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?1'0 EXTERtNL 317 IMMED

et

FOR MR CADIEUX =

PERSONAL! I e R |
éUE OFFER TO TUNTSIA - A | S
ji‘TBASSﬂDbR GARNEAU ‘NOW IN TUI\-IS INSTPUCTS T"E TO INFORM YOU HE n/,,, vc/(’(

As JUST BEEN TOLD BY MESTIRI(SECCEN OF TUNISIAN MFAYTHAT QUE
GvyT HAS MADE PROPOSAL TO TUNISIAN GOVT- THROUGH TIEB SLIM IN
NY FOR QUE AID TO TUNISIA. o
2.QUE GOVT STATE IN THEIR. PROPOSITION THAT THEY ARE PRE PARED
GRANT DOLLARS 158,000, FOR PROJECT T0. BE SUGGESTED BY TUNISIAN ”
AUTHORITIES.WHILE INTEREST WAS EXPRESSS ED IN EDUCATIONAL FIELD
IT WAS INDICATED IN PROPOSAL THAT TUNISIANS WERE NOT RPT NOT .
LIMITED TO THIS FIELD ONLY.THEY HAVE BEEN ASKED BY QUE GOVT
FOR COMMENTS AND FOR PLANS OF POSSIBLEvPROJECTS.V
3.BEFORE TAKING ANY ACTION ON PROPOSAL TUNISIAN- GOVT WISH TO
CLEAR WHOLE MATTER WITH FEDERAL GOVT AND EXTERNAL AFFAIRS IN
OTT.MR GARNEAU IS MOST quzous THAT YOU KNOW OF THIS PROPOSAL AT
EARLIEST MOMENT TO ALLOW FULLEST CONSIDERATION IN OTT.HE WILL
UNDOUBTEDLY WISH TO SEND' YOU ANY FURTHER DETAILS HE MAY OBTAIN.
4.1T APPEARS THAT IF FEDERAL AGREEMENT OBTAINED AND SATISFACTORY
ARRANGEMENTS MADE ITH QUE TUNISIANS WOULD LIKE TO APPLY GRANT
TO PROJECT IN PUBLIC HEALTH FIELD.

5.AMBASSADOR GARNEAU WILL BE BACK AT CHANCERY BERN EARLY NEXT
WEEK o - S T

ROBERT?"'i L Ajvg:g
(’f\ é{ﬁvét @’“N“““””®‘T1;ﬂdﬂmmw4; g;f | ,

~
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HAVE READ MSG FROM GARNEAU BUT YOU WILL UNDERSTAND THAT BECAUSE OF
OTHER PREOCCUPATIONS HERE I HAVE NOT RPT NOT BEEN ABLE TO GIVE MORE
THAN PRELIMINARY CONSIDERATION AS TO HOW WE MIGHT DEAL WITH THIS
PROBLEN. HAVE HAD A DISCUSSION OF THIS WITH CARTER AND OUR TENTATIVE

- VIEW IS THAT WE MIGHT SUGGEST TO THE TUNISIANS THAT THEY POSTPONE

A DECISION ON THIS UNTIL THERE_HAS‘BEEN:AN'OPPORTUNITY FOR PICK

TO DISCUSS THE QUESTION WITH THE TUNISIANS AND'TOIEXPLAIN'TOITHEM
SOME OF ITS POSSIBLE IMPLICATIONS IN TERMS OF OUR BILATERAL

- RELATIONS. WE HAVE TREATED THE TUNISIANS RATHER WELL BOTH IN TERMS OF

AID AND PRIORITY WITH REGARD TO DIPLO REPRESENTATION AND IT IS .

.'POSSIBLE THAT THEY MIGHT BE PREPARED TO COOPERATE AND WE CAN PROCEED

'IN A SOMEWHAT GENTLE FASHIQN. : _ L |
2.1F TUNISIA WERE TO SHOW ANY DISPOSITION TO BE DIFFICULT MY FIRST -

REACTION WOULD BE TO INTIMATE THAT WE HAVE TO TAKE INTO ACCOUNT THE
TOTAL AID THAT DEVELOPING COUNTRIES RECEIVE FROM chA AND THAT THEY |
COULD NOT RPT NOT EXPECT FEDERAL AID TO BE PROVIDED AT THE PRESENT
LEVEL IRRESPECTIVE OF WHAT THEY'MIGHT BE RECEIVING FROM OTHER CDN

; SOURCES.THIS WOULD IN FACT- BE AN INDICATION THAT UNLESS THE TUNISIANS

DEALT WITH THIS IN A PROPER FASHION WE MIGHT BE TEMPTED TO DEDUCT .j
WHATEVER" CONTRIBUTION,CAME FROM-QUEBEC_FROM FEDERAL ASSISTANCE.IT
eesl | | } ‘ : | |

000007
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'MIGHT ALSO BE POSSIBLE FOR PICK TO GIVE THE TUNISIANS TO UNDERSTAND -

PAGE TWO PM3932 SECRET

THAT DEDUCTION OF QUEBEC'CONTRIBUTION MIGHT-BE A FIGURE OF SPEECH .

- AND UNLESS TUNISIA REFRANED FROM DEVELOPING RELATIONS WITH A

POLITICAL SUB DIV OF - OUR COUNTRY BEYOND ITS. LEGITIMATE POWERS, WE :
MIGHT FIND IT. DIEFICULT TO MAINTAIN AID EVEN AT PRESENT LEVEL. OUR

- . LY - TROTT TR A BT M A Ses g
Document disclosed under the Access to information Act™ %
Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur I'accés a l'information

PARLIAMENT WOULD BE BOUND TO TAKE AN EXTREMELY CRITICAL VIEW OF-WHAT,_H

WOULD APPEAR TO BE COLLUSION BETWEEN ANOTHER GOVT AND A POLITICAL
SUB~DIV OF OUR COUNTRY IN. AN ATTEMPT T0 MODIFY OuR CONSTITUTIONAL '

..PRACTICES.IT COULD BE EXPECTED THEREFORE THAT AID TO THAT COUNTRY

WOULD BECOME ACUTELY CONTROVERSIAL.
3.1 WOULD ASSUME,IN VIEW OF MY LATEST CONVERSATIONS WITH THE MINIST-

ERS CONCERNING THE PROBLEM OF ACCORD CADRE THAT HE WOULD NOT RPT NOT

BE DISPOSED 10 AGREE THAT THE FEDERAL GOVT AUTHORIZE OR COUNTENANCE

OR SANCTION ANY‘AGREEMENT BETWEEN’QUEBEC AND TUNISIA IN THE FIELD
OF AID. THE ARRANGEMENTS MADE WOULD HAVE TO BE 'INFORMAL IN NATURE

TAND THEY MIGHT BE SIMILAR TO ARRANGEMENTS WHICH COULD BE MADE WITH

A CDN VOLUNTEER ORGANIZATION IF THIS WERE TO HAPPEN I SUSPECT THAT

:THE OPERATION WOULD BE LESS INTERESTING TO QUEBEC. AUTHORITIES

WHO PRESUMABLY HAVE IN MIND THE NEGOTIATIONEOF 'SOME KIND OF FORMAL :

'AGREEMENT IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF THEIR CAMPAIGN WITH REGARD TO TREATY~.

