash a Board of Inghiry to investigate the

cireunstances of the accident was created by the French
aviation mithorities in accordance uith standard international

procedure. This Inquiry was presided over ir. If. Bellonte,
Chief of the French Air Safety Service, and Inspector J. P.
Fournier of this Department vas in attendance as official

Canadian observer.

| eubsequent iy; munerous representations have been
received from the public, and nany of these have stated or
implied that the Board vas not in a position to ascertain
certain relevant information. For this reason and in viev of

the fact that 57 Canadians lost their lives in the nishap, it
is deencd expedient to have the Board hold hearings in Canada,

at which interested parties vill have an oy ity to appear.

This may necessitate payment of various expenses such
as transportation of the tvo Court members and their attendants
to and from Canada, together vith their living and travelling
expenses while in 8 country, expenditures for court roons,
fees payable to uitnesses, etc. In this connection I may say —

the De ; vill make every attempt to utilige Departmental
facilities and personnel.

The members of the Board are expected to arrive in this
country about February 15th. ‘The length of their stay is not
knowm, but it is planned to allow one week for the despatch of
notifications to vitnosses and the assembling and oxanination of
accumiated evidence and dccuments. Following this, hearings
vonid be held first in Uontreal and then in the City of Quebec.
It is possible, therefore, that the period vill be more than
one month.

* = *=000059
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It is obviously impossible to state what the actual
expenses will amount to, in view of the uncertainty with
-Tegard to such factors as the period of time involved, the
number of witnesses te be heard, etc. It is felt, hovever,
that the overall expenditure covld very easily amount to
$5,000.00, particularly if the Department is called upon to
bear the charges for overseas travel.

In the circumstances it is respectfully requested
that approval of Treasury Board be granted to expend an amount
not exceeding $5,000.00 In comection with the visit of the
aforesaid Board of Inquiry. ,

Insofar as concerns funds to cover the proposed

commitment, it is pointed out that the required amount is not
available in the appropriation for "Control of Civil Aviation"
(Vote 499), which would appear to be the proper source, and
4t 4s therefore requested that the funds be made available
from Vote 101 "Itiscellancous and unforeseen items, etc." If
sufficient funds are not available in the latter appropriation,
they can be provided from Vote 501 “Airuays and Airports = .
Operation and Maintenance", ;

Yours very truly,

Director of Air Services.

4.
I coneur:

LIONEL CHEV ice

| Winister of Transport.
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French Board Due}
To Arrive Feb. 15)
In Air-crash Probe
Ottawa, Jan. 30—Q—A French

government board investigating the
crash of a Canadian plane that
killed 58, persons in France Nov.
13. last. will arrive in Montreal
about Feb. 15-to hold hearings in
Canada, Transport Minister Chev-}
rier: announced today.
‘The minister said hearings will

be held in Montreal and Quebec
City, on dates to be announced
later. -

The plane—the Canadian Pilgrim
—crashed into the French Alps
while carrying Canadians home .
‘after “a, Roman Catholic Holy-Year
pilgrimage to- Rome. It was oper-
ated*by Curtiss-Reid Aircraft of
Mohtreal.

ag e. * : aae :

ty: : - :

i ki. ee eb ee ee

FFB 8 oO a. nous

File 4202.- 257) x5 |
it
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French Board Due |
To. Arrive Feb. 15°
In Air-crash Probe
-- Ottawa, Jan. 30—-(—A French
¥overnmient board. investigating the
crash of a Canadian plane ~ that
killed 58 persons in France Nov.
43 last_ will arrive in Montreal
about Feb. 15 to hold hearings in
Canada, Transport Minister Chev-
rier announced today.
- Phe minister said hearings will
be held in Montreal and Quebec
City,-.on dates to be arinounced

. later. so,
t -, Phe: plane—the Canadian Pilgrim

=crashed into the French Alps
while carrying Canadians home
after a’ Roman Catholic Holy-Year
pilgrimage to’ Rome. It was oper-
ated: by Curtiss-Reid Aircraft of
Montreal: *° 7

et wee
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Ottawa, Ontario, January 30, 1951.

5002-30. Curtiss-Reid DC-4, CP-EDN - Aceident Investigation. 5002-257 (CAR)

District Controller,

Air Services,

Room 44,

Trans-Atlantic Building,

Montreal Airport, Dorval, P. Q.

Avtention; District Superintendent, Air Regulations.
1. (a) In reply to your letter dated January 26th, you are advised
that further consideration has been given to the procedure to be followed

at the time of the visit of the French Court of Inquiry to Canada and,
although translation and release of the press release, publication of the

advertisement in the press, and radio announcement is te proceed, it has
been decided not to dispatch letters to Archbishops Roy and Leger.

(b) The form that the hearing of the evidence should take has

been discussed at top level and it has been decided that, in the

circumstances, it would be preferable to hold a public hearing so that,
while final decision in the matter rests with the French Investigators,

we should recommend to them that the hearing should be public and indicate

our reasons why this should be the case; the reason being that public

would be willing to act. Should he agree,

subject in detail with Departmental officials in Ottawa.

(a) It is further considered that there is considerable merit
in a proposal that all witnesses making submissions to Mr. Fournier should

be heard rather than eliminating, in advance, any witnesses. It is felt
that to follow the latter course might create an appearance of attempting
to avoid damaging testimony and that it would be better that they should

appear before the Court and be told that their evidence was not relevant

or substantiated rather than te do this in advance. It has therefore been

agreed that the decision on this point should stand until it has been seen
what submissions Mr. Fournier receives so that their number and content may

be reviewed.

:i :
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2. fhe questions in your letter of January 26th are answered
in part by this preceding information, However, the following points may

need clarifications; references being made te the paragraphs in your letter.

“1. (a) A Visit of the Prench Investigators to these

Headquarters may be made at some time mutually

convenient to the Court and the Departmental

officials concerned. Such a meeting would not

appear to be necessary except for the interchange

of courtesies.

(ob) This procedure will not arise if there is to be a

public hearing. If the proceedings are informal,

however, there are no reasons why witnesses should
not be questioned directly by the French Investigators,

(ec) Should a public inveuhigntian tebe plate, this point
willbe covered by advice from Counsel

(a) The possibility of obtaining a bilingual stenographer

should be canvassed through the District office. If
one is not obtainable, an effort will be made to

secure the services of a suitable stenographer from

these Headquarters.

(e) Inspector Fournier should exercise reasonable diseretion
_ fn authorizing expenditures of the French Investigators

and in certifying aceounts for payment. It is understood

that the customs of France differ from those of Canada

andthat theprovision of wine and other beverages

within reason should be authorized. The provision ef

entertainment, as apart from transportation, hotel and

board, is not contemplated and, where this might appear

desireble, special authority should be obtained.

At TC “COWLEY

(A. Tv. Gowley),
Director of Air Services.

CTT/VMA
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“ THE DEPARTMENT’OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS

OTTAWA, Jamary 29, Hos: W425,

To: | Filosd0a-96) |the Defuty Minister, Department of Transport File: ———* s. <=!

K The documents/des€ribed below are attached for your information |
or for any adtj6n you consider necessary: |

Telegram No. 38 dated January 26th from the Canadian Ambassador, Paris.

Also referred to: Air Transport Board

Ee: J.A. Irwin/GM

A.D.P, HEENEY

Under-Secretary of State

for External Affairs
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FRO: ‘THE CANAPIAW AMBASSATOR, PARIS oe

TO: THE SECREVARY OF STATE FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS, CANATA

CYPHER - A
ULC

~ PARIS, January 26, 1951. ‘
(Received, January 27, 1951;

Confidential. Your telegram No. 16 of Januery 16.

Enquiry lato Curtigs~Reid accident.

1. Ministry of Foreign Affairs today inforned us that

Nr. Bellonte Presicent of the Freneh Court of Enquiry will

have to delay his visit to Cenada until the seco.ud half of

February. They will edvise us as soon as possible of the

exact date and transportation arrangements.

2. Mr. Bellonte has been in direct communication on

this matter with Mr. Fournier the representative of the

Tepartnent of Transport who attended the French hearings as 4n

observer, and they discussed the details raised in paregrash 2

of your telegram so. 16.

CANADIAN Al SASSAICR

wee
eight e

TERE

© pide:
be 8 mee
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1. Reference is made to your memorandum dated Jamary %, 1951, in
which you request certain information in respect to the clearance of the

Curtiss-Reid operation.

2. On the grant of an Air Transport Board Licence, the Air Services

Branch is responsible under the Aeronautiae Act to make a certification as

to the adequacy of the operator?s equipment and his ability to conduct a

eafe operation over the route, or in the preseribed area, Im addition, under

The Air Regulations, the Air Servicer Branch is responsible for certifying

as to the airworthiness of eireraft and licencing of pllote, navigators

and air engincere (navigetore were not required to be Licensed at the time
of the subject aceident), Subsequent to the initial inepection and iesue of
a Certificate of Airworthiness in respect ofanaireraft engaged inthe tyne

of operation concerned, the continuing airworthiness of the aircraft is

maintained by requiring the aireraft to be certified as airwerthy at least
every 30 flying hours or every 7 dsys, whichever is sooner, by an Air Encincer,

liceneed by the Department. Inaddition, the Certificate or Airworthiness
miet be renewed every twelve months and is effected only after a thorough |
inspection of the afroraft is made. Airmen licences must be revalidated at
six-month intervale by the successful passing of a medical examination, ond

Instrument Flicht Retinge et the same intervals bye reecheek in. the air.

3e withrespect to the numbered questions in your memorandun, I em
setting out below the questions as they appear in your memorandum, for ready

reference, together with the answers thereto,

Gel Ig there an examination of the equipment of an aircraft before.

it is allowed to take off on its route?
A, There ig an obligatory detailed inspection and certification

every 30 houre flying or every 7 days, whichever is the sooner.

) Normal practice ealle for a pre-flight inepeection daily.

te) — the examination?

e a) T licensed air engimer in the case of
au a by the Gertificate of "he

Ky @

red
ENTERED

ON CARDS

‘No. 3 Bldg. 000068
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(ob) By a person désignated by the operator in respectictowany
additional equipment required by the individual Operating

Certificate,

What kind of an examination 1s it?

A physical examination of the aireraft, and a shock of all
documents relative to Airworthiness,

Is there an examination made of the crew? Who makes it and
what does it sover?

Not immediately before flight, but the pilots must have valid
licences,

If the result of the examination is satiafactory what eort

of certificate is given? Let me have one,
The engineer makes a certification in the Aircraft Log Book
as to the sirworthiness of the airoraft and this entry is

endorsed by the pilot. (sample Journey and Adreraft log Book
is attached).

Is this an annual examination or are periodical checks made?
If so, what kind of cheeks are these?

See the general. statement above.

Yho decides the practice or the conditions requisite for

certifying to the airvorthiness of an sircraft?
The Controller of Civil Aviation on the joint recommendations of

the Superintendent of Air Regulations and the Chief Aeronautical
Engineer of the Department of Transport,

rg international and have they been approved
y I,C.A.

Canadian eS ee of Adrworthiness have been ascepted inter=
nationally up to date. I,C,A.0, Airworthiness Standards for
application to the ease in point have not been agreed to date,

and the question of that organization's approval does not,
therefore, arise in this case,

What is the practice in the United States, in the United Kingdom,

in other countries such as Holland, Belgium, France?

The States you mention are all members of T.CoheOy and are all
aiming to reach standards of operation, airworthiness, etc.,
which are agreed from time to time in 1.0.4.0. Since staniaris
of operation and ulirworthiness applicable to this type of

000069
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a operation have not been finally agreed by all Member States,

it is difficult to say what the current practice is in indivicual
countries, However it can be said that Canada is not lagging
behind other countries in the implementation of I,0.A.0, Standards

as they are adopted,

he | Submitted, please. |

(Re Te Cowley),
Director of Air Services.

Vr. ald wi

fo lupo per : PP resdwa47e
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@ A fe (69
Q MEMORANDUM TO A/V/M A.T. COwe ee ee ee ee ee ee YB. 38984

I have been receiving a number of

letters highly critical of the condition in which
the aircraft flown by CurtissReid was at various
stages of the journey prior to the accident. I
have given Mr. Baldwin cuts of charges made by
certain individuals in the Province of Quebec
concerning the airworthiness of the craft. These

charges, together with what might be said at the

enquiry, may well have their repercussions in the
House of Commons.

With that in mind, I would like you to

prepare for me a statement of the responsibilities

of the Air Services Branch of the Department once a

licence to operate has been granted by the Air
Transport Board. You have already told me on more than

one occasion that this particular aircraft was in

excellent condition. Does the Department exercise

supervision over the aircraft after the lst examination?
This and the following questions I should like to
have answered.

.1 - Is there an examination of the equipment of an

aircraft before it is allowed to take off on its route?

2 - Who makes the examination?
'

3 - What kind of an examination is it?

4 - Is there an examination made of the crew? \ ENTETOS
makes it and what does it cover? °

No. 3 Bids.

5 - If the result of the examination is satisfactory,
what sort of certificate is given? Let me have one,

°° 000071
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6 - Is this an annual examination or are periodical
checks made? If so, what kind of checks are these? bode

| (Stee Coe Uhl SPRL
7 = Who decides the practice or the conditions requisite
for certifying to the air worthiness of an aircraft?

8 ~ Are these conditions international and have they
been approved of by 1.C.A.0.?

9 ~ What is the practice in the United States, in
the United Kingdom, in other countries such as Holland,
Belgium, France?

Any additional information you think

might be helpful I would thank you/to add.

x

| ff

Minister,
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/ 2DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT
*

INTRA-DEPARTMENTAL CORRESPONDENCE

Rn, 44, Trans-Atlantic Administration Bldg,,

Montreal Airport, Dorval, .Que,,.Jan..26,. 1951,

— 11-48

3 PLACE

YOUR FILE BJECT Curtiss-Reid DCL CF-EDN Accident OUR FILE

. fl in France « November 13, 1950 500230

4

junsonn

Tr reaSe He "

| as whi * baa Vie
Rwy ten!JAN Oy 2" 31

5662-257 |] Filce ean

Director of Air Services,

Department of Transport,

Ottawa, Ontario,

ae

40458

le With reference to the Director of Air Services! memorandum of

January 25, 1951, your file 5002257, to Mr. J. Re Baldwin, Chairman of the

Air Transport Board, regarding the above mentioned accident, we wish to
mention that after further consideration additional points have been brought

up in which it is felt that clarification should be made to this office as

goon as possibly convenient,

Attention; Superintendent, Air Regulations

a) May we be advised if it is Headquarters! intention to have members

of the French Board of Enquiry proceed to Ottawa for meetings with

Departmental Officials and, if so, at what stage of their stay in

Canada should the visit to Ottawa be made.

b) There still exists some confusion regarding the authority of the

French Investigators to question witnesses on Canadian territory.

Therefore, should the witnesses be questioned directly by the

French Investigators or indirectly through the Canadian Departmental

Observer attached to the Board. Possibly legal advice and assistance

may be required in this case,

c) It is clearly understood that use of subpoenas is not to be made

unless absolutely necessary. Should, however, this become necessary,

it is felt that legal assistance and advice would then become

necessary unless Headquarters provides this office with definite

instructions in this connection, It has been thought that possibly

the use of Royal Canadian Mounted Police services may be made for

this purpose.
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Ae Re . Jan. 26, 1951.

d) Although it may be quite possible that the French Investigators

do not wish to make a complete record of evidence, it is felt

| that such a record should, nevertheless, be made if only for

| Departmental purposes and, therefore, it is suggested that com-~
petent bilingual stenographers of Court recording standards be

made available for the enquiry, It is our understanding that

such a stenographer may be procured from Headquarters.

e) With particular reference to Paragraph 11 of the Director of Air

Services! letter, where it is proposed that Inspector Fournier should

be given the responsibility of taking care and accounting for the

expenditures of the French Investigators during their stay in Canada,

it is requested, please, that if at all possible specific directives

- should be given in this connection, We wish to point out that

expenditures incurred by the French Investigators in what may be

considered by them in accordance with the customs of France may in

Canada fall into a category which may possibly not receive authori-

zation for payment and, therefore, it is strongly felt that this

matter should be clarified. What we specifically have in mind is

the matter of wine drinking with meals and other refreshments such
as aperitives and after dinner liqueurs. It is not believed that

the intention is to provide the French party with any form of

additional amenities but should this become the intention, definite

instructions are required, please, It is believed that the matter

of transportation after arrival of the French party in Montreal will

be taken care of by use of existing Departmental facilities and that

no additional expenditures should be necessary,

J F nier 3
for District Controller, Air Services.

JPF:AR
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§002-257

Ottawa, Ontario,

January 26th, 1951.

My, Reid H. Wilson, ia

Metropoliten Life Insurance Company,

Ottawa, Ontario.

Dear Mr. Wiisen:-

In reply to your letter of dJenusry 16th,

1951, regarding the acvident to a Curtise-Reid airereft

in France, I regret that no report is yet available as

the inquiry hes not been completed.

With reference to your query concerning

the list of passengers on the aircraft at the time of

the accident, it is suggested that you get in touch with

the above company at Cartierville, *.0., who may be able

to supply you with a» passenger list,

Yours truly,

(Ca
(c, I. Travers),

Superintendent, sir Regulations.
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT /2 4 2
INTRA-DEPARTMENTAL CORRESPONDENCE 2-50

PLAGE a

YOUR FALE SUBJECT , OUR FILE >

Curtiss-Reid Accident in France ( soo-esr
—

MEMORANDUM TO; Mr. d. R. Baldwin, 41825

Chairman,

Air Transport Board.

l. With reference to your memorandum of Janusry 18th

concerning the visit of the French Board of Enquiry to Canada,

the exact date of their arrival is not at present known but is

tentatively set for the 15th of February.

2. “With reference to item (1) of your memo, it is
suggested that the sittings of the Board will be held in

Departmental premises, which can readily be meade available, and

permit the use of Departmental transportation facilities, where

needed,

5. It is assumed that the French Board will need a few

days to discuss with the Department the questions raised in item

(5) of the Minister's memo and to peruse any documents relating to

Curtiss-Reid's operations which we may have and which the

Department may bé prepared to make available. The question of

making Departmental records available for the French Board will

require direction.

4. A draft of an announcement for the newspapers is

attached hereto and has been drawn up with the following thoughts

in mind:~

1. The Board will need preparation for the

type of evidence which may be submitted;

2. The actual date of the sittings cannot

at the moment be determined;

3. It has been ascertained from Mr. Fournier

- that the French Board's methods of investigation

are very informal, The only time notes were made

was when Mr. Campus of Curtiss-Reid was inter-

viewed by the Board, and these notes were jottings

000077
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in notebooks. No sworn or signed statements

were obtained from witnesses. However, the

Board may not wish to consider hearsay

evidence - hence the suggestion that witnesses

desirous of submitting evidence should be re-

quired to notify their intention to Mr. Fournier

at our Montreal Office and that the evidence

should be in accordance with that specified in

the draft announcement. Assistance will be given

to the Board to advise those whose evidence will

be heard of the time and place of the hearings.

It is suggested that at least five days should

elapse between the time of the Board's arrival

in Cenada and the date of the first sitting to

enable the Board to sift submissions of evidence

and notify those individuals whom they wish to

interrogate. ;

5. Letters for Archbishops Leger and Roy have been

prepared and are attached hereto for the Minister's approval and

Signature. ,

6. With reference to item (3), it is suggested that a

copy of the Press Release be sent to Cleric Bourassa in Sherbrooke.

7. With reference to item (4), a Requisition for
Encumbrance hes been made and is at present in the hands of the

Secretary for transmission to the Treasury Board for approval.

8. With reference to item (5), the procedure outlined

above will clerify the questions raised.

9. A request has been received by telephone by the

District Controller of Air Services in Montreal from Air Vice-

Marshall Ferrier to permit ICAO representation on the Board,

This may mean to be permitted to send an observer to the Board

and would require the permission of both the Minister and the

President of the French Board. It is recommended that permission

be not granted.

10. The French Board may desire to have access to

Curtiss-Reid's records, This is a point which would need clarifi-

cation by Law.

ll. It is suggested that, since Mr. J.P. Fournier was a

Canadian observer on the Board of Enquiry and will of necessity be

on constant duty with the French Board during its stay in Canada,
he should be responsible for the payment of all the expenses

000078
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incurred, drawing upon the fund provided by our Requisition for

Encumbrance, and submit an accounting in the usuel way. This is

a somewhat unusual case and some indication and direction must

be given to Mr. Fournier in the matter of the extensiveness of

expenditure, particularly on all items which might appear as

entertainment. The French authorities were very considerate of

Mr. Fournier in Paris. It is understood from Mr. Fournier that

Monsieur Maurice Bellonte, who is President of the French Board,

is in the habit of taking Madame Bellonte with him on some of his

travels and may do so in this case,

12. For the information of the Minister, Monsieur

Bellonte is to France as Lindberg is to the United States of

America. He, with Dieudonné Coste, established a long distance

record in 1929, flying non-stop from Paris to Manchuria, covering

4,911 miles. On September 2nd and 3rd, 1930, Coste and Bellonte

made the first direct Atlantic Ocean flight non-stop from Paris
to New York in a Breguet-Hispano biplane, taking off from Le

Bourget Airfield and landing at Valley Stream, Long Island, New

York. The flight took 37 hours and 18 minutes. Coste and

Bellonte then went to Dallas, Texas, and won the $25,000.00 prize

offered by Colonel W. E. Easterwood for the first flight Paris-

Dallas. For these and other endeavours in aviation, it is under-

stood that Monsieur Bellonte has received several decorations,

including certain Orders of the Legion of Honour.

13. For the further information of the Minister, it

appears that Monsieur Bellonte is Chief of the Bureau 'Enquéte s~
Sécurité! of the French Ministry of Transport, and that investige-

tion by this Bureau is by members of the Bureau designated by

Monsieur Bellonte and not by ministerially appointed boards as we

know them in Canada.

fy: 7 lorsbo,
(A. T. Cowley),

Director of Air Services.
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DEPART MENT OF TRANSPORT Z 3/ 2
INTRA-DEPARTMENTAL CORRESPONDENCE 2-50

_ Obbawa, danvary.24,. 1951. 2
PLACE DATE

YOUR FILE SUBJECT OUR FILE

Accident to Douglas C-54 5002-257

Ay ty

4 ¢ od Jt :

MEMO TO THE SECRETARY, Department of Transport:

Li, With reference to the visit of the French

Board of Inquiry created to investigate the circum-

stances of the accident to CF-EDN (Canadian Pilgrim)
which crashed in France on November 13, 1950, your atten-

tion is directed to memorandum from Mr. J. R. Baldwin

dated January 18th, and item 4 thereof,

Re The costs to which the Minister referred in

item 4 are outlined in the minute one folio below Mr,

Baldwin's memorandum, In compliance with Mr. Allen's

suggestion, a requisition for encumbrance in the amount

of $5,000. (Treasury¥30970) has been raised, The French
Board of Inquiry is expected to arrive about February

15th and in order that funds may be immediately available

for its accommodation, may the submission to Treasury

Board be expedited, please.

Gf.
(A. T. Cowley),
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me DATE once cccccsseeeneseeeeseee

bey DEPT. NO... ccccccccssseeeeee eee’

( DATE. ooo cc cccccccseneseeeessetectrereneee
TO BE PR EE Bee

¢ i

CHARGED rreas. No. Osh ¢ U
AGAINST

| DATE. .ooiiecccscseeesssseceesseescessaaeter

To COMPTROLLER OF THE TREASURY:

APPROVAL. IS SOUGHT FOR THE ASSUMING OF AN ENCUMBRANCE IN RESPECT OF THE FOLLOWING:

° DESCRIPTION OF CONTRACT, AGREEMENT OR UNDERTAKING IN RESPECT OF WHICH ESTIMATED QE-
‘ ENCUMBRANCE IS SOUGHT (ATTACH DOCUMENTS, PAPERS OR OTHER DETAILS WHERE NECESSARY) At AMOOTNTT

e Encusbrance for 8.C. re Boord of Enquiry into Curbiss-lieid
aircraft accident in Prance, Novorbor 13, 1950. 3,006 00

Fo covor toste of transporting the eourt end ita attendants to
and fron Caneda end ai] their living oxpencos while thoy sre hone,

plus court rooms, witness fees, ote.

® LL wai So02- 267

TOTAL ecscecessesieeres

DEPARTMENTAL CERTIFICATES TREASURY DEPARTMENT CERTIFICATES

AUTHORITY REQUESTED w. CORRECT FOR ENCUMBRANCE IN AN AMOUNT OF
Original Signed by

ds S. TRACY (TITLE) Boveterrcerrterttessereseesrsiecreenceancereeneeetiteetecansenngt

RECOMMENDED cee Se GPT,

\s _ olka... (TITLE)
ATITLE) CERTIFIED

’

APPROVED

DEPUTY MINISTER FOR COMPTROLLER OF THE TREASUROO0081
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AIR SERVICES BRANCH

© DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT

TRAFFIC CLEARANCES DELIVERED

2552

1-46

Date. cece cece ceesneeeeeescneeseeeceasneenenseasen snes

AIR CARRIER R.C.A.F U.S ITIN.

