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BIGAMOUS MARRIAGES IN THE UNITED KINGDOM.
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| PT/12/BIG/MARRIAGES/],

/‘3 /’(7 ' Senior Officer Pay Services,

2 Jan 47.

D.b.Ge. (&G5a)
C.lM.H.Q.

1l Turther to my letber numbered as above
dated 4 Dec 46, regarding the above mentioned subject.

B sy

2. During the month of Dec 46 there were
nil bigamous marriages reported. in the U.K.

TMoRobertson) Cap
for Senior Officer Pay Services,
Canadian Army OverseaS.
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PT/12/BIG/MARRIAGES/1,
Senior Officer Pay Services, /

4 Dec 46.

D.A.G. (AG52a)
C.M-H-Q,o

BIGAMOUS MARRIAGES IN- THE UNITED XINGDOM.

1. Further to my letter numbered as above

dated 1 Nov 46, regarding the above mentioned
subject.

2. During the month of Nov 46 there were
1o bigamous marriages reported in the U.X.

<::::>K:7FE?§T%Obé??é%ﬁfég;%;fj,

for Senior Officer Pay Services,
Canadian Army Overseas.

/ﬁvGﬂ'ﬁde? /

00039



Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act -
Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur M'aceés & l'informatio

T - 20/Bigamous, 1
“f | - | G 5)

28 Nov 46

$.19(1)

Dear Madam,

» damsiesmmmen U cian

It is understood that you went through a form of marrisge
with the above-named soldier on 16th March 43, Records
indicate that this soldier was previously married in Canada,
and as of 21 May 43 such marriasge had not been terminated.

It is further. understood that this soldier went
through a form of marriage with you under the name of
Thomas Harold Grant and records do not reveal that a
soldier of this name served with the Cenadian ATrnmy
Qverseas, If this man is one and the same person, it
would appear that your marriage is invalid,

Yours faithfully,

(7.C. Murchie) Lisutenant-General
. Ghief of Stafr
Canadian Military Headquarters

00039



Document disclosed under the Access to information Act -
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/ Bepr T |

FT/12/BIG/MARRIAGES/1 (Pay 2c).
Sentor Officer Pay Services,
1 Nov 46.

D.A.G. (A.G.5a) fj;:’ | yéy¢Z?

C QNI-H-Qc
BIGAMOUS MARRIAGES IN THE UNITED KINGDOM.

1. Further to my letter d/1 Oct 46 regarding
the a/m subject.

2e The following is a further list of perscnnel s.19(1)
of the Canadien Army Overseas, who have contracted

bigamous marriasges in the U.K. and 1s passed to you

as requested.

No. Rank. Name Unit. Date & Place of Big.Mar,

Discharged. 9 Jun 43. Reglster Off.
Tonbridge.

Moty

(L.Richards) Captsain,
for Senior Officer FPay Services,
Canadian Army Overseas,
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Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur l'accés & I'injorzatid(i

| PT/12/BIG/MARRIAGES/1 (Pay 2c)

Senior Officer Pay Services.

1 Oct U6.

' el
Biia. Ao | ﬂ//’/% \

BIGAMOUS MARRIAGES IN THE UNITED KINGDOM.

1, Further to my letter dated 31 Aug 46 regarding
the a/m subject.
2. The following is a further list of personnel of
the Canadlan Army Overseas, who have contracted bigamous

5.19(1) marriages in the United Kingdom, and 1s passed to you as
requested.

\/ | -
No. Rank. Name. Unit. ////Date & Place of Big.Marriage.

CDAH. 23 Nov 45, Gronigen.
L Holland.

Disch. o5 May 45. Reglster Office
Essex, S.V.

/Z’/M

(L.Richards), Captaln.
for Senior Officer Pay Services.
Ganadian Army Overseas.
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Document disclosed under the Access to Informatio,
Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur F'accés,é

PI/12/BIG.MARRIAGES/1 (Pay 2c)
Senior Officer Pay Services
31 Aug 6.
D.A.G. (4.G.5a) / '
C‘M‘H.Q. / zd %
MOUS S _IN UNIJTED KINGDOM
1. Further to my letter numbered as above snd 4/1 Aug 46
regarding the a/m subject.
s.19(1) 2. The following is & further list of personnel of
the Canadian Army Overseas, who have contracted bigamous marriages
in the United Kingdom, and is passed to you as requested,
No. Rank Na Unit Date and Place of

Bigamous marrisge

XUK 7 Mar 46
. Stoke Trister, Somersset,

i G

‘(6 for Senior Officer Pay Services
: Canadian Army Overseas




Dehe G (Ao G’-S&)
Cc M- H. Q.

BICAMOQOUS MARRIAGES IN THE UNITED KINGDOM

Document disclosed under the Access to info

rmatief A ¥
Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur I‘accésn

PT/12/HG.MARRIAGES/1 (Pay 2¢)

Senior Officer Pay Services.

1 Aug 46.

1. TFurther to my letter numbered as above and 4/1 .

Jul 46, regarding the a/m subject.
2. The following is a further list of personnei

of the Canadian Army Overseas, who have contracted
bigamous marriages in the United.Kingdom, and is passed

to you as requested.

Oe Rank Name

N——

Date and Place of
Bigamous_marriage

30 Jan 45. Register
Office. Eton Buckse

s.19(1)

20 Nov 45, 's Gravenhsage

Hollande

20 May 43. Register
Office. Hereforde.

27 Mar 46. ﬂmstberdam-

Holland.

Robertson), Capte
for Senior Officer Pay Services,
Canad ian Army Overseas.
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L ) |
(53
PT/12/BIG.MARRIAGES/1 (Pay 2¢). '

Senior Officer Pay Services,

N }¢ f/w

D.A.B. (A.G.5a}
Co Mo Ho QO

BIGAMDUS MARRIACES IN THE UNITED KIiN GDOM.

1. Further to my letter numbered as above and d/1
Jun 46, regarding the a/m subject.

2. The following is a further list of personnel

of the Canadian Army Qverseas, who have contrgcted

bigamous marriages in the United Kingdom, and is passed

to you as requested. 5.19(1)

No. Rank Name it Date and Place of
Blgamous Marriage.

XUK Rot. 24 Feb 44.
Duty. Reglster Office. Surrey N.E.

XUK 184 14 Jan 4%2.
Register Office. Hampstead.

v
A .’m

for Senior Officer Fgy Services.
Canadian Army Overseas.

00039



s.19(1)

v 14 Jun 46

Degyr lndan,

]
It i3 understecod that you haveo hogd carresmndenco Sith GecefieTeAe 55
T respact of tho above named ITO, , ﬁ

Records at this Hondquarters irdicete that this KCO was married in /
Coansdo in 1538 and thare 18 no record of such mparriage heving been terminated. In /‘
would apprear thot you heve gone through a form of rarriage with this ITC subeequegt
o this date and therefcre such merriare 1s invalid. .

Yowrs foithfully,

Wl

W Bureau '
Copy to Cdn iives (T.C.lurchio)} Lisutonsnt~General

Chief of Jteff
Cangdian Uilitery Headquartery.
00039
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Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur I'accés & l'information

IRy

PT/12/BIG.MARRIAGES/1 (Pay 2c),

Senior Officer Pay Services,

1 Jun 46.
D.A.G. (A.G.5a)
COMCH‘QI
BIGAMOUS MARRIAGES IN THE UNITED KINGDOM .
1. Further to my letter numbered as above 4/1
May 46, regarding the a/m subject.
2e The following 1s s further list of personnel
. of the Canadisn Army Overseas, who have contracted £
bigamous marriages in the United Kingdom, and ls passed
to you ss requested. , 5.19(1)
No. Rank. Name . Unit. Date & Place of

Bigamous Marriage.

XUK 3 Aug 43. _
: Selkirk,Reglister Office.
/1 Sub.W/S. 15 Sep 45.
~ RCEFE. Register Office, Hackney.
< XUK 165 19 May 45.

Edinburgh, Scotland.

XUK. 12 Dec 45.
Discharged. Amsterdam, Holland. \\\\\

<:::I%571}?Eﬂ2ﬁ24&@h, 4
.M.Robeftson{uggé%?p

for Senior Officer FPay Services,
Canadian Army Overseas.
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Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur l'accés & l'in{og jon

PT/12/BIG.MARRIAGES/1 (Fay 2cl1)

Senlor Officer Pay Services.

~D.A.G. (A.G.Ba).
C.M.H.Q.

BIGAMOUS MARRIAGES IN THE UNITED KINGDOM.

1. Further to my letter numbered as above d/5 Mar U6,
regarding the a/m subject.

2. The following i1s a further list of personnel of
the Cenadian Army Overseas, who have contracted bigamous

marriasges in the United Kingdom, and is passed to you as ~s1801)

requested.
No. Rank. Name. Unit. Date & Place of
Bigamous Marriage.
Redes. & Disbanded 2l Aug U5,
Units The Hague, Holland.
Discharged. 30 Oct 41

Register Office,
Bedloelkty. Cty.Mon,

XUK. 23 Jun 45,

. : Amgterdam, Holland.
Discharged. 14 Jun U5,
Cambridge.

- :Gg.ﬁ. Robertson), Cap¥:

for Senlor Offlcer Pay Services.
Canagdian Army Oversess.

00040
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Document disclosed under the Access to Information

Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur F'accés a I'info

PT/12/BIG.MARRTIAGES/1 (Pay 2c1)

Chief Paymaster's Office.

1 Apr U46.

7

D.A.G. (A.G.5a).
C- .IaH-Q.-

BIGAMOUS MARRIAGES IN THE UNITED KINGDOM.

1.
regarding the a/m sublect.

o

L

//@N’

Further to my letter numbered as above 4/5 Mar U6,

The following 1s a further list of personnel of

the Canadian Army OvVerseas, who have contracted bigamous
marriages in the United Kingdom, and is passed to you as

requestedi~

Rank. Name, Unist.

. OMHQ Detalls.

XUK.

Discharged.
Discharged.

Discharged.

Discharged.

Discharged.

4

s.19(1)

Date & Place of
Bigamous Marrlage.

17 Jun 4l .
City of Westminsgter.
30 Jun U5,

Regletry Office, Aldercshot

13 May Lk.

Regigtry Office, Hendon,
Middlesborough.

21 Jan L6,

Utrecht (Holland).
31 Jul 45.
Nottingham.

19 Dec 40.

Reglter Office,
Buckingham County.
13 Sep L5,

Register Office, Bristol.

%I?ﬂ . Robert soﬁ’ap?‘/

for Chief Paymaster.

Canadlan Army Overseas.,

00040



Document disclosed under the Access to information Act -
Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur I'accés & l'infopration

/}’L/

PT/12/BIGMARRIAGES/1 (Pay 2cl).

e !//’ Chief Paymaster'g Office.
j/ 5 Mar U6.

D.A.G. (A.G.5a). W
C.M

[ oH-Q,c
M

BIGAMOUS MARRIAGES IN THE UNITEE KINGDOM,

1. Further to my letter numbered as asbove d/7 Feb 46,
regarding the a/m sub ject.

2. The following 1s a further list of personnel of
the Cansdian Army Overseas, who have contracted bigamous
marriages in the United Kingdom, and is passed to you

as requested:-

No. Rank. Name. Unit. Date & Place of
Bigamousg Marriage.

s.19(1)

! Discharged. 1 Jan U2
5 Glasgow. Scotland.

4

(e s
(D.¥. Robertson), ¢ 2 .

for Chief Paymaster.
Canadian Army Overseas.

00040
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W

v ~ }/
220 PT/12/BIG.MARRIAGES/1 (Pay 2c¢l).
7§)\ﬁ/° Chief Paymaster's Office,

7 Feb 46 o

D.A.G. (A.G.5a)
C .I\q‘HIQ’.

BIGAMOUS MARRIAGES IN THE UNITED KINGDOW.

1. Further to my letter numbered as above d/3 Jan 48, ‘
regarding the a/m subject. | ‘ .
2. The following is a further list of personnel

of the Canadian Army Overseas who have contracted bigamous
marriages in the United Kingdom, and is passed to you

gs requested, 5.19(1)

No. Rank. Name ., Unit. Date & Place of
Bigamous Marriages.

Registry Office,Aberdeen.
(3 14 Jul 45.

Edmonton, Middlesex.

15 Aug 45.

Aldershot, Sobthamptm.

—ﬁZf Z:;g“ Vs
G[%%ggéfijjj;) Capt, éé%Q

for Chief Paymaster,
Canad ian Army Oversesas.

00040
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Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur Fgccés a I'information

| H

Chief Paymaster's Office.
3 Jan U6,

D.A.G. (.A.G.5a). ,(70/

C.M.H.Q.

A

BIGAMOUS MARRIAGES IN THE UNITED KINGDOM.