MAKING POWER.,
4.A5 1 SAID ABOVE, THESE ARE PRELIMINARY AND TENTATIVE VIEMS AND I

.WOULD APPRECIATE RECEIVING INDICATION OF CONSIDERED VIEWS WHICH DEPT ;1r

WwouLD PROPOSE-TO.SUBMIT TO'MINISTER IF-THIS-WERE TO BE DONE BEFORE

- OUR RETURN TO OTT.1I WOULD ASSUME THAT IT IS NOT RPT NOT ENVISAGED

AT THE MOMENT EXPECTATIONS ARE THAT ‘I WOULD BE AVAILABLE FOR DUTY .

TO RAISE THIS MATTER WITH QUEBEC AUTHORITES UNTIL AFTER SENGHOR VISIT
A.FINAL RETURN ARRANGEMENTS HAVE NOT RPT NOT BEEN WORKED OUT BUT

CyntTny
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De NUMBER

Numéro
REFERENCE

Référence

| FILE~)

QUEBEC "OFFER"™ TO TUNISIA,

i QAWA - ;

SUBJECT : : , - - PN/ .o S—
. Sujet Z@ -/ P 'Cﬂ”y Mls‘s‘lo%“’"é -‘ -
2 ] { e

ENCLOSURES ' (< ‘ ~

Annexes

As agreed, I spoke to Taieb Slim, the Tunisian Ambassador,
in New York, concerning the matter dealt with in Berne Telegram 317
of September 8, The call enabled me to bid him farewell and also to
mention another aid problem which had glven us some anxiety last week but
which had been happily resolved.

DISTRIBUTION

2e I then asked him whether he had received any recent °
proposal or suggestion of a form of aid from the Quebec government, He
went back and said that there had béen a number of informal contacts
with -the previous Q.le‘Bec governmenf, He had talked With them about

” of—t o ; of course was now being provided by the
Canadian government with the co-operation of the Quebec Department of
Education-inthe recruiting of candidates, He said that at one time
tnere had been. a suggestlon of a visit of some Quebec medical men who would
go 't Tunis for a month or two, but tis had not been considered worth«
while by the Tunisians, There had dlso been a suggestion that some Quebec
leaders ~ I suppose Ministers = might visit Tunisia and he had at
one stage sent an invitation to or through Mr. GerinwLajoie but
nothing had come of this,

3e When I pressed him whether he had had any contacts
with the new government he said that when he had been up here recently
and had seen me, he had stopped-off in Montreal on the way back to New ~
York and Mr, Andre Patry had indicated.thzt.the idea.of. a visit by
Quebec leaders to Tunisias might be revived, (I assume this conversation
must have taken placeé on fugust 24, following a reception in Ottawa for
‘me.) When he pressed me as to the purpose of my enquiry, I said that

Mestiri was reported by Garneau as saying that the Quebec government
had made an offer of $150,000 for a project to be selected by the ’ -

! Tunisians, Taieb Slim professed to know nothing about anything as

specific as this but kaid he was prepared to maske enquiries, I dissuzded

him from doing soe( 54//4’ : .

/
Lo He did say at one or two points that he and the Tunisia /
authorities were aware that enything tht might be done by the Province of i
Quebec would have to be in agreement with the federal government.

Pick

Ext. 407A/Bl. _ 000009 ‘
(Admin. Services Div.) ) . .
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De A. Jo Pick NUMBER
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Référence
FILE DO?SIER
suBJECT QUEBEC “OFFER" T0 TUNISIA, T L0- S22 - UE
Sujet ‘ -
MISSION 5 é
iNCLOSURES . V
As sgreed, I spoke to Taieb Slim, the Tunisian Ambasssdor,
in New York, concerning the matter dealt with in Berne Telegram 317
DS TRIBUTION of September 8, The call ensbled me to bid him farewell and also to

mention another aid problem which hed given us some anxiety last week but
which had been happily resolved,

e I then asked him whether he had received any recent
proposal or suggestion of a form of aid from the uebec government, He
went back and 8sid that there had been 2 number of informal contacts

with the previous CQuebec government., He hed talked with them about

the provision of teachers which of course was now being provided by the
Canadian government with the coeoperation of the Quebec Departmont of
Education inthe recruiting of camdidates, He said that st one time

there had been a suggestion of s visit of some Quebec medical men who would
go to Tunis for a wonth or two, but {is had not been considered worthe
while by the Tunisisns, There hed slso been a suggestion that some Quebee
leaders « I suppose Ministers - might visit Tunisia snd he had at

one stage sent an invitation to or through Mr. Cerinelajoie but

nothing had come of thise.

3. ¥When I pressed him whether he hed hed sny contacts
with the n:w government he ssid that when he had been up here recently
and had seen me, he had stopped off in Montreal on the way back to New
York and Mr, Andre Patry hed indicated thet the ides of svisit by
Quebec leaders to Tunisis might be revived, (I assume this conversation
must have teken place on August 2L, following a redeption in Ottawa for
me,) When he pressed me as to the purpose of my enaquiry, I said that
Mestiri was reported by Gsrnesu as saying that the Quebec government

had made an offer of $150,000 for a project to be selected by the
Tunisisns, Taieb Slim professed to know nothing sbout anything es

specific as this but baid he was prepared to make enquiries. I dissuazded
hin £from doing s0.

olie He did ssy at one or two points that he and the Tunisian
Tauthorities were aware that anything tht might be done by the Province of
Quebec would hsve to be %An agreement with the federal government,

Ae Jo PiCk .
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This morning, within my lasﬁ half hour in the office,
DISTRIBUTION Ambassador Slim telephoned from New York to again sg goodbye and to

Mre. Touchette

Mre McKinnon
(Legal)

Mre Dupuis .
.(Econ,)

Ext. 407A/8il.
{Admin, Services Div.)

