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Ottawa, 2, Auguath, 1966° :

."’Tm:. MINIQTER

) This meumrandmn rei‘era to Ind:.a,n Affairs Branch agreement. with the Sioux

2 Narrows Catholic School Board operating the Sioux Narrows Seperate School: -

known a8 the Father Moss School; ‘the subject of the editorial ent::bled R
"Ferron?'s i‘ight“ in the August 10 iesue of the Globe and Mail ST

o The Branch entered into &n agreemmt with the Board in 1962 cont.mbuting
. ¥ifty per cent of ‘the' cost. of a $190,016 echool of five classrooms: .In

1964, the school was expanded by two classrooms at & cost of $58,000 of

which the Branch again paid fifty per’cent, . Our’ total capital inveetment -

-in this school is $124,008 for which the- Brench has purchased accommodation -

.. for 115 Indisn students in Grades I to X. . For the school year 1965-66, -

the Brench paid a tuition fee of $40 a month for 88 pupils in ‘the. elementary
grades and $70 a month for. 25 pupils in ‘the high ‘s¢hool grades. There

were 27 Indian pupils boarding in a hostel opérated by the Board at a per -

capita charge of $105 per month, Noon' lunches were; provided at ‘the school

. .for ‘the day pupils at a. cost of l;l centa per meala. .

' 'Ihe Indian children attending the I‘ather Loss School are drawn from t.h ’J\\
Sabaskong and Whitefish Bay Reserves ‘where thé Branch operates schools for j
childiren in Grades I to Ve . Thera are now on],y three olaasrooms Operating

‘on these two reservea. P S e -

. From an educational sta.ndpo:int, the Father Moss School has Operated very
“effectively and has contributed & great deal to the ‘educational advance- e
-ment of the. Indian.children in the érea, " The Board has been able to '~
“attract a competent teaching -staff,’ sympathetlc opards Indian children and
_the ‘school program has been orga.nized to provide as many services as - . - - ..
.. possible for Indian chlldren. .The fees paid to the Board are based on i

. operating costs presented in a i‘mancial statement by a firm of charterad s
accountents, We are not involved in any of the financial difficulties .. -

Father Ferron appears to have gotten himself :into wi‘bh the provincial Depart-
ment of Education. v o o ‘ ,

Lriginat ‘ic*xed by

Va £ smw‘ 3

R F. Battle, L
.+ Assistant Deputy Minist.er, e T
. (Indian Affaira). L

TR~ . - N
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INDIAN AFFAIRS BRANCH

PAYMENT VOUCHER

PAY TO: THE ROMAN CATHOLIC SEPARATE SCHOOL IXPROVEMENT
DISTRICT OF SIOUX NARROWS

Aobress:  Return cheque to Hiss S. Trappitt,

Room 6654, .
2-0215 SPECIAL
INVOICE NO. DATE SERVICE AMOUNT
9-2-67 Payment in £ull re contribution towards
: : septic tank, Pathor Moss School, approved
o by Asst. Deputy Minister, Dec. 22, 1566, $6,268.71
|
FILE NO. 129/?5'11‘136(E1*) PURCHASE ORbER NO.
Vo‘;‘%’:‘ER ?:Fé;o%gé R:B:E_ig‘z- ALLOTMENT Aciluvsn'v OBSJUEBCT AMOUNT CR| BATCH NO.
879 131 350 2239 5299 6,268 |71

Requisitioned pursuant to Section 31 of the Financial Administration Act; and | Certified pursuant to Section 32 of the Financial Administration Act. No item of
?\p roved for paxment subject to certification under Section 32 ofthe Financial | this account has been previously certified,
‘ ministration Act.

DATE AUTHORIZED OFFICER DATE AUTHORIZED OFFICER

|
|
I: G267
|

® FOR TREASURY USE ONLY e
AUDITED APPROVED CHEQUE NO.