1 31 61 91 1 31 61 1%31*} 1 31
2 32 62 92 2 32 62 2 32 2 32

3 33 63 93 3 33 63 3 33 3 33

4 34 64 94 4 34 64 4°34. |. 4 34

5 35 65 95 5 35 65 5. 35 N° 5 35

6 36 66 96 6 36 66+} 6 36 | 6 36
7 37 67 97 7 37 67 7 37 7 37

8 38 68 98 8 38 68 8 38 | 8 38

9 -39. 69> 99.] 9 39 69 9 39 9 39

10. 40 70 100N| 10 40°70 | 10 40 | 10 40

11 41 71 101 ) 11 41 71 11 41 11 41

12 42 72 102 12 42 72 | 12 42 | 12 42

13 43 73 103 | 13 43 \73 | 13 43 | 13 43
(14844 «74 «104, | 14 44 74./.14 44 | 14 44
15, 45 75 105°] 15 45-75 | 15 45 Sfo15 45
16°46 76 106 | 16 46 76 | 16 46 | "16 46

17 47 77 107 | 17 47 77 | 17 47 4 17 «47

18 48 78 108 | 18 48 «78 | 18-48 |\18 48

19 49 79 109 | 19449 \9or}~19 49 | M9 49°
20 50 80 110 | 20 ‘50 80 | 20 so | 20 50
21 51 81 111 | 22 51 81 21 51 | 21 51

22 52 82 112 22 52 82 | 22 52 | 22 52

23 53 83 113 | 23 53 83 | 23 53 | 23 53

24 54°84 114-1, 24 54.84 24 54 24 54

25 55 85°115 | 25 55 85 | 25 55_| 25 55

26 F116 | 26 56 86 | 26 56 | 26 56

27 Meeps? 117 | 27 57 87 | 27 57 | 27 57

28 58" 88 118 | 28 58 88 | 28 58 | 28 58

29 59 89 119 | 29 59 89 | 29 59 | 20 Ka

30 60 90 .120 | 30 60 90 | 30 60 | 000084
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a TRANSLATION

= MS LIBERTY EQUALITY FRATERNITY

Ey FRENCH REPUBLIC

' PARIS

DIRECTION OF ECONOMIC

AND FINANCIAL AFFAIRS

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs present their

compliments to the Canadian Embassy and have the honour to state

the following:

Through Note No. 432 dated Dec. 12, this Embassy

informed the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the wish of the

Canadian Government that the French Government send to Canada

the Members of the French Commission of Inquiry which

investigated the accident that occurred to the aircraft DC.4 of

the Curtiss Reid Airlines at Mont Obiou on Nov. 15, 1950.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs have the honour

to inform the Canadian Embassy that the French Government thank

the Canadian Government for this invitation which will be kept

by Mr. Bellonte, Chief of "Service Enquétes-Sécurite", Department

of Public Works, Transport and Tourist Trade (Secretariat

General, Civil and Commercial Aviation) and President of the

Commission of Inquiry, and Mr. Carour, Engineer of Air Navigation

and Rapporteur of the said Commission. They ont to arrive in

Canada during the second half of January.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs would be grateful

to the Canadian Embassy if they would advise them if this date

is agreeable to the Canadian Government./.

Yours,etc.

( INITIALLED)

Stamped

Jan. 2, 1951.

CANADIAN EMBASSY

IN PARIS
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translation (COPY)
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Ay

LIBERTY #QUALITY FRATERNITY

FRENCH REPUBLIC

MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS PARIS

PROTOCOL

HIS £EXCELLENCY

GENERAL GEORGE P, VANIER

AMBASSADOR OF CANADA

IN PARIS

Dear Sir,-

I wish to thank you for your letter expressing

your gratitude for the assistance given by the French

| authorities at the time of the air catastrophy which so

crually affected the Canadian families whose members met death

at Mont Obiou.

I wish to state that I conveyed this mark of

sympathy to Messrs. the Prefets of Isere and Hautes-Aples

which will be greatly appreciated by them./.

Yours, ete.

for the Minister

(signed for)

MINISTER PLENIPOTENTIARY

Chief of Protocol Service

Jan. 2, 1951.
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Ottava, January 23, 1951.

REGISTERED

fr, Uilfrid Desjardins, K.C.,
Barrister & Solicitor,

81 St. Peter Street,

Quebec 3 P.Q.

Dear Sir,

As requested in your letter of January 17,

1951, ve are enclosing a copy of Operating Certificate

No.970 which was issued to Curtiss-Reid Flying Service,

Limited, to cover their International Non-Scheduled

Charter Conmercial Air Service,

Our delay in replying to your request is

regretted,

Yours truly,

(Cc, T. Travers),
Suverintendent, Air heguletions.

Enel. , ~
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5002-257 DS

Ottawa, .

January 20, 1951.

Vernon F. C. Hardy, Eaqe,y
42 St. Georges,

White Lion Road,

Amersham Common, __

Bucks, England. .

Dear Sir;

In answer to your request for information

concerning the financial position of the widow of the

late Roderick MacIsaac, we are pleased to forward a copy

of a letter received from the Crown Trust Company, Montreal, —

Quebec.

Yours truly, ,

| ‘ (Cc. T. Travers),
Encl. Superintendent, Air Regulationa,

HWF/VMA

000088
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an i. (2 JEXT. 67

THE DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS = >.,2% 2:

re otmia fee
|

“631 |The Chairman, Air Transport Board - waNee KM. 151
The documents described below are attached for your intdlgatiar 00 2-254
li for any action you consider necessary: Passenger Feotiteresss Se

paced ty Nona Airport. 49586
les v Form Despatch No. 41 from Paris dated January 10,1951

Soeo> an referred to: Letter from the FrenchmMinistry of Foreign
rt Affa:‘irs (Protocol) to the Ambassador, dated

January 2, 1951 (Curtis Reid Air Crash and
enquiry relating thereto)

OTTAWA, January

To:

Note from the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs

(Direction des affaires Economiques et
J.A. TXWIN/LSTA Financieres) dated January 6.1951.

Under-Secretary of State

ENTERED

ON CARDS for External Affairs

No. 8 Bidg. 000090
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MINISTERE LIBERTE EGALITE FRATERNITE
DES

REPUBLIQUE FRANCAISE

Becrron DES AFFAIRES ECONOMEQUES PARIS Jer
ET FINANCIERES

Le Ministére des Affaires Etrangéres présente
ses compliments A l1'Ambassade du Canada et a 1'Honneur

de lui exposer ce qui suit:

Par note No. 452 en date du 12 décembre, cette
Ambassade a bien voulu faire part au Ministére des Affaires

Etrangéres du désir du Gouvernement canadien de voir le
gouvernement francais <nvoyer au Canada les membres de la

commission dtenquéte francaise qui a eu A connaftre de
ltaccident survenu le 15 novembre 1950 au Mont Obiou 4

ltavion DC.4 de la Compagnie Curtiss Reid Airlines.

Le Ministére des Affaires Etrangéres a 1'honneur
de faire savoir & ltAmbassade du Canada que le Gouvernement

frangais remercie le Gouvernement canadien de cette invi-

tation a laquelle se rendront M. Bellonte, Chef du Service
Enquétes-Sécurité au Ministére des Travaux ,Publics, des
Transports et du Tourisme (Secrétariat Général 4 1'Aviation
Civile et Commerciale) et Président de la Commission
dtenquéte, et M. CAROUR, Ingénieur de la Navigation Aérienne
et Rapporteur de ladite Commission: Les intéressés envisagent
dtarriver au Canada dans la deuxiéme quinzaine de janvier.

Le Ministére des Affaires Etrangéres serait
reconnaissant 4 ltAmbassade du Canada de bien vouloir lui
faire savoir si cette date agrée au Gouvernement canadien
et saisit cette occasion pour lui renouVeler les assurances

s s , s J

de sa trés haute considération./,

(Initialled)
Stamped

& janvier 1951

AMTBASSADE DU CANADA

A PARIS

000091
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— MINISTERE LIBERTE EGALITE FRATE@NITE

om —CséD’ES |
AFFAIRES ETRANGERES REPUBLIQUE FRANCAISE

PARIS ) o/
PROTOCOLE

Monsieur lLtAmbassadeur

Je vous remercie de la lettre par

. laquelle vous avez bien youlu exprimer votre gratitude

pour le concours apporté par les autorités francaises

& ltoceasion de la catastrophe aérienne qui a atteint

si cruellement les familles canadiennes dont les

membres ont trouvé la mort dans le massif de 1'Obion.

Je tiens 4 vous dire que je n'ai pas manqué

de porter A la connaissance de MM. les Préfets de l'Isére

et des Hautes-Alpes ce témoignage de sympathie auquel ils

seront trés sensibles./.

Veuillez agréer, Monsieur 1'Ambassadeur, les

assurances de ma tres haute considération.

pour le Ministre

(signed for) >

LE MINISTRE PLFNIPOTENTIATRE

Chef du Service du Protocole

2 janvier 1951 |

SON EXCELLENCE |

MONSIEUR LE GENERAL GEORGE P. VANIER ;

AMBASSADEUR DU CANADA A PARIS.
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT ° /?0 2

INTRA-DEPARTMENTAL CORRESPONDENCE 9-48

Ottawa, January 18, 1951.

YOUR FILE

5002-257

SUBJECT. - OUR FILE

Curtiss-Reid accident in France

bY :

MEMORANDUM TO: 4/V/M 4.7. Cowley BPA?
Director of Air Services

Re: French Board of Inouiry and attached file

This was discussed at some length this morning with

the Minister who has decided that we should take the following

steps at once.

(1) Prepare specific programme for clearance with French

Board including places and dates of sittings; draft announcement

for the newspapers and list of newspapers in which announcement

should appear.

(2) Prepare for his signature personal letters to Archbishops

Leger and Roy (Montreal & Quebec), to be sent as soon as details

of time and place are known, informing them of the hearing.

(3) Insure that copy of notice of hearing is sent directly

from the Civil Aviation Division to the Cleric Qourassa in
Sherbrooke.

(4) Proceed as indicated in matter of costs.

(5) Agree among ourselves for discussion with French Board

of Inquiry on advice we should offer with regard to nature of

evidence to be admitted. Presumably this will be governed by the

rules of procedure of the French Board. If possible he felt

Fournier should ascertain and advise us on what these rules of

procedure are.

In particular he thought that the question of hearsay

evidence should come up and that we should have some understanding

in advance as to how it was to be treated. Normally this is not

admitted in any judicial proceeding. In this particular case

while the French rules of procedure must apply, he did not wish

any public impression to be created of refusing to admit evidence

or hear complaints and he felt this problem would have to be

discussed with the members of the French Board so that this

impression would be avoided.

rt he felt that individuals might bring forwardFurther, e individuals mig ing Ww 000093
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ji

evidence purporting to relate to the actual safety of

operation of Curtiss-Reid which might be dubious under rules

of procedure in not relating to the particular flight when -

the accident took place but to other times and places. He

felt that perhaps there might be some informal agreement to

rule out any such evidence which did not relate to the actual

flight or to operations in the period immediately proceeding,

e.g. the two or three weeks before the accident.

You may wish to get hold of Fournier and have him

come up for preparation of material in accordance with the

foregoing. I will be glad to discuss it with you whenever you

wah y"

J. R. Baldwin.

Wy wer! 7 aubfn etme a yortirte

ake ab Ay An eeey

CAR be ertorl t Oftawa . bed WwMs hwe Lp Fourier rtf ‘ole ate 7

ogt procedure Kk be fllewed WA
wnticafed i memo. above - “gf

, Ja Vy
CP ane (rams Fire wis wl he \one Tur ‘on 2x"

Va ae vl.ee,
“
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METROPOLITAN LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY

FREDERICK H.ECKER, Chairman of the Board

Leroy A. LINCOLN, President
CANADIAN HEAD OFFICE

OTTAWA, CANADA

January 18, 1951

Re: Curtiss Reid Aircraft CF-EDN Crash - France

~- November 13, 1950

| TRANSPORT - RECORDS

JAN 49 PAR. 1951
Mr. C. T. Travers

Superintendent, Air Regulations

Civil Aviation Division

Department of Transport

Ottawa, Ontario

Dear Mr, Travers:

I wonder if you have obtained a copy

of the report concerning the accident which you hoped

to get from your representative attending the proceed-

ings of the Court of Inquiry. Could a copy of this

be made available to us?

Would you tell us how we could obtain

a copy of the passenger list, or alternatively assurance

that the following persons were on the passenger list for

the ill-fated trip.

Clermont, Odila Paquet, J. Oscar

Giroux, Paul E. Pelletier, Arthur

Maroulis, Stratos Provencher, J. Antoine

Michaud, Alice M, Timmons, Ernest

Michaud, Alphonse

Yours sincerely,

TenrercoJo on CARDS
Reid H. Wilson No. 8 Bide.

Section Head

RHW/P Claim Division

fi

000095
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S
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT } BY 2

4-48

~ OFFICE SERVICES BRANCH o

. _ REFERENCE SLIP - |

FILE NUMBER 2 O-2~ 2 5” 7 seria. NUMBER_. FIFAF 3

CHARGED 12th Mabdswrtra fh Tore _)D-f
DATE ROUTED To INITIALS DATE

(1) @) yY @)

a2o-s| A.

ae 2 a.
INITIAL. COLUMN 3 TO ENSURE EFFICIENT DISTRIBUTION SERVICE. COLUM HOULD

SHOW DATE DOCUMENT LEFT YOUR OFFICE. USE COLUMN 2 FOR ADDITIONAL NCES.

THIS FORM WILL BE DESTROYED WHEN PAPERS ARE BEING FILED. THE eee

ATTACHED DOCUMENT SHOULD BEAR YOUR INITIALS AS WELL AS ALL MINUTES 0 000097
OF A PERMANENT NATURE.
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| . //
. de yx . [Tp ir 8. oba} |
a UL THE DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS — |

JAN 19 1951

c* OTTAWA, January 18, 2952 5

Te ‘rieSDL 257
The Minister of Transport (Air) =

Tne documents descriked below are attached for your information 89443

or for any action you consider necessary: Passenger facilities

at Nandi Airport. = So

————"g
Aliso referred to:

A.D.P. HRENEY

wMier-Secretary of State

J. A. Irwin-lsta for Fxternal Affairs

000098
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NMS

LIBERTY EQUALITY FRATERNITY L-

/MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS FRENCH REPUBLIC / J

PARIS

DIRECTION OF ECONOMIC

AND FINANCIAL AFFAIRS

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs present their compliments

to the Canadian Embassy and have the honour to state the following:

Through Note No, 432 dated Dec, 12, this Embassy informed

the Ministry of Foreien Affairs of the wish of the Canadian Government

that the French Government send to Canada the Members of the French

Commission of Inquiry which investigated the accident that occurred

to the aircraft DC,4 of the Curtiss Reid Airlines at Mont Obiou on

Nov, 15, 1950,

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs have the honour to inform

the Canadian Embassy that the French Government thank the Canadian

Government for this invitation which will be kept by Mr, Bellonte,

Chief of "Service Enquétes-Sécurité", Department of Public works,

transport and Tourist Trade (Secretariat General, civil anda Commercial

Aviation) and President of the Commission of Inquiry, and Mr, Carour,

Engineer of Air Navigation and Rapporteur of the said Commission, They

expect to arrive in Canada during the second half of January,

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs would be grateful to the

Canadian Embassy if they would advise them if this date is agreeable to

the Canadian Government./,

Yours, etc,

(Initial led)

Stamped

Jan, 2, 1951,

CANADIAN EMBASSY

IN PARIS

000100
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MS

2. LIBERTY EQUALITY FRATERNITY
y) Jf

’ FRENCH REPUBLIC

MIFISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS PARIS

PROTOCOL

HIS EXCELLENCY

GENERAL GEORGE P, VANIER

AMBASSADOR OF CANADA

IN PARIS

Dear Sir,-

I wish to thank you for your letter expressing your oo

gratitude for the assistance given by the French authorities at the

time of the air catastropny which so cruelly affected the Canadian

families whose members met death at Mont Obiou,

I wish to state that I conveyed this mark of sympathy |

to Messrs, the Prefets of Isére and Hautes-Alpes which will be

greatly appreciated by them./.

|

Yours, etc,

for the Minister

(signed for)

MINISIER PLENIPOTE:.TIARY

Chief of Protocol Service

Jan, 2, 1951.
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-, ‘BY AIR BA ATRa | nner’ ‘CATS CANADIAN EMBASSY

Ay. PARIS, January 10, 1951
i “ 

. 
ot

_ No. ¥/ / le |

To the Secretary of State for External Affairs, |
Ottawa. . °

I transmit herewith 2 copies of the document(s)

listed below. | :

R. M. Macdonneli |

(For the Ambassador)

DOCUMENTS AND DATE SUBJECT

Letter from the French Hinistry of Curtiss Reid air crash and
Foreign affairs (Protocol) to the enquiry relating th .Ambassador, dated January 2, 1951, my ne thereto
Hote from the French Hinistry of
Poreign Affairs (Direction des
Affaires Economiques et Finaneieres),

dated January 2, 1951,

000102
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FCL/AR, |

. a - LIBERTE EGALITE PRATERNITH Dy

MINISTERE REPUBLIQUE FRANCAISE |

DES

AFFAIRES ETRANGERES
PARIS

DIRECTION DES AFFAIRES ECONOMIQUES

ET FINANCIERES

Le Ministere des Affaires Etrangéres. présente
ses compliments & l'Ambassade du Canada et a ilthonneur de Lui

exposer ce qui suit :

Par note No,432 en date au 12 Décembre, cette
Ambassade a bien voulu faire part au Ministere des Affaires
Etrangeres du désir du Gouvernement canadien de’ voir le Gouverne-~
ment francais envoyer au Canada les membres de la commission

dtenquete francaise qui aeua connaitre de l'taccident survenu
le 15 Novembre 1950 au Mont Obiou a l'avion DC.4 de la Compagnie

Curtiss Reid Airlines,

Le Ministere des Affaires Btrangeres a
l'honneur de faire savoir a l'Ambassade du Canada que le

Gouvernement francais remercie le Gouvernement canadien de

cette invitation a laquelle se rendront M, Bellonte, Chef

du Service Enquetes-Sécurité au Ministere des Travaux Publics,

des Transports et du Tourisme (Secrétariat Général a

l‘Aviation Civile et Commerciale) et Président de la
Commission dtenquete, et M, CAROUR, Ingénieur de la
Navigation Aériemne et Rapporteur de ladite Commission,
Les intéressés envisagent d'arriver au Canada dans la

deuxiéme quinzaine de Janvier,

Le Ministere des Affaires Etrangerea serait
reconnaissant 4 l'ambassade du Canada de bien vouloir lui
faire savoir si cette date agrée au Gouvernement canadien
et saisit cette occasion pour Lui renouveler les assurances
de sa tres haute considération./,

(Initialled)
Stamped

2 JAW 1951

AMBASSADE DU CANADA

A_PARIS

000103
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’ “wR/HP JH
. LIBERTE EGALITE FRATERNITE

| ‘MINISTERE
DES REPUBLIQUE FRANCAISE

AFFAIRES ETRANGERES

PARIS

PROTOCOLE

Monsieur 1 'Ambassadeur

+. te

wes

Je vous remercie de la lettre par laquelle

vous avez bien voulu exprimer votre gratitude pour le

concours apporté par les autorités francaises a

l'occasion de la catastrophe aérienne qui a atteint

ei cruellement les familles canadiennes dont les membres
ont trouvé la mort dans le massif de 1'Obion,

se tiens a vous dire que je n'ai pas manqué

de porter a la connaissance de MM. les Préfets de l'Iseére

et des Hautes-Alpes ce témoignage de sympathie auquel ils

seront trés sensibles,/,

Veuillez agréer, Monsieur l'ambassadeur, les

assurances de ma tres haute’ considération,

pour le Ministre

(signed for)

LE MINISTRE PLENIPOTENTIAIRE
Chef du Service du Protocole

SON EXCELLENCE : (2 JAN 1951
ogee a,

MONSIEUR LE GENERAL GEORGE P. VANIER , L& Trans
o Mm?

AMBASSADEUR DU CANADA A PARIS

000104
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-—~- = | pT CONFIDENTIAL 0

_% THE DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS

OTTAWA, January 17, 1951

The documents described below are attached for your information

or for any action you consider necessary:

Copy of 16 to Faris.

Also referred to: ‘

Me
5 Under-Secretary of State

é for External Affairs
EXT. 67

. 000106
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EXT. 97.

MESSAGE FORM | | rn REF.

OUTGOING

SECURITY CLASSIFICATION

CONPIDEANTAL

FROM: THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS, CANADA

esceietes brn —p : PLICATIC”

Message To Be Sent

EN CLAIR

CODE

CYPHER Alimal x

Degree of Priority

cece ee A EE gee

Local Tel. ........3926..........

APPROVED BY

Typed: AR. Plunptre...

Is This Message

Likely To Be Published

Yes ( ) No ( )

Internal Distribution:

U.S.c.EA,

No. ff Date /

Copies Referred To:

Transport

A oT oBe

DONE oie cceeeeeceeeessessenenneeeeees

Date ooo.ccccccccsssscssesseessssoesanscsessees

49-P-274-100M

For Communications Office Use Only

MENT ~~ JAN 7 ¢ 196)
Jamusry ¥5, 1951

Your Telegran Ne. 3 of January 4th,

1951. Inquiry into CurtioseRoid Accidont.

1. Second half of January will bo convenient

for visit of French Court of Inquiry. Pleaso lot

us have as soon as possible details of thoir travol

arrangoncnts.

26 Also pleaso advise thethor tho Court has

considered where and whon thoy vould like to hold

sittings in Cencda. If thoy havo not, ropoat not,

would they wish uc to arrange these or vould they

profer to leave tho question for diseucsion after

thoir arrival?

36 Text of a press reloaso on tho visit vill

be forverded by bag.

SECRETARY 0% STATE

#OR EXTERIAL ACFAIRS

000107 4
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bong ge:vest eee ed cleo \

“Wailfrid Desjardins,K.c. |

“BARRISTER & SOLICITOR ! JAN 20 1951

81 “sty AR Jan. 17th 1951. “Fite, $602- 254
QUEBEC

C. Travers, Esq.,

Superintendent Air Regulations G54 8

Department of Transport, Bldg No. 3, 3501
OTTAWA.

Dear Sir:-

Would you be kind enough to send

me copy of the operating certificate of the

Curtiss-Reid plane, which crashed in France?

I thank you in anticipation for

all your trouble.

Yours very truly,

ce ‘ 2 . <> ‘PI me M4 es

WILFRID DESJARDINS,

WD/MAR.

000108



Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act
4 . , , yo :

Document divulgué en vertu de Ia Loi sur l’accés a V'informatign
7

8

-



“*

vt

~—

Ak

REPLY TO BE ADDRESSED TO:

EXTERNAL AFFAIRS CONFIDENTIAL * .
i CANADA

: 
e

THE UNDER-SECRETARY OF STATE

FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS r
OTTAWA

Note.

Vn tents Leere Aes tan~s-Ced jes CARDS
Leo the &r

e

OTTAWA, January 15, 1951.

The Deputy Minister,

Department of Transport (Air Services) ,
Ottawa. Cg ee

With reference to your lettér of January 10th,

1951, concerning the proposed visit to Canada of the
French Court of Inquiry in the recent Curtiss-Reid air-

eraft accident, I enclose copy of a telegram of today's |

date to our Embassy in Paris. You will note that we have

asked for details of the Court's travel arrangements

and for certain other information concerning their plans

while in Canada.

With respect to paragraph 3 of your letter of

January 10th, we will be glad to arrange for hotel accommo-

dation for the members of the Court of Inquiry. As for

‘ether -arrangements concerning their reception, we doubt

whether this Department need be involved, since governmental

" relations with ¢he Court of Inquiry, while in Canada, will

presumably be maintained through your Department or perhaps

through the Air Transport Board. If you agree, we will

leave the question of reception arrangements to be settled

between yourself and the Chairman of the Air Transport

Board.

° |
eae
ENTERE

BQirwal Ow Ctx No. 3 Bidg.
ciel! Ba Gag Sy

Cnn FE. VT ewan
.P, Heeney,

Ne foollet a Stew Poe anmneey « Under-Secretary of State
for External Affairs.

a Vinformation

000110
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/9 EXT. 97.

MESSAGE FORM

OUTGOING

FILE REF. |

SECURITY CLASSIFICATION

CONFIDENTIAL

FROM: THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS, CANADA

THE CANADIAN AMBASSADOR TO FRANCE, PARIS

Message To Be Sent

EN CLAIR

CODE

CYPHER xX

Degree of Priority

Gig cccccscsescsecesecseneenees

Div. occ Eeonomic.........

Local Tel. ......... 39 26. seceusaeeee

APPROVED BY

Typed: .AFW..Plumptre...