reiterate that the Tunisian Government had no intention of negotiating
any agreement at any time with any Canadian province without first
going through Ottawa. They would keep us informed of any developments
that might occur as they had done, so he said, when they had invited
Gerln-L3301e to visit Tunisia,

24 ' He added that naturally they could not prevent visits
by provincial ministers and officials and I said that I understood ‘this™
very well, He assured me that we would be kept informed about any '
contacts they might have, He also implied that, with my presence in
Tunis, we would in any case know what was happening,

3e I do not know whether anything occurred between our
conversation of yesterday and today. This morning Slim did not say
that he had lad any communication with his own government or any contact

with Quebec officialss It may be that he has simply thought things

over during the intervening twenty-four hours and wanted to remove any /
anxieties that we might haves
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This morning, within my last helf hour in the office,
DISTRIBUTION Ambagsador Slim telephoned from New York to again sg goodbye and to
reiterate that the Tunisian Government had no intention of negotiating
any agreement at any time with any Cancdisn province without first
going through Ottswa, They would keep us informed of any developments
that might occur as they had done, so he said, when they had invited
Gerin-Lajoie to visit Tunisia,
2e 7 He added that naturally they could not prevent visits
by provineial ministers and officisls -end I said that I understood this
very well, He sssured me that we would be kept informed about any
contacts they might have, He also implied that, with my presence in
Tunis, we would in any case know what was happening,
Hr. Touchette 3. B I do not kfiow whether anything occurred between our
¥Mr, HMcKinnon conversation of yesterdsy and today, This morning Slim did not say
{legal) that he hadlell any communication with his owm goverrment or any contact
Mr, Dupuis /| with Quebec officials. It wmay be that ke hes simply thought things
{Econ,) over during the intervening twenty-four hours snd wanted to remove any
. : anxieties that we might have,.
| | W
Ext. 407D /Bil. 000014
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QUEBEC OFFER TO TUNISIA :
ACTING ON GARNEAUS INSTRUCTIONS I HAVE- JUST PHONED TO AHMED
JOUNAIS OF FOREIGN MINTSTRY(WHO IS“FHLLY AWARV’OF OFFER)TO SUGGEST
TUNISIANS DFLAY ANY CONSIDEQATION OF OUEPEC PROPOSAL UNTIL AFTER
ARRIVAL OF PICK WHO .1 ?XPLAINED UILL BE IN A POSITION T0 r‘IVE
TUNISIAQS COMPLETE OUOTE BRIEFINC JVOUOTE ON FEDEPAL GOVTS POSITION.
2.OUNAIS INDICATED HIS COﬂPLVTE AGPEEMENT ON BEHALF OF MINISTQY i
FOREIGN . AFFAIRS TO XEEP MATTVP IN OUOTE STATE OF SUSPENSION UNQUOTE.'
.IF_ANY EPLY HAS TO0 BE MADE BY TUNISIANS TO OUF EC HE STATED IT
- COULD BF OF- INTVRIM VATURV INDICATING THEY WERF STILL STUDYING
: PROPOSAL DUNAIS WILL ENSURE TUNISIANS CONCVRNED IN STUDYING
PROPOSAL. ARD AUARE OF OUR RVOUEST FOR DELAY AND ‘HIS AGREEMENT TO .
AWAIT DISCUSSIONS WITH PICK

ROBERTS
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Quebec Offer of Aid to Tunigia

We were informed a few days ago by Mr. Garneau, our Ambassador
in Berne who is as you know accredited to Tunisia, that he had been told
by the Secretary General of the Tunisian Ministry of Foreign Affairs that
the Quebec Government had made an offer of aid to the Tunisian Government
through the Tunisian Representative in New York, Taieb Slim. - The Quebec
Government has apparently indicated to Slim that they would be prepared
to make $150,000 available to Tunisia in the form of a grant to be used
for a project which the Tunisian authorities would suggest. Before taking
any action on the Quebec proposal, the Tunisian Government has indicated
to Garneau that it wanted to clear the whole matter with the Canadian
Federal Government.

2. You will recall that in a letter of March 9, 1966, which had
first been cleared with you-and the Prime Minister, the Under Secretary
of State for External Affairs suggested to Claude Morin a procedure for
dealing with future initiatives of the Quebec Government in the inter-
national field. In particular, Mr. Cadieux's letter stated clearly our
intention to consider in the future, as originating with the Quebec
Government, only those initiatives and activities which would be commu-
nicated to us through the intermediary of Mr. Morin as Chairman of the
Interdepartmental Commission on External Relations and to refer to him
for his comments all those initiatives and activities of Quebec in the
international field which were otherwise to be brought to our attention
before these initiatives were to be pursued in any way at the Federal
level. This procedure was suggested in an effort to curb independent
“initiatives of some Quebec ministers and officials in the field of
external relations. In his reply to Mr. Cadieux of March 17, 1966,
Claude Morin expressed his complete agreement with the procedure suggested.

3. There is a possibility that the Quebec offer to Tunisia may turn
out to be one of those independent initiatives by Quebec officials. In
the belief that it might be useful to find out the Source of the offer from
the Government of Quebec which has reportedly been made through Slim in
New York, &lfred Pick took occasion of a telephone call to Slim in New
York for the purpose of bidding farewell to raise with him informally the
matter of the Quebec offer to Tunisia. Slim professed to know nothing -
about anything as specific as an offer of $150,C00 having been made to

the Tunisian Government by the Quebec Government. However, it transpired
from conversation with Slim that he had met Andre Patry in Montreal on

(6.9, ;\'Z}US\ : | 'v | ) 000016
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August 24 after a visit to Cttawa and it would appear that Patry raised with
S1lim the -possibility of a visit to Tunisia by Quebec leaders. It is more
than likely that the offer of $150,000 in aid to Tunisia from the Quebec
Government was made on that occasion by Patry.

be In accordance with the procedure agreed upon between the Under-
Secretary of State for External Affairs and Mr. Morin last March, we would
like to suggest that it might be useful to discreetly clarify the situation
with him before proceeding any further with this matter. This could be done
informally on the telephone. It if turns out, as we are inclined to think,
that the offer was made by Patry without having been formally authorized and
approved-by the Quebec Government, then the matter would stop there and
Tunisian authorities could be informed accordingly. If, on the other hand,
the offer was made after having been formelly approved by the Quebec Government,
then it could be indicated to Morin that in accordance with the procedure
agreed upon last March, the fact that this offer has been made to Tunisia,
should be brought formally to the attention of the Under-Secretary of State
for External Affairs by Mr. Morin before it could be considered by the Federal
Government as originating with the Quebec Government. In such a case we could
await the receipt of Morin's letter before consideration is given to what
should be done by the Federal Government about Quebec's offer.

