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TO FilE USERS —

OFFICE SERVICES is established to serve you and satisisctory sorvice is
iargely dependent upon your prompt return of this file. This fie ix charged w your
I3ivision or Section and you are responsible for its return, unless you neovify Ofice Services
to transfer the charge to another section, otherwise the file remaing cusrged to you -ntil
b 13 returned.

Iasiru tions for

alumn

4

uze of file cover —

1 - Office Services enters the date on which the file i rout2d to the use

2 .—Shows the reason for the routing.

3—Shows where it is routed and enables the user to indicate additional rov. ng

(ol

4—Provides for the user to Bring Forward the file at a later date, if neceseary
5—Provides space for the user to initial the entry when actica is completed

&—Oﬁice‘ Services enters the date on which the file i returned from tme user

OFFiCE SERVICES

Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur I'accés a I'information

— - -

!

|

000004




Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act
Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur 'accés a I'information

THIS VOLUME IS CLOSED

PLEASE DO NOT ADD CORRESPONDENCE
TO THE FILE OR REFERENCES TO THE
FILE COVER.

IF CORRESPONDENCE IS REQUIRED TO BE -
ADDED TO A DORMANT FILE IT SHOULD
BE FORWARDED TO OFFICE SERVICES
WHO WILL MAKE THE NECESSARY
RECORDING ENTRIES.
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! G?T/CB Ottawa, Ontario, February 2Bth, 1951,

5002-257(CAR)

Distriot Controllor of Alr Services,
Trans-Atlantic Administration Bldge.,
lontreal Airport, Dorval, P.Qe

Attontions Inspector J.P. Fournier

1. 1 enclose a copy of a momorandum from
The Chairman of the Air fransport Board on the
arragnemonts for the French Board of Enquiry.

2. I also onclose a copy of tho submission
to bo made by the Civil Aviation Division. This is
now being translated and it is hoped to put the fronoh
text in your hands for t'a.nsmiuion to lir, lacroix
early next woek.

(C. T. i?avel‘ﬂ ) 2
Enel, Superintendent, Air Regulations.
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Ce3/Cn Ottawa, Ontario, February 27th, 1951.
Accident = CP-EDU N 5002-257(CAR)
REG IS TERED

District Controller of Alr Sorvices,
Trans-Atlentiec Administration Bldg.,
Hontreal Airport, Dorval, P.Qe.

Attention: Inspector J.P. Fournier

’

1. The following documents are enclosed:=

(1) Copy of letter dated February 14th to the
Hohourable Lionol Chevrier from Mgr. Ira J.
Bourassa, together with a questionaire on
the subjeot of this accident. -

v ' (2) Copy of the draft reply to Mgr. Bourassa,
: - for the signature of the Minister of
Transport together with the answers to
Mgr. Bourassa's questlonairs. .

2. The undersigned has been requested by Mr.

Gilbert W. Nadeau, Acting Secretary of the Air Transport
Board, to request you to forward these answers direct to -
Mgr., Bourassa., It will be noted in this connection that
there is an error in the answer to question 13, it belng my
understanding that the maximm number of persons that might
be carried in this aircraft was 81 but that 63 passengers

(65 if bench seats used) was the maximum number of passengers

that might be carrled.
cﬂ—“ii;
(F

: . (C +T. Travers ) » :
Encl. Superintendent, Air Regulations.
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/JK 197

1e 22 féwrier, 1951.

Jtei devant moi votre lettre du 1k février
. dernier r‘o,..‘ti vement & l'audience publique que doit
tenir au Canada prochdinement la Commission frangaise
d'“”’u*tb constitude aux {ins d'examiner les cir-

" constances de l'acecident de Curtiss-Reid Flying

; Service Limited au mois de novembre dernier. J¢ note

3 1'intéreét que wous powtez & cette audience et si vous
désirez comparalitre et rendre térwoignage devant la

Commission qui tiendra cette audlence, je vous

. prierais d@ bien vouloir en aviser M. J.P. Fournier,
/iﬂ"ot yre des Transports,: Division de 1'Air, Péroport
Dorval , nont rfal. D'autre part, Jje verrai a ce qu'on
fasse tenir & N. Fournier copie de votre lettre du

14 -courants

=y

L.a Commission siggera & Fontrdal et a Québec,
mais je ne puis vous donner présentement les dates
exactes de ces séances qui seront tenues 3 ces endroits
‘ puisque j'attends encore une indication de Faris de la 2
date 2 1aquelle cette Commission arrivera ici. Un
avis sera donné par la voie des journaux a ce sujet
aussitot que possible.

Je réfere le questionnaire que vous avez inclus
dans votre lettire aux officlers de mon Ministeére. Les
réponses seront communiquées & M. Fournier qui vous les
transmettra directement.

Votre tout dévousé,

Mgr. Ira J. Bourassa, péd.,
Curé de Broumptonville, ~
Paroisse Ste-Praxéde,
Bromptonville, P.Q.
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c2n/D : Ottawa, Ontario, February 27th, 1951,
CF-EDN - BExpensen of Board of Enquiry 5002-257(CAR)
District Controller of Air Services,

frans-Atlantic Administration Bldg.,
Montreal Alirport, Dorval, P.Q.

Attention: Inspector J.P. Fournier

1. You are advised that TPreasury Board Minute .
402028, dated February 9th, 1951, approves the allotment
of the amount of §5,000, from Vote 101 of the Estimntes
for 1950-1951, to provide for the expenses involved in
bringing into Canada o Board of Enquiry appointed to
investigate and hold Hearings in respest of the crash of
a Curtiss-Reid Flying Service's aireraft in the French
Alps 4dn Movember 1960, subject to the submission of an
Item for consideration with the further supplementary
estimates for 1950-1951,

i

(C.T. Travers),
Superin'hendent Alr Regulations .

. : 000009
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5002-257 /q 7

cei/Cp Ottawa, Ontario, February 26th, 1951.

Mr, Gerard lacroix, K.C.,
42 Ste. Anne Street,
Qaubec, P.Q.

Dear Mr, lacroix:

I have pleasure in enclosing a ocopy of
Y¥r, Baldwin's memorandum covering our meeting of
last Thursday morning. A copy has been sent to Mr.
Fournier.

Youre truly,

(= )

{(C.T. Travers),
Encl. ' ) Superintendent, Air Rggulations.
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7"

cs/3 ' Ottavn, Ontario, Fobruory 26th, 1951.

District Controllor of Air Sorvices,
Transo=Atlantic Administration 8ldg.,
Yontreal Airport, Dorval, P.Qe

Attention: Ure J .P.Foumiar ‘

1. " Heouwith is o copy of !r. Baldwin's
monorandum covering a mooting on Thuraday wmorning.
In accordanco with lir. Baldwin's request o copy hus

8lso boon sent to Mre. lacroix.

#F

rg

(CeTe Travors),

_Enol. Suporiﬁtcndent, i4r Rogulutiono.

65002-257(CAR )
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT

INTRA-DEPARTMENTAL CORRESPONDENCE 'p/"i 2-50

YOUR FILE SUBJECT : ‘ OUR FILE
Curtiss-Reid DC-4, CF-EDN - Accident Investigation 5002-257 PERSA

75, |
/ "/Z“Z"‘ M@/ 3. Mi. to C.CeA
AL z NA e eLUello

2o annm

é&é@gi:3€}

MEMORANDUM TO:: C.A.R.

1. This will refer to paragraph 5 of the attached
letter dated February 10, 1951, signed by Mr. J.P. Fournier
for Distriet Controller of Air Services, Montreal.

2. The possibility of obtaining a bilingual stenographer
from the district office for this investigation has been dis-
cussed with the Personnel Officer at Montreal who is of the
opinion that it will be possible to make arrangements locally
as there is at least one stenographer on the district staff
who is quite capable of taking notes covering a complete record
of all testimonies in the investigation.

3e The Personnel Officer has advised, therefore, that
arrangements will be made locally to this end.

e

\n.A. k{ac PY
Personnel "A"

The Chairman, Air Transport Board

N / 5 B L v/ M’ has suggested the possibility of

4 obtaining from Mr. Featherstone
% a suitable Court Reporter or the

— equivalent to record the proceedings

’ of this investigation. May this be
R Q.Q\ \VK\ (2 PNV SO -/ brought to his Ettention :?;_n case

~% Q x T S such arrangements are not possible

:\b rs 000012
24/2/51 57 vers (C.AR.)

—
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(73

2-013-8

Thoa Acting Cecrstory.

February 2L, 1951.

Mr. Lucien Lamoureux,
Executive Aspistant to ths
Minister of Traasport,
Hunter Bullding,

Ottava, Canada.

Tear Mr. Loamoureuxs-

A8 directed by the Choirnan, I am returning
herewith the letter which Mgr. Bourasce wrotc to the Minister on February
14th, together with a quostionnaire, with regard to thc French Roard of
Inquiry which is coming ovsr to Canada shortly to hear ond receive additional
ovidence on tho Curtiss-Reid crash on Mont Obiou last fall., Also encloused
is o draft roply for the Ministorts signaturo, vwhich ths Cheirmen has approved,

I am carranging with Hr. Travers of the
Alr Services Branch to heve the answers to Mgr. Bourascats questionnaire
tranclatcd and to haveo him request Mr. Fournier to forrard same direct to
Ngr. Bourassa. For your information and record, I am enclosing herewith
& copy of thesc answers which have also beun approvcd by the Chairman.

Yours very trulvy,
y/
Gilbert V., lladesu,

Encls. Acting Sccretory.

: L
oo Hiw

000014
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PROJST lo 21 février 1951, /,,;‘;4

'ongoignour,

J'ai dovant noi votre lottro du 14 févricr dornior
rolativeomont & 1'audienco publiquo quo doit tenir cu Canadu prochainc-
mont la Commission frangaico d'onqudto constitudo aux fins d'oxaninor
los circonctancos do l1'accidont do Curtiso-Roid Flying Sorvico Limited
au mois do novembro dernior. Jo noto 1'intérlt quoc - ous portos & eotto
audicnco ot oi vous déoiros eomparaitre ot rondro témoignaco dovant 1o
Cormicoion qui tiendra cotto audioneco, jo voun prieraio dc bion vouloir
on avisor !, J.P. TFournioer, inistoro doc Transrorts, Division de i'uir,
Aéroport Dorval, llontréal, D'autro part, jo vorrai & co qu'on fasse
tonir & 1°, Fournior copie do votre lotire du 14 courant, |

La Comuiission sidgera & llontrénl ot a Quéhes, rais je no
puis vovs donner prdsontoment loo dates oxactos do cos séancos qui
goront tonuos d ceos ondroits puisque j'attonds oncoro uno indication
de Paric do 1o date & laquclle cotte Comisscion arriverc iei. Un
avis sora donné par lc voio deo Journaux & ce oufot aussitdt que
possible,

Jo rdéforo le quouotionnaire que vous avoz ineluc dans votr
lottre aux officiors do mon l'inictoro. Los réponsos soront comruniquéos

i !, Fournior qui vous los tranomottra directcmont,

lliniotro dos Tranoporto,.

"t'onsoignour Ira J. Bourassa, p.d.,

Cur$ do Bromptonvillo,
Paroicse Sto~Proxddo, .

0
Brouptonvillo (P.Q.). 00015
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CP-EDE ) ] /
Dournlao C54B-DC Sorinl llo, 10518

Dato of conutruction - 1962, (from inforration availablo),
H

ﬂauufaoturor - Douglas Aircraft Company Ine.,

. Santa Yonica, California, U.S5.A,

Firr constructod for - U,5, Army Air Proce (f;om inforration availabloe).

Purposo prior to 1950 - Uilitary Transport, (from inforration uvoilable),
(Ownod by llodorn Air Transport and lemved to
Podoratod iirlinos Ine.),

Thio rolatos to pri#utc company organisation and, it theroforo,
boyond tho jurisdiction of the Dopartment of Transport.

Ao 5 abovo,

Owmed and Rogisiored; under the Air Regulationos, in tho ncrio ofs
Curtios Roid Flying Sorvico Limitod,
Carviorvillo Airport, llontroal, P.q.

(Buood at)s Carticrville and Dorval, P.Q.

Leaoo = Purchaco Agroomont - !fay 29th, 1950,
botwoon Fodorated Airlines I,c.,
319 Uost 48th Streot,
Nlow York 19, K.Y,, U.8.A.

and Curtinsc Roid Flying Servico Limited,
Cartiorvillo Airport, Zontrenl, P.Q.

Curtisc~Roid Flying Sorvice Limitod.
April 23rd, 1950,

Aircraft broucht into Canada on Certificate of Airworthiness for Ixport
E-20260 and aftor inspoction vas put into service with no change or
modificationo,

Boforo commoncing oporotiony the conpuny “ad to satisfy tho Air Transport
Boardy, whieh it did, that it vas wuinteining liavility insuranco in
accordanco vith the Board's cocurity roquiromentu ghich arot- Poosenger
liability, $20,00C por ooat; Public liability, {20,000 one poroon -
£40,000 total por aircraft por acaidont; Proporty damago, ¢5,000 por
aireraft por accident, p

Ynxirum nupbor of porsons authorized - 73.
Sonts boing provided for 63 pacocongoers.

000016
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“w /7°

14, Groos Uoight - 70,700 pounds,

15, An avorago of 4 chartor flighto por month at no fixod intorval,

16, The first flight took placo on April 23rd vith an avoroge of
4 chartor flights por month thoroaftor until tho aceident at
Hount Obiou,

17. Unloso othoruvise authoriszed, tho company could not undortako moro
than 4 chartor flights per month, Tho flight of MNovombor 13th van
vithin tiat quota,

18, This rolatoo to privato conpany organization and io, thorefore,
boyond the jurisdiction of tho Dopartmont of Transport,

000017
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MINUTE TO: SECRETARY TO THE MINISTER /4;
- . Forwarded, as directed, for approval of
draft reply to Mr. Roger H. de Ginet.

t” m .

(C. T. Travers),
Superintendent, Air Regulations,

000018
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/87

Ottawa, Ontario, February 16, 1951,

5002=30 . Accident to CF-EDY. ' 5002-257 (CAR)

WCONFIDEUTTALY

District Controllor,

Alir Services, _
Trans-Atlantic Building,
I:Qntmal f.ix'port’ DOW&l, P- Oo

ATTEITICN: Inspector J. P. Fournier.

1. Hith reference to the letter dated February llth,
to tho Vinister of Transport fronm nr.'Réger H. de Ginet, and

of which you will havo recci;éd a copy, I am directed to

advise you to obtain more dotails from this individual before
dealing with his application to appear before the Court of
Enquiry and you should insist that the gist of this inrornmzion-

should be put in writing.

i
(C. T. Travers),

Superintendent, Alr Regulations.

CTT/VMA
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-7

le )5 féyrier 10561
Cher monsieur Ginet,

Je wous accuse réception de votre
lsttre du 11 février demsndant la permission de
comparalitre devent la Comnission franguise d%er—
quéte au sujet de l'moeident Curtise-foid. Je
note qus vous avez transuls une cople de gette
lettre & s Fournijer et, per consdgusnt, je lo
prie de s'occuper de voire demande puisgu*il o
€46 officiellenent nommé pour recevoir, & cette
phase de l'enquéte, les sowmissions de oe senre
en faveur de lo Conmission @yancaise d%enguSte.

SQHQQEngnt 3 vous,
ginal signsd B
| ONEL CHEVRIER

Honsieur Roger-ils de Ginet
F8larinages ot voyages de 1Anitié
1121, rue Sainte-Catherine-oucst

000021
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DEPARTMENT OF-TRANSPORT 2

\4
-DEPARTMENTAL CORRESPONDENCE /2 S/ -4
'

—F
YOUR FILE OUR FILE

-

BT T
Liu‘l‘l\@v‘l ;hd; d h ;-—wtv‘d‘u‘-.‘/‘é ‘l§
4

4291
MINCRANLUL TO: Mr. C. T. Travers,
Superintendent, Air Regulations

FEB 15 P.M. .ol

| Filed 40 - 35’7

|

\

i
S |

To note attached correspondence and pass on to
J Minister's office and to inform Fournier accordingly. I
assume Fournier should get more details regarding this
intormation before dealing with the application to appear.
From my knowledge of the individual I think that Fournier
should insist that he put the gist of it in writing.,

J. R. Baldwin.
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7Ww/@ﬂ* e

DRAFT REXLY

Roger H. de Ginet, Esq.,
Pelerinages et Voyages de L'anitie,
1121 St. Catherine St. W.,
Montreal.

Dear Mr. Ginet:-

I have your letter of February 1lith requesting permission
to appear before the French Board of Inquiry in connection with the
Curtiss-Reid accident. I note you have sent a copy of this letter
to Mr. Fournier and therefore I am requesting him to deal with your
application since he has been oftf'icially appointed to receive sub-
missions of this sort on behalf of the French Board of Inguiry at

this stage.

Sincerely yours,

“Minister of Transport.

7
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TRANSLATION

S ) /g;j

PELERINAGES ET VOYAGES DE L'AMITIE

2116 St. Lawrence Blvd. {Corner Sherbrooke)
Montreal, February 11,

Honourable Lionel Chevrier,
Minister of Transport, _ 4294 .;
Ottawa, Ont.

Re: Obiou Accidént

Sir,

With reference to your official statements
published in the Canadian newspapers, I have the honour
to sodicit my appearance before the Board of Enquiry
in connection with the Obiou accident.

That aitcraft was carrying 50 pilgrims on the
trip preceding the accident and as I am aware of thé
conditions of the contract for the last trip, there is
some important information which I feel T should co;s—

cientiously reveal to the Board at the first hearing.

Yours very truly,
Roger H. de Ginet

| N.B. Copy of this le.ter sent to Mr. P. Fournier.

All correspondence should be sent to our new gddress:

1121 Ste. Catherine St. West, lMontreal.

000025




DIRECTEUR GERANT ¢
, R. H. de Ginet

%

Toute correspeaance doil ére
envoyle & riulre uoutel e adresse:
1121 Quest, Ste-Catherine
Montréal

Document disclosed under the Accesisitromlrniforrmation o
Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur I'accés

7950 Aomée Fointe 7950

Polorinages ot Voyages de I'Amiti
2116 Boul. St-Laurent (angle Sherbrooke)
Siége Social: suite 58-59 — Tél.: LA. 4416 — Ad. tél.: HUGIDU

Services Techniques: suite 48-49 — Tél.: PL. 9556% v 8
Montréal, Qué. /L W 3
. >

DIRECTEUR TECHNIQUE :

L

. Ph. Langlois

)8/

- v

%'0

-----------------
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT 2

INTRA-DEPARTMENTAL CORRESPONDENCE

2-50

.. Ottawa,. Ontario, February. lhk, 1951..

PLACE

YOUR FILE SUBJECT OUR FILE
FILE 5002-257 | 5002-257 (CAR)
i}ENORANDUM,{O: RECORDS
ATTENTION: MR, MONETTE.
1. / It is requested that file 5002-257, regarding

the accident to Douglas C-54, CF-EDN, on November 13, 1950,
near Grenoble, France, be transferred to the Confidential
Register and all future correspondence relating to this

accident be filed accordingly.

4;} (C. T. Travers),
n/ Supdrintendent, Air Regulations.,
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT / 7 7 2
INTRA-DEPARTMENTAL CORRESPONDENCE 2-50
LDM/ZC Ottawa, TFebruary 18th, 1951,

YOUR FILE. SUBJECT  YVigit of French Board of Enguiry .~ Aceident
CI=EIN - Canadian Pilgrimage.

MEMORANDUM T A54A. 42675 FES 13 P 1l
1

1. In view of the flood of rumors and . 0 - H

allegations concerning negligence in Canada resulting “Jiﬁgéé m,__:fff{E{ﬂA

from the subject accident, the Canadian Covernment through
External Affairs invited the French Board of Enquiry,
instituted by International Agreement,to visit Canada

at Canadian expense in order to continue its hearings

and thoroughly investigate all possible causes of the
aceident,

2 It has been estimated that a gsum of
$5,000,00 (five thousand dollars) will be required to
cover all possible expenditures arising from the visit
of the RBoard., It is expected that in addition to hotel,
food and travelling expenses, costs of legal and steno-
graphic help, eourt house rentals and witnesses' fees
will have to he met, In view of the large number of
deaths in this accident, a great number of witnesses
might appear and the length of visit be prolonged.

d? \§) (Ce Te Travers),
N Agf/ #/ N\ \\ﬁf ISuperintendent, Air Regulations,
. * - /
/ \ : AN
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T - hnd , - / 7 g
Ottawa, Ontario, Febrmiary 13, 1951.

5002-30 Accident, to CP-EDI. 5002-257

“COIFIDEITIAL® -

District Controllor,

Air Services,

Trang-Atlantic Building, :
l‘ontreal Airport, Dorval, P. Q.

ATTENTION: Ingpoctor J. P. Fournioer.

1. With roference to our tolophonc conversation yooterday
afternoon and this morning, you arc advised that tho following :
direction hns now beoon given rogarding arrongecents for transportation
and pccorrmodation of lessra, Bollont.e and Carour of the French Court

of Inquiry.

2. Sinco lir. Bellonte has indicated a desiro to travel by Aflr
Franco to london and by Trans-Caneds Air Lineo acroos tho Atlantie,
it is agreed thet you should rcquost Trans-Ceneda Alr Lines to
instruct their agent in Paris to pot in touch with Ir. Bellonte and
rake the reservations for transportation at tho Canadisn Governcontts

oxXpenso.

3. Tho proposal of tho Uindoor Hotel to supply wine to the
membors of tho Fronch Court of Enquiry at Six Dollars, ({6.00), por
day, per head, (two moals), has not been approved and it is considered
proferable that wino ordored with their meals should be included
diroetly on their bill,

4 It 1s noted that you havo already discussed tho proccdurc

to be followed at the investipgation with lir. Gorard lacroix who io

to act as Legal Counsel for the Departwent. Ir. Lacroix's roported
~objectiono to the limitation of attendance in accordance with

0.......‘.'...."“.."2
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n2-

agrecrent by tho French authoritios, contained in Tologran llo. 60
dated Fobruagyy 8th, from tho Canadion Ambascador in Pario, havo
boon noted oand it is ovident that difforonces of vicipoint will
have to be rosolved by tho ncobero of the Court of Enquiry and
our logal Advisors by discusocion boforc tho oponing of the
inveotigation in Canadn.

C

(C. T. Travera),
Suporintendent, Alr Regulotiong,

CTT/VoA
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AL

To Complete Record
of the Crash

MONTREAL, Feb. 13 — (CP) —
French government Transport De-
partment officials are expected here
shortly for discussions with Cana-~
dian Department of Transport air
services members at Dorval, concern~
ing the Nov. 13 crash of a Montreal-
chartered aircraft in the French].
Alps.

W. R. Oliver, President of Curtlss|
Reid Airtours, Ltd., owners of the'
DC-4 “Canadian Pllgrim” which |
crashed, said the meetings would be
held to complete the record of the

| erash. Most of 58 aboard were from
Quebec province,

- -
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Ottawa, Ontario, February 12, 1951.

Accident to CP-EDI. -~ 5002-257 (CAR)

"CONFIDENTIAL®

District Controllor,

AMr Services,

Trang=-Atlantic Building, ,
Fontreal Airport, Dorval, P. Q,

ATTBRITION: Inopactor J. P. Pournier.

1, This will acknowladgo your lottor of February 8,
1951, onclosing duplicato coplos of two lotters recsived
from lir. Bollontg rogarding the accidont to CP-EDII.

2. It is notod that you will reply to Iir. Bollontc
without delay and that 1r. Bellonteand lir. Carour will bo
leaving for Caneda on the first of March.

(C. 7. Travaro),
Suparintendent, Air Regulations,

CTT/VMA
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| Ottova, Ontaric, Pobruary 12, 1951.

Aceidont to CP-EDH. 5002-257 (Can)

"CONFIDEITIALY

District Controller,

Ar Sorvicos,

Trang-Atlantic Bullding,
llontreal Airport, Dorval, P. Q.

ATTRITICI: Inspoctor J. P. Fowrnior,

1. A copy of & telogren dated Pobrunry 8, 1951, fmu tho
Canadisn Anbaosador in Pario, is cncloced.

2. With roforenco to tho linitation of tho nurbers attending
tho public caquiry, oinco only witnossez, the presc, cnd porhapo rolatives
aro to be admitted, it will not be pooociblo to porcdt attendenco of
ropreoacntativos of such orgonisations eo 1.C.A.0., A.X.T.A.; C.ALP.A,,
nor tho ropreocntatives of any inourcnce interosts.

3. It has boon ocuggested that the agent of Curtiss<Roid might
bo admitted ag witness only.

he In tho rattor of tronsportation of tho Prench Ropresontativen,
to which reforcnce ic rado in paragroph tvwo of the toleogrem, it ic regueoted
that you will cormmmicate with Alr Fronce to ascortain whother thoy would bo
willing to carry tho French Ropresentatives on pass. This arrangoront would
be satisfactory to the Air Tronsport Boaord, :

5. In the ovent that the Airlines aro unable to issuc passes to
li'r. Bellont@ond Ir. Carour, you nay arrangoe with lir. Ballontefor

trancportation by rogular booldng. It is thought that he nay vish to do this
hinsclf in Paris or, if ho oo degsiros, tho bookings ean be mado at thio cnd.

017 ‘ZS{ ? ?ra.vera) »

Bael. | ' ' Suporintendent, Air Regulations,
CTT/VMA
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FROM: THE CANADXAN AMBASSADOR, PARIS3 / 7 3
TO: THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR PXTERNAL AFFATRS, OTTAWA

///\ v r“f\
R L
N "&
i |
B é /@‘4,‘1,1 |
o s
CYPHER - AUTO % CONFIDENTIAL
NO. £0 < _PARIS, February 8, 1951.

Confidential, Your telegram No, 4% of February Sth.
Curtiss-Reld enguiry.

French authorities agrec that enquiry in Canada may
be public but they hope that numbers attending will be
limited to witnesses, press and perhaps relatives of
victims,

2. Weere handicapped in these discussions since we
are not aware of many of the details which are being directly
discussed between Mr, Bellont and Mr, Fournier. We |
understand that Fournier has promised that a Cenadian
plane will be made available about Merch 1lst to transport
court to Canada,

3. Please let us know whether arrangements are belng
mede directly by Department of Transport and to what

extent you wish the Embassy to assist,

CANADIAN AMBAESSADOR
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Ottawa, Pebruary 10, 1951.

Dear S8ir: Attention: Iir, Fontaine

This will confirm our recent verbal
request that Lir. Gerard Lacroix, K.C., of Quebec,
be appointed es the agent of tho ilinistor of
Justice to apsist the Fronoch Board of Inquiry
in their work durirg tholr coming visit to Canada
to investigate the circumstences surrounding the
crash in the French Alps of a DC-4 aircraft of
Curtis-Reid Flying Services. '

- Yours truly,

L

‘Con T of’Civil Aviation..

J

F.,P. Varcoe, Esg., K.C.,
Deputy Minister of Justioce,
Ottawa, Cntario. . ¢
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DEPARTMENT OF T-RANSPORT

Montreal Airport, Dorval, P.Q. February 10, 1951.

/ {< Rm. 44, Trans-Atlantic Administration Building,

Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur 'accés & I'information

2
INTRA-DEPARTMENTAL CORRESPONDENCE > , és 11-48

YOUR, FILE' SUBJEC ! OUR FILE
5002-257 (CAR) 124;:jiiss~Reid DCw4, CF-EDN- - Accident Investigation 5002-30

—

Y

i ‘UT“F"-’“\’,'?" T any ‘!
hhﬁ-“ubl Pead T h‘Ldugibd

Director of Air Services,
Department of Transport, 42350 FEB 12 2.4 1951
Ottawa, Ontario.

Attention: Superintendent, Air Regulations F“,e,é‘o_f'_) _,"ZS'}7 i
i, Reference is made to the Director of Air Services' letter

of January 30, 1951,

2. Please be advised that the writer had the opportunity of
meeting Mr. G. Lacroix on February 9th when Headquarters' policy, in
connection with the above menticned accident,was discussed. In connection
with this policy, we wish to refer you to P.I.C,A,0, Publication DOC 2890,
AIG III, 5/3/47, which is mehtioned in Mr. Bellonte's letter of February 3,
1951, copy of which has been forwarded to you. Copies of this P.I.C.A.O.
Publication are being forwarded to Mr. Lacroix for his information. We
wish to mention, however, that this document appears to give more latitude
in the matter of Inguiry to the State of Registration than we are given to
understand by Headquarters. In this connection, please refer to FPages 27
and 28, Section V, of the above mentioned publication.

3 During the writer's meeting with Mr. Lacroix, it was
suggested by him that details regarding the course of action to be followed
should be established only after conference with the French Board and,-
therefore, it was arranged to contact Mr. Lacroix for a meeting with the o'
French Board as soon as it arrived in Canada.

N

4, With reference to the Press Release, only one letter to -
date has been received. For Headquarters' information, we are atbaching
copy of this letter and it will be noted it does not appear to contain any
factual information concerning the accident.

S. The possibility of obtaining a bilingual stenographer from

this District Office is rather remote and, therefore, it is requested, please,
that arrangements be made to provide such qualified stenographer from
Headquarters' staff. A few years ago on the occasion of an Air Transport

Board Hearing, it was noted that a certain Mr. Robitaille ( as far as we can
recall the name) acted as bilingual public stenographer in a very competent ‘
manner. Our understanding is that this geptlemen™ c¢ivil servant and A

u/\

00000.002 \
\
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' ‘.§% is felt that this gentleman would be quite satisfactory. The Air Transport
{iBoard Hearing referred to was in April or May, 1947, at Megantic, Quebec, to
é\(~ ) desl with the Application of a Mr. Brulotte and Sherbrook Air Services for

) operation out of Megantic.

6. Since it is believed that the French Board may not require
a complete record of the Public Hearing, Mr. Lacroix and the writer both
agreed that it would be very essential to keep a complete record of all
testimonies and it is therefore reguested that arrangements to provide the
Board with the required bilingual stenographer be made as soon as possible,

please.

. urnier,
for District Contigollen, Air Services.

JPF/mp
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" copy Sherbrooke 3 février 1951 //ks;7

Mr. J.p. Fournier

a/s Surintendant rdpional des reglements de 1la
ravigation aérienne

Dorval

Cher Monsieur,

Ceci est pour repondre’ a la demande du Ministre de 1'eif, Mr.
L. Chevrier désirant recevoir des renseignements concernant le
voyage au cours duquel 1l'accident s'est produit (accident du
Pelerin Canadien sur 1'Obiou).

J'a1 2on ma1n, le nom de 6 personnes ne voulant pas revenir par avion
(de ‘“‘ome‘a Montreal) ou ne voulant pas revenir par la Durtiss Reid.
Aussi, ['ai en main ure lettre d3sant que ces mémes personnes ont

du prendre 1l'avion du 13 novembre pour la raison qu'elles perdraient
leur billet 33 elles ne prenaient pas ce m@me avion,

J'ai aussi en main, des documents prouvant que trois telephones

ont €té fait de Montreal & 1'Europe et destines aux pelerins, les priant d'in-
terwenir aupres de certaines personnes afin de faire revenir 1!'Air Transport
Board sur sa decision en accordant'a TWA la permission de se poser a Dorval,

/ .
Esperant que ces quelqﬂes renseignements me donneront ltavantage dtassister
aux scéances de l'enquete francaise qui se poursuivra & Québec,

Je me dis
Votre tolit obligé

(sgnd) Georges Timmons
206 Blvd St.Sacrement
Sherbrooke
PS
Je vous demande de me corvoquer
aux séances at & la m8me date que
sera convoque Mg. Bourassa, M ..o oo e o L
Deginet de Monireal et M. P, :Bardin égalemant de Montreal,

000041
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Treasury Board, held at Ottawa, on the......... N INTH ..................
FEBRUARY 51
R. B. day Of oo C AN 19.7.0.
FEB 20 P.M. 1951
T7.B. 402028 ;. ’
13510 | Fu@é oog ‘25 7

TRANSPORT

The Board approve allotment of the amount of
$5,000 from Vote 101 of the Estimates for 1950=51 to
provide for the expenses involved in bringing to Canada
the Board of Inquiry appointed to investigate and hold
hearings in respect of the crash of a Curtiss-Reid Flying
Services aircraft in the French Alps in November, 1956,
subject to the submission of an Item for consideration with

the Further Supplementary Estimates for 1950-51.
/é?ﬁjfZ:?f /lﬁfg;?ICLCL"”
For Secretary.
x/ //////

w
Gy

f; (%ﬂﬂﬁ%ﬂ

v \
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Douglas C54B-DC Serial #10518

1. Date of construction = 1942, (from information availabie).

2., Hanufacturer - Douglas Alrcraft Company Inc.,
Santa Monica, California, U.S.A.