Is This Message

Likely To Be Published

Yes ( ) No ( )

Internal Distribution:

U.S.S5S.E.A.

Copies Referred To:

Transport

aeleB.

49-P-274-100M

For Communications Office Use Only

January 15, 1951

Your Telegram No, 3 of January 4th,

1951. Inquiry into Curtiss-Reid Accident.

1. Second half of January will be convenient

for visit of French Court of Inquiry. Please let

us have as soon as possible details of their travel

arrangements.

2. Also please advise whether the Court has

considered where and when they would like to hold

sittings in Canada. If they have not, repeat not,

would they wish us to arrange these or would they

prefer to leave tho question for discussion after

their arrival?

36 Text of a press release on the visit vill

be forwarded by bag.

*

SECRETARY OF STATE

FOR TXTERUAL AFFAIRS
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT fo 22
11-48

INTRA-DEPARTMENTAL CORRESPONDENCE

Rm, 44, Trans-A4tlantic Administration Bldg.,

Montreal Airport, Dorval, que.,.Jan,..15,..1951.
PLACE

YOUR FILE — SyBsEcT OUR FILE

50024257 -(CAR) 500230

[renrspace Ly

|

; Fite 566 2-25 7 |
Director of Air Services,

Department of Transport,

Ottawa, Ontario,

Attention; Superintendent, Air Regulations ,
a , 39145

~ 1. Reference ia made to your letter of December 27,
1950, forwarding to this office an enquiry submitted by the Civil
aviation and Communications Attache, at London, regarding the Widow

of Roderick MacIsaac victim in the air crash of DC4 CF+EDN on

November 13, 1950, in the French Alps,

26 In this connection, please find attached a copy

of a letter received from the Crown Trust Company which will be found
self-explanatory.

P, Fournier,

for District Controlier, pir Services.

JPF:AR

ENnCe

000112
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C af

D - / g fo

A . CROWN TRUST COMPANY

January 10, 1951.

Mr. J. P. Fournier,

Room 44,

TransAtlantic Bldg.,

Dept. of Transport,

Dorval Airport, Que.

Dear Mr. Fournier:

Re; Estate Roderick M. Macisaac

As requested during our recent telephone conversation

we Wish to advise that our Company is acting as Agent for the estate of

the late Roderick MacIsaac, and in turn assisting Mrs. MacIsaac with her

own affairs, To the fest of our knowledge she is not a charge of the

State and not in immediate need of financial assistance.

Yours faithfully,

(sgd) H. F. Kerrigan,

Manager

000114
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a FD 03AE ae

Anat efi) to Memorandum January 15, 1951,

It is recommended that we proceed

in conformity with the following assumptions

Procedures That the French Court

will lay down its own procedures, but

that witnesses will be sworn in and if
necessary subpoenad by an accredited

representative of DOT, This may necessi-

tate appointing Inspector Fournier

a one man board of inquiry to work with

the French Court in carrying out these
duties,

Costs That DOT will pay costs of
transporting the court and its attendants
to and from Canada and all their living
expenses while they are here, plus court

rooms, witness fees, etc. As soon as the
size of the group coming to Canada is know
an effort will be made to estimate the cost
and authority of Treasury to make the
necessary expenditure will be sought,

Mr, Allan recommends that we ask for an
arbitrary sum, say $5,000.00 in case
expense accounts start to come in soon

after the court arrives in Canada as seems
quite possible,

itinerary That it be suggested
to the court to hold a preliminary sitting
in Montreal and their final sitting in
Quebec City, unless the court itself has
made other arrangements,

a Ie ig

Ln. baldwin
were - >
For Lons/Gevation he ;

OY ;
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YOUR FILE

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT /0 ax” 2
INTRA-DEPARTMENTAL CORRESPONDENCE 2-50

_ Ottawa,..Ontario,..January.15,..1951........

Visit of the French Court of Enquiry to Canada. 5002-257 (CAR)

BPS 32
MEMORANDUM FOR FILE:

1. With reference to folio below and the D.A.3.'s letter of

January 10, 1951, the undersigned calied Mr. Irwin regarding the visit

of the French Court of Enauiry.

2. Mr. Irwin, who had not received the letter, agreed to send

a cablegram to the Canadian Embassy requesting prompt advice of the date

of arrival of the French representatives,

3. Mr. Irwin believed that the cost of this visit would be

borne by the Department of Transport and suggested that we might therefore

wish to make hotel reservations ourselves but that External Affairs would

be glad to assist if space was not immediately available,

he , A further announcement of the dates on which the Court of

Enquiry will hold its hearings will be prepared as soon as this information

is available but it is requested that instructions may be given on the

procedure to be followed at such hearings since the reference to admission

of the public and advertisements in the Montreal and Quebec City newspapers

suggests a different procedure from that of a Departmental Board of Enquiry.

Be In the above connection, it may be mentioned that Mr. Wilfrid

Desjardins, K.C., of 81 St. Peters Street, Quebec, who is acting for families

of deceased piligrims, visited this office last week and appeared to be

extremely anxious to co-operate in any further proceedings. He had taken

steps to preserve all records and documents, forwarded to the Liaison

authorities from France, in the Court House at Quebec and has taken this

step to prevent their misuse by unauthorized persons. It might therefore

be desirable to hold the hearings in Quebec City after a preliminary

investigation of the records had been made in Montreal by the Court of

Enquiry. It is suggested that the A.T.B. would also be consulted for

assistance in making suitable arrangements for a hearing of these sbatements

and presentation of documentary evidence,

A(c. T. Travers),

Superintendent, Air Regulations.

CTT/VMA . 000116
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MINUTE TO: DIRECTOR OF AT? SERVICES }o
} ne. Cece= | It has been suggested, by the Minister's

Secretary, that the Minister himself might be
interested in this agreement to the second half of
January for the opening of the French Court of
Enguiry in Canada.

(C. T. Travers),
Superintendent, Air Regulations,

Sb. Fi Buyin

5 char before PACS © yoy
oe t ‘ty
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5002-257

danuary 10, 1951.

Dear Sirs

In reply to your letter of January 6, 1951, enclosing

Telegram No. 3 of January 4th, from the Canadian Ambassador in
Paris, you are advised that the second half of January will be
convenient for the visit of the French Court of Inquiry te Canada
in connection with the recent Curtiss-Reid accident,

Inspector J, P. Fournier will be instructed to hold
himself in readiness to continue in his capacity of Observer
and to prepare, as far as possible, for the visit of the Court,

It would be appreciated if suitable arrangements could
be made for hotel accommodation and the reception of the French
officials who, it is understood, showed every consideration to

Mr. Fournier, the Canadian representative, during his visit to

France.

As requested, enclosed, herewith, is a copy of the Press
Release — the forthcoming visit of the French Court of

Enquiry.

Yours faithfully,
original © Signe e

d uy. 3

A 7. C COWLES

oo (A. T. Cowley),

Rnel. Director of Air Services.

The Under-Secretary of State

for External Affairs,

Ottawa, Ontaric.

WVG/VMA
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REPLY TO BE ADDRESSED TO:

THE UNDER-SECRETARY OF STATE

FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS

OTTAWA

Tos The Deputy Minister,

Department of Transport (Air. Services),
Ottawa.

Enclosed herewith is copy of Telegram No.

3 of Jamary Ath, 1951, from the Canadian Ambassador

in Paris concerning our proposal for a visit to Canada

of the French Court of Inquiry irl the recent Curtiss-
Reid aircraft accident.

You will note that the French authorities

have enquired whether the second half of January

would be acceptable to us for the time of the Court's

visit to Canada. Would you let me know if you are

agreeable to this.

In connection with a further question in

the enclosed telegram, I would be pleased if you would

let me have a copy of the press release recently issued

by your Department concerning the proposed visit of

—

A.D.P. Heeney,

Under-Secretary of State

for External Affairs.



Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act
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7/
TELEGRAM

FROM: THE CANADIAN AMBASSADOR, PARIS

TO: THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS, CANADA

CYPHER - AUTO

CONFIDENTIAL

NO. 3

PARIS, January 4, 1951

(Rec'd Jan. 5, 1952)

Confidential. Our telegram No. 462 of December

29th. Inquiry into Curtiss-Reid accident.

French authorities today sent us a formal note

confirming information in my telegram No. 462. They have

inquired if second half of Jamary would be acceptable to

Canadian authorities. I should also appreciate knowing

if any public statement has been made in Canada concerning

arrival of French court of inquiry.

CANADIAN AMBASSADOR

‘aa
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I assume you will be preparing a reply

to External mee eS

J.R.Baldwin
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THE DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS , - ° “\

OTTAWA, Jamary 6) 1951

_ To: ra oS
The Chairman, Air Transport Board Nog a?

The documents described below are attached for your information

or for any action you consider necessary:

Also referred to:

Ec: J.A. Irwin/GM

A.D.P, HEENEY

Under-Secretary of State

for External Affairs
000123
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CONFI TAL

OTTAWA, Jarmary 6, 1951.

The Deputy Linister,

Department of Transport (Air Services),
Ottawa,

>

Enclosed herewith is copy of Telegram No.

3 of Jamary Ath, 1951, from the Canadian Ambassador

in Paris concerning our proposal for a visit to Canada

of the French Court of Inquiry in the recent Curtiss~
Reid aircraft accident.

You will note that the French authorities

have enquired whether the second half of January

would be acceptable to us for the tine of the Court's

visit to Canada. Would you let me know if you are

agreeable to this.

In connection with a further question in

the enclosed telegram, I would be pleased if you vould

let me have a copy of the press release recently issued

by your Department concerning the proposed visit of

the Court of Inquiry.
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Td

TELEGRAN

FROM: THE CANADIAN AMBASSADOR, PARIS

TO: THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS, CANADA

CYPHER - AUTO

CONFIDENTIAL

NO. 3

PARIS, January 4, 1951

(Rec'd Jan. 5, 1951)

Confidential. Our telegram No. 462 of December

29th. Inquiry into CurtisseReid accident.

French authorities today sent us a formal note

confirming information in my telegram No. 462. They have

inquired if second half of Jamary would be acceptable to

Canadian authorities. I should also appreciate knowing

4f any public statement has been made in Canada concerning

arrival of French court of inquiry.

000125 ~4
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To Hold Crash
Probe In Canada
OTTAWA, Jan. 2 — (CP) — The

French government's board of in-

quiry investigating the wreck of a

Canadian airplane carrying Holy

. Year pilgrims home from Rome

‘will sit in Canada shortly, Trans-

-|port Minister Chevrier' announced |’

.|today. The plane, the “Canadian
Pilgrim,” crashed in the French

Alps Nov. 13 with loss of 58 lives.

It was on the way from Rome to

Paris,

Mr. Cheyrier said the French

board of inquiry had accepted his
invitation to hold sittings in Can-
ada with a view to getting fullest

information on the accident. Time

and place of sittings will be an-

nounced later, he said.

The minister noted that J. P.
Fournier, aviation inspector with

toe es.

Document divulgué en vertu de Ia Loi sur'l’accés @

3S Jan 52

JAW 12 1951ee|
| BFZ 22- ASZ |

the Transport Department, has been ;

following the investigation in

France as an official observer.

000126
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Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur l’accés a l'information

- #7
5002 = 257

DDM/SFT

OTTATA, Ontario,

7 January 3rd, 1951

Continontal Casuolty Company, :

Edifico Star, |

231 Guest Rue St-Jacquos,

LSONTREAL, P.Q.

Gontlemn: Attention: Lr. Il. Allard,

Claims Supervisor

|

|

With referonce to your letter of December

27th, you are afivised that the enquiry into the acci-

dent of Dougles C-54 aircraft CIr-DnN (Canadian Pilgrim)

is being officially carried out by the French feronau-

tical authoritics and that a copy of their findings has

not yet beon made available.

. ' Et ip oxpocted that it will be somo tim

yot. before the French Board of Enquiry will be completed.

‘Yours very truly,

R-

(R. Dodds),

Controller of Civil Aviation.
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Te oe fone yet
UOT - hccels)

Sherbrooke, Decembe

Department of Transport, 37614
Ottawa. File 4202 . 457

Sir,

TI request that an enquiry be held in connection

with the tragedy of Kount Obiou in tke Prench Alps, by 4

Board composed of lawyers and a Judge.

Mrs. Wilfrid Lamontagne

16 Gueen St. North,

Sherbrooke, P.q-.-
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(Cc. Te Travers) 9
Attach, : Superintendent, Air Regulations.

CTT/VMA

000134



=

TRANSLATION

Document disclosed under the Access to Information
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« i Sherbrooke, December 24, 1960
Qe CE a SES a TORTS Te =
ii as ‘af

TRANS ON! -LisiS|

Department of Transport, S7E RY JAN 9 F21.

Ottawa, Ont.

File Spor - as) |
I suggest that an enguiry be ma@e-byoe Bowe

of Bnauiry composed of lawyers and a judge, in connection

with the air tragedy at Fount Obiou, in which so many

people from Quebec were affected.

Yours truly,
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Sd0a- A a7EXTERNAL AFFAIRS

REPLY TO BE ADDRESSED To: CANADA File
THE UNDER-SECRETARY OF STATE —

FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS qarere a cate ren ae
OTT. Aaw ottawa,

December 27, 1950.

Your file: 5002-257
Our file: 6-xXN-40

The Deputy Minister,

Department of Transport,

ottawa.

Attention: A.T. Cowley
Director of Air Services

| I refer to your letter of December 13
concerning Colonel A.G. Cherrier's report on the

crash of the Curtiss-Reid aircraft in France on

November 13, and now attach, for the completion of

your records, a copy of despatch No. 744 of

, December 6 from the Canadian Embassy in Rome,

together with enclosure which shows changes which

should be made to the original list of crash

victims.

TAL ee
or (A.D.P. Heeney)

Under-Secretary of State

for External Affairs.
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December 6, 1950 RESTRICTED

The Ambassador, Canadian Embassy, Rome

re

Our Despatch No. 696 of November 23, 1950

Crash of DC-4 Skymaster - Curtis-Reid

Following our despatéh No. 696 of November

25, 1950, I am enclosing copy of letter prepared

by the Military Attaché here, showing changes

which should be made in the list of crash victims

that was forwarded with the above-mentioned

despatch.

CE AN DEsSy

Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act

8 Document divulgué en vertu de Ia koi sur l’accés a l'information
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Crash of TS~-4 Skymaster ~ Curtis-Rold

13 Roy 50

Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act

Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur Paccés g information

RESTRICTEDRESTNIGISY

Via Saverio Verendonte, 15,
Rone, Italy.

MAR 6=-1

4th December, 1950.

oa Se yy é
ato 3

1 Further to ny report on the a/n subject dated 2ist November,

1950, ond based on a list obteined by our Inmbassy in Ferite fron the

court of Enquiry in Grenoble, the following changes ahould be made

in the list of crash victine attached thoreto:

{4} Under (a) Identification "Formal*:
delete:

31 ROULS, aev. Gormain, O17

35 DUSSAULS, lr. Antoine
39 KOKMAND, Mias Lucie

(44) Under (bd) Identification "Presured":.

add;

neros listed in (1) abcve, plus under "CEI":

57 JON, Lvs., nee Locdoneld (Hostess)

and delete:

45 GUILDAULE, Liss Eva

49 LEBARD, Abbe Philiss

(444) Under (¢) Remains classified "lot Identifiablo":

add:

45 Toman X

49 tan X (Trunk)

{iv} Wndar Fersong not Identified: .
add:

GUILDAULT, Kise Iva

LBHAcD, Abbo Philios

ond undex "Cutkiy" dolete:

MACDMIALD, Dics (Hostess)

2 In view of tha above chances, the table in pora ll of tho
roport should be chongod to road ae follown:

(a)
(d)
(9)

24 "formally" identifiod

21 identifications *prosurced"

12 not iéontifieble

OT .

DISTRIBUTION:

Department of National Lofence (Arny) (2)

DPopnrtment of Externol sffairs (2)

File

¢/
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ROY TUCHBREITER ROLLIN M. CLARK

PRESIDENT . FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT & SECRETARY

~ —— ee

; ‘ th

el.- eso

aBE

HEAD OFFICE FOR CANADA~ TORONTO &. .

P. P. pe a BRUERE SUCCURSALE PROVINCIALE:

DirecTEuR PROVINCIAL EDIFICE STAR: 231 OUEST RUE ST-JACQUES

MONTREAL $O0O02-32 x7

December 27, 1950.

Mr. R. Dodds,

Controller of Civil Aviation,

Department of Transport,

Ottawa, Ont.

Dear Sir : Re: Your file #5002-257 -

Canadian Pilgrim

According to your letter of November 22, a representative

of your Department was attending the proceedings of the

French Court of Enquiry and the investigation carried out

by the French Authorities.

Will you please let us know if this report has been reledsed

and if so, would it be possible to let us have a copy of same

in order to complete our file.

Thanking you in advance for your co-operation, we remain,

Yours truly, . /|

M, ALLARD

CLAIMS S

MA/ER ENTERED
ON CARDS

No. 3 Bids.
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Services de l'Air 77

- - 5002-257
TTL TA

le 27 décembre 1950

Cher monsieur,

Je ne reporte & votre letire du 14 décembre 1950 au

sujet de ltaccident de itavien Gurtiss-Roid qui s'est produit
. de 13 novembre au ont Obiou, France.

. Lenquéte faite par les autorités francgaises se
continue en conformité des procédures standards internationales

et 11 nous ost impossible de dire quand l*2nquéte sera terminée.

_ Bien qutun représentant de notre minist3re ait
assisté & ltenguéte initiale en sa qualité dtobservateur officiel

le rapport sera préparé par les autorités frangaises.

Votre tout dévoué,

A.T. Cowley,

Directeur des Services de l'Air

Uonsieur Nilgrid Desjardins, C.R,

81, rue Saint-Pierre

Québec, PQ.
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File: 5002-257

Mr. Wilfrid Desjardins, C.R.,

81, rue St-Pierre,

QUEBEC, P.Q.

Dear Sir:

Reference is made to your letter of December

Ath, 1950, regarding the accident of Curtiss-Reid's aircraft

which occurred at Mount Obiou, France on November 13th.

Investigation by the French authorities is

continuing in accordance with standard international procedures

and we are unable to state when this investigation will be

completed.

Although a representative from this Depart-

ment attended the initial investigation in the capacity of an

official observer, the report will be prepared by the French

authorities. .

Yours very truly,

ie
(A.T. Cowley),

Director of Air Services.

FOR TRANSLATION | 76

|
|

NOTE TO TRENSLATION:

Original on Director's letterhead

1 yellow file copy

2 perforated flimsies v
2 plain flimsies SK

Return to P.S.W. room 2109.
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Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act

Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur l’accés a l'informationPSv/SET g 7

FOR TRANSLATION

File; 5002-257

Mr. Wiifrid Desjardins, C.R.,

@l, rue St-Pierre,

QUEBEC, Pp. Qs

Dear Sir:

Reference is mado to your letter of Decomber

ljth, 1950, regarding the accident of Curtiss-Reid'’s alreraft

which occurred at Mount Obiou, France on November 13th.

Investigation by the French authorities is
continuing in accordance with standard international procedures

and we are unable to state when this investigation will be

completed.

Although e representative from this Depart-

ment attended the initial investigation in the capacity of an

official observer, the report will be prepared by the French
authorities.

Yours very truly,

(A.T. Cowley),

Directcr of Air Services.

NOTE TO TRANSLATION:

Original on Director's letterhead

1 yellow file scopy

2 perforated flimsies

2 plain flimsies

Return to P.S.W%. room 2109.

000145



Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act -

Document divulgué en vertu de Ia Loi sur l’accés a "IC

PSW/SFT 5802-18682

5002-2571

December 21st, 1950

Messrs. Mendes & Mount,

27 William Street,

NEW YORK 5, New York, U.S.A.

Dear Sirs: Attention: Mr. Charles E. lewis

Reference is made to your letter of Decem-
ber 14th, 1950, your file No. 109,206, regarding Mr.
Orville Alford OIMSTEZD, pilot of Curtiss-Reid

aircraft CF-EDN, which crashed in the French Alps on
November 13th.

At the tim of the atcident, Mr. Olmstead

was in possessipn of valid Canadian Public Transport
Pilot's Licence end Certificate No. 1395, end held a
valid Instrument Rating, dated July 27th, 1950.

Our records do not contain information

regarding the total instrument time, total flight
time, total time in four~engined aircraft, or total

time in DC4 dircraft, and we regret being unable to

provide you with these details.

Yours very traly,
Original Signad by

o A. T. COWLEY

(A.T. Cowley), —
Director of Air Services.

DSAR MONTREAL.

000146

dl



Document divulgué en vertu de Ia Loi sur 'accés a Vinformation” zal

le 18 Géeanbre 1960.

Cher neneiour,

S*esous stoeptiion ae vote Lettre du 6 ot |voce @uP*-wou. gun, 10 00 —— > arene
} BUD? aviation

au ot ki Vyeapenam list6 és en's
cone Pat *aérouet "Canadiande 1a Gurtiso-nold :

Monsieur euntuns iabeile,DS : * detraite
Reole Ge médecine v6térdoaire
€@ lea Province de

ST@HYAG RENE ete)
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FOR TRANSLATION

Files: 5002-257
5258=13 5

OTTAWA, Onterio,

December 18th, 1950

Dear Sir:

I am in receipt of your letter of December

6th and wish to advise you are correct in assuming that

the control of sivil aviation in Canada is the responsibility

of my Department.

Since the accident to Curtiss-Reid's aircraft

"Canedian Pilgrim" occurred in France, by international

agreement the inquiry is being conducted by French Aeronauti-

cal authorities. It ig the responsibility of the Department

of Transport to investigate aircraft accidents which occur in

Canada, and Canada is being represented by an Inspector of

the Department of Transport as an observer at the French Board

of Inquiry.

With regard to the inquiry contained in the

last paragraph of your letter, you are advised that all opera”

tions by Canadian aircraft engaged in air transport are-” ae

licensed and certificated by this Department.

Yours faithfully, ( * Mabe a
/

Gustave Labelle, Esq., D.V.M.,

Director,

Veterinary Medicine School of

The Province of Quebec,

ST. HYACINTHE, P.Q.

NOTE TO TRANSLATIONS

Original on winibter's lhd.
3 file copies (1 for Minister)
2 perforated flimsies

1 plain flimsey~~ + w= 2 2 2
RETURN TO DDM, Room 2109.
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FOR TRANSLATION Files: 5002-257 ~

OTTAWA, Ontario,
. December ld4th, 1950

Dear Sir:

I am in receipt of your letter of December

6th and wish to advise you are correct in assuming that

the control of civil aviation in Canada is the respons-

ibility of my Department.

Since the accident to Curtiss-Reid's air-

craft "Canadian Pilgrim" occurred in France, by inter-

national agreement the inquiry is being conducted by

French aeronautical authorities. It is the responsibility

of the Department of Transport to investigate aircraft ’

accidents which occur in Canada, and Canada is being rep-

resented by an Inspector of the Department of Trensport as

an observer at the French Board of Inquiry.

Lp EO KAN pe tat TOI, I Tiga steel

I can assure - you that everything coneernirg
this accident will be thoroughiy~Thvest igated and we would
be glad to have-any-‘tiformat ion you might possess, as
implied—it e second paragraph of your letter.

With regard to the inquiry contained in the

last paragraph, you are advised that all operations by

Canadian aircraft engaged in air transport are licensed and

certificated by this Department.

Yours faithfully,

Gustave Labelle, Esq., D.V.M., ' ROTE TO TRANSIATION:

Director,

Veterinary Medicine School of
the Province of Quebec,

ST, HYACINTHE , P.Q.

Original on Minister's letterhead

3 file copies (1 for Minister)

< perforated flimsies

1 plain flimsey

RETURN TO DDM, Room 2109.ee ee ee ee ee)
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FOR TRANSLATION

Files: 5002-257 4
=133

OTTAWA, Ontario,

December l2th, 1950

Dear Sir:

I am in receipt of your letter of December

6th and wish to advise fou are correct in assuming that
the control of civil aviation in Canada is the respons-

ibility of my Department. /

f

Since the accident to Curtiss-Reid's air-
craft "Canadian Pilgrim" occurred in/France, by inter-

national agreement the inquiry is being conducted by

French aeronautical authorities. at is the responsibility
of the Department of Transport to investigate aircraft

accidents which occur in Canada, and Canada is being rep-

on’ the French Board of Inquiry.

I can assure you that e concerning

this accident will be thorgtghly i gare we

last paragraph, you Are advised that/ all operations by

Canedian aircraft engaged in air treisport are licensed

and certificated by/this Department.

Yours faithfully,

Gustave Labelle, Esq., D.V.M.,

Director, Note to TRANSLATION:

Vetinary Medicine School of the Originel on Minister's letterhead
Province of Quebec, 3 file copies (one for Minister)

ST. HYACINTHE, P.Q. 2 perforated flimsies
1 plain flimsy.

Retum to DDM Room 2109

0001 |
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£092 - 29 7,

OFFICE OF THE aS
HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR CANADA,

CANADA HOUSE,

LONDON, S.W.1.