FILE NO.
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| MEMORANDUM - CRsSCATION
‘*Jﬁssistant Deputy Minister YOUR FILE No.
(;[ndian %t/airs) Votre dossier
OUR FILE No
. Notre dossier

129/25-11-1°6(Eh)
FROM DATE
De Director, Education Services
FOLD February 8 ’ 19679

SUBJECT
Sujet Father Moss Joint Sechool,
Kenora Agency, Ontario

Attached for your signature are five copies of a Memorandum of
Agreement covering a deparitmental contribution of $6,268,71
towards the provision of a septic tank at the Father Moss School.
This expenditure was approved by you in memorandum dated December
22nd, 1966,

Vot
/ %, ve

/ Attach.
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3235
L 4
Fm.NDUM OF AGREEMENT MADE THIS 8th DAY OF February 196 7
" BEIWEEN :
HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN in right of Canada
represented herein by the Minister of
Indian Affairs and Northern Development,
hereinafter called "the Minister®
OF THE FIRST PART
AND

THE ROMAN CATHOLIC SEPARATE SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT
DISTRICT OF SIOUX NARROWS, in the Province of
Ontario, hereinafter called "the Board"

OF THE SECOND PART

WHEREAS the Roman Catholic Separate School Improvement
District of Sioux Narrows (formerly known as the Sioux Narrows Board of
Catholic School Trustees) in the Province of Ontario, has agreed in
Memorandum of Agreement dated March 16th, 1964, to supply classroom
accommodation necessary for the education of Indian children and to
accept Indian children for enrolment in the Father Moss School.,

AND WHEREAS the Board has carried out construction of a
septic tank to meet the requirements of the Northwestern Health Unit,
at a cost of $9,297.41, and the Minister has agreed to pay 89/132 of the
amount of this improvement, or $6,268471.

AND WHEREAS the Minister shall pay to the Board the sum
of $6,268.71 upon the execution of this agreements.

THIS MEMORANDUM is to be read with and attached to the
Memorandum of Agreement dated March 16th, 1964,

IN WITNESS WHEREQOF the parties hereto have hereunto set
their hand and seal and corporate seal respectively, the day and year
first above written.

) I € 7@@@4

.l."..'......'...l'.' 20000000000 RDOSPNOIIITS G000 OROPBOOOBEDPNGGPINORBROIICIIRBRIRNINCOIPSBOIOIOEOIINNNANIOTE

Witngss Assistant Deputy Minister (Indian Affairs)

Witness Board Chairman

..

o o ¢ 0 n o . o 0 e o0 e

Secretary-Treasurer.

e
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| Assistant Deputy Minister
(Indian Affairs{

129/25-11-136(E))

Director, Educabtion Services
February 8, 1967,

Father Moss Joint School,
Kenora Agency, Ontario

Attached for your signature are five copies of a Memorandum of
Agreement covering a departmental contribution of $6,268.71
towards the provision of a septic tank at the Father Moss School,

This expenditure was approved by you in memorandum dated Decenbef

-
DRIGINAL $1CE3s 95

p. DEZIEL

ReF. Davey,

Attach,

TRAPPITT/
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NOTE: This slip to be used for passing correspondence when
the main file is charged out or is not required, and
must not be removed but will be attached to the main
file as soon as possible.

SLIP NO. FILE NO.

29/ 2T S P,

SUBJECT OF FILE

—
MAIN FILE ON CHARGE TO 4,3 § -7 ’"67
REFERENCE DISPOSAL
PA

REFERRED or

T0 BY REMARKS DATE ar BY DATE FOR C.R. USE

—~

&0\ F 25 72 %7

NOTE: If action cannot be taken without the file, plea'le make statement to that effect and return paper to Central Reglstry.

17 000425
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. ’,.‘"p o ?/0 | MEMORANDUM CLASSIFICATION
R 9% | |

oy

Indian Affairs Branch, Ottawa, YOUR FILE No.

Attn: Director, BEducation Division . Vm
129/25-11-136 (E.10)

QUR~FIEE=No.
. . Notre dossier

431/25-11~136 (E)

FROM DATE
De  Superintendent of Schools, Toronto 5 Feb 67
ebruary

FoLD

SUBJECT
Suviet Memorandum of Agreement - Septic Field - Father Moss School

We attach hereto five copies of Memorandum of Agreement, duly signed by
by representatives of the Sioux Narrows Separate School Board, for signature
of Branch representatives,

We also attach a copy of memorandum from the District Bchool Superintendent,
Kenora, in which he outlines the procedure now followed with respect to
this particular school board.

We trust that when the attached Memorandum of Agreement has been signed
by Headquarters representatives, cheque will issue.

¢.c. District School Superintendent, Kenora

000426
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. . .
.

R¥®onal Superintendent of Schools,

Toronto, Ontario. 431/25-11-136 (E)
431/25-11-136
Distriet School Superintendent, Jan, 25, 1967,

Kenora, Ontario.