3. Firm constructed for ~ U,S. Army Air Force, (from information
: available).

Ls Purpose prior to 1950 - Military Transport, (from information
available),
(Ormed by Modern Air Transport and
leased to Federated Airlines Inc.).

7. Owned and Registered, under the Air Regulations, in the
ngme of: Curtiss Reid Flying Service Limited,
- Cartierville Airport, Montreal, P, Q.
\ (Based at) Cartierville and porval, P, Q.

8. Lease - Purchase Agreement - May 29th, 1950,
between Federated Airlines Ine,,
319 Vest LSth Street,
New York 19, N.Y., U.S.4.

and Curtiss Reid'Flying Service Limited,
. Cartierville Airport, Montreal, P. Q.

10. April 23rd, 1950.

' 11, Aircraft brought into Canada on Certificate of Airworthiness
g for Export E-20260 and after inspection was put into service
with no change or modifications,

13. Maximum number of persons authoriged - 73,
Seats being provided for 63 passengers.

14, Gross Weight ~ 70,700 pounds. pa
| (Gfy 7~
A7 20 4

Vo _ , 000045
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT . o 2

INTRA-DEPARTMENTAL CORRESPONDENCE 11-48

Rm. 44, Trans-filantic Administration Bldg.,
Montreal Alrport, Dorval, Que., Feb, 8, 1951,

PLACE

Accident to CF=EDN 5002=30
|
: é ’?’ “: 3 é'..;
PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL

Mr, C. T, Travers,
Superintendent, Air Regulations,
Department of Transport,

Ottawa, Ontario,

1. - With reference to your conversation with the writer,
please find attached duplicate copies of two letters received today from
Mr, M. Bellonte of the Secretariat General = 1l'aviation Civile et
Commerciale, Paris, regarding the accident to CF-EDN.

JPFs &R
Enc,
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ANSLATION A
AH Paris, February 3, 1951 //
93 Boulevard du Montparnasse (VI')
DEPARTMENT -
oF PUQ‘ WORKS, TRANSPORT M. BELLONTE
AND ™. JURIST TRADE Chief of Service "ENQUETES~-SECURITE"
Secretariat General to

Civil and Commerqial Aviation

.DIRECTION OF

Mr., J. P, Fournier,
Inspector Air Regulations
AIR TRANSPORT Room 44, Montreal Airport {(CANADA)
RE: Accident of (.54 Canadian C.FEDN.

Further to our telephone conversation of January
31, 1951, I have the honour to advise you hereunder as to
the present state of the inguiry into the accident of the
C.FEDN.

Material:

The documents in our possession concerning the
maihtenance of this aircraft were sent to us through your
good offices, with regard'to work carried out in ROME before
the departure, and by Mr. CAMPUS, Chief Pilot of the CURTISS
REID Company, with regard to work carried.out before the-
departufe from Monfreal.

The next.time we meet T will communicate to you
statements made by French technicians who had the opportunity
to get near the aircraft when it passed through ORLY.

On the other hand, the examination éf the wreck
cannot take place until next spring and it will not be possible
to eliminate as eventual cause of acciden£ a deficiency in the
material. This consideration will delay the publication of
the final report of the inquiry.

Navigation:

In any case, even if a material incident had occurred
during the flight (to be noted that no radio broadcast mentioned
that), it would not explain the position of the imﬁact point. ‘

It is obviously the establishment of this last fact
which guided the proceedings of the inguiry.

It is very difficult to reconstitute the route ‘
followed by the aircraft.. We think however, and this assumption

is seriously supported, that the pilot did not follow, volun-

tarily or not, the road indicated on the plan (Istres, Monte-
000047 |
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limar, Lyon) and that to make up for lost time at the

@

departure from ROME , before reaching ISTRES, he headsd
toward LYON; navigation errors then threw him out of the
way bn Mpbint.OBIOU.

Public Hearing:

According to'the standards of ICAO with regard to
inquiries into ai} accidénté(DOC 2.890 - AIG.III of 5-3-47
Section V paragraphs 1 and 2) the country of occurrence
opens and conducts the inguiry.

Paragraph -5 .of the éame section deals with condi-
tions of openiné of the public hearing, the purpose of which
is to bring information data to the official inquiry.

I call your attention on the fgc¢t that it will be
impossible to answer all qguestions relative to the accident
until an examination of thé aircraft has been made. On that
account,it might be.ﬁecessary to hold another public hearing.

Mission to CANADA:

AAs I advised you by telephone, Mr. CAROUR and
myself will go to Canada on March lst next. In that connection
a prompt reply to our letter of February 3, 1951, would be

appreciated.

(Signed) M. Bellonte

Certified true copy of the original /tb

FOLIO No. 68350
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PARIS, February 3, 1951
9% Boulevard du Montparnasse (VI')

“UYEPARTMENT OF ¥. BELLONTE o
PUBLIC WORKS, TRANSPORT thief of Service "ENQUETES-SECURITE
AND TOURIST TRADE '
to
Secretariat General
Civil and Commercial Aviation Mr. J. P. FOURNIER,

Inspector Air Regulations

DIRECTION OF AIR TRANSPORT Room 44, Montreal Airport

MONTREAL, CANADA

RE; Accident of (54 C.FEDN.

Sir,

Although the data of the inquiry militate in
favour of a.navigation error, we-are of opinion that during
a public hearing, the matter of material and of its use
will have to be dealt with thoroughly.

It Would therefore appear to be absolutely
necessary that we have, besides the information we already
have:

Operating Manuals and Navigation Instructions;

Any information concerning the condition of the
material: glider, motors, radio and navigation equipment.

T would reguest that you inform me Of‘the places
where the aircraft stopped on its last trip MONTREAL-ROME,

as well as the names of the firms charged with the mainte-

nance in order that I may eventually proceed to an inquiry

in that connection.

(Signed) M. Bellonte

Certified true copy of the original/tb/

FOLIC

No.

68349
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./ . . MINISTHRE AR AVIO PARIS, le 3 février 1951
;% ™§S TRAVAUX PUBLICS 93, Boulevard du Montparnasse (VI')
DEﬂZANSPORTS ET U TOURISME Tél: Littre 58-80

- M., BELLONTE 0

Chef du Bureau "ENQUETES-SECURITE!
Secrétariat Général

A L'Aviation 3
Civile et Commsrciale '
et e D R R - Monsieur J.P. FOURNIER e
DIRECTION DE LA NAVIGATION Inspector Air Regulatioms¢” % f ' N
ET DES TRANSPORTS AERIENS. Rocm 44 f%ﬁ" &
ettt - Montreal Airport.f-‘;‘m.n / v&;:) \
No._322 . /DNTA,D.ENQ.S MONTREAL (CA¥AT. L/ 5ALL., =5
SQG‘QAOGOCC - . ‘

OBJET: Accident du C.54 Canadien C.FEIN,

- Y s iy U S i S S

s

Comme suite & notre conversation téléphonique en dgtp du
314141951, j'ai lthonneur de vous faire comnaltre ci-zprds 1tétat
actuel de 1l'enquBte de 1l%'accident dun C,FEDN, /

Matériel:

Les documents en notre possession concernant l'entretien de
cet avion nous ont été communiqués par vos soins, en ce qui concerne
les travaux exécutés & ROME avant le départ, et par Monsieur CAMPUS,
Chef pilote de la Compagnie CURTISS REID, en ce qui concerne les
travaux effectués avant le départ de Montréal,

Nous vous entretiendrons lors de notre prochaine'rencontre
des déclarations faites par des techniciene frangais qui ont eu
1toccasion d'approcher l'avion lors de ses passages & ORLY,

Par ailleurs, l'examen de 1l'épave ne pouvant avoir lieu qutau
printemps, il ne nous seras pas possible d'éliminer comme cause
éventuelle d'accident une déficience du matériel, Cette considération
retardera la parution du rapport final dtenquéte,

Navigation:

En tout état de cause, méme si un incident matériel s'était
produit au course du vol (3 signaler qutaucune émission radio nfen
a fait mention), il ntexpliquerait pas la position du point d'impact,

000,"0.
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Clest évidemment cette dernidre constatation qui a orienté
les travaux d!enquéte,

I1 est trds difficile de reconstituer la route suivie par
ltavion, Nous pensons néanmoins, et cette hypoth%se est sérieuge-
ment étayée, que le pilote n'a pas suivi, volontairement ou non,
1a route imposée par le plan de vol (Istres, Montélimar, Lyon)
et que, pour ratbraper le temps perdn au départ de ROME il a mis,
avant d'arriver & ISTRES, le cap sur LYON; des erreurs de navigation
ltont ensuite dérouté sur 1!OBIOU,

Audience publique:

Conformément aux standards de 1'I.CeA.O, sur les enquétes
dtaccident aéronsutique (DOC 2,890 =~ AIG.III du 5.5.47 Section V
peragraphe 1 et 2) 1'Etat d'occurence ouvre et conduit 1tenquéte,

Le paragraphe 5 de la m8me section traite des conditionms
d'ouverture de l'audience publique dont le but est dtapporter des
éléments dtinformation & l'enquBte officielle.

Jlappelle votre attention sur le fait qutil sers impossible
de répondre & toutes les questions relatives % cet accident tant
que l'examen de l'avion n'aura pu ét;e examinée, De ce fait, une
nouvelle audience publique risque d!'8tre nécessaire,

Mission an CANADA:

Ly L Nt an Al ‘ .

3 f/ tz: Ainsl que je vous 1'ai précisé au téléphone, M, CAROUR et
d!'“- (o moi-m8me nous rendrons au CANADA le ler mars prochain, A cet
e X ,L414?7: ézard une réponse rapide A notre lettre du 3 février 1951 nous

o { | obligeratt,
i 551
—’./""’

Copie certifiée conforme & 1'original/tdb
FOLIO NO, 68350

(signé) M. Bellonte,
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BAR AYIOR PARIS, lo g févricr 195{
99, Boulevard du Montparnasse (VI')
Tel: Littre 58-80
Y. PELLOGEE
Chef do Duresn *INITLS-JECURITRY

&

Honoiour J.7. FOURDIZR
Inspoctoy Air Hesulotiens.
Room B4
Hontrenl Airport
(CartaDA).

OBJILT: Aceldont dn C.S5& Canndien §.FUUT.

AT 0w o i i e S

Comme suite & notra conversadion tfléphonique on dnte 4u
31.1.1951, J*ot L'honnear de vous foire comnalire ci-aprdsc 1'4tot
setaol 4o l'engulte do l'necidont an €, PRILT,

Hotdriol:

Lon documonte en nofre poscession concernant 1'engrotion de
cot avion mouc ont 486 commaniquée par vos ooins, en ae qui concorne
lon traveox exdcatds ) RONE ovent le dépnrt, ot par onodeny QANPUS,
Chef piloto do la Compasmie CURYISS RUID, en ce gqui congorne los
travonx effactuds avent le dépard de Hontrdel.

Tons vous entrotiendrons lors do roters prochsine rencontre
don ddclorntions faiton par dos tochniolens frongois qui ont en
1toocanion 4'approchor 1'avion lors de ses possnges & ORLY,

Par aillears, 1'oxcmon do 1'épave ne pouvent avwoir lion guisn
printoopa, 41 ne nous sers pone poanidle 4'élicinor corme conse
évontuelle 4'neoident une ddéficienco du nutdriel, Cotte econatdération
roterdera 1o paration da rapport final d'enyudte,

Bnviantion:

On tout dtat do conwe, ©8m9 ol un inecident matdriel olétals
produit ou coure du vol (3 signnlor qu’eancuns dmission radio s'on
o fait pention), 41 n'oxpliquernit pas o positien 4 potnt &%impact,

.oo/ooo
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Y

Otoot dvidommont cotte dernidre constotntion qui o orientd
jos travonz 4%engulto,

11 ogt trds &iffiuile do rocomsdituer la route catvie par
1'avion. Uoup pongons ndexmsing, ot ostie hypsthdse oot afriouge-
nont dtayde, quo le pilote n'n paes enivi, volontniroment ou nonm,
1a route teposfe par le plen ds vol {letros, Runtéiiesr, Lyon)

o8 gue, pour ratbropor lo tcmpo pordn an ddperb do POME 311 o nis,
ovant A'arviver & ISONES, le oop cur LYON doo orreurs do msvisntion
1'ont ensuits ddroutd cur 110BIOU.

| Conforcfnont snx stendords de 1'1.6.A.0. mr lce enqubtes
d*noctdent edronoatique (DUO 2.690 - AXG,.IXT ds 5.9.47 Soctien ¥
parographs 1 et 2) 1'Htnt &'ovenranco ouvpe ot conduit 1'engadte.

Lo paragrophe 5 4¢ le nfne sootion Swite dos conditions
d'ouvortare 4o 1'oudience publique dont lo bub ood &'aspportor dos
Gi6nento d'informntion B 1temulto offiatells,

Jlappolle votre obtention sur lo folt quil sera izpocsidle
4o ripondre A toudes lon guostions relatives b cat nosident tont
quo 1'oxsten de i'avien n'aors pu Stro exandnde, Do co £sit, une
nouvolle cadience pudligue risiue 4'8tre ndcosnnire.

Afnsol quo Je vous ltel priecled s S616phons, Ii, CARDUR of
noi-n8oe nous rendrong cu CARADA le lor mays prochain, A cot
éperd une réponse rapide 3 notrs lettre dn g février 1951 nous
ohligorait, '

fﬂi@mﬁ H. Belionte.

Coplo cortifife conforzo & 1'originnl/th
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' J
" MINISTERE PARIS, le 3 février 1950 / é% |
L DES TRAVAUX PUBLICS / 4
T DES TRANSPORTS

M, BELLONTE

Chef du Bureau HENQUETES-SECURITE

Secrétariat Générsl
A LtAviation A
Civile et Commercisle _
: Monsieur J,P. FOURNIER
Inspector Air Rezulations,

DIRECTION DE LA NAVIGATION Room L4k
ET DES TRANSPORTS AERIENS. Montreal Airport _
e MONTREAL ., (Canada)
No 321 /DNTA, D ENQ. S
s. GOA‘ Co CC

OQJET: Accident du 005’4 C.FEDN,

N S S A SOV e iy G et S e SO
Mongieur,

Bien que les éléments de 1'enqudte militent forte-
ment en faveur d'une erreur de navigation, pous estimons
qu'au cours dfune andience publique la question du matériel
et de son utilisation devra 8tre traitée & fond.

En conséquence, il me parait indispensable de
posséder, outre les renseignements que nous avons aé jae

~ les manuels d'utilisation et consignes de
navigation,

- tous renseignements concernant 1'état du matériel:
planeur, moteurs, équipement de radio et de
navigation,

Je vous demande de bien vouloir me faire connaftre
les escales empruntées par l'avion lors de son dernier
voyage MONTREAL-ROME, ainsi que le nom des firmes chargées
des travaux d'entretieqade fagon que je puisse éventuellement
océ e &t t
procéder % une enquéte & ce sujet. cﬁ 'S "u\
qe \

!&

(signé) M, Bellonte,
’ @‘gcpJ/L/ %;

Q . ....nu.

Copie certifiée conforme 3 1foriginal/tb

:/L/ﬂ
FOLIO NO, 68449 Al SRR
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MINISTERE PARIS, le g février 1950 / J—é

C N

e DES TRAVAUX PUBLICS

W ET DES TRANSPORTS
N, BELLOETE .
Chef du Burean *ENQGUETES-SECURITE

Seorétariat Général
A L'Aviation 3
Civile et Cormerciale :
Hongieur J.P, FOURNIER
Inspector Air Regulations,

DIRECTION DB LA HAVIOATION Boom Lk
ET DES TRANSPORTS AERIENS, Hontreal Airport
e e bt MONTHREAL. {Canata)

Bo gg; [PETA. D EXQ. B
Seliede CoCo

OBJRP: Accident du C.54 O.FEDN,

Honsieur,

Bien que les éléments de l'enquite militent forte-
ment en faveur d'une erreur de navigation, nous estimons
qu'au cours 4d'une asudience publique la question du matériel
ot de son utilisation dovra 8tre traitée X fond,

En conséquence, il me parait indispensable de
posséder, outre les renseignements que nous avons 44 Ja:

- les manuels d'utilisation et consignen de
navigation,

- tous renseignements concernant 1'étet du matériel:
planeur, moteurs, équipement de radio et de
navigation,

Jdo vons demande de bien voulolr me faire connaftre
les escales empruntées par 1'avion lors de sen dernier
voyage HONTREAL-ROME, ainsi que le nom des firmes chargdes
des travaux d'entretisn de fagon que jJo puisse Sventuellement
procéder & une emguBte A ce sujet,

{siené) M, Bellonte,

Copie certifide conforme 3 1'original /tb
FOLIO NO, Q@aﬁ
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le 6 février 1951
Cher monsleur Fontaine,

Je désire vous accuser réception de votre lettre
du 24 décerbre 1950 ainsi gue votre sugrestion su sujet
de l'enquéte de l'eccident d'avion qui s'est produit an
Hont Obiou, en France, ¢t je vous on remercie infiniment,

Jtapprécie hautement 1'intér8t que vous portez
4 l'aviation et je désire wous informer de ls procédure
guivie dans les engudtes lormqu'il s*agit de ces accidents.

En conformité de la Convention intermationale, le

pays dans lequel l'accident se produit est obligé de ‘nommer
une Comiission @'enquéte pour établir la cause de l*aceident,

' Dans le cas présent, ltaceident s%est produit en France et
conme suite, les autorité adronmutigues frengaises ont
nommé une Commission qui fait enquBte su sujet de cet accident,
Juaqu'd date, l'enquite s'était tenue en Prance. Toutefois,
afin d'obsenir plus de renseignements, on cspdre que la

Comeission se rendre au Cansdg,d 1'invitation du Gouvernement
‘qmﬁm,tvers ‘e milieu de ier, pour compléter son enquite.
Sincérement & vous,

Origi | =i
Uriginaj Signed |

LIONEL CHEVRIER

Yonsieur Paul Fontaine
Sherbrooke, Fele

B
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FOR_TRANSLATION TO FRENCH | /S, 3
5002-257

February prd, 1951,

AN

Ottawa, igtario,

Dear Mr. Fontaine:-

I wish to acknowledge and thank you for
your letter of December 24th, 1950, and suggestlion
concerning the investigation of the aircraft accldent
which occurred at Mount Obiou in France.

Your interest in aviation is appreciated
and I would like to advise you of the procedure for
the investigation of such accidents.

By International Convention the country
in which an accident occurs is obligated to hold a
Board of Enquiry to determine the cause of the
accident. In this case the accident occurred in
France and as a result the French Aviation Authorities
have convened a Board of Enquiry which 1s conducting
the investigation into this accident. To date, the
Enquiry has been held in France. However, in order
to obtain further information, it is expected that
this Board will come to Canada at the invitation of
the Canadian government ln the middle of February
to complete their investigation.

Ty

et O
>
-

/& é
G .

o FREC. ?1*5 .
>

’ ﬁi Rt (Iionel Chevrier),
| K Minister of Transports

Yours faithfully,

jor.v

Mr. Paul Fontaine,
Sherbrooke, P.Q.

A ey
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i ? Ottawa, February 2, 1951.

)5 &

MEMCRANDUL. TO: A/V/H A.T. Coviley
Director of Air Services

The Minister has reviewed your memorandum of Japuery
26th and ny memorandum of Jenuary 29th relating to general
operating cortification and tho position of Curtiss-Reid, and
has oxpressed hinsolf as goncrally satisfied with the information

contuined thersin.

Ho has further directed that certain specifie points
be ecnsidered by the Divisior as follows:-

{1) The desirability of estoblishing in written form
actual operating standards for various categories of operations J
or at leant for tho various categories involving large aircraft.

{2) The desirability of establishing as a requirement in
the case of Canadian non-scheduled operators employing large
aireraft and flying on internntional flights that the operator
should satisfy the departnment with regurd to muintenance -
facilities outside the country vherse any regularity or continuity
of flight is to bo majintained to such points,

(3) The dosirability of establiching o regular in-tlight
ipspsetion procedure for comncreial air servicec or at least
for comnercial air services employing large aircraft vhether
seheduled or non-scheduled.

(4) The desirability of continuiny the prescnt practice
whereby T.C.aA. £light checks are givon by T.C.A. personnel
authorized by the department. (He was not concorned that this vas
a bad arrangement technically or would in any way tond to lower
standards but he tas concerncd thet in the evont of enything
happenin;: the principle ol this might bo criticizod). I pointed
out that this could place heavy requirements on personnel in the
matter of technically competent personnel fully experience in 4-
motor aircraft work but he felt that even if this meant some
revision of our present position in thiec regara it should be considered.

I sssume we should discuss this with C.A.R. since I au to
speak to the Minister further on the matter in due.course,

000058
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The Becremlz )
The Honoura ie the Treasury Board,
Ottava, Ontario,

vDear Sir:

. On November 13, 1950, a DC.4 airecraft of the Curtiss-
.~ Reld Flying Services crashed in the French Alps near Grenoble.
* /Folloving the crash a Board of Inguiry to Snvestigate the

cireumstances of the accidemt was created by the French

avietion mithorities in accordence uvith standard international

;E:gcedure. This Inguiry vas presided over Ir, 1, Bellonte,
Chiof of the French Air Safety Servicey, and Inspector J, P,
Fournier of this Department vas in attendance as official
Canadlan observer, '

. | Subsequentl{ mmerous represcntations have been
received from the pubiic, and nany of theso have stated or
inplied that the Board was not in & position to ascertain
cortain relevant information., For this reason and in viow of
the fact that 57 Canadians lost thelr lives in the mishap, it
is deened expedient to have the Board hold hearings in Canada,
at vhich interested parties vwill have an of ity to appear,.

' This may necessitate payment of various expenses such
as trangportation of the tvo Court members and their attendants
to and from Canada, together with their living and travelling
expenses vhlle in s country, expenditures for court roomns,
fees payable to uitnesses, etc. In this comnection I may say -
the De : vill make overy attempt to utilize Departmental
facilities and personnel.

The nembers of the Board are expocted to arrive in this
country about February 15th. The length of thelyr stay is not
known, but it is plammed to allow one week for the despatch of
notifications to vitnosses and the assembling and cxanination of
accurmlated evidence and documents. Folloving this, hearings
vould be held first in I'ontreal and then in the City of Quebec.
It is p:lslsime, therefore, that the period vill be more than
one montl,.

« = +2000059
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It is obviously impossible to state what the actual
expenses will amount to, in viow of the uncertainty with
.regard to such factors as tho perlod of time involved, the
number of uitnesses to be heard, ete., It is felt, homwever,
that the overall expenditure could very easily amcunt to
$5,000,00, particularly if the Department is e¢alled upon to
bear the charges for overscas travel.

In the circumstances it is respectfully requested
that approval of Treasury Boayd be granted to oxpend an amount
not exceeding $5,000,00 In comnection with the visit of the
aforesaid Board of Inquiry. '

Insofar as cencerns funds %o cover the proposed
commitment, it is pointed out that the required amount is not
available in the appropriation for "Control of Civil Aviation®
(Vote 499), vwhich voulé appear to be the ggoper source, and
it 1s therefore requested that the funds be made availlable
from Vote 101 "liiscellancous and unforoseen items, ete." If
sufficient funds are not available in the latter appropriation,
they can be provided from Vote 501 "Alrvays and Adlrports - _
Operation and lmintenance", :

Yours very truly,

Director of Air Services.

e

I concurs

CIOMEL CHEVRER
- Minister of Transport.
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French Board Due|
To Arrive Feb. 15|
In Air-crash Probe

Ottawa, Jan. 30.—(P—A French
government board investigating the
crash of 4 Canadian plane that
killed 58 persons in France Nov.
13, last will ‘arrive in Montreal
about ‘Feb. 15-to hold hearings in
Canada, Transport Minister Chev-t
rier announced today

-The minister said hearings will
be held in Montreal and A Quebec
City, - on dates to be announced
later. o

The plane—the Canadian Pilgtrim
—crashed into the French Alps
while carrying Canadians home .
‘after 'a. Roman Catholic Holy-Year
pilgrimage to- Rome. It was oper-
ated by Curtiss-Reid Aircraft of
Mbohtreal.
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French 'Bo;famﬁﬁé |
To Arrive Feb. 15
/ o In Air-crash Probe

-+ Ottawa, Jan. 30.—(¥—A French
government board investigating the
crash of a Canadiap plane = that
killed 58 persons in France Nov.
13 last will -arrive in Montreal
about Feb. 15 to hold hearings in
Canada, Transport Minister Chev-
rier announced today.
- ‘The 'minister said hearings will
be held in Montreal and Quebec
City, - oh dates to be arinounced
_ later. R
t . The: plane—the Canadian Pilgrim
=crashed into the French Alps
while carrying ° Canadians home
after a' Roman Catholic Holy-Year
pilgrimage to" Rome. It was oper-
ated: by Curtiss-Reid Aircraft of
Montreal: =

. [ - e e el
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e
of: -
: Otﬁana, Ontardio, January 30, 1951,
5002-30. Curtiss-Reid DC-4, CP-EDN - Aceident Investigation.  5002-257 (CAR)

District Contreller,

Adr Services,

Room Lk,

Trang-Atlantic Building,
Mentreal Airport, Dorval, P. Q.

Attention; Distriet Swperintendent, Mr Regulstions,

1. (a) In reply to your letter dated January 26th, you are advised
that further consideration has been given to the procedure to be followed
at the time of the visit of the French Court of Enquiry to Canada and,

advertisement in the press, and radio announcement 1s to proceed, it has
been decided not to di.puteh letters to Archbishops Roy and Leger.

(b) The form that the hearing of the evidence should take has
been discussed at top level and it has been decided that, in the
circumstances, it would be preferable to hold a public hearing so that,
while final decision in the ma
we should recommend to them that the hearing should be publie and indicate

opdnion is such that resentment and suspicion would be created on a wide
scale if the hearing was not publiec. .

f
(i
:
2
|

would be to act. Should he agree, he will no doubt discuss the
subject in detail with Departmental officials in Ottawa.
(d) It is further considered that there is considerable merit

in a proposal that all witnesses making submissions to Mr. Fowrnier should
be heard rather than eliminating, in advance, any witnesses. It is felt
that to follow the latter course might ereate an appearance of attempting
to avoid damaging testimony and that it would be better that they should
appear before the Court and be told that their evidence was not relevant
or substantiated rather than te do this in advance. It has therefore been
agreed that the decision on this point should stand wntil it has been seen
what submissions Mr. Fournier receives that their number and content may
be reviewed.

000064
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2. The questions in your letter of January 26th are answered

in part by this preceding information, However, the following points may
need eclarification; references being made to the paragraphs in your letter.

1. (2) A visit of the French Investigators to these
Headquarters may be made at some time mutwally
convenient to the Court and the Departmental
officials econcerned. Such a meeting would net

appear to be necessary except for the interchange
of courtesies.

(b) This procedure will not arise if there is to be a
publie hearing., If the proceedings are informal,
however, there are no reasons why witnesses should
not be questioned direectly by the French Investigators,

(¢) Should a publie invutustmmpheo, this point
will be covered by advice from Counsel

(d) The possibility of obtaining a bilingual stenographer
should be canvassed through the District office. If
one is not obtainable, an effort will be made to
secure the services of a sultable stenographer from

these Headquarters.

(e) Inspector Fournier should exercise reasonable diseretion
~ in authorizing expenditwres of the French Investigators

and in certifying aceounts for payment, It is understood
that the customs of France differ from those of Canada
and that the provision of wine and other beverages
within reason should be authorized. The provision ef
entertainment, as apart from transportation, hotel and
board, is not contemplated and, where this might appear
desireble, special authority should be obtained.

L Wl

2 Gowi

\"a &

Ap

(A. T. Cowley),
Director of Adr Services,
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Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act

Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur 'accés a I’inforlryn

CONFIDENTIAL
| ¢

41888 Tommm— =
38 e -1 s,

A Y :
THE DEPARTMENT/GF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS h
OTTAWA, Jamary 29, Hos1 84 S\ sl
he | Filegt02 -3¢ |

?he Defuty Minister, Department of Transport™¥ . _7 u

Qy(/ The documentz{fz;‘fgbed below are attached for your information

or for any aqti6n you consider necessary:

Telegram No. 38 dated January 26th from the Canadian Ambassador, Paris.

Also referred to: Air Transport Board

Ec: J.A. Irwin/GM
A.D.P, HEENEY

Under-Secretary of State
for External Affairs
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FROF: THF CARATIAN AMBASSATOR, PARIS ' 7f
TO: THE SECRFIARY OF STATE FOR FXTERnAL AFFAIRS, CANATA

COu¥ITENTIAL
CYPHER - AUZC
80, 28 PARIS, January 26, 1951.

{Recelved, January 27, 1951)

Coufidential. Your telegram dNo. 16 of Januery 16.
Eanguiry lato Curtiss~Reid accldent.

1. Finlstry of Fersign Affairs today laforred us that
¥r, Belloate Freeident of Che French Court of Enquirj will
have to deldy his visit t6 Cenada until the secoud half of
February. They will 2dvise us as soon &s nossible of the
exact date and transportation arrangements.

o. Nr. Bellonte has been in direct comrmuaication oun

this matter with ¥r. Fournier the representative of the

Tepartuent of Traasport who attended the French hearlngs &s &n
observer, and they discussed the details raised¢ in paregravh 2

of your telegram Jo. 16.

CARATIA[ AlBASCAICR

e

ﬂﬂ‘—‘ Q
TeRE
0 g\dgj

y e 8 e
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- 38986 January 26, 1951.
1. Reference is made to your memorandum dated Jammary 2, 1951, in

which you request certain information in respect to the clearance of the
Curtiss-feid operation,

2 On the grant of an Alr Transport Board Licence, the Air Services
Branch is responsible under the Aeronautice iet to make a certification us

to the adequacy of the operator!sd equipment and his ability to conduct a

safe operation over the route, or in the preseribed area, In addition, under
The Alr Regulations, the Alr Services Branch is responsible for certifying

as to the alrworthiness of eireraft and licencing of pllote, navigators

and air engincers (nmavigators were not required to be licensmed at the time

of the subject aceident), Subseguent to the initisl inepection and issue of

a Certificate of Alrworthiness in respect of an alreraft engeged in the type
of operation concerned, the eontinuing airworthinegs of the aireraft is
maintained by requiring the aireraft to be certified as alrwerthy at least '
every 30 flying hours or every 7 d:ys, whichever is sooner, by an Air Enginecer,
licenced by the Departwent., In additicn, the Certificate or Airworthiness
miet be rencwed every twelve monthe and ga effected only after a thorough
inspection of the airoraft is made, Adrmen licences must be yevalidated at
six-month intervale by the suscecsful paseirg of a medical examination, and
Instrument ¥Flight Retinge et the same intervale by a re~cheek in the air.

3. ¥ith respect to the nl-ber-d questions in your memorandum, I am
sotting out below the guestions as they appear in your memorendum, for ready
reference, together with the answers thereto.

o Ty Iz there an examination of the eguipment of an aireraft before

it is allowed to take off on itz route?
A, There is an obligatory detailed inspection and certification

every 30 houre flying or every 7 days, whichever is the sooner,
Formal practice calle for a pre~flight inepection daily,

X.z. ;!hc)a mekes the examination? :
a) The licensed air engimeer, in the care of red
‘ \ c),(} by the Certificate of A&naﬂhinu ENTERED :
ON CARDS
| No. 3 Blds. 000068
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(b) By a person désignated by the operator umpﬂcﬁ'&.tdnamy
additional equipment required by the individual Operating
Gﬂrtiﬁcl“o

What kind of an examination 1s 1%7
A physical examination of the aireraft, and a check of all
dooumente relative to Alrworthiness,

Is there an examination mede of the crew? Who makes it and
what doeg it cover? 4 :

Yot immediately before flight, but the pilots must have valid
1llcences,

If the result of the examination is gatisfactory what esort
of ecertificate is given? Let me have one,

The engineer makes & certification im the Aireraft Log Book
ag to the sirworthiness of the aireraft and this entry is
endorsed by the pilot, (sample Jourmey and Adreraft Log Book
12 attached),

Is this an annual examination or are periodical checks made?
If so, what kind of checks are these?
See the general statement above,

Tho decides the practice or the conditions requisite for
certifying to the airworthiness of an aireraft?