December 15th, 1950.

?72LLS

Dear Sir,

I attach copy of a self-explanatory

letter received from Mr. Vernon F.C, Hardy in

connection with one Roderick MacIsaac, victim in

the air crash of the Canadian Skymaster on November

13th, operated by Curtiss-eid Flying Services, Ltd.

A copy of our reply to Mr. Hardy is also attached, and

it would be appreciated if you would provide him with

whatever information you might be able to give him.

DO

AK

? hood Pte ek, 08The Controller cones
%

Department of Transport,

OTTAWA.
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AR. 4212/1/2 December 15th, 1950. -

Dear Sir,

In reply to your letter of |
December 12th, concerning the widow of

Roderick MacIsaac, victim in the air crash of
Lovember 13th in the Alps, I wish to inform you |
that wo have forwarded a copy of your lotter to
the Canadian authorities with a request that they
reply directly to you.

Yours faithfully,

‘Sisvat) dot Sih

(J.H. Tudhopo)
Civil Aviation and

Cormunications Attache,

Vernon F.C, Hardy, Eaqs,

42, St. Georges,

White Lion Road,

Amersham Connon,

Bucke,
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J?
‘42 St. Georges,

White Lion Road,

Amersham Common,

Bucks.

12th December, 1950

Dear Sir,

I wish to make a private enquiry, regarding

the wife and two children of Roderick MacIsaac, Canadian

citizen, victim in the fatal air crash of the Canadian

Skymaster carrying pilgrims in the Alps on the 13th November.

Roderick was my brother-in-law, employed by
the Curtiss-Reid Airlines of Montreal and was the steward

of the plane which crashed.

In the absence of any definite information from

his wife, living at: Apartment 15,

1595 Quiniet Street,

Ville St. Laurent,

Montreal 9

my wife, her sister, would be deeply grateful for your

assistance in advising her if adequate steps are being taken

to compensate the deceased wife.

Mrs. Maclsaac, apart from her mother, who is at

present living with her, has no other relations in Canada and

we know of no one who would be in a position to render financial

assistance, should the need arise.

As you are aware, the stringent and very necessary
exchange control regulations of the U.K. in relation to dollars

make it extremely difficult for us to give monetary aid.

May we ask if an investigation be made, if possible
without distressing Mrs. Maclsaac by direct contact and the

result forwarded to us at the above address.

In anticipation of your kind cooperation,

Yours faithfully,

(sgd). Vernon F.C. Hardy
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COPY FOR FILE 5002 -257 Baten

MENDES & MOUNT
422 William Street

NEW YORK 5, N.Y.

December 14, 1950

Superintendent, Air Regulations

Department of Transport

Civil Aviation

Ottawa, Canada

Re: Our ‘ile #109,206

Dear Sir:

We represent insurers of Curtiss-Reid Flying Service, Ltd., who
were operating Douglas DC4 aircraft CF“EDW which crashed in the

French Alps on November 13, 1950. One of the requirements, prior

to completing settlement of the Assured's claim, for the loss of
the aircraft, is to determine the compliance of the flight crew

with your air regulations and the terms of the coverage.

In connection with the foregoing, we are wondering whether it
would be at all possible for you to furnish us, at our expense,

the following information with respect to ORVILLE ALFORD OLMSTEAD,

who was the pilot on the ill fated flight:

Type of Certificate

Certificate Number

Ratings (Instrument, Instructor, etc.)
Total instrument time

Total flight time

total time in four-engine aircraft

Total time in DC4 aircraft

We would appreciate anything which you can do to assist us in

securing the above requested information.

Very truly yours,

MENDES & MOUNT

BY: Charles E. Lewis

2257)ORIGINAL ON FILE... 7 po 5802" 18682 $002
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WILFRID DESJARDINS, K.C.

; -

he - Advocate
ve

‘ fo 81 Stw-Pierre St.,
, Que ¥dé,, December 14, 1950

1

Department/fof Transport,

Air Services, 
26167

Ottawa.

coo 13 PM. 1200.

Gentlemen,

Re: Accident November 13, e505" Pireritms -—

Curtiss-Reid, Mount Obiou, France,

I am Legal Adviser of the Committee of Assistance

to the families of pilgrims who lost their lives in the air

135

tragedy of November/on Mount QObiou, when an aircraft of the

| GiteI202-2o°

Curtiss-Reid Flying Service Ltd. crashed on the said Mount.

The Committee is besieged with requests for

information from families of pilgrims, and especially in con-

nection with the responsibility of the Curtiss-Reid Company.

We understand we cannot give any information

until a report of the enquiry has been made. As there is one

of your representatives on the Board of Enquiry, will you be

kind enough to furnish us with some information on the holding

of that enquiry, advise me as to present developments and whether

you expect a report in the near future.

Yours truly,

Wilfrid Desjardins
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weisa Desjardins,C.R. 
ue

AVOCAT

Bl, RUE ST-PIERRE

14 décembre 1950

Ministere du Transport, (Air),
Division des Services de ltAir,

Rue Wellington,

OTTAWA. DEC 15,7

TO TRANSLATOR

OFFICE SERVICES

Messieurs,

Re: Accident 13 nov. 1950 en France

Pelerins de L'obiou, Curtiss-Reid

Je suis aviseur légal du Comité de

l'Aide aux familles des pelerins qui sont décédés
dans un accident d'taviation survenu le 13 novembre

au massif de 1l'Obiou, alors qu'un avion de Curtiss-

Reid Flying Service Ltd s'est écrasé sur ledit mas-

sif.

Le Comité est assiégé d'une foule d'in-

formations provenant des familles des pelerins et
spécialement concernant la responsabilité de la com-

pagnie. Curtiss-Reid.

Nous comprenons que nous ne pouvons |

pas donner dtinformations tant qu'un rapport d'enque-

te n'aura pas été fait. Comme un de vos représentants
fait partie ou au moins est attaché a la Commission
dtenquéte, auriez-vous ltobligeance de me fournir
quelques informations sur la tenue de cette enquéte,
me dire quels sont les développements actuels et si

vous attendez un rapport prochain.

Je vous prie d'agréer l'expression de

mes sentiments distingués.

Veuillez me croire,

Votre tout dévoué,

FOL >
IWILFRID DESJARDI
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le 14 décembre 1950.

Cher monsieur et madame,

J*aceuse réception de votre lettre du 11
décembre et dois wus dire que le Ministére des
Transports fait enquéte sur tous les accidents
a*aéronefs au Canada, ;

Comme l*aéronef “Canadian PilcrinTM stest —
éerasé en France, par convention internationale

ltaceident fait le sujet d*une enquéte par les
autorités frangaises dtaéronautiques auzqueltes
le Ministére des Transports a envoyé un wes
pecteur pour efitren qualité dtobservateur auprés
de la Commission dtenquetc.

Sincdrement & vous,

o> eR

\ ye aoeSee tt
i i vee

age
U, et Mme Emile Gagnon ee Cage

SHERBROOKE a | 1 ¥
(Pa) A Ds
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le 14 décembre 1950,

Cher monsieur et madame,

aceuse réception de votre ictire du lLsdetae ao ot dois we aire que le Ministtre des
transperts Peit enquote sur tous les accidents

Sige ice

ai ovens

000162

os gi Se Rig eR 0 a Oe ote SU a a Re Rl a ene SS OSETSI oat Oneae eRok Eee 3 TNS «RA Ge Rata ene aaa



Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act

Document divulgué en vertu de Ia Loi sur l’accés eee

a FOR TRANSLATION
File: 5002 = 257

OTTAWA, Ontario,

December 14th, 1950

Dear Sir and Madam:

I am in receipt of your letter of

December lith and advise you that the Department of

Transport investigates all aircraft accidentss in Canalae

Since the aircraft "Canadian Pilgrim" crashed

in France, by international agreement the accident is

being investigated by the French seronautical authori-

ties, to which the Department of Transport sent an

Inspector to act as an observer at the Board of Inquiry.

Yours faithfully,

Mr. and Mrs. Emile Gagnon,

SHERBROOKE,

P.Q.
- . we

foo Fe NCH AYES
Xe “ee

tyNOTE TO TRANSLATION: . (ee As
Original on Minister's letterhead en SS SAND

2 yellow file copies (1 for Minister) fa RECs Yall oe
2 perforated flimsies °

1 flimsy.

RETURN TO ROOM 2109
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a“FOR TRANSLATION _—_

" Phle: §002 = 257

OTTAWA, Ontario,

December 14th, 1950

Dear Sir and Madam:

I am in receipt of your letter of

December lith and advise you that the Department of

Transport investigates all aircraft accidentag ,, Canals.

Since the aircraft "Canadian Pilgrim” crashed

in France, by international agreement the accident is

being investigated by the French aeronautical authori-

ties, to which the Department of Transport sent an

Inspector to act as an observer at the Board of Inquiry.

Yours faithfully,

Mr. and Mrs. Emile Gagnon,

SHERBROOKE ,

P Qe

NOTE TO TRANSLATION:

Original on Minister's letterhead

2 yellow file copies (1 for Minister)

2 perforated flimsies

1 flimsy.

RETURN TO ROOM 2109
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Ottawa,

December 13, 1950.

The Secretary,

Canadian Bebassy,

72 Foch Avenue,

Paris, France.

Dear Sir:

This willacknowledge receipt ofthe
AiyAlmanac for January end February, 1951, published

- dn Paris.

| spilt sale cilia Sin anes
thiscopy of an interesting publication.

Yours truly,

LG
Controller of Civil Aviation,

CTT/VMA

A
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. December 13, 1950.

the Under-Secretary of State
for Rxternal affairs,

Ottawa, Ontario.

Bear Sirs

Receipt is acknowledged ofyourletter
dated Decesber 4, 1950, enclosing a copy of a report

the crash of Curtisa-Reid'e aircraft Cr-rry

in the Prench Alps on November 13, 1950.

hts Heonek bes Som eed 40 he
attention of Mr. Fournier andwill be of value in
completing the record of this aecident.

Yours very truly,

Director of Air Services.

CTT /VMA
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT 22
4-48

‘ OFFICE SERVICES BRANCH

. e REFERENCE SLIP
Pd -

FILE NUR. WR SA02-257 SERIAL NUMBER = 7/1 Fo
CHARGED TO___& f Le ___ DATE.

=

_ BATE ROUTED TO INITIALS
a) (2) (3)

INITIAL COLUMN 3 TO ENSURE EFFICIENT DISTRIBUTION SERVICE. COLUMN 4 SHOULD

SHOW DATE DOCUMENT LEFT YOUR OFFICE. USE COLUMN 2 FOR ADDITIONAL

THIS FORM WILL BE DESTROYED WHEN PAPERS ARE BEING FILED. T

ATTACHED DOCUMENT SHOULD BEAR YOUR iNITIALS AS WELL AS ALL MINUT!

OF A PERMANENT NATURE.
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TRANSLATIONsi G ov

Sherbrooke, December 11, 1950

Pras. =

Hie APS Paps
he TM - Hideo |

!
J29109

Department of Transport, DEC 13 Ioc

Ottawa. ~~:

| File2 20 2 —aASF
To the Minister, a:

Please make an enquiry on the tragedy of

the "Canadian Pilgrim". I support the request in that

connection.

- A Canadian citizen

Mrs.Emile Gagnon

Emile Gagnon
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= OFFICE SERVICES
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; OFFICE SERVICES BRANCH

‘ REFERENCE SLIP

“FILE NUMBE 550 d= 7 25 5? SERIAL numecr__—/ 6 Lo
‘CHARGED To fia. Mey DATE a), 7

oy rou TO INITIALS DATE,

wee WD (3) (4)

UL) | De A: G
DAS
ccoA YG

Cyae \
Zid Gay)

INITIAL COLUMN 3 TO ENSURE EFFICIENT DISTRIBUTION SERVICE. COLUMN 4 SHOULD
SHOW DATE DOCUMENT LEFT YOUR OFFICE. USE COLUMN 2 FOR ADDITIONAL REFERENCES.

THIS FORM WILL BE DESTROYED WHEN PAPERS ARE BEING FILED. THRREFOST ~*~

rR R000172ATTACHED DOCUMENT SHOULD BEAR YOUR INITIALS AS WELL AS ALL Mi
OF A PERMANENT NATURE.
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‘ TRANS SLATI ON ° 286
- - ' ! 2- wg, AE 46

DEPARTMENTAOF . AGRICULTURE
my

‘ amt Veterinary Medicine School of the Province of Quebec

Dy St. Hyacinthe, Oe ey ae 6, 1950

Honourable Lionel Chevrier,

Minister of Transport,

Ottawa, Canada.

\9 il, Dear 5

a T am under the impression that Civil Aviation
GAY Canada comes under your Department, and as I was a

The

passenger on the aircraft of the Curtiss-Reid Airtours,

the "Canadian Pilgrim",on a trip to Europe in October last,

I beg to suggest that your Department hold a serious enquiry

into the circumstances of the accident which happened when

the "Canadian Pilgrim" crashed on Mount QObiou.

There are several points which should be cleared

up in connection with trips made by that aircraft, as it

et
“

yt
a I would also like to know to what extent these
hh. aircraft are supervised by the Officers of your Department.
LO Yours very truly,

Gustave Labelle, D.V.M.

anpeared to me that its ownem were not very serious.

Director,

‘ | al i i St. Eustache
spy O8 \ q-l Two Mountains, P.@ae va y > - @ *

ENTERID

\ 2 ON CARDS
\ wee / No. 8 Bidg.nee a
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Ministere de Agriculture

Eeale de Medecine Weterinaire de la Probince de ®uebec
Affiligée 4 l'Université de Montréal

ss Hatnt-Byarinthe, Our.

Bu du Directeur ,

_ b décembre £450

HonovbrLe Sronel Chevrrer -
Mnratere der dronanorts

Cttawe, Comnada

Honorable mimirane,

Etomt adua L'imviersion que L' avtation
ewite on Canada rebave de votre miniotine, eh, ry me ua are
de poarager wr Lior de ie Guitinr-Reid iintowrs,
"PELervin Comadier® - oyant (eit te uouay aw Undie’an come
du mois &' octobre deer - ze me hev de VOW WHGEver
que votre munirnrtrare fanre ume enquete aérrerse our te triote
accident quret sure Loraque L'ovion "Le Pélervin convanii-n."
ater ériné wu leo ames du mont Obtou.

ty a Murreurs howmts qr mariteroietd' tne éhaiicis conemant Leo Se tes han och caxion,
dont Lea fmobrectovves me m' ont has fan tr DEVAL ©

Yaimerais auort sovoinr quetle eat La ow--
neilhince evervcée har Leo officrervs de votre mnirntere am ouyet
de ceo aioe.

Sad bren L'honnewr 6' ttre,

monoiew Le miniotre,

votre dévoud r2erwitewr,
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Ottawa Journal 6 Dee 50

BAGS 6 0
Ve TRE Io T- rea

DEG 13 195°

‘Chevrier Gets
‘Pilgrim’

‘Crash Report
Transport Minister Chevrier

this afternoon was getting a

* complete and detailed personal

. report on the November 13 Al-

pine crash of the “Canadian

Pilgrim”, which dashed 58 Holy

Year visitors to their deaths.

Fifty-seven of the pilgrims

were Canadians, the eighth an

American.

A full Canadian Government

investigation into the crash this

-- “week was dernanded by a Sher-

brooke priest, Monsignor Bour-
_assa, who charged in a speech F fy}
the ‘aircraft was not airworthy.
Mr. Chevrier | this ‘afternoon| a re

was getting his personal report . Re
on the investigation conducted: MR @ f?

_ by the French Government from Set

> Civil Aviation. Inspector’ J. P. Se

“Fournier of. Montreal, who flew ey

“to France on November 14 at

Mr. Chevrier’s request.

: Air Vice Marshal A. T. Cow-

_. ley, Director of. Air Services,

*’ said Mr. Fournier’s report to the

minister likely would be fol-

‘ ' Jowed by a statement on the in-
. vestigation.
“The Civil Aviation inspector

had gone to France merely as

can observer in the investigation.

‘Under regulations laid down by

., the International Civil Aviation

” Organization,- a crash had to be & Pp
investigated by the country in “e wh
which it occurred. The country We; ug
to which the aircraft was regis- j.

4 YY yeS: tered—in this case, Canada—

° could, if it so desired, send an

~ observer. _ ha 7 ‘
“4
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EXTERNAL AFFAIRS

"THE UNDER-SECRETARY OF STATE” OTTAWA, December Ly 1950.

Our File No. 6-XN-40 Oe
SEG24

The Deputy Minister

Department of Transport,

OTTAWA.

Attention: Controller of Civil Aviation.

I refer to the telephone conversation

of December 1 between Mr. Wardroper of this

Department and Mr. M. M. Fleming, and now

attach a copy of a report prepared by Colonel

A. G. Cherrier, Military Attache at the

Canadian Embassy in Rome, concerning the

crash of the Curtiss-Reid aircraft in the

French Alps on November 13.

This account of the recovery and

identification of the bodies will no doubt

serve as a useful supplement to your Mr.

Fournier's report on the causes of the

accident.

CRO.
(A.D.P. Heeney)

Under- Secretary of State

for External Affairs.

000178
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‘i]
ex of Fisheries \!
were Mogt J.-A. ;

ooPoulie

Among thein the Quebec Provincial Government.
Bureau, Secretary to Msgr Roy and some 10 priests from the Quebec dioc-an "HeiH fi i lity ee

HeHey

illsatti ila3 "

hnHel
rs3

33

ith ih ;te36! ida%3 #33;Pei]

re3
« OBL

We reached CORPS at
Ae

a ena 85.
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used for carrying logs across a chasm some 200metres across and es
175 metres deep, was to be

of « trail running down to the read leading to 1A CROIX Di

PIGNE. However, this cable trolley had not

time, end it was f that a good portion of
he’

ngduri:

in spite of fog ond heavy rain which fell all day, the first bodies
sterted arriving at CROIX De LA PIGGE. eable
agein thetevening, and it tookmost of Friday morning to got it
working. Here again, it was reported that one of the mon (name un-
known) risked his life, as it was for
way across the chasm on the cable to effect the
Another vivid exemple of the r

thie operetion.

engaged

9 Ag the sacks conteining the remains reached the Schoolhouse,

they were brought in three at a time and the task of identification

was performed by a team of three experts of the
Publique, working under a superintendent. ‘These men are specially

trained in this type of work and most meticulous. Papers end other

ebjeets found on the bodies, as well as semples of clothing, were

carefully serutinized, classified end listed, end placed in numbered

envelopes, whieh correspond to the number on each coffin. Where docu-

ments, such as a passport, bock of travellers cheques, driving 1i-

cense, ete., bearing the name of the individual were found on a body,

identification was deemed “formal” and recorded as such. However, in

eases where no such evidence was found, but it was possible by means

of clothing or comparison with photographs end descriptions by Magr
Roy, Dr. Pouliot, Mr. James the Peris agent of Curtis-eid and others
who had known the individuals, to put a name to a body, identification
was recorded as "presumed", In these cases, formal identification wili
be sdmitted when the objects found on the bodies are recognized by re-

letives and others who can testify as to identity. The work of identi-
fication was particularly difficult due to the condition of the bodies

which, elthough frozen, hed in nearly every Case been so badly mutilated
as a result of the crash at such a high altitude and subsequent drop of
400 to 500 metres on socks and frozen ground, thet recognition of fea~-

tures was well nigh impossible.

10 In addition to items found on the bodies, a number of pass-
ports, books of travellers cheques, currency, personel papers, ladies'

purses, and various other articles were found in the wooded ereas below

the scene of the crash, where it would appear they had been carried by

the strong wind blowing at the time of the accident. Ag these itels

were picked up, they were turned in to gendarmes who brought them to

the Maivie at OROIX DE LA PIGNE, where they were carefully sorted out

and recorded, wherever possible under the name of the person to whom

they belonged. ‘These sdditional items should prove helpful in estab-

lishing definite identifications.

11 On Thuraday, 16 Nov, 34 remains were examined and classified

in the manner deseribed sbove and on Friday, 17 Nov, another 22, The
final elassifiection of the 56 remains brought down is ag follows:

(a) oO _27 "formally" identified

(b) 54 A identifications "presumed"

(e) />-A6 not identifiable

It ig anticipated that by means of the objects recovered end listed, it
will be possible to confirm the identity of most of the 19 recorded as

abe ‘ Psu 4 - os. a

ae

éh) cy w= BROT)

2 & Dre
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"presumed", end quite e few of the 10 classified as “not identifi- 3°
able” but marked as “man X" or “woman X", 4

12 A eomplete list of names of those identified formally and
those recorded as “presumed”, as well as of these persons whose
bodies were not identified or found, and of the coffins carrying

veméing classified as not identifiable, wes made and hended to ir.
Charpentier of the Canadien Embassy in Peris. A copy of this list

is forwarded herewith. In this connection, a UP report under e

date-line of 20 Nov from CROIX If La PIGM states that « 57th body,

tentatively identified by local euthorities as thet of the hostess

of the ill-fated plane, a Mrs. Johnson (Miss Macdonald on the air-
eraft manifest) was found by a wood-cutter on the meuntain (Mr.
OBIOU) that day, ‘This, therefore, would appear to leave the body
of only one passenger unaccounted for.

13 A brief service was held in the Chapel at CROIX Di LA PIG

at 1700 brs on Thursday, 16 Nov, by Msgr Koy, in the presence of
high French euthorities and many local inhabitents. These who spoke

at this impressive ceremony were:

Me. le Chanoine Vermeulen, Vicar Generel, representing the
Bishop of Grenoble

Megr Koy, Atchbishop of quebec

Maj-Gen Venier, Canadian Ambassador to France

M. Roger Ricard, Prefet de l'isere, in the name of the

French Government

14 On Saturday morning, 16 Nov, all coffins except that of Dom.
Romano Mocchiuti, which had beenteken the day before to italy for

burial, were transportedby lorries under Gendarme escort to GRENOBLE
where they were placed in Notre Dame Cathedral. An impressive fun-
eral sexvice was held there at 1530 bra before a large number of high
French officials and a worshipful crowd which filled this huge ¢athe-

éral. The coffins were then carried out by men of « local military
unit to openArmylorries, and taken to the Chapel in the GazNoBLE
Cemetery where they will rest until trensported to Camada. ‘The en-

tire route followed by the funeral procession from the Cathedral to

the Cemetery was lined by the population of GRENOBLE, an impressive
tribute to the unfortunate victins of this tragic accident.

15 Following the conclusion of these ceremonies, a discussion

was held with Mr. Charpentier of the Canadian Embassy in Paris in

respect to Press releases and it was decided that these would be
handled entirely by him. Msgr Roy and I left GRENOBLE by car at

1930 brs, stayed overnight et DIGNE and reached at 1130 on

Sunday, 19 Nov. ‘The return trip from NICE by BRA plans,

which brought us in to ROME (Ciempino) at

16 jagong military men noted at CROIX

Noirvet, Military Governor of Lyon and Comdr

- Region, who had come especially to the area in the -

vision of the salvage operations; Brig-Gen ‘Osia, Comdr

of See Sees ee tri ok cen aabettiey on aka
military and gendarmerie participation 6 ons

joined his men in the elémb to the scene of the crash; Gol. Bobil~
lon, Comix of the 3r4 Territorial Legion of Gendarmerie of GRENOBLE
who supervised the work of the Gendarmes.

17 Phe causes of the eresh are being investigated by a commit-
tee of French experts, headed by Col. Belionte, Chief of the French

Civil Avietion Accident Investigation Division. Acting as observers

3

: ‘HePIGE were Li-Gen

6th MiliterySee E
<4Hiao
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on this Committee are Mr. Fournier of the Canadian Department x0
of Transport and G/C Carling-Kelly, Air Attache at the Cenadian
Embassy in Paris. Ag a full report of the deliberations of this
Committee will undoubtedly be forwarded by these Canadien obser-
vers, it has not been thought advisable to include in this re-

port amy remarks heard on the causes ef the crash, which at best
could only be supposition since there does not appear to have

been any eye-witness to the accident.

18 A posteard photograph of Mi. OBIGU is forwarded herewith,
together with a panoremie view of the area, as well as clippings
extracted from local newspapers for the 15, 16, 17 end 18 Nov.

BLSTRIBITLON:

Department of National Defence (Atay) (2)
Department of External Affairs 2)
newer Attache, Paris
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Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act x

Document divulgué en vertu “RESTRICTED

CRASH VIGZings Page 1

{a} Identifioation "Formal" . ot
5 x

Coffin No. Nome

1 MARTIDL, Abbe Enilien

3 BORRAU, User J.A.

4 TEERRS, irs Doria

5 tZOHAUD, kr. Alphonss

6 ARSENAUIT, Cure Poul Enilo

7 FRLIRTIER, Ives Adrienno

9 MOCCHIUETI, Dom Romano
12 FORTICR, tir. Henrt
15 IRNARD, Ir. Joseph Amedeo

27 TILUONS, lic. Ernost
28 PAQUET, Ly. Oscar
~3i- HOULE, Rev. Germain, On
32 LRNARD, te. Chorles Entle

=3Q_ NOHMAND, Miss Lucie
40 JACOB, ‘Lr. leon Alphones

—~35= DUSSAUIZ, LY. Antoine
43 POIRIGCR, Abbe Antoine

44 VACHON, Abbe Willien

47 FGAULON?, Laureat

50 FRICHAT, Cure Joseph
52 BUTERA, LY. Guiseppe
55 LAVALILE, ki. Arthur
56 DROUIN, Cure Isidore

CHE.