5. If you agree, Mr. McKinnon of our Legal Division could speak to
Claude Morin on the telephone informally along the above line. This course
of action has been suggested to Mr. Cadieux by telegram to London and he has
indicated his agreement subject to your concurrence.

el /4)57‘&‘ 9?2§/ et uyé{z/d%ZN
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE MINISTER [ . SEEN BY THE Miliis:

Quebec Offer of Aid to Tunisia

We were informed a few ddys ago by Mr. Garneau, our Ambassador
in Berne who is as you know accredited to Tunisia, that he had been told
by the Secretary General of the Tunisian Ministry of Foreign Affairs that
the Quebec Government had made an offer of aid to the Tunisian Government
through the Tunisian Representative in New York, Taieb Slim. The Quebec
Government has apparently indicated to Slim that they would be prepared

" to make $150,000 available to Tunisis in the form of a grant to be used
for a project which the Tunisian authorities would suggest. Before taking
any action on the Quebec proposal, the Tunisian Government has indicated

- t0 Garneau that it wanted to .clear the whole matter with the Canadian
Federal Governuent. '

2. You will recall that in a letter of March 9, 1966, which had
‘first been cleared with you and the Prime Minister, the Under Secretary
of State for External Affairs suggested to Claude lMorin a procedure for
dealing with future initiatives of the Quebec Government in the inter-
national field. In particulzr, Mr. Cadieux's letter stated clearly our
intention to consider in the future, as originating with the Quebec
Govermment, only those initiatives and activities which would be commu-~
.nicated to us through the intermediary of Mr. Morin as Chairman of the
Interdepartiental Commission on External Relations and to refer to him
for his comments all those initiatives and activities. of Quebec in .the
international field which were otherwise to be brought to our attention
before these initiatives were itc be pursued in any way at the Federal
level, This procedure was suggested in an effort to curb independent .
initiatives of some Quebec ministers and officials in the field of
external relations. In his reply to Mr. Cadieux of March 17, 1966,
Claude Morin expresced his COmplete agreeient with the procedure suggested.

3. There is a possibility that the Quebec offer to Tunisia may turn
out to be one of those independent initiatives by Quebec officials. In

‘the belief that it might be useful to find out the sowrce of the offer fromw
the Government of Quebec which has reportedly been made through Slim in = -
Wew York, Alfred Pick took occasion of a telephone call to Slim in New

York for the purpose of bidding farewell to raise with him informally the
matter of the Quebec offer to Tunisis. Slim professed to know nothing

about anything as specific as an offer of $150,000 having been made to

the Tunisien Government by the Quebec Government._ However, it transpzred
from conversation with Slim that he had met Andre Fatry in Montreal on

. | l | 3 o , :
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August 24 after a visit to Cttawe and it would appear that Patry raised with
Slim the pos‘ﬁbih't*r of & vizit to Tunisiz by Juebec leaders. It i3 more
than likely trat the offer of 7‘*U,00p in 2id to Tunisia from the Juebec
Government wag made by oralrve '

&

ure agreed upon between the Under-
and dr. Forin last March, we would
like to suggest that i to discreetly clarify the situation
~with him before nroce‘di 18 .ny ;J:bier with this matter., This could be done
informelly on the teleghone. It i turns out, as we are inclined to think,
that the offer was made by FPatry without having been formally authorized and
~approved by the Quebec Government, then the matter wonld stop there and
Tunisian authorities could be informed sccordingly. If, on the other hand,
the offer was made after nuvxnv been fﬂrTaLly aprproved by the Juebec Government,
then it could be indicated to liorin that in accordance with the procedure
agreed upon last larch, the fac* that tiiis offer has been made tc Tunisia,
should be brought formally to the sttention of the Under-Secretary of State
for External Affairs by Mr. Morin before it could be considered bv the Feders!
Government ‘as originating with the Quebec Government. In such a case we could
await the receipt of Morin's letter before consideration is given to what

" should be done by the Federal Government about Quebec's offer.

Lo In =ceco I‘d(?
Secretary of State foz

5 If you agree, Fr. McKinnon of our Legal Division could speak to
Claude Morin on the telephone informally along the above line. This course
of action has been suggested to lir. Cadieux by telegram to London and he has
indicated his agreement subject to your concurrence.
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FParli. Bec,
Po 'ﬁ' L. Di’\r.

We wore informed & fev days afo by Hr. Garnsau, our inbasssdor
4n Berns who is as you koow acaredited to Tundsia, mtmmmm
by the Secretary General of the Tunisian Niniotyy of Porelgs Affaire that
the@mbeﬁ&vm@mﬁkaﬁmﬂaw@ffuafaid%mmw
- through tho Tunisisn Representetive in New Yok, Talel Siims The Quﬂbtu
Govermrent hes apparently indicated to S1ilm that they would be
to make $150,000 availeble to Tunisia in the form of & grant to be usn&
for & projsct shich the Tunisian euthorities would suggest. Before taking
any action on the Quebss propossl, the Tunisian Govéromont bas indlosted
wﬁamm%atitmﬁﬁmmwemlemtﬁarﬁthmm

. Pederal Govermment.

"2 Ymﬁumnthatiaalemerafm&mﬁﬁpmm
first beon clesred with you and the Prime ﬁinia@esu $hip ! » Seapetary

of 3tate for Externsl Affairs suggest 2aude Hoyin. 8-@@030&&30 for
denling with future initistives of tho Quebes Govarmment in the inter-
national field. Im particulsr, Hr. Cadicux's lstter stated clesrly our
intention to consider in the future, 88 originsting vith the Quebec
Government, oaly those initistives and activities whieh wonld be oorame
niented to us through the intermedizry of Hr. Horiu 2e Dholrman of the
Interdepartzantsl Gommisaion op Bxternsl Relstions and to refor fo him

for his emments all those initistives and activitios of Quebes in the
international f£ield which were otherwise to be brought to cur attentisn
before these initiatives wers to bo purszed in any way st the thezal
levels Thls procedure was suggesied in an offort to eurd

initistivos of some Quobee ministers and offieials in the fleld of
external relations. In his reply to Hr. Cedisux of Mereh 17, 1965,

Clande Morin expressed his complete agreoment with the procedure sugpestoed.