The Controller of Civil Aviation on the joint recommendations of
the Superintendent of Air Regulations and the Chief Aeronautical
Engineer of the Department of Transport,

Are thoseogondium international and have they been approved
by Ioc .AQ : : :

Cenadian Certificates of Alrworthiness have been accepted intere
nationally up to date, I.C.A.0, Alrworthiness Standerds for
application to the ense in point have not been asgreed to date,
and the question of that orgenization's approval does not,
therefore, arise in this case,

What is the practice in the United States, in the United Kingdom,
in other countries such as Holland, Belgimm, France?

The States you mention are &ll members of I.C.A,0, and are all
aiming to reach standarde of operation, alrworthiness, ete.,
which are agreed from time to time in 1.C.A.0, Since standarde
of operation and wirworthiness appliesble to this type of
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\’ operation have not been finally agreed by all Member States, :
it is Aiffieult to say what the current practice is in indivicdual

countries, However it can be gaid that Canada is not lagging

behind other countries in the implementation of I1.C.A.0, Standards

: as they are sdopted. :
de Submitted, please, »

. (-ﬂo Te co‘lOY).
Director of Aly Services,

e/ & Z;’zéz’wzé
/ov s /o - /7/-"
/5:70\%-554’( The wegre
we ave Prooaria] o ot

Presuste 74rs oS3 ze

co m/arf/tacsz:}c Pieg € fee O
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OFFICE OF
THE MINISTER OF TRANSPORT
OTTAWA, CANADA

CATE — pbs. see alfactedty)2002ry 26, 1951
@ A /b/ )‘;a/ytwﬁj/?'

@ MEMORANDUM TO A/V/M A.T. CO

................ % 38981

I have been receiving a number of
letters highly critical of the condition in which
the aircraft flown by Curtiss-Reid was at various
stages of the journey prior to the accident. I
have given Mr. Baldwin cuts of charges made by
certain individuals in the Province of Quebec
concerning the airworthiness of the craft. These
charges, together with what might be said at the
enquiry, may well have their repercussions in the
House of Commons.

With that in mind, I would like you to
prepare for me a statement of the responsibilities
of the Air Services Branch of the Department once a
licence to operate has been granted by the Air
Transport Board. You have already told me on more than
one occasion that this particular aircraft was in
excellent condition. Does the Department exercise
supervision over the aircraft after the lst examination?
This and the following questions I should like to
have answered.

.1 - Is there an examination of the equipment of an
aircraft before it is allowed to take off on its route?

2 - Who makes the examination?
]

3 - What kind of an examination is it?

L4 - Is there an examination made of the crew? ¥ OESTCEARRED%

makes it and what does it cover? o
No. 3 Bldg.

5 -« If the result of the examination is satisfactory,
what sort of certificate is given? Let me have one.

®***'000071
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OFFICE OF
THE MINISTER OF TRANSPORT
OTTAWA,  CANADA

-2 -

6 - Is this an annual examination or are periodical
checks made? If so, what kind of checks are these? 0 4h 7
| [ 52 Dol it P
7 - Who decides the practice or the conditions requisite
for certifying to the air worthiness of an aircraft?

8 ~ Are these conditions international and have they
been approved of by 1.C.A.0.?

9 - What is the practice in the United States, in
the United Kingdom, in other countries such as Holland,
Belgium, France?

Any additional information you think
might be helpful I would thank you/to add.

A

[ :

Minister.,
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT

-
INTRA-DEPARTMENTAL CORRESPONDENCE

Rm, 44, Trans-Atlantic Administration Bldg,,
Montreal Airport, Dorval, fue,, Jan..26,.1951,

- 11-48

) PLACE
YOUR FILE BJECT Curtissnﬁeid DCA GF-EDN Accident QUR FILE
: y; in France «~ November 13, 1950 5002=30

)
e

'wr«rdr 2 r'--wnp-\ ‘ﬂ \
‘W[ th \ u\\u in-a\.au NHQ

nohy u-,-‘

JaNgm A =

Fl!ﬂngl‘z‘{y ‘

L=

Director of Air Services,
Department of Transport,
Ottawa, Ontario,

Attention: Superintendent, air Regulations .
40458

1, With reference to the Director of Air Services! memorandum of
Jameary 25, 1951, your file 5002-257, to Mr, J. R, Baldwin, Cheirman of the
Air Transport Board, regarding the above mentioned accident, we wish to
mention that after further consideration additional points have been brought
up in which it is felt that clarification should be made to this office as
soon as posslbly convenlent,

a) May we be advised if it is Headquarters'! intention to have members
of the French Board of Enquiry procsed to Ottawa for meetings with
Departmental Officials and, i1f so, at what stage of their stay in
Canada should the visit to Ottawa be made.

b) There still existas some confusion regarding the authority of the
French Investigators to question witneases on Canadian territory.
Therefore, should the witnesses be questioned directly by the
French Investigators or indireetly through the Canadian Departmental
Observer attached to the Board., Possibly legal advice and assigtance
may be required in this case,

¢) It is clearly understood that use of subpoenas is not to be made
unless absolutely necessary. Should, however, this become necessary,
it is felt that legal assistance and advice would then become
necessary unlegs Headquarters provides this office with definite
ingtructions in this connection, It has been thought that possibly
the use of Royal Canadian Mounted Police services may be mede for
this purpose.
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/36

\j A. R.‘; 4 Jano 26’ 1951.

Although it may be quite possible that the Freneh Investigators
do not wigh to make a complete record of evidence, it is felt
that such a record should, nevertheless, be made if only for
Departmental purposes and, therefore, it is suggested that com-
petent bilingual stenographers of Court recording standards be
made available for the enquiry, It is our understanding that
such a stenographer may be procured from Headquarters,

With perticular reference to Paragraph 11 of the Director of Air
Services! letter, where it is proposed that Inspector Fournier should
be given the responsibility of teking care and accounting for the
expenditures of the French Investigators during their stay in Canada,
it is requested, please, that if at all possible specific directives
gshould be given in this counnection, We wish to point out that
expenditures incurred by the French Investigators in what may be
considered by them in accordance with the customs of France may in
Canada fall into a category which may possibly not receive authori-
zation for payment and, therefore, it is strongly felt that this
matter should be clarified, What we gpecifically have in mind is
the metter of wine drinking with meals and other refreshments such
as aperitives and after dimner liqueurs. It is not believed that
the intention is to provide the French party with any form of
additional amenities but should this become the intention, definite
ingtructions are required, please, It is believed that the matter
of transportation after arrival of the French party in Montreal will
be taken care of by use of existing Departmental facilities and that
no additional expenditures should be necessary,

J P nier ’
for District Controller, Air Services.
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/35

§002-257

Ottawn, Ontario,
January 26th, 1961.

¥r, Reld H. Wilson,
Hetropoliten Life Insurance Company,
Uttawn, Ontario.

Denr lp. "J«”nl"'

In reply to your letter of Jenusry l6th,
1951, regarding the actident to a Curtiss~Reid airersft

in Franee, I regret that no report is yet availeable as

the inquiry hes not been completed.

With reference to your guery concerning
the 1list of passengers on the aireraft at the time of
the soclident, It 18 suggssted that you get in touch with
the sbove company et Cartierville, P,Q., who may be sble
to supply you with a passenger list,

Yours truly,

G

(6. y tm"r').
Superintendent, frir Regulations.
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT /8 (71 2
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PLACE /.m-nL\
YOUR FALE SUBJECT i BUR FILE ]
Curtiss-Reid Accident in France < 5002-257)
P
MEMORANDUM TO0: Mr, J. R. Baldwin, 41825
Chairman,

Air Transport Board.

1, With reference to your memorsndum of Janusry 18th
concerning the visit of the French Board of Enquiry to Canada,
the exact date of their arrival is not at present known but is
tentatively set for the 1l5th of February.

2. “With reference %o item (1) of your memo, it is
suggested that the sittings of the Board will be held in
Departmental premises, which can readily be mede gvailable, and
permit the use of Departmental transportation facilities, where
needed.

3. It is sssumed that the French Board will need a few
deys to discuss with the Department the questions raised in item
(5) of the Minister's memo and to peruse any documents relating to
Curtiss-Reid's operations which we may have and which the
Department may bé prepsred to meke available. The question of
meking Depsrtmental records available for the Fremch Board will
require direction.

4. A draft of an announcement for the newspapers is
attached hereto and has been drawn up with the following thoughts
in mind:-

1. The Boerd will need preparation for the
type of evidence which mey be submitted;

2. The actugl dete of the sittings cannot
at the moment be determined;

3. It has been ascertained from Mr. Fournier
- that the French Board's methods of investigation
are very informasl. The only time notes were made
was when Mr. Cempus of Curtiss-Reid was inter-
viewed by the Bosrd, and these notes were jottings
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in notebooks., No sworn or signed statements
were obtained from witnesses, However, the
Board may not wish to consider hearssy

evidence - hence the suggestion that witnesses
desirous of submitting evidence should be re-
quired to notify their intention to Mr. Fournier
| at our Montreal Office and that the evidence
should be in accordance with that specified in
the draft gnnouncement. Assistance will be given
to the Board to sadvise those whose evidence will
be heard of the time and place of the hearings.
It is suggested that at least five days should
elspse between the time of the Board's arrivel
in Canada end the date of the first sitting to
engble the Board to sift submissions of evidence
and notify those individuals whom they wish to
interrogate. .

5. Letters for Archbishops Leger and Roy have been
prepared and are attached hereto for the Minister's spproval and
signature. .

6. With reference to item (3), it is suggested that a
copy of the Press Release be sent to Cleric Bourasse in Sherbrooke.

7. With reference to item (4), a Requisition for
Encumbrance has been made and is ot present in the hands of the
Secretary for transmission to the Treasury Board for approval.

8. With reference to item (5), the procedure outlined
sbove will clerify the questions raised.

9. A request has been received by telephone by the
District Controller of Air Services in Montreal from Air Vice-
Marshall Ferrier to permit ICAO representation on the Board.
1 This may mean to be permitted to send an observer to the Board
| and would require the permission of both the Minister gnd the
President of the Frenech Board. It is recommended that permission
be not granted.

10. The French Board msy desire to have access to
Curtiss-Reid's records. This is a point which would need clarifi-
egtion by Law,

‘ 11, It is suggested that, since Mr. J.P, Fournier was a
Canadian observer on the Board of Enquiry and will of necessity be
on constant duty with the French Board during its stey in Canedas,
he should be responsible for the payment of all the expenses
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incurred, drswing upon the fund provided by our Requisition for
Encumbrance, and submit an accounting in the ususl way. This is
a somewhet unusual cese and some indication and direction must

be given to Mr. Fournier in the mgtter of the extensiveness of
expenditure, particularly on all items which might appear as
entertainment. The French authorities were very considerate of
Mr. Fournier in Paris. It is understood from Mr. Fournier that
Monsieur Mgurice Bellonte, who is President of the French Bosrd,
is in the habit of taking Mademe Bellonte with him on some of his
travels and mey do so in this case,

12. For the information of the Minister, Monsieur
Bellonte is to France as Lindberg is to the United States of
Americe. He, with Dieudonné Coste, established a long distance
record in 1929, flying non-stop from Paris to Manchuria, covering
4,911 miles., On September 2nd and 3rd, 1930, Coste and Bellonte
made the first direct Atlantic Ocean fllght non-stop from Paris
to New York in a Breguet-Hispsno biplane, taking off from Le
Bourget Airfield and landing at Valley Stream, Long Island, New
York. The flight took 37 hours gnd 18 minutes. Coste and
Bellonte then went to Dallas, Texas, and won the $25,000.00 prize
offered by Colonel W, E, Egsterwood for the first flight Paris-
Dallas. For these and other endemvours in avigtion, it is under-
stood that Monsieur Bellonte has received seversl decorations,
including certain Orders of the Legion of Honour.

13. For the further information of the Minister, it
appears that lMonsieur Bellonte is Chief of the Buresu 'Enqugtes-
Sécurité' of the French Ministry of Transport, and that investiga-
tion by this Bureau is by members of the Buresu designated by
Monsieur Bellonte end not by ministerially sppointed boards as we

know them in Canada.
lé?‘ ;>”’52;~r’if477

(A. T. Cowley),
Director of Air Services.
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DEPARTMENT C)F"FFQI\PJSH’()FQT" // 53// 2

INTRA-DEPARTMENTAL CORRESPONDENCE 2-50

. Obteawa, Japuary 24, 1951. . .7 o

PLACE DATE

YOUR FILE

SUBJECT OUR FILE

Accident to Douglas C=54 5002=257

47501

MEMO TO THE SECRETARY, Department of Transport:

[ With reference to the visit of the French
Board of Inquiry created to investigate the circum-
stances of the accident to CF-EDN (Canadian Pilgrim)
which crashed in France on November 13, 1950, your atten-
tion is directed to memorandum from Mr. J. R. Baldwin
dated January 18th, and item /4 thereof.

2e The costs to which the Minister referred in
item 4 are outlined in the minute one folio below MNr,
Baldwin's memorandum, In compliance with Mr, Allen's
suggestion, a requisition for encumbrance in the amount
of $5,000. (Treasury¥30970) has been raised, The French
Board of Inguiry is expected to arrive about February
15th and in order that funds may be immediately available
for its accommodation, may the submission to Treasury

Board be expedited, please.
a7

(A. T. Cowley),

000080




Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur I'accés a Vinformation

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT 190,

1047 o
. LOCAL NoO.. 3& ..........
N . /

) 4 o S Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act

DEPT. NO....cccooeiiiiviiavnieneee
DATE ..ocvvrerricncanesnnnisesersnersnees
| TO BE f,j;ﬂ,;;u
CHARGED Treas. No. Qi d €1
AGAINST
‘ DATE ...coovvieiiinnrevinencenssseseniinstn
To COMPTROLLER OF THE TREASURY:
APPROVAL IS SOUGHT FOR THE ASSUMING OF AN ENCUMBRANCE IN RESPECT OF THE FOLLOWING:
: DESCRIPTION OF CONTRACT, AGREEMENT OR UNDERTAKING IN RESPECT OF WHICH ESTIMATED Q=
- ENCUMBRANCE IS SOUGHT (ATTACH DOCUMENTS, PAPERS OR OTHER DETAILS WHERE NECESSARY) AGEA LS ATNCT

. Encugbrancs for H.C. ro Boord of Hnguiry into Curtiss-leid
airoraft accident in Prance, Hovesber 13, 1950, 5,000 100

T0 covor coste of tranoporting the amrt end ita sttendemte %o
aod fron Canoda end nll thelr living oxpencos while thoy aro hexe,
plus eourt roons, witnesc feoon, ofe.

Py 2l % S002- 267

TOTAL. .o,
DEPARTMENTAL CERTIFICATES TREASURY DEPARTMENT CERTIFICATES

AUTHORITY REQUESTED CORRECT FOR ENCUMBRANCE IN AN AMOUNT OF

Original Signed by . )

Jz S T.RACY (TITLE) || s
RECOMMENDED ST BETIC.

2 ..::) oA - (TITLE)
ATITLE) CERTIFIED
r
APPROVED
DEPUTY MINISTER FOR COMPTROLLER oF THE Treasur000081
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LIQUIDATIONS

REF.

DATE NO.

AMOUNT

BALANCE

DATE

REF.
NO.

AMOUNT
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AIR SERVICES BRANCH

C DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT

TRAFFIC CLEARANCES DELIVERED

2552
1-46

Date...ooeiiii

AIR CARRIER R.C.A.F u.s ITIN.
1 31 61 91 1 31 61 1M1 1 31
2 32 62 92 2 32 62 2 32 2 32
3 33 63 93 3 33 63 3 33 3 33
4 34 64 94 4 34 64 4 -34. . .4 34
5 35 65 95 5 35 65 5 35\ 5 35
6 36 66 96 6 36 66 7| 6 36 | 6 36
7 37 67 97 7 37 67 7 37 7 37
8 38 68 98 8 38 68 8 38 | 8 38
9 -39 69~ 99| 9 39 69 9 39 9 39
10~ 40 70 100N | 10 40 "70 | 10 40 | 10 40
11 41 71 101 | 11 41 71 11 41 11 41
12 42 72 102 12 42 72 | 12 42 | 12 42
13 43 73 103 | 13 43 %73 | 13 43 | 13 43
14N 43 74 104 | 14 44 74 .| 14 44 | 14 44
i5. 45 75 105 | 15 45 .75 | 15 45 {15 45
1646 76 106 | 16 46 76 | 16 46 | ‘16 46
17 47 77 107 | 17 47 77 | 17 47 4 17 47
18 48 78 108 | 18 48 /78 | 18 -48 |\ 18 48
19 49 79 109 | 193149 \79* ™19 49 | M9 49
20 50 80 110 | 20 '50 8 | 20 50 | 20 50
21 51 81 111 | 21 51 81 21 51 | 21 51
22 52 82 112 22 52 82 | 22 52 | 22 52
23 53 83 113 | 23 53 83 | 23 53 | 23 53
24 54784 114>, 24 5484 24 54 24 54
25 55 85115 | 25 55 85 | 25 55 | 25 55
26 g 116 | 26 56 86 | 26 56 | 26 56
27 97 117 | 27 57 87 | 27 57 | 27 57
28 58783 118 | 28 58 8 | 28 58 | 28 58
29 59 8 119 | 29 59 89 | 29 59 | 90 =&a
30 60 90 .120. | 30 60 90 | 30 6o | 000084
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=~ TRANSLATION
= MS LIBERTY EQUALITY FRATERNITY
EE%D FRENCH REPUBLIC

- PARIS

DIRECTION OF ECONOMIC
AND FINANCIAL AFFAIRS

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs present their
compliments to the Canadian HEmbassy and have the honour to state
the following:

Through Note No. 432 dated Dec., 12, this Embassy
informed the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the wish of the
Canadian Government that the French Government send to Canada
the Members of the French Commission of Inquiry which
investigated the accident that occurred to the aircraft DC.4 of
the Curtiss Reid Airlines at Mont Obiou on Nov. 15, 1950.

The Min{stry of Foreign Affairs have the honour
to inform the Canadian Embassy that the French Government thank
the Canadian Government for this invitation which will be kept
by Mr. Bellonte, Chief of "Service Enquétes-sécurité", Department
of Public Works, Transport and Tourist Trade (Secretariat
General; Civil and Commercial Aviation) and President of the
Commission of Inguiry, and Mr. Carour, Engineer of Air Navigation
and Rapporteur of the said Commission, They eﬁé@ﬁ% to arrive in
Canada durirng the second half of January.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs would be grateful
to the Canadian Embassy if they would advise them if this date

is agreeable to the Canadian Government./.

Yours, etc.

( INITIALLED)

Stamped

Jan, 2, 1951,

CANADIAN EMBASSY
IN PARIS
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translation (coPY)
»n MS
= /3]
3\)

LIBERTY EQUALITY TFRATERNITY
FRENCH REPUBLIC
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS PARIS
PROTOCQL

HIS EXCELLENCY
GENERAL GEORGE P, VANIER
AMBASSADOR OF CANADA
IN PARIS

Dear Sir, -

I wish to thank you for your letter expressing
your gratitude for the assistance given by the French

| authorities at the time of the air catastrophy which so

crually affected the Canadian families whose members met death
at Mont Obiou.

I wish to state that I conveyed this mark of
sympathy to Messrs. the Prefets of Isere and Hautes-Aples

which will be greatly appreciated by them./.

Yours, etc.

for the Minister
(signed for)
MINISTER PLENIPOTENTIARY

Chief of Protocol Service

Jan. 2, 1951.
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Q | - , 5062-257 /

Ottawa, Jannary 23, 1951,

REGISTERED

Iir, UL1frid Desjardins, K.C,,
Barrister & Solieitor,

81 st, Peter Street,

Qﬂebec > PCQ.

Dear Sir,

Ag requested in your lettor of January 17,
1951, ve are enclosing a copy of Operating Certificate
0,970 vhich vas issued to Curtiss-Reid Flying Service,
Limited, to cover their International Hon~Scheduled
Charter Conmercial Alr Service,

Our delay in replying to your request is

regretted,
Yours truly,
(¢, T. Travers),
Suverintendent, Air Regulations.
Enel. ’ ’ -
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5002~257 /

Ottawva, .
January 20, 1951,

Vernon F. C. Ha!'dy, EGQ.,
42 St. Georges,
White Lion Road,
Amersham Common,
Bucks, England. .
Dear Sir:
In answer to your request for information
concerning the financial position of the widow of the
late Roderick MacIsasc, we are pleased to forward a cop’y

~of a letter received from the Crown Trust Company, Montreal,

Quebec.
Yours truly,
| Q( (C. T. Travers),
Encl. Superintendent,, Air Regulationa,
HWF/VMA
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R R WoL
’;,h s LL.\._ SEXT. 67

THE DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL ‘AFFAIRS LT

gl.a:gga.ﬂj e

OTTAWA, January
4'

To:
, J‘JAN%‘? AM. 1‘.;,0_1

The Chairman, Air Transport Board

| Trie documents descrilbed below are attached for your infc!iiﬁaft_’:j;orfao 2’257

r for any action you consider necessary: Passenger ?E"é’i’ﬁf‘l‘t’i‘e‘s“ﬁ s

‘ ﬁ' Nandl Airport. ?%86

/WJ ....-- Form Despatch No. 41 from Paris dated January 10,1951
»F%yJ

()} {“*0 referred to: [etter from the FrenchmMinistry of Foreign

\ : Affa irs (Protocol) to the Ambassador, dated
January 2, 1951 (Curtis Reid Air Crash and
enquiry relating thereto)

Note from the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs
(Direction des affaires Economiques et

T.h. TRWIN/LSTA Financieres) date%.Ja}mfa}'hENil‘Bﬂ-

Under-Secretary of State

ENTERED :
ON CARDS for Fxternal Affalrs

No. 8 Bldg. 000090
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- MINISTERE LIBERTE EGALITE FRATERNITE
~ DES
i AFFAIRES ETRANGERES REPUBLIQUE FRANCAISE
;ch'm:om DES AFFAIRES ECONOMIQUES PARIS /c,_)ol/
o ET FINANCIERES :

Le Minist®re des Affaires Etrangéres présente
ses compliments & lt'Ambassade du Canada et a 1'Honneur
de lul exposer ce aqui suit:

Par note No. 432 en date du 12 decembre, cette
Ambassade a bien voulu faire part au Ministére des Affaires
Etrangéres du désir du Gouvernement canadien de voir le
gouvernement frangais <nvoyer au Canada les membres de la
commission dtenquéte frangaise qui a eu & connaitre de
1taccident survenu le 15 novembre 1950 au Mont Obiou 2
1tavion DC.4 de la Compagnie Curtiss Reid Airlines,

Le Ministére des Affaires Etrangéres a l'honneur
de faire savoir & 1l'Ambassade du Canada que le Gouvernement
frangals remecrcie le Gouvernement canadien de cette invi-
tation & laquelle se rendront M. Bellonte, Chef du Service
Enquétes-Sécurité au Ministére des Travaux ,Publics, des
T ransports et du Tourisme (Secrétariat Géndral & 1'Aviation
Civile et Commerciale) et Président de la Commission
d'encuédte, et M, CAROUR, Ingénieur de la Nav1gation Aérienne
et Rapporteur de ladite Commission. Les intéressés envisagent
dtarriver au Canada dans la deuxi®me quinzaine de janvier.

Le Ministére deés Affaires Etrangéres serait
reconnaissant 3 lt'Ambassade du Canada de bien wvouloir lui
faire savoir si cette date agrée au Gouvernement canadien

et saisit cette ocecasion pour lul renou¥eler les assurances
S\ Y V4 03 7
de sa trés haute considération./.

(Initialled)
Stamped

2 janvier 1951

ATBASSADE DU CANADA
A PARIS

000091
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-~ %  MF/HP

— MINISTERE LIBERTE EGALITE FRATEGNITE
oM  DES |
T_AFFAIRES ETRANGERES REPUBLIQUE FRANCAISE

PARIS } a//

PROTOCOLE

Monsieur 1'Ambassadeur

Je vous remercie de la lettre par
- laquelle vous avez bien voulu-exprimer votre gratitude
pour le concours apportéd par les autorités frangaises
4 1l'occasion de la catastrophe adrienne qui a atteint
si cruellement les familles canadiennes dont les
membres ont trouvé la mort dans le massif de 1'Obion.

Je tiens & vous dire que je n'ai pas manqué
de porter & la connaissance de MM. les Préfets de 1l'Isére
et des Hautes-Alpes ce témoignage de sympathie auéuel ils
seront trés sensibles./.

Veuillez agréer, Monsieur 1'Ambassadeur, les

assurances de ma trés haute considération.

pour le Ministre
(signed for) -

LE MINISTRE PLFNIPOTENTIAIRE
Chef du Service du Protocole

2 Janvier 1951
SON EXCELLENCE
MONSIEUR LE GENERAL GEORGE P. VANIER
AMBASSADEUR DU CANADA A PARIS.
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT ’ /O’ld 2

INTRA-DEPARTMENTAL CORRESPONDENCE 9-48

Ottawa, January 18, 1951,

YOUR FILE

5002-257

SUBJECT - OUR FILE
Curtiss-Reid accident in France

e :
MEMORANDUL. TO: A/V/M 4£.T. Cowley &'7497
Director of Air Services

Re: French Board of Inoguiry and attached tile

This was discussed at some length this morning with
the Minister who has decided that we should take the following
steps at once.

(1) Prepare specific programme for clearance with French
Board including places and dates of sittings; draft announcement
for the newspapers and list of newspapers in which announcement
should appear.

(2) Prepare for his signature personal letters to Archbishops
Leger and Roy (Montreal & Quebec), to be sent as soon as details
of time and place are known, informing them of the hearing.

(3) Insure that copy of notice of hearing is sent directly
from the Civil Aviation Division to the Gieric‘@kurassa in
Sherbrooke.

(4) Proceed as indicated in matter of costs.

(5) Agree among ourselves for discussion with French Board
of Inguiry on advice we should offer with regard to nature of
evidence to be admitted. Presumably thisg will be governed by the
rules of procedure of the French Board. If possible he felt
Fournier should ascertain and advise us on what these rules of
procedure are.

In particular he thought that the gquestion of hearsay
evidence should come up and that we should have some understanding

in advance as toc how it was to be treated. Normally this is not

admitted in any judicial proceeding. In this particular case

while the French rules of procedure must apply, he did not wish

any public impression to be created of refusing to admit evidence

or hear complaints and he felt this problem would have to be
discussed with the members of the French Board so that this
impression would be avoided.

rt he felt that individuals might bring forward
Further, e individuals mig ing W 000093
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)17

evidence purporting to relate to the actual safety of
operation of Curtiss-Reid which might be dubious under rules
of procedure in not relating to the particular flight when -
the accident took place but to other times and places. He
felt that perhaps there might be some informal agreement to
rule out any such evidence which did not relate to the actuasl
flight or to operations in the period immediately proceeding,
e.g. the two or three weeks before the accident.

You may wish to get hold of Fournier and have him
come up for preparation of material in accordance with the
foregoing., I will be glad to discuss it with you whenever you

P, /?}

J. R. Baldwin.

Iy aer / wfé/ e o vt
d/({d , s A j}j?/ And u4éw4%

CAR 7% ork
prl. A O3 . 57
,‘;G; HAVE 7’2@& /‘Ei?f??/t?)’ 2%;29 e dz;,?ﬂ" s

oy’ procedare F e fottawes Il
mdicdfed 1y memo. FHOVE - }7
: ATy
<LR"L&»&. kkuwxll ‘FGA~4-L»< urﬂwb NV kNL ‘\0¢4. ’Yikba E§§- :?3
Vﬁw 20
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- W ) METROPOLITAN LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY / /
‘ ! FREDERICK H.ECKER, Chairman of the Board

LEROY A.LINCOLN, President
CanaDiaN HEAD OFFICE

GCr.aim DIYISI Orrawa, CANADA

January 18, 1951

- November 13, 1950

VTR - RECOADS

IR 19 PR 1951

Mr, C, T. Travers
Superintendent,, Air Regulations
Civil Aviation Division
Department of Transport

Ottawa, Ontario File S/d(}'z ’26/7 ,
- 494s4

Dear Mr, Travers:

I wonder if you have obtained a copy
of the report concerning the accident which you hoped
to get from your representative attending the proceed- —_—
ings of the Court of Inquiry. Could a copy of this
be made available to us?

Would you tell us how we could obtain
a copy of the passenger list, or alternatively assurance
that the following persons were on the passenger list for

. Re: Curtiss Reid Aircraft CF-EDN Crash - France
the ill-fated trip.