13 BENDERSON, (Co-Pilot)
14 WARKLETIN, (Fgxrot Havigstor)
36 HAG IBAAC, (Steward)
51 BOTHELL, (Socond Navigator)

{bd} Identification "Presumed"

2 LARIEL, Cure Edgar

8 GIROUX, Apbe Peul Emile
11 GOUILT, Ur. Achille

16 TILAONS, Urs Alice neo Lychault
19 TESSARD, lir. Josoph

17 CLAVET, Miss Dorina
20 LACHKOIX, lies Jeanne

a2 ELLYSON, ix. Roger

2h LACHDIX, Ules Merie-Thorose
29 MAROULIS, Lr. Stratos

33 EGNARD, lits Yvonne

37 COT, Urs Antoinette

38 BERUES, Mr. Gerard
42 GAGNON, Mr. Charles Lugene

bee GUILBAULT, Miss Eva

48 DROIT, Miso Merie Marthe
ww HEMARD, Abbe Philias |

7

i

a0

54

CREW

OLWSTEAD, (Captain).
NICHOLS, {iiadio Operator)
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(a)

Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act TM

Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur I’accés & l'information

RESTRICTED

Fago 2 gx

CRASH VIC jaZnS

Remains classified "Not Identifiable”

Coffin No.

18

21

23

25
26

30
3h

42

46

53,

%
a :

Man xX

Voman X

oman X

Kan X

Ken X

Human remains, of which two legs of a pricst

Woman Xx

Human remains,

Woman X

Woman X

“?

44

Fersons not Identifiod

Names

BARRE, lr. Bernard, OF

BERURS, Mts Alexine

CLEREONT, Miss odilla

TZEERS, Lr. Ulysse

GOUIEY, ire Olivine

TELDEUX, Bre Alexandrine

MICHAUD, lire sline

FELIDTION, La. Artbur

POULAIN, ies Ghislaine

PROVERCHER, Cure Antoine

ROBITATLIZ, tir. Feul Honri
Gunllonlh
*Meaar

CRET -

~—HACBOHALD, laos. — -—(Hostess )-

000185



y Se 7 a Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act

Document divulgué en vertu de Ia Loi sur l’acces & Vipformation .
* ca

000186



at

" La Presse " Montreal P.Q.

Document disciosed unaer tne Access to informanuion ACL

Document divulgué en vertu de Ia Loi sur l’accés 4 l'information

Lundi 4 decembre 1956.

Mer I. Bourassa réclame une
enquéte fédérale impartiale
fd . ‘ \
“Les faits connus et le bon sens nous commandent

de croire que le ’Pélerin Canadien” était trop

chargé et en mauvais état”, dit-il.

Sherbrooke, 4. (D.N.C.)—‘Je de-
mande une enquéte par le gouver-
nement et non.par la Curtiss-Reid,

june enquéte compléte et impartiale

a la lumiére de ce qui s’est passé a
‘Dorval, a Shannon, a Paris, 4 Rome

et ailleurs, partout ou l’avion “Péle-
rin Canadian” a circulé. Nous ne

jpouvons permetire que l’on tue nos}
gens de cette facon et que les cou-

‘pables s’échappent, Evidemment, les
desseins de Dieu sont 1a, mais quand

un homme est assassiné, les desseins
@e Dieu sont 1a aussi; ce qui n’em-
péche pas de chercher I’auteur du
,chime”,

_C’est par cette déclaration sensa-
tionnelle que Mgr Ira Bourassa,

P.D., curé a Ste-Praxéde de Bromp-
jtonville, terminait hier soir une con-

férence de trois heures, au cours

de laquelle il a porté des accusations

directes contre la Curtiss-Reid dont

tVavion “Pélerin Canadien” s'est
écrasé sur les flanes de l’Obiou le

13 novembre derniér, causant ‘la
;mort d’uneé soixantaine de personnes

yparties de Rome pour revenir en

‘Canada.

Aucun bldme au personnel de
Pavion

Mer Bourassa a tenu, 4 plusieurs

reprises, a exonérer de tout blame
le personne] de l’avion dans cette
tragédie et il a déclaré qu’il se taira

lorsque cette affaire sera éclaircie
et classée.

La_ grande salle paroissiale de
Ste-Praxéde, sous T’église,, était

remplie a craquer et une foule de

personnes étaient venues de Sher-
brooke et des paroisses environnan-
tes pour entendre le récit de Mgr
Bourassa. Parlant pendant prés de
trois heures, Mgr Bourassa a’ consa-
eré le début de sa conférence 4 la
tragédie de l’Obiou, puis, durant

toute la deuxiéme partie, il a pro-
duit devant ses auditeurs des
coupures de journaux italiens,
frangais, anglais, canadiens pour

appuyer les déclarations qu’il avait
faites le 23 novembre et qu’on lui
a reproché, en certains milieux,
d'avoir faites. Il a aussi lu que)l-
ques-unes des lettres qu’il avait
recues de pélerins gui avaient

voyagé a bord du “Pélerin Cana-
dien” et qui le félicitaient d’avoir

parlé, . . .
/ Mgr Bourassa a raconte avoir re-

éu un téluéphone d’un directeur de|
Curtiss-Reid. Ce directeur lui di-

sait avoir compris que Mgr Bou-
rassa devait faire une rétractation.

“Tl avait compris que je devais ré-

tracter ce que j’avais dit a M.
O’Neil, de la “Tribune”. Je lui ai

idit que je n’avais rien a rétracter,

jque j’en dirais davantage et que je

ne faisais que commencer 4 parler”.

‘La livre de bord

Mgr Bourassa a eu recours a des
‘coupures de journaux italiens et

francais pour appuyer sa théorie de

la cause de l’accident, et il a repro-
ché a la compagnie Curtiss-Reid de
persister 4 vouloir dire,que le li-

vre du bord n’a jamais été retrouvé
et quion ne le retrouvera qu’au!
printemps, si on le retrouve.

Le prélat a déclaré que les faits
connus, et aussi le bon sens, nous

-ccommandent de croire que, lors de

cette tragédie, Vavion était trop
chargé, qu'il était en mauvaise con-

dition; que pour ces deux raisons,
il n’a pu prendre de l’altitude et

éviter le sentier d’une tempéte de
vent qui l’a poussé contre le pic de
VYObiou.. Il a encore raconté que,}
daprés un journaliste italien, Bru-
no Romani, la page du livre de bord
notant le. défaut de moteur portait
les mots “Curtiss-Reid Flying”.

* Curtiss-Reid ment,

prétend Mgr Bourassa

“IL a déclaré que ‘Curtiss-Reid
ment effrontément quand elle pré-
tend n’avoir jamais eu d’accident)
depuis 1928 & venir jusqu’a la tra-

gédie de l’Obiou; il raconte que,

d’aprés une lettre dont il a donné)
lecture, les aviateurs Cannon et Li-

zotte, dont on a trouvé les corps

deux ans aprés leur disparition

dans Je nord, sont morts parce que

la compagnie les avait forcés a
prendre une direction ot. Cannon et

Lizotle appréhendaient une tempé-
te. “La compagnie n’a jamais voulu

faire poursuivre les recherches
dans Ja direction qu’elle avait forcé
les aviateurs de prendre, mais, au

bout de deux ans, c'est 1A qu’on a!
retrouvé leurs corps”. |

On lira plus bas de larges extraits

de la conférence de Mgr Bourassa

en ce qui concerne la tragédie de

YObiou. Mme J.-A. Ouellette, épou-

se du maire, a présenté Mgr Bou-
rassa qui a distribué ,A la fin de

la soirée, des souvenirs de Rome.

Complications ‘au départ de Dorval

“Nous avions été convoqués a
Vaéroport de Dorval pour midi le}
30 octobre, mais nous ne devions

‘partir qu’a 2 h. Nous avon: attendu
longtemps, jusqu’au moment ott

Yon est venu nous apprendre quel
nous ne partirions qu’a 6 h. duj

soir, que tout était prét, mais qu’ilt

fallait faire quelques petites répa-
rations,
.."Finslement nous sommes momn-

Jans T'avion et nous avons ef-

2 un ddcollage en chantant des
‘eligieux, Nous avions survolé

i direction de Sherbrooke et
Joos per soue attaint Bromr.

—
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onvilie lorsque je m’apergus que
-Mous rebroussions chemin. A un

moment donné, le’ chef-pilote_am-
nonga que nous retournions 4 Dor-
val, Tres peu de pélerins compri-

rent ce qui se passait, Personnel.’
Jement, avec lexpérience que j’a-

vais de plusieurs voyages en avion,
ma curiosité était un peu piquée.

J’avais été un peu surpris en, mon-
tant dans J’avion d’en remarquer [

Cintérieur. Je me rendis compte
que nous faisions le voyage dans

un avion qui avait transporté du
matériel de guerre et qu’on avait
transformé pour les fins de ces

pélerinages Montréal - Rome. Des!
Yanndénce du retour a Dorval, je
remarquai que l'une des hélices
était anrétée; ce qui voulait dire
que trois moteurs sur quatre fone-
tlonnaient. Et nous étions 61 passa-
gers A bord, 68 avec les membres’
de l’'équipage, sans compter le poids
du bagage. A noter ici que pour le
retour, le gouvernement canadien
avait autorisé notre transport par
avion de la T.W.A. a la condition
que Vavion ne prenne pas plus. de
47 pasasagers; nous avons .di en
laisser trois €@ Rome.

Or, au retour 4 Dorval, nous
volions trés bas et je me demande
si nous aurions pu éviter les mon-
tagnes s'il y en avait eu sur notre
route, Au retour a Dorval, on nous
invita A nous retirer dans les éa-
sernes de l’aéroport qui servent}
@hotellerie et on nous dit que Yonj
viendrait nous avertir une heure}
avant lé départ.”. ’

1 Réparations, durant la nuit

“Vers 11 h, le soir, nous -étions
encore dans Jes casernes et j’étais
curieux de savoir’ ce qui se passait
aux hangars, Je me rendis sur les
lieux et on insistait pour que je|
n’atrive pas jusqu’a l’avion. J’expli-!
quai que mon breviaire était dans
mon sac et que je voulais le lire.
Finalement, je réussis a me rendre
a lavion et méme & y monter pen-
dant que Von procédait aux répa-
jratoins. Et ie puis vous dire que
lorsque Ja Curtiss-Reid déclare que
lavion est revenu & Montréal pour
permettre de poser un moteur neuf
sur l'appareil, elle ment. J’ai vu
travailler les ouvriers, j’ai vu les
morceaux qu’ils remettaient ensem-
ible et je puis vous dire que ce n’était
pas des morceaux neufs.

Nouveau retard au départ
’ de Ciampino

Mgr Bourassa explique que le
Sroupe qui devait prendre un
avion 4 Ciampino le 13, devait, ori-
ginairement, retourner Par bateau,
comme il était convenu. “Senie-
ment, comme la plupart avaient
manifesté le désir de prendre l’a-
vion pour revenir au Canada plus
vite, Curtiss-Reid offrit de les ra-
mener. Us devaient partir a 8 h.
du matin, mais comme ils voulaient
assister a Vaudience générale, ils
remirent le départ 4 2 h. de l’aprés-
midi. L'avion devait étre prét a
partir a 2 h., mais il eut deux heu-
res de retard. Et quand la compa-

de l’avion a été retardé a cause
des pélerins, elle ment. Les péle-
rins étaient tous a V’aéroport de
Ciampino a 2 h. et c’est parce que
Vavion de Curtiss-Reid n’était pas
prét a partir a 2h. que Mgr Alder-
ville Bureau a jugé qu'il avait le
temps d’envoyer chercher ses ba-
gages au Collége Canadien et mon-

ene

gnie Curtiss-Reid dit que le départ

Reid Flying’. Un autre journal ra-

‘objets personnels et “une page du

faut en croire les journaux d’Italie,
c’est encore un trouble de moteur

¢ Qui empécha l’avion de partir a 2
h. La tragédie de l’Obiou n’aurait
jamais dQ se produire et ces victi-
mes ont é&é immolées inutilement.
“Les vrais coupables ne sont pas

ceux que l’on pense, I faut qu’une
enquéte ait lieu sur cette saleté.
Ceux qui sont morts ne furent pas
les seules victimes de la compagnie.
Ii y a tous ceux qui ont survécu et
qui vont parler, qui ont déja com-
mencé a parler aprés moi. J’ai des
documents, des lettres, des coupu-
res de journaux et je vais parler.

ter a bord de cet avion-la. Et s'il /

Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act
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“Personne n'a été surpris a
la nouvelle du désastre”

, Quand la tragédie s’est dérov-
lée, continue Mgr Bourassa, il était
h. du soir & Paris et 1 h. de Yaprés-

midi au Canada. Notre 8roupe n’a
appris la tragédié que le lendemain
matin; ici, 4 Sherbrooke, vous ’avez
apprise le soir méme, donc, avant
nous. Je n’ai pas besoin de souli-!
gner que ce fut une consternation, {
non seulement dans les groupes de
pélerins, mais aussi au sein des po-
pulations de la-bas qui étaient trés.
émues et peinées. Tout le monde
était consterné, mais personne n’a
été surpris & la nouvelle du, désas-
tre. Tout le monde se rendait comp-
te que le “Pélerin Canadien” n’était
pas un avion normal, mais que c’é-
tait un appareil que l’on avait trans-
formé, aménagé pour faire de I'ar-
gent. Comme disait Jarchitecte
Louis Audet dans une “tribune-
libre”, c’était du “bourrage de cra-
ne”, :

“M. De Ginet n’a jamais voulu se
laisser bourrer par cette compagnie
et ce n’est que parce que la compa-
gnie a réussi a lui jouer un. tour
qu'il a paru étre identifié. avec cet-
‘te compagnie.
: “Nous sommes revenus 4 bord
‘d'un T.W.A. et je puis vous dire
qu'en dépit des-sensations par les-
quelles nous avions passé, nous n’a-
vons pas eu peur une seule seconde

dans cet appareil. Nous avons
survolé le mont Blanc et les Alpes
suisses et ’avion n’a pas craché et
n’a pas eu de misére”,

Ce que disent les journaux Italiens, ‘
‘ francais et autres

i Ace sta’ de sa conférence, Mgr
'Bourrassa entreprend de faire la
lecture de journaux italiens, fran-
cais et autres sur les causes de la
tragédie. La plupart des nouvelles
sont en provenance de Grenoble ot
des journalistes italiens et frangais
avaient été envoyés par leurs jour-
naux. Tous ces journaux racontent

qu’un moteur a cessé de fonctionner
et que le livre de bord a été trouvé.
“Pourquoi, poursuit Mer Bou-

rassa, la compagnie persiste-t-elle a
faire croire que ces journalistes ont
youlu inventer ces faits? Pourquoi

‘persiste-t-elle a vouloir faire croire
qu’en pleine. nuit, dans les flancs

n’auraient trouvé rien de mieux que
dinventer une histoire sensation-
nelle pour Je plaisir de faire de la
sensation, et tout cela, dans le
décor macabre que l'on s’imagine,
si on ne I’a pas vu! Un journal dit
gu’une page du livre de bord a
été trouvé 4 1,500 pieds du lieu de
désastre, que cette page porte la
signature du chef-pilote, que le vent
soufflait & 70 kilométres (45 ou 50
jmilles 4 ’héure) d’aprés ce message.

“Jai ici un autre journal. La
nouvelle est encore en provenance
de Grenoble. Le journaliste, quil
signe Bruno Romani, raconte que lal
course normale de l’avion était la
iCorse, Marseille et la vallée du
Rhone, que V’avion était parti en
retard a cause d’un “dégat” & un
moteur et qu’une patrouille de se-
cours a découvert a 3,600 pieds
@’altitude, une page de livre de
bord qui portait le nom de “Curtiss.

conte que l’on a trouvé, éparpillés,
des lettres, des cartes postales, des

dvre de bord tachée d’huile”: qu'il!
faisait un vent de 40 a 50 milles:
a l’heure et que l'avion a été poussé
‘par le vent.
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Quesctions A la Curtiss-Reid

“La “Presse”, de Montréal, a
publié une nouvelle apparemment
donnée la-bas par M. Vanier, dans
laquelle il e$t dit que l’on a trouvé
une page de journal ot l’on raconte
que le temps était affreux; une
autre page de journal dit que le

temps était affreux. Le méme jour-
nal dit, dans son édition du 24
novembre, que la Curtiss-Reid
affirme que le livre de bord n’a pas
été trouvé et elle doute qu’on le
trouve un jour; dans Ja méme
nouvelle, la Curtiss-Reid dit que
les quatre moteurs fonctionnaient
normalement. Dans une autre nou-
velle, la Curtiss-Reid déclare que
le livre de bord n’a.pas été trouvé
et qu’on ne le trouvera pas avant

le printemps. Qu’est-ce qui lui dit
ga, 4 la compagnie, qu’il ne sera pas
trouvé avant le printemps? Et
qu’est-ce qui lui dit que les quatre
moteurs fonctionnaient quand des
documents trouvés dans les débris
disent qu’un moteur ne fonction-
nait pas. Dans un autre communi-
‘qué, la compagnie précise que le
‘livre de bord est tombé dans une
crevasse, au thilieu de la boue et
de la neige. Qui est-ce qui a vu ie
livre de bord dans le fond d’une

crevasse, au milieu de la boue et,

de la neige? ‘

Mgr Bourassa cite ensuite plu-'

sieurs dépéches dans les journaux |

canadiens ou autres, notamment

le “Presse, le “Devoir’, )“Action

iCatholique”, Ja “Tribune”, des)
nouvelles fournies par la presse

angiaise ou la Presse Canadienne

jdans lesquelles la compagivie per-

siste & dire que le livre de bord{|
n’a pas été trouvé.

“Evidemment, Ja compagnie espere
bien que le jivre de bord ne sera

jamais trouvé”, dit Mgr Bourassa.

Mer Roy a bien déclaré a Rome
que, dans son opinion, l’avion s’é-

fait égaré de sa voie et qu'il avail}
subi un retard au départ; ce qui

se produit fréquemment. Mais ce

nest qu’avec Ja Curtits-Reid que

ces retards étaient fréquents”.

Accident en 1929

. “Au cours de mon voyage. al.

{déclaré Mgr Bourassa, j’ai été mélé |.
& cing groupes de pélerins et, de-|.
puis ma déclaration a M. O'Neil,
j’ai recu des lettres off on me dit
“yous avez bien fait de parier’.

Tous ces gens-la, ce sont des gens

qui ont voyagé a4 bord du Curtiss-

Reid. Un pélerin de S.-Samuel de

Frontenac me dit que son groupe a

failli périr et que l’avion portait

71 personnes. La compagnie se

vante d’avoir effectué des voyages

A forfait depuis 1929 et d’avoir
transporté 2,000 pélerins 4 Rome

sans accident auparavant.:

' “J'ai une lettre ici d’un résidant
de St-Félicien, comté du Lac St-}
Jean, qui m’écrit qu’en 1929, deux
aviateurs de cette région avaient re-
cu instruction de partir pour une

certaine destination en avion. Ils
ne voulaient pas partir. La compa-
gnie les-a forcés a partir. Il s’agis-

> wea 2 E

sait d'un nommé Cahnon et d'un
nommé Lizotte. Les deux ont dis-}

paru. La compagnie n’a jamais vou-|

lu poursuivre les recherches dans ja

direction qu'elle avait forcé les
‘aviateurs de prendre; elle faisait
‘chercher ailleurs. Mais, au bout de
deux ans, on a retrouvé les deux

corps dans la direction quiils ne
;voulaient pas prendre 4 cause du
mauvais temps et qu’ils avaient pri-
se finalement aprés y avoir été for-
cés par la compagnie. La compagnie

Curtiss-Reid ment quand elle dit
avoir exploité son service sans at-
cident depuis 1928 a venir jusqu’a la
tragédie de l’Obiou.

Autres déclarations

Mgr Bourassa parié encore des
,déclarations faites a Québec par
lvabbé Noél Blanchet et M. C.-E.‘
"Pelletier, incri inant la compagnie,!
et auxquelles cclle-ci a répondu en
disant que le retard avait été causé
var un piston défectueux. “Pauvre
piston, on devait l’aimer, car on l'a
flatté pendant douze heures a Mont-
‘réal”,

Mgr Bourassa a déclaré que le
voyage du 13 ne devait pas se faire.
Curtiss-Reid a insisté pour avoir les}
pélerins qui songeaient a revenir

par avion <u lieu de prendre le ba-
teau. Il raconte ensuite tous les en-

nuis que son groupe a connus de

l'autre cété, aprés la tragédie, alors
qu'il n’y avait plus moyen de ren-
contrer les officiers ou les représen-
tants de Curtiss-Reid “qui se sau-
vaient dé nous”. “Elle ne s’est pas
roccupée de nous; c’était comme si
ynous n’avions jamais eu de billet de
‘retour avec elle. to :

“C’était une- compagnie a, avion
unique. Aprés la tragédie, elle ne
nous a pas dit de ne pas nous in-
quiéter; elle ne nous a pas fait sa-

voir qu’elle s’occuperait de nous

ramener; elle ne nous a vas donné
un seul cent pour nous aider a nous}

Javiateurs: ont risqué. leur vie, et

‘livre de bord: est introuvable et

débrouiller”.

e - Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act ‘
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“La compagnie n'a rien fait
pour nous”

,“M. Dollard Morin, arrivé 4 Mont-
réal ces jours-ci, a raconté depuis
que la compagnie leur avait renduil
‘tous les services possibles, mais ca,
c'est depuis l’entrevue que j’ai don-
née le 24 novembre. Je ne crains
pas de dire que la compagnie n’a
‘rfen fait pour nous’et que si nous
‘sommes revenus Sains et saufs au

pays, cé nest pas & Curtiss-Reid que
nous le devons. Sur Vappareil qui
nous a ramenés, nous avons eu un

excellent Service et on nous a Servi
& manger cing fois en neuf heures:
sur le Curtiss-Reid, nous avons
mangé deux sandwichs et une tasse
de café en. douze heures.

/ Eloge de l’équipage

_ Je tiens a dire que l’équipage a
lété fidéle & sa parole et 4 son de-
voir: je le crois et -j’en suis con-
vainceu; on Jlaccuse faussement!
quand on dit qu’il a changé sa route
pour la raccourcit; si le vent l’a
poussé en dehors du sentier, c’est
parce que l'avion était défectueux,
cest parce qu'il avait été mal pré-
paré; les aviateurs du “Pélerin Ca-
nadien” n’avaient aucun intérét a
abréger la course; ils avaient non
seulement les vies des passagers a
protéger, mais ils’ avaient la leur
aussi. Ils sont morts, ils ne peuvent
pas se défendre et c’est ma] de les
accuser, La seule explication 4 cet
accident, c’est celle dont on a déja
parlé; l’avion était trop chargé, les
|moteurs ne donnaient pas tout leur

rendement et le vent l’a envoyé dans
le séritier de la tempéte comme il
ne Pouvait prendre daltitude.

: “Les -aviateuts ont .essayé de
prendre de Valtitude, et. la preuve
cest- que l’avion a-frappé a une
faible distance du; pic de la mon-
tagne. Je défie qui que ce soit

dapporter une théorie -meilleure
que celle-l4, quand on se place a
la Jumiére des faits connus, quand
on est convaincu aussi que ces

quand on voit Ja persistance de la
compagnie a vouloir dire que le

ar

quil ne sera peut-étre jamais
trouvé, du. moins pas avant le prin-‘
temps. Avec d'autres, je demande
_— ei een

justice et je ne me tairai que lors
que toute cette affaire sera éclaire:
cie et classée.”

“Une emquéte réclamée

“Je demande une enquéte, une!
enquéte par le gouvernement et
yon par Ja Curtiss-Reid, une en-

‘quéte compléte et impartiale, a la
lumiére de ce qui s'est passé a
Dorval, a. Shannon, a Paris,
a Rome et ailleurs, ‘partout ow
Yavion a circulé, Nous “ne pou-

vous permettre que Ton tue

nos gens de cette facon et que
les coupables s’échappent. Evi-
demment, les desseins de Dieu sont
la, mais quand un homme est as-

sassiné, Jes desseins de Dieu sont.

Ja aussi; ce qui n’empéche pas d
chercher l’auteur du crime.‘ © --’

“Je tiens a répéter que les avia-
teurs étaient des aviateurs compé-
tents et ils devaient avoir le sens

de leurs responsabilités, car on ne

les voyait pas sourire souvent; ces

hommes-la ont fait leur possible et
Valtitude & laquelle ils avaient
réussi a faire parvenir leur appa-
reiy le prouve.” . ’

pon
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" Le Soleil " Quebec Que., 4 decembre 1950. &éf

Le drame de VObiou

lgr Bourassa demande
une enquéte impartiale

Le curé de Bromptonville demande au gou-
vernement d’intervenir et de faire enquéte sur
les causes de la terrible tragédie — Des re-
proches a la Curtiss Reid.