3 Thera is a possibility that the Quobos 0ffhr to Tunisia may turn
cut to be oms of thoss independent initistives by Quebes officiale. In
the belief that it might be useful to find out the gourse of the offer from
the Govermment of Quebse which has rsportedly been made through 8lin in
Hew York, Alfred FPiek took occasion of s telephone ¢oll to 3iim in Hew
York for,the purpose of bldding farewsll to raise with hin informally the
matter of the Qusbee offer to Tumiazie., Siizm professed to kanow nothing
about anything as speeific as en offer of §150,000 having deen mede %0
“$he Tunision Government by the Quodes Govervment. However, 1t tranapired
from aanveraat_an with 81im that hs had wmet Audye Patyy iIn Montresl on

L2 _.2
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August 24 after a visit to Ottawve and it wuld sppear tmnmmmmm L
S1in the poseibilidy of a visit to Twnisia by Quebes lsalders. It is more e
than likely that the offer of §150,000 in aid to Tunisia frm the Qulﬁte ..
Gavermmant wae m&e on thet scossion by Patry.

du In ascgordunce with the procsdurs agread upon between the Unders
Seorctary of State for Externsl Affairs snd Mr. Hovin last Maréh, wo would
like to sugrest the$ it might do useful to discrestly elerify the situstion
with him befors proseeding any further with this matter. This could be done
informally on the talephons. It if turns out, wmmm&lm&h&m,
that tho effer was mede by Patry vithouwd baving bsen formslly suthorized and
epproved by the Gucboe Government; then the matier would stop there aaﬂ
tunisian authorities could be iaformed acsordingly. If, on the other hand, »
the offor was made afier heving boon forsally approved hy the Quebso Gammt;
then it eould be jndicated to Morin tha® in ascordsnce with the prosodure -
sgreod upon last Marsh, the fact thet this offer has been mﬁa 4o Tunisis, -
should be brought fornelly to the atiention of the Undew-Secretary of State .
for Externsl Affalrs by Mr. Morin before it could be mm by the Federsl
flovernmant 68 originsting with the Quebes Governments Im guch & éuse we could

awalt the redeipt of Horiats lstter before considerntion is given to what

ghouid be done Ly the Federnl Goverment a‘wab Quobec's offere

Se If you agroe, Mr. McKlmmon of oar Legsl Divieian sould spesk to
Glonde Morin on ths telephons informally along %keshmmg Thie cource
of action has been suggested to Hr. Cadisux by telegraw to London end he has
jndlcabed hio agroemont sudject o yuur concurrences -

Lt L i

o s et

H. Go
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MEMORANDUM FOR TiB MIMISTER ‘M" _

QJuebec Offer of Aid to Tunisgia

: We were informed a few days ego by lr. Garneau, our Ambassador
in Berne who is as you know accredited to Tunisia, that he had been told
by the Secretary General of the Tunisien Ministry of Foreign Affairs that
the Quebac Govevnment had made an offer of aid to the Tunisian Government
through the Tunisian Representative in ¥ew York, Taieb Slim.  The Quebec
Government has apparently indicated to Slim that they would be prepared
to make $150,000 available to Tunisia in the form of a grant to be used
for a project which the Tunisian authorities would suggest. Before taking
any action on the Quebec proposal, the Tunisian Government has indicated
to Garneau that it wanted to clear the whole matter with the Canadlan
Federal Govermment.

2. You will recall that in a2 letter of March 9, 1966, which hed
first been cleared with you and the Prime Minister, the Under Secretary
of State for External Affairs suggested to Claude Morin a procedure for
dealing with future initiatives of the Quebec Government in the inter-
national field. In particular, Fr. Cadieux's letter stated clearly our
intention to consider in the future, as originating with the Quebec

' Government, only those initiatives and activities which would be commu-
nicated to us through the intermediary of lir. Morin as Chairman of the
Interdepart:iental Cormission on External Relations and to refer to him
for his comments all those initiatives and activities of Quebac in the
international field which were otherwise to be brought to our attention
before these initiatives were to be rursued in any way at the Federal
level, This procedure was sugrested in an effort to ocurb independent
initiatives of some Quebse minlsters and officials in the field of
externel relations. In his reply to Mr. Cadieux of March 17, 1966,
Ciaude Morin expresced his completé agreement with the procedure suggestel.

3. ~ There is a possibillty that the Quebec offer to Tunisia may turn
out to be one of those independent initiatives by Quebec offjicials. In

the belief that it might be useful to find out the souree of the offer from
the Govermment of Quebec which has regortedly been made through Slim in
New York, Alfred Fick took occaszion of a telephone call to Slim in New
York for the purpese of bidding farewell to raise with him informally the
matter of the Quebec offer to Tunisis. Slim professed to know nothing
about anything as specific as an offer of $150,000 having been made to

the Tunisiean Govarnment by the Quebec Government. However, it transpired
from conversation with Slim that he had met Andre Patry in Montreal on

. - . o A | {\N\: ....2
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world appear that Patry reised siin

August 24 after a visit to (b

31im the possibitit - of & ovis i by uebee leaders. It is more
ther Likely that : Tor ol

Governneant was ale g Shat oo

Lo In nceordaisce vith the roceduwre apreed upon between the Under-

Sacretary of State for External XA
like to suggest © ut it wishi be useiml Lo discreetly clarify the situation
g .r with this matter. This could be done
inforielly on the iel~ hone, It il turus out, as we are inclined to think,
that the offer wes nade by Yatry wiliout naving been formally authorized uad

iita

" aporoved by the Juebec Govermient, Uen the matter wouléd stop there and

Tunisien anthorities eruld be inforoed accordingly. If, on the other hrand,
tre offer was mzde oa”ter naving been Toruslly azproved by the Quebec Govararent,
then it could be indicated to icrin that in accordance with the procedure
agreed upon last r‘arch, the fact that %:is offer has been made tc Tunisia,
should be brought formally to the afttention of the Under-Secretery of Statie
for External Affairs by lr. Morin before it could be considered by the Federct®

2

Government as originating with the Jucbec Governmenti, In such & case we coulx
awalt the receipt of Morin's letter before consideration is given to what
should be done by the Federal Governnent about Quebec's offer.