Clermont, Odila Paquet, J. Oscar
Giroux, Paul E, Pelletier, Arthur
Maroulis, Stratos Provencher, J. Antoine
Michaud, Alice M, Timmons, Ernest

Michaud, Alphonse

Yours sincerely,

, ENTERGD
’47’ oM CARDS

Reid H. Wilson No. 8 Bidg.
Section Head
RHW/P Claim Division

000095
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT j B
- OFFICE SERVICES BRANCH :
. o REFERENCE SLIP l %
FILE NUMBER <-0 02— 2 I” 7SERIAL NUMBER 3 ‘; ‘/ 43 1
CHARGED T:M_MM_MDATE / 7 - ,/ 1
DATE ROUTED TO INITIALS DATE
M @ ® @
W/ W) /J/ . ' i
G- P -

5,2' @ A
@Qﬁéﬂ_@ '

INITIAL COLUMN 3 TO ENSURE EFFICIENT DISTRIBUTION SERVICE. COLUM HOULD

SHOW DATE DOCUMENT LEFT YOUR OFFICE. USE COLUMN 2 FOR ADDITIONAL NCES.
THIS FORM WILL BE DESTROYED WHEN PAPERS ARE BEING FILED. THE -

ATTACHED DOCUMENT SHOULD BEAR YOUR INITIALS AS WELL AS ALL MINUTES O 000097

OF A PERMANENT NATURE.
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- ~ e " /
T . P V |
.» ﬁk ‘ |
| e TOEKT. 6 et
¢ e ’ a;a;m;ﬁl\;.; ROV 3 TET ST

ngE DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS

“

| L

To: . - ———
The Minister of Transport (Air) —

JAN 19 1951

OTTAWA, Jenuary 18, ‘\1951

The documents descrilbed below are attached for your information 39443

or for any action you consider necessary: Passenger facilities
at Nandi Airport. = S

r—““‘“—"’_——"éi

Also referred to:

~ A.D.P. HEENEY
ner-Secretary of State

J. A. Irwin-1lsta for Fxternal Affairs

000098
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) (TRANSLAT I ON) Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur 'accés a I'information
MS
?!IL\ ' - LIBERTY EQUALITY FRATERKFITY —
/
MIRISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS FRENCH REPUBLIC / ‘)
PARIS

DIRECTION OF ECONOMIC
AND FINANCIAL AFFAIRS

The Ministry of Foreign Affzirs present their compliments
to the Canadiaﬁ Embassy and have the honour to state the following:

Through Note No, 432 Gated Dec, 12, this Embassy informed
the Ministry of ForeignlAffairs of the wish of the Canadian Government
that the French Government send to Canade the Members of the French
Commission of Inguiry which investigated the accident that occurred
to the aircraft DC,4 of the Curtiss Reid Airlines at Mont Obiou on
Nov, 15, 1950,

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs have the honour to inform
the Canadian Embassy that the French Government thank the Canadian
Government for this'invit;tion which will be kept by Mr, Bellonte,
Chief of "Service Enquétes-Sécurité", Depariment of Public Works,
Transpért and Tourist Trade (Secretariat General, Civii and Commercial
Aviation) and President of the Commission of Inquiry, and Mr, Carour,
Engineer.of Air Navigation and Rapporteur of the said Commission, Taey :
expect to arrive in Canada during the second half of January,

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs would be grateful to the
Canadian Embassy if they would advise them if this date is agreeadle to
the Canadian Government,/,

Yours, etc,

(Initialled)
Stamped
Jan, 2, 1951,

CAVADI AN EMBASSY
IN PARIS
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(TRANSL AT ION) ) Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur 'accés & I'information
MS
‘:)\ LIBERTY EQUALITY FRATERWITY
. ) J
, FRENCH REPUBLIC
MIFISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS PARIS
PROTOCOL

HIS EXCELIENCY
GENERAL GEORGE P, VANIER
AMBASSADOR OF CANADA

IN PARIS

Dear Sir,-

I.wish to thsnk you for your letter exprgssing your
gratitude for the assistance given by the French authorities at the
time of the air catastropny which so cruelly affected the Canadian
families whose members met death at Mont Obiou,

I wish to state that I conveyed this mark of sympathy
to Messrs, the Prefets of Isére and Hautes-Alpes which will be

greatly appreciated by them,/,

Yours, etc,

for the Minister
(signed for)

MITISTER PLENIPOTELTIARY
Chief of Protocol Service

Jan, 2, 1951,
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o . BY AIR BaG ISATE

- SR SPEA b 0 S

CANADIAN EMBASSY
TN PARIS, Jamuary 10, 1961
_ No. ?y A/I?gb'
To the Secretary of State for External Affairs, - t
Ottawa. »

T transmiﬁ hérewith 2 copies of the dooument(s)

listed below. |
Bunﬂ,hﬁacdcnneh

(For the Ambassador)

DOCUMENTS AND DATE SUBJECT
Letter from the French Hinistry of Curtiss Reid air erash and
Poreign Affairs(Protocol) to the ' enquiry relating thereto

Ambassador, dated January 2, 1951,

Hote from the Prench Ministry of
Poreign Affairs (Direction des
Affaires Economiques et Financiéres))

dated Jenuary 2, 1951,

’ 000102
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FCL/AR. |
. x}\ B LIBERTE EGALITE FRATERNITE/ D |
MINISTERE ' REPUBLIQUE FRANCAISE |

DES

AFFAIRES ETRANGERES
PARIS

DIRECTION DES AFFAIRES ECONOMIQUES
ET FINANRCIERES

Le Ministere des Affaires Etrangeres présente
ses compliments & 1'Ambassade du Canada et a 1'honneur de Lui
exposer ce gqui suit 3

Par note No,.432 en date du 12 Decembre, cette
Ambassade a bien voulu faire part au Ministere des Affaires
Etrangeres du désir du Gouvernement canadien de voir le Gouverne-
ment francais envoyer au Canada les membres de la commission
dtenquéete francaise qui a eu a connaitre de 1'accident survenu
le 15 Novembre 1950 au Mont Obiou a 1l'avion DC,4 de la Compagnie
Curtiss Reid Airlines,

Le Minlstere des Affaires Etrangeres a
1'honneur de faire savoir a 1'Ambassade du Canada que le
Gouvernement francais remercie le Gouvernement canadien de
cette invitation a laquelle se rendront M, Bellonte, Chef
du Service Enquetes-Sécurité au Ministere des Travaux Publics,
des Transports et du Tourisme (Secrétariat Général a
l*Aviation Civile et Commerciale) et Président de la
Commission d'enguéte, et M, CAROUR, Ingénieur de la
Navigation Aérienne et Rapporteur de ladite Commission,
-Les intéressés envisagent d'arriver au Canada dans la
deuxiéme quinzaine de Janvier, _

: Le Ministere des Affaires Etrangeres serait
reconnaissant & 1l'Ambassade du Canada de bien vouloir lui
faire savoir si cette date agrée au Gouvernement canadien

et saisit cette occasion pour Lui renouveler les assurances
de sa tres haute considération./,

{Initialled)
Stamped

2 JAR 1951

AMBASSATE DU CANADA
A _PARIS

000103
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s JMF/HP ///
. LIBERTE EGALITE FRATERNITE

" MINISTERE ,
DES : REPUBLIQUE FRANCAISE

AFFAIRES ETRANGERES
PARIS

PROTOCOLE

Monsieur 1'Ambassadeur

L

-y

Je vous remercie de la lettre par laguelle
vous avez bien voulu exprimer votre graiitude pour le
concours apporté par les autorités francuises a
l'occasion de la catastrophe dérienne qui a atteint
si.cruellement les familles canadiénnee dont les membres
ont trouvé la mort dans le massif de 1'Obion,

Je tiens & vous dire que je n'ai pas manqué
de porter a la connaissance de MM. les Préfets de 1'Isére
et des Hauteé-Alpes ce témoignage de sympathie auquel ils
seront trés sensibles,/,

Veuillez agréer, Monsieur 1'Ambassadeur, les

assurances de ma trés haute considération,
pour le Ministre

(siemed for)

LE MINISTRE PLENIPOTENTIAIRE
Chef du Service du Protocole

SON EXCELLENCE , 2 JAN 1951
g
MONSIEUR LE GENERAL GEORGE P. VANIER - A"‘ Tm;,%
s W

AMBASSADEUR DU CANADA A PARIS

' ':' 24‘/’/‘1 w !
AN “E\’i,p‘ ....... - &3
ey ng” s
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- - | S CONFIZENTIAL //d
" Sw  THE DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS

|
OTTAWA, January 17, 1951 '
4'7398 1

The documents described below are attached for your information
or for any action you consider necessary:

Copy of 16 to Paris.
Also referred to: '

i% "
5 Under-Secretary of State
for External Affairs

EXT. 67 £

- 000106
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EXT. 97.

= MESSAGE FORM [raz nar)
0UTGOING ;

SECURITY CLASSIFICATION

CONTIDLITTAL

FROM: THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS, CANADA

T o T T T T B _
..................................................................................................................... N YT WS N AL 1:..—"
| | JPLICATI
Message To Be Sent No. //? Date ,/g For Communications Office Use Only
EN CLAIR "
CODE Tomiery 35, 1951 DENT -- AN 7 ¢ 195)
CYPHER Ayl X
Degree of Prio;ity
Your Telegran flo, 3 of Jamuary Ath,
ORIGINATOR 1951, Inquiry into Curtios=Roid Accldont.
Sig. ... e l. Second half of Jamuary will bo conveniont
WA, ’
Typed: 770 IrmAn/QIL. for visit of Fronch Court of Inquiry. Floase lot
Div. ..........Beononie us have as soon ng possible dotails of tholr travel
Local Tel ...3926. ... arrangononto
APPROVED BY A
: . 2e Alpo plecaso advise thethor tho Court has
Sig. ... ﬂ,Q-MW ...... )
considered whore and whon thoy would like to hold
Typed: ..Aﬁ'ﬁ‘{..m,umpt.m..,
Is This Massage sittings in Cencda, If thoy havo not, ropoat not,
Likely To Be Published
Yes ( ) No ( ) would they wisch up to arrange these or vould they
Internal Distribution: profer to lcave tho question for discucsion efter
U.S5.%.E.A, thoir Clrrivnl?
3. Toxt of o press reloaso on tho vicit vill
be forwverded by bag.
Done ...
Date .. )
Copies Referred To: SECRETARY 0:* STATE
fOR EXTERIAL AFFAIRS
Transport
I\.T'B.
Done ...
Date ..
000107 4
49-P-274-100M
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Document divulgué en vertu de la 7g

I'inform atlon

ki

'p"*"-";' |
Vistiters o oau " ...aJtiUbl

JAN 20 1951

F1 o {50Q 17/5//

81 ST.PETER ST.
QUEBEC Jan. 17th 1951.

C. Travers, Esq.,

Superintendent Air Regulations,
Departmedt of Transport, Bldg No. 3,
OTTAWA.

Dear Sir:-

Would vou be kind enough to send

me copy of the operating certificate of the

35518

Curtiss-Reid plane, which crashed in France?

I thank you in anticipation for

all your trouble.

Yours very truly,

Ny C =
_,/1/\./’ /\_)J N U\vw

A}

WILFRID DESJARDINq/

WD/MAR.
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REPLY TO BE ADDRESSED TO:

Document disciosed under the ACCESS LO iNjormutivn At
Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sybc v Iinformation

Ay

sxr;;muu. AFFAIRS CONFIDENTTIAL 0.? *

1 CANADXA
. -

THE UNDER-SECRETARY OF STATE
FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS T

OTTAWA

Note.

{o:’k &

%&@6‘ Lcre Hrscamsed 10N CARDS

o 3 ,‘4:",1 "E Q‘)
“or e

OTTAWA, Jamuary 15, 1951.

The Deputy Minister,
Department of Transport (Air Services),
Ottawa. : e . )

With reference to your lettér of January 10th,
1951, doncerning the proposed visit to Canada of the
French Court of Inquiry in the recent Curtiss-Reid air-
craft accident, I enclose copy of a telegram of today's -
date to our Embassy in Paris. You will note that we have
asked for details of the Court's travel arrangements
and for certain other information concerning their plans
while in Canada. ’

With respect to paragraph 3 of your letter of
January 10th, we will be glad to arrange for hotel accommo-
dation for the members of the Court of Inquiry. As for

.other sarrangements concerning their reception, we doubt

whether this erartment need be involved, since governmental

" relations with %he Court of Inquiry, while in Canada, will

presumably be maintained through your Department or perhaps
through the Air Transport Board. If you agree, we will
leave the question of reception arrengements to be settled
between yourself and the Chairman of the Air Transport
Board.

© |

,__...—-—-.-'_""‘"
ENTERE

W 7 No. 8 Bldg.
Con ciiecon 7B (i
.P. Heeney,

Ve /4:44’5“ . T ‘“‘wﬁgo Under-Secretary of State

for External Affairs.

000110
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/ J EXT. 97.

MESSAGE FORM
OUTGOING

FILE REF. l

SECURITY CLASSIFICATION

CONFIDENTIAL

FROM: THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS, CANADA

THE CANADIAN AMBASSADOR TO FRANCE, PARIS

Message To Be Sent

EN CLAIR
CODE
CYPHER X

Degree of Priority

Sig. e

Div. oo Economic.....
Local Tel. ... 39 26 ...........

APPROVED BY

Typed: .AFV.Plumpire..

Is This Meassage
Likely To Be Published

Yes () No ( )

Internal Distribution:

UOSCS‘E.A.

Date For Communications Office Use Only

January 15, 1951

Copies Referred To:

Transport
A.I‘.B.

49-P-274-100M

Your Telegram HNo., 3 of Jamuary 4th,
1951. Inquiry into Curtiss-Reid Accident.
1. Second half of Jamuary will be convenient
for visit of French Court of Inquiry. Please let
us have as soon as possible details of their travel
arrangements.
2. Also please advise whether the Court has
considered vhere and when they would like to hold
sittings in Canada. If they have not, repeat not,
would they wish us to arrange these or would they
prefer to leave tho question for discussion after
their arrival?

3. Text of & press release on the visit will

be forwvarded by bag.

¥*

SECRETARY OF STATE
FOR TXTERJAL ATFAIRS

© 000111
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11-48

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT /d Dz

INTRA-DEPARTMENTAL CORRESPONDENCE

BRm, 44, Trens-ptlantic Administration Bldg.,
Montr.e.a.lv.Air.por.t,,...Doml,..,Qne,..,_.J.aﬁT.E...15.,“1951.

PLACE

2 ; ,
YOUR FILE — syfiecT OUR FILE

5002#257 -(CAR) ' 5002«30

TRANSEENT - E:‘SC:S_—!
| |

| il 366 2-257 |

Director of Air Services,
Department of Transport,
Ottawa, Ontario,

Attentions Superintendent, Air Regulations )
o ’ 39145

- 1, Reference ia made to your letter of December 27,
1950, forwarding to this office an enquiry submitted by the Civil
Aviation and Communications Attache, at London, regarding the Widow
of Roderick MacIsaac victim in the air crash of DC4 CF-EDN on
November 13, 1950, in the French Alps. '

2 In this comnection, please find attached a copy
of a letter received from the Crown Trust Company which will be found
self-explanatory.

P./Fournier,
for District Controlier, alr Services.

JPF:4R
Enc,

000112
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c Fd
D K / / ‘f/
</ ' CROWN TRUST COMPANY

January 10, 1951,

Mr. J. P. Fournier,
Room 44,

Transitlantic Bldg.,
Dept. of Transport,
Dorvael Airport, Que,

Dear Mr. Fournier:

Re; Estate Roderick M. Maclsaac

As requested during our recent telephone conversation
we wish to advise that our Company is acting as Agent for the estate of
the late Roderick MacIsaac, and in turn assisting Mrs. MacIsaac with her
own affairs, To the fest of our knowledge she is not a charge of the
State and not in immediate need of finsncial assisgtance.

Yours faithfully,

(sgd) H, F. Kerrigan,
Manager

000114
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b3 |
e

_._i_nute@ to Memorandum January 15, 1951,

It is recommended that we proceed
in conformity with the following assumptions

Procedures That the French Court
will lay down its own procedures, but
that witnesses will be sworn in and if
necessary subpoenad By an accredited
representative of DOT, This may necessi-
tate appointing Inspector Fournier
a one man board of inquiry to work with
the French Court in carrying out these
duties,

Costs That DOT will pay costs of
transporting the court and its attendants
to and from Canada and all their living
expenses while they are here, plus court
rooms, witness fees, etc. As soon as the
size of the group coming to Canada is known
an effort will be made to estimate the cost
and authority of Treasury to make the
necessary expenditure will be sought,

Mr, Allan recommends that we ask for an
arbitrary sum, say $5,000,00 in case
expense accounts start to come in soon
after the court arrives in Canada as seems
quite possible,

Itinerary That it be suggested
to the court to hold 2 preliminary sitting
in Montreal and their final sitting in
Quebec City, unless the court itself has
made other arrangements,

i T /¢ 7(‘;
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT /0 o 2

INTRA-DEPARTMENTAL CORRESPONDENCE 2-50

..Ottawa, Ontario, January.l5,.1951.. . .

PLLACE DATE

YOUR FILE

SUBJECT OUR FILE

Visit of the French Court of Enquiry to Canada, 5002-257 (CAR)

47552
MEMORANDUY FOR FILE:

1. ' With reference to folio below and the D.A.3.!'s letter of
January 10, 1951, the undersigned called Kr. Irwin regarding the visit
of the French Court of Enquiry.

2. Mr. Irwin, who had not received the letter, agreed to send
a cablegram to the Canadian Fmbassy requesting prompt advice of the date
of arrival of the French representatives,

3. Mr. Irwin believed that the cost of this visit would be
borne by the Department of Transport and suggested that we might therefore
wish to make hotel reservations ourselves but that Bxternal Affairs would

be glad to assist if space was not immediately available.

L, ' A further announcewent of the dates on which the Court:of
Enquiry will hold its hearings will be prepared as soon as this information
is available but it is reguested that instructions msy be given on the
procedure to be followed at such hearings since the reference to admission
of the public and advertisements in the Montreal and Quebec City newspapers
suggests a different procedure from that of a Departmental Board of Enquiry.

5e In the sbove connection, it may be mentioned that Mr. Wilfrid
Desjardins, K.C., of 81 St. Peters Street, Quebec, who is acting for families
of deceased piligrims, visited this office last week and appeared to be
extremely anxious to co=-operate in any further proceedings. He had taken
steps to preserve all records and documents, forwarded to the Liaison
authorities from France, in the Court House at Quebec and has taken this
step to prevent their misuse by unauthorized persons, It might therefore

be desirable to hold the hearings in fQuebec City alter a preliminary
investigation of the records had been made in Montreal by the Court of
Enquiry. It is suggested that the A.T.B., would also be consulted for
assistance in making suitable arrangements for a hearing of these sbatements
and presentation of documentary evidence,

A(C. T. Travers),
Superintendent, Air Regulaticns,

CTT/VIA ‘ 000116
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MINITE TO: DIRECTOR OF AIR SFERVICES 0
‘ J?ﬂa (;oow“

'\’ It has been suggested, by the Minister's

Secrstary, that the Minister himself might be

interested in this agreement to the second half of
January for the opening of the French Court of

Enquiry in Canada.

(C. T. Travers),
Superintendent, Air Regulations.

. TG en ‘
M}’ éf/m 4”75&’%‘000117
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Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur 1’07 7’nformation :

5002-257

January 10, 1951.

Dear Sirs

In reply to your letter of January 6, 1951, enclosing
Telegram No. 3 of January 4th, from the Canadian Ambassador in
Paris, you are advised that the second half of January will be
convenient for the visit of the French Cowrt of Baquiry to Canads
in connection with the recent Curtiss-Reid accident, :

Inspector J. P, Fournier will be instructed to hold
himself in readiness to continue in his eapacity of Observer
and to prepare, as far as possible, for the visit of the Court.

It would be appreciated if suitable arrangements could
be made for hotel accommodation and the reception of the French
officials who, it is understood, showed every consideration te
Mr. Fournier, the Canadian representative, during his visit to
France.

As requested, enclosed, herewith, is a copy of the Press
Release eon«mina the fort.hcuiu visit of the French Court of

Enquiry.
Yours rm.ntum,

ongma‘ Signe ed b} it

A T u.‘/u‘u"’

: = (‘o T. 00"2.0’),
Bnel. Director of Air Services.

The Under-sSecretory of State
for External Affairs,
Ottave, Ontarioc.

WVG/VMA
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REPLY TO BE ADDRESSED TO:
THE UNDER-SECRETARY OF STATE
FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
OTTAWA

To: The Deputy Minister,
Department of Transport (Afr,Services),
Ottawa,

_ Enclosed herewith is copy of Telegram No.

3 of Jarmary 4th, 1951, from the Canadian Ambassador
in Paris concerning our proposal for a visit to Canada
of the French Court of Inquiry iﬂithe recent Curtiss-
Reid aircraft accident.

You will note that the French authorities
have enquired whether the second half of January
would be acceptable to us for the time of the Court's
visit to Canada. Would you let me know if you are
agreeable to this.

In connection with a further question in
the enclosed telegram, I would be pleased if you would
let me have a copy of the press release recently issued
by your Department concerning the proposed visit of
the Court of Inquiry.

. Mw@é_éf

?“(«” ‘ . f//
: {3 : V¢y~/ A.D.P, Heeney,
! Under-Secretary of State
for External Affairs.
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77

TELEGRAM

FROM: THE CANADIAN AMBASSADOR, PARIS

TO: THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS, CANADA

CYPHER - AUTO

CONFIDENTIAL

i

PARIS, January 4, 1951
(Rec'd Jan. 5, 1951)

Confidential., Our telegram No. 462 of December
29th. Inquiry into Curtiss-Reid accident.

French authorities today sent us a formal note
confirming information in my telegram No. 462, They have
inquired if second half of Jamary would be agceptable to
Canadian authorities. I should also appreciate knowing
if any pﬁblic statemegt has been made in Canada concerning

arrival of French court of inquiry.

CANADIAN AMBASSADOR

-

A

000121
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MEMORA UM

AIR TRANSPORT BOARD (9

A,
N ™

4/1/k Yooy O)Q/(z\

I assume you will be preparing a reply

to External Affairs.m

J.R.Baldwin

000122
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THE DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS oo }

OTTAWA, Jamuary 6, 1951

. To

R

The documents described below are attached for your information

or for any action you consider necessary:

Also referred to:

Ec: J.,A, Irwin/GM

A.D.P. BEENEY,

Under-Secretary of State
for External Affairs

e

-
The Chairman, Air Transport Board - & ___-

Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act

eﬁmﬁw@fﬁﬁ vertu de la Loi sur 'accés a I'information
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7

CONF1 IAL

OTTAVA, Jamuary 6, 1951.

The Deputy linister,
Department of Transport (Air Services),
Ottawa.

®

Enclosed herewith iz copy of Telegram lo.
3 of January Ath, 1951, from the Canadian Ambassador
in Paris concerning our proposal for a visit to Canada
of the French Court of Inquiry in the recent Curtiss~
Reld aircraft aceident.

You will note that the French authoritles
have enquired vhether the second half of Jamiary
wonld be acceptable to us for the time of the Court's
visit to Canada. Tould you let me know if you are
agreeable to this,

In connection with a further question in
the enclosed telegram, I would be pleased if you would
let me have a copy of the press release recently 1ssued
by your Department concerning the proposed visit of
the Court of Inquiry.

‘R B

A.D.P. Heeney,
{ Under-Secretary of State
for External Affairas.

000124
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2

TELEGRAM

FROM: THE CANADIAN ANMBASSADOR, PARIS
T0: THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS, CANADA

CYPHER - AUTO
CONFIDENTTAL
X0, 3

PARIS, Jamuary 4, 1951
(Rec'd Jan. 5, 1951)

Confidential., Our telegram No. 462 of December
29th. Inquiry into GurtissoReid‘accident.

French authorities today sent us a formal note
confirming information in my telegram No. 462. They have
inquired if second half of Jauuar& would be acceptable to
Canadian euthorities. I should also appreciate knowing
if any public statement has been made in Canada concerning

arrival of French court of inquiry.

CANADIAN AMBASSADOR

000125 "4
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To Hold Crash
Probe In Canada

OTTAWA, Jan. 2 — (CP) — The
French government's board of in-
quiry investigating the wreck of a
Canadian airplane carrying Holy

. Year pilgrims home from Rome
i will sit in Canada shortly, Trans-
| port Minister Chevrier' announced |
| today. The plane,

the “Canadian
Pilgrim,” crashed in the French
Alps Nov. 13 with loss of 58 lives.
It was on the way irom Rome to
Paris,

Mr. Cheyrier said the French
board of inquiry had accepted his
invitation to hold sittings in Can-
ada with a view to getting fullest
information on the accident. Time
and place of sittings will be an-
nounced later, he said.

The minister noted that J. P.

Fournier, aviation inspector with

Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur'’accés a

3 Jan 51

AN 12 1951

——

}

, ;‘.{;Qé‘f Mf_;’

[

the Transport Department, has been ;
following the investigation in

France as an official observer.

R R . - s
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DDM/SFT

- £7

5002 - 257

OITATIA, Omntario,

Jenuary 3rd, 1951

Continontal Casualty Company,
Edifico Star,

231 Oucst Rue St-Jacquos,
I'ONTREAL, P.Q.

Gontlemsn: Attention: Lir. II. Allerd,
Claimg Supervisor

{1ith referonce to your letter of Dscember
27th, you are edvised that the enquiry into the acci-
dent of Douglas C-54 aireraft CI-IDN (Canedian Pilgrim)
is being officlially carried out by the French Leronou=-
ticoal authoritics and that e copy of their f£indings has
not yet beon rmade avallable.

' It ip oxpocted that it will be somo tims

yot before the French Board of Enquiry will be completed.

“Yours very truly,

, (Zf;;?" i

, (R. Dodds),
Controller of Civil Avistion.
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T 20 s o
YOI B TATNY

Sherbrooke, Decembe

'\ JAN & oy

-
File 3002 - 2;7 |

3761 1

Department of Transport,
Ottawa.

Sir,
I request that an encguiry be held in connection

with the tragedy of lount Obiou in the French Alps, by a

Board composed of lawyers and a Judge.

¥rs., Wwilfrid Lamontagne

16 Gueen St. North,
Sherbrooke, P.(¢.

000129




Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act
Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur 'accés a I'information

T » e
{797 SPORT - RECORIS

', GN 4 AN

i
;
|

000130



: / -éjzféz




[ Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act

Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur 'accés a I'informaifon
i;:

000132




Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act
Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur 'accés a I'informatj

AE

P o

000133




Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act 3
Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur I'accés a I’ tion

is requested that you will find out anything that would
assist in answering the attached enquiry forwarded by
the Civil Aviation snd Comsunications Attache in London,

(c. Te MM),
Attach, : Superintendent, Alr Regulations.

CTT/VMA
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.‘,_ﬁAH K . g‘s’_" L
- (i}fﬁ( Sherbrooke, Decémber 24, 1950
ST ORI S L—te S :‘_°~
H w va oy
I?ﬁ%;ﬂ?:ﬁ. uiﬁJ%zth
Department of Transport, ,{’*437 - JAN 9o ¢l

Ottawa, Ont.

I nggest that an enguiry be nade=byuersBoETa—Tc
of Bnqguiry composed of lawyers and a judge, in connection
with the air tragedy at I“ount Obiou, in which so many
people from Quebec were affected.

Yours truly,

Paul Fontaine

000135
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EXTERNAL AFFAIRS ‘ 7 227/ u
- 1
REPLY TO BE ADDRESSED TO: CANADEA } ‘:“cg dl’) ,_:?'_:_ﬁ_':_-g_ o
THE UNDER-SECRETARY OF STATE I\ -
FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS A T T -
oTTAWA 0Ottawa,

December 27, 1950.

Your file: 5002-257
our file: 6-XN-40

The Deputy Minister,
Department of Transport,
Otteawa,

Attention: A.T. Cowle}
Director of Alr Services

I refer to your letter of December 13
concerning Colonel A.G. Cherrier's report on the
crash of the Curtiss-Reid aircraft in France on
November 13, and now attach, for the completion of
your records, & copy of despatch No. 744 of
December 6 from the Canadian Embassy in Rome,
together with enclosure which shows changes which
should be made to the original 1list of crash

vietims,
%\/OAAA&_

06~ (A.D.P. Heeney)
Under-Secretary of State
for External Affairs.
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f
v/

December 6, 1950 : RESTRICTED

The Ambassador, Canadian Embassy, Romse

Rd

Our Despatch No. 696 of November 23, 1950
Crash of DC-4 Skymaster - Curtis-Reid

Following our despatfh No. 696 of November
25, 1950, I am enclosing copy of letter prepared
by the Military Atteché here, showing changes
which should be made in the list of crash victims
that was forwarded with the above-mentioned

despatch.

000139
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Document divulgué en vertu de lg Loi sur]'gee&s @ information |
P | REST Rléiiggb
5 v Via Saverio Morcadanto, 15,
".(‘ Rome, Italy. g;/
' VAR 62

4th Decembor, 1950.
[ ‘. ;; . ‘- ;
Cragh of IN~i Skymaster - Curtis-Roid
13 Rov 50

1 Further to my report on the m/n subjoct dated 21st Hoverber,
1950, ond bascd on & 1ist obteined dy our Imbassy in Farip from the
Court of knquiry in Grenodble, the following changes ahould bo nade
{n the list of oragh victins attached thoreto:

{1} TUnder (a) ldentification "Formal®:

dolevo:
3 ROUL:, sev. Gorpoain, OO
35 DUYSAULY, !r, Antoing
39 TOHHALD, Miag Lucie
(i1) Under (b) Identification "Pregumedf:.
add:
nerss listed in (i) above, plus undor "CiLE!":
57 JOERSCH, Lirs., neo Locdoneld {Hoatess) |
|
and delote: : |
45 GUILBAVIT, liice Eva ‘
49 LDBARD, Abbe Philies |
(141) Under {¢) Remains c¢lassified liot Identifioblo”: 1
8dd: ‘
45 Tornan X
49 tan X {Trunk) 1
(tv) tUnder Porsons not Identified: . |
add: ‘

GUILDAULT, kisz Lvo |
I3HAxD, Abbe Philioso ‘

ond undger "C«AEV" doleto.
MCDOIALD, Dics (Hostess)

2 In viow of tha obove chdnges, the tablo in pora 1l of tho
roport should bo ohongo@ to road as follown:

(a) 24 "forrmally" identifiod
{b} 21 idontifications "prosumed”
{s) 12 not idontifieble

-
2
DISTRIBUTION:
Dopartmont of Hatiomol Dofence (Arny) {2)
Dopnrteent of Extornol Affairs {2)
File
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ROY TUCHBREITER ROLLIN M. CLARK
PRESIDENT . FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT & SECRETARY

- Gocel
: i 4 B
gz ]
Ky in’_‘rf
P
HEAD OFFICE FOR CANADA-TORONTO (8 )

P. P. pe LA BRUERE SUCCURSALE PROVINCIALE:
DirecTEUR PROVINCIAL EDIFICE STAR: 231 OUEST RUE ST-JACQUES

MONTREAL 3002~ 4 ‘5’7

December 27, 1950.

Mr, R. Dodds,

Controller of Civil Aviation,
Department of Transport,
Ottawa, Ont. ‘

Dear Sir : Re: Your file #5002-257 - .
Canadian Pilegrim 1

According to your letter of November 22, a representative
of your Department was attending the proceedings of the
French Court of Enquiry and the investigation carried out
by the French Authorities.

Will you please let us know if this report has been reledsed
and if so, would it be possible to let us have a copy of same
in order to complete our file,

Thanking you in advance for your co-operation, we remain,

Yours truly, ' </
M, ALLARD
CIAIMS S ' —W
1
MA/ER ENTERED
ON CARDS
No. 3 Bldg.
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Servicos de 1'Air , . ‘ 77

- - 5002-257
JIL/EA

le 27 décembre 1950
Cher mpnaicur,

Jo ne reporte & votre lettre du 14 décembre 1950 su
sujot de 1'mccident de 1'avion Yurtiss-Roid qui s'est produit
_ le 13 novembre au lont Oblou, France.

_ Ltenqudte falte par les autorités franqaises&-se _
continue en conformité des procédures standcrds internationales
et il nous ost inpossible de dire quand 1%2nquéte sera terminde,

~ Bien qutun représentant de notre ministdre ait
assisté a 1l%enguste initiale en sa qualité d'observateur officiel
le rapport sera préparé par les autorités frangaises.

Votre tout dévous,

AoTt co‘ffley,
Directeur des Services de 1YAir

Lonsieur N1il0rid Desjardins, C.R.
81, rue Saint~Plerre
Québec, P.Q.
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File: 5002-257

Mr. Wilfrid Desjardins, C.R.,
81, rue St-Pierre,
QUEBEC, P.Q.

Dear Sir:

Reference is made to your letter of December
14th, 1950, regarding the accident of Curtiss-Reid's aircraft
which occurred at Mount Obiou, France on November 13th.

Investigation by the French authorities is
continuing in sccordance with standard international procedures
and we are unable to state when this investigation will be
completed.

Although & representative from this Depart-
ment attended the initial investigation in the capacity of an
officiel observer, the report will be prepared by the French
authorities. '

Yours very truly,

7

(A.T. Cowley),
Director of Air Services.

FOR TRANSLATION | 7g
|
|

NOTE TO TRINSIATION:

Original or Director's letgerhead~//
1l yellow file copy

2 perforated flimsies v

2 plain flimsies v//

Return to P.S5.W. room 2109.

(P ol
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Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur 'accés a I'information
PSVI/SFT g f/"

FOR TRANSLATION

File; 5002-257

Mr. Wiifrid Desjardins, C.R.,
8l, rue St-Plerre,
QUEBEG, PI QO

Dear Sir:

Reference is mado to your letter of December
1ith, 1950, regerding the accident of Curtiss-Reid's aireraft
which occurred at Mount Obiou, France on November 13th.

Investigetion by the French authorities is
continuing in sccordance with standard international procedures
and we sre unable to stete when this investigation wiil be
conpleted,

Although e representative from this Depart-
ment attended the initiasl investigation in the capacity of an
official observer, the report will be prepared by the French
authorities.

Yours very truly,

(A.T. Cowley),
Directcr of Alr Services.

NOTE TO TRANSLATION:
Original on Director's letterhead
1 yellow file copy

2 perforasted flimsies
2 plain flimsies

Return to P.S.%. room 2109.
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PSV//SFT 5802-18682
50022574

December 21st, 1950

Messrs. Mendes & Mount,
27 Villiam Street,
NEW YORK 5, New York, U.S.A.

Dear Sirs: Attention: Mr. Charles E. Iewis

Reference is made to your letter of Decem-
ber 14th, 1950, your file No. 109,206, regarding Mr.
Orville Alford OIMSTEZRD, pilot of Curtiss-Reid
aeircraft CF-EDN, which crashed in the French Alps on
November 13th.

At the tim» of the atcident, Mr. Olmstead
was in possessivn of velid Canadian Public Transport
Pilot's Licence end Certificate No. 1395, and held a
valid Instrument Rating, dated July 27th, 1950.

Our records do not contein information
regarding the total instrument time, total flight
time, total time in four-engined aireraft, or total
time in DC, é&ircraft, and re regret being unable to
provide you with these details.

Yours very truly,
Original Signog iy

o A. T. COWLEY

(A.T. Cowley),
Director of Air Services.

DSAR MONTREAL.

000146
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FOR TRANSLATION
Files: 5002-257 %
5258-153

OTTAWA, Onterio,
December 18th, 1950

Dear Sir:

I am in receipt of your letter of December
6th and wish to advise you are correct in assuming that
the control of wivil aviation in Caneda is the responsibility
of my Department.

Since the accident to Curtiss-Reid's aircraft
"Canedien Pilgrim" occurred in France, by international
agreement- the inquiry is being conducted by French Aeronauti-
cal suthorities. It is the responsibility of the Department
of Trensport to investigate aircraft accidents which occur in
Caneda, and Canade is being represented by an Inspector of
the Department of Trensport as an observer at the French Board
of inquiry.

With regard to the inquiry contained in the
last paragraph of your letter, you are advised that all 0pera-
tions by Canadian aircraft engaged in air transport are 77 ~~-J
licensed and certificated by this Department.

Yours faithfully, j A.AZ/CéQ{l.w .;.
/

Gustave Labelle, Esq., D.V.M.,

Director,

Veterinary Medicine School of
The Province of Quebec,

ST. HYACINTHE, P.Q.

NOTE TO TRANSIATIONf

Originel on Minigfer's 1lhd.