Memorandum of Agreement - Septic Field, Father Moss School

Enclosed please find five copies of Agreement indicated above,

These were forwarded by this office to Mr. Alex Beaudreau, at Departmeni
of Municipal Affairs, Room 5, 22 Cumberland Street, Port Arthur, Ontario.

He, in turn, forwarded them to the Separate School Board at Sioux Narrows
for signature by the board chairman and the secretary-tireasurer,

%

P. Co Cla-rkin.

/33
Enc. 5
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. MEMORANDUM o T

Indian Af
Attn: Director

, Ottawa

tion Seyvices .P, A i YOUR FILE No.
. }

Votre dossier
Y

#129/25-11-136 (E 10)

y OUR FILE No.
. & £/ /e o

FROM DATE
Pe Superintendent of Schools, Toronto B8 daovady- 61
a

FOLD

SUBJECT
Sujet 33 "
Sioux Narrows Joint School

| In reference to your memorandum of December 6th, I have made further
i specific inquiries and I attach herewith Mr, Clarkin's findings in
| the area of Sioux Narrows. Mr. Clarkin's report would tend to
establish that the proposed amalgamation as envisaged by
Reverend Father Ferron does not yet have total public acceptance.

In my opinion, any further amalgamation in this area must have
the distinct co-operation of Catholic and Protestant parents,
and also I believe it wise for us to wait until Manpower has
clearly defined the direction in which it will go before the
Branch would find itself involved in capital investment in an
adult education or up-grading wing.

Be assured that this matter will not be dropped, but will be
reviewed periodically to determine progress and trends.

<D . ne

Encl:

000429
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CONFIDENTIAL-~ To be opened only by Mr, H. B, Rodine
' THE EDUCATION PICTURE AT
SIOUX NARROWS, ONTARIO.

The account which follows can lay no claim to scientifiec validity because it
reflects only value judgments of a segment of the adult population of Whitefish
Bay Indian reserve;;of members of the Public and Separate School Boards of
Sioux Narrows; of Rev, Father Ferron, who is Catholic Missionary in the
district,

I spent two days at Sioux Narrows, December 28 and 29, 1966, and did not

choose to meet the School Boards as a body because I felt that a less formal
setting might prove more effective for my purpose, I am personally acquainted 4
with all the people I met, The result -- they spoke freely and, in some
instances, with highly-charged emotion,.

My first avenue of investigation was the finance situation as it exists

in the Improvement District of Sioux Narrows. It was revealed that both
commercial and home assessment for puplic school purposes was $709,875.00
for the last fiscal year. The mill rate was struck at 29, For the separate
school, the comparable figure was $160,545,00, with a mill rate of 32,1.

The separate school rate would, thus, barely pay the salary of one teachers.
Of course, they recover a much higher amount by way of government grant to

cover operational costs =- roughly 80 to 90 per cent as opposed to 50 to 60

per cente

Discussion with members of the Public School Board showed that they were
strongly opposed to any suggestions of taking over the facilities at Father
Moss Schools Their own school -- a three~room building with all classrooms
filled -- is completely paid for. There are twenty-one Indian children in
attendance and about seventy non-Indians., They have not taken any projection
of school population as they feel that there will be no appreciable growthe.
Camp owners form the bulk of the adult group and that activity is past its
peak with the advent of trailers. The free-spending tourist is now a rare
specimen,

This Board has also the responsibility of busing twenty-two of their children
to the high school in Kenora each day, Bus costs and tuition are costs that