5. It xgu_agsie, Mr. McKinnon of our Legal Division could speak to
Claude Morin on the telephone informally elong the above line., This course

of action has been suggested to 'ir. Cadieux by telegram to London and he hns
indicated his agreement subject to your concurrence.
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PAGE fw9»327 SECRET
QUEBEC. MASSE AVAIT 4JOUTE QUE QUEBEC D ESIRAIT'Avoié UN CONTROLE
DIRECT SUR LES ENSEICNANTQ-AVFECTES AUX PROJETS DA IDE EKTERIEURE.
WESTIRI PROFITA DE CETTE DECLARATION. DE MASSE POUR REAFFIRNER LA
POSITION 1UNIbIENNV ET DECLARER QUE TOUTE FORMNE DA IDE CANADIENNE
DOIT RECEVOIR AU PRVALABLE LAPPROBATION voquwA ET POUVOIR SINSCRIRE.
DANS LE CADRE LENTENTE CANADO-TUNISIENNE EN MATIERE DAIDE EXTER--
IEURE AVANT DETRE ACCEPTEE PAR LA TUNISIE.CHANDLER ME DIT QUAPRES
CETTE DECLARATION IaSSE ESQUISSA UN LEGER WOUVEMENT DE RETRAITE ET
PRETENDIT QUE SIL AVAIT PARLE DE CONTROLE SUR LES FNSEIGGANTS |
CETAIT UNIQUEMENT POUR DES RATSORS ADMLWIST?ATLV_S CHANDLER CONCLUT
QUE LES TUNISIENS SONT GUILLEMETS PARFAITEMENT AU COURANT DE NOTPE
POIMT DE VUE ET QUILS FONT LEUR POSSIBLE OUR NOUS INFORMER DE
LEURS CONVERSATIONS AVEC LES REPRESENTANTS DUE QUEBEC PRINCIPALE-
MENT EN AYANT SOIN DE NOGS'INVITER A ETQE-PR SENTS IS CHACJNE DES
REUNIONS QUILS PEUVE NT AVOIR AVEC EUX. FIN GLILLEMELS. |
4.CE QUE CHANDLER«RAPPO RTE NE SEWSLE ABSOLUMENT CONFORNF AUX
ENGAGENENT QUE BOURGUIBA JUNIOR,SECRETAIRE DETAT AUX AFFAIRES
ETRANGERES,MESTIRI ET KHELIL ONT PRIS VISéA{v;s DE MOI QUAND
JETAIS & TUNIS 1L Y A UNE DIZAINE DE JOURS.JE DOIS DIRE AUSSI QUE,
WE FONDANT SUR LE RAPPORT DF*CHANDLER,JE coNsiDERE QUE LES TUNIS-
ENS SE SONT CONDUITS AUSSI hABTLEiENT ET LOY&LFﬁFNT “QUE POSSIBLE
VEC LE GROUPE VENANT DE QUEBEC. o
5.PAR EXEMPLE,LE FAIT QUE. CE SQIT LE SECRETAIRE-GENERAL WESTIRI
ET NON PAS LE SECRETAIRE DETAT AUX AFFAIRES ESTRANGERES QUI A -
cedd
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RECU MASSE A DINER ALORS QU“ LOPSuUE JV vous RVPRVSENTAIQ A TUNIS -
CEST BOURGUIBA JUNIOR LUI- HEME AVEC LA PARTICIPATIOA DE DEUX AUTRES
MINISTRES DU CABINET QUE Ma RE CU,iNDIQUE CLAIREMENT QUE LES TUNI-
IENS VEU’ENL ETABLIR NETTENENT LA PRIORITE DES DROITS DU bOUVEka-
MENT CANADIEN DANS LES ochszows ou LS ONT A TPAITLR AVEC UN

POUVERNEMENT DE PPOVINCE.,; '~=

6. DE PLUS, JE CONSIDERE" QUE LA DECLA ATiomwﬁsg?%Qt e

A DECLARATIOV rITF PAR MESTIRI EN

pRLSENCE DE CHANDLLR A LLABLI UQE DOCTRINE EL FIXE UWE PROChDURV

QUE TOUS LES PARTICIPANTS Al DIIER OMT DU LbALLFEVL BIEN COMPR E->

 NDRE FT QUI VONT FNTIERLMENL DANS LE SEN9 DL CE QUE NOUS VOULIONS.

7. JE SUIS CEPENDANT UN PLU PERPLLYV DAPPRLQDRE QLE LA VISITL DL
MASSE ET SON GROUPE A - TU\YIc A EL LLEU IMWEDLATEMhNi APRES Ma |
DFRNIERE VIDITE La-BAS ET DHELQUFS JOUPS AVANT LARRIVLR DE PICY.

ON CROIRAIT QUF MASSE uUhTT@IT UERPIVRr LA PORTF EN ATTENDANI @UE
LA PLACEV SOIT VIDE. LA COINCIDENCE EST TELLEl QUON PEUT VRAI SEMBLA-

-‘BYEVFNT PE NSLR A UN. RESEAU {RLS'LFFICACF DINFORWATION QUI EXIST-

E?AIT EVTRh TUNIS ET QUEBEC ET @ u1 AURAIT DON CENARE A PARIS,
PROBABLEMENT A La bELLGATLON DAdT?L PART,“Ql-? _
ANDRE PATRY,NOUVEAU CHEF- DU PROTOCOLE DU GOUVE :NEMENT DE QUEBEC

ET QuI A FAIT UNE VISITE A TUNIS IL Y AA PLU PRES .UN AN, PEUT

AVOIR EU QUELQUE CHOSE A FAIRE DANS La VISITE DE MASSE A TUNIS.'
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SUB/SYJ  QUEBEC OFFER OF AID TO TUNISIA

DISTRIBUTION

PLEASE TAKE EARLY OPPORTUNITY TO CONVEY AGAIN TO MESTIRI OUR

APPRECTIATION FOR MANNER IN WHICH THEY HAVE BEEN CONSULTING WITH Us -

ABOUT OFFER OF AID WHICH HAs BEEN MADE 70 TUNISIAN GOVT BY QUEBEC.
AT THE SAME TIME YOU SHOULD INDICATE THAT QUEBEC PROPOSAL IS UNDER
CAREFUL STUDY BY APPROPRIATE AUTHORITIES IN CBA AND THAT WE HOPE TO BE
IN A POSITION TO PROVIDE TUNISIAN AUTHORITIES WITH CONSIDERED VIEWS OF.