Sherbrooke 4. (DNC) “Je de j it ré |. que je devait rétracter ce j’avaimande une enquéte, une enquétejdit 4 M. O’Neil de la Tribune Je ”par ie epuvernement et non par da lui ai dit que je n‘avais rien aR ré-
Cur iss eid, une enquéte comple- tracter, que j'en dirais bien davan-
e et impartiale & la lumiére de ce tage et que je ne faisais que com-
qui s'est passé & Dorval, a, -': ty
nong, & Paris, 2 Rome, et ihe rg tnencer a parler”. |
partout ou l'avion “Pélerin Qana-: Mer Bourassa a eu recours & dés

dien” a cireulé. Nous ne pouvonsdécoupures de journaux italiens et
Bas permettre que l'on tue nos gens'trangais pour appuyer sa théorie de

bh cette fagon ‘et que les coupa-jqa cause de l’accident, et il a re-

es s‘échappent. Evidemment, lesproché 4 Curtiss Reid de persister 4 |
desseins de Dieu sont 14 mais quand 'youyjoiy dire que le livre de bord n'a

ein "Ge DI est assassiné. les des- jamais été retrouvé, et qu’on le re-
s de Diev sont 14 aussi, ce qui oor - ; e-

n'empéche par de chercher Vauteur pouve! au printemps, si on le 7
du crime”. . ;

C'est par cette déclaration sen-! Le prélat a déclaré que les faits
sationnelle que Mgr Ira Bourassa,connus et aussi Je bons sens, nous

P.D., curé & Ste-Praxéde de Bromp-commandent de croire que lors de |
tonville, terminait. hier soir, unegette tragédie, 'avion était trop

{conférence de prés de trois heu-chargé, qu'il était en mauvaise con-

res, au cours de laquelle il a portéldition, due pour ces deux. raisons,
des accusations contre la “Curtissil n’a pu prendre de l’altitude et
Reid” dont Yavion “Pélerin Cana- éviter le sentier d’une tempéte de

dien” s'est écrasé sur les flancsivent qui l’a poussé contre le pic de

de l'‘Obiou le 13 novembre dernier,VObiou, Il a encore raconté que ,

causant la mort d'une soixantaine'd’aprés un journaliste italien, Bruno 
}

de personnes parties de Rome pour, Romani, la page du livre de bord |
revenir au Canada, Mgr Bourassa. lat nt un défaut de moteur, por- |

s'est. montré encore plus agressif ait ve: mots “Curtiss Reid Flying”.
quit ne lavait fait dans.une en-!%alt les mo vu iateurs
trevue qu'il donnait & un journa-jik & fait vallusion ae até ..

“a +i ” ; {Gannon et Lizotte, dont on a trouve
iste de “La Tribune” dans la jour\ ee corps deux ans apres leur dispa- eenée du 23 novembre dernier ¢: a tition dans le nord, au cours d’une! |

annoncé au début de sa causerle _ : ,

qui] en dirait encore bien plus cue tempéte.
dans cet entretien, Il a tenu & plu-F

sieurs reprises, & exénorer de tout

piame le personnel de l’'avion dans

cette tragédie et il a déclaré qu'il

se taiera que lorsque cette affaire

sera éclaircie et classée,

La trés grande salle paroissiale ‘de

Ste-Praxéde, sous l’église, était rem-

plie & craquer. Mgr Bourassa a

consacré le début de sa conférence

ala tragédie de l’Obiou, puis, toute

la deuxiéme partie, il a produit de-

vant ses auditeurs des découpures

de journaux italiens, francais, an-

giais, canadiens, pour appuyer ses

idéclarations faites le 23 novembre

et qu’on lui a reproché, en certains

milieux, d’avoir faites, et il a ju

quelques-umes des lettres regues de

pélerins qui avaient voyage & bord}

du “Pélerin Canadien” et qui Je fé-

licitaient d'avoir parlé. Mgr Bou-

rassa a raconté avoir recu un télé-

iphone’ d'un directeur de Curtiss

iReid. Ce directeur lui disait avoir

‘compris de l'Archevéque de Mont-

lréal, que Mgr Bourassa devait faire

une rétractation. “Il avait compris

nl
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le @ décembre 1950

Cher monsieur Latroia,

Comme suite & ma lettre du £4 novembre

1950, en réponse & votre demande au sujet de i*sect-

dont qui s*eet produit & Hont Gbiou dane les Alpes

frangeises, je Geis vous dire que ia. Curtiss-"eid

Plying Service était dimcnt auteorisée par licence de

la Commission des transporte a@riens et per unm certi-

ficat de mon minietére @*expleiter un surviee de vol
international par frétement. tious avons apprise de le

Commission des transports aériens cue loraqutelie re-

nouvelle sa IMeence @*exploitation en mai de cette

année, la comprgnie @ satisfsit- la Commission que

les exigences d@*agsurances 4¢ la Commission, & savoir:

responsabilité vis-a+vie les passazers de $20,000 par
sitge, était maintenue.

bm £éponse 4 votre @euxidne question, je
teois vous dire que l*inspeecteur Fournier vient de
rentrer Ge France ct aussitst que nous serone eu ltocea-
sien d*étudier son ranport, une letters sera faite
au gajet de cet accident.

Bien sintérement & vous,

WOME CHEVEE

Boneieur Silfrid Latroiaz, aéputé

152, rue Scaint-rierre

Quebec, Fete
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"FOR TRANSLATION" o

w_
a

FILES: 5002-257

meen
5260-970

Ottawa,

December 4, 1950.
a

Dear Mr. LaCroix:

Further to my letter of November 24, 1950, in

reply to your enquiry concerning the accident which occurred

at Mount Obiou in the French Alps, you are advised that the

Curtiss-Reid Flying Service was properly licensed by the Air

Transport Board and certificated by this Department to operate

an international flying charter service. It has been

ascertained from the Air Transport Board that, when renewing

their operating licence in May of this year, the Company

satisfied the Board that the insurance requirement of the

Board, namely, passenger liability of $20,000.00 per seat,

was being maintained.

In reply to your second question, you are

advised that Inspector Fournier has just returned from

France and as soon as there has been an opportunity to

study his report, a statement will be issued concerning

this accident,

Yours faithfully,

Minister of Transport.

Wilfrid LaCroix, Esq., M.P.;

132 St. Pierre Street, - oo E tey

Quebec, P. Q. ‘,* wh

CTT/VMA

(OF
——" 900192
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December 4th, 1950.

Dear Sirs:

I am in receipt of your letter dated

November 28th concerning the crash of the "Canadian Pil-

grim" aircraft in France recently.

It is the custom of the Department of

Transport to issue e summary of the findings of Boards

of Inquiry into the cause of aircraft eccidents which

occur in Canada. The accident to the "Canadien Pilgrin",

having ocfurred in France, is being investigated by the
French Aeroneutical authorities and it is expected that

their findings will be communicated to the Canadian

Government.

On receipt of this informetion a public
statement will be issued.

Yours faithfully,

(Lio@el Chevrier),

Minister of Transport.

Messrs. Hyde and Ahern,

Advocates,

112 St. James Street West,

MONTREAL 1, P.Q.

¥ GE CAL
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT wy, "a 2

INTRA-DEPARTMENTAL CORRESPONDENCE 2-50

YOUR FILE. SUBJECT . OUR FILE

Crash of the "Canadian Pilgrim” 5002257

(CAR)

250 6uU

MEMORANDUM TO C. AR.

1. With reference to the letter from
Messrs. Hyde and Ahern, Advocates, to the Minister,

attached hereto is draft of the suggested reply, as

requested by the Honourable Mr. Chevrier.

(D.D. Murphy),

Inspector, Air Regulations.

COM,
Sue «cee Fecf,

Encl. C (FF /2.
7 Be
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a . aor? | pRrartTt 3
ae File: 5002 - 257

OTTAWA, Ontarfo,

December Ist, 1950.

Dear Sirs:

I am in receipt of your letter dated November 28th

concerning the crash of the "Canadian Pilgrim" aircraft in France

recently.

It is the custom of the Department of Transport to

issue a summary of the findings of Boards of Inquiry into the

cause of aircraft accidents which occur in Canada. The accident

to the £Canadian Pilgrim", having occurred in France, is being

investigated by the French Aeronautical authoritities and it is

expected that their findings will be communicated to the Canadian

Government.

On receipt of this information a public statement

will be issued.

Yours faithfully,

Messrs. Hyde and Ahern,

Advocates, -

112 St. James Street West,

MONTREAL 1, P.Q.

Yy | | 000195
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Office of the Minister of Transport fo
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT

INTRA-DEPARTMENTAL CORRESPONDENCE

_ Ottawa, Ontario,.. November 30,1950...
PLACE DATE

2-50

YOUR FILE “mE Accident Involving Curtiss-Reid Flying Service | 5002-257 cai EAR)
Rome to Montreal Flight. Poe ere.

pp

A

ot bls
319 ge

rf

MEMORANDUM TO: THE MINISTER'S SECRETARY.

le With reference to the communication from

Mr. Wilfrid LaCroix, M.P., this is to advise that the

Curtiss-Reid Flying Service was properly licensed by

the Air Transport Board and certificated by this

Department to operate an international flying charter

service. It has been ascertained, from the Air Transport

Board, that, when renewing their operating licence in May

of this year, the Company satisfied the Board that the

insurance requirement of the Board, namely, passenger

liability of $20,000.00 per seat, was being maintained.

no ° In reply to Mr. LaCroix's second question,

you are advised that Inspector Fournier has not yet

returned from France and that, on his return, his report

will be submitted for the Minister's consideration and

for decision regarding its release in whole or in part.

ane pave d by , a
vl

é
374

i

ore) yee
|,I

are At tl OF fgn we
19¢ (C. T. Travers),

Superintendent, Air Regulations,

CTT/VMA
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, y fo. 0

“HYDE & AHERN ~~

Te ADVOCATES © ;
CABLE ADDRESS: LEGALITY MONTREAL”

WESTERN UNION CODE

JOHN G.AHERN,K.C. J.RICHARD HYDE

R.G.LEFRANCOIS PAUL A,OUIMET li2 ST. JAMES STREET WEST,

JEAN J.caDsols MONTREAL,!, November 28th 1950.
sl

| TRA SP GaT ‘nS
The Honourable 26745 oo an.

The Minister of Transport, - NOV £9 198C
Ottawa, CANADA.

6 2.- $7| Fite.

Dear Sirs:-

A client of ours, Mrs. Maroulis, lost her

husband in the crash of the aeroplane "Canadian Pilgrim"

in France recently.

We understand that your Department has sent

representatives to hold an investigation in France as to

the cause of the accident. —

If and when a report is made will you kindly

let us know if it will be available to the interested

parties.

Yours very truly,

yy 000198
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" LIACTION CATHOLIQUE " 24 NOVEMBRE 1950,

Ee

La tragédie du mont Obiou

Une déclaration de
Moar Ira Bourassa

Dans une entrevue exclusive accordée a un journaliste

de “La Tribune” de Sherbrooke, Mgr Ira Bourassa, curé de

Bromptonville, qui arrive d’un voyage de quelques semaines

gédie du Mont Obiou.

Mgr Ira Bourassa, P.D., curé a
Ste-Praxéde de Bromptonville,

de retour.de Rome ow il a effec-

tué un voyage sensationnel dans

VPatmosphére du tragique accident

des alpes francaises a donné

hier aprés-midi, un entretien non

moins sensationnel en marge de

cette tragédie, dans lequel il dé-

clare entre autres choses que ies

passagers du “Canadian Pilgrim”

ont perdu la vie sur l’Obiou par-

ce que l’avion était en mauvaise

condition, qu’il était trop chargé

‘et que l'un des moteurs ne fonc-

tionnait pas..

Mgr Bourassa a révélé autour

de ce désastre un fait jusqu’ici

ignoré de ce cété-ci de lAtianti-

que, 4 l’effet que le livre de bord

du “Canadian Pilgrim” a été trou-
vé intact dans les flancs neigeux

de V’Obiou et que sur une page ta-

chée d’huile, on a déchiffré un

message du pilote qui se lisait

come ‘suit: “un moteur a cessé de

fonctionner”.

‘7 Mgr Bourassa est revenu aprés

voir -ffectué le voyage du re-
four a bord d’un autre appareil.

Dés Ie départ de Tavion de
o
e

' wr '

ne déclaration de...
(auste ue ia iefe p..ge)

gr Bourassa dit qu’il conservera

omme l’un des beaux souvenirs

fde son voyag-, la gentilless. de

ces Irlandais catholiques qui mi-

rent tout em oeuvre pour égayer

les voyageurs et leur faire ou-

bler que le retard du “Canadian

Pilgrim” leur faisait manquer les

grandioses céremonies de 14 psu-

clamation-du dogme de ]’Assomp-~

tion a Rome. Mgr Bourassa célé-

bra la messe dans la chapelle de
l’aéroport et communia tous ses

confréres du sacerdocé et la plu-

part des pélerins. C’était le ma-

tin de la Toussaint et i] netait

plus question de songer a “faire”
cme ob von ne s2rait arrivé que

ers le soir, et donc, les cérémo-

ies finies. Et c’est 1a, 4 Shan-

an, que les pélerins décidérent

e changer leur itinéraire et d’en-
treprendre Paris, Lourdes, la Cé-

te d@’Azur et Nice avant d’arriver

A Rome, ce qu’ils se proposaient

de faire au retour de la Ville E-

terneelle of ils devaient assister

& la proclamation du dogme de
YAssomption, mais non 4 la béa-

tification de Marguerite Bour-

geoys.

.Leg pélerins se dirigérent done

vers Paris ot ils arrivaient un

peu aprés midi. le jour de la

Toussaint. A Paris méme, ils fu-

rent Vobjet d’une belle réception

dpns la salle du conseil munici-

ppl o& un conseiller de la ville
I¢ur souhaita la bienvenue, en

i o‘s charmants auxquels répon-

t Mgr Bourassa. [Is ‘visiterent

en Europe, a fait la déclaration qu’on lira plus bas sur la tra-

Montréal, le soir du 30 octobre & ,;

six heures, il y avait déja quel-

que chose d’anormal qui se pas-

sait, a déclaré au début de son ré-
cit Mgr Bourassa, qui ajoute qu’en

quittant Dorval, Vavion prit la

voie ordinaire vers St-Hubert, St-

Francois-Xavier de Brompton,

Sherbrooke, Mégantic et Mone~

ton. “Mais avant méme d’attein-
dre St-Francois dont nous aper«

cevions Its lumiéres, l’avion re-
broussa chemin pour nous rame- #
ner & Dorval oi: nous avons passé
la nuit a hotel de l’aéroport. Tl
fallut douze heures pour réparer

la panne de moteur et nous som-

mes repartis le lendemain matin

A six heures. Une premiére escale
nous descendait 4 Grander, Ter-
re-Neuve vers dix heures du ma

tin le 31 et 4 la fin de la nuit sui-

vante, la machine nous descen=

dait A l’aéroport de Shannan, Ire}

Jande, aprés avoir fait le saut de

Océan”,

A Shannan, bon nombre dIr-
landais, ‘inquiétés par le retard

de l’avion, recurent les pélerins

avec une joie non dissimulée et
(suite & la page 21)

—<—}

aussi Uh6tel de ville et demeuré-
rent dans la ville une couple d

jours. Le mardi, le groupe se ren}
dait 4 Lourdes, “un peu désert

cette époque-ci de l’année, ce qui

nous a permis de visiter et de cir-

culer plus 4 notre aise au sanc-

tuaire et sur les abords, nous dit

Mer Bourassa, qui ajoute que ce-

péndant il y avait sur les lieux,
un imposant groupe de .pélerins

de la Nouvelle-Angleterre.

De Paris, les pélerins se rendi-

rent sur la Céte d’Azur visitérent

Nice et Monte Carlo. De Nice a

Rome, les pélerins firent le voya-

ge en chefin de fer, tandis que Mgr

Bourassa le faisait en avion pou!

faire‘les préparatifs, du lendemair’

de la cérémonie de la béatificatior'

de Marguerite Bourgeoys. Le len

demain, 13 novembre, le groupe s'
trouvait réuni au 1200 Canadiens a:

qui le Souverain Pontife donnait

une audience générale spéciale,

cette méme audience 4 laquelle
assistérent les victimes de la tragé-

die. Immédiaternent aprés cette cé_
rémonie qui avait suivi celle de la

béatification, ceux qui montaient 4

bord du “Canadian Pilgrim” re-

tournérent 4 leur héte! pour. cher-

cher leur bagage et filer 4 Paéro--

port de Ciampino a huit milles

de Rome. Laissons maintenant la

parole 4 Mgr Bourassa:

“Les pélerins de notre groupe et

les péleriris qui ont péri se parta-

geaient trois hételleries, le “Nova

Roma”, le “Quirinal” et le “San

Remo”. Immédiatement aprés fe

déjeuner, le groupe partit popr

VYaéroport de Ciampino acccinpe-.

gné de Mgr Alderville Bureau, (’u-|
ne des victimes. Il est a remarquer:

~

a9
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ait pas monter dans cet avion.
Caw n’est que rendu a laéroport

“a,

mcuseaineeia .

bo

ependant que Mgr Bureau ne de- |

iqtil décida de partir, car 1A enco-
re, un retard de deux heures lui

jpermettait d’envoyer chercher ses,

bagages qui étaient au Collége|

Canadien et de partir avec le
groupe.

“Tl était sept heures du soir en
France et une heure de l’gprés-
midi quand la tragédie s’est pro-{

duite. Mais ce n’est que le lende-

main, le 14, que notre groupe ap-

prit la nouvelle. Nous étions ren- |

dus a Capri ot: nous avions passé
la nuit. Cette randonnée du len-|
demain de Vaudience générale au

‘rente. Ce matin du 14, quelques

tendait son tour sur la chaise, prit

|“Il Tempo” et le journal “Il Mes-

Vatican, comportait pour nous un

arrét 4 Naples et un autre a Cor-

pélerins entrérent dans une bou-|

tique de barbier aprés le déjeuner

et apercevant un journal italien,

Yun des pélerins, un prétre, qui at-

la feuille dans ses mains et dit a
ses compagnons en badinant:
— Voulez-vous que je vous lise

de litalien? }
“Or le journal annongait en}

grosses manchettes de premiere
page la tragédie des Alpes. Tue ba-}
binage fut de courte durée. Tout}

le monde était figé de stupeur.

Nous venions de laisser et nous

avions causé avec elles la veille,

une dizaine des victimes. Des pé-
Jerins se sont mis 4 genoux, a,

dans la boutique de barbier et dans |
le vestibule de l’hétel “Nova Ro-
ma”, Mais aprés cétte premiére
commotion les conversations indi- |

quaient bien que personne n’était

surpris et chacun se rendait comp- |

te, pour en avoir fait un commen- [

cement d’expérience, que cet a-j},
vion devait avoir un accident tat

ou fard. I»
.“Mais pour des raisons que nous |

ne connaissons pas, les pélerins qui|’

rentrent de Rome en Amérique}
sont surpris d’apprendre que de

‘ce cdété-ci de J’océan, on ignore la
‘cause de Vaccident. Quelqu’un a

‘eu intérét, c’est évident, a/ filtrer
Vinformation qui a traversé l’A-

mérique. Les journaux francais et
italiens n’ont pas apporté de re-

tard 4 faire connaitre la cause de’

Yacident: une autre panne de mo-

teur. ,
“Dés le lendemain'de la tragé-

die, les premiers alpinisies a esca-

lader la montagne ont trouvé le

livre du bord de l’avion ;il était

intact, sauf gqu’humecté par la

neige, sali et taché d’huile; les’

feuilles n’en étaient seulement pas

arrachées, et sur lune des pages
le livre de bord disait: “Un moteur

a cessé de fonctionner”., Le journal

{

+

sagero” d’Italie, de méme que le

“Figaro”, de Paris, ont raconté ce
détail trés important. L’un des

‘deux journaux italiens décrivai: la |

feuille du‘livre de bord et*disait
dans quel état on J’avait recueil-
lie: Pagina Maculta oleo (la page!
portait des taches d’huile).

“Quant & nous, notre premier!|
‘souci était de nous assurer le re-

tour. De retour &4 Rome d’oti nous.
devions repartir, nous avons essayé .

en vain de rencontrer des officiers;

jde la compagnie, mais ce fut |
‘vain, ils se sauvaient de nous, nous
‘wm’avons jamais pu les atteindre.
‘Au bureau méme de la compagnie,
& Rome, le 19, nous avons vaine-
ment tenté de voir le gérant pour

savoir si nous partions ou si nous
ne partions pas. Au bureau, il n’y

avait méme pas de gérant et un
garcon de comptoir nous a déclaré
qu’il ne connaissait rien de cela.
Bien plus, Mile Edith Chipin, qui
nous pilotait, n’a jamais pu rien

obtenir, . aucun renseignement|
d’aucune sorte, apres plusieurs.

tentatives de pélerins individuelle-
iment ou_en délégation.

iors

Nous nous sommes alors tournévers M. Désy, ambassadeur cana.
dien en Italie, qui nous a accueilli
chaleureusement et a sympathisé
avec notre groupe. M. Désy nous
a déclaré qu’il n’était pas autorisé
a@ nous donner de Targent dont
plusieurs avaient besoin pour pas-
ser deux autres jours, mais il nous
dit qu’il ferait impossible pour
obtenir du gouvernement canadien
qu un avion vienne nous chercher.
C’est ce qu'il a fait et les derniers
arrangements ont été faits entre la
Trans World Airline et le repré-
Sentant & Montréal de l’agence de

ages elerinage

de PAmitié”, Ses et Voyages
La version la plus répandue au

Canada, quant a la cause de l’acci-
dent, avons-nous dit, c’est que le
pilote du “Canadian Pilgrim” avait
voulu prendre un raccourci au-
dessus des Alpes francaises par

tard au décollage de Rome?
Le gouvernement canadien, nous

a répondu Mgr Bourassa, en don-

‘tourner au Canada plus rapide-

suite dé ses deux heures de re-| {Or, la faute retombe sur la compa-

nant la permission d’envoyer un
avion nous chercher & Rome, n’a;
pas voulu autoriser plus que 47
fpélerins 4 bord. Au départ de
Montréal, le soir du 30 octobre,
nous étions 68 4 bord en comptant
Péquipage. Et quand le “Canadian
Pilgrim” est revenu pour le voya-
ge tragique il portait 61 personnes.
Ti est évident que V’avion n’était
pas en état de porter une telle
charge et il avait eu assez de pan-
nes et de difficultés depuis un ceér-

tain temps, la compagnie aurait da
y voir. Ti est faux, absolument

faux, que le pilote ait pris un
raccourci pour compenser 4 son re-

tard de deux heures 4 Rome, Ce
qui est arrivé, c’est qu’un moteur
a manqué et les trois autres n’é-
'taient pas assez puissants pour}

lsupporter la charge. Quelques

heures avant la‘tragédie, i plen-

aeTT .

ait et il ventait trés fort 4 Rome,

‘et on peut s’imaginer ce que cela
pouvait étre dans les Alpes. Un

vent a soufflé A une force de cent

‘milles 4 ’heure dans les montagnes

ce soir-la, accompagné de neige, et
Vavion, impuissant A prendre ae
:Valtitude & cause de sa charge, et

affaibli par Vinactivité d’un mo-
teur, n’a pas pu s’élever au-dessus

du sentier de la tempéte et il a été
poussé et emporté loin de son tra-

‘jet jusqu’a ce av’ frappe de flanc
le mont Obiou. C’est 1A la version
deg journaux italiens et francais et

est bien la conviction d’un grand
‘nombre de pélerins qui reviennent

‘de Rome et qui étaient en Europe

‘quand s’est produit le désastre.

. Le pilote n’a pas été sans se

vendre compte, d’aprés ce que vous|.

dites, du danger qu’il courait ?

. Le pilote était d’une grande ha-

bileté et les pélerins n’ont rien a
reprocher au personnel de ces a-
.vions qui était dune grande pré-

‘yenance, remplis d’attentions de
ous les instants pour leurs passa-

egers. Mais la compagnie savait

‘qu’elie transportait ses pélerins

‘dans une “barouche” depuis plu-
sieurs semaines. Ce n’était pas un

avion pour des passagers; c’était
un avion qui avait ser#i au trans-

port de matériel-de guerre aux A-
lcores pendant le dernier conflit ef

fon Vavait aménagé pour voyager

Hes pélerins de Année Sainte, Dés
‘que j’y fus monté, A Dorval, le soir

fdu 30 octobre, j’ai eu tout de suite
‘Vimpression que ce n’était pas un

avion comme ceux que j’avais dé-

‘JA vus, dans lesquels j’avais monté,
‘Pendant le trajet Montréal-Saint-

Francois-Xavier, dvant que l’avion

‘ne retourne a Dorval pour la pan-
ne de douze heures, j’avais rermar-

qué que une des hélices ne fone~

tionnait pas, et le lendemain, au-

dessus de Océan, j’ai remarqué
que l’hélice d’un des moteurs fonc-

tionnait au ralenti. Quand une hé-

lice fonctionne bien, vous ne ja
voyez pas. Or, & ce moment-ia,

il y avait déja un risque pour

nous de tomber dans 1’Océan...