require careful budgeting.
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" i!‘ of being saddled with the debt of Father Moss School, added to the
much lower contribution of the Provincial Government towards operational costs
of public schools and the present set-up of the administrative body at that
school are deterring factors,
It is almost an impossibility to estimate the demands that the Branch may make
on this Board for the entrance of Indian children to their system. Many
families are registered as Roman Catholic but they switch their allegiance
almost willy-nilly. They elect to declare themselves as Catholic or Protestant
depending upon their needs as the occasion requires.
The members of the Separate School Board whom I met estimated the worth of
their holdings at Father Moss School at one-quartér of a million dollars,
Several buildings under the name of the Diocesan Corporation have been built
on their land, The Board has no share of ownership except the land on which
they are builts From what I could gather, there exists no formal written
agreement between the Board and the Corporation as to the use of this land and
the disposition of the buildings or any revenue to be derived from them,
Estimates varied from $75,000,00 to $100,000,00 regarding their worth. Utilities
that serve these buildings are separate from Board-owned property although
the accusation has been advanced of tapping-in on electrical and water supplys.
I did not think it advisable to pursue this aspect.
The school itself has about one hundred ten pupils. Of these, eighty-four
are Indian children bused from Whitefish Bay and Sabaskong. A number of
non-Indian parents have withdrawn their children because of this imbalance and
the unsettled status of the schools Grades are I to VIII,.
The quality of teaching has, during the last two school years, been rated as
better-than-average by the Provincial Inspector of Schools. The standard
among the high school pupils during 1965-66 was, as we know, below level and
one of the factors involved in our abandoning the course for our Indian pupils,
Six teachers are at present on staff, Word is that this will be reduced to
four in September, 1967.
As regards growth of population -~ the non~Indian group is stable for the reason
advanced in the case of public school supporters. The Indian population will
continue to grow at a rate of approximately two per cente. Whether the aims

of integration will be realized with such a preponderance of Indian children
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is a moot question. At any rate, the physical surroundings have much to offer
that the reserve schools cannot equate,

I was rather curious about the existence of so many corporations -- Pawitik,
Amik, Sabaskong, Father Ferfon, with whom I had a lengthy visit, explained
their need as instruments to involve the Indian people in the planning and
operation of the complex as it exists and for future planning in the improvement
of the reserves and the relocation of Indian families in a site close to the
existing Father Moss Schoole His critics label them as gimmicks that engble
him to borrow money and administer it without accounting to anyone. They
contend that meetings are few and far between and that he dominates those that
are held,

The Indian people to whom I spoke are much confused, I posed the question,
"Do you think the school on the reserve should be closed?", to give our
discussion a starting points I could get no conclusive answer., The pros and
cons regarding the joint school were explored, Again, Father Ferron had his
supporters and his critics. One pointed out that he was willing to "give them
the moon" and that "the Government" had lots of money and had to give it to
them,

Getting back to my discussion with Father Ferron -- he spoke at some length

of the possibilities for use of the facilities that exist for adult education,
He envisages something similar to Quetico or Elliot Lake but with focus on
skills that the Indian needs -~ a center for building parts for pre-fabricated
homes, a central machine=-shop, a local guild of guides for fishing and hunting,
a lumber mill owned and operated by Indians, co-ops in lumbering and fishing,
a core of electricians and plumbers.

He was quite critical of the course under Program 5 being offered at this time
to the people at Sioux Narrows. Lack of planning, lack of tangible goals, were
his principf% criticisms,

There are approximately one hundred seventy people in attendance. Of this,
one hundred forty-two are Indians, There is potential for much good in this
course, but from what I have seen and heard, I am inclined to agree with
Father Ferron, The co-ordinator has told me that ninety-seven of those now

in attendance will not be eligible for further courses after this year,

000432




Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act
Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur I'acces & l'information |

i A P
. -h-

If this be so, the outlook for the future is rather dismal, An added com=-
plication is that Branch-sponsored courses will have little chance for success.
These people are used to drawing generous allowances which we could not match,
I am not aware of any suggestion having been offered for the Branch to take
over the complex at Sioux Narrowse. But if such be the case, I could not
recommend that we enter into any such agreement. The following reasons
come to mind:

a) There would be duplication of services with existing

facilities that are not being fully utilized,

b) There would be a problem of liquidating debts to embark

on a project that would be so costly that we would be spending

money unwisely,

¢) The school population we could draw from is a nebulous

one and too far removed from a big center where placement

would be feasibles

d) Few of our Indian population would adapt to urban living.

Indeed, they are loath to leave the reserves.

e) The problem of staffing would present great difficulty.

The calibre of teacher in many of our day schools is evidence

of thise.

Submitted by P, C, Clarkin,
District School Superintendent.
January 11, 1967,
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g
rEGISTERED

Mr. H.B. Rodine,
Regional Superintendent of Schools,

Toronto, Ontario, 1i31/25-11-136(E)
129/25-11<136( )

Director, Education Services
F‘ebrulry m » X 9670

Father Moss School--Septic Tank

With reference to your memorandum of February 2nd, enclosed are
three completed copies of Memorandum of Agreement together with

a cheque for $6,268.71 representing payment in full of the
Branch's contribution towards septic tank facilities at the Father
Moss School,
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.u'o H. Bo Rmin.’

Regional School Superintendent,
Indian Affairs Branch,
Medical-Dental Building, 2nd Floor,
1849 Yonge Street,

TORONTO 7, Ontario, P A, $ 129/25-11-136 (E.10)
Qe

Director, Education Services December 6, 1966.

Sioux Narrows Joint School

We are advised today by Father Ferron that there is some local interest
in the regional school in the Sioux Narrows area which would take in
Nestor Falls, How far they have gone with the negotiations, we are not
sure. There is, as you know, some unrest and some dissatisfaction over
the disbandment of the separate school board and it would seem that it
has generated some discontent over the joint school arrangement both on
the part of the Indians and the non-Indians. Apparently, there is some
talk of building a new regional school to the south of Sioux Narrows and
using the separate school as a training center. All of this information
is, of course, second-hand and I think it would be advisable for you to
either check with the Department of Education or with the local school
superintendent to get a first-hand picture of the situation and to find
out how we can resolve the current problems to the satisfaction of the
Indiars and non-Indians. Needless to say, the Branch is quite prepared
to cooperate with the Department and the regional board in the creation
of better schooling providing they are prepared to recognize our equity
in the separate school.

I should appreciate a brief report on your findings.

ORIGINAL SIGNED BY
L G, P, WALLER

R. F. bavey.

g ,/rb

c.¢. Mr, P, C. Clarkin,
District School Superintendent,
Kenora, Ontario,
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129/25-11-136(EL)
1431/25-11-136(E)

Ottawa }, December 30, 1966,
Mr. H.Bs Rodine,
Regional Superintendent of Schoeols,
Mo. m.m.

Re: Father Moss Joint School,
Sioux Narrows, Ontario

With reference to your memorsndum of November 2ith, 1966, spproval
has been ocbtained for the department to make a capital contribution
of $6,268.71 towards the provision of a septic tank at the above
school. In this connection we are enclosing a Femorandum of Agreement
and you will note that it has becn drafted in favour of the Roman
Catholic Separate School Improvement District of Sioux Narrows, which,
sccording to your memorandum of December 9th, is the officiating

party now.

. 4GP oY

R
OR;G: P

ReFs Daveye.

Attach,

TRAPPITT/
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M OF AGREMZET MADS PHIS DAY OF 196
BETVR AR

HER BAJLSTY THE QUESE in right of Censda
represented herein by the Minister of
Indian Affairs and Northern Developuent,
hereinaltier ealisd "the Minister®

OF THE FLIEST PARY
AND

FHE ROMAR CATHULIC SUPARATY SCHOUL INMFROVEMENT
DISTRICT OF SI0UL MARRUUE, in the Provinee of
Catarie, hereinaftar ealled "the Board”

OF THE 3ECOND FARY

WHENTAZ the Eaman Catholic Separate Sehool Isprovesent
Distriet of Sioux Rarrows (formerly knowm es the Slowx Rarrows Besrd of
Gstholle ‘ehool Trustees) in the Previnee of Ontarie, has agreed in
Femorsndum of Agresment dated Merch 1éth, 1964, teo suprly classreen
secormnodation necessary for the education of Indien children and to
secept Indien ehildren for enrolment in the Father Xess School,

ARD WHERFAS the Board hss carried oub construction of a
septic tank to meet the recuirements of the Kerthwostern Heslth Umit, |
ot & gost of $9,297.kl, sad the Mindster has agreed to psy 89/132 of the
amowst of this inpr » oF 36,2687, , \

: AND WIEAEAS the Hinister shsll pay to the Board the sum
of 26,260,71 wpon the sxecution of this agreement,

THIO HESCEARUUM 18 (o be vesd with and sttached to the
Hemorandum of Agreement dated Mereh 16th, 1984,

: IE WITWess WEneoF the partiss hereto have hereunteo set
Shelr hand and seal snd corporate seal respectively, the day snd yesr
first avove written,

SEOPVOVORC QOB NENSR TP RAOSEICOOEORVDOERSIAS LA A AR R Al S A R R A A L R R R R R e R A R R R ] ]
wWitness Assistent Deputy Minister (Indiem Affairs)
SECEDIEEV PO CDITIRUESEISRIEIORGIBERVBRDDS L R R R R R R R R R R RS R R Y S
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