CDN GOVT ON THE OFFER IN NOT RPT NOT TOO DISTANT FUTURE. IN THE

MEANTIME, WE WOULD BE GRATEFUL IF TUNISIAN AUTHORITIES WERE TO CONTINUE

T0 KEEP MATTER IN QUOTE STATE OF SUSPENSION UNGUOTE. WE NOTE WITH
APPRECTATION THAT TUNISIAN AUTHORITIES WILL CONTINUE TO TAKE POSITION
THAT THEY ARE STILL STUDYING PROPOSAL SHOULD THEY FEEL THAT THEY HAVE
TO MAKE INTERIM REPLY TO QUEBEC BEWORE THEY AKE PROVIDED WITH OUR
CONSIDERED VIEWS ON THE OFFER.. HOWEVER, IF THEY PREFER, WE WOULD SEE
NO RPT NO OBJECTION TO THEIR INDICATING TO GUEBEC IN RESPONSE TO

ENQUIRY THAT THEY ARE COI‘ISU’LTING WITH -US ABOUT THE MATTER.
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successful in dissuading any other government from accepting offers

of aid which might eventually be made to them by the Government of
Quebec, This having been said, however, it is obviocus that a certain
amount of internal friction between the Federal and Quebec Governments
will be created by the offers every time they are made if satisfactary
arrangements camat be worked out soon with the Quebec authorities to
allow for their participation in an appropriate manner in our Externsal
Aid programme., You will, I am sure, agree that this type of arrange-
ment will eventually provide the only long term satisfactory solution
to this recurrent problem in our relations with the Quebec authorities,.

Le As you know, the subject of possible arrangements with the
provinces in the field of external aid is one of the questions which
has been entrusted by the Cabinet Committee on Federal-Provincial
Relations to a sub-committee for study. I understand that this sub-
committee is giving very urgent consideration to this matter and it
is hoped that concrete recommendations in this regard will be made to
the Cabinet Committee on Federal-Provincial Relations in the near future.
In the meantime, I thought that we should provide the Tunisian authori-
ties with an interim reply to their request for our views on the of fer
which has been made to them by the Quebec Government. If you agree,

-~ attached for yourm;:,e;.ease is a telegram of instructiens to our Ambassada
&n Tunisia,
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_ Qnebec Offer of Aid to ﬁg [t ‘ cv
- ' : You will recall tha.t in the attached mme ;M V.7 /9%

1966, 1 brought to your attention the fact that an offer of aid had W‘Ap
reportedly been made by the Quebec Government to the Tunisian Governs

ment and suggested that this matter might be explored informally with

Mr. Claude Morin before consideration were given to what should be dona : "‘b@
by the Federal Government about this offer by Quebec,

2. Mr, McKinnon has had occasion to raise this matter with Mr,
Morin informally & few days ago. Mr. Morin confirmed that the offer
made to Tunisia as reported by our Ambassador in Berne had indeed been
made by the Quebec Government with the priar approval of the Quebes:
Cabinet. When queried about the reason why Mr. Morin had not sgeen fit
to inform the Federal Government of this Quebec initiative through the
channel which had been agreed upan last March, Mr. Morin gave Mr,
McKinnon to understand that he had been under specific ifistructions
from the Quebec Government not to do so in this case, It transpired
from McKinnont's conversation with Morin that the Quebec Government
decision to make this offer to Tunisia and not to inform ue about it

was taken as a direct result of what the Quebec Govermment considers -
as a failure on our part to respond to the proposal made by Mr. Lesage
in letters to you and to the Prime Minister concerning possible arrang
ments with the provinces in the field of external aid. The Quebec
Government has apparently interpreted the fact that we had not yet made
to them concrete proposals in reply to Mr, lesaget!s suggestion as an
indication that we were not interested in such arrangemsnts, The Quebec
authorities have therefore reached the conclusion that if they could not
participate in our external aid programme they would at lsast attempt to
have an aid programme of their own. On the other hand, it would appear
from the McKinnon-Morin conversaticn that the Quebec authorities might
possibly be convinced to abandon their independent initiative in the
field of external aid if they were allowed to participate in our external
aid programme through the type of a.rrangements which were proposed by Mr.
Lesage earlier this year,

3. Given the Tunis:,a.n authoritiest reaction to the Quebec offer,
" there is no doubt that we could in this case easily persuade them that

it would be in their best interest to decline the offer which has been

made to them by the Quebec Government, We would undoubtedly also be
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successful in dissuading any other government from accepting offers

of aid which might eventually be made to them by the Government of
Quebec, This having been said, however, it is obvious that a certain
amount of internal friction between the Federal and Quebec Governments
will be created by the offers every time they are made if satisfactary
arrangements camnot be worked out soon with the Quebec authorities to
allow for their participation in an appropriate manner in our External
Aid programme. You will, I am sure, agree that this type of arrange-
ment will eventually provide the only long term satisfactory solution
to this recurrent problem in our relations with the Quebec authorities, -

Le As you know, the subject of possible arrangements with the
provinces in the field of external aid is one of the questions which

has been entrusted by the Cabinet Committee on Federal~Provincial
Relations to a sub-committee for study. I understand that this sub-
comnittee is giving very urgent consideration to this matter and it

is hoped that concrete recommendations in this regard will be made to
the Cabinet Committee on Federal-Provincial Relations in the near future.
In the meantime, I thought that we should provide the Tunisian authori-
ties with an interim reply to their request for our views on the of fer
which has been made to them by the Quebec Government. If you agree,

- attached‘for yqugﬁggégasg is a telegram of instructions.to our Ambassadar
&9 Tunisia, ’
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QLuebec Offer of Aid t%wn'{ ia 7 Frrriaegies & ,«
- You will recall that in the attache& memora.ndum é Sep%eﬁexﬂié W&&“

1966, I brought to your attention the fact that an offer of aid had peee/—~de
reportedly been made by the Quebec Government to the Tunisian Govern e,
ment and suggested that this matter might be explored informally with

Mr. Claude Morin before consideration were given to what should be done ’L@
by the Federal Government about this offer by Quebec, '

2  Mr..McKinnon has had occasion to raise this matter with Mr,
Morin informally a few days ago. - Mr. Morin confirmed that the offer
made to Tunisia as reported by our Ambassador in Berne had indeed been
made by the Quebec Government with the priar approval of the Quebec:
Cabinet. Vhen queried about the reason why Mr. Morin had not seen fit
to inform the Federal Government of this Quebec initiative through the
channel which had been agreed upon last March, Mr. Morin gave Mr,
.McKinnon to understand that he had been under specific instructions
from the Quebec Government not to do so in this case, - It transpired
from McKinnon'!s conversation with Morin that the Quebec Government
decision to make this offer to Tunisia and not to inform us about it
was taken as a direct result of what the Quebec Government considers
as a failure on our part to respond to the proposal made by Mr, Lesage
. in letters to you and to the Prime Minister concerning possible arrange-
. nments with the provinces in the field of external aid. The Quebec
£ Government has apparently interpreted the fact that we had not yet made
\(\ to them concrete proposals in reply to Mr. Lesage!s suggestion as an
indication that we were not interested in such arrangements. The Quebec
authorities have therefore reached the conclusion that if they could not
participate in our external aid programme they would at least attempt to
have an aid programme of their own. On the other hand, it would: appear
from the McKinnon-Morin conversation that the Quebec authorities might
possibly be convinced to abandon their independent initiative in the
- field of external aid if they were allowed to participate in our external
aid programme through the type of arrangements which were proposed by Mr,
Lesage earlier this year,