Dans ce temps-la, vous savez, en-
tre la terre et eau, vous dites :

“Mon Dieu, nous sommes entre vos

jofficier dela compagnie. La com-

imais dans ses voitures.
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“Est-ce que votre groupe devait
revenir sur le “Canadian Pilgrim’?

i, Nous faisions un voyage de

jours, du 30 octobre au 13 nove 1

bre, aller et retour, sur le “Ca-

nadian Pilgrim”. C’était 1A notre}
contrat initial. Toutefois, la com-

pagnie nous avait demandé si nous

aviong objections 4 retarder de

quelques jours pour prendre des
lpélerins qui étaient allég en Euro-
ipe par bateau et qui voulaient re-

ment. Les victimes formaient ce
groupe: ils étaient venus par ba-}

‘teau avec Mgr Roy et repartaient
‘le 13 par lavion détruit.

“Dans cette tragédie, poursuit
Mgr Bourassa, la compagnie veut

rejeter le blame sur l’équipage qui

ne peut pas se défendre: tous sont

morts avec les pélerins de Rome.

gnie qui avait laissé entre les

mains de ses employés, un avion
qui n’était pas en condition. A Ro-
me, nous n’avons pu voir aucun

pagnie Curtiss-Reid a fait deux

jsortes de victimes dans cette é-

spouvantable chose: des morts et
des vivants. C’est une tragédie qui

n’aurait jamais dQ se produire. Je

voyage dans des avions depuis
1936, je suis monté dans les avions

d’une huitaine de compagnies el je

n’ai jamais vu un avion aussi mal

léquipé que celui-la. Tous les peé-|
lerins que j'ai rencontrés et qui ont

ivoyagé & bord de cet avion sont

mécontents et ne remontérent ja-}
Et tout

ce que je vous dis, vous pouvez le
souligner et dire que c’est moi

qui vous l’ai dit”.

Mer Bourassa a déclaré que plu-|:

wieurgs pélerins sont mal pris en

Europe et méme 4 Rome, par suite

‘de cette tragédie. C’est le cas de
deux prétres du diocése, nous dit-

a: . les abbés Arthur Auber,
ici Sawyerville, et Roland
jais, de St-Mathias.

\B Neus avons demandé & Mgr Bou-
rrassa s'il avait vu le St-Pére apres

{la tragédie des Alpes. Il nous @ re-

pondy qu’aprés l’accident, le Souve-
‘rain Pontife a parlé deux fois aux

‘Canadiens. Le groupe de Mgr Bou-
rassa assistait & la deuxiéme au-

i dience, le 19 dans l’avant-midi. * “Le
'Souverain Pontife nous a parlé

pendant au moins quinze minutes.

T] était trés ému et sa voix trem-

iplait. Tous les pélerins l’entou-

jraient comme on s’approche dun!
bon pére. Il nous a parlé, a béni
‘nos objets de piété; des pélerins qui

-avaient Jaissé leur mére au_ pays,

‘lui demandait de la bénir. Quand

‘on est si prés du Pape, on pleure,

‘mais on pleure de joie”.

! Mg. Bourassa a terminé cet en-
tretiem en disant qu'il avait accom-

pagné & Rome, probablement l’un

des geoupes les plus intéressants de}

J pélerins; il n’a pas tari d’éloge sur

\Ja fason dont ces hommes et ces

ifemmes, ces jeunes gens et ces

| jeunes filles se sont comportés pen-

dant tout le voyage, il voudrait re-

vivre le bel esprit qui s’est manifes-

té du commencement & la fin, et

il nous_dit que tous étaient visi-

btement émus @ l’arrivée & Mont-.

réal, Mais il souligne qu’un inci-;

dent du voyage n’est pas étrange &

‘eette sympathie communicative re-

‘marquable dans le groupe.

A Ja deuxiéme visite 4 Rome,

alors que le groupe était désem-

paré au sujet du retour, M. Désy
‘eur dit qu'il n’était pas autorisé 4

leur donner de J'argent pour les

accemmoder aux derniers jours!

‘
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du voyage. Ce que voyant, tous les :
membres de l'équipe s’aidérent mu-

tuellement pour la derniére étape

et ces petits services rendus dans

-un moment d’affolement, n’ont pas

peu contribué & créer un échange

de sympathies touchantes. A la

descente de l’avion, Mgr Bourassa

a réuni tout Ie groupe et leur a

parlé; il leur a demandé de se

souvenir toute leur vie du voyage!

gui venait de finir.

Quant & lui personnellement, il

conserve aussi comme I’un des plus

i beaux souvenirs du voyage un cru-+

cifix de mosaique qui porte en re-

lief sur argent l’effigie des quatre

grandes basiliques de Rome.

LA CURTISS-REID

Dans une déclaration faite & un],

journaliste de Montréal, un offi-

ciel de la Curtiss-Reid, a expliqué

qu’en fait Vavion “Pélerin Cana-

dien” n’avait été forcé de: revenir

‘& sa base de Dorval aprés avoir}:
Pparcouru une certaine distance, le[

jour du départ, le 30 octobre. En

‘eours de route, alors que J’aérobus

survolait les Cantons de lEst, le

capitaine constata qu’un des mo-

teurs ne fonctionnait pas 4 son

goat. Bien qu’il aurait pu faci-
‘lement atteindre Gander, & Terre-

Neuve, il décida de rebrousser che-
min immédiatement et de faire

i effectuer les réparations & Mont-
,;réal. Un autre moteur fut mis en
place et Pavion put reprendre lair
le lendemain,

' On.a de plus signalé qu’il arrive
‘trés fréquemment que des avions
soient forcés de rebrousser chemin
pour des troubles de moteurs, les|-
Pilotes de toutes les lignes ayant
ordre de ne jamais prendre de
chance,

+ ag
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TRANSLATION 
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° AR , . birdce cst tots a dam wea

. November 24, 195

i

Dear Mr. LaCroix,

In the absence of the Minister, who is

on an official tour in Western Canada, I take the

liberty of acknowledging receipt of your letter of

November 23 in connection with the accident at Mount

Obiou in the French Alps.

Your letter will be handed to Mr. Chevrier

immediately ypon his return to the office, and in the

meantime, I am discussing the matter with the proper

authorities of the Department. I am sure the Minister

will want to write you in that connection in the near

t

future.

Yours truly,

Lucien Lamoureux

Wilfrid LaCroix, Esq., M.P.,

152 St. Pierre St.,

Quebec, P.¢.

000204
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TO TRANSLATOR |
{

NOV_ 27,74 "1 ;

“TE :
eerue evaReecer: em ery 4

CQeRO. LEVICES :

~

do 24 novembre, 1950,

‘ . °

Cher monsieur LaCroix,

En l'absence du ministre,

gui est en tournée officielle dans 1'Quest du
anada, je prends la liberté de vous accuser

réception de votre lattre du 23 novembre au sujet
du désastre du Mont Obiou dans les Alpes Francaises.

Votre communication sera mise
devant M. Chevrier dés son retour au bureau, et
dana l'intervalle, je mfempresse de discuter la

teneur de votre lettre avec les autorités concernées
du ministere. Je suis certain que le ministre
voudra vous écrire a ce sujet dans l'avenir rapproché,

Votre tout dévoué,

. eft OUREUK

Lucien Lamoureux,

Seer ON

. Oa , [ \
hae i 6;Wilfrid LaCroix, député, - ce nent (als. en

/M,. 132, rue St.Pierre,

Québec, PQ. | ‘ reve ul. ;. “, & r

aS
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METROPOLITAN LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY

FREDERICK H. ECKER, Chairman of the Board

Leroy A. LINCOLN, President
CANADIAN HEAD OFFICE

OTTAWA, CANADA

ARTHUR S.Bourinor

MANAGER

oe Bo

November 24, 1950

ma . > =
“ot de ae)

a NOV 25 1950

Mr. C. T. Travers PSA 2
Superintendent, Air Regulations

Civil Aviation Division

Department of Transport

Ottawa, Ontario

Dear Mr, Travers:

It was very kind of you to obtain

the information contained in your November 22nd

letter,

Just in case there is further

correspondence, the undersigned was the inquirer,

not our Mr. John A. Wilson.

Yours sincerely,

Aon
Reid H. Wilson

Section Head

RHW/P Claim Division

000207
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ah . 73

&- | HOUSE OF COMMONS
el ‘ CANADA

Quebec, November 23, 1960

Honourable Lionel Chevrier,

Minister of Transport,

Ottawa.

sir, 29138

Several persons of my county lost their lives

in the accident which happened at Mount Obiou in French Alps,

and their rélatives are asking me the following information:

1. Was the Curtis Company authorized by the

Government to operate in that fatal trip from

Rome to Montreal? If so, did regulations compel

that Company to take insurance on each seat and

what is the amount?

2 Could IT have the report which the investigator,

Mr. Fournier, made in that connection, so that

those of my electors who lost a relative in that

accident may be acquainted with that report.

I would be grateful if you would give me this

information as soon as possible as I have several requests

in that connection. I would also request that you do all

you can to protect the persons concerned.

wm Lay Yours truly,

‘ a
. Wilfrid LacCroi

- a 4
769.5 t.f ? - Member for Quebec-Mont3

ot

7 13 3 152 St. Pierre Sst.,

Sass Quebec. 000208
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. Chambre des Communes "AP *
Canada pacenenfe ve hadi csessenscesenneve

~ 
OFFICE SERVICES

QUEBEC, le 23 novembre 1950.

Honorable Lionel Cnevrier,

Ministre des Transports,

OTTAWA.

Monsieur le Ministre,

Il y a plusieurs personnes

de mon comté qui ont perdu la vie dans le

désastre du Mont Obiou dans les Alpes Frangaises,

et les parents insistent aupres de mod afin de

savoirs

lo - Si le Gouvernement a autorisé la
Compagnie Curtis a opérer dans ce
voyage fatal de Rome a Montréal?
Si oui, est-ce que les réglemen ts
forgaient cette compagnie a prendre

a —~ une assurance pour chaque siege et

48 “he quel est le montant?
r Q” “

Ayla . 20 -Est-ca que je pourrais avoir le rap-ope. ul? | port que 1! enqué teur, monsieur Fournier,
<a vous a fait a ce sujet, afin d'en2 tage la i faire prendre connaissance aux familles

Pediat! de mes électeurs éprouvées par ce dé-
‘ “fl gs 7 sastre.

fe Je vous serais reconnaissant de
bien vouloir me donner ces renseignements le plus

l/ rapidement possible car j'ai plusieurs demandes 4 ce
| sujet. En outre, je vous demanderais de faire

tout ce qui est possible pour vrotéger les intéressés.

Votre tout dévoug

.

i LaCroix,

député de quebec Moxtmorency ooz09
SAE Are LF
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November 23, 1950. _

In the Minister's absence from the office,
i am taking the liberty of acknowledging receipt
of your letter dated November 17, regarding the
crash near Grenoble, France.

Your communication will be put before the
Minister when he returns to the office.

Yours sincerely,

brant EUS

Lucien Lamoureux,

Arnold Goldberg, Esq.,
Attorney at Law,

149 Broadway,
New York 6, N.Y.
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5002"257

Ottawa,
November 22, 193.
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Ottawa,
November 22, 1950.
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Ao

ROY TUCHBREITER

PRESIDENT

P, P. pe ta BRUERE SUCCURSALE PROVINCIALE:

Direcreur PROVINCIAL EDIFICE STAR: 231 OUEST RUE ST-JACQUES

MONTREAL

November 20, 1950.

(2 Soe PeelDepartment of Transport, gor! i‘. pan “ PT. ec iwc
Ottawa, _

0: te 4

" nov #4 1950 is

Gentlemen : Re: Canadian pirgria, SODA AY ]
Po ee

In checking over the list of passengers aboard the 111-fated Canadian

Pilgrim, we note that ten passengers were insured with our Company for

various amounts ranging from $5,000.00 to $15,000.00.

Would it be possible for your department to furnish us with an official

list of all the members registered at the take-off, in order to complete

our file and give thése claims further attention. Would it be also possible

to firnish us a list of all identified bodies and let us know if your

Department can furnish us with a death certificate on all of those listed

below ;

Rev. Joseph Pelchat, St.Raphael, Bellechasee - Mr. Alp. Michaud, Plessisville,

Mrs. Aline Timmins, Ste-Anne de la Pocatiére - Mr. Art. Pelletier, 187 Ruel Ave.

Mr. Ernest Timmins, Ste-Anne de la Pocatiére - Montmorency, P.Q.
Ch. E. Ménard - East Broughton, P.Q. REY.Emilien Martel - St.Gregoire, P.Q.

1

Mr. A. Dussault, 58 Bagot St., Quebec. R&V.Ed. Martel - Parish St-Jean Baptiste

- Mrs. Alice Michaud, Plessisville.

Thanking you in advance for your cooperation, we remain,

MA/HR
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Inquiry Into’

Alps Crash Livy " !
Completed

By The Associated Press

CROIX DE LA PIGNE,

France -~ Alpine rescue teams

last night had almost completed
the task of bringing down to

‘the mouhtainside town the

bodies ‘of the 58 victims of Mon-~

day night’s “Canadian Pilgrim”

air disaster.

Late last night 56 bodies had

been brought down from Mont

L'Obiou, scene of the crash,

and 42 were officialy identified |_

by Most Rev. Maurice Roy, Ro-

man Catholic archbishop of

Quebec, and a party of Canad-
ian officials.

Complete Inquiry

Maurice Bellonte, chief of the.

French air safety service office,

Friday completed his inquiry

into the crash. Bellonte said the

plane struck the L’Obiou cliff-

face above Croix De La Pigne

with its port wing while cruis-.

ing at normal speed, The fuel

tanks in the port wing explod-

ed, shattering the aircraft.

Meanwhile, a report that a
baby was among the victims

was officialy denied. The report

arose when a. brother and sister

‘of one of the victims said they

had seen an infant of about six

months in a hammock in the

cabin of the plane just before

it took off from Rome.

The coffins containing the
remains will be-taken to Gren-

oble today in time for a funeral

service scheduled for 3 p.m.

(9 am.., E.S.T). The service will

be held in the Cathedral of

Notre Dame, presided over by

Archbishop Roy and Bishop

Caillot of Grenoble.

Although it has been sugges-

ted that the crash victims

should be buried near. the shrine

of Notre Dame De La Sallette,

about 10 miles. from the crash

scene and-one of France’s most

famous Roman Catholic shrines,

it was. understood the bodies

will be taken home to Canada.

All but two of the. 51 pessen-"

gers and all of the seven crew

members were Canadians. They

ad attended a_ beatification

ceremony in Rome and were

flying home to Canada aboard

the plane which was christened ,

“Canadian Pilgrim” when it be-

gan ferrying holy year pilgrims

between Rome and Montreal

last spring.

Only one of the 14 Roman!
Catholic priests who died in the

crash was hot a Canadian. He’

was Msgr. Romano Macchiutti,
on his way to become a secre-

tary at the Apostolic Delegation
in Ottawa.

It was Msgr. Macchiutt’s
brother and sister, seeing him

off at the airport, who reported

seeing the baby aboard the}

plane,

“%

Se
Ry

000219

—



Ottawa Citizen 1g

Inquiry Into
Alps Crash

Completed
By The Associated Press

CROIX DE LA PIGNE,

France —~ Alpine rescue teams

last night had almost completed

the task of bringing down to

the mountainside town the

podies of the 58 victims of Mon-

day night’s “Canadian Pilgrim”

air disaster.

Late last night 56 bodies had

been brought down from Mont

lVObiou, scene of the crash,

land 42 were officialy identified

man Catholic archbishop of

Quebec, and a party of Canad-

‘Jan officials. /

Complete Inquiry ©

Maurice Bellonte, chief of the

French air safety service office,

Friday completed his inquiry

into the crash. Bellonte said the

’ plane struck the L’Obiou cliff-

face above Croix De La Pigne

- with its port wing while cruis-

ing at normal speed. The fuel
tanks in the port wing explod-

ed, shattering the aircraft.

Meanwhile, a report that a

baby was among the victims

was officialy denied. The report

arose when a brother and sister

of one of the victims said they

had seen an infant of about six

months in a hammock in the

cabin of the plane just before

it took off from Rome.

The coffins containing the

remains will be taken to Gren-

oble today in time for a funeral

service scheduled for 3 p.m.

(9 am.., E.S.T). The service will

be held in the Cathedral of

Notre Dame, presided over by

Archbishop Roy and Bishop

Caillot of Grenoble. . .

_(See “Inquiry”, Page 11, Col. 2)

‘by Most Rev. Maurice Roy, Ro-|_
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Although it has been suget®
ted that the crash victims
should be buried near the shrine

of Notre Dame De La Sallette,

about 10 mites from the crash

scene and one of France’s most

famous Roman Catholic shrines,

j6 was understood the hodies

will be taken home to Canada.
All but two of the 51 pessen-

SSS

gers and all of the seven crew

members were Canadians. They

had attended a _ beatification

ceremony in Rome and were

‘flying home to Canada aboard

‘the plane which was christened

“Canadian Pilgrim” when it be-

‘gan ferrying holy year pilgrims

between Rome and Montreal

Jast spring. - ‘
Only one of the 14 Roman we

Catholic priests who died in the . we
crash was not a Canadian. He co

Ls

was Msgr. Romano Macchiutti,
on his way to become a secre~

tary at the Apostolic Delegation

jin Ottawa. ‘

It was Msgr. Macchiuttt’s

| brother and sister, seeing him
off at the airport, who reported

seeing the baby, aboard the

pane: So

or
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BY AIR BAG.

OFFICE OF THE

HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR GANADA,

CANADA HOUSE,

LONDON, S.W.1.

AR. 4124/1 November 17th, 1950

RBIS
Dear Tom,

The recent loss of the Curtiss-Reid Flying Services, Limited,

aircraft in the Alps brought forth numerous enquiries from local people

and officials concerning the procedure which might be adopted by the

Canadian authorities investigating the circumstances and I had anticipated

that this Office might have been requested to do something on behalf of

your Department, but up to date, nothing has been received. I assume from

press reports that General Vanier was to attend services in connection with

the victims and that it was possible the Air Attache in Paris might have

been instructed to investigate and make a report. However, we do not even

have any information in this connection.

In the event of future accidents to aircraft of Canadian registry in

the United Kingdom or in Europe, I would appreciate being advised whether you

contemplate any action by this Office or whether you would turn the

investigation and report over to the local authorities, namely the Ministry

of Civil Aviation.

I understand that the aircraft being operated by Curtiss-Reid was under

lease from Seaboard and Western and that they had previously operated an

aircraft leased from Trans-Ocean Airlines until this had to be returned to

enable Trans-Ocean to meet commitments on the Korean air lift.

Yesterday I received an enquiry as to whether there were any other

Canadian operators who might be in a position to carry out trans-Atlantic

charter services and I said that as far as I know, Curtiss-Reid was the

only company in a position to do this class of work. What their position

might be as a result of their loss I was unable to say.

I would very much appreciate hearing from you at your early

convenience with regard to the above.

With kind personal regards,

Yours sincerely,

Air Vice Marshal A.T.N. Cowley, ©.B.E., np off PS) | ‘ op te
Director of Air Services, .. 7 COPY >.

Department of T Aw rar

OTTAWA.
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Mr. Lionel Chevrier

Minister of Transportation

Ottawa, Canada

—> Re: Crash of Curtiss-Reid, Flying Service Limited, DC-4

-- Near Grenoble, France, November 14, 1950

Dear Sirs

With deep regret I read in the New York press an account of the abeve-men—

tioned crash. Since I was informed early in September of this year that

Curtiss-Reid owned only one plane, a DC-4, and since fram the photographs

published in The New York Times of Nevember 15, 1950 I recognize the stew—

ardess of the crashed plane to be the stewardess of the Curtiss-Reid D0-4

on which I recently travelled, I believe that the plane that crashed was

the same plane on which I travelled and which at that time narrowly missed

the fate that was to overtake it 2% months later.

A United Press dispatch from Ottawa dated November 14th and published in

The New York Times of November 15, 1950, reports that you stated that the

airliner had been airworthy and was manned according to Government require—

ments. In this regard you may be interested in the following account of ny

flight on a Curtiss-Reid DC-4 flying from Paris to New York. Although the
flight occurred approximately 23 months ago, the circumstances were sufficiently
harrowing to imbed upon my memory details which otherwise might have forgotten.

I kept no record of the flight at the time and it is of course possible that

minor errors may have obtruded upon my memory, especially with respect to the

hour of the day.

On August 31, 1950 I was scheduled to join at Paris a Curtiss-Reid flight from

Rome to Montreal (the same route intended for the November 14th flight). The
plane, an old DC-4, was scheduled to leave Orly Airport at approximately 12:00

o'clock noon, Paris time. However, the plane was delayed on its flight from

Rome. Some time in the afternecn (at 4: or 5: P.M.?), the plane arrived at

Orly, but the passengers did not enter the plane until approximately Sz POM.
I was advised that we were 63 passengers and 7 crew.

Unlike the case of a regular commercial flight, the weight of passengers’ bag~
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gage was supposed to be limited. My baggage, however, was approximately 2 lbs.

overweight and none the less I was permitted to take it with me.

The plane taxied for at least as long as a plane usually does before take-off,
when suddenly it bounced and jogged. We were advised that two tires had blown
out. After a considerable wait in the plane, we were returned to the airport

and did not re~enter the plane until after 2 A.M., September Ist. There was

a further lengthy wait before take-off and I fell asleep. I was awakened by an

agitated passenger sitting next to me, whose identity I can furnish if you de-

sire. He told me that the plane took off at 3:30 A.M.; that the plane flew

halfway from Paris to-Iceland (approximately 3% hovrs) and was over the ocean

when No. 2 engine vibrated violently for about one-half a minute or a minute and

shook the plane until the engine went dead; that we were returning to Paris and

that one-half an hour had elapsed since the commencement of our return flight.

I leoked out the window and saw that one engine had stepped and that we were fly—

ing over land. Passengers were moved to the front of the plane because the tail

was dragging and the mechanic made periodic inspections of the still-functioning

engines by glancing out the windows. I asked the steward and stewardess why we

did not land at Prestwick or anether port in Great Britain and was advised that

we were returning to Paris because it was only at Paris that Curtiss-Reid could

get an engine replacement if a new engine was necessary. From the time that I

was awakened, it took approximtely 33 hours to return to Paris. We made a per-

fect landing late in the morning (approximately 11 A.M., September 1st) and

waiting fire engines drove away without having had to put out any fires.

Upon our return I asked a companyofficial if 70 people was not an overload and

was advised that it was not, according to Canadian law. We remained in Paris
until approximately 12 midnight, September 2d. While in Paris at least two
passengers reported to me that immediately before the take-off at 3:30 A.M. om
September lst, they heard one member of the crew exclaim, "No. 2 is deader than

a doornail.®

Before our third Paris take-off, we were advised that No. 2 engine had been re-

placed. We still had 63 passengers and 7 crew; although one passenger decided

to remain behind, a substitute passenger joined us. We then tookoff at midnight

of September 2d and reached Iceland safely.

Before taking off from Icelarid, the engines were warmed up for a while; they were thm shut
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off and the mechanic entered the passenger section of the plane with what ap-

peared to be a few wrenches. He left the plane and made some adjustments to No.

2 engine for about five minutes (it may be that this episode occurred before

leaving Gander-Newfoundland, but I believe it occurred in Iceland).

We arrived in Gander after an uneventful flight from Iceland except for delay

due to bad weather over Newfoundland. During the flight from Gander to

Montreal the mechanic reported the following distressing information:

1. During the morning of September lst on our attempted flight to Iceland, one

of the passengers saw a sudden brilliant flash of light emanate from No. 2 en—

gine. This occurred some time before No. 2 vibrated and stopped, as recounted

above. In alarm, he called the steward. However, the steward did not advise

the mechanic or any member of the crew of this fact until after we returned to

Paris. The mechanic made no effort ta conceal the fact that he considered the

steward's admission to be reprehensible. I spoke to the passenger in question
and he teld me that the flash we saw was not merely the sparking of an engine
especially visible at night, but was rather a special circumstance justifying

alarm to a passenger and investigation by a crewman.

2. No. 1 engine had flown almost its full limit and would be changed after
the flight we were on or after the next flight. However, he infermed us that
Curtiss-Reid changes its engines more frequently than the regular commercial
airlines.

3. A D0-4 could fly safely with three engines. However, there was at least

considerable doubt whether our plane, in view of its heavy load, could fly on

two engines. Finally, we would certainly crash if we had to rely on only one
engine.

Apart from the mechanic's information, the flight from Gander to Montreal was
uneventful until we were two hours away from Montreal when suddenly No. 4 en-
gine spluttered and in a matter of seconds went dead. Once again passengers
were moved from the rear of the plane to the frmt and the mechanic began to
inspect the still-running engines periodically. It teok us over three hours
to arrive in Montreal. As we were taxiing after a satisfactory landing and
were about to come to a halt, No. 2 engine burst into flames and No. 4 engine
was flashing light apparently reflected from No. 3 engine. The flames lasted
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for a very brief period.

When I left the plane, I heardthe pilot in the cockpit recounting to a per~

son on the ground part of the histery of the flight, and I gathered that the

pilot was as surprised as I was that we returned alive.

Although you are no doubt more interested in the mechanical aspects of the

flight, I feel I must recount the public relations policy of Gurtiss-Reid as

demonstrated during the course of the flight because I believe it may have

some bearing on the methods of the company generally.

1. Passengers were never properly advised of what was happening. During

lengthy waits at Paris, neither members of the crew nor officials of the

company attempted to satisfy the reasonable curiosity of the delayed, and

later anxious passengers. When emergencies arose, no member of the crew

made any announcements and the passengers' sale receurse was to stop a crew

member passing and "pump" him for information. This was especially difficult

in view of the fact that the steward and stewardess generally disappeared at

such times.

2. There were not enough pillows and blankets on the plane to supply one te

each passenger and during several stages of the flight the washrooms were

kept in a deplorable condition.

3. There was no effort to maintain the order customary in airplanes. I had
flown before (three times across the Atlantic in addition te other flights)
and-was therefore generally familiar with passenger custom. Fassergers did
not fasten safety belts even though the instruction light was so flashing and

at such times they sat on the arms of chairs, cangregated in small groups and

walked in the aisles. Indeed, on several occasions after certain passengers

were requested to move from the rear of the plane to the front of the plane te
provide proper balance, other passengers moved to the rear of the plane to en-

gage in social conversation. In addition, passengers smoked without hindrance

when the no smoking light was lighted. Discipline was particularly necessary

on the flight because most of the passengers were new to air travel. When I

and the few ether experienced air travellers requested the steward and steward—

ess to compel’ the passengers to obey the basic rules, they reluctantly made a

few half-hearted efforts, but soon ceased to bother.
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I realize that in the present state of our technolegy a plane can crash even

though the flight is made under theoretically perfect canditions. However, the

flight afforded by the Curtiss-Reid DC-4 on August 3lst gave the passengers

only a sporting chance of arriving at their destination. We won our unasked—

for gamble; the 58 people on the November 14th flight perished.

I have no interest in any airplane company. I have no claim against Curtiss—

Reid, nor do I represent anyone who has any claim against Curtiss-Reid. I

write this letter because the tragedy of the recent crash has impelled me to

give you a full description in order to aid investigatory authorities and in
the hope of preventing recurrences.

I wish to place myself at your disposal in the event that you desire any fur—

ther details.

Respectfully,

ete ella —
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He said the plane—a DC-4—

according to Canadian require-

ments. The flight: crew was

“fully competent and qualified'

personnel,” he said.

“The aircraft was operated by

.|the Curtiss-Reid Flying Service

of Montreal, a company which is

licensed to perform non-sched-

uled charter service and which,

has been engaged during the

present year on non-scheduled:

operations across the North At-

lantic,” the minister said.

Extends Sympathy
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of the accident is of little value

prior to the official investigation

although it is known that the
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Canada To

Investigate

‘Plane Crash
The Canadian government. is

to launch an investigation of

Monday’s air crash in the Alps

which took 57 Canadian lives.

Transport Minister Chevrier

announced Tuesday that Inspec-

tor J. P. Fournier of Montreal

was leaving yesterday for the

sent the transport department

and assist in the preliminary in-

quiry.

He said the plane—a DC-4—

had been certified as airworthy

according to Canadian require-
ments. The flight crew was

“fully competent and qualified

‘ personnel,” he said.

“The aircraft was operated by

the Curtiss-Reid Flying Service

of Montreal, a company which is

‘licensed to perform non-sched-

uled. charter service and which

has been engaged during the

_presenty year on non-scheduled

operations across the North At-

Jantic,” the minister said.

Extends Sympathy

“Speculation as to the cause

of the accident is of little value

prior to the official investigation

although it is known that the

plane was operating in an area

of extremely bad weather,” he.

said.

“Since the accident took place

on French territory the ‘formal
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The Montreal official of the
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Canada Takes
Hand in Probe

Of Air Crash
' Ottawa Assigns

+ J.P. Fournier

1 Tolnyestigation .

.

\ a

i Canada will be represent-
‘ed on the Board of Inquiry

jwhich will investigate the

crash of the Canadian Air-

‘liner in the French Alps yes-

jterday, in which 57 Canadians

‘lost their lives.

Air Vice Marshal A. T. Cow-

ley, Director of Air Services,

Transport Department, told The

Journal J. P. Fournier, a Civil

iAviation inspector in the Mont-

lreal district, will fly to France
\today.
} Probe in France.

Under the International Civil

‘Aviation organization, of which
{Canada is a member, inquiries

‘into such accidents are con-

ducted in the country of occur-

frenee, and in this case, France
will set up a Board of Inquiry,
but a Canadian must be allowed

to sit as a member. Mr. Fournier

hhas been nominated to take this

‘position on the board.

Not Overloaded.

‘ Information in Ottawa indi-

cated the DC-4 plane was not

overloaded at the time of the}.

imishap, although information
n this point will be sought by

the Board of Inquiry. Officials

said the DC-4 had carried as

many as 62 passengers on the

fTransatiantic flight, and it was}
jassumed the usual restrictions as
to weight of luggage had been
jreieet on the ill-fated plane
leaving Rome.

Concluded on Page 16, Col. 6.
+.
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| Planned TWA Trip.
3 PARIS, Nov. 14.—(Reuters)

j|~—The Canadian pilgrims who
died last night in a plane crash

iin the Alps were originally to

World Airlines plane rather than

the private charter plane which

crashed, a tourist agency spokes-

‘man said today.

Roger Guillevin, of the

French tourist agency which ar-

ranged the pilgrimage, said that

the Canadian Government would

‘not allow them to use the TWA

plane.

“We wanted the party to fly

, TWA”, Guillevin said. “But the

,Canadian Government would
not give permission for an air-

plane of this company to land

in Montreal. They said we must

use a Canadian plane.”

The crashed plane belonged

to the Curtiss-Reid Air Services

Limited of Montreal. .

Guillevin said the 1,500 Cana-

dian pilgrims his agency handled

had passed through Lisbon,

Lourdes, Paris—where they at-

tended mass in Notre Dame

|, Cathedral—and Lisieux on their

way to Rome. «

Venice, Milan, Pisa and Assisi.
On hearing of the crash, the

Canadian Ambassador to France,

Major General George Vanier,

booked a seat on the night train
from Paris to Grenoble. ~

- “Possible.”

Government aviation. officials
said today it was possible that

-a- Trans-World Airlines plane

‘was refused permission, to bring

to Montreal the Holy Near pil-
| grims killed yesterday in the

‘erash of a Canadian airliner.

_ If. that was so, a spokesman

said, it was: because of an inter-

national understanding that per-

mission for non-scheduled flights

go. first to airlines of the two

flight is to be made—in this case,

Canada and Italy. :

The spokesman here said that

by international understanding a

third-country airline—-as the

be in this case—can get permis-

sion for a non-scheduled flight

only. if airlines from either of

the first two countries are not

available.

He said he was sure that a

TWA application to fly. the pil-

grims—if one was made—would

!fhave been rejected because

-1.Curtiss-Reid, a Canadian air-

- ‘line, and probably also Trans-

‘Canada Airlines were available

to handle the traffic. If those

two airlines had not been avail-

able, the pilgrims probably

could have used an Italian air-

line, which would have been

-| qualified. . :

ra

have flown home in a Trans-|_

In Italy they visited Florence,

{countries between which the.

American-operated TWA would,
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Ottawa Orders = “Tj.
‘Inquiry Into iy oa
, e e \ on ‘ Ue "bs .

CoA Air Disaster Se ig
——— eae,

Transport Official Aye sy »

“oO ‘ Sent to Europe -

By dames A. Oastler

Star Staff Correspondent

¢ OTTAWA, Nov. 14— The Cana-

jian Government will investigate

-he plane crash which cost 58 lives; _

n the French Alps yesterday.

._ Hon. Lionel Chevrier, Minister of

Transport, announced today an of-

ficial investigation of the accident . \

will be carried out by the Cana-

dian Government.

Inspector J. P. Fournier of

Montreal is proceeding this after-
noon via Trans-Canada Airlines to

Europe. Mr. Fournier will vepre-

sent the Department of Transport

and assist in the preliminary in-
vestigation.
The aircraft was operated by

curtis-Reid Flying Service of
Vontreal, a company which _ is
licensed to perform non-scheduled

2perations across the Atlantic, Mr.

Chevrier said. The plane, a DC4
Skymaster, had been certified as
lairworthy according to Canadian

-|requirements and the flight crew
a|were fully competent and qualified
e| personnel. .

o|,. “Speculation as to the cause of
4) the accident is of little value prior
tito the official investigation, al-

j|though it is known that the plane
was operating at the time in an

area of extremely bad weather,”

the Minister went on. ‘Since the
accident took place on French ter-

ritory the formal investigation will
be held by the French Government

under French law. My most sin-
cere sympathy and that of my
colleagues in the Government is
extended to families of the de-
ceased in this time of sorrow,” Mr.
Chevrier concluded.

Trouble Claimed

On Previous Flight

WINDSOR, Ont., Nov. 14—(C.P.)
— The Canadian airplane which
crashed in the French Alps with

58 persons aboard yesterday had
trouble on a earlier flight carry- ~

ing pilgrims returning from Rome,
iwo Roman Catholic clergymen in

Windsor said today.

Very Rev. John H. O’Loane,
president of Assumption College,

nd Most Rev. C. L Nelligan of the
oliege staff, saic they were pas-

| engers on the same plane a week
igo, returning tc Canada from a

| Inoly year pilgrimage to Rome.
Over the Rhone valley in South-

ern France, one ot the four engines /

went dead, ane the DC-4 turned ‘

back to Marseilles where it Janded
without incident, the two priests
said.

The passengers—more than 50—

were delayed 24 hours while the
engine was repaired. The rest of the
trip to Montrea: was uneventful.

W. R. Oliver, general manager of
Curtiss-Reid Airtours in Montreal;
whose plane crashed in France with
58 aboard, said today that trouble
developed by the plane a week ago
{was a minor mechanical difficulty.

He was commenting on a state-

ment by two Roman Catholic,
‘clergymen in Windsor, Ont., who
said they were aboard and the plane
turned back tv Marseilles for re-
pairs.

Mr. Oliver svid minor mechanical

difficulties are not uncommon to
all air services. When these develop, 000230
he said, “it is always sensible to go
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Fifty ‘One Pilgrims Trapped.
Or Dead. After Plane Crash
GRENOBLE, France, Nov. ‘from joining the search at dawn.|The Pope, when informed of the

Hundreds of guides and gendarmes

14 (CP}—Fifty- one Holy Year [Haneres up the rocks toward the
pilgrims, all but one Canadian, 5,000-foot level, where the DC-4
to-day are trapped or dead in |curtiss-Reid Airtours plane is be-
the snow-swept crags of the /lieved to have crashed.

French Alps. With them is the |
‘seven-man Canadian crew of miles from Mont Blanc—visible on -

{
: . . . the yvare clear day—where an Tn-

4 vee wrecked four-engined | dian Airlines plane crashed with 48
plane.

) The plane, “Canadian Pilgrim,”} mountaineers reached the scene

‘was carrying them: to Montreal, several days later and found all 48
pote: Holy Year ceremonies in/dead. They reported that the

Rome. It disappeared late yester-|bodies cannot be brought down
day in a glow of fire near8,500- | until the spring thaws.
foot Mont L’Obiou. Veteran climbers said the search

Rescuers plodded up the bleak for the missing Canadian plane
mountainside at daybreak to-day |should be easier because the lower
amid snow, rain and lowering skies. | Mont L’Obiou is more accessible.

Four rescue parties from nearby The passengers, 10 of them
villages were stopped last night by Roman Catholic -clergymen, had

stinging rain and sleet, been received by the Pope a few

Bad weather prevented planes hours before thé plane left Rome.
te ee ee Sr

Scene of the accident is about 85 I

, passengers Nov. 3. Veteran Alpine [

disaster, | isolated himself in the
Vatican clapel to pay, for the ‘vic-
tims. Tears were streaming down
the Pontiff{s “face ¥ ‘hen he left his
court officials, ro
Most of the pilgrims were from

Montreal, Quebec City, and vil-

lages. fringing the St. Lawrence

River. One was an American. .

The DC-4 was chartered from the

Cartierville, Que., firm to fly the

pilgrims’ between Montreal and

Rome. .

The pilgrims had gone to Rome

'for the beatification ceremony last
Sunday of Marguerite Bourgeoys,

who founded the Order of Sisters

of our lady of the Canadian Wilder-

ness 300 years ago, The ceremony, ff

last beatification of the Holy Year,

attracted 1,200 Canadian Roman
Catholies, including Syeral bishops

land scores of priests. .
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‘Ottawa To Probe
‘Air Disaster

By Ross. Munro Bureau)

OTTAWA.—The Canadian gov-

ernment is to launch an inquiry .

into the air crash in the French .

Alps when a Canadian transport/ .

‘T plane went down with 58 aboard.

Transport Minister Chevrier

said that Inspector J. P. Fournier

of Montreal was to leave imme- ER
diately for the scene of the crash FILE R F
to represent the transport de-

partment and assist in the in-

quiry,

John Baldwin, head of the

Canadian air transport board,.

said that the Curtiss-Reid Com-* nf ye
pany of Montreal, which operated
‘the plane, was licensed by the’

:, board as a chartered carrier.

-! The company fulfilled all the

‘ | requirements and followed all the, ds
‘regulations ‘which are very: War

‘strict,’ said Baldwin. : C. P. Ed
He said the flight crew was al

icompetent one, and that’ he also
(helieved a, flight engineer of the FT.
;company was aboard the plane to .

(check maintenance carefully at,

foreign airfields,
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Inspector Goes
To Crash Scene
OTTAWA, Nov. 14—(CP)—

Transport Minister Chevrier an-

nounced today that a departmental

inspector is leaving Canada imme- FILE & REFER
diately to assist in the investigation

into the crash of the airliner “Can-

adian Pilgrim” in the French Alps.

He said inspect - J. P. Fournier

of Montreal is leaving today to re- ) YM / ye
present the Canadian Transport De-

partment and assist in the prelim-

inary investigation into the crash,

which claimed 58 lives.

c, P. Eawarcs
a

” o
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(TRANSLATION)

MS

Nov. 15, 1950. S ,

Roch Pinard, Esq., M.P. . \-

331 Portland

Montreal, P,Q,

Dear My, Pinard,-

Further to your telephone call concerning Brother Bernard

Barre, Franciscan, who was on board the aircraft of the Curtiss-Eeid

Flying Service which crashed in the French Alps, I take pleasure in

advising you that steps have been taken today by the Air Transport Board

to ensure the transportation to Canada of the victims! podies within

the shortest delay possible,

I cannot give you any definite information in the moment

but I think that within forty-eight hours, the problem will be settled

one way or the other,

Yours, etc,

J.C, LESSARD

Deputy Minis ter,
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JCL/AL

TO TRANSLATOR

NOV 18 AM.

WOREOEEE Ve reeereenescreceeecneserere

OFFIGE SERVICES

le 15 novembro 1950. ©

Cher monoicur Plinard,

Pour faire suite & votre appel téléphonique ou
sujet du Frére Bernard Barro, Franciacain, qui dtoit &
board de l'avion de la "Curtiso-Rela Plying Service" qui
atest écras6é dens les Alpos frangaises, il me fait plaisir
de youn avisor quo des démarchos ont 6t6 faites aujourd'bul
m§mo par lo Corniosion dos transports aériens pour assurer
que les corps dea victimes soront transportés au Canada dano
io plus brof délai possiblo. .

‘Ja no puis vous donnor rien de définitif dans lo

moment mais je crois quo dtici quarante-huit heures, le

probléme sera régié dtune fagon ou dfune autro.

Votre tout déivousd,

| Bs fue LAB BSA Re

Je-Ce Lessa
rd,

tonsieur Roch
 Pinard,

ddédputsd, 
| 

|

| Fontr al, Pe Qe >a
“Ss 4 PoE

| > “,
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Toronto Star

*

BROKEN BODIES OF 58
ON CANADIAN PILGRIM

PLANE STREWN 1,500 FT.
Grenoble, France, Nov. 14—(CP- UP)—An Alpine rescue party

which, climbed 8,000 feet up Mont L’Obiou to the wrecked airliner
“Canadian Pilgrim,” faynd no survivors among the 58. persons
aboard, it was announced officially tonight, All but two were
Canadians. ,

A terse radio message received from the party battling tain and
sleet on the Alpine peak said: “No survivors.’

Rescue operations were then called off for the day in the face of
worsening weather conditions.

hit the top of the mountain and disintegrated.

_ One guide, Martial Ravaina, 42, said the broken bodies of the 58
victims were scattered, over the snow and ice for more than 1,500
feet. :

“Tt was a terrible ‘sight,” he said. “This was the third crashed
plane Ihave seen, but I never saw one as ‘shattered as this.: I did not
see one body that remained intact.”

PLANE WAS OFF ITs COURSE
The chartered Canadian Skymaster, whose passengers and crew

had prayed for God to protect them before taking off from Rome

yesterday, plunged into the peak shortly after sundown.
* Rome ‘airport officials said today that the plane had strayed off

its course.

A statement said the plane’s flight plan showed a course along
the French: south coast, then north. This course would have

skirted the treacherous’peaks of the Alps.

The statement said:

“The location of the crash clearly indicates that the pilot arn
instead of following the route laid down for him to Marseilles ard

Lyons, made directly for- Lyons. (across the Alps) perhaps with the
‘intention of. cutting short his journey.”

The ‘statement suggested that a strong gale might easily have
driven it further. ‘into the mountains than the navigator might have
thought. -

“It added! that the pilot ‘had accurate weather reports for the
(Continued « on Page 2 2, Col. oom

14 Nov 50

a

Searchers said the plane apparently .

58 bodies backi;along’¥
times drop oa Bae

_ialong the; frail.

o

ed under the Access to Information Act
Na

1

- af

‘original course but none for the actual course se" through mountains.
Ravana said..only one battered wing and bits of wreckage re-

mained. Felix ’/Germain, French rescue chief, said a party of

between 200 anfd 300 wguld leave for the site at dawn. Germain

said at least five persis would be needed to carry-ach of the
treacherous mountain“slopes which some-

: ape ossessions they foundOne guide Dress ara hg inch thick bundle
of U.S, rhoney with a $100 bill showing on one side.

The 3 awreckage was found at 1 p.m. (8 a.m. E.S.T.), 14 hours after
the plants disappeared in a flash of fire.

Thre wreckage was about 85 miles from where an Indian Con-
stellat jon plane crashed less than two weeks ago with 48 East Indian

seam‘én and crew. None of these bodies has been removed because

of th ‘e hazardous terrain. In the case of the Canadian airliner, guides

exn pressed belief the bodies could be brought down to the valley.
Battling against an Alpine blizzard and lashed together with

‘ropes, the guides struggled to reach the fogbound scene 8,000 feet

up the 8,700-foot peak. There they found mute evidence to add to

eyewitness reports that the plane’s engines had cut out, that sud-

‘denly two racking explosions thundered across the towering moun-

tains and that sheets of flame licked across the white snow.

Inspector J. P, Fournier of the department of transport’s staff |

at Montreal, will represent Canada at the official investigation of the

crash, Hon. Lionel Chevrier, minister of transport, announced. In-

spector Eournier will. leave for France this afternoon via T.C.A,

The guifdes collecte
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@ . THE DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS

OTTAWA, November 14, 1950.

To: The Leputy Minister for air Services,

Departre nt of Transport, eeregtey

OTTAWA. 7 BOISE

The documents described below are attached for your information

or for any action you consider necessary:

Copy of Telegram of November 135, 1950 from the Canadian Ambassador

Paris.

legram of November 14, 1950 to the Canadian ambassador
Also ORYerred tor ° Paris.

Air Transport Board

Economic: J.A. Irwin/RS Under-Secretary of State
EXT, 67 for External Affairs
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THE GANADIAN AMBASSADOR,
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Lf

. EXT. 97.4,

MESSAGE FORM |r REF.

OUTGOING

SECURITY ATION ’

$ Sees st
f

FROM: THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS, CANADA

PARIS.

Message To Be Sent

EN CLAIR

CODE

CYPHER

Date

November 14, 1950.
For Communications Office Use Only

Degree of Priority

Is This=Message
Likely To Be Published

Yes ( ) No ( )

Internal Distribution:

. 49-P-274-100M
_

Copies Referred To:

Air Transport Boarda.

4

Dept. Transport

(Air).

Pe PeSSERECOEOOErecreecerrrirrci titre trey)

Your unnumbered telegram of November 13, 1950,

Curtiss-Reid Aircraft Accident.

le An inspector from the Department of Transport

will be leaving Montreal for Paris tuis afternoon by

T.C.A. via London. It is expected thut he will be

J.P. Fournier. He is to represent the Canadian

Goverment at the investigation which we assume the

French Government will be muking into the accident.

Ze Will you please request permission for

Fournier to take part in the investigation. He is

instructed to report to you upon arrival.

Secretary of Stute

for External ,ffairs.

ens er - on

Voie vce | /
; ee,

i an =F t = Noe
We “WA. .

j wes SR
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From

To THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS, CANADA

LiEDIATE URCLABS IFIED

TW CLAIR PARIS, Novenber 13, 1950.

Unolensified, Pollowing from Vanier, Begins:

Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act ”
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TELEGRAM

THE CANADIAN AMBASSADOR, PARIS

I regret to inform you that I kave just heard

that a DOS plane cerrying 51 Cenndian pilgrimse ond

ceven crew which left Rome at 1415 today is 6 hours ovordue

at Orly merking CFB Bf. Witnesses ncar Grenoble near

Itelian frontier beard two cuplosions and say great Picsh

ncer oa mountain 2700 metcrs high.

five hours climb,

I tclephoned Lesy for namen, he had nono but folt cure that

ie said the

Rescue particos have left

It 1s essumed this in the overdue planc,

thore vere no members of the Episcopate on board,

pilgrims vero from Quebce and tho plane chartercd from

Gurtics-Reid Company, I asked him to obtein names if

pocoibie end telegraph them to you. Charpentier io leaving

for Gronoble by cer at ence end I will go mycolr tonorroy.

Gho Primo Hindeter, Honsieur Pleven telephoned to me himselg -

{0 express his sympathy. I tried to telephono you tonight

but wes told because of atmospheric and strike in United

States it might be tmposeidble to ebtein commmication beforc

Ends,tomorrey,

ae CAMADIAR ANSAISALOR
a a

YOR SAMI
i <eo yb,

Bren, Dots

ay lve

yore ve
ecoeb ie
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Ottawa, Ontario, November 14, 1950.

Accident - CF-EDN. 5002-25

Inspector J. P. Fournier,
Trans~Atlantic Building,
Montreal Airport, Dorval, Pe. Q.

i. You areinstructed to proceed at once to the

Canadian Embassy in Paris and request assistance in making
contact with the Civil Aviation authorities concerning with

ee ee

2. You should co-operate with the Freiich officials

3. Under I.C.A.0, Recommendations, the accredited
Ce ee eee

Enquiry. It is not known whether the French Government subscribes
fullyGe tkte soaumhiey oak Glue sapelat for Oude sapeek chewed sah

he You shouldtake care to observe the procedure of the
to refrain from asking any questions

without permission of the Chairman,
. E

Original Signed by

G@ T. TRAVERS

(c. T. Travers),
Superintendent, Air Regulations.
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0 V

Ottawa, Ontario, November 14, 1950.

5002+257 (CAR)

MEMORANDUM TO: C.C.A.

i. Attached form of authority for the

appointment of an accredited representative to participate

in the Enquiry into the accident involving Canadian aircraft

registered CF-EDN reported to have occurred near Grenoble,

France, on November 13, 1950.

Original Signed by

. GT TRAVERS

(Cc. T. travers),
ATTACH. Superintendent, Air Regulations.
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In pursuance of the powers vested in me under

The Air Regulations, I, the Honourable Lionel Chevrier,

Minister of Transport, do hereby appoint Inspector J. P.

Fournier as the accredited representative of this

Department at the Enquiry into the circumstances of the

accident involving Canadian aircraft registered CF-Eii

reported to have occurred near Grenoble, France, on

November 13, 1950.

Dated at OTTAWA this 14th day of November, 1950.

(Lionel Chevrier),
Minister of Transport.
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