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June 3rd, 1808

¥v dear Ir. Rlack, :
7 have vour letter of-the lst inst,., asking
and authority : ,
me the jurisdiction of the Tederal Government, ad of the Pro-
vincial Covernments in the matter of public health, particularly
in regard to the prevention and suppreassion of contagious dis- :
ease. ‘

T do not think there is any suthority on this subject , |
except the Rritish North America Act; and my idea would be that
speakin: in a very general way, the subject weuld ordinarily
fall within Provincial authority,

I ean, howevear, quite imagine that some epidemic might
hecome ao widespread as fo involve more than one Provinoé, and
so beagome, necessarily, matfer of Dominion concern. Unless,
nowever, in circumstances of some excepfional character as
these, I would think the suppression or prevention of the
spread of contagion would be matiter of merely local or private

pature in the Province, and es such it would fall exclusively

within Pravincial Jjurisdiction,
T may point out, also, that by sections 92 of the
British North America Act, the establishmenit, maintenance and

Ak R

gosynary

management of haospitels, anylums, charitiea, andy

' institutions in the Province, other than Yarine Hospitals,are
pr. I.R.Black,M.P.
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assigned to Provincial jurisdiction, and it has been usual,
I think, ﬁndar one or the other of these heads, or under that
of Municipal institutions in the Province, for the Provincial

Tegislature to legislate and make all necessaryv Regulations

in regard to matters affecting the public healtn,

0f course, the subject of gquarantine and the estab-
lishment and maintenance of Margna hospitals is apccially as-
signed to Bomiﬁion jurisdiction, but this I take it, 1is becaua?
such hospitala and quarantin;&have to do with Maritime affairs,

T feel) unahle to he more specific in the matter, but .

if there is any apecial ppint‘ih which you are intergated, and
I can he of any help to vou I shall be glad to trv,
T remain, |
Yours faithfully,
: Q_ngggﬂQﬂxg
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