1. Further to my letter numbered as gbove and
dated 3 Dec U5, regarding the m/n subject.

2. The following is a further list of perscnnel
of the Canadian Army Overseas who have contracted blgamous
marriages in the United Kingdom, and 1s pacsed to you as '
requested.

s.19(1)

No. Rank. Nazme. Unit. Date and 1ace of
Blgamous ﬁarfiage.

1 C.Armd.Carrier. 25 Sep G5 Twinches
Lane, Bucks. .

65 Rk obertson)_iiiééii//

for Chief Paymaster.
Canadiasn Army Overseas.

00040



Document disclosed under the Access to information Act -
Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur l'accé/t‘: linformation

)L{\

R pr/12/BIG, MARRIAGES/1 (Pay 2¢1)
Chief Paymaster's Office, /9
L] 3 Dec 450

g.ﬁ.g.QSA.G.Sa) ' 7 la/M

BIGAMOUS MARRIAGES IN THE UNITED KINGDOM.

1, Further to my letter numbered as above 4/1
Nov 45, regarding the m/n subject.

2. The folloﬁing is a further list of personnel
of the Canadian Army Overseas who have contracted bigamous
marriages in the United Kingdom, and is passed to you as requested.

No. Rank., Name, | Unit, Date and place of
. Bigamous marriage,

21 Mar 45. Inverness,
23 Jun 45, Hgywards Heath.,
21 Apr 45, Epsom,Surrey.

" for Chief Paymastera
Canadian Army Overseas,

00040
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WHO HAVE/CONTRACTED BIGAMOUS MARRIAGES

JU

Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act -
Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi

LIST OF TERSONNEL OF THE CANADIAN ARMY OVERSEAS

w/;"accés a l'information

s.19(1)

H

9 Fd Coy RCE

4 Coys CFC
Espex Scot

Eszex Scot

12 Fd Regt RCA
1 ¥ed Regt RCA
HQ First Cdn Army

2 CITR

1 Pd Regt RCA
4 Cdn A Tk Rept

' Seaforth of C

12 Pro Coy
1 CASCRU

3 Fd Coy RCE
. 6 Pro Coy

RCASC
Hast & PER
5 CIRU

1 CGrRU

Lorne Scois
2 CCS RCAMC

48 Highrs

10 Repat Dup
Seaforth of C
First Cdn Aymy

61 Gen Tpt Coy RCASC

1 CARU
4 Fd Amb

1 Cdn Div Sup Coy
3 Fd Regt RCA

1 CASCRU
RHLI

7 A/Tk Regt RCA
1 Cdn Bage Ord Dep
2 A/Tk Regt RCA

1 CERU
RCR
Fus MR

1 Cdn F.S5. Sec
3 Fd Coy RCE

Not known

2 Fd Regt RCA
14 Fd Regt RCA
28 Cdn Armd Regt

3 CARU
RCC3

1l Bn Black Vatch

Taplow
Aberdeen
Epsom

Birkenhead
Scotland
Surrey
Not knowm
Paddington
Bromley
Not known

Hottinghem

‘Hastingae

Her sham
Oxted
Not known
Mitchem
Not known
Epsom
Hot knowm
Brentford

Southampton

Glasgow

Strathpeffer

Oxted
Brentford

Not knowm
Sutton

Not known

Hendon
Arundel
Durham
Not knowm

Not known

Kensington
Alloa

Not known

Lancaster

Birminghem
Greenvwich

Hot known

Not known

Surrey N.E.

Not known
Brighton
Chelmsford
Aghtead
Brighton

Marriege

9 Jun 44
10 Aug 42
14 May 42

5 Oct 41
10 Feb 42
22 Dec 40
1943
24 Feb 45
17 Feb 41

¥ et 41

1 Apr 4
9 Sep 41
26 Jul 41
29 Sep 41
26 Jul 42
15 Jul 43
28 Jun 41
7 Nov 42
Not kmown

19 Nov 41 .

21 Jun 41
24 Fov 41
5 Mar 42

20 Jul 50

22 Jun 40

5 Jul 41
2 Jun 41
2 Apr 42

13 Dec 41
Kot known
26 May 42
3 Feb 41

31 Aug 41

- 156 May 42

29 Dec 42
¥ot known
22 Jan 42
14 Peb 42
18 Oet 42

Sep 41

18 Jul 42
26 Dec 41
24 Aug 42
11 Dec 43
22. Jan 41
2 Jul 4
7 Oct 42

Ho

.Allegedly CONFIDENTIAL
Flace of Date of
UNIT Alleged Bigamous Alleged Bigsmous
Marriage

o

00040 ~
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Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act\
Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur {'accés & I'informatio

5.19(1). } ;/'} \
: Place of Date of
UNIT  Alleged Bigemous Alleged DBigamous
Marriage Marriage
RCR 'Bpeom 19 Jul 41
2 Cdn Repat Dep Epson 26 Dec 41
R de Mais Roffrey 7 Aug 43
Records, CMHAQ - iandsworth - 16 Aug 44
1 Mech Bqpt Coy RCE Not knowm 5 Ded 42
13 Fd Coy RCE Croydon 5 Apr 41
Seaforth of C Kot ¥mown 9 Jon 42
1 CASCRU Farnborough 268 Feb 42
1 Cdn Repat Dep Surrey, S.E. 8 Hay 43
2 Motor Amb Convoy Horshem 15 Jul 43
Not kmown 1942
1 Div Pet Coy RCASC BErighton 8 Nov 41
11 Cdn Tk Regt Glasgow Not knoen
1 CORU Wiillesden 5 Dec 41
1 CORU Islington 7 Sep 41
61 Gen Tpt Coy RCASC Hove "~ 23 Aug 41
Hast & PER Slurcham=by=Sen 29 Apr 42
4 Fd Coy RCE Surrey S.B. © 1 Feb 41
9 Non=-Div Wksp RCOC  Not kmown 17 Aug 41
4 Fd Coy RCE Glaagow 14 Aug 42
2 Cdn Corps Tps Deptford 12 Dot 44
7 CITR Hendon 8 Nov 42
Carlt & York R Bagingstoke 17 Feb 41
17 Fd Rept RCA Croydon Kot knowm
4 CAT Bn Edinburgh 11 Jul 41
1 Cdn Bage Ord Dep Bordon 16 Nov 40
HQ CRU " Deptford 24 Dec 40
RCR Blackburn 19 Apr 41
1 CERU- Irchester, 22 Sep 40
Carlt & York R Croydon 16 May 41
West N.S.R. Sidmouth 28 Nov 40
Viest N.S.R. Chel sham $ Hay 41
RHLI Glasgovw " B Dec 43
Reg Rif Sheffield 11 Sep 44
1 CARU Edinburgh 7 Aug 42
9 Armd Regt Bletchingloy 20 Mar 43
2 F& Pk Coy RCE Croydon b Apr4l
Edm R Southampton 1 Feb 41
4 Ssc CAC Wkep RCOC Wirmipeg 30 Sep 41
1 Div Ord Bkep RCOC  Epsom 11 Jun 41
5 CAT Viksp RCOC Northampton 30 Jun 43
R 22e R Alton 11 Ost 40
1 Cdn Corps Tps Carry Coy. Aldermaston 31 Hay 41
4 Lt AA Regt RCA .Hendon 17 Sep 41
Hast & PER Croydon 22 Apr 41
Hast & PER Guildford 19 Apg 41
e » Ve

00040

9 i
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Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act - ~,.
Document divulgué en vertu de la Loj sur 'accés & I'information

“ 3 -
5.19(1) . LP’
' )
) Place of Date of
Alleged Bi gamoun Alleged Bigamous
¥o” RANE UNIT & Hafﬁage ’ Hasriage
. Comerons of C Dundes 27 Dec 4
1 CASCRU Epgom 12 Jan 42
RCE Briatol 24 Oct 42
HQ Sgn 6 Cdn Armd Bde Islington 1 4Apr 43
CeTuSs Battersen;London 5 Feb 41
) CAB 3t Frencis, Kent 22 Mar 44
Calg Highrs Westmingter,London 30 Nov 41
8 CER Bn Hampatead,london 26 Oct 40
1 CERU Southwark 5 Nov 40
2 Pd Pk Coy RCE Epsom 6 Aug 41
1 CIRU Ayr 8 Dec 42
48 Highre Croydon 7 Nov 42
2 CIB vikep RCOC Surrey S.E. Not lmowm
1 Cdn Div Pet Coy Redhill 17 Mar 42
1 Fd Coy RCE Not knowm 21 Dec 41
1 Cdn A Tps Wksp RCOC Wel themstow 17 ot 42
- Not lmowm 29 Apr 40
1 Cdn KETD BEpping 14 Jul 4
Ret Can Edimburgh . 13 Yar 43
8 Cdn Recce Regt Clephem 2 Feb 42 .
3 CARU Not knoem 17 Oct 42
2 CIRU Edinburgh 8 Jen 41
17 Pd Regt RCA Vioking 24 Dec 40
1 CASCRU - -~ Not- knewn 17 Jan 42
HQ Sqn,-5 Armd Bde  Farncombe 19 May 42
48 Highrs Not kmown 18 Oct 41
1 CARU Worthing 29 Jun 42
1 Cdn NETD Aldershot 4 Dot 41
85 Bridge Coy RCASC Cambridge 28 Dec 42
1 Fd Coy RCE Not knowi® 30 Qct 42
3 Mob Ldry & Fwd Unit Vialtoneon-Thamss 235 Sep 41
26 Fd Bty RCA Aberdeen 27 Sep 41
RHLI Croydon 4 Apr 42
Hast & PER Hailsham 30 Jan 43
1 Army Bde Coy RCASC Brighton 26 Dec 42
8 Fd Regt RCA Horden 20 Aug 43
7 CIRU Melton Bridge 18 1dJul 42
4 Fd Coy RCE Alder shot 5 Oot 44
Vestmr Re Farnham 16 Jul 42
Tor Scot Ryeo, Susgex 8 Nov 41
1 CGRU " Farnworth 24 Feb 43
Re wpg Rif Loves 15 Aug 42
2 A/Tk Regt RCA Alberta 1 Mer 40
MT Inspectorate CMHQ Surréy XD 8 Har 41

00041



Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act -
Document divulgué en vertu de la Lo sur I'Y-s 4 l'information

W

PT/12/BI1G.MARRIAGES/1 (Pay 2cl)

-

Chief Paymaster's Office.

4 gep 45. //
/

D.A.G. (A.G.5a). 70

GOM oHQQ.- 2]0
BIGAMOUS MARRIAGES IN THE ’40/)0

UNITED KINGDOM.

1. Further to my letter numbered as above and d/1 Aug U5
regarding the m/n subject.

2. The following 1s a further liet of personnel of the
8enadian Army Overseas who have contracted blgasmous marriages
in the United Kingdom, and is passed to you as requested.

No. Rank Name Unit Date and Place of

Blgamous Marriage

2 Cdn. Repat. 26 Dec U4l.
Epsom. Surrey.

" " 5 Mar 42,
Strathpeffer. Scotland.

. ’ : (D.S. Hutcheon), Major.

for Chlef Paymasfer.
Cgnadlian Army Overseas.

00041



DoA-G‘o (AOG058.).
C.M.H.Q.

BIGBEMOUS MARRIAGES IN THE
UNITEDKINGDOM.

Document disclosed under the Access to fnformation Act -
Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur 'accés a Finformation

PT/12/BIG. Marriages/1
(Pay 2e¢l)

Chief Pgymaster's Office.

D
}dc
Ll

D A0

4 Jul U5,

2ol

1. Further to my letter numbered as above and 4/2 Jun 45,

regarding the m/n subject,

2. The following is a further list of personnel of the
Canadlian Army Overseas who have contracted bigamous marriages
In the United Xingdom, and 1e& pasced tc you as requested.

No.

Name

Unit Date and Flace
of

Bigamous marriage.

s.19(1)

17 ¢dn.Fd.Regt. RCA 31 Oect L2,
Croydon. Surrey.
1 Cdn.Repat.Dlepot. g May 43
Surrey’ SiEn
—& . B
(D.8. Eutcheon), Major.

for Chlef Paymaster.
Canadlian Army Overseas.

00041
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a0 ggrmw%»»/ [q)

* PT/12/BIG.
Chief Paymaster's Off;ce.

fARRIAGES,/1
(Pay 2cl).

2 Jun U5,

D.A.G. (A.G.Ba). 5%521/7
C.M.E.Q.

Bigamous Marriages in the
United Kingdom.

L. Further to my letter numbered as above and 4/1 May u45,
regarding the m/n subject.

2. The following ls & further 1list of personnel of the
Canadlan Army Overseas who have contracted bigamous marrisges
in the United Kingdom, and is passed to you as requested.

No. Name Unit. Date and Place
of
Blgamous marriage.

C.A.S.C.R.U. 12 Jan 42
Epsom. Surrey.