3 Given the Tunisian authorities?® reaction to the Quebec offer,
there is no doubt that we could in this .case easily persuade them that
it would be in their best interest to decline the offer which has been
made to them by the Quebec Government. We would undoubtedly also be
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Fi TUNIS OCTi9/66 GONFD Tf |
TO TT EXTERNL 49 PRIORITY DE PARIS
REF YOURTEL 867 1—766 oL
QUEBEC OFFER OF a1h TO TUNISIA

YOUR RLFTEL MARKED IMMED WITH NO RPT . NO DATE WAS RECEIVED OCT18
THROUOH bRIT EMB WE HAVE HAD MANUAL CYPHER AVAILABLE SINCL O0CT1

AND CONSIDER SUCH VSGS SHOULD NOT RPT- NOT PASS THROUuH‘BRITS.

2.1 Al ALSO PLRPLEXED BY SUBSTANCE ALL WE KNOW IS THAT OUEBEC

MADE 8. GENLRAL OFFER OF PERHAPS" DOLLARS(SS @@O?)FOR A PROJECT TO

BE SELECTED BY TUNISIANS, AFTER PASSAGE OoF SOME WEEKS IT IS AWKWAPD?) -
TO SAY THAT OUOTE PROPOSAL UNQUOTE IS UNDER CAREFUL STUDY AND WE
HOPE TO CONVEY CONSIDERED VIEW LATER , I' THINK WE HAVE SITUATION IN'T
HAND., SEL BERN IEL32O SEP14 AND OF SEP19 NUMBFR NOT RPT NOT

KNOWN HERE AND MY LET TO WLRSHOF oF SVP27 NEVPRTHLLESS WILL MENTIOV
MATTERS TO WLSTIRI OR KHELIL AT EARLIVST CONVLNIENT OPPORTUNITY.
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QUEBEC MADE A GENERAL OFFE‘ R OF-_;PERHAPS $150,o"‘o' FOR_A ROJ'ECT

OF SEP 270 NEVERTHELESS WILL MENTION MAT'I_‘ER '1‘0 MESTIRI
oa GHELIL AT EARLY CONVENIENT .OPPORTUNI‘IYQ
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ONFIDENTIAL

k)

. AMBASSADE DU CANA

BOPI 606, TuniSo o et

October 2], 1966 i?dkaU/%
PRl

- CANADIAN EMBASSY

Dear Max, g Doyt
M@’r w“f@(ﬂ%@e

_ attached telegram through the British Embassy concerning the

On the morning of October 18 we received the

Quebec offer of aid to Tunisia. This you will note is numbered
L1766 but carried no date. I was puzzled by the continued

use of the British channel éince, as the Department knows,

we have been in a position to use book cyphers since

October 1st. The substance of the telegram also seemed to

be very dated.to meo |

I therefore:sent the Department my telegram
Nou 49 of October 19th. I am attaching a copy of this since
experience in Ottawa has taught me that somé_times strange
things can happen to a télegram in the COMCENTRE when the
telegram raises a polnt concernlng communlcatlons as well as
a matter of substanceo

Yours sincerely,

b&ro M.o He WerShOf,
Assistant Under-Secretary of State,
Department of External Affairs,
Ottawae

000034
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 MEMORANDUM FOR ECONOMIC DIVISTON = - . zw—w/-g._w@g‘g;;w
- -Quebec Initiatives'in*thefAid‘Field A |

- " The Under- Secretary was told. by Father Levesque ona -
.strlctly confidential. basis, that the Quebec authorities w1ll probably

be making a further effort to assert themselves in the aid field by - -
trying to conclude arrangements direct with certain states rather

- than proceeding in terms of the arrangements suggested by the federal
government. Apparently the two most likely candidates at this time

are Rwanda and_Senegal with the.former being in the front rank on N
‘the grounds first that it is somewhat removed from the French orbit | '7f2
and second that it is a country with which the federal government
already has .an established aid programme.,;

2 . The Under- Secretary thought ‘that you and the External Aid
Office would wish to have a careful  look at our aid programmes and
commitments in light of the Iiklihood of African countries being
approached direct by Quebec, It-would also be 1mportant for federal, j¢
officials to appreciate fully the constitutional issues involved in LA
any form of direct agreement between Quebec and foreign states, '
however harmless it mlght appear at first glance, and for all
concerned in the federal government to assist ‘as far as pos51ble in -
guarding against the conclu51on of such agreements '

' 3 . I should be grateful 1f you could arrange to have a copy of
this memorandum passed to the External Ald Offlce. L

Mg .;b
cc: African and Mlddle Eastern D1V1S1on

‘External Aid Office
Mr. Gotlieb (o/r)

,-_Ltf&i bhdhw~ (ZﬂLyznnuﬁj)
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CONFIDENTIAL

August 28, 1967

'f‘ MEMORANDUM FOR ECONOMIC DIVISION

Quebec Initlatlves in the Aid F181d

' The Under-Secretary was told by Father L evesque on'a
strlctly confidential basis, that the Quebec authorltles w1ll probably
‘be making a further effort to assert themselves in the aid field by
trying to conclude arrangements direct with certain states rather
- than praceeding in terms of the . arrangements suggested by the federal .
. government . Apparently the two most likely candidates at this time

are Rwanda and4Senegal with the former being in the front rank on
the grounds first ‘that it is somewhat removed from the French orbit
and second that it is a country with which the federal government
already has an establlshed aid programme. .

?” o The Under-Secretary thought that you and the External Aid
-0ffice would wish to have a careful look at our aid programmes and
~commitments in light of the liklihood of African countries being
‘approached direct by Quebec. It would also be important for federal
+offieials to appreclate fully the constitutional issues involved in
‘any ;form of direct agreement between Quebec and foreign states,
“however harmless it might appear at first glance, and for all
_coficerned in theé federal %overnment to assist as far as pos31ble in
guarding against the conclusion of such agreements._ :

'3“ I -should be grateful if you could arrange to have a copy of
this memorandum passed to the External A1d Offlce. _

1§§: Afrlcan and Middle Eastern Division
External Aid Office -
' Mr. Gotlieb {o/r)

[/lt’»t bml»w (a& fmmi)
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