3 file copies (1 for Minister)
2 perforated flimsies

1l plain flimsey

- @ @ W 4 o« -

RETURN TO DIDM, Room 2109,
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@ FOR TRANSLATION Files: 5002-257 %"

OTTAWA, Ontario,
. December 1l4th, 1950

I am in receipt of your letter of December
6th and wish to advise you are correct in assunming that
the control of civil aviation in Caneda is the respons-
ibility of my Department.

te Dear Sir:
|
|

Since the accident to Curtiss-Reid's sair-
craft "Cenedien Pilgrim" occurred in France, by inter-
national agreement the inquiry is being conducted by
French asroneutical authorities. It is the responsibility
of the Department of Transport to investigate aircreft .
accidents which occur in Cenade, and Canede is being rep-
resented by an Inspector of the Department of Trsmnsport as
an observer at the French Board of Inquiry. '

I can mssure you that everything concernirg
this accident will be thoroughdy-THvestigated and we would

be glad tgﬂ%%xg,any~tﬁfbfmation you might possess, as
implied—11 e second paragreph of your letter.
e——— S
With regerd to the inquiry cont&ained in the
last paragraph, you are edvised that all operations by

Canadian aircraft engaged in air trensport are licensed and
certificated by this Department.

Yours faithfully,

Gustave Lebelle, Esq., D.V.M., ' ROTE TO TRANSIATION:

Director, .

Veterinary Medicine Schoocl of
the Province of Quebec,

/i ST. HYACINTHE, P.Q.

L4
é’ ’

Originel on Minister's letterheed
3 file copies (1 for Minister)

2 perforated flimsies

1 plain flimsey

RETURN TO DDM, Room 2109.
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FOR TRANSLATION

Files: 5002-257 Y
=133

OTTAWA, Ontario,
December 12th, 1950

Dear Sir:

I am in receipt of your letter of December
6th and wish to advise ou are correct in assuming that
the control of civil aviation in Canade is the respons-
ibility of my Department. Vi

/s

Since the accident to Curtiss-Reid's air-
craft "Cenadien Pilgrim" occurred in/France, by inter-
national agreement the inquiry is béing conducted by
French aeronautical authorities. It is the responsibility
of the Department of Transport t¢ investigate aircraft
accidents which occur in Canada,/ end Cenada is bging rep-
resented by an Inspector of the Department of Tpansport . sw= oNis. =\~

this accident will be thorgughly i (gal we

last paragraph, you Are advised that/ all operations by
Canedian aircraft engaged in air trefisport are licensed
and certificated by/this Depertment/.

Yours faithfully,

Gustave lsbelle, Esq., D.V.M.,
Director, Note to TRANSLATION:
Vetinary Medicine School of the Originsl on Minister's letterhesd
Province of Quebec, 3 file copies (one for Minister)
ST. HYACINTHE, P.qQ. 2 perforated flimsies
000151 '
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OFFICE OF THE 73

HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR CANADA,
CANADA HOUSE,
LONDON, S.W.1.

December 15th, 1950.

37212

Dear Sir,
I attach copy of a self-explanatory
letter received from Mr. Vernon F.C. Hardy in

comnection with one Roderick MacIsaac, victim in

the air crash of the Canadian ékymasferkon November
13th, operated by Curtiss—Reid-Flying Services, Ltd.

A copy of our reply to Mr. Hardy is also attached, and
it would be appreciated if you woﬁld provide him with

whatever information you might be able to give him.

Yours faithfully,

@)
/d(

/%M 2 Mfa(\w\“
The Conftroller o;¢;1v;§01v1at1i%;;jif97’€%
1y

Department of Transport,
OTTAWA,
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AR. 412/1/2 Decenber 15th, 1950.

Dear sir,

In reply to your letter of |
Decembor 12th, concerning the widow of -
Roderick !'acIsaac, victim in the air crash of l
Lovember 13th in the Alps, I wish to inform you |
that we have foruarded a copy of your lotter to
tho Canadian authorities with a request that thoy
reply directly to you.

Tours faithfully,

359&&{0 d A Lo

(T.H. Tudhopo)
Civil Avintion and
Cormunications Attache.

Vornon F.C. Hardy, Eoq.,
42, 8t, Georges,
Vhite Lion Road,
Amersham Comnon,
Bucks.

000153



Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act
Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur 'accés a l'information

75

42 St. Georges,
White Lion Road,
Amersham Common,
Bucks.

12th December, 1950

Dear Sir,

v I wish to make a private enquiry, regarding

the wife and two children of Roderick MacIsaac, Canadian
citizen, victim in the fatal air crash of the Canadian
Skymaster carrying pilgrims in the Alps on the 13th November.

Roderick was my brother-in-law, employed by
the Curtiss-Reid Airlines of Montreal and was the steward
of the plane which crashed.

In the absence of any definite information from
his wife, living at: Apartment 15,
1595 Quinet Street,
Ville St. Laurent,
Montreal 9

my wife, her sister, would be deeply grateful for your
assistance in advisging her if adequate steps are being taken
to compensate the deceased wife.

Mrs. Maclsaac, apart from her mother, who is at
present living with her, has no other relations in Canada and

we know of no one who would be in a position to render financial

assistance, should the need arise.

As you are aware, the stringent and very necessary
exchange control regulations of the U.K. in relation to dollars

make it extremely difficult for us to give monetary aid.

May we ask if an investigation be made, if possible

without distressing Mrs. Maclsaac by direct contact and the
result forwarded to us at the above address.

In anticipation of your kind cooperation,
Yours faithfully,

(sgd). Vernon F.C. Hardy
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ORIGINAL ON FILE.....,.. 580218682 |
... 2802-18682 .. mile 9202 3&0 2 ’Z_L
COPY FOR FILE........... 5002257 o e T
MENDES & MOUNT
#¥£7 William Street
NEW YORK 5, N.Y.
December 14, 1950
Superintendent, Air Regulations
Department of Transport
Civil Avietion
Ottawa, Cansda
Re: Our file #109,206
Dear Sir:
We represent insurers of Curtiss-Reid Flylng Service, Ltd., who
were operating Douglas DC4 eircraft CFZEDW which crashed in the
French Alps on November 13, 1950. One of the requirements, prior
to completing settlement of the Assured's claim, for the loss of
the aircraft, is to determine the compliance of the flight crew
with your air regulations and the terms of the coverage.
In connection with the foregoing,.we ere wondering whether it
would be at all possible for you to furnish us, at our expense,
the following information with respect to ORVILLE ALFORD OLMSTEAD,
who was the pilot on the ill fated flight:
Type of Certificate
Certificeate Number
Ratings (Instrument, Instructor, etc.)
Total instrument time
Total flight time
Lotal time in four-engine aircraft
Totel time in DC4 aircraft
We would appreciate anything which you can do to assist us in
securing the above requested information.
Very truly yours,
MENDES & MOUNT N
}
BY: Charles E. Lewis )
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WILFRID DESJARDINS, K.C.

. ~
ﬁ$‘ c Advocate
128

v |
Department/of Transport,

Air Services, 3616’?

Ottawa.

. gi\\ 8l Ft=—Rierre St., _
, Que!%gvhygggmbgr‘;@J 1950

r~c 18 pr4. 1950

i

-~ 1

| Fired 0022677

Re: Accident November 13, Sl#505 Pilmrims =——
Curtiss-Reid, Mount Obiou, France.

Gentlemen,

I am Legal Adviser of the Committee of Assistance
to the families of pilgrims who lost their lives in the air
tragedy of November}:n M¥ount Obiou, when an aircraft of the
Curtiss-Reid Flying Service Ltd. crashed on the said lfount.

The Committee is besieged with requests for
informetion from families of pilgrims, and especially in con-
nection with the responsibility of the Curtiss-Reid Company.

We understand we cannot give any information
until a refort of the enguiry has been made. As there is one
of your representatives on the Board of Enquiry, will you be
kind enough to furnish us with some information on the holdihg
of that enquiry, advise me as to present developments and whelher
you expect a report in the near future.

Yours truly,

Wilfrid Desjardins

000158




. .
U YA

rﬂ'!(“) y'}
(' .)\_!a-‘JJ

Document disclosed under the Accesﬁs”?oﬁformation Act
Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur 'accés a I'information



Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act
Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur 'accés a I'information

. » ;,g %}.J? é;;?r

‘llfmd Desjardins,C.R.

AVOCAT

81, RUE ST-PIERRE

QUEBEC 14 décembre 1950

Ministere du Transport, (Air),
Division des Services de 1'Air,
Rue Wellington, -

OTTAWA. DEC 15.% 1

TO TRANSLATOR

OFFICE BERVICES

Messieurs,
Re: Accident 13 nov. 1950 en France
Pelerins de l'Oblou, Curtiss-Reid

Je suis aviseur legal du Comité de
1'Aide aux familles des pelerins qui sont décédés
dans un accident d'aviation survenu le 13 novembre
au massif de 1'Obiou, alors qu'un avion de Curtiss-
Reid Flying Service Ltd s'est écrasé sur ledit mas-
sif. ,

Le Comité est assiégé d'une foule d'in-
formations provenant des familles des pelerins et
spe01alement concernant la responsabilité de la com-
pagnie Curtiss-Reid.

Nous comprenons que nous ne pouvons
pas donner d'informations tant qu'un rapport d'enque-
te n'aura pas été fait. Comme un de yos représentants
fait partie ou au moins est attaché a la Commission
d'enquete, auriez-vous l'obligeance de me fournir
quelques informations sur la tenue de cette enquete,
me dire quels sont les développements actuels et si
vous abttendez un rapport prochain.

Je vous prie d'agréer l'expression de
mes sentiments distingués.

Veuillez me croire,
Votre tout dévoué,

C:;7ilJLﬁ, D
I

WILFRID DESJARDI
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Je 14 dboembre 1950.

Cher monsieur et madane,

Jtaccuse réception de votre lettre du 1l
décenbre ot dois wus dire que le Minlstére des
Transports feit enquéte sur tous les accldents
d*aéronefs au m :

Comme 1'aéronef "Canadian Pilgrin" stest
écrasé¢ en France, m convention internationale
1'aceident falt le sujet d'une enquéte par les
autorités rsanqam dtaéronautiques auxguelles
le Ministdre des Transports a envoyé un
pecteur pour esifren gualité d'observateur aapr&s
de la Commission d'mmwtc.

Einc’jremat & vous,

: g ot
¥, et lme Emile Gagnon ‘g)iﬁ/ ,3'0.
SHERBROOKE §
(]?oﬁlo) s ;Zé'l
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le 14 dbcembre 155u.

cmrmmam.

mwm de vobtre letive du 11
aécm ot dods wes 2ire que le Einlotdre des
Iransports feit @ < wur tous les accidents

» ‘__..,“m- . by
ugﬁgéﬁ‘ CHEVRIER

i

000162

PNt N - R AR TR N . B SRR TR R P S S T A RO L LNl Y i 2 e L i e P el TSI s



Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act
Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur I'accés Z’information

FOR TRANSLATION

OTTAWA, Ontario,

File: 5002 - 257

December l4th, 1950

Dear Sir and Madam:

1 am in receipt of your letter of
December 11th end advise you that the Department of
Transport investigates all aircraft accidentss n (gnadae

Since the aircraft "Canadian Pilgrim" erashed
in Fraence, by international agreement the accident is
being investigated by the French seronautical authori-
ties, to which the Department of Trensport sent an
Inspector to act as an observer at the Board of Inquiry.

Yours faithfully,

Mr. and Mrs. Emile Gagnon,

SHERBROOKE,
P.Q.

. A
NOTE TO TRANSLATION: ' sy

Originel on Minister's letterhead f%‘

2 yellow file copies (1 for Minister) s R
2 perforated flimsies o
1l flimsy. \

RETURN TO ROOM 2109

2
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FOR TRANSLATION
' " PFile: 5002 - 257

OTTAWA, Onterio,
December 1l4th, 1950

Dear Sir and Medem:

1 am in receipt of your letter of
Decembsr 1lth and advise you that the Department of
Transport investigates all aircreft sccidentss ., (anade.

since the aircraft "Canadian Pilgrim" wrashed
in Prence, by international agreement the accident is
being investigated by the French seronsuticel authori-
ties, to which the Department of Tramsport sent an
Inspector to act as an observer at the Board of Inquiry.

Yours faithfully,

Mr. and Mrs. Emile Gagnon,
SHERBROOKE ,
P .Qo

NOTE TO TRANSLATION:
Original on Minister's letterhead
2 yellow file copies (1 for Minister)
2 perforated flimsies
1 flimsy.

RETURN TO ROOM 2109
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5002-257

Ottawa,
December 13, 1950.

The Secretary,
Canadian Babassy,
72 Foch Avenue,
Pardis, France.
Dear Sir:

This will acknowledge receipt of the
Alr Almanse for Janusry and February, 1951, published
- 4n Paris.
' lewwthmhfwm
this ecopy of an interesting publication,

Yours truly,

e

Controller of cxvu Aviation,
CTT/VMA

A
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. _ December 13, 1950.

The Under-Secrstary of State
for Pxternal Affairs,
Ottawa, Ontario.

Lear Sir:

fieceipt is acknowledged of your letter
dated Decesber 4, 1950, enclosing a copy of a report
the erash of Curtiss~Redd's aireraft CP-m¥

in the French Alpe on Hovember 13, 1950.

mmmmmmm
abtmt&onofw.mnwwwxnhaatmin
completing the record of this ascident.

Yours very truly,

CTT/VHA
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT 2
. OFFICE SERVICES BRANCH
x
. REFERENCE SLIP
-

FILE NUI‘\..u.R 524%’2*{7 SERIAL NUMBER ‘2'?/59
CHARGEDR TO_‘MQL___DATE g,// 2r

=

, 6ATE ROUTED TO INITIALS DATE
(1) @ ® )

Y | PAE-S )
c A= .- ,
S5 U)

n N

INITIAL COLUMN 3 TO ENSURE EFFICIENT DISTRIBUTION SERVICE. COLUMN 4 SHOULD
SHOW DATE DOCUMENT LEFT YOUR OFFICE. USE COLUMN 2 FOR ADDITIONAL
THIS FORM WILL BE DESTROYED WHEN PAPERS ARE BEING FILED. T
ATTACHED DOCUMENT SHOULD BEAR YOUR INITIALS AS WELL AS ALL MINUT]
OF A PERMANENT NATURE.
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Sherbrooke, December 11, 1950

[, s T
L TR
291(9

Department of Transport, DEC 13 10
Ottawa. .
] F!e\_gzﬂg )\5

To the lfinister,
Please make an enqguiry on the tragedy of
the "Canadian Pilgrim®". I support the request in that
connection,
A Canadian citizen
Mrs.Emile G;gnon

Emile Gsgnon
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT 20

4-48

. OFFICE SERVICES BRANCH
h REFERENCE SLIP

“FILE NUMBE R‘jdp 2- 2‘)5 7 SERIAL NUMBER LVZ //4
CHARGE[? TO %/L/ M DATE @/ —

DATE ROUTED TO INITIALS DATE,
. (3) (4)

/1| Dol (‘f
DAS G
CC A G
o2yl ONEN
2 e d LG

INITIAL. COLUMN 3 TO ENSURE EFFICIENT DISTRIBUTION SERVICE. COLUMN 4 SHOULD
SHOW DATE DOCUMENT LEFT YOUR OFFICE. USE COLUMN 2 FOR ADDITIONAL REFERENCES.
THIS FORM WILL BE DESTROYED WHEN PAPERS ARE BEING FILED. TH,
ATTACHED DOCUMENT SHOULD BEAR YOUR INITIALS AS WELL AS ALL M|
OF A PERMANENT NATURE.
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DEPARTMENTAOF . AGRICULTURE

ot v
. ‘iqufq Veterinary Medicine School of the Province of Guebec
St. Hyacinthe, Que., Becember 6, 1950

"TREES2TRT - RECBRDS
Honourable Lionel Chevrier, 3
Minister of Transport,
Ottawa, Canada.

\9 (; Dear Snr,
&)\ T am under the impression that Civil Aviation

é%:yp Canada comes under your Department, and as I was a

Thd

passenger on the aircraft of the furtiss-Reid Airtours,

the "Canadian Pilgrim",on 2 trip to Europe in October last,
I beg to suggest that your Department hold a serious enquiry
into the circumstances of the accident which happened when
the "Canadian Pilgrim" crashed on Mount Obiou.

There are several points which should be cleared
up in connection with trips made by that aircraft, as it
&J;O
A
‘i
' I would also like to know to what extent these

g}ﬂ&%>‘ aircraft are supervised by the Officers of your Department.

/)/// Yours very truly,

Gustave Labelle, D.V.HM.

anpeared to me that its ownem were not very serious.

Director,

. | e ! ,é’ St. Eustache
.www”ﬂﬂilgé \ q" Two Mountains, P.G
M.ﬂ- a Y ’ . e .

ENTERLD

\ ?:9;:////’ ON CARDS
Ve ' No. 8 Bldg.

e P
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Miniatire de I Agrieniture

Cfimle de Medecine Weterivuive de [x Probince de Dueher

Affiliée a 1’Université de Montréal

:  Saint-Hyurinthe, Qué.
Bu du Directeur ,
b décenbre £950

donorable faonel Chewien
niatene des duamshontis ‘ |
@JLMM Conoda . ‘

Honorable mimiotne,

Etamt s6us L' imvieasion que L' asiation

mewd@meww%mewwmm et en ma w/t’M,é
de nansager oy 4'avion de J(,a Gution-Reid itowrs,

"Pélenin Canodien® - ogant M&emmgmuwwhemoom
du moin d'octobre dewmien - 4e me hew de vous uggenen
que votre miniotdne fanse une enquele adnieune s Le thiote
aceAdent qub et awwenu Loraque L' avion "ie Pélerin ocm,ad/uen.
oemwméwm&ea{/&a/mdfwmm%m

3y o plusteuwrs hoints qua méritenaient
d' e feloincin concevnamt Len %ammln/mmmqmm
d,mf/eo‘m,o’m/bé/tamwnemm%mko BENARWL »

' gmmmmamwmq%%%hmm-'
neillamce evencée han Les officiens de votrne mimintne au suget
' de cen avions .

3'od bien L'honnewr d' 2tae,

monaiewn Le miniotie,

votne dévoud aeruviteun,

(,'WV{(M}% fYs! ?)gj% XS T

dmfer:/tew
m-hawbcgmeo , 5
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DEG 13 195¢

.-7:

"Chevrier Gets

‘Pilgrim’
Crash Report

Transport Minister Chevrier
this afternoon was getting a

* complete and detailed personal
} report on the November 13 Al-

pine crash of the “Canadian
Pilgrim”, which dashed 58 Holy
Year visitors to their deaths.

Fifty-seven of the pilgrims
~were Canadians, the eighth an
American.

A full Canadian Government
jnvestigation into the crash this
‘week was demanded by a Sher-
brooke priest, Mon51gnor Bour-
assa, who charged in a speech

" the aircraft was not airworthy.

Mr. Chevrier 'this afterndon|
was getting his personal report
on the investigation conducted:

. by the French Government from

" Civil Aviation Inspector J. P.
.. Fournier of Monireal, who flew

" to France on November 14 at

Mr. Chevrier’s request.
Air Vice Marshal A, T. Cow-

.. ley, Director of.Air Services,
*" said Mr. Fournier’s report {o the

" minister likely would be fol-

lowed by a statement on the in-

. vestigation.

" ' Under regulations laid down by

N> The Civil Aviation inspector

had gone to France merely as;

. an observer in the investigation.

the International Civil Aviation
Organization,- a crash had to be
investigated by the country in
which it occurred. The country

to which the aircraft was regis-|

tered—in this case, Canada-—

could, if it so desired, send an},

St

- observer LRy T
Y

Wi g
//“/JC

60
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RESTRICTED
EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
,mswwmﬁﬁiﬁgxfx:“‘ OTTAWA, December 4, 1950.
Our File No. 6-XN-4O P
3662?28

The Deputy Minister
Department of Transport,
OTTAWA,

Attention: Controller of Civil Aviation.

I refer to the telephone conversation
of December 1 between Mr., Wardroper of this
Department and Mr. M. M. Fleming, and now
attach a copy of a report prepared by Colonel
A. G. Cherrier, Military Attache at the
Canadian Embassy in Rome, concerning the
crash of the Curtiss-Reid aircraft in the
French Alps on November 13,

This account of the recovery and
identification of the bodies will no doubt
serve as a useful supplement to your Mr.
Fournier's report on the causes of the
accident.

Al

(A.D.P. Heeney)
Under- Secretary of State
for External Affairs,
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(Ciampino
had crashed

s,

Airport) st 1515 hrs on a flight to HONTREAL via P
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Via Saverie Mercadante, 15,

Home, Italy.

HAR Gmb~1

2lst Hovember, 1950.
which hed lef%

Word was received at this Embassy during the late evening
at spproximetely 1800 hrs in the mountainous area of oI, DIDIER, in
the Department of the Hautes Alpes, France. :

of 13 Nov 50 that the m/n aireraft,

1

A et et sl §1 4l
i m% ?m il wmmmmmwmw
=2y*2 i.3d.gduidEl = ig28
i mrm i m“ ) el lhealls
st m Ry LT TR T e
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i RESTRICTED

used for carrying logs across a chasm some 200 metres across and 54
175 metres deep, was to
of & trail running down
VIGNE. However, this cable trolley
time, snd it was found that
was not serviceabls smd would . :
accomplished thet day and during the morning of Thursday 16 Nov,
in spite of fog end heavy rain which fell all day, the first bodies
started erriving at CROUIX D8 LA PIGIE. The cable trolley broke down
most ri
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again thet evening, end 1% : . :

working. Here again, 1t was reported that ome of the men (name

known) risked his life, @s it was necessary for him to go out half-

mm-m-uumumummmmmnm.
the

Another vivid example of devotion to duty of men engeged
this operation. : :
9 Ag the sacks conteining the remains reached the Schoolhouse,

the
they wers trought in three at & time and the task of identification
was performed by a team of three experts of the Corps de Securite
Publique, working under & superintendent. These men are specially
treined in this type of work and most meticulous. Papers and other
objeets found on the bodies, &s well as samples of ¢lothing, were
carefully serutinized, classified end listed, end plsced in numbered
envelopes, whieh correspond to the number on each coffin., Where docu-
ments, such as a passport, book of travellers cheques, driving li-
cense, ete., bearing the name of the individual were found on a body,
identification was deemed "formel” and recorded as such. However, in
cases whers no such evidence was found, but it was possible by means
of clothing or comparison with photographs snd deseriptions by lisgr
Roy, Dr. Pouliot, Jir, Jemes the Paris agent of Curtis-feid snd others
who had known the individuals, to put e name to a body, identifiecation
was regorded as “presumed”. In these cases, formal identification will
be sdmitted when the objects found on the bodies are recogmnized by re-
letives and others who can testify as o identity. The work of identi-
fication wes particularly difficult due %o the condition of the bodies
which, elthough frozen, hed in mesrly every Case been s0 badly mutilated
as a result of the erash et such a high sltitude and subseguent drop of
400 to 500 metres on rocks end frozen ground, that recognition of fea~
tures was well nigh impossible.

10 In addition o items found on the bodies, a number of pass-
ports, books of travellers cheques, currency, personal papers, ladies'
purses, and various other srticles were found in the wooded eress below
the scene of the crash, where it would appesr they had been carried by
the strong wind blowing st the time of the accident. As these items
were picked up, they were turned in to gendermes who brought them to
the Mairie at CROIX DE IA PIGHE, where they were carefully sorted out
and recorded, wherever possible under the name of the person to whom
they belonged. These sdditional items shouid prove helpful ia estab-
lishing definite identifications.

11 on Thursday, 16 Nov, 34 remains were examined and classified
in the menner deseribed sbove and on Friday, 17 Nov, another 22, The
final classificction of the 56 remains brought down is as follows:
(a) o 27 "formally" identified

{(») 51 A9 identifications "presumed”

(¢) /- 20 mot idemtifiable

It is anticipated that by min of the objects uomm end listed, it
will be possible to confirm the identity of most of the 19 recorded as

- " P oy . : et e ¥ el B e 3 - ' 3 . -
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"presumed”, end quite a few of the 10 classified ss “"not identifi- 52
able” but merked as "men X" or “woman X", A

12 A complete list of nemes of those identified formally and
those recorded as "presumed”, as well &s of those persons whose
bodies were not identified or found, and of the eoffins cerrying
remaing clessified as not identifisble, wes mede and hended to Mr.
Charpentier of the Cgnadien Embasey in Peris. A copy of this list
is forwarded herewith. In this connection, a UF report under a
date~line of 20 Nov from CROIX IE L. PIGIE states that & S7th body,
tentatively identified by local suthorities as thet of the hostess
of the ill-fated plane, a Mrs. Johnson (Miss Macdonald on the air-
eraft menifest) was found by a wood-cutter on the meuntain (M.
OBIOU) thet day, This, therefore, would appear to leave the body
of only cne passenger unaccounted for. _

13 A brief service was held in the Chapel at CROIX DE LA FIGNE
at 1700 hrs on Thursday, 16 Nov, by Msgr Hoy, in the presence of
high French suthorities and meny local inhabitents, Those who spoke
at this impressive cersmony were:

¥. le Chanoine Vermeulen, Vicar Genersl, representing the
Bishop of GPenocble

Magr Roy, Archbishop of Quebec
lia j-Gon Venier, Canedian Ambassedor to France

M. Hdoger Ricerd, Prefet de 1'lsere, in the name of the
French Governmenut

14 On seturdsy morming, 18 Nov, all coffins except that of Dom.
Romano Moechiuti, which haed been teken the day before to Italy for

burial, were trensported by lorries under Gendarme escort to GRENOBIE
where they were placed in Notre Dame Cathedral. An impressive fun-

eral service was held there at 1530 hrs before a large number of high
French officials and a worshipful crowd which filled this huge eathe-
dral., The coffins were then carried out by men of & local military

unit to opem Army lorries, and teken to the Chapel in the GHENCBLE

Cometery where they will rest until tramsported to Canada, 7The en-

tire route followed by the funeral procession from the Cathedral to

the Cemetery was lined by the population of GRENOBIE, an impressive

tribute to the unfortunate victims of this tragic accident.

15 Following the conclusion of these ceremonies, a discussion
was held with Mr, Charpentier
respect to Press releases and
handled entirely by him., Msgr Roy and I left GRENOBIE by ear at
1930 hrs, stayed overnight et DIGNE end reached NICE at 1130 om
fSunday, 19 Nov. The returm trip from made by BEA plans,
which brought us in to ROME (Ciempino

16 Among military men noted at CROIX IE LA PIGNE were Lt-Gen

Noiret, Military Govermor of Lyon and Comdr of the Sth Military

Reglon, who had come specially to the st

vision of the salvage operations; Brig-Gen Valstte d'Usia, Comdr

of the GRENOBIX Sub-division of this same Region, who directed the

militery and gendarmerie participstion of the operations and also
bis men in the elémb to the scene of

lon, Comir of the 3rd Territorial Legion of Gendarmerie of GRENOBLE

who supervised the work of the Gendarmes.

17 The causes of the crash are being investigated by a commit-
tee of French experts, headed by Col. Bellonte, Chief of the Fremch
Civil Avietion Aceident Imvestigation Division. Acting as obsexvers
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on this Committee are My, Fournier of the Canadian Department 3/0
of Tramsport and G/C Cerling-Eelly, Air Attache at the Cenadian

Embessy in Peris. Ag e full report of the deliberations of this
Committee will undoubtedly be forwarded by these Canadien obser-

vers, it has not been thought adviseble to imelude in this re-

port any remarks heard on the causes of the erash, which at best

could only be supposition since there does not appear to have

been any eye-witness to the accldent.

18 A postoard photograph of MI'. OBIU is forwarded wmt,
together with a panoremic view of the area, as well as elippings
extracted from local mewspapers for the 15, 16, 17 end 18 Nov.

DISTRIBUTION:
Department of Nationsl Defence (irmy) (2)
Department of External Affairs {2)
%ﬁtu‘y Agtache, Paris
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CRASE YICTInS Pago 1
(a} Identifioation “"Formal® ‘ é%/
v . }
Coffin No. Name
1 HARSTL, Abbe Enilien
3 HORBAU, lsgr J.A.
4 ICEERS, Vrs Doria
5 IJCHAUD, Ior. Alphonss
6 ARGENAULT, Cure Poul Emilo
7 FLLUIDTIER, lrs Adrienno
9 V'OCCHIUTTY, Dom Romono
12 FORTIER, lr. Hoori
15 IRRARD, Ir. Joeeph Rmodee
27 TILXONS, lir. Ernest
28 YAQUET, ly. Osoar
~91— HOULE, Rev. Germain, OMI
32 IENARD, tp. Chorles Enils
=30 HOKHAND, Miss Iaole
40 JACOB, 'z:.r. 1son Alphongs
~35= DUSBAUIT, 1. Antoine
43 POIRICR, Abbe Antoine
b4 VACHON, Abbe Willien
47 ECAULOKR, laureat
50 FRICHAT, Cure Joseph
52 BUTERA, Ir. Guiseppe
55 1AVALIZE, 1. Arthur
56 DROUIN, Cure Isidore
CHER
i3 BERDERSON, (Co-Pilot)
i TABKERTIN, (Firot Navigator)
36 HAC IBAAC, (Steward)
51 BOTHWELL, (Sscond liavigator) |
(v} Jaentification "Presumed”
-2 BARTRL, Cure Bdgar
B GIROUX, Apbe Paul Epile
11 : goUIET, lr. Achille
16 TII2ONS, Lies Alice neo lychault
19 IBSSARD, lr. Josoph
17 CLAVET, Migs Dorina

20 LACROIX, lllas Joanne

22 ELLYSQR, 1. Roger

24 LACKDIX, Uiss Harie~Therose
<9 IIAROULIS, I'r. Stratos

33 I2NARD, lirs Yvonne

37 COTx, liro Antoinette

38 BEERUEE, l'r. Gerard

FA Y CGAGRIQN, !ir. Charles Bugene
5 GUILBAULY, !iss Lva

48 DROIET, Miss Marie Marthe
«-549’ HEFNARD, Abbe Philias
4

%

10

54

CREY

OLV'STEAD, {Captain).
NICHOL3, ({Hedio Operaotor)
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CRASH YICETINS
(e} . Remains classified "Not Identifiable”
§ ) - 'R .
Coffin Ho. Perticulers
18 Men X
21 Uomnn X
23 {loman X
25 Lan X
26 Lan X
30 Bunman remains, of which two legs of a priest
34 Voman X
42 Human remains,
46 {oman X
53 tioman X
0
44

(a) Tersons not Identified
| Ramsg

BARRL, lr. Bornard, OFl
EERURZ, !Mrs Alexine
CLERIONT, lises Odille
IZEYERS, Ur. Ulyseo
CWIEY, lrs Olivine
IF1ILUX, Brs Alexandrine
MICHAUD, I'rs ..line
FELICTIUR, Lr. Artbur
PCOULAIN, liss Ghislaine
PROVCICHER, Cure Antoine

ROBITAILIE, lir. Paul Honri
QW.(LMZ(’
CMCamn

CREY

~—MACHORALD, 108 -_(HOgt,egg )
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Lundi 4 decembre 1950,

Mgr 1. Bourassa réclame une
enquéte fédérale impartiale

r - ) \
“Les faits connus et le bon sens nous commandent
de croire que le “Pélerin Canadien” était trop
chargé et en mauvais eétat”, dit-il.

Sherbrooke, 4. (D.N.C.)—“Je de-
mande une enquéte par le gouver-
nement et non.par la Curtiss-Reid,
fune enquéte compléte et impartiale
a la lumiére de ce qui s’est passé a
‘Dorval, a Shannon, 3 Paris, 4 Rome
et ailleurs, partout oil 'avion “Péle-
rin Canadian” a circulé, Nous ne

1pouvons permetire que l'on tue nosj

gens de cette facon et que les cou-
ipables s'échappent. Evidemment, les
desseins de Dieu sont 13, mais quand
Jun homme est assassing, les desseins
de Dieu sont 1a aussi; ce qui n’em-
péche pas de chercher l'auteur du
cxime”,

. C’est par cette déclaration sensa-
tionnelle que Mgr Ira Bourassa,
P.D., curé a Ste-Praxéde de Bromp-
jtonville, terminait hier soir une con-
férence de trois heures, au cours
de laquelle il a porté des accusations
directes contre la Curtiss-Reid dont
{'avion “Pélerin Canadien” s'est
écrasé sur les flancs de 1'Obiou le
13 novembre derniér, causant ‘la
ymort d'uné soixantaine de personnes
yparties de Rome pour revenir en
‘Canada.

Aucun bhiime au personnel de
Ifavion

Mgr Bourassa a tenu, & plusieurs

reprises, a exonérer de tout blame
le personnel de l'avion dans cette
tragédie et il a déclaré qu’il se taira
lorsque cette affaire sera éclaircie
et classée.

La grande salle paroissiale de
Ste-Praxéde, sous [I'église, était
remplie & craquer et une foule de
personnes étaient venues de Sher-
brooke et des paroisses environnan-
tes pour entendre le récit de Mgr
Bourassa. Parlant pendant prés de
frois heures, Mgr Bourassa a consa-
cré le début de sa conférence a la
tragédie de I'Obiou, puis, durant
toute la deuxiéme partie, il a pro-
duit devant ses auditeurs des
coupures de journaux italiens,
frangais, anglais, canadiens pour
appuyer les déclarations qu’il avait
faites le 23 novembre et qu’on luil
a reproché, en certains milieux,
d'avoir faites. Il a aussi lu quel-
ques-unes des lettres qu’il avait
regues de pélerins gui avaient
voyagé a bord du “Pelerin Cana-
dien” et qui le félicitaient d’avoir
parlé. ) , .

) Mgr Bourassa a raconté avolr re-

&u un téluéphone d’un directeur de|

Curtiss-Reid. Ce directeur lui di-
sait avoir compris que Mgr Bou-
rassa devait faire une rétractation,
“I1 avait compris que je devais ré-
iracter ce que javais dit a8 M.
O'Neil, de la “Tribune”. Je lui ai

|dit que je n’avais rien & rétracter,

que j’en dirais davantage et que je
ne faisaiy que commencer a parler”.

'La livre de bord
Mgr Bourassa a eu recours a des

coupures de journaux italiens et

francais pour appuyer sa théorie de
la cause de Paccident, et il a repro-
ché a la compagnie Curtiss-Reid de
persister 4 vouloir dire,que le li-
vre du bord n’a jamais été retrouvé

et qu'on ne le retrouvera qu'au
printemps, si on le retrouve.

Le prélat a -giéclaré que les faits
connus, et aussi le bon sens, nous

.commandent de croire que, lors de

cette tragédie, Yavion était trop
chargé, quiil était en mauvaise con-
dition; que pour ces deux raisons,
il n'a pu prendre de laltitude et
éviter le sentier d’une tempéie de
vent qui I’a poussé contre le pic de

1'Obiou.. I a encore raconté que,}

d’aprés un journaliste italien, Bru-
no Romani, la page du livre de bord
notant- le- défaut de moteur portait
les mots “Curtiss-Reid Flying”.

~ Curtiss-Reid ment,
prétend Mgr Bourassa

‘11 a déclaré que ‘Curtiss-Reid
ment effrontément quand elle pré-

tend n’avoir jamais eu d’accident)

depuis 1928 & venir jusqu’a la tra-
gzédie de 1’Obiou; i1 raconte que,

d’aprés une lettre dont il a donnéy

lecture, les aviateurs Cannon et Li-
zotte, dont on a trouvé les corps
deux ans aprés leur disparition
dans le nord, sont morts parce que
la compagnie les avait forcés a
prendre une direction ou Cannon et
Lizotle appréhendaient une tempé-
‘te. “La compagnie n’a jamais voulu
faire poursuivre les recherches
dans la direction gu’elle avait forcé
les aviateurs de prendre, mais, au

bout de deux ans, c’est 1a qu'on af

retrouvé leurs corps”.

On lira plus bas de larges extraits
de la conférence de Mgr Bourassa
en ce qui concerne la tragédie de
'Obiou. Mme J.-A. Ouellette, épou-
se du maire, a présenté Mgr Bou-
rassa qui a distribué ,a la fin de
la soirée, des souvenirs de Rome.

Complications au départ de Dorval
“Nous avions été convoqués 2

Vaéroport de Dorval pour midi le}

30 octobre, mais nous ne devions

‘partir qu’a 2 h. Nous avoz:: attendu

longtemps, jusqu’au moment ol

l'on est venu nous apprendre quel
nous ne partirions qu'a 6 h. duj
soir, que tout était prét, mais qu’ilf

fallait faire quelques petites répa-
rations.

. .“Finslement nous sommes momn-

fans Y'avien et nous avons ef-

3 un décollage en chantant des

eligieux, Nous avions survold

1 direetion dz Sherbrooke et

iony prosoue attaint Bromr.

——
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onvilie  Iofsque je m'apercus que
-{nous rebroussions chemin. A un
moment donné, le chef-pilote am-
nonga que nous retournions a Dor-
val. Tres peu de pélerins compri-
rent ce qui se passait, Pe’rsomm'x,-:l-‘
lement, avec lexpérience que j'a-
vais de plusieurs voyages en avion,
ma curiosité était un peu piquée.
J'avais été un peu surpris en_mon-
tant dans l'avion d’en remarquer [
lintérieur. Je me rendis comptbe
que nous faisions le voyage dans
un avion qui avait transporté du
matériel de guerre et qu'on avait
transformé pour les fins de ces
pélerinages Mondréal - Rome. Des‘i
lanndnee du retour a Dorval, je
remarquai que l'une des hélices
était arrétée; ce qui voulait dire
que trois moteurs sur quatre fonc-
tionnaient. Bt nous étions 61 passa-
gers .a bord, 68 avec les membres’
de 'dquipage, sans compter le poids
du bagage. A noler ici que pour le
refour, le gouvernement canadien
avait autorisé notre transport par
avion de la T.W.A. & la condition
que Tavion ne prenne.pas plus de
47 passagers; nous avons .dii en
laisser trois & Rome.

Or, au retour & Dorval, nous
volions trés bas et je me demande
si nous aurions pu éviter les mon-
tagnes s'il y en avait eu sur notre
route, Au retour & Dorval, on nous
invita ‘A nous retirer dans les ta-
sernes de l'aéroport qui servent|
d’hotellerie et on nous dit que Tonj
viendrait nous avertir une heure}
avant lé départ.”, i

! Réparations_duraht la nuit

“Vers 11 h, le soir, nous -étions
encore dans les casernes et j'étais
curieux de savoir ce qui se passait
aux hangars., Je me rendis sur les
lieux et on insistait pour que je|
nwarrive pas jusqu’a I'ayvion. J'expli-|
quai que mon breviaire était dans
mon sac et que je voulais le lire.
Finalement, je réussis 3 me rendre
a l'avion et méme & y monter pen-
dant que Pon procédait aux répa-
jratoins. Et ie puis vous dire que
lorsque la Curtiss-Reid déclare que
lavion est revenu a Montréal pour
permetire de poser un moteur neuf
sur l'appareil, elle ment. Jai vu
travailler les ouvriers, j'ai vu les
morceaux qu’ils remettaient ensem-
ble et je puis vous dire que ce n'était
pas des morceaux neufs.

Nouveau retard au départ
" de Ciampino

Mgr Bourassa explique que le
groupe qui devait prendre un
avion a Ciampino le 13, devait, ori-
ginairement, retourner par bateau,
comme jl était convenu. “Seule-
ment, comme la plupart avaient
manifesté le désir de prendre l'a-
vion pour revenir au Canada plus
vite, Curtiss-Reid offrit de les ra-
mener. Ils devaient partir 4 8 h.
du matin, mais comme ils voulaient
assister a l'audience générale, ils
remirent le départ 4 2 h. de I'aprés-
midi. L'avion devait étre prét a
partir & 2 h,, mais il eut deux heu-
res de retard. Et quand la compa-

de l'avion a été retardé i cause
des pélerins, elle ment. Les péle-
rins étaient tous a l'aéroport de
Ciampino a 2 h. et c'est parce que
Pavion de Curtiss-Reid n'était pas
prét a partir 3 2 h. que Mgr Alder-
ville Bureau a jugé qu'il avait le
temps d’envoyer chercher ses ba-
gages au College Canadien et mon-

——

gnie Curtiss-Reid dit que le départl

-Reid Flying”. Un autre journal ra-

‘objets personnels et “Une page du

faut en croire les journaux d'Italie,
c’est encore un trouble de moteur
¢ |qui_empecha T'avion de partir a 2
h. La tragédie de I'Obiou n’aurait
jamais da se produire et ces victi-
mes ont &é immolées inutilement.
“Les vrais coupables ne sont pas
ceux que ’on pense. I} faut qu'une
enquéte ait lieu sur cette saleté.
Ceux C{ui sont morts ne furent pas
les seules victimes de la compagnie.
Il y a tous ceux qui ont survécu et
qui vont parler, qui ont déja com-
mencé a parler aprés moi. J’ai des
documents, des lettres, des coupu-
res de journaux et je vais parler.

ter & bord de cet avion-la. Et s'il 4
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“Personne n'a été surpris a
la nouvelle du désastre”

,“Quand la tragédie s'est dérou-
lée, continue Mgr Bourassa, il était

h. du soir & Paris et 1 h. de Yaprés-
midi au Canada. Notre groupe n'a
appris la tragédié que le lendemain
matin; ici, & Sherbrooke, vous 'avez
apprise_le soir méme, done, avant
nous. Je n’ai pas besoin de souli-!
8gner que ce fut une consternation, !
non seulement dans les groupes de
pélerins, mais aussi au sein des po-
pulations de la-bas qui étaient trés.
émues et peinées. Tout le monde
était consterné, mais personne n’a
été surpris & la nouvelle du, désas-
tre. Tout ]le monde se rendait comp-
te que le “Pélerin Canadien” n’était
pas un avion normal, mais que ¢’é-
tait un appareil que 1'6n avait trans-
formé, aménagé pour faire de l'ar-
gent. Comme disait architecte
Louis Audet dans une “tribune-
libre”, c¢'était du “bourrage de cra-
ne”, ’
‘M. De Ginet n'a jamais voulu se
laiszer bourrer par cette compagnie
et ce n'est que parce que la compa-
gnie a réussi a lui jouer un_tour
«qu'il a paru étre identifié. avec cet-
‘te compagnie.
. “Nous sommes revenus a bord
‘d'un T'W A. et je puis vous dire
qu'en dépit des- sensations par les-
quelles nous avions passé, nous n’a-
vons pas eu peur une seule seconde
dans cet  appareil. Nous avons
survolé le mont Blanc et les Alpes
suisses et l'avion n’a pas craché et
n’a pas eu de misére”,

Ce que disent les journaux |taliens, N
: frangais et autres

i A ce sta’ de sa conférence, Mgr
'Bourrassa entreprend de faire la
lecture de journaux italiens, fran-
cais et autres sur les causes de la
tragédie. La plupart des nouvelles
sont en provenance de Grenoble ol
des journalistes italiens et francais
avaient été envoyés par leurs jour-
naux. Tous ces journaux racontent
qu'un moteur a cessé de fonctionner
et que le livre de bord a été trouvé.

“Pourquoi, poursuit Megr Bou-
rassa, la compagnie persiste-t-elle a
faire croire que ces journalistes ont
voulu inventer ces faits? Pourquoi
"persiste-t-elle a vouloir faire croire
qu'en pleine. nuit, dans les flancs

n'auraient trouvé rien de mieux que
d’'inventer une histoire sepsation-
nelle pour le plaisir de faire de la
sensation, et tout cela, dans le
décor macabre que l'on s'imagine,
si on ne l'a pas vu! Un journal dit
qu'une page du livre de bord a
été trouvé a 1,500 pieds du lieu de
désastre, que cette page porte la
signature du chef-pilote, que le vent
soufflait & 70 kilométres (45 ou 50
|milles & Ihéure) d’aprés ce message.
“J’ai ici un autre journal. La
nouvelle est encore en provenance
de Grenoble, Le journaliste, qui|
signe Bruno Romani, raconte que laf
course normale de l'avion était la
Corse, Marseille et la vallée du
Rhoéne, que I'avion était parti en
retard a cause d'un “dégat” i un
moteur et qu'une patrouille de se-
cours a decouvert i 3,600 pieds
d’altitude, une page de livre de
bord qui portait le nom de “Curtiss.

conte que I'on a trouvé, éparpillés,
des lettres, des cartes postales, des

dvre de bord tachée d'huile”; qu'il!

[faisait un vent de 40 3 50 milles

& I'heure et que l'avion a été poussé

‘par le vent,
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Quesctions 3 laA Curtiss-Reid

“La “Presse”, de Montréal, a
publié une nouvelle aoparemment
donnée la-bas par M. Vanier, dans
laquelle il e$t dit que 1'on a trouvé
une page de journal ou l'on raconte
que le temps était affreux; une
autre page de journal dit que le
tem.ps'etmt affreux. Le méme jour-
nal dif, dans con édition du 24
novembre, que la Curtiss-Reid
affirme que le livre de bord n’a pas
été trouvé et elle doute qu'on le
trouve un jour; dans la méme
nouvelle, la  Curtizs-Reid dit que
les quatre moteurs fonctionnaient
normalement. Dans une autire nou-
velle, la Curtiss-Reid déclare que
le livre de bord n’a.pas éié trouvé
et quon ne le trouvera pas avant
le printemps. Qu'est-ce qui lui dif
¢a, & la compagnie, qu’il ne sera pas
trouvé avant le printemps? Et
qu'est-ce qui lui dit gue les quatre
moteurs fonctionnaient quand des
documents trouvés dans les débris
dizent qu'un moteur ne fonction-
nait pas. Dans un autre communi-
‘qué, la compagnie précise que le
livre de bord est tombé dans une
crevasse, au milieu de la boue et
de la neige. Qui est-ce qui a vu le
livre de bord dans le fond d’une
crevasse, au milieu de la boue et,
de la neige? ¢

Mgr Bourassa cite ensuite plu-
sieurs dépéches dans les journaux
canadiens ou autres, notamment
le “Presse, le “Devoir”, I'“Action
iCatholique”, la “Tribune”, des}
nouvelles fournies par la presse
angiaise ou la Presse Canadienne
i{dans lesquelles la compagnie per-
siste a dire que le livre de bord|
n’a pas €té trouvé.

“Evidemment, Ja compagnhie espére

bien que le iivre de bord ne sera
jamais trouvé”, dit Mgr Bourassa.
Mgr Roy a bien déclaré a Rome
que, dans son opinion, l'avion s%-
tait égaré de sa voie et qu'il avail}
subi un retard au départ; ce qui
se produit fréquemment. Mais ce
n'est quavec la Curtiss-Reid que
ces retards étaient fréquents”.

Accident en 1929

. “Au cours de mon voyage. al
déclaré Mgr Bourassa, j’al 6té mélé|
A cing groupes de peélerins et, de-|
puis ma déclaration & M. O’Ne-gl,
j’ai recu des lettres oll on me dit
“yous avez bien fait de parier”.
Tous ces gens-13, ce sont des gens
qui ont voyagé a bord du Curtiss-
Reid. Un pélerin de S.-Samuel de
Frontenac me dit que son groupe a
failli périr et que l'avion portait
71 personnes. La compagnie se
vante d’avoir effectué des voyages
a forfait depuis 1929 et d’avoir
transporté 2,000 pélerins a Rome
sans accident auparavant.’
" “J'ai une lettre ici d'un résidant
de St-Félicien, comté du Lac St-|f
Jean, qui m’écrit qu'en 1929, deux
aviateurs de cette région avaient re-
cu instruction de partir pour une
certaine destination en avion. Ils
ne voulaient pas partir. La compa~
gnie les-a forcés a partir. Il s'agis-
> 8 e £

sait d'un nommé Catnon et d'un
nomm¢é Lizotte. Les deux ont dis-;
paru. La compagnie n'a jamais vou-|
1u poursuivre les recherches dans la
direction gqu'elle avait forcé les
‘aviateurs ge prendre; elle faisait
ichercher ailleurs. Mais, au bout de
deux ans, on a retrouvé les deux
corps dans la direction qu'ils ne
,voulaient pas prendre a cause du
mauvais temps et qu’ils avaient pri-
se finalement aprés y avoir été for-
cés par la compagnie. La compagnie
Curtiss-Reid ment quand elle dit
avoir exploité son service sans ac-
cident depuis 1928 a venir jusqu’'a la
tragédie de 1'Obiou.

Autres déclarations

Mgr Bourassa parlé encore des
.déclarations faites a ‘Québec par
llabbé Noél Blanchet et M. C.-E.°
"Pelletier, incri inant la compagnie,!
et auxquelles cclle-ci a répondu en
disant que le retard avait été causé
par un piston défectueux. “Pauvre
piston, on devait l'aimer, car on l'a

=

flatté pendant douze heures & Mont-

iréal”,
Mgr Bourassa a déclaré que le
voyage du 13 ne devait pas s= faire.

Curtiss-Reid a insisté pour avoir les|

pélerins qui songeaient a revenlr
par avion zu lieu de prendre le ba-
teau. Il raconte ensuite tous les en-
nuis que son groupe a connus de
l'autre cOté, aprés la tragédie, alors
qu'il n’y avait plus moyen de ren-
contrer les officiers ou les représen-
tants de Curtiss-Reid “qui se sau-
vaient de nous”. “Elle ne s’est pas
:occupée de nous; c’était comme si
,nous m’avions jamais eu de billet de
‘retour avec elle, - :

“C'était une- compagnie a avion
unique. Aprés la tragédie, elle ne
nous a pas dit de ne ‘pas nous in-
quiéter; elle ne nous a pas fait sa-
voir gu’elle soccuperait de nous
ramener; elle ne nous a pas donné

un seul cent pour nous aider a nousj

Javiateurs- ont 'risqué. leur vie, et

‘livre de bord- est introuvable et

- - Document Elsc7ose5 unaer t”e ZCCE‘SS !O 7n;ormaflon ZC! l
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“La compagnie n'a rien fait
pour nous”

,“M. Dollard Morin, arrivé 3 Mont-
réal ces jours-ci, a raconté depuis
que la compagnie leur avait rendu
‘tous les services possibles, mais ca,
c'est depuis I'entrevue que j’ai don-

née le 24 novembre. Je ne crainsi

Jpas de dire que la compagnie n'a
rlen fait pour nous et que si nous

‘sommes revenus sains et saufs au

pays, cé ri'est pas & Curtiss-Reid que
nous le devons. Sur 'appareil qui
nous a ramensgs, nous avons eu un
excellent service et on nous a servi
4 manger cing fois en neuf heures:
sur le Curtiss-Reid, nous avons
mangé deux sandwichs et une tasse
de café en. douze heures.

) Eloge de Péquipage
_ “Je tiens a dire que Iéquipage a
lété fidele & sa parole et a son de-
voir; .je le crois ef.j'en suis con-

vaincu; on laccuse faussement|

quand on dit qu’il a changé sa route
pbour la raccourcir; si le vent l'a
poussé en déhors du sentier, c’est
parce que l'avion étdit défectueux,
c’est parce qu'il avait été mal pré-
paré; les aviateurs du “Pélerin Ca-
nadien” n’avaient aucun intérét 3
seulement les .vies des passagers a
protéger, mais ils' avaient la leur
aussi. Ils sont morts, ils ne peuvent
pas se défendre et c’est mal de les
accuser, La seile explication a cet
accident, c'est celle dont on a déja
par}é; l'avion était trop chargé, les
{moteurs ne donnaient pas tout leur
renderment et le vent 1'a envoyé dans
le sentier de la tempéte comme il
ne Eguvaat.prendre d’altitude.

. “Les -aviateuts “ont .essayé de
prendre de l'altitude, et la preuve
c’est- que l'avion a- frappé 'a une
faible distance duy pic de la mon-
tagne. Je défie qui que ce soit
d’apporter une théorie -meilleure
que -celle-13, quand on se place 2
la Jumiére des faits connus, quand
on est convaincu aussi que ces

quand on voit la persistance de la
compagnie a vouloir dire que le

abréger la course; ils avaient nonf

quil ne sera peut-étre jamais
trouvé, du moins pas avant le prin-’
tgmps. Avec d’autres, je demande

Esammnd gt e

justice et je ne me tairai que lorse
que, toute cette affaire sera éclaire:
cie et classée.”

débrouiller”.

' Une enquéte réclamée

“Je demande une enquéte, unol
enquéte par le gouvernement et
non par la_Curtiss-Reid, une en-
‘quéte compléte et impartiale, 4'la
lumiére de ce qui sest passe a
Dorval, & Shannon, & Paris,
a2 Rome et ailleurs, 'partout ou
VYavion a circulé, Nous *ne pou-
vous permettre que l'on tue
nos gens de cette facon et que
les coupables s'é¢chappent. Evi-
demment, les desseins de Dieu sont
13, mais quand un homme est as-
sassiné, les desseins de Dieu sont.
1a aussi; ce qui n’empéche pas de
chercher l'auteur du crime.*® - '

“Je tiens & répéter que les avia-
teurs étaient des aviateurs dompé-
tents et ils devaient avoir le sens i
de leurs responsabilités, car on ne
les voyait pas sourire souvent; ces
hommes-1a2 ont fait leur possible et
laltitude a laquelle ils avaient
réussi a faire parvenir leur appa-
rei} le prouve.” : '

—
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" Le Soleil " Quebsec Que., 4 decembre 1950. %

&4

Le' drame de I’Ol;iou
\gr Bourassa demande
une enquéte impartiale

Le curé de Bromptonville demande au gou-
vernement d’ir}tervenir et de faire enquéte sur
les causes de la terrible tragédie — Des re-
proches a la Curtiss Reid.

Sherbrooke 4. (DNC) “Je de- que je devait rétr oo
mande une enquéte, une -enquéte git a‘i 131 Vé{;]e?lmsgt?: c;‘r?gﬁnjeav?: -
gart!e g%uyemement et non par lajlui ai dit que je n'avais rien & xé-

e alas Thquéie complé- tracter, que jen dirais bien davan-

Qut sest passt N Dox:val, e;f Sd{je;gf}page gt. gue je xj,e faisais que com- |

nong. & Paris, 4 Rome, et ailleurs onoer & parler”, )

partout od Pavion “Pelerin Oana- Mgr Bourassa a eu recours & des

dien” a circulé. Nous ne pouvonsdécoupures de journaux italiens el

‘333 permetire que l'on tue nos gensfrancais pour appuyer sa théorie de

ble cette facon ‘et que les coupa-ja cause de l'accident, et il a re-
es s'échappent. Evidemment, lesproché 4 Curtiss Reid de persister &

desseins de Dieu sont 14 mals quandygyleir dire que le livre de bord n'a

oin hgm%? est atss?‘ssiné, les des-jamais été retrouvé, et quon le re-

s de Dleu sont 14 aussi, ce qui 1 e ‘ ; e-
n'empéche par de chercher l’a‘uteurE’:gﬁ‘vlgrfl au printemps, si on le r
du crime”. N .

C'est par cette déclaration sen-% Le prélat a déclaré que les faits
sationnelle que Mgr Ira Bourassa.Connus et aussi le bons sens, nous
P.D. curé 3 Ste-Praxéde de Bromp-commandent de croire que lors de
tonville, terminait, hier soir, unefcette tragédie, l'avion -était trop
{conférence de prés de trois heu-chargé, quil était en mauvaise con-
res, au cours de laquelle il a porté[dition, gue pour ces deux. raisons,
des accusations conire la “Curtissi’\l n'a pu prendre de laltitude et
Reid” dont Yavion “Pelerin Cana- éviter le seatier d’'une tempéte de
dien” s'est écrasé sur les flancs|vent qui I'a poussé contre le pic de
de 1'Obiou le 13 novembre dernierl'Obiou, Il s encore raconté que,
causant la mort d'une soixantaineg'aprés un journaliste italien, Bruno i
de personnes parties de Rome pour Romani, la page du livre de boﬂ
revenir au Canada. Mgr Bouras.s'a‘-‘r 1‘£ ot un défaut de moteur, POT- |
s'est mcm,tre ‘encore plus agressif te"‘tl ?, ks Gurtiss Reid Fl’ying".
quil ne lavait fait dans.une en-|talt l&s IO U iateurs
trevue quil donnait a un journa-|W & fait ;allusion aux AVIaleUrs .
liste de “ " 3 P E9T Sannon et Lizotte, dont on a trouve

e “La Tribune” dans la jour- " 5 leur dispa- |
née du’ 23 novembre dezrnier o, 11 a|leS COrPs deux ans spres eur dispa- | ‘
annoncé sy début de sa causerie|fition dans le nord, au cours d'une
qu'il en dirait encore bien plus cue tempéte.
dans cet entretien, Il a tenu & plu-¥y~° ~
sieurs reprises, & exénorer de touf
biame le personnel de l'avion dans
cette tragédie et il a déclaré quil
se taiera que lorsque cette affaire
sera éclaircie et classée,

La trés grande salle paroissiale ‘de
Ste-Praxéde, sous 1'église, était rem-
plie & craguer. Mgr Bourassa a
consacré le début de sa conférence
. ]a tragédie de I’Obiou, puis, toute
la deuxiéme partie, il a produit de-
vant ses auditeurs des découpures
de journaux italiens, francais, an-
glais, canadiens, pour appuyer ses
'déclarations faites le 23 novembre
et quon lui a reproché, en certains
milieux, d’avoir faites, et il a lu
quelques-umes des lettres recues de
pélerins qui avaient voyage & bord |
du “Pélerin Canadien” et qui le fé-
licitaient d'avoir parlé. Mgr Bou-
rassa a raconté avoir recu un télé-
iphone” d'un directeur de Curtiss
{Reid. Ce directeur lui disait avoir
lcompris de I'Archevéque de Mont-
Iréal, que Mgr Bourassa devait faire
une rétractation. “Il avait compris
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1o ¢ décenbre 1950

Cher monsieur lalireix,

Comme suite & ma lettre du 24 novenbre
1950, en réponse a votre dersnde au sujet de l'secel-
dort gui s'eet produit & Uont Gbiou dans les Alpes
frangaises, je dois vous dire gue la curtiss-leid
Plying cervice était diment sutorisde par licence de
la Conmission des transporie adrfens et per uwn certi-
ficat de mom minfetére dé'exploiter um survice de vol
intornational par frétement. lous avons appris de la
commission des transports adériens gue lorsqu'elle re-
nouvela sa licence d'expleitation en mal de cette
anndée, las compignie a satisfsit la conninaloa cue
les exigences d'assurances d4e¢ la Commission, 5 savoir:
responsabilité vis-aevis les passacers de {20,000 par
sidge, étalit maintenus.

tm Féponse 5 voire deuxidme cuestion, je
dois wous dire gue l'iu-pocznur Fournier vient de
rentrer de Prence ot mupgsitdt cue nous suromns su l'occa~
sien d*dtudier son ranport, uue dsnnrauon sera fTaite
au sujet de cet -tsai-nt.

Bien sincérement & vous,

UONEL GHEVR-

Eonsieur "il1frid Lacroix, députs
132, rue raint-rierre

quelbee, F.l.
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"FOR TRANSLATTON" S

FILES: 5002—257/
5258=333
5260-970

Ottawa,
December 4, 1950,

P

Dear Mr. LaCroix:

Further to my letter of November 24, 1950, in
reply to your enquiry concerning the accident which occurred
at Mount Obiou in the French Alps, you are advised that the
Curtiss=Reid Flying Service was properly licensed by the Air
Transport Board and certificated by this Department to operate
an international flying charter service. It has been
ascertained from the Air Transport Board that, when renewing
their operating licence in May of this year, the Company
satisfied the Board that the insurance requirement of the
Board, namely, passenger liability of $20,000.00 per seat,
was belng maintained,

In reply to your second question, you are
advised that Inspector Fournier has just returned from
France and as soon as there has been an opportunity to
study his report, a statement will be issued concerning
this accident,

Yours faithfully,

Minister of Transport.

Wilfrid LaCroix, Esg., M.P.,
132 St. Pierre Street, N
Quebec, P. Q. ﬁ.”’ ky‘3 

CTT/VMA

(&
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I

File /?‘0 /0,. 0'.2*’ f:s_;_ ‘]!
December 4th, 1950.

Dear Sirs:

I am in yeceipt of your letter dated
November 28th concerning the crash of the "Canedisn Pil-
grin®™ aircraft in France recently.

It is the custom of the Department of
Transport to issue e summary of the findings of Boards
of Imguiry into the cauge of aircraft sccidents which
occur in Censda. The accident to the "Canadian Pilgrin®,
heving ocBurred in Frence, is being investigated by the
French Aeroneutical authorities and it is expected that
their findings will be communicated to the Cenedian
Government .

On receipt of this informetion & public
gtatement will be issued.

Yours faithfully,

(Liogel Chevrier),
Minister of Transport.

lessrs. Hyde and Ahern,
Advocates,

112 St. Jemes Street West,
MONTREAL 1, P.Q.

ng (@¢ \f‘\'@/
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT o ?/ 2

INTRA-DEPARTMENTAL CORRESPONDENCE 2-50

YOl.JR.FILE‘. SUBJECT . OUR FILE
Crash of the "Canadian Pilgrim" 5002-257
(CAR)
<BlSu

MEMORANDUM TO C- ACR.-

1.

With reference to the letter from

Messrs. Hyde and Ahern, Advocates, to the Minister,
attached hereto is draft of the suggested reply, as
requested by the Honoursble Mr. Chevrier.

(D.D. Murphy),
Inspector, Air Regulations.




1§ Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act
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X fﬁkAFT | DRAFT‘Zéj
T File: 5002 - 257

OTTAWA, Ontario,
December lst, 1950.

Dear Sirs:

I am in receipt of your letter dated Novepber 28th
concerning the crash of the "Canadian Pilgrim" eircraft in France v
recently.

It is the custom qf the Department of Transport to
issue a summary of the findings of Boards of Inguiry into the
cause of eircraft accidents which occur in Caneda. The accident
to the ZCanaedian Pilgrim", having occurred in France, is being
investigated by the French Aeronsutical suthoritities amd it is
expected thet their findings will be communicated to the Cenadian
Government.

On receipt of this information a public statement
will be issued.

Yours faithfully,

Messrs. Hyde and Ahern,
Advocates, -
112 St. James Street West,
MONTREAL 1, P.Q.
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MEMORANDUM

Office of the Minister of Transport %
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT

INTRA-DEPARTMENTAL CORRESPONDENCE

2-50

..Ottawa, Ontario, November 30, 1950..

PLACE DATE

YOUR FILE ) SUBJECT
Accident Involving Curtiss-Reid Flying Service 5002=257 [// CAR)
' ‘ Rome to Montreal Flight. %
36581

MEMORANDUM TO: THE MINISTER'S SECRETARY.

1. With reference to the communication from
Mr. Wilfrid LaCroix, M.P., this is to advise that the
Curtiss-Reid Flying Service was properly licensed by

the Air Transport Board and certificated by this
Department. to operate an international flying charter
service, It has been ascertained, from the Air Transport
Board, that, when renewing their operating licence in May
of this year, the Company satisfied the Board that the
insurance requirement of the Board, namely, passenger
liability of $20,000.00 per seat, was being maintained.

c ¢ A
4/””’/7 111VY
D?C | é m’g you are advised that Inspector Fournier has not yet

2. In reply to Mr. LaCroix's second question,

yr@F . ‘5} returned from France and that, on his return, his report
M ! ot will be submitted for the Minister!'s consideration and

lﬂ P /5 ' for decision regarding its release in whole or in part,

L m/me A9 5@;? |
€ na'ly b, _
Weoh ’ﬂased art ff a’f1 %
u/hl T b ¢ (C. T. Travers),
| P We ‘,'W,‘ Superintendent, Air Regulations,

CTT/VMA

]

w GW ’/“'/50
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~..HYDE & AHERN \___//
T ADVOCATES :

CABLE ADDRESS: LEGALITY MONTREAL”
WESTERN UNION CODE

R.G.LEFRANCOIS PAUL A.QUIMET 1Hz2 sT.JAMES STREET WEST,
JEAN J.GADBOIS MONTREAL,I; NOVMber 28th 1950.
A """13
, TRANG: kot * ffam&q
The Honourable 26745 o
The Minister of Transport, - NOV %9 195C
Ottawa, CANADA. - .
o DGO -2 A
| File +

Dear Sirs:-

A client of ours, Mrs. Maroulis, lost her
husband in the e¢rash of the aeroplane "Canadian Pilgrim"
in Frsnce recently.

We understand thet your Department has sent
representatives to hold an investlgation in France as to
the cause of the accident. —

If and when a report is mede will you kindly
let us know if it will be available to the 1nterested
parties.

Yours very truly,

|~,\7 : 000198
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" © L'ACTION CATHOLIQUE " 24 NOVEMBRE 1950,

P

—

ARl [T

La tragédie du mont Obiou

Une déclaration de

Mgr Ira

Bourassa

Dans une entrevue exclusive accordée a un journaliste

de “La Tribune” de Sherbrooke, Mgr Ira Bourassa, curé de
Bromptonville, qui arrive d’'un voyage de quelques semaines

gédie du Mont Obiou.

Mgr Ira Bourassa, P.D., curé a
Ste-Praxéde de Bromptonville,
de retour.de Rome ou il a effec-
tué un voyage sensationnel dans
Yatmosphére du tragique accident
des alpes francaises a donné
hier aprés-midi, un entretien non
moins sensationnel en marge de
cette tragédie, dans lequel il dé-
clare entre autres choses que les
passagers du “Canadian Pilgrim”
ont perdu la vie sur I’'Obiou par-
ce que l'avion était en mauvaise
condition, qu’il était trop chargé
‘et que l'un des moteurs ne fonc-
tionnait pas..

Mgr Bourassa a révélé aufcur
de ce désastre un fait jusqu’ici
ignoré de ce coté-ci de I’Atlanti-
que, 3 l'effet que le livre de bord
du “Canadian Pilgrim” a été trou-
vé intact dans les flancs neigeux
de 1’Obiou et que sur une page ta-
chée d’huile, on a déchiffré un
message duy pilote qui se lisait
come 'suit: “un moteur a cessé de
fonctionner”.

‘1 Mgr Bourassa est revenu apres
voir ~ffectué le voyage du re-
four a bord d’'un autre appareil.

Dés le départ de I'avion de

en Europe, a fait la déclaration qu’on lire plus bas sur la tra-

Montréal, le soir du 30 octobre &
six heures, il y avait déji quel-
que chose d’anormal qui se pas-
sait, a déclaré au début de son ré-
cit Mgr Bourassa, qui ajoute qu'en
quittant Dorval, l’avion prit la
voie ordinaire vers St-Hubert, St-
Frangois-Xavier de Brompton,
Sherbrooke, Mégantic et Monec~
ton. “Mais avant méme d’attein=
dre St-Francois dont nous aper=
cevions Ies lumi€res, l'avion re=-
broussa chemin pour nous rame- #
ner i Dorval oil nous avong passé
1a nuit 3 I'hétel de l'aéroport. 11
fallut douze heures pour réparer
la panne de moteur et nous som=
mes repartis le lendemain matin
3 six heures. Une premiére escale
nous descendait 3 Grander, Ter-
re-Neuve vers dix heures du ma=~
tin le 31 et 3 la fin de la nuit sui-
vante, la machine nous descen=

dait 3 l’aéroport de Shannan, Ir- )

lande, aprés avoir fait le saut de
1'Océan”,

A Shannan, bon nombre dIr-
landais, 'inquiétés par le retard
de l'avion, recurent les pélerins
avec une joie non dissimulée et

(suite & la page 21)

)

¥ rd []
ne déclaration de . . .
(dutte ue it lele poge)

gr Bourassa dit qu’il conservera
omme l'un des beaux souvenirs
I'de son voyag., la gentiless. Qe
ces Irlandais catholiques qui mi-
rent tout em oeuvre pour égayer
les voyageurs et leur faire ou-
bler que le retard du “Canadian
Pilgrim” leur faisait manquer les
grandioses céremonies de ia p.o-
clamation -du dogme de I’Assomp-
tion 3 Rome. Mgr Bourassa célé-
bra la messe dans la chapelle de
T'aéroport et communia tous ses
confréres du sacerdocé et la plu-
part des peélerins. C’était le ma-
tin de la Toussaint et il netait
plus question de songer i “faire”
.cine o i‘on ne s2rait arrivé que

ers le soir, et donc, les cérémo-

ies finies. Et c’est 13, 3 Shan-
an, que les pélering décidérent

e changer leur itinéraire et d’en-
treprendre Paris, Lourdes, la Co6~
te d’Azur et Nice avant d’arriver
4 Rome, ce qu'ils se proposaient
de faire au retour de la Ville E-
terneelle ou ils devaient assister
4 la proclamation du dogme de
I’Assomption, mais non 3 la bhéa-
tification de Marguerite Bour-
geoys.

.Les pélerins se dirigérent done
vers Paris ou ils arrivaient un
peu aprés midi  le jour de 1la
Toussaint. A Paris méme, ils fu-
rent I'objet d’une belle réception
dpns la salle du conseil nunici-
phl ou un conseiller de la ville
leur souhaita la bienvenue, en
'1 o‘s charmants auxquels répon-

t Mgr Bourassa, Ils ‘visit€rent

aussi 'h6tel de ville et demeuré-
rent dans la ville une couple d
jours. Le mardi, le groupe se renj
dait 3 Lourdes, “un peu désert
cette époque-ci de I'année, ce qui
nous a permis de visiter ot de cir-
culer plus i notre aise au sanc-
tuaire et sur les abords, nous dit
Mgr Bourassa, qui ajoute que ce-
péndant il y avait sur les lieux,
un imposant groupe de .pélerins
de la Nouvelle-Angleterre.

De Paris, les pélerins se rendi-
rent sur la Céte d’Azur visit€rent
Nice et Monte Carlo. De Nice a
Rome, les pélerins firent le voya-

ge en chefin de fer, tandis que Mgr
Bourassa le faisait en avion pous!
faire-les préparatifs, du lendemairf’
de la cérémonie de la béatification'
de Marguerite Bourgeoys. Le len
demain, 13 novembre, le groupe s
trouvait réuni au 1200 Canadiens a:
qui le Souverain Pontife donnait
une audience générale spéciale,
cette méme audience 3 laquelle
assistérent les victimes de la tragé-
die. Immédiaterment aprés cette cé_
rémonie qui avait suivi celle de la
béatification, ceux qui montaient a
bord du “Canadian Pilgrim” re-
tournérent i leur héte! pour cher-
cher leur bagage et filer & 1’aéro--
port de Ciampino & huit milles
de Rome. Laissons maintenant la
parole 3 Mgr Bourassa:

“Les pélerins de notre groupe et
les peélerifs qui ont péri se parta-
geaient trois hotelleries, le “Nova
Roma”, le “Quirinal” et le “San
Remo”. Immédiatement aprés fe
déjeuner, le groupe partit pojr
'aéroport de Ciampino accemph-:
gné de Mgr Alderville Bureau, I’u-1

ne des victimes. Il est & remarquer:

-
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,’Vgpend-ant que Mgr Bureau ne de-

\,vait pas monter dans cet avion.

woudw n’est que rendu a laéroport
Giril décida de partir, car 13 enco-
re, un retard de deux heures lui
|permettait d’envoyer chercher ses|
bagages qui étaient au Collége/
Canadien et de partir avec le
groupe.

“Il était sept heures du soir en
France et une heure de 1’gprés-
midi quand la tragédie s’est pro-{
duite. Mais ce n’est que le lende-
main, le 14, que notre groupe ap-
prit la nouvelle. Nous étions ren-|
dus & Capri ol nous avions passé
la nuit. Cette randonnée du len-{
demain de l’audience générale au
Vatican, comportait pour nous un
arrét 3 Naples et un autre a Cor-
‘rente. 'Ce matin du 14, quelques
pélerins entrérent dans une bou- |
tigue de barbier aprés le déjeuner
et apercevant un journal italien,
1'ut: des pélerins, un prétre, qui at-
‘tendait son tour sur la chaise, prit
la feuille dans ses mains et dit a
ses compagnons en badinant:

—~- Voulez-vous que je vous lise
de l'italien? i

“Or le journal annongait en}
grosses manchettes de premiere
page la tragédie des Alpes. Le ba-|
Jbinage fut de courte durée. Tout!
le monde était figé de stupeur.
Nous venions de laisser et nous
avions causé avec elles la veille,
une dizaine des victimes. Des pé-
lerins se sont mis a genoux, I3,
dans la boutique de barbier et dans|
le vestibule de I'h6tel “Nova Ro-
ma”, Mais aprés cette premiére
commotion les conversations indi-|
quaient bien que personne n’était
surpris et chacun se rendait comp-|
te, pour en avoir fait un commen- |
cement d’expérience, que cet a-j;
vion devait avoir un accident tot
ou fard. v »

. “Mais pour des raisons gue nous |
ne connaissons pas, les pélerins qui |
rentrent de Rome en Amérique|
sont surpris d’apprendre que de
.ce coté-ci de Yocéan, on ignore la
'‘cause de laccident. Quelgqu’un a
‘eu intérét, c’est évident, &’ filtrer
linformation qui a traversé 1’A-
mérique. Les journaux francais et
italiens n'ont pas apporté de re-
tard 3 faire connaitre la cause de
Yacident: une autre panne de mo-
teur. .

“Dés le lendemain'de la tragé-
die, les premiers alpinisies a esca-
lader la montagne ont trouvé le
livre du bord de l’avion ;il était
intact, sauf qu’humecté par la
‘neige, sali et taché d’huile; les'
feuilles n’en étaient seulement pas
arrachées, et sur I'une des pages
le livre de bord disait: “Un moteur
a cessé de fonctionner”. Le journal
1411 Tempo” et le journal “I1 Mes-
sagero” d’Italie, de méme que le
“Figaro”, de Paris, ont raconté ce
détail trés important. L’ua des
-deux journaux italiens décrivai: la |
feuille du 'livre de bord et‘disait
dans quel état on lavaif recueil-
lie: Pagina Maculta oleo (la page!
portait des taches d'huile).

“Quant 3 nous, notre premier!|
-souci était de nous assurer le re-
tour. De retour & Rome d’o1 nous.
devions repartir, nous avons essayé,
en vain de rencontrer des officiers,
ide la compagnie, mais ce fut en‘

{

<

ivain, ils se sauvaient de nous, nous
"n’avons jamais pu les atteindre.
‘Au bureau méme de la compagnie,
4 Rome, le 19, nous avons vaine-
ment tenté de voir le gérant pour
savoir si nous partions ou si nous
ne partions pas. Au bureau, il n’y
avait méme pas de gérant et un
gargon de comptoir nous a déclaré
qu’il ne connaissait rien de cela.
Bien plus, Mlle Edith Chipin, qui
nous pilotait, n'a jamais pu rien
obtenir, . aucun renseignement|
d’aucune sorte, aprés plusieurs
tentatives de pelerins individuelle-
jment ou en delégation,

U

Nous nous sommes alors tourné
vers M. Désy, ambassadeur cana(-a
dien en Italie, qui nous a accueilli
chaleureusement et a sympathisé
avec not;‘e groupe. M. Désy nous
a déclaré qu'il n’était pas autorisé
& nous donner de l'argent dont
plusieurs avaient besoin pour pas-
ser deux autres jours, mais il nous
dit quwil ferait l'impossible pour
ob§en1r du gouvernement canadien
q1’1 un avion vienne nous chercher.
Clest ce qu'il a fait et les derniers
arrangements ont été faits entre la
Trans World Airline et le repré-
f,entant é‘ Ig’fl‘tintréal de Pagence de

oyages “Pelerinages e
de I’Amitié”, g ¢ Vovages

La version la plus répandue au
Canada, quant 3 la cause de I’acci-
dent, avons-nous dit, c'est que le
pilote du “Canadian Pilgrim” avait
voulu prendre un raccourci au-
dessus des Alpes francaises par
suite de ses deux heures de re-
tard au décollage de Rome ? :

L,e gouvernement canadien, nous
a répondu Mgr Bourassa, en don-
nant la permission d’envoyer un
avion nous chercher & Rome, n’a.
pas voulu autoriser plus que 47
pelerins 3 bord. Au départ de
Montréal, le soir du 30 octobre,
nous étions 68 & bord en comptant
1’¢qugpage. Et quand le “Canadian
Pllgrm” est revenu pour le voya-
ge tragique il portait 61 personnes.
Il est évident que l'avion n’était
pas en état de porter une telle
charge et il avait eu assez de pan-
nes et de difficultés depuis un cer-
tain temps, la compagnie aurait dd
y voir. 11 est faux, absolument
faux, que le pilote ait pris un
raccourci pour compenser j son re-
tard de deux heures 3 Rome, TCe
qui est arrivé, c’est qu'un moteur
a manqué et les trois autres n’é-
'taient pas assez puissants pour}
[supporter la charge. Quelyues
heures avant la‘*tragédie, il plen-

o

rv .
vait et il ventait trés fort & Rome,
‘et on peut s'imaginer ce que cela
pouvait étre dans les Alpes. Un
vent a soufflé 3 une force de cent
‘milles 3 I'heure dans les montagnes
ce soir-13, accompagné de neige, et
Pavion, impuissant 3 prendre de
(Laltitude & cause de sa charge, et
affaibli par l'inactivité d’un mo-
teur, n’a pas pu s’élever au-dessus
du sentier de la tempéte et il a été
poussé et emporté loin de son tra-
Jet jusqu’a ce qu’g frappe de flanc
{le mont Obiou. C’est 14 la version
des journaux italiens et francais et
Cest bien la conviction d’un grand
-nombre de pélerins qui reviennent
‘de Rome et qui étaient en Europe
quand s’est produit le désastre.
. Le pilote n’a pas été sans se
rendre compte, d’aprés ce que vous|
dites, du Hanger qu’il courait ?
. Le pilote était d’'une grande ha-
bileté et les pélering n’ont rien &
reprocher au personnel de ces a-
,vions qui était d'une grande pré-
wyenance, remplis d’attentions de
ous les instants pour leurs passa-
ogers, Mais la compagnie savail
‘qu'elle transportait ses pélering
‘dans une “barouche” depuis plu-
sieurs semaines. Ce n’était pas un
avion pour des passagers; c'était i
un avion qui avait ser#i au trans-
;port de matériel-de guerre aux A-
lcores pendant le dernier conflit ef
fon l'avait aménagé pour voyager
{les pélerins de I'Année Sainte, Dés
‘que j’y fus monté, & Dorval, le soir
Idu 30 octobre, j’ai eu tout de suite
‘T'impression que ce n’était pas un
.avion comme ceux que j’avais dé-
‘ja vus, dans lesquels j’avais monté,
‘Pendant le trajet Montréal-Saint-
Francois-Xavier, dvant que 1'avion
‘ne retourne & Dorval pour la pan-
ne de douze heures, j’avais remar-
qué que lune des hélices ne fonc-
tionnait pas, et le lendemain, au-
dessus de I’'Océan, j'ai remarqué
gue 'hélice d’un des moteurs fonc-
fionnait au ralenti. Quand une hé-
lice fonctionne bien, vous ne ‘l‘a
voyez pas. Or, a3 ce moment-ia,
il 'y avait déja un risque pour
nous de tomber dans 1'Océan...
Dans ce temps-la, vous savez, en-
tre la terre et l'eau, vous dites :
“Mon Dieu, nous sommes entre vos

“tourner au Canada plus rapide-

10r, la faute retombe sur la compa-

jofficier de la compagnie. La com-

Imais dans ses voitures. Et tout
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"Est-ce que votre groupe devait
revenir sur le “Canadian Pilgrim”?

;. Nous faisions un voyage de

jours, du 30 octobre au 13 nove -’.
bre, aller et retour, sur le “Ca-
nadian Pilgrim”. C’était 13 notre{
contrat initial. Toutefois, la com-
pagnie nous avait demandé si nous
,avions objections i refarder de
guelgues jours pour prendre des
lpélerins qui étaient allés en Euro-
\pe par bateau et qui voulaient re~-

ment. Les victimes formaient ce
groupe: ils étaient venus par ba-|
'teau avec Mgr Roy et repartaient
‘le 13 par 'avion détruit.

“Dans cette fragédie, poursuitl
Mgr Bourassa, la compagnie veut
rejeter le blame sur I'’équipage qui
ne peut pas se défendre: tous sont
morts avec les pélerins de Rome.

gnie qui avait laissé entre les
mains de ses employés, un avion
qui n’était pas en condition. A Ro-
me, nous n’avons pu voir aucun

pagnie Curtiss-Reid a fait deux
;sortes de victimes dans cette é-
;pouvantable chose: des morts et
des vivants. C’est une tragédie qui
n’aurait jamais dd se produire. Je
voyage dans des avions depuis
1936, je suis monté dang les avions
d’une huitaine de compagnies el je
n’ai jamais vu un avion aussi mal
\équipé que celui-la. Tous les pe-|
lerins que j'ai rencontrés et qui ont
\voyagé 2 bord de cet avion sont
mécontents et ne remontérent ja-|

ce que je vous dis, vous pouvez le
souligner et dire que c’est mol
qui vous lai dit”.

Mgr Bourassa a déclaré que plus}.
sieurs pélerins sont mal pris en
Europe et méme 3 Rome, par suite
‘de cette tragédie. C'est le cas de
deux prétres du diocése, nous dit-
il . les abbés Arthur Auber,
.curéMgg Sawyerville, et Roland

1ais, de St-Mathias.
lsB '?\Io’ug avons demandé a Mgr Bou-
, rassa §'il avait vu le St-Pére apres
{1a tragédie des Alpes. Il nous a re-
pondu qu'aprés I'accident, le S_ouve-
'rain Pontife a parlé deux fois aux
'Canadiens. Le groupe de Mgr Bou-
rassa assistait a la deuxién’_xe au-
i dience, le 19 dans Pavant-midi.* “Le
!Souverain Pontife nous a parlé
pendant au moins quinze minutes.
1] était trés ému et sa voix trem-
iplait. Tous les pelering l'entou-
{raient comme on s'approche d’urgl
bon pére. Il nous a parlé, a bén}
" nos objets de piété; des pélerins qui
,avaient laissé leur meére au pays,
‘lui demandait de la bénir. Quand
.on est si prés du Pape, on pleure,
‘mais on pleure de joie”.

! Mg Bourassa a terminé cet en-
tretien en disant qu’il avait accom-
pagné& & Rome, probablement l'un

| des gfoupes les plus intéressants dejy

pélerins; il n'a pas tari d’éloge sur
la fason dont ces hommes et ces
femmes, ces jeunes gens et ces
jeunes filles se sont comportés pen-
dant tout le voyage, il voudrait re-
vivre le bel esprit qui g'est manifes-
té du commencement & la fin, et
il nous dit que tous étajent visi-
blement émus & l'arrivée a Mont-
réal. Mais il souligne qu'un inci-,
dent du voyage n'est pas étrange &
"cette sympathie communicative re-
‘marquable dans le groupe.

A 1a deuxiéme visite & Rome,
alors que le groupe était désem-
paré au sujet du retour, M. Désy
TJeur dit quil n'était pas autorisé &
leur donner de l'argent pour les
accommoder aux derniers jours:

P
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du {royage. Ce que voyant, tous Tes;

membres de I'équipe s’aidérent mu-
tuellement pour la derniére étape
et ‘ces petits services rendus dans
.un moment d’affolement, n'ont pas
peu contribué a créer un échange
de sympathies touchantes. A la
descente de l'avion, Mgr Bourassa
a réuni tout le groupe et leur a
parlé; il leur a demandé de se

qui venait de finir.

Quant & lui personnellement, il
conserve aussi comme I'un des plus
| beaux souvenirs du voyage un cru«
cifix de mosaique qui porte en re-
lief sur argent l'effigie des quatre
grandes basiliques de Rome.

LA CURTISS-REID

Dans une déclaration faite & un]

journaliste de Montréal, un offi-
ciel de la Curtiss-Reid, a expliqué
qu'en fait l'avion “Pélerin Cana-
dien” n'avait été forcé derevenir

‘a sa base de Dorval aprés avoir|:
parcouru une certaine distance, le{

jour du départ, le 30 octobre. En
-cours de route, alors que Yaérobus
survolait les Cantons de PEst, le
capitaine constata qu'un des mo-
teurs ne fonctionnait pas a son
golit. Bien qu'il aurait pu faci-
‘lement atteindre Gander, & Terre-
Neuve, il décida de rebrousser che-
min immédiatement et de faire
{effectuer les réparations a4 Mont-
jréal. Un autre moteur fut mis en
place et V'avion put reprendre Vair
le lendemain,

* On.a de plus signalé qu’il arrive
‘trés fréquemment que des avions
soient forcés de rebrousser chemin

pour des troubles de moteurs, les|-

pilotes de toutes les lignes ayant
ordre de ne jamais prendre de

souvenir toute leur vie du voyage|

chance,

o
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November 24, 199
L

Dear Mr. LaCroix,

In the absence of the Minister, who is
on an official tour in Western Canada, I take the
liberty of acknowledging receipt of your letter of
November 23 in connection with the accident at lMount
Obiou in the French Alps.

Your letter will be handed to Mr. Chevrier
immediately ypon his return to the office, and in the
meantime, I am discussing the matter with the proper
authorities of the Department. I am sure the lNinister

will want to write you in that connection in the near

’

future.
Yours truly,

Lucien Lamoureux

wilfrid LaCroix, Esgq., M.P.,
132 st. Pierre St.,
Quebec, P.C.
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-

la 24 novembre, 1950,

\ . -

Cher monsieur lLaCroix,

En l'absence du ministre,
qui est en tournée officielle dans 1'Ouest du
anada, je prends la liberté de vous accuser
réception de votre lettre du 23 novembre au sujet
du désastre du Mont Obiou dans les Alpes Frangaises,

Votre communication sera mise
devant M, Chevrier dés son retour au bureau, et
dans l'intervalle, Je m'empresse de discuter la
teneur de votre lettre avec les autorités concernées
du ministere. Je suis certain que le ministre
VOudra vous écrire a ce sujet dans l'avenir rapproché,

Votre tout dévoud,

. SAOUREUK

{
Z . ) o Lucien Lamoureux,

o

1 - L [y - \
Wilfrid LaCroix, député, o RJ}&IL#J&P“ 3
- M. 132, rue St.Plerre, ’
Québec. P.Q. | 711(/.&.'9.. :/
. t’ <(§) v
Lo S
-7 l
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METROPOLITAN LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY
FREDERICK H. ECKER, Chairman of the Board
LEROY A.LINCOLN, President

CANADIAN HEAD OFFICE
OTr1TawA, CANADA

ARTHUR S.BoUuRrINOT

MANAGER

November 24, 1950

File \S% )_

Mr, C, T. Travers
Superintendent, Air Regulations
Civil Aviation Division
Department of Transport

Ottawa, Ontario

Dear Mr, Travers:

It was very kind of you to obtain
the information contained in your November 22nd
letter,

Just in case there is further
correspondence, the undersigned was the inquirer,
not our Mr, John A, Wilson.

Yours sincerely,

e,

Reid H, Wilson
. Section Head
RHW/P Claim Division

w.
< . (‘5

""RML

Iniing

2¥
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V o | HOUSE OF COMMNONS

T—— ‘ CANADA

Quebec, November 23, 1960
Honourable Lionel Chevrier, !

Minister of Transport,
Ottawa.

sir, 29138
Several persons of my county logt their lives
in the accident which happened at Mount Obiou in French Alps,
and their rélatives are asking me the‘following information:
1. Was the Cﬁrtis Company auwwrthorized by the
Government to operate in that fatal trip from
Rome to Montreal? If so, did regulations compel
that Compeny to take insurance on each seat and
what is the amount?
2. Could I have the report which the investigator,
Mr. Fournier, made in that connection, so that
those of my electors who lost a relative in that
accident may be acquainted with that repott.
I would be grateful if you would give me this
information as soon as possible as I have several reguests
in that connection. I would also reguest that you do all

you can to protect the persons concerned.

_;,l_“f??”{ Ly Yours truly, ‘
' S e
. Wilfrid LaCroi
. _’ﬁ\ ‘
,,2:;0 7! 7 © Member for Quebec-Mont

5

o
e '3 P 152 St. Pierre St.,

Fasy Quebec. 000208
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. Chambre des Communes é%g
Canada RIS 0. W0 oSS
- OFFICE EERVICES

QUEBEC, le 23 novembre 1950.

Honorable Lionel Cnevrier,
Ministre des Transports,
OTTAWA.

Monsi eur le Ministre,

Il y a plusieurs personnes
de mon comté qui ont perdu la vie dans le
désastre du Mont Obiou dans les Alpes Frangaises,
et les parents insistent auprés de moi afin de
saveirs

lo - Si le Gouvarnemant a autorlse la
Compagnie Curtis & opérer dans ce
voyage fatal de Rome a MOntreal?
Si oui, est-ce que les reglementa
forgaient cette compagnie a prendre

1r o~ une assurance pour chaque sisge et
,//ER “hoe quel est le montant?
I !Q" 4J
P7/ 20 -Est-ce que je& pourrais avoir le rap-
PEG U n port que 1° enqunteur, monsieur Fournier,
=3 j vous a fait & ce sujet, afin d'en
J/% q@@ . faire prendre connaissance aux familles
Rl s de mes électeurs éprouvées par ce dé-
T ”“Wr §§ / sastre.

f Je vous serais reconnaissant de
bian vouloir me dornner ces renselgnements le plus
{/ rapidement possible car j'ai plusieurs demandes a ce
sujet. En outre, Jje vous demanderais de faire
tout ce gui est possible pour protéger les intdressis.

Votre tout dévousg

4

i LaCr01x,

député de Quebec-Mgfﬁmorancyommog
STl e £
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November 23, 1950.

Dear Sir:

In the Minister's absence from the office,
1 am taking the liberty of acknowledging receipt
of your letter dated November 17, regarding the
crash near Grenoble, France. :

: Your communication will be put before the
Minister when he returns to the office.

Yours sincerely,

IEPREPRI LIV

Lucien Lamoureux,

Arnold Goldberg, Esq.,
Attorney at Law,

149 Broadway,

New York 6, H.Y,

000211
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DAS OW ATTN SUPT AIR REGULATIONS , D

: Z

ARQ534 INSPECTOR FOURNIER ADVISES PROCEEDING ROME NOVEMBER éip
29ND STOP ANTICIPATES RETURNING PARIS NOVEMBER TWENTY FOURTH 2

AND RETURN MONTREAL WEEK NOVEMBER TWENTY SEVENTH
DCAS DO MONTREAL 2216072

ARQ534 22ND | -
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180 Street,
Oﬁtm, M.
Dear Sir:

CTT/VMA
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Controller of Civil Aviation.
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(49) Cliché Schnydrig (M.S.)
Propriété exclusive des Missionnaires de N.-D. de la Salette
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ROY TUCHBREITER
PRESIDENT

HEAD OFFICE FOR CANADA-TORONTO

P. P. oz LA BRUERE SUCCURSALE PROVINCIALE:

‘ DirecTEUR PROVINCIAL EDIFICE STAR: 231 OUEST RUE ST-JACQUES

MONTREAL

November 20, 1950,

w1 R et
LN

Department of Transport, §y§)~ ATV RACUNL TR L 2L

Ottawa, ’ ;

Ont. ‘ |

i NOV 1 1950 S

Gentlemen : Re: Canadian Pilgrim.w“nf;ézzl%E")‘;Lh i)
joie T

In checking over the list of passengers aboard the ill-fated Canadian
Pilgrim, we note that ten passengers were insured with our Company for
various amounts ranging from $5,000,00 to $15,000.00,

Would it be possible for your department to furnish us with an official

1ist of all the members registered at the take-off, in order to complete

our file and give thése claims further attention. Would it be also possible -
to farnish us a list of all identified bodies and let us know if your

Department can furnish us with a death certificate on all of those listed

below ‘

Rev. Joseph Pelchat, St.Raphael, Bellechasee - Mr. Alp. Michaud, Plessisville,

Mrs. Aline Timmins, Ste-Anne de la Pocatiére - Mr, Art. Pelletier, 187 Ruel Ave.

Mr. Ernest Timmins, Ste-Anne de la Pocatiére - Montmorency, P.Q.

Ch. E. Ménard - East Broughton, P.Q. AEv.Enilien Martel - St.Gregoire, P.Q.

Mr. A. Dussault, 58 Bagot St., Quebec. REV.Ed. Martel - Parish St-Jean Baptiste
- Mrs. Alice Michaud, Plessisville.

Thanking you in advance for your cooperation, we remain,

Yours truly,

MA/HR
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Inquiry Into |
Alps Crash
Completed

By The Assoclated FPress

CROIX DE LA PIGNE,
France - Alpine rescue teams
last night had almost completed
the task of bringing down to
“town the
bodies 'of the 58 victims of Mon-
day night’s “Canadian Pilgrim”
air disaster.

Late last night 56 bodies had
been brought down from Mont
1'Obiou, scene of the crash,

and 42 were officialy identified |

Iy Most Rev. Maurice Roy, Ro-
man Catholic archbishop of
Quebec, and a party of Canad-
ian officials.
Complete Inquiry

Maurice Bellonte, chief of the,
French air safety service oifice,
Friday completed his inquiry
into the crash. Bellonte said the
plane struck the L’Obiou cliff-
face above Croix De La Pigne
with its port wing while cruis-
ing at normal speed. The fuel
tanks in the port wing explod-
ed, shattering the aircraft.

Meanwhile, a -report that a
baby was among the victims
was officialy denied. The report
arose when a.brother and sister

.of one of the victims said they

had seen an infant of about six
months in a hammock in the
cabin of the plane just before
it took off from Rome. o

The coffins containing the
remains will be-taken to Gren-
oble today in time for a funeral
service scheduled for 3 p.m.
(9 am.., ES.T). The service will
be held in the Cathedral of
Notre Dame, presided over by
Archbishop Roy and Bishop
Caillot of Grenoble.
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) Although it has been sugges-

ted that the crash victims
should be buried near the shrine
of Notre Dame De La Sallette,
about 10 miles. from the crash
scene and-one of France’s most
famous Roman Catholic shrines,
it was understood the bodies
will be taken hoime to Canada.

All but two of the 51 wessen-"
gers and all of the seven crew
members were Canadians. They
had attended a heatification
ceremony in Rome and were
flying home to Canada aboard
the plane which was christened,
“Canadian Pilgrim” when it be-
gan ferrying holy year pilgrims
between Rome and ' Montreal
last spring. -

Only one of the 14 Roman|
Catholic priests who died in the
crash was not a Canadian. He]
was Msgr. Romano Macchiutti,
on his way to become a secre-
tary at the Apostolic Delegation
in Ottawa. ’

It was Msgr. Macchiutti’s
brother and sister, seeing. him
off at the airport, who reported

seeing the baby aboard the|

plane,
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[fn&ﬁuiry Into
Alps Crash
Completed

By The Associated Press’

CROIX DE LA PIGNE,
France — Alpine rescue teams
last night had almost completed
the task of bringing down fto
the mountainside town the
bodies of the 58 victims of Mon-
day night’s “Canadian Pilgrim”
air disaster.

Late last night 56 bodies had
been brought down from Mont
1'Obiou, scene of the crash,
fand 49 were officialy identified
man Catholic archbishop of
Quebec, and a party of Canad-
1an officials. /

Complete Inquiry

Maurice Bellonte, chief of the
French air safety service office,
Friday completed his inquiry
into the crash. Bellonte said the
" plane struck the L’Obiou cliff-
face above Croix De La Pigne
. with its port wing while cruis-
ing at normal speed. The fuel
tanks in the port wing explod-
ed, shattering the aircraft.

Meanwhile, a report that a
baby was among the victims
was officialy denied. The report
arose when a brother and sister
of one of the victims said they
had seen an infant of about six
months in a hammock in the
cabin of the plane just before
it took off from Rome.

The coffins containing the
remains will be taken to Gren-
oble today in time for a funeral
service scheduled for 3 pm.
(9 am.., E.S.T). The service will
be held in the Cathedral of
Notre Dame, presided over by
Archbishop Roy and Bishop
Caillot of Grenoble. . .
JSee “Inguiry”, Page 11, Col. 2)
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by Most Rev. Maurice Roy, Ro-| _

Although it has been suggef,ﬂ
ted that the crash victims
should be buried near the shrine
of Notre Dame De La Sallefte,
about 10 miles from the crash
scene and one of France’s most
famous Roman Catholic shrines,
it was understood the hodies
will be taken home to Canada.

1
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All but two of the 51 pessen-

gers and all of the seven crew
members were Canadians. They
had attended a Dbeatification
ceremony in Rome and were
‘flying home to Canada aboard
'the plane which was christened
 “Canadian Pilgrim” when it be-
gan ferrying holy year pilgrims

between Rome and Montreal
Jast spring. - *

Only one of the 14 Roman
Catholic priests who died in the
crash was not a Canadian. He
was Msgr. Romano Macchiutti;
on his way to become a secre-
tary at the Apostolic Delegation
in Ottawa. i

It was Msgr. Macchiutti’s
brother and sister, seeing him
off at the airport, who reported
seeing the baby aboard the
plane. S
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BY AIR BAG.

OFFICE OF THE

HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR GANADA,
CANADA HOUSE,

: LONDON, S.W.1.
AR. 41271 November 17th, 1950

aBTF?

Dear Tom,

The recent loss of the Curtiss-Reid Flying Services, Limited,
aircraft in the Alps brought forth numerous enquiries from local people
and officials concerning the procedure which might be adopted by the
Canadian authorities investigating the circumstances and I had anticipated
that this Office might have been requested to do something on behalf of
your Department, but up to date, ncthing has been received. I assume from
press reports that General Vanier was to attend services in comnection with
the victims and that it was possible the Air Attache in Paris might have
been instructed to investigate and make a report. However, we do not even
have any information in this connection.

In the event of future accidents to aircraft of Canadian registry in
the United Kingdom or in Europe, I would appreciate being advised whether you
contemplate any action by this Office or whether you would turn the
investigation and report over to the local authorities, namely the Ministry
of Civil Aviation.

I understand that the aircraft being operated by Curtiss-Reid was under
lease from Seaboard and Western and that they had previously operated an
aircraft leased from Trans-Ocean Airlines until this had to be returned to
enable Trans-Ocean to meet commitments on the Korean air lift.

Yesterday I received an enquiry as to whether there were any other
Canadian operators who might be in a position to carry out trans-Atlantic
charter services and I said that as far as I know, Curtiss-Reid was the
only company in a position to do this class of work. What their position
might be as a result of their loss I was unable to say.

I would very much appreciate hearing from you at your early
convenience with regard to the above.

With kind personal regards,

Yours sincerely,

Air Vice Marshal A.T.N. Cowley, C.B.E., N c2RP3Y g g
Director of Air Services, - y ("Qﬁég;gpﬁhhffi
Department of T ' B - N

OTTAWA. :
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Mr., Lionel Chevrier
Minister of Transportation
Ottawa, Canada

— Ret: Crash of Curtiss-Reid, Flying Service Limited, DC-4
. Near Grenoble, France, November 14, 1950

Dear Sir:

With deep regret I read in the New York press an account of the above-men~
tioned crash. 8ince I was informed early in September of this year that
Curtiss-Reid owned only one plane, a DO-/, and since from the photographs
published in The New York Times of November 15, 1950 I recognize the stew-
ardess of the crasgshed plane to be the stewardess of the Curtiss—Reid DC-4
on which I recently travelled, I believe that the plane that crashed was
the same plane on which 1 travelled and which at that time narrowly migsed
the fate that was to overtake it 2% months later.

A United Press dispatch from Ottawa dated Navember 14th and published in

The New York Times of November 15, 1950, reports that you stated that the
airliner had been airworthy and was manned according to Government require—
ments. In this regard you may be interested in the following account of my
flight on a Curtiss-Reid DC-4 flying from Paris to New York. Although the
flight occurred approximetely 2% months ago, the circumstances were sufficiently
harrowing to imbed upon my memory details which otherwise might bhave forgotten.
I kept no record of the flight at the time and it is of course possible that
minor errors may have obtruded upon my memory, especially with respect to the
hour of the day.

On Augwt 31, 1950 I was scheduled to join at Paris a Curtiss-Reid flight from
Rome to Montreal (the same route intended for the November 14th flight). The
plane, an old DC-4, was scheduled to leave Orly Airport at approximately 12:00
o'clock noon, Paris time. However, the plane was delayed on its flight from
Rome. Some time in the afternccn (at 4: or 5: P.M.?), the plane arrived at
Orly, but the passengers did not enter the plane until appro:u.ma’c.ely 8. PM.

I was advised that we were 63 passengers and 7 crew.

Unlike the case of a regular commercial flight, the weight of passengers' bag-
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gage was supposed to be limited. My baggage, however, was approximately 2 1bs.
overweight and none the less I was permitted to take it with me.

The plane taxied for at least as long as a plane usually does before take-off,
when suddenly it bounced and jogged. We were advised that two tires had blown
out., After a considerable wait in the plane, we were returned to the airport
and did not re-enter the plane until after 2 AM., September 1st. There was

8 further lengthy wait before take-off and I fell asleep. I was awakened by an
agitated passenger sitting next to me, whose identity I can furnish if you de-
sire. He told me that the plane took off at 3:30 A.M.; that the plene flew
halfway from Paris to-Iceland (approximately 3% hours) and was over the ocean
when No. 2 engine vibrated violently for about one-half a minute or @& minute and
shook the plane until the engine went dead; that we were returning to Paris and
that one-half an hour had elapsed since the commencement of eur return flight.

I looked out the window and saw that one engine had stopped and that we were fly-
ing over land. Passengers were moved te the front of the plane because the tail
was dragging and the mechanic made periodic inspections of the still-functioning
engines by glancing out the windows. I asked the steward and stewardess why we
did not land at Prestwick or anether port in Great Britain and was advised that
we were returning to Paris because it was only at Paris that Curtiss-Reid could
get an engine replacement if a new engine was necessary. From the time that I
was awakened, it took approximetely 3z hours to return to Paris. We made 2 per-
fect lending late in the morning (approximately 11 A.M., September lst) and
waiting fire engines drove away without having had to put out any fires.

Upon our return I asked a companyofficial if 70 people was not an overload and
was advised that it was not, according to Canadian law. ¥e remained in Paris
until approximately 12 midnight, September 2d. While in Paris at least two
passengers reported to me that immediately before the take-off at 3:30 A.M. an
September 1lst, they heard one member of the crew exclaim, No. 2 is deader than
a doorneil.”

Before our third Paris take-off, we were advised that No. 2 engine had been re-
placed. We still had 63 passengers and 7 crew; although one passenger decided
to remain behind, a substitute passenger joined us. We then tookoff at midnight
of September 2d and reached Iceland safely.

Before taking off from Icelard, the engines were warmed up for a while; they were then st
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off and the mechanic entered the passenger section of the plane with what ap~
peared to be a few wrenches. He left the plane and made some adjustments to No.
2 engine for about five minutes (it may be that this episode occurred before
leaving Gander-Newfoundland, but I believe it occurred in Iceland).

We arrived in Gander after an uneventful flight from Iceland except for delay
due to bad weather over Newfoundland. During the flight from Gander to
Montreal the mechanic reported the following distressing information:

1. During the morning of September lst on our attempted flight to Iceland, one
of the passengers saw & sudden brilliant flash of light emanate from No. 2 en-
gine. This occurred some time before No. 2 vibrated and stopped, as recounted
above. In alarm, he called the steward. However, the steward did not .advise
the mechanic or any member of the crew of this fact until after we returned te
Paris. The mechanic made no effort te conceal the fact that he considered the
steward's admission to be reprehensible. I spoke to the passenger in question
and he teold me that the flash we saw was not merely the sparking of an engine

especlally visible at night, but was rather a gspeciel circumstance justifying

alarm to a passenger and investigation by & crewman.

2. No. 1 engine had flown almost its full limit and would be changed after
the flight we were on or after the next flight. Hawever, he infermed us that
Curtiss-Reid changes its engines more frequently than the regular commercial
airlines,

3+ & DC~4 could fly safely with three engines. However, there was at least
considerable doubt whether our plane, in view of its heavy load, could fly on
two engines. Finally, we would certainly crash if we had te rely on only ene
engine.

Apart from the mechanic's information, the flight from Gander to Montreal was
uneventful until we were two hours away from Montreal when suddenly No. 4 en—
gine spluttered and in a matter of seconds went dead. Once .again passengers
were moved from the rear of the plane to the frant and the mechanic began to
ingpect the still-running engines periodically. It teok us over three hours
to arrive in Montreal. As we were taxiing after a satisfactory landing and
were about to come to @ halt, Ho. 2 engine burst into flames and No. 4 engine
was flashing light apparently reflected from No. 3 engine. The flames lasted
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for a very brief period.

When I left the plane, I heardthe pilot in the cockpit recounting to .a per—
son on the ground part of the history of the flight, and I gathered that the
pllot was as surprised as I was that we returned alive.

Although you are no doubt more interested in the mechanical aspects of the
flight, I feel I must recount the public relations policy of Curtiss-Reid as
demonstrated during the course of the flight because I believe it may have
some bearing on the methods of the company generally.

1. Passengers were never properly advised of what was happening. During
lengthy waits at Paris, neither members of the crew nor officials of the
company attempted to satisfy the reasonable cariosity of the delayed, and
later anxious passengers. When emergencies arose, no member of the crew
made any anncuncements and the passengers! sole recourse was to stop a crew
member passing and "pump® him for information. This was especially difficult
in view of the fact that the steward and stewardess generally disappeared at
such times.

2. There were not enough pillows and blankets on the plane to supply one te
each pasgenger and during several stages of the flight the washrooms were
kept in a deplorable condition.

3. There was no effert to maintain the order customary in airplanes. I had
flown before (tuhree times across the Atlantic in addition te other flights)

and -was therefore generally familiar with passenger custom. Fassergers did

not fasten safety belts even though the instruction light was so flaghing :and
at such times they sat on the arms of chairs, cengregated in small groups and
walked in the aisles. Indeed, on several occasions after certain passengers
were requested to move from the rear of the plane to the front of the plane te
provide proper balance, other passengers moved to the rear of the plane to en-
gage in social conversation. In addition, passengers smoked without hindrance
when the no smoking light was lighted. Discipline was particularly necessary
on the flight because most of the passengers were new to air travel. When I
and the few other experienced air travellers requested the steward and steward-
ess to compel the passengers to obey the basic rules, they reluctantly made a
few half-hearted efforts, but soon ceased to bother. |
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I rezligze that in the present state of our technology a plane can crash even
though the flight is made under theoretically perfect cenditions. However, the
flight afforded by the Curtiss-Reid DC-4 on August 31lst gave the passengers
only a sporting chance of arriving at their destination. We won our unasked-
for gamble; the 58 people on the November 14th flight perished.

I have no interest in any airplane company. I have no claim against Curtiss-
Reid, nor do I represent anyone who has any claim against Curtiss-Reid. I
write this letter because the tragedy of the recent crash has impelled me to
give you a full description in order to aid investigatory authorities and in
the hope of preventing recurrences.

I wish to place myself at your disposal in the event thatl you desire any fur—
ther details.

Respectfully,

(st Sl —
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|Canada To

‘ Investigate

N

‘Plane Crash

% The Canadian government is

to launch an investigation of
!Monday’s air crash in the Alps
! which took 57 Canadian lives.

Transport Minister Chevrier
announced Tuesday that Inspec-
ytor J. P. Fournier of Montreal
'was leaving yesterday for the
Iscene of the accident to repre-
sent the transport. department
.and assist in the preliminary in-
quiry.

He said the plane—a DC-4—
Thad been certified as airworthy
according to Canadian require-
it ments. The flight: crew was

4 “fully competent and qualified’
{personnel,” he said.

“The aircraft was operated by

.1the Curtiss-Reid Flying Service

of Montreal, a company which is
licensed to perform non-sched-

has been engaged during the
present year on non-scheduled
operations across the North At-
lantic,” the minister said.
Extends Sympathy
“Speculation as to the cause
of the accident is of little value
prior to the official investigation

:lalthough it is known that the’
‘| plane was operating in an area

of extremely bad weather,” he
said.

“Since the accident took place
on French territory the formal

< - I

uled charter service and whichy

investigation will be held by the
French government under
French law.

“My most sincere sympathy
and that of my colleagues in the
government is extended to the
families of the deceased in this
time of sorrow,” he said in a
statement.

The Montréal official of the
transport department is a quali-
fied inspector and will look into
the causes of the accident with
French, officials. ‘He was travel-
ling to France by TCA.
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Canada To

Investigate

Plane Crash

The Canadian government is
to launch an investigation of
Monday’s air crash in the Alps
which took 57 Canadian lives.

Transport Minister Chevrier
announced Tuesday that Inspec-
tor J. P. Fournier of Monftreal
was leaving yesterday for the

sent the transport department
and assist in the preliminary in-
quiry.

He said the plane—a DC-4—
had been certified as airworthy
’accordlng to Canadian require-
ments. The flight crew was
“fully competent and qualified
-personnel” he said.

“The aircraft was operated by
the Curtiss-Reid Flying Service
of Montreal, a company which is
‘licensed to perform non-sched-
uled .charter service and which
has been engaged during the
presentyyear on non-scheduled
operations across the North At-
lantic,” the minister said.

Extends Sympathy

“Speculation as to the cause
of the accident is of little value
prior to the official investigation
although it is known that the
plane was operating in an area

of extremely bad weather,” he.

said.
“Since the accident took place
on French territory the:!formal
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and that of my colleagues in the
government is extended to the

statement.
The Montreal official of the
transport department is a quali-

| fied inspector and will look intc

the causes of the accident with
French officials. He was travel:
ling to France by TCA.

scene of the accident to rcpre- -
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“My most sincere sympathy.

families of the deceased in this|.
time of sorrow,” he said in al
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Canada Takes
HandinProbe
Of Air Crash

' Ottawa Assigns
+ J. P. Fournier
i To Investigation .

. -
\ Canada will be represent-
‘ed on the Board of Inquiry
jwhich will investigate the
jcrash of the Canadian Air-
‘liner in the French Alps yes-
Iterday, in which 57 Canadians
‘lost their lives.

Air Vice Marshal A. T. Cow-
ley, Director of Air Services,
Transport Department, told The
Journal J. P. Fournier, a Civil
1Aviation inspector in the Mont-
1rea1 district, will fly to France

{today.

! Probe in France.
Under the International Civil

EAviation or'ganization, of which

tCanada is a member, inquiries

into such accidents are con-

ducted in the country of occur-

/xence, and in this case, France |

fwill set up a Board of Inquiry,
P_ut a Canadian must be allowed
‘to sit as a member. Mr. Fournier
has been nominated to take this
‘position on the board.

Not Overloaded.

t Information in Oftawa indi-
cated the DC-4 plane was not

overloaded at the time of thel

imishap, although information
n this point will be sought by
the Board of Inquiry. Officials
said the DC-4 had carried as
many as 62 passengers on the

fTransatlantic flight, and it was|

:assumed the usual restrictions as
to weight of luggage had been
}imposed on the ill-fated plane
Ieaving Rome.

Concluded on Page 16, Col. 6.
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| : Plan_ned‘TWA war'i;)‘

¢  PARIS, Nov. l4.—(Reuters)
-—The Canadian pilgrims who
died last night in a plane crash
1in the Alps were originally to

World Airlines plane rather than
the private charter plane which
crashed, a tourist agency spokes-
‘man said today.

Roger  Guillevin, of the
French tourist agency which ar-
ranged the pilgrimage, said that
‘the Canadian Government would
not allow them to use the TWA
plane.

“We wanted the party to fly
, TWA”, Guillevin said. “But the
;Canadian Government would
not give permission for an air-
plane of this company to land
in Montreal. They said we must
use a Canadian plane.”

The crashed plane belonged
to the Curtiss-Reid Air Services
Limited of Monftreal. .

Guillevin said the 1,500 Cana-
dian pilgrims his agency handled
had passed through Lisbon,
Lourdes, Paris—where they at-
tended mass in Notre Dame
|, Cathedral-—and Lisieux on their

“way to Rome. «

Venice, Milan, Pisa and Assisi.
On hearing of the crash, the
Canadian Ambassador to France,
Major General George Vanier,
booked a seat on the night train
from Paris to Grenoble. ~
- “Possible.”

Government aviation . officials
said today it was possible that
.a- Trans-World Airlines plane
* was refused permission to bring
to Montreal the Holy Aear pil-
grims killed yesterday in the
‘crash of a Canadian airliner.
~ If that was so, a spokesman
said, it was because of an inter-
national understanding that per-
mission for non-scheduled flights
go first to airlines of the itwo

flight is to be made—in this case,
Canada and Italy. -
The spokesman here said that
by international understanding a
third-country airline—as the

be in this case-—can get permis-
sion for a non-scheduled flight
only if airlines from either of
the first two countries are not
available.

He said he was sure that a
TWA application to fly.the pil-
grims—if one was made—would
!t have been rejected Dbecause
-1.Curtiss-Reid, a Canadian air-

. Vline, and probably also Trans-

‘Canada Airlines were available
to handle the traffic. If those
two airlines had not been avail-
able, the pilgrims probably
could have used an Italian air-
line, which would have been
- qualified. ) )

(AL T

have flown home in a Trans-|,

In Italy they .visited Florence,

{ countries between which the.

American-operated TWA would

x
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Montreal Star 14 Nov 50

By

!Ottawa Orders 17
Inquiry Into | O, A

. . 'Y "{ g ¢ W A .
c%’ Air Disaster e
R Mo Ty, |

Transport Official 'u"‘fi*‘f( n

/ ! Sent to Europe ‘ -
By James A. Qastler

Star Staff Correspomdent

¢ OTTAWA, Nov. 14 — The Cana-
jian Government will investigate
.he plane crash which cost 58 lives|
n the French Alps yesterday.
* _ Hon. Lionel Chevrier, Minister of
[ransport, anhounced today an of-
licial investigation of the accident

will be carried out by the Cana-
dian Government.

Inspector J. P. Fournier of
Montreal is proceeding this after-
noon via Trans-Canada Airlines to
Europe. Mr. Fournier will repre-
sent the Department of Transport
and assist in the preliminary in-
vestigation.

The aircraft was operated by
Curtis-Reid  Flying Service of
Vibritreal, a company which is
icensed to perform non-scheduled
Jperations across the Atlantic, Mr.
Chevrier said. The plane, a DC4
Skymaster, had been cerlified as
airworthy according to Canadian
requirements and the flight crew
were fully competent and qualified
personnel. .

“Speculation as to_the cause of
the accident is of little value prior
to the official investigation, al-
though it is known that the plane
was operating at the time in an
area of extremely bad weather,”
the Minister went on. ‘“Since the
accident took place on French ter-
ritory the formal investigation will
be held by the French Government
under French law., My most sin-
cere sympathy and that of my
colleagues in the Government is
extended to families of the de-
ceased in this time of sorrow,” Mr.
Chevrier concluded.

Trouble Claimed
On Previous Flight

WINDSOR, Ont., Nov. 14—(C.P.)
— The Canadian airplane which
crashed in the French Alps with
58 persons aboard yesterday had
trouble on a earlier flight carry- -
ing pilgrims returning from Rome,
{wo Roman Catholic clergymen in
Windsor said today.

Very Rev. John H. O'Loane,
president of Assumption College,

nd Most Rev. C. L Nelligan of the

ollege staff, saic they were pas-
’A engers on the same plane a week

ago, returning 1¢ Canada from a
llno\y year pilgrimage to Rome.

Over the Rhone valley in South-
ern France, one ot the four engines ]
went dead, ane the DC-4 turned .
back to Marsecilles where it landed
without incidem, the two priests
said.

The passengers—more than 50—
were delayed 24 hours while the
engine was repaired. The rest of the
trip 1o Montrea: was uneventful.

i O O

W. R. Oliver, general manager of
Curtiss-Reid Airtours in Montreal;
' whose plane crashed in France with
58 aboard, said today that trouble
developed by the plane a week ago
|was a minor mechanical difficulty.
He was commenting on a state-
ment by two Roman Catholic,
1clergymen in Windsor, Ont., who
said they were aboard and the plane
turned back to Marseilles for re-
pairs.
Mr. Oliver svid minor mechanical
difficulties are not uncommon to
all air services. When these develop, 000230
he said, “it is always sensible to go
o ‘back and check ”
o
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Flft One Pllgrlms Trapped
Or Dead ‘After Plane Crash

GRENOBLE France, Nav. from joining the search at dawn.|The Pope, when informed of the
14 (CP)——Flfty one Holy _Yeari

pilgrims, all but one Canadian,
to-day are trapped or dead in
the snow-swept crags of the

'French Alps. With them is the f

seven-man Canadian crew of
their wrecked four-engined!

iplane.

The plane, “Canadian Pilgrim,”

~lwas carrying them- to Montreal

)after Holy Year ceremonies in
Rome. It disappeared late yester-
day in a glow of fire near™8,500-
|, foof .Mont L’Obiou.

ﬁtegnuers plodded up the bleak
mountamsxde at daybreak to-day
amid snow, rain and lowering skies.
Four rescue parties from nearby
villages were stopped last night by
stinging rain and sleet,

Bad weather prevented planes

e — ST e e

‘Roman Catholic .clergymen,

Hundreds of guides and gendarmes
swarmed up the rocks toward the
5,000-foot level, where the DC-4
Curtiss-Reid Airtours plane is be-
lieved to have crashed.

Scene of the accident is about 85 b

miles from Mont Blanc—visible on:
the rare clear 'day——whexe an In-
dian Airlines plane crashed with 48

. passengers Nov. 3, Veteran Alpine |

mountaineers reached the scene
several days later and found all 48
dead. They reported that the
bodies cannot be brought down
until the spring thaws.

Veteran climbers said the search
for the missing Canadian plane
should be easier hecause the lower
Mont L’Obiou is more accessible.

The passengers, 10 of them
had
been received by the Pope a few

hours before thé plane left Rome.

'for the beatification ceremony last

dxsaster’ isotated himself in ;he
Vatican cf}_apel to pay, for the vie-
tims. Tears were streammv down
the Pontiff;s face W hen he left his
court offlp;als v

Most of the pilgrims were from
Montreal, Quebec City, and vil-
lages. fringing the St. Lawrence
River. One was an American. .

The DC-4 was chartered from the
Cartierville, Que., firm to fly the
pilgrims- between Montreal and
Rome. i

The pilgrims had gone {o Rome

Spnday of Marguerite Bourgeoys,
who founded the Order of Sisters
of our lady of the Canadian Wilder- ¥~
ness 300 years ago. The ceremony,
last beatification of the Holy Year,
attracted 1,200 Can,aghan Roman
Catholies, including ®veral bishops
and scores of priests. .
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‘Ottawa To Probe

i ’ ’ . co.

‘Air Disaster

By Ross Munro

, (From The Journal's Ottawa Bureau)
OTTAWA.—The Canadian gov-

ernment is to launch an inquiry

into the air crash in the French

‘I plane went down with 58 aboard.

Transport Minister Chevrier
said that Inspector J. P. Fournier
of Montreal was to leave imme-
diately for the scene of the crash
to represent the transport de-
partment and assist in the in-
quiry.

John Baldwin, head of the
Canadian air transport board,
(said that the Curtiss-Reid Com-
. pany of Montreal, which operated

ithe plane, was licensed by the
!, board as a chartered carrier.

-1 The company fulfilled all the

: ‘requirements and followed all the.

'regulations ‘“which are very
" striet,” said Baldwin. :

He said the flight crew was a
{ competent one. and that'he also
I believed a flight engineer of ibe
j company was aboard the plane fo
'lcheck maintenance carefully at
foreign airfields,

Alps when a Canadian transport(
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'Inspector Goes

To Crash Scene

OTTAWA, Nov. 14—(CP)—
Transport Minister Chevrier an-
nounced today that a departmental

inspector is leaving Canada imme- F‘LE & REFER

diately to assist in the investigation

into the crash of the airliner “Can- ‘/Q 0 ]

adian Pilgrim” in the French Alps.
He said inspect ~ J. P. Fournier |

of Montreal is leaving today to re- } )i / 3‘5

present the Canadian Transport De-
partment and assist in the prelim-
inary investigation into the crash,
whi_ch claimed 58 lives.

G. p. EQWar

—

- .

000233




Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act
Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur 'accés a I'inférghation

( TRANSLATION)
MS

Nov. 15, 1950, vg") ,

Roch Pinard, Esq., M.P, , .
331 Portland
Montreal, P,Q.
Dear My. Pinard,-

Further to your telephone call concerning Brother Bernard
Rarre, Franciscan, who was on board the aircraft of the Curtiss-Reid
Flying Service which crashed in the French Alps, I take pleasure in
advising you that steps have been taken today by the Air Transport B;)ard
to ensure the transportation to Canadas of the victims! boc%.ies within
the shortest delay possidle,

I cannot give you any definite information in the moment
but I think that within forty-eight hours, the problem will be settled
one way or the other,

Yours, ete,

J.C, LESSARD

Deputy Minis ter,

000234
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JCL/AL

TO TRANSLATOR

NOV 18 Am.

....................................

OFFICE S8ERVICES

le 15 novembro 19500'

Cher monoicur Plnard,

: Pour fairec suite & votre appel téléphonique ou
sujet du Frdre Bernard Barre, Franclacain, qui otnit &
board de l'avion de la "Curtisas~Reid Flying Service®” qul
a'est écrasdé dens lon Alpos frongaises, 11 me falt platsir
de voun avisor quo des démorchos ont 6td faltes aujourdthul
miro par lo Comrnission dos transports aériens pour assurer
que lon corps des victimes goront tranaportds au Cansdo denp
1lc plus brof délei possiblo. :

-Je no puis vous donnor rien de difinitif dana lo
monent mals je croils quo dtici quarante~huit heures, le
probldme sera réglé dtune fagon ou dfune autro.

Votre tout divoud,

| g-; {z‘;ﬂ &E%{m&@
Je=Ce Longard”
Consieur Roch Pinard,
dbéputd, | |
| Contr alﬁ P QO sul I
,/f.') & !%
| g \zi
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BROKEN BODIES OF 58
ON CANADIAN PILGRIM
PLANE STREWN 1,500 FT.

Grenoble, France, Nov. 14—(CP- UP)—-An Alpme réscue party
which, climbed 8,000 feet up Mont L’Oblou to the wrecked airliner
“Canadxan Pilgrim,” faund no survivers among the 58 persons
aboard, it was announced officially tonight, All but two were
Canadians. g

A terse radio message received from the party battling ram and]
sleet on the Alpine peak said: “No survivors.

Rescue operations were then called off for the day in the face of!
worsening weather conditiohs.
hit the top of the mountain and disintegrated.

_ One guide, Martial Ravana, 42, said the broken bodies of the 58
victims were scattexed over the snow and ice for more than 1,500
feet. !

“It was a telrlble ‘sight,”” he said. “Thls was the third crashed
plane I 'have seen, but I never saw one as shattered as th1s I did not
see one body that remained intact.”

PLANE WAS' OFF ITS COURSE

The chartered Canadian Skymaster, whose passengers and crew
had prayed for God to protect them before taking off from Rome
yesterday, plunged into the peak shortly after sundown.

' Rome airport officials sald today that the plane had strayed off
its course.

A statement sald the plane’s flight plan showed a course along
the French- south coast, then ndrth. This course would have
skirted the treacherous?’peaks of the Alps.

‘The statement said:

“The location of the crash clearly indicates that the pxlot e
instead of following the route laid down for him to Marseilles ard
Lyons, made directly for- Lyons. (across the Alps) perhaps with the
‘intention of cutting short his journey.”

The statement suggested that a strong gale mlght easily have
driven it further. mto the mountains than the navigator might have
thought. -
Tt addedi

that the pﬂot ‘had accmate weather reports for the
(Contmued on Page 2, Col 1)

14 Nov 50

~

Searchers said thé plane apparently\
58 bodies badlf,alon: 4
times drop s}f&a Phe

_ialong the{ frail.

-

ed under the Access to Information Act

b

1

- «f
‘eriginal course but noné Tor the actual courss through n‘{‘c;{mtams
Ravana said..only one battered wing and bits of wreckage re-
mained. Felix ¥Germain, . French rescue chief, said a party of
between 200 and 300 wguld leave for the site at dawn. Germain
said’ at least five pers}f: would be needed to (El;r.y-*e.*ach of the
tre:zcherous mounj.am”lopes which some-

The guildes collecte % % ossessions they found
One guide broug t‘bh ﬁwo inch thick bundle
of US. rnoney with a $100 bill showing on one side.

The 3 ,l,wreckage was found at 1 p.m. (8 am. E.S.T.), 14 hours after
the plangs disappeared in a flash of fire.

Thee wreckage was about 85 miles from where an Indian Con-
stellat fon plane crashed less than two weeks ago with 48 East Indian
seam‘gén and crew. None of these bodies has been removed because
of thy /e hazardous terrain. In the case of the Canadian airliner, guides
ex*pressed belief the bodies could be brought down to the valley.

Battling against an Alpine blizzard and lashed together with
tropes, the guides struggled to reach the fogbound scene 8,000 feet
up the 8,700-foot peak. There they found mute evidence to add to
eyewitness reports that the plane’s engines had cut out, that sud-
'denly two racking explosions thundered across the towering moun-
tains and that sheets of flame licked across the white snow.

Inspector J. P. Fournier of the department of transport’s staff{
at Montreal, will represent Canada at the official investigation of the
crash, Hon. Lionel Chevrier, minister of transport, announced. In-
spector Eournier will. leave for France this afternoon via T.C.A.
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‘ v THE DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS

OTTAWA, November 14 1950.

To: The Leputy Minister for air Services,
Departre nt of Transport, R et
OTTAWA. ' AOTS

The documents described below are attached for your information
or for any action you consider necessary:

Copy of Telegram of November 13, 1950 from the Canadlian Ambassador
Paris.
legram of November 14, 1950 to the Canadian ambassador
Als§ Fiferted 07 8 Paris.

Air Transport Board

AD.P, HEENEY

Irwin/RS Under-Secretary of State

Fconomics: J.A.
for External Affairs

EXT. 67
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EXT. 97. b/

* MESSAGE FORM  [ruz nee]

OUTGOING
SECURITY ATION A .
¢ %ﬁh

7
FROM: THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS, CANADA

TO: THE GANADIAN AMBASSADOR, PARIS.

Message To Be Sent

No. .o Date For Communications Office Use Only
EN CLAIR November 14, 1950,
CODE
CYPHER —x

Degree of Priority q(y

Your unnumbered telegram of November 13, 1950,

Curtiss-Reid Alrcraft Accldent.

1. An inspector from the Department of Transport

will be leaving lontreal for Parls tuls afternoon by

T.C.A. via London. It is expected thut he will be

J.P. Fournier. He 1s to represent the Canadlan

Tﬂmﬁéy: ............................. Goverment at the investigution which we assume the
Is This=Message French Government will be muking into the accident.
Likely To Be Published

Yes ( ) No ( ) 2, Will you please rcquest permlssion for
Internal Distribution: Fournier to take part in the investigation. He is

instructed to report to you upon arrival.

Copies Referred To: Secretary of Stute
for External ,ffairse.

Air Transport Bogpra.

4 Vi |
Dept. Transport SRR ;
(alr). bR = ien >
| Wo.8 v )
Done ...
Date ..o cnrennresonees
. 000239
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From

To THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS, CANADA

LUEDIAGE ULRCLARBSIFIID
I3l CLAIR PARIS, Bovcmber 13, 1950,
Unolsasificd, FPellowing from Venier, Segins:
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TELEGRAM

THE CANADIAN AMBASSADOR, PARIS

I rogret to inform you that I kave Just ieard
that a DY plane cerrying 51 Cencdicn pilgrinc ond
coven orcy which left Rome at 1415 today is 6 hours overdud

ot Orly morking CFB El., Witnesses ncar Gronoblo neer
Itolian frontier beard two cunplosions and gew preat £losh
ncer o mountain 2700 meters high,
five hours climb,
1 tclephonod Lespy for namesn, he had nono but folt osure thawv
ilo seid the

Rescue portics have loft

It 15 sepumed this in tho ovordue planc,

thore werce no members of the Lpiscopate on boerd,
pilorine vere from Quebce ond the plane charteorcd fron
Curtics-Reid Company, I asked him to obtein momeos iF
rosoible and telegraph thean to you, Charpentieor 1o leaving
for Gronoble by car-aﬁ once end I will po mycell ComoyTov.

$ho Primo Hindeter, lionsieur Plcven telephoned £0 me himself
%o express his syopathy. I tried to telephono jyou tomipht -
but wes told because of atmospheric and strike in United
Stoten it might be imposeible to obsein commmicotion beforo |

Ends, '

Conorrcy,

s . CARADIAL 2R2A0OATIOR
- N
yOR earn3

1 *

. MR A

i, W Codw
Ay T

3ot -
TR
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Ottawa, Ontario, November 14, 1950.

Accident - CP-EDN. 5002-257

Inspector J. P. Fournier,
Trang-Atlantic Building
m"lw’ s Fe Qo

Original Signed by
€ T. TRAVERS

(C. T. h’lﬂl‘l),
Superintendent, Air Regulations.

|
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Ottawa, Ontario, November 14, 1950.

5002-257 (CAR)

MEMORANDUM TO: C.C.A.

1. Attached form of authority for the

appointment of an accredited representative to participate

in the Enquiry into the accident involving Canadian aircraft
K régistered CP-EDN reported to have occurred near Grenocble,

France, on November 13, 1950.

Original Signed .by
. @ T. TRAVERS

(¢. T. Travers),
Superintendent, Air Regulations,
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In pursuance of the powers vested in me under
The Air Regulations, I, the Honourable Lionel Chevrier,
Minister of Transport, do hereby appoint Inspector J. P.
Fournier as the aceredited representative of this
Department st the Enguiry into the circumstances of the
accident involving Canadian aireraft registered CF-ELN
reported to have occurred near Grenoble, France, on
November 13, 1950, ‘

Dated at OTTAWA this lith day of November, 1950.

(Lionel Chevrier),
Minister of Transport.
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