1 C.A.B. 22 Mar Hu
8t. Francis
Kent.

s.19(1)

<::::7?’:>~§{L,~,4-<«—Aﬁa—*t—~—4
D.3. Hutcheon), Major.

for Chief Psymaster.
Canadian Army Overseas.
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1 May 45.

United Kingdom.

PT/12/BIG. MARRIAGES/I

Y

- (Pay 2cl).

Chief Paymaster's (Office.

r A
'i; T\ g /?AM;JVJQ ﬁ$~‘ﬁ)
Bigamous marriages in the Jbé\éa)/éf

T 2

1. Further to my letter numbered as above d/31 wMar 45,

regarding the m/n subject.

2. The following is a further list of personnel of the
Canadian frmy Overseas who have contracted bigamous marriages
in the United Kingdom, and is passed to you as requested.

No. Name . Unit.

Date and Plsace
of
Bigamous maerriage.

.8 CBR Bn.
Royal Cdn. R.
4 Cdn.FPd.coy.
7 C.I.T.R.

5 CAT W/S.
HQ RCASC

2 Cdn € Tps

Records CMHE

9 Cdn.FPd.COy.

s.19(1) ' iy

26 Oct 40,
Hampstead.

19 Jul 41,
Epsom.

5 pect 44.
Aldershot.,

8 Nov 42.
Hendon.

30 Jun 43
Northampton.

12 Oct 40
Deptford.

16 Aug 44
Wandswortb.

9 Jun 44.
Teplow.

for Chief Paymaster.
Canadian Army Overseas.
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Froms CENTRAL REGISTRY.
To'..........ltli 'ﬁ!c...'q.'l..l..o..-.-.c.‘Branch /37
May the attached papers be placed on the under=

mentioned file, which has been on your charge since,. ./. esee .# J

/VL‘M/L ‘“";""’” Capt.,

L L BN B EE IR U IR I I B BN RN BN AN ]

Officer i/e¢ C.R. =~ 00041
) 6
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N g
{

PT/12/BIG.MARRIAGES/1 (Pay 2cl).

L.,

Chief Paymester's office.
31 Mar 45.

D.A.G. (AG5a)

ohih Iy . /
Bigamous Marriages in the
Unlted Kingdom.

1. Further to my letter numbered as above 4/1 Feb 45,
regarding the m/n subject.

2. The followingiis a further list of personnel of the
Canadian Army Qverseas who have contracted bigamous marriages
in the United Kingdom, and 1s passed to you:to you &s reques-
ted:-

 No. Name. Unit. Date and Place of
Bigamous Marriage.

- Regina 11 Sep 44
Rifles. Sheffield.

s.19(1) :
1 Bn. Black 7 Oct 42.
. Watch. Brighton.

2 C.I.T.R. 24 Feb 44.
Paddington.

1 ¢dn. Fld. 18 oct 41.
. Sec. Section Greenwich.

. - (D+.S. Hutcheon), Major.
for Chief Paymaster.
Canadlian Army Overseas,

00041
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ezfpocument divulgué e/ ?5 labi sur Facceés a I'information
. Toglv.lilll.'.C-CIIIO00.. .‘é.lll'.....'l...Branch
liay the attgched papers be placed on the under- /ZJ//%‘?/
mentioned filey, which has been on y7/c arge since, .......;...
ﬁ 0:7J /4
%C’ e V4 JA ‘7 - X ERERI
/ J,/ A

From: CENTRAL REGISIRY.

e M LTI R Capt, : 00041
Officer l/C C.R, R -



S 2 22

—~
>

D.A.G.(A.G.5a),

. Bigamous Marriages in the
' © _United Kingdom.

-~ - I

i R RN

' B A o -\
C.M H.Q. /ﬂ N Aw“’§¢P

Document dlsclosed under the Access to Information Act -

PEHTARTS

Chief Paymaster's Office

ver‘tu de la Loi sur I'uca(-es a Imformatton

MARRIAGES)/ Pay 2c).

* 1.- .. Further "to my 1etter numbered as abbve, ﬁ/éﬁ‘ﬁéb 44 -
) .E‘Lregardlng the m/n-subject.
2. The following 1s a further list of personnel of the

Canadian Army Overseas who have contracted blgamous marriages
in the United Kingdom, and is passed to you as requested:-~

Dﬁé and Place of

No. Name . :Unit.
, \ " Bigamous Marriage.
13 Mar 43.

Ret-Can.
RCE. X4 List (B.D).

"Le Regt. de Maisenn-
euve.,

North Merchester Church,
Slateford Rd.Edimburgh.

24 Oct 42. »
St.Alden, County of
Bristol.

7 Aug 43..
All Saints Church,00041
loffrey, Sussex, 9
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f

s.19(1) , - e,

No. Name. Unit. ' ';_Date'aﬁdelacehof
- .. Bigamous Marriage.

7 Cdn. Inf.,Reinf.Cnit. 18 Jul 42.
' SRR Milton Bridge,
s o ' West Lothian,Scotland.

Y S,
i =3 -
) PN v ’ )
RIEA e P Y
: - “S‘HutcheoﬁﬁiMajor, L,
- for Chief Paymaster,
= anadian Army Overseas.
o, . , | .
( . ‘ . ) . . . Co . 000420
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4 AE i
~0F 10, /1 (DPM)

;/' u / 3 3
5.19(1) * AMG.5, ’

/ CQMaHC:Ql :

1. Your attention ig directed to memos from ]i
this office dated 9 Oct 43, 22 Oct 43 and 17 Fedb 44, to

which no reply has been received. As the Metropolitan®

Police continue to request information as to the action which

we intend to take in the matter, may this office be so advised,

please,

London, Major,
17 Mar 44, . Fors: (A.D.Cameron) Colonel,
RJK/kn.g DoP M. - COM-QH.QO

00042



Document disclosed under the Access to information Act -
Document divulgué en vertu de IaL}' syr I'accés & l'information

PT/J.z/BIG.MARRIAGEs/; (Pay 2¢).

‘Chief Paymaster's Office.

30 Jun 44.
D.A.G. (A.G,5a), s ‘
C.MDHIQI ) . /T ’
Bigamous Marriages in the é Q/(\ ' Ty
United Kingdom, A ﬁf . L
1. Further to my letter numbered as above d/1 May 44 regarding
the m/n subject, S 7,
2. The following is a further 1list of personnel of the Canadian
5.19(1) Army Overseas who have contracted bigemous marriages in the United .
Kingdom, and is passed tc/),;)’?ou. as requested;- : :
Yo. Neme. S Unit, Date and Place of
: Bigamous Marriage,

28 Cdn, Armd. Regt. 11 Dec 43.°
R ) Brighton, Sussex,

4 F1d. Regt., RCA, Arundel, Sussex,

= ?D; S.Hutcheon), Major,

for Chief Paymaster,
Canadian Army Oversoas.

00042



Document disclosed under the Access to lnjormation Act -

PT /fgtyrﬁeftG dwﬁ ué en VRG% § ;it( ﬁlr laccé Ijin{ormation
thief Paymaster s Office

: ‘ 1 May 44.
DaA.G.(AtGisa)’ / /j/
_ C.M.H.Q. -
Blgamous Marriages in ;E Ygz’iﬁy”
the United Kingdom. St ﬂﬁ
1. Further to my letter numbered as above, d/3 Apr 44
regarding the m/n subject.
2. There are no bigamous marriages to report for the

month of Apr 44.

e—g > Y
(D.S.Hutcheon) Major,
for Chief Paymaster,
Canadian Army Overseas.

00042
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RMY FORM C 2136 (Large Modified) E
5/44 m UFG 46 MESSAGE FORM />
40/P&S /2021(6504) Register No. / ~5_¢/

Transmission Instructions

Call Srl No. Priority

ABOVE THIS LINE FOR SIGNALS USE ONLY

Originator Date—Time of Origin Office Date Stamp
FROM P Tom—— : .
(4) SRl g ) BIATED
For Action
) i
TO
(W) For Information (INFO)
Msge Instrns GR
25 0 . FhES Ao
Originator’s No. ** 2“‘““ : Bk g by b
R A48H At k)
s.19(1) R AG0 ARA TI
: " DEC 44 hal
. - \
(! s L
= - "
» ' o4 ¥ ~ ‘V' v
IA DO(«) :
" 24 DEG $4(.)
sBtyibution
% 2 "
e A 7 &
4
. q
:’ ® o
He & »Gall V148 / } .
: S a® g9t }
iJe W8 ede Pile —
4
Ge /Ol gsamous/1 Mooked by
‘ g e § & —
R AR B A § 2 O

THIS MESSAGE MAY BE SENT AS

IF LIABLE TO BE INTERCEPTED OR TO FALL
WRITTEN BY ANY MEANS

ORIGINATOR’S INSTRUCTIONS
INTO ENEMY HANDS THIS MESSAGE MUST

DEGREE OF PRIORITY

EXCEPT BE sENT IN CIPHER . ~

} WIRELESS

Lheiti0mald) LGe o)
Lfse i e LG x e Time Syst | Op 4
(2va)
THI or TOR
SIGNED

TOR (Cipher) TOR (Signals) Time Clrd
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0/ Bigemous/1

BT

~ Officer 1i/c

: Civilian Repatrlation 8S8ection,
Canadien Wives Bureau,
CANADIAN MILITARY HEADQUARTERS, . _

Repatriation of Service D@pendanﬁa tovCanada{

1. ° Reference 15/Repat Dép/? 15/Whitehead G/2 (Repat)
dated 10 Jan 45, and *e*epnone ‘sonversation Ma jor Gill -
‘Capt. Stewart 11 Jan 45,

2 It is understood th t Before despatching the wife
of a Canedian soldier tc Canada“check 1s mads with the C.P.M.
and tha Officer 1/¢ Records to Bnsure that the women 1is
the recognised wife of the soldier concerned. There is ~ .
a 1ist of bigemous marriages kept by this branch, but there
i8 no case in this ilst of which the CiP.M. 18 not also
aware. & few cases may not bes brought to the sattention
of the C.P.M,, but in such cases no Dependents Allowance
is in ocayment 1o the bigemous wife. Accordingly a check
of the list kept by this branch would not be an added .
safeguard, Because of the adequacy of your present :
aryangements, therefore, it is suggested that the infor-
.matlon asked for by N.D.,H.Q., is in faet superflucus and
would not justify the considersble work involved in’
preparing and meintaining & list in the manner suggested
. by N.DLHE.Q.

3 May this matter be referred back to N,D.H.Q. please
and advice received in due course whether, in view of the
above, any further getion 1s required.

| (C S. Bcoth) Brigadiar
| CARADIAN MILITARY HEADQUARTERS.

. N -
400042
6
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15/Repat Dep/2
- 15/Wnitehead.G/2

(Repat)

MEMORANDUM

‘
DQAAGO
C.M.H.Q. '
(Attn: A,G.5A) 10 Jan U5

Repatriation of Service Dependants to Canada.

1. Capt. Stewart - Capt. Cook spoke.

2. The following is an extract of letter receilved from N.D.H.Q.
concerning the trangportation of dependants to Canada.

"There is a roster kept at your HQ of all known cases of bigamy (DIS),
It is felt that such a list should be sent here in order that

warning cards may be set up to offset the possibility of bigamous
wives being transported. Such a nominal roll should include a
synopsis of each case, please',

3. For your information and attention, please,

1:’ QAk&TZZfiJEifﬁEfE g (V.N. G111) Major

- . Officer i/c

) - y ce ivilian Repatriation Section
1 Catted M - G « CANADIAN WIVES BUREAU
tacilanicd That™ avo vrfe

Ga cL»a,\mIIJLLJ lbf Caciada

oy 7Y 8 ~ngu_~uuu~AA;L1(_.Axlkhtifﬂ

Aann frtin ehecteed LP‘C‘ Fay

M — 00042
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’ /bélw/ 20 /Bigamous /1
AAG(Dis)
3 Apr 44,
e ) - @©s. Bgﬁngad,er P v
MEMORANDUM Conadian Mijee o ;
I wary Headquarters
To: - d APR ig44
- D.ALG.
. S

Discipline - Bigamy.

1.
2.

Reference folios 121 end 126,

I have examined carefully the two folios above

mentioned with a view to determine what action we should
now take and how it should be taken. With reference to the
N.D.H.Q. letter, there are some preliminary commentsi- -

Se

(a)

(c}

Para 2: N.D.H.Q. has expressed the view that

1t is not our duty to bring to the attention of

the civil authorities cases of bigamy, but you
have Indlcated that you feel that there is a duty
where it is reasonably clear that an offence
against the civil law has been committed.

I agree with your view and have planned our
future procedure accordingly.

Para 6: The type of case in which a fraud is
perpetrated on the D.A.B. 1s, I think, not likely

to be prevalent in the U.K, to the same extent

that it may be prevalent in Canada. However,

there may be cases where D.A. 1s in payment to a
"bigamous" wife who is in the U.K. While 1t 1is
difficult to prove bigamy, I consider that it 1is
even more difficult to prove the wilful perpetration
of a fraud on the D.A.B. I have allowed for this
type of prosecution in the procedure outlined below.

Officers: The N.D.H.Q. letter refers to "all ranks"
(para 1), "personnel" (para 3), "officer or other
rank" (para 3). However, I still maintain my
original view that there is 1ittle excuse for the
offence of bigamy by an officer and &1l cases.’
coming to our attention should be prosecuted by
G.C.M, after reference to the civil authorities,

With regard to the taking of action upen a charge of

bilgamy and for purposes of consolidating in this memorandum as
much of the whole picture as possible, I draw to your attention
the requirements of proof. They are:=

(a) The First Marriage: This requires production of

(b)

the original attestation paper, expert evidence of

the law of the Province where the first marriags took
place, certificate of the first marriage and expert
evidence of the valldity of the first marriage and that
the marriage certificate is proof of the contents
stated therein.

Identity: This 1is proved by production of suiltable

‘original pay documents bearing the signature of the

accused. They also usually contain an admission
that the accused was married. There is also
produced an acqulttance £oll or some other document
slgned by the accused in the presence of the witness
producing 1it,

v 00042
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(¢} The Second Marriage: This 1s proved by the
production of the certificate of the second
marriage. It proves 1tself but should be
produced by one of the witnesses to the second
marriage who could identify the accused.

(d) First wife alive at time of second marriage:
This 1s a difficult point and the weak link in
any prosecution.

4, : There 1s no presumption of the continuance of life

in a criminal trial for bigamy. There 1s a presumption that
the accused is innocent until proven guilty and this negatives
any possible presumption of the continuance of life. Thils

fact, therefore, must be proved as & fact and the only safs
method to prove 1t is to take commission evidence in Canada.

In some cases proof has been offered that the accused has not
altered his assignment originally made to his wife. From thils
fact the inference ariges that his wife 1s still alive as of the
date of proof. A Court i3 entitled to accept this Inference
and, therefore, to accept as a fact that the first wife was
alive at a date gubsequent to the second marriage. However,
this form of proof is definitely weak and a finding of fact
upon such proof would very likely be upset by a court of appeal
in c¢ivil practice. No matter how certain in substance we

may be that bigamy was committed, it might well be exceedingly
dangerous to rely on a lay court, findlng as a fact upon such
weak proof, that the first wife was allve at a date subsequent
to the second marriage. It follows, therefore, that prosecution
of a case of bigamy in a reasonably secure manner would involve
the taking of evidence on commission. This is a long drawn out,
tedlous and uneconomical procedure.

5. The difficulties of proof above-mentionsd are faced,’
not only by Courts Martial, but by the civil authorities and
their almost invariable reaction has been to drop the matter.

6. I am advised that the practice of the British Army
within the U.K. is to leave the matter entirely to the civil
authorities. They do not prosecute by Court Martial, However,
they do not have the same problems and the conditlons are by

no means simllar to those applicable to our cases.

7. Paras 3, 4 and 5 of the N.D.H.Q. letter contaln the
pollcy. 1In short they say that where circumstances of an
aggravated nature occur coupled with the reckless disregard

of his responsibilities as a member of the services, of the
soldler, the matter will be brought to the attention of the
civil authorities. The selection of such cases is left to the
M.G.A. It is further provided that those cases not prosecuted
by the clivil authorities "will be dealt with hy Court Martial®,
The practical result of this from our point of view and judging
from our past experience, is that cases-considered to come within
the class above-mentioned will require ultimately to be prosecuted
by Court Martial. The very great majority of cases will be
refused by the civil authorities, The provision, therefore,

of a programme must contemplate that the responsibility for
prosecution of such cases will rest on the milltary authorities.

8. Cur maln problem resolves itself into the getting of the -
necessary information upon which we can classify the cases which
come to our attention - upon which we can determine whether the
circumstances are of an aggravated nature and there is "a
reckless disregard for his responsibilities as a member of the
services", It will be noted also that para 3 of the N.D.H.Q.
letter provides for prosecution "generally when it is deemed
advisable by the military authorities". 1In acquiring the

ooees00042
9.
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iInformatlon the followlng factors are relevant:-

(2) In practically esvery case the first indication of the
possibility of bigamy having been committed comes
to us from Pay. They get it by reason of an enquiry
from the bigamous wife concerning hér non-receipt
of D.A. and A.P, The situation 1s always, so far as
we are concerned, that a bigamous marriage 1is :
"indicated".

(b) There remain three sources of information:-

(1) The soldier. Obviously he cannot be asked to
ineriminate himself. We can, however, draw the
allegation to his attention and ask him for an
explanation, but the explanation cannot be used
in evidence. I think that we are Justifled in
asking for any explanation of the allegation that
the soldier may wish to offer.

(11) The bigamous wife: The same condltions apply to
any request to her, for information.

(111) Other sources: Occasionally a relative of the
blgamous wife may draw the matter to our attention.
In these cases it is usually a reguest to know
whether or not the soldier.ls in fact, married
to the bigamous wife or whether or not he has a
wife in Canada. These outside sources seldom
produce any useful information.

9e = Under the Army Act there is a limitation upon the
taking of proceedings by Court Martial. A.A. 161 provides

that "a person shall not ...... be tried or punished for any
offence triable by Court Martial committed more than three years
before the date at which his trial begins". The jurlsdiction
of a civil court 1s preserved and there are other exceptions
which are not important at the moment. At folio 98 the
interpretation of the underlined words is given by D.J.A.G.

as meaning the actual date on which the trial itself starts.

All time, therefore, occupiled in preparation of the case,

runs against the prosecution. Should we determine that
appropriate cases be prosecuted {and I suggest, by court
martial) and the machinery 1s put in motion at once, I would
congider that a period of six months would be required to complete
the preparation. I recommend, therefore, that we should fix

30 Sep 41 as the date prior to which any alleged offence of
blgamy should be ignored.

10. With regard to all the cases presently under
consideration I would recommend the followlng procedure:=-

(a) Elimination of all cases in which the bigamous
marriage took place prior to 30 Sep 41. A rough
calculation .would indicate that there are, at the
moment, 55 cases left to be considered for -prosecuticn.

(b) Determine the present location of each individual soldier
in each case not eliminated under (a)., We should then
eliminate all those cases where disciplinary action would
be inexpedient by reason of the soldlert!s present
location; for example, any theatre of operations,
or Canada. |

" (¢} with respect to any cases remeining after (a) and (b),
we should check carefully the information we now have
and elimlnate all those cases where disciplinary action
is clearly inexpedient, for example :=

eeses/ 00043
0
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-~ decree absolute obtained

‘ - had heard nothing of
his wife for over 7 years.

(111) °

' - has been tried in a
civil court on a charge of bigamy and sentenced
to 12 months imprisonment.

Where it is not known, we should then find out the
name and last known address of the woman concerned
in each of the remalning cases. This can be
obtained by drawing the pay file for each soldier.
At the same time the pay file will disclose whether
or not D.A. and/or A.,P., is in payment as a result of
the bigamous marriage.

With respect to all cases remaining afiter (a) (b)

and (¢) we should write to the Commanding Officer

of each individual soldier whether or not we know the
name of the woman concerned, requesting from the
soldier a careful explanation of the alleged bigamy.

I think 1t must be pointed out to the soldier that his

. actual explanation cannot be used in evidence but that

(g}

(h)

proof of the facts which he discloses may be established
by other evidence.

On the return of each explanation, the case should
then be examined and there should be eliminated all
cases in which:~

(1) The soldier's explanation would, if told in
court, give rise to a reasonable doubt of
his guilt.

(11) The prosecution would probably fall for other
reasons, For example actlion taken by the
¢lvil courts.

In all cases then remaining we should write to
the woman concerned requesting her story. She
should be told:=

(1) Information has been received from which
there is reason to bellieve that the soldier
concerned, by marrying her, has committed
bigamy.

(11) It is desired to obtaln all relevant information
to determine whetheror not the soldier should
be prosecuted for this offence.

(111) That any letter which she writes to us cannot
be used in evidencse, but that she may be called
as a - witness to give evidence herself,

(iv) We should attempt in our leétter to avold
frightening her too much.

Upon the return to us of the woman's explanation, there
should be eliminated:-

(1) All cases 1n which reasonable doubt of guilt
" of the soldier would arise from answers which

she would probably make on cross examinatlion.

YRR 0,0~0043
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(11) All cases in which disciplinary action would
be inexpedient after considering the effect
of the comblned explanations of the soldlier ami
the woman,

(1) Each case remaining after the eliminations referred to
In sub-paras (a) to (h) inclusive, should then be
examined to determine in which ones "a bigamous
union has been entered into ..... under circumstances
of an aggravated nature in which there is an
indication that the ...... other rank concerned
has acted with a reckless disregard of his
responsibilities as a member of the service ...."

(J} All cases coming wit hin the requirements of sub-
para (1) should then be referred to the appropriate
¢ivil authorities with s sultable offer of co-
operation and the request that we be advised
whether or not they propose to prosecuts.

(k) During the process (a) to (J) inclusive, cases will,
no doubt be disclosed in which reference to the civil
authorities would be advisable upon general grounds.
After a decision taken under sub para (1) they shoulgd
be referred to the civil authorities at once and in
the same manner as set out in sub-pars (j}.

(1) Cases may also be disclosed where a fraud on the
D,A.B., i1s indicatsd. These should be examined
carefully with a view to disciplinary action by
court martial .,

11. When we have received appropriate answers from the
civll authorities (which I anticipate in most cases will be

a refusal to prosecute), a decision must then be taken as

to the action directed by para 5 of N.D,H.Q. letter. They

say "will be dealt with by court martial", You will note.

the requirements for a decision to prosecute which are set

out in para 10(1) above - "reckless disregard of his
responsiblilities as a member of the servicé". I suggest

that thls be interpreted to mean only the cases in which
military discipline generally would be seriously affected

or prejudiced if action were not taken. This I think, should
be the measure for determining the advisability of prosecution
by Court Martial. If this measure is adopted, then a declsion
under para 10, (1) to refer a case to the clvil authorities
would automatically constitute a decision to prosecute by
Court Martial ~ falling civil action.

12, Each case which requires trial by Courﬁ Martial
should then be referred to J.A.G. Section for preparation and
prosecution,

13, Thls procedure will be suitsble, not only for the
cases of which we are presently aware, but for each individual
case as and when it comes to our attention.

14. One final point requires attention, Who will make

the appropriate decisions during the carrying out of this
procedure ? In para 4 of the N.D.H.Q. letter it is shated
that the M.G.A. will decide what cases "fall within paras 3".

I consider that this means the final decision in each individual
case., ‘With regard to the preliminary steps, I suggest the

coesnas/
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following:=

Para 10 - (a)

{
(b} (
(c) ( Action and decision by A.G.5a.
(@) (
(¢) (
{(g) - Action by A.G.5a
(h) - Decision by A.J.A.G. (Opns)
(1) - Recommendation by A.G.5a to
AAG(Dis) to D.A.G. to M.G.A.
for his decision.,. .
(5
(i) ( Action by A.G.5a
- Decision by A.J.A.G. {Opns)
15. May I please have your instructions.,

(T..R.McDonald) Lt-Col
AA.G.{Dis)
CANADIAN MILITARY HEADQUARTERS
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".""r__h-—?-:-.T - OUOTE NOH Q, 54 27 32 l FD 56
T ML Adm.3(c)4
;Bepmtmeni\uf National Defence

Ottawa, Canada,
7 Mar 44

%
CANADA

Canadian Mr&qtaryﬁHeaﬁ uarters, .
2 Cockspur SEReti* 0)&

Trafalgar Sguare e
LOIldOIlgS .‘N . %’ ENG’_I q ND % MCDO“a‘d) ‘_1)8\"-- Cold
AA. G.(Dis Qfﬁ
A eou"h‘-r
Discipline - Bigamy -1 2| cwﬁmnwmﬂid
17 7 MAR 1644

Reference 20+4Bigamous/l (DAG) dated 4 Jan

(::) The prosecution of offences of bigamy commit-
ted by all ranks of the Canadian Aymy in the United King-
{Qfodom and in Canada is primarily a matter for the Civil
Q Courts of the Upited Kingdom and Cangda. In all cases
deA where the Civil Authorities consider civil prosecution
1;”:2/ g,desirable, the Canadian Apny will give every assistance
possible, “
r4 2. It is not considered that it is the duty of
the Canadian Mllitary Aythoritiegs either in the United
OM{{O Kingdom or in Canada to bring to the attention of the
. Civil Authorities all cases where it may appear that a
bigamous union has been entered into by personnel of the

V et
.\gw@ quadlan Army. v
& :(\6560\03

Cases will be brought to the attention of the
@ﬂ¥*01v11 Authorities wﬁegeﬂg_hig&mous union has peerl entered
into by persommel of the Canadian Army under circumstances
of an aggravated nature in which there i1s an indicatIon
. That the officer or other rank concerned, has acted with
) a reckless disregard for his responsibilities as a member
- of the Service, or generally when it is deemed advisable
by the Military Authorities. »f”f

4, The Adjutant-General in Canada and the Major-
General in charge of Administration, London, England, will
decide what cases fall within para 3.

V"
5 Cases falllng within para % which are not pro- '

b

secuted by the oiviy Autﬁorltles will be dealt with by
court-Martial.

‘/'

6. Cases where it appears that a bigamous union
-has been entered into with a view to perpetrating a fraud
on the Dgpendents' Allowance Board should, in addition to
being treated as bigamy under the terms in the foregoing
paras, be considered by the Military Authorities in the

(?D ligiht of such fraud and such dlSClpllnary action taken under

Section 18(5) A.A. as the casemayvmrranc.
: U©°“MAPZ aéfwybfég““ﬂuasz

Magor General
Adjutant- General.

e LS M MZ
> ' o ] { Baoth) Brlgadler
Nat. Def. A-168 0(‘ “
H. Q. 1772-39-376 Canadion i | : ‘qriarters W
10 Wax 1944

S00M-7-40 (5938-9-40).



3
N\ . - ess(tpInformatign Act -
) ' EE{ :@mpﬂa Wi}ggg%g ! ia g?aégg a%,l%prmaﬁon
25 Feb 44. . .\\‘
> O A.G.(A. G.s), o {
Rk T C M HoQ
Bigamous Marriages in the United Kingdom. 9‘5\ M 'é'b wﬁ\g/
1. Further to my letter numbered as above, d/28 Jan 44,
regardinb the’ m/n subject.
5.19(1) 2. The following is a further l1ist of personnel of the

Canadian Army Overseas who have contracted bigamous marriages .
in the Unilted Kingdom, and 1s paqsed to you as requested -

No. . Name. _ 1' Unit.

Date and Place of
Bigamous Marrisge.:

8 Field Regt., RCA.

Hastings & Prince
Edward Regiment._

5/3,44 1. Bn., R.H.L.I:

4 Cdn.Anti-Tank Regt.

-

Oct 41.

'St;George's Church,

Morden, Surrey.

20 Aug 43.

Hailsham Christ Chur

Horam Co. Y
.30 Jan 43. a

* Blythswood, Glasgow.

8 Dec 43.

\}lua/LA/~<u4_—4~J

(D S Hutcheon),Ma jor,
for Chief-Paymaster,
Canadi an Army Overseas.
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Call Srl No. Priority . Transmission Instructions f 7%
‘ \ - ABOVE THIS LINE FOR SIGNALS USE ONLY
e ' Originator . Date—Time of Origin Office Date Stamp
FROM .
(A) . e
DEFRFSOR OFFaWs | Peh 0018379784 |
haudt b ; i i - =
~ . © For-Action. . . _
: . .. a . i Y .
ro CAIGLITRY
' (W) For Information (INFO)
: : Msge Instrns GR
SECRET . This message will not be distributed outside British Government departments

CIPHER TELEGRAM or Headquarters, or re-transmitted even in Cipher, without being paraphrased. -

Originator’s No.

AG 879 | | Retel A 757 3 Feb 44

S L 5‘7‘”’%//

DISERT ﬁfﬂi’gﬁ/
e g o A o

to Siguaals
9 1o Docket

3 ©
£ i g. Mf.
C,m,d‘\an
THIS MESSAGE MAY BE SENT AS IF LIABLE TO BE INTERCEPTED OR TO FALL ORIGINATOR'S INSTRUCTIONS
WRITTEN BY ANY MEANS INTO ENEMY HANDS THIS MESSAGE MUST DEGREE OF PRIORITY ) 4% ';B
EXCEPT BE SENT IN CIPHER ;"..:l 3 -
} WIRELESS . . {
"""""""""" Lo Time Syst | Op
i
SIGNED - : SIGNED : ~ (g THE of TOR'| |
THI TOR {Cipher) TOR (Signals) ‘ ) - Time Cl.rd

voses - . a0




éRM}; FORM C 2136 (Large Modifled)

MESSAGE FORM- divulgué

Document disclosed under the Access to information Act -

en vertu de la Lo sur 'gccés & l'imfprmation
i,
/ L

4&%&3/ 57 (3764) Register No.
Call ) Srl No. Priority Transmission Instructions
‘ .
ABOVE THIS LINE FOR SIGNALS USE ONLY
Originator Date—Time of Origin Office Date Stamp
FROM .
“) CANMILITRY Feb 3 1640/A
For Action
DEFENSOR
TO :
(W) For Information (INFO) Mogo Tnstros GR
Originator’s No. A 757
CAN YOU NOW ADVISE VIEWS OUR .
8 [ },
20/BIGAMOUS/1 4 JAN 44 - f |
DISTRIBUTION:
...__9 l. 20/BIGAMOUS/L (A.G5)
| 2.
= Sigs
4, "A" Tele file
5. Dis Tele flle
CHECKED : ,
(B.B. Osler) Major
A.G.5.
THIS MESSAGE MAY BE SENT AS ORIGINATOR’S INSTRUCTIONS
WRITTEN BY ANY MEANS Wi DI ¥ PRIORITY
_ _f:)ECEP'r ( fﬁ LN, ChPHEE R,
VPRV ’}T'Q;R%mms 4/.R. McDonald) Lt.col.
.................... AOA.G. (Dis ) Tune Syst Op
_SIGNED SIGNED THI or TOR
i FeEEly 48 a4 TOR (Cipher) TOR (Signals) Time Clrd
f
{
. 00043
{C.M.H.Q. (2)
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28 Jan 4.

D.A.G. (A.G.5), , )
C.M,H.qQ. % Dz

Bigamous Marriages in the United Kingdom,

1. Further to my letter numbered as above d/26 Nov 43 regarding the
m/n subject,

2. The following informetion regarding an additional bigamous marriage
contracted in the United Kingdom by a member of the Canadian Army Overseas,
is passed to you as requested:-

No. Name, Unit. Date and Place of
Bigamous Marriage,
9 Cdn. Armd. Regt. Bletchingley - Surrey.
20 Mar 43.

s.19(1)

(D.S.Hutcheon), Major,
for Chief Paymaster,
Canadian Army Overseas.

Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act - \_
Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur F'accés a l'information

Y
PT/12/BIG.MARRIAGES/1 (Pay2c

} Chief Paymaster's Office.
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20/Bigamous /1l J .
(DAG) |

The Secrstary, Lo
Department of Natlonal Delence,  oriGINAL DAMAGED n
Ottawae, Canada, ' - T

.
W
Disciplineg -~ Bigamv.
Lo Since the arrivel of the Canadian Army

Overseas, the following offences of blgamy by Canadian
Army persomnel have come Lo abttentlons
- 4 w4 nd
1940 = &
1941 - 40 !
1842 - 54
1943 6 & e

Usually information in regard to these cffences
- is secured, sometimes long after the event, by reason of
enguiries made by the "wlfe” in regard to dependents
ellowance,
2 To.date ths following convictions have been
geecureds

a) 0.R.5. in civil courts
by FoG’aGnh‘Ea -

]

s.19(1)

W LW

b) Officers trisd by GCH =

who alber

Of these, ex-Lisub. 5
enlisted

his dismissel from the Service,
. in the R.E. was gubsequently chargsd and

convicted by the Civil Court for Lwo

addi tional subseguent offences of bigem
3o : In the early stages, it was found toc e
practically impossible.to institute milltary procesdiv
regard to these cagses by reaspn of the almost insupsps
difficulty ¢f securing the necessary eévidence Lo prov
first merpiage, identity of the parties to 1if, and ¢
that the marriage was siill elfective at the time o
alleged offence, This difficulty also aifected
authorities.

24

e

| P.C.2939/43 which provides for the ba

- conmiseion évidesnce was recelived here gbout the

Apr 435, Following receint of this V.0, all the
were referred to J,A.G. Branch for advice as Lo -
not 1t would e praciicable to take proceedings
reasonable chance oI SBCCEES. Addivional car
brought Yo notice. fvom time to time and at the
DJAG advises that procesdings are.practlcable
Lotal of 44 cases. 0f the remainder, proc.
barred by reason of the provisions of AALG
snd verious ressons are seb out 'as W why
ticable to proceed with the other cases.

2

\
o

s &

b

4o Most ecareful consideration |
guestion of whether or not procsedings
in regerd to the 44 cases. referred Lo 2
under are the reasons for and sgainsi
these are as follows:-~

ORIGINAL DAMAGED
00044
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&) Reasons Ffor procesding: ?

i} It is & clvil offence, pupiugﬁb'w by
N
s

law in the U.7. wnich can be dealt with
i . ' 'Uci’lt.l &1 AA & l.Ll 9
i1} These offences.tend to bring the Canadian
_ ﬁr“y into diarepuuw, .
114} The best deterrent is adequate punishment.

b) HReasons aselnst procesding:

1). Reference (1) and (it) ebove, it is )
. primerily the duby of thé eivil authoritiss
te preosscube thege gases, 17 they will

not undertaks to, prosecute with whatever
reln we can give them, there cgn be no zube
gtantial grounds for- complaint by them AT
we faill to procedd, :

1) It is unueonra“ia te teke prﬂﬁéﬁdimts in
- ioregard o a conparatively small proporition
- of.these because failure to take. procesdings
oL in the remainder would apkﬁa? 4o, indicdte
digcerimination sagainst the minogrity.  Before
proceedings could be comuenced, additional
N caseés would be barred wnder AALLSL and BP 36(4).
In vegard bto pr actlcally all of] suvch cases
comuaission evidence will havs to be teken in
Canada, 'and the date 6. the.comiencensnt of
trial will be postponed in many csses f
matter of months. - In view of
all probability nherwholﬂ of the
will be engaged in actlve OpE Ta
‘near future, 1L would Dc necess
the persomel concerned.and,. 1
witnessds, from fleld vmits and
" CRU for: théupracced¢ﬂgd to be tgk;m.

o

.\

@

q
E‘:

F
"i
el

Several prosecuiions are bGound to feil bocause
. of the dilfl uIAQ of locating witnosas
88CUr ing cviuance, 6L0. 5. 2nd the @ffest of
offenders. eson ping punishment in this way wiil
be harmful.

Pl
=
T

As im. indicated ;m,para 2 above}! the problem iz

a8 diminishing one, largely due Go the fact

that Registrars will nobt issuc a marriage license
witheut & cgervilicate ol permission To maryy

from the Commanding - Offimcr,-“o that the

neceasity for exemplQTW,punlﬁudqrﬁ is minimized,

’

Fai
<
et

This appears to be one of the most important
reasons for not EQKiﬂg,hctL"n id these cases.
o o -
In orﬁcr Lo pros soute. the. 44 cages, having in
wind that big charges arc somebimes wmore
to
a

G) »

anmy
ifficult to prove than ordinsry) military
Tences, a bremendous amotmb oF work would be
~1véa, taki&g uxmhr g, securing ¢iviliian
“liitary ? 2 the courts,
ding and uf&ﬂﬁ@?iblﬂg proceedings, reviewing
dings eba. | All thiz could only be
v neglecting to & graeter or losser sxi
rore importent duties. Further, ag

;()r_}:’}{)

ORIGINAL DAMAGED
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e #

peinted out above, practically all this
work would have to be done in CRYU where the
facilities for handling disciplinary cases
are already stretched to i:he limit.

Further to refson (v), proseﬁution would tie
up conaiderable manpower which mlght be

: otherwise sbetter employeﬁ;

It 1s pointed out that tha:re have been only
3 cases brought to notice in which officers
were the offenders and in. these, proceedings
were taken by way of GCM end the officers
concerned were dismissed the service, It
ie proposed in regard to any. Tuture officer
cages that milibary proceedings will be

talen unless the Civil authnri‘ties decide to

proéecute. ' - .
It 1s suggesteé. for conaideratian that in
future cases affecting O.Rs, all available
information should be placed before the

_Sppropriate Glivil autbm*itz.es, and in gLhe

event that they decide %to. prosscutbe, 'évery

‘aggistance shauld be gz.van by us to them.

Your views on this Whola qussi;ion at the earliest

date wnl ‘be appreciated. :

‘ | 4

{P.J.Montague) Major-General
f[/'ma_mr-eenergl 1/c Administration
~ Canadian Military Headquarteras
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(T)}4q 20/Bigamous/1 (DAG)
T Nl

O I< 3L Dec 43,
N MaﬁorfF,;n‘

S8cretary,
Depar tment of Natilonal Defencejs " - '
Ottawa, Canada, R

Discipline - Bigamy. -

1. Since the arrivai of the Cansadian Army
Overseas, the following offences of bigemy by Canadian
Army personnel have come to attention:
| 1940- - . 8
! . 1941 - 407
1942 - 34
1943 - 6
ﬁmaally informetion in regérd to these offences
is securedjsometimes long after the evenf)by reasbn of
enquiries made by the "wife" in regard to dependents
allowance.
2 To date the follcwing‘dbnvictions have been
secured : : ‘ ' -
a) O.Rs. in civil courts - 9 |
by F.G.C. M, f 5
b) Officers tried by GCH = 3.

'SJSU) 4 N Of these, ex-Lieut. i who, afiter
his dismissal from the ZService, enlisted
in the R.E. was subsequently charged and
convicted by the Civil Court for two |
additional subsequent offences of bigamy.
3. In the early stages, 1t was found to be practically
imgpsqib;e to Institute military proceedings in regard to
.these‘casesxpy'reggoniéf\tﬁg gl@§§tfinsuperable_difficulty'
of securing the necessary'evﬁdgﬁqé to prove the first
marrgggg,.iqen£;;§ th'ﬁgfties to 1t, and the fact that
the marriage was sgill,éffegtivg-%t the time of the alleged
‘offence.  This difficulty also affected the Clvil eubhorities.
P.c.2959/43 Whiéh providés for the taking of

-

fr-
00044
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2, | ‘ O

commission evidence was received here about the end of

Apr 43, Foliowing receipt of this P.C. &ll these cases

. were referred to J.A.G. Branch for advice as to whether or
not it would be practicable to take proceedings with a
reasonable chance of success. Additional cases were
brought to notice from time to time and at the present

time DJAG advises that proceedings are practicable in
regard to a total of 44 cases. -0f the remainder,
proceedings wéiiﬁ%ie barred by reason of the provisions of
AA,.161 and RP 36(4)(iil), and various ressons are set out
es to why 1t would be impracticable to proceed with the
other cases.

4, Most careful»consideration has been given to the
question of whether or not proceedings should be Instituted
in regard to the 44 cases referred to above. Set out
hereunder are the reasons for and agalinst taking such.acﬁ:;h,
ceems, these are as follows :- |

a) Reasons for proceeding:

1) It is a civil offence, punishable by
law in the U.K. which can be dealt with
under AA.41. |
11) These offences tend to bring the Canadian
Army into disrepute.
1ii) The best deterrent is.édequafe punishment.

b) Reasons against proceeding:

i) Reference (1)»and (1i) above, it 1is
primarily the duty of the civil authorities
to prosecute these cases., If they will not
undertake tgg prosecute with whatever help
we can give them, there can be no substan-
tial grounds for compleint by them if we

' *mkh to proceed.

11) It is undesirable to take proceedings in

regard to a comparatively small proportion

of these because failure to take proceedings
' 000445



\

141)

“iv)

v)
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3. ,
in the remainder would appear to indicate
discrimination against the minority. Before
proceedings could be commenced, additiénal
cases Wouid be barred under AA.161 and

RP 56(A).en&{En regard to practically all of
such cases commission evidence will have to
be taken in Canade, and the date of the
commencement of trial Will be postponed in

many cases for a matter of months. In view

- of the fact that ih all probabllity the

whole of the Cenadian Army will be engaged
in active 0peraEions in the near future, it
would be necessary to withdraw the bersonnel
concerned and, in somée cases witnesses, from
field wnits and return them to CRU for the
proceedings to be taken.

Several proseciutions are bound to fail

because of the difficulty of locating witnesses,

;securiﬁg evidence, etc.. and the effect of

offenders escaping punishment ih this way will
be harmful.
As is indiceted in para 2 ébove, the problem
is a diminishing one, largely due to the fact
that Reglistrars Wi;l not issue & marriage
license w;tﬁoﬁt a certificate of permlssion to
marry from the Command ing Officgr, so that the
necessity for exemplary punishment is minimized.
. This appears to be one of the most
important reasons for not taking action in
these cases,
In order to prosecute the 44 cases, having in
mind that bigamy charges are s ome times more
difficult to prove than ordinary military
offences, a f{remendous amount of work would be
tngrico

M&M ?

Gy
involveq/ iﬁ—%hn—recan&ﬁmgﬂnﬂrﬂnwuﬂﬂnﬂmﬂﬂﬁn

ﬁ¢£lu1ct4=r~~4= v&cxvﬂaw~qQ'bmﬁdamlﬁus/%”c&cﬂaqu]
Yivrewng /wmc..ﬂt-—)o - | 2?044
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4. y A
=, 6—2 x41410¢;;‘ t&c‘gwanIZJv s/
glong,.-and /could only be done /t —
lerotry Selidis other end—bewna, more important duties. '

Further, as 1s pointed out above, practically
all this work would have to be done in CRU
where the facilities for handling disciplinary
cases are already stretched to the limit.

vi) Further to reason (v), prosecutlon would tie up
consldereble manpower which ﬁight be otherwise
better employed.,

vii) It is pointed out that there have been only
5 cases brought to notice in which officers
were the offenders and in these)proceedings
were taken by way of GCM and the mRfemdmxs
officers concerned were dismissed the service.
It 1s proposed in regard to any future officer
cases that military proceedings will be taken
unless the Civil authorities declde to
prosecute.

viib It is suggested for consideration that in

availabls
future cases affecting O.Rs. abl/information
should be placed before the appropriate Civil
authorities, and in the event that they decide
to prosecute, every assistance w=x3 be given
by us to them.
Se Your views on this whole question at the earliest

date will be appreciated.

(P.J.Montague) Major-General
o Major-General i/c Administration
’ Canadian Military Headquarters.
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D,KET’— 20/Bigamous/1 (ADAG(B))
' 29 Deec 43

See

A nt-

Dgggi%ﬁgﬁ%gggnﬁiéional Defence, ‘ﬁégéé//
Ottawa, Ont.,
CANADA oz /5. |

|

e . A large accumulation of these cases, has occurred
despite the fact thaf a considerable number have been brought
tovthe attention of the civil aﬁthoéites who have decided_ggg
to prosecute.
2; Tt was lnadvlisable for us to institute proceedings
in the vast majority of these cases because of the difficulties
surrounding the securing of evidence from Canadas in regard to
the first marriage, identity of parties, etc. A few months
g 2959 /43 ‘ |
ago provision wes made by P.C. Ordegxfor evidence to be taken
on commission and it is now possible to secure the necessary
evidénpe in normal cases.,
3 I am advised that prosecutions are praéticable in, |
44 of the approximately 90 undiposed of cases in which our personnel
are involved, apart from the question of advis&bility of our
prosecuting any of these cases.
4, I have glven this matter careful consideration
end now 11ist hereunder the reascns for and against taking
proceedings in these cases. These are as followssi=
(a) ‘Reasons for proceeding:
(1) It 1is a ciﬁlloffence,'punishable by law .
in the U;K._Mm&wﬁdw AR ¢t shiries
(11} These offences éend to bring the Canadian 1
Army into disrepute. |
(1ii) The best deterrent is adequate punishment.
(b) Reasons'agéinst proceeding:
(i) Reference (i)-and (ii) above, it is primarily
the duty of the civil authorities to prosecute
these cases, If they will‘not undertake to
progecute with whatever help we can give.then,
there can be no substantial grounds for complaint

b7£i£u if we fall to proceed.

00044
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(11) TUnder A.A,161 and R.P.36A(111) action under the
-

“Teic  between the commis

Army Act is barréd if the time—whish elapsed

on of the offencg; and the
be ) 1l is more than three years,
A considerable/number of the above referred to
90 cases are¢ already barred by Statute-and many
others wi be barred before the dates on which
trials s¥art. Commission evidence will be required
in prgttically eVery case and the date of the

ning of the trial will thus be postponed for

majy months.

(11i) Several prosecutions arq&bound to fail because of

(iv

(vi)

“the difficulty of locating witnesses, securing
evidence etc., and the effect of of fenders escaping
punishment in this way will be harmful.

e problem 1s a diminishing one, largely due fo
the fact that Registrars wlll not issue a marriage
license without a certificate of permiséion to
marry from the Cbmmanding Officer, so that the

necessity for exemplary punishment is minimized.

e ascertalned,

In order té prosecute theépd+ﬁases,having in mind
that bigamy charges are sometimes more difficult to
prove than ordinary military offences, a tremendous
amount of work would be involved, in the recording
and transcription alone, and could only be done at
the expense of other and to usg more important
dutles. 0}‘/)\

Further to reason (v), prosecution would tie up
considerable manpower Wh@kmight be otherwise better

employed.

(v i)
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- /1€
Se In view of the foregoing I have reached the oconclusion
. thaf it is inadvisable to commence proceedings in these cases s
/Zwould ser-r-Mirir~apreciate your viqfws on this subject. |
6. 'If the decision is taken to prosecute, it will be
necessary for your Headguarters to érrange for the taking of

commission evidence in Canada in regard to practically all trese

cases.

7

newvertlEless bring all suéh cases, o0th paét and future to the
attention of the approbria@e efv1l authorites, advising them that
we will give them all ayellable information and e#ery possible
assistance in the svent that they decide to prosecute.

8, . It is further proposed that we prosecute all cases
where officers are guilty of this offence and undertake
prosecution of any special cases of other ranks if the

circumstances indicate the necessity for doing so,

(P.J.Montague) Major-General,
i/c Administration, ,
Canadian Military Headquarters
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0/Bigamous,/1l (DAG)
28 Dec 43,
ADAG(B)

1. At folio 104 is my memorandum to the
Senior Officer in which I recommend, with reasons,
that no further action be taken with regard to the
prosecution of O.R., personnel gullty of the offence
of bigamy, but that proceedings should be taken
where officers are involved.

2e The Senior Officer has now directed

that the whole matter be placed before N.D.H.Q.

Will you therefore please prepare a draft for an '
airmail letter to N.D.H.Q. on this subject. This
letter should contain a general statement of the
situetion and recital of the reasons why in most

cases action could not be taken until after authority
was secured to take commlission evidence in Canada

(see folio 31); a recital of the fact that DJAG has
advised that prosecutions are practicable in 44 cases;
a summary of the reasons for and against proceeding

in these cases along the lines of my memo at folio 104;
a statement by the Senior Officer that he has reached .
the conclusion, in view of the foregoing, that it is
inadvisable to commencs proceedings in these cases, and
a request for N.D.H.Q's views on the subject.

Se The letter should also set out that a con-
siderable number of these cases have been brought to

the attention of the Civil authorities who have decided
not to prosecute; that if our view 1s concurred in

we will bring all such cases both past and future to

the attention of the appropriate Civil authorities,
edvising them that we will give them all available infor-
mation and every possible assistance in the event that
they decide to prosecute. Alsc state that we propose
to prosecute all cases where officers are guilty of this
offence end would undertake the prosecution, in special
cases, of other ranks if the circumstances indicate the
necesglity for doing so.

4, It should be pointed out to N.D. H Q. that if
the decision were taken to prosecute, it would be
necessary for N.D.H.Q. to arrange for the taking of
commission evidence in Canada in regard to practically
all of them. . §§

; 3

ssee OVED
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5. This letter will require very careful
preparation as it is essential the whole matter be
placed clearly before N.D.H.Q. In view of tk.le .
delays already taken place, please deal with this in
priority. .

ooth) Brigadier
O D.A.G.
Canadian Military Headquarters.

(c.s.
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20/Bigamous/1l (DAG)

28 Dec 43,

Senior Officer.

Bigamz.

Lty

1.

The following are answers to your

questions at folio 105, together with further explanation:-

s.19(1)

a) .
o
BT
111)
iv)

'Number of cases prosecuted :

In Civil Courts - 9

JIn Field Units by FGCM -~ Nil
(4 of the sbove civil prosecutions
are from FPleld Units).

Units under command CMHQ by FGCM = 3
(5 of  the above civil prosecutions).

Officers - 3. Have been tried by
GCM and dismisgsed the service. Cne
of these ex=Lieut.iiiiiiiii hag since been

tried by Civil Court for 2 additional
similar offences.

Particulars of these are et folios 112 and 113.

b)
1)

L

//11)

\/‘
iv)

‘/at folio 104.

Lack of notice to you.

I think you were in the picture about =a

" year ago when we were asking Canada to set

up machinery to take cormission evidence as
the bigamy situation was ons of the reasons
for our request. At that time numbers
brought to notice were around 50.

On 28 Apr 43 I discussed the general situa-~

‘tion inecluding numbers, with Brigadiler

Beament, at which time no action could be
taken because we were still awaiting authority
re cormission ev1dence.

n 30 Apr 43 I received copy of P.C. providing
or cormission evidence and on that date
directed Dis (Lt.Col. Walker) to "at once.
review" all pending cases to determine where
proceedings should be instituted (folio 31).
There is no clear indicatlion as to what
instructions Dis issued in pursuance of this,
but en 10 Aug 43 (folio 86) DJAG passed to
AGSa a memorandum together with an analysls
of each case and recommendations as to whether
or not the soldier should be prosecuted.
There is no indication as to what action, if
any, A@ba (Capt. H.A., Martin) took in regard
to thls, and he 1s not now available.

My recollection is that about the middle of

Nov, Dis (Lt.Col. McDonald) discussed with me
the problems involved in rsgard to the prose~
cution of these cases, and on my instructions
AJAG was requested on 19 Nov 43 (follo 96) to
prepare a memorandum setting out the procedure
required to be taken etc. in reg%rd to these

cases. Memorandum by DJAG d 5 Nov_ 43
appears at folio 98; comments'BT’K’E’ngﬁﬂov 43)
at Tollo 101, and memo to me from Dis (4 Dec 43)
at folio 102. My memd to you of 6 Dec 43 is

« o o 0700045
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2. Sumarized, thé situation appears to be
as follows:-

a) Until provision was made to take commission
evidence in Canada, it was a.practicel im-
possibility to undeértake proceedings except
in a very few of these cases.

b) " As soon sas authority to take cammiss ion
evidence was secured, instructions were
issued by me to Dis to review the situation
for the purpose of determining which cases
cofild be prosecuted.

c) ° ‘So far as can be determined from the file,
it appears either that Dis, (Lt.Col. Walker)
failed to carry out my instructions, or,
alternatively, that AG5a (Capt. Martin) with
whom Dis dealt directly on these matters,
failed to carry out instructions to him. In

any event, there is an unexplained and un-

warranted delay from May until Aug. Again,
there is a further unexplained and unwarranted

’ " delay between 10 Aug 43 and Nov when Dis (Lt.
Col. McDonald) brought the matter to my
‘attention again.

d) While these delays were inexcusable, the ex-
planation probably is that because AGSa was
handling such a very large volume of flles,
and also because from day to day he was handling
minor routine matters on this particular file,
he, in the first place, overlooked or neglectéd
toé take the necessary action on this matter.
I have to point out that as Lt.Col. Walker and
Capt. Martin are both not available to explain
what they did in regard to thds matter, it is
not fair to allocate to either of them the
blame for this situation.

\ -

(C S. Booth) Brigadier
D.A.G.
Canadian Millitary Headquarters.

%ZA,( e Wq;&w‘ Mﬁ/fm“‘x‘—‘_ﬁ;“"
cases. QU (0] oo 30 4 DS WM
(%17' 614194~11ra«q; t érﬂﬂa Aoy pﬁ~7ﬂrvt/zan-r~1 yw »n ‘

cat3
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20 /Bigamous /1 ”

' : AAGTDLs
® | | )
20 Dec 43,
WMEMORANDUM

BIGAMY

1. Further to folio 107, at folio 110 and 112 are lists
of' members of the Cdn Army.who have been tried upon charges

of bigamy. You will recall that this was requested by the
~Senior Officer at folio 105,

2e In the order in which the Senior Officer asked for
them, the following are the particulars:- b
(a) Cases prosecuted in the civil courts (folio 110) -
9 cases including 1 of making a false statement
under the Marriage Act. All are cases of other
ranks, and the convictions cover apparently the
whole of England. Sentences run from 1 case of
having been bound over, to 12 months imprisormment.

One case involved a fine of £50 or 3 months hard
labour.

(b) Cases prosecuted in field units:

(1) By the civil authorities (apparently 4)
(11) By FGCM - Nil.

(c) Cases prosecuted in units under command CMHQ
(1) By the civil authorities - 5
(11) By FGCM -3

3. In addition to the foregoing{ 34officers had been
tried by GCM upon a charge of bigany;” and all were sentenced
to be dismissed from Hls MeJésty's Service,

W liv o fibzeﬁ%~°ctz:;4 Q
M- / 01 (L.R.McDonald) ?t-Col
ok Cmnd” /w ZaﬂU—'—Z«/"""( A.A.G.(Dis
ii::fﬁlA/ Canadian Military Headquarters
tooe el »
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20/Bigamous/1 (AJAG (Cts))

17 Dec 453
AAG (Dis)
.Bigamy
1. Reference your 20/Bigamous/l ot 11 Dec 43,

s.19(1)

attached hereto, relative to them/n matter,

2.

Pursuant to your request the following information

has been obtained in this regard:-

(a) This Branch has no record of convictions of Cdn

personnel by civilian courts. It is understood,
however, that such a record is kept by the DPM
and he could, no doubt, give you the information
which you require in this connection. The only
-¢ivil prosecution for bigamy of which we haveany

knOWledge is one against i il i WhoO

was convicted thereof at the 0ld Bailey of 21 Oct
4% and sentenced to 12 months!? 1mprlsonment I may
also _say that ex-Lieut .~ whose- case is

at the 0ld Bailey and convicted thereof. He was
sentenced to 3 years! penal servitude. He had been
involved in two bigamous marriages,

(b) There have been no prosecutions by way of FGCM

in field units, that is to say, units under command
ot First cdn Army. '

(c) The following persons have been charged with bigamy

3.

and tried by ¥ocM in units under command of CMHQ:

... 1 CSRU - This soldier
was tried by FGCM on a charge of bigamy on 1
Jun 42, He pleaded not guilty but was found
guilty and sentenced to undergo imprisonment
with hard labour for two years on 1 Jun 42.
This was contirmed on 7 Jul 42, In this
instance the bigamous marriage occurred on 17

Apr 41 in wales.

i ) CASCRU - This soldier
3 Yy FGCM on a charge of bigamy on 28

Jan 43. He pleaded not guilty and was found

guilty and sentenced to undergo detention for

one year on 28 Jan 43, This was confirmed on

l feb 43, 1In this instance the blgamous

"marriage occurred on 2 mMar 42.

e - - - - - - - (en Wkshop Cr¥C - This

soldier wasS tried by FGCM on a charge of
blgamy on 18 Aug 43. He pleaded not guilty
but was found guilty and sentenced to undergo
detention for 1% months on 18 Aug 43. This
was contirmed on 27 Aug 43. 1in this instance
the bigamous marriage occurred on 28 wreb 42,

In addition to the foregoing, three officers have

been tried by GCM for bigamy. 'hese are:-

= 2 ¢cdn Fd Regt, who was found
guilty and sentenced to be dismissed.
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Lieut ¥.D, Foster. I have been unable to
obtaln this file but from memory he was found
guilty and sentenced to be dismissed. I
further understand he re-enlisted in the Royal
Engineers and was so serving when arrested by
the civil authorities for a further bigamous
marriage.

AJAG (Cts)
Canadian Military Headquearters,
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E : 20 /Bigamous /1 ﬁ
AAG(Dis) !

MEMORANDUM / / /
11 Dec 43,
To:
D.J.A.G.
BIGAMY
1. As you are aware, there is an accumulation of

some 90 cases in which bigamy appears to have been committed,
and the matter is being submitted to the Senior 0fficer for
a declaration of policy.

2 He has asked for information concerning the
number of cases which have been prosecuted

(a) in civilian cocurts
(b) in field units by FGCM
(c) in units under command of CMHQ by FGCM.

Se Could you please obtain this information including
in your list the sentence awarded in each case, and the date
of the award. It would also be helpful for the Senior
Officer's purposes to include the date of the bigamous
marriage. '

4, While I appreclate that this will take a little
time, 'T would like to have it as quickly as you can '
reasonably get it.

S5e The file is very much in use at the moment,
and I am therefore passing this loose to save time.

.
(L.R.McDonald) Lieut-Col

A.A.G.(Dis)
Canadian Military Headquarters
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SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS SECTION
CANADIAN PRQVOST CORPS

C.M.H.Q.
Place of Date of Place of . Sentence
Reg. No. Rank Name Unit Offence Convic., Convic.

5.19(1) : 3 C.A.C.R.U. EDTNBURGH 26 Oct 43 EDINBURGH 6 Nos Impt.
B 1 C.A.5.C.R.U. LONDON 21 Oct 43 LONDON  CCC 12 Mos Impt.

1 4.E.T.D, DUNDEE 3 Jun 43 DUNDEE 6 Mos H.L.

1 C.E.R.U. LONDON 2% May 43 LONDON  CCC 6 Mos H;L.

E.C. Regt. BLACKPOOL 25 Jan 43 LANCASTER 12 Mos Impt.

1 C.E.R.U. EDINBURGH 11 Dec 42 EDINBURGH 4 Mos Impt.

Rer S hr i S b Oy —d T4 BRARE.. 3o imis =

RBlack Watch GLASGOW 17 Sep 42 GLASGOW 9 Mos Impnt.

Seaforths of Canada OXTED, Surrey 4 May 42 OXTFED £50 or 3 Mos H.L.

1 A/Tk Regt. RCA  WOODMANSTERNE 29 Jun 43 SUTTON BOUND OVER & DISCHARGEI

& (FALSFE STATEMENT - MARRIAGE ACT)

A.G. (Dis),
C.M.H.Q.

1. Herewith list of personnel of the Cdn
Army Overseas having been convicted for Bigamy,
as per your request.

T =
LONDON, - Captain, "~
18 Dec 43, for (R.J. KIDSTON) Major, L}

RRH/dm AaPnMo - C.}‘EDH-QO 00045
9
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2 (FALSE STATEMENT - MARRIAGE ACT)
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SPECIAL INVESTIGATIORS SECTION
CANADIAN PROVOST CORPS

C.M.H.Q.

Place of Date of Place of Sentence
Unit offence Convic. Convie.

- 3 C.A.C.R.U. EDIRBURGH 26 Oct 43 EDINBURGH 6 Mos Impt.
"1 C.A.5.C.R.U. LONDON 21 Oct 43 IORDON  CCC 12 Mos Impt.
1 H.E.T.D, DURDEE 3 Jun 43 DUNDEE 6 Mos H.L.
" 1 C.E.R.U. LONDON . 25 tfay 43 IONDON  CCC 6 Hos H.L.

R.C. Regt. BLACKPOOL | 25 Jan 43 LANCASTER 12 Yos Impt,
1 C.E.R.U. EDINBURGH 11 Dec 42 EDINBURGH 4 Yos Impt.
Iy = e K2 P50 =Hos—HE.
Black Watch GLASGOW 17 Sep 42 GLASGOW 9 Mos Impt.
Seaforths of Canada OXTED, Surrey 4 May 42 OXTED - £50 or 3 Mos H.L.

1 A/Tk Hegt.

RCA  VOODMANSTERNE 29 Jun 43 SUTTON BOUKND OVER & DISCHARGE

A.G. (Dis),
C.H.H.Q.

1. Herewith list of persoﬁnel of the Cdn
Army Overseas having been convicted for Biganmy,

as per your request. '
/44?55255%%3;;€7 Iy

LONDON, Captain, <
18 pec 43, for (R.J. KIDSTON) Major, _O
RRH/dm - A.P.Ht - C.H.H-Q. . 30046
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CANADIAN PROVOST CORPS L
C.M.H.Q.
Reg. No. Bamk Hame nit - Offemce. Convic.  Comvie.. Sentence
i " 3 C.A.C.R.U. EDINBURGH 26 Oct 43 EDINBURGH 6 Mos’ Impt.
s19(1) i 1vc;a.s;c.3.u. 'LONDON 21.o§t 43 LONDON CCC 12 Fos Impt.
i §.E.T.D. DUNDEE '3 Jun 43 DUNDEE 6 Mos H.L.
1 C.E.R.U. . LOMDON " 25 Hay 43 LONDON  €CC 6 os H.L.
RiC. Regt.  BLACKPOOL 25 Jan 43 LANCASTER 12 Nos Impt.
1 C.E.R.U., EDINBURGH 11 Dec 42 EDINBURGH 4 pos Impt.
Tt e el 4 ot —————2 Hosal..
Black Watch GLASGOY i? Sep 42 (@LASGOW 9 los Impt.
Seaforths of Canada OXTED, Surrey 4 lay 42 OXTED £50 or 3 los H.L.
1 A/Tk Regt. RCA WOODHANSTERNE 29 Jun 43 SUTTON  BOUND OVER & DISCHARGEI
2 (FALSE STATEVENT - MARRIAGE ACT)
A.G. (Dis),
C.ULH.Q.
1. Herewith list of peréonnel of the Cdn

Army Overseas having been convicted for Bigamy,

as per your request, , ﬁﬁ —
P cant S
LORDON, __ Captain,
18 pec 43, for (R.J. KIDSTON) lajor, D
AP, - C.N.E.Q. 00046
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20/Bigamous /1 \

AAG(Dis)
MEMORANDUM ' 11 Dec 43.
To: '
D.A.G.
BIGAMY
1. Re folilo 105.
2 I have asked D.J.A.G. to obtain the particulars

requested by the Senlor Officer in his para 1. They
maintalin statistics. : .

Se I am afrald that I may be responsible for the
impression galned by the Senior Officer as mentioned in his
para 2. He mentioned the matter to me on 9 Dec when I was
seeing him about some other things and I am afraid that I did
not make myself clear, .

4, I dld not intend that he should get the impression
that a decision had been taken NOT to prosecute. What I was
trying to express was that a decision had not been taken to
prosecute, pending determination of all of the factors including -
the amount of work involved.

5. The history of the whole matter is as follows:-

(a) Folio 1, 14 Apr 42, memorandum of discussion between
then AGS and then AAG(Pers) in which the policy
determined is stated to be the taking of disciplinary
actlon in all cases after investigation.

(b) Folio 6, 15 Sep 42, memorandum from then AG5a to then
AAG(Pers) with recommendations concerning the taking
of disciplinary action, and comments by then AAG(Pers).
The recommendations of Pers were:-

(1) Charges only in the most flagrant cases.
(11) Sentences limited to maximum of 6 months.
(1i1) Special consideration in officer cases.
(iv) Completion of necessary statistics.

(c} Folio 12, 18 Nov 42, memorandum from ADAG(B) to then
AAG(Pers) requesting that matter of PC on the subject
of commission evidence be expedited.

(d} Folio 17, 3 Dec 42, copy of letter from Senior Officer
to NDHQ concerning commission evidence with particular

reference to bigamy. This letter  apparently was not
sent. -

(e) Folio 29, 16 Apr 43, memorandum from then AGSa to
AGS concerning the matter generally with recommendations

(1) Cable action to expedite matter of commission
evidence,

(11) Consideration be given to making legal personnel
available to prosecute, and that all cases pending
be referred to JAG Branch to obtain necessary
evidence from Canada.,

This memorandum is endorsed by then AAG(Dis) 27 Apr 43
Withxreference to the PC,

(f) Folio 31, 30 Apr 43, memorandum ADAG(B) to then AAG(Dis)
directing that all pending bigamy cases be reviewed
at once with a view to determining the problem of /
instituting proceesdings.

3
3

coooo/ 00046
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(g) Folio 36, 7 Jul 43, memorandum to AJAG requesting
that each case be considered preparatory to
discussion of the whole question with AAG(Dis).

(h) Folio 86, 10 Aug 43, memorandum from DJAG to AG5ba
with detailed recommendations and note on evidence
and requisite procedure. .

6. The general problem did not come to my -personal
attentlon until early Nov of this year. Folio 96 is the
regult’. of -a discussion which I had with you on 19 Now, and
the matter from then on is familiar to you.

7 : I am passing this.memorandum to you in the mean-
time pending the obtaining of the statistical information
mentioned above, I will follow that matter up and let you
‘have it just as soon as I receive 1t.

.R.MecDonald) Lieut-Col .

A.A.G.(Dis) ,
- Canadian Military Headquarters
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20/Bigamous /1
AAG(Dls)
MEMORANDUM
11 Dec 43.
Toz
D. JQAi G’.‘
BIGAMY
1, As you are aware, there 1s an accumilation of

some 90 cases in- whlch blgemy appears to have been committed,
and the matter is being submitted to the Senior Officer for
a declaration of policy.

2. He has asked for information concerning the
number of cases which have been prosecuted

(a) in clvian courts .
{b) in field units by FGCM
(¢) in units under command of CMHQ by FGCM.

Se Could you please obtain this information ineluding
in your list the sentence awarded in each case, and the date
of the award. It would also be helpful for the Senior
Officerts purposes to include the date of the bigamous
marriage. . .

4. ‘While I appreclate that this will take a little
time, I would 1ike to have 1t as quickly as you can
reasonably get 1t.

Ba The file is very much in use at the moment,
and I am therefore passing this loose to save time.

el
(L.R.McDonald) Lieut-Col

A.A.G,.(Dig)
Canadlan Military Headquarters
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Docume 5d ivulgué e EEF/B‘f’gdidelfS'/’I'(‘SG’) ! 'injomiy

11 (3"cprdtt cf”*bo|;2,JL°Mpn
Oyﬂl (S 't'ﬂ'JW) ""QM "9 Dec 43

DAG.WQW T

1. For further consideration of this matter I
require information as to the number of cases which
have been prosecuted (a) in the civilian courts,
(b) in field units, (c¢) in units under comd CMHG.

2, In considering the matter I was amazed to
learn of the large &ccumulation of these cases. 1
had never been informed, verbally or otherwise, that
this was going on. I am now told that some time ago,

no further proceedings would be taken. This was a

O £ate uncertain, it was decided at this Headquarters that

definite question of policy, on which there should have
been a submission to me and a ruling given. I wish to
have full particulars with regard to this unauthorized

practice@ad cliciavin

2ol o P

P.J.Montague) Magor-Ger’xetfa
D b e Senior Officer

07’ G U'e-ako&, Canadian Mllltary Eeadip !

's

.

Psputy
Cansdisn
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1

- | 20/Bigamous/1l (DAG)
, 6 Dec 43.
Seniﬁr dfficer. L
L At the present time there are approximstely

90 undisposed of cases of bigemy in wvhich Canadlian Army
Overseas personnel are involved,

N A
2. As you know for e very iong btime 1T was quite
impossible for us ©o institute proceedings In the vast
mejority of cases because of The.impossibilid4y of securing
evidence from Canada in regard to the first marrlage,
identity of parties, elc. A Tew months ago, provision was
mede by P.C. Order for evlidence Lo be taken on commission
so that it is now possiblc to secure the necessary evidence
in normal cases,

‘//”

3 At follo 86 is a letter from DJAG and attachsd
T —————
to 1t is a sumary of cases to that date with recomrmen-
dations, etc., as to whether or noti proceedings could or
suculd be commenced, © At folio 98 is a memorandum from
DJAG setting out the various steps reguired to be taken in
prosecuting bigemy cages together with recommendation by
DJAG (folio 97, para 7) that the matter should be dropped.
At folio 10z Is-‘recommendaticn of AAG(Dis) to the same
effect, wiith the exceptlion that he recommenas vhat in oflicer
cases proceedings should bs taken.

e - I have considered this macter and now list
herewitih the reasons for and against taking proceedings in

these cases. These are as follows:-

a) Reasons for proceeding.

+

[ i

of U.XK.

These of fences do tend to bring Cdn.Army into
disrepute,

The best deterrent is punislment,

[l
|

i) It is a civil offence punishable by the law
)

1

|_J-

i

e

| Vg

b) Reasons against proceeding.,

i) It is primerily the duty or the civil autlLorities
to Lenaié these casss,. If tiey will not unuder-
take o prosecute, ~ith whaitever assistance we
can give, they can have no substantial grounds

e for cowmplaint 1ii' we fall te proceed,

Wnile these cases do bring the Cdn. Army into

e
(R
p g
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Q

disrepute, they do so to a much lesser degree
than many other «kinds of offencus.

3

ii1i) In order to hanule the €0 vases & GLremendous
amount of work =wwould be involved, and could only
be done at the expense of other and to us more
o important duties.

iv) A considerable number of cases are statute

barred (3 years RPP 36A(i1ii) and many others will
be berore agtion can be taken. In view of
necessity ror commission evidence in oractlcaiiy
every case, proceeaing wili in most cases

take many months to complete, Due to the diffi-
culty of locating witnsasses, securing evidence,
etc. 1t 1s probable that many vprosecutions will
fall. The e.f'ect of a consliderable number of

o. fenders "getting awey /Atn iL" in uids way would
“be narmiul.

v) Tu is vrobable that in many cases, the wives in
Canada and/or gne viciims -here would be very
reluctant to give evidence, thus increasing our
dirficulties.

¥i) Tae problem is a diminishing one, largely cue to
the 1act vhat registrars wii. not issue a marriage
licence wiiwnouv a certivricate of permission to
marry irom the C,0,, so thav the necessity
exemplary punishir.nis is minimized. The 1igures,
so far as I have them are:

pr
1940 - 8; 1941 - 40; 1942 - 54; 1943 - 6.

vii) Generally speaking, cormmission o. the offence of
bigamy is no indication tnat the maun is not 2 good
soldier, There is merit in the argumenc that
at this tinme tvhe national interest requires that
every it m=n should be requlred to i1ight. Prose-

cution of any consicerable number vould tie up
consiuerable manpower who mignt be oltherwise becter
emoloyed and conviction would aeprive us of many
gqood righting soldiers; 1t Jould also rurther

%// load our alrecady overtaxed adetention racilities.
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5. Tn view of the above, I have, with some
reluctence, been forced to the conclusion that no further
sction should be taken in regard to these offences insofar
as O.Rs. are concerned. Proceedings should be taken
where officers are involveq; 1 therefore recommend

‘/ipcordingly.

(C.8. Booth) Brigadier
D.2.G.
Canadien WMilitary  Headquarters.
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20 /Bigamous, /1

AAG(Dis)
4 Dec 43.
MEMORANDUM
Tos
D.A.G.
Prosecution of Bigamous Marriages,
1. At folio 98 Lt-Col Kelly has analysed the bigamy

%‘%Y

situation. There are for all practical purposes 90 cases
awaiting prosecution should we decide so to do. Comments
by A.G.5 are at folio 101,

2. ‘Lt-Col Kelly feels that these prosecutions

should not be proceeded with, and the reasons are, 1ln

my opinion, quite sound. I feel that the time and

expense involved even though a number of soldiers would,

in 8ll probability, plead guilty, is most disproportionately
large to the benefit which can be derived. As I see it,
the whole result would be to produce some 80 or 90 inmates
for Col Shanklandt!s institution with the resultant loss

of good manpower. \///,_

Se I feel myself that discipline is not going to
suffer by non-prosecution of these cases. I think that

1t is only a peculiar type of individual who indulges

in this sort of stupidity and that fear of penal consequences
is not a particularly serious factor. He will undoubtedly
have plenty to worry about without that.

4. ' The fact that the offence is not a military
one does not in itself impress me particularly.,
The paramount consideration is to maintain discipline
in the Army as a whole, and whether an offence is civil
orim%litary its effect on discipline generally is the
chief consideration.,.

(N

De I would therefors recommend that as a matter of
policy we should assist the civil authorities if they wisgh

] to prosecute, but that we curselves should not do so

in any cases. \///,

6, I do recommend one exception, and I think it is
Justified. If an officer commits the offence of bigamy
we should prosecutes. I feel that it is a perfectly

reasonable distind%ieg to make .
, (J \?,: . /
g5 _
I5d L |
&I < (L.R.McDonald) Lieut-Col :
Py & A.A.G.(Dis)
Fol Q Canadian Military Headquarters
~ @ &
e
&
\
AN
\

00046

-~



e i Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act -

- Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur Faccés a l'information
A

20/Bigamous/1
(A/A.G
MEMORANDUM '()q
To:
A.A.G.(Dis) 29 Nov 43
Prosecution of Bigamous Marriages
1. Reference memorandum from D.J.A.G. at
fo 98. -
2. I agree with the opinions and recommend-
ation of D.J.A.G.
3. , The offence of bigamy 1s purely a civil
N of fence. I think its commission by members of the Cdn
Army does not bring disrepute on the Army or on Canada ag
a whole, but is recognised as a purely personal matter in
each case. The civil authorities are perfectly capable

of dealing with the offence if they choose to do so. The
difficulties of proof are often serious, and for this
reason in most cases the clvil authorities have not prose-
cuted and probably will not do so. The difficulty of
proof of the requisite ingredients of the offence are
almost if not quite as difficult under military procedure, \

and furthermore in view of the substantlal number of cases
if proceedings were to be commenced a special staff would
be reguired for the purpose.

4, ' For all of the above reasons, and partic-
ularly because the offence is not in any sense a military
offence, I recommend that no action be taken by the
military authorities for the prosecution of offences of
bigamy unless the very specilal circumstances of any par-
ticular case seem to require special consideration and

T mn—m—

action.
S. May I receive your instructions, please,
&
‘Gﬁ O
g .
e o
@ﬂo’*‘\e&’b 4, : (B. B. Osler) Major
@,& e o : A/A.G.5
N qﬁ% ¢! Canadian Military Headquarters.
\ & y Headg
N A& O
9
o
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PT/lZ/BIG.MARRIAGES/l. (Pay 2¢).
Unit Pay Section.
26 Nov 43. \

<Jgis)t
Bigamous Marriaszes in the United Kingdom.

1. Further to my letter numbersd as above,d/29 Oct 43
regarding the m/n subject.

2. The following is & further 1ist of personnel of the
Canadian Army Overseas who have contracted blgemous
marriages in the United Kingdom and {s passed to you as
requested:-

Date and Place of
No. Name . Unit. Bigamous Marriage.

10 Cdn.Gen.Hospltal, Worthing,SusseXx,
R.C.A.M.C. 29 Jun 42.

1 Cdn.Base Ord.Depot. Kensington.
15 May 43.

7 Cdn.Inf.Reinf.Unit. Melton Bridge,
West Lothian,
Scotland.

18 Jul 42.

5.19(1)

2
(D.S.Hutcheon),Ma jor,
for Chief Paymaster,

Canadian Army Overseas.
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PT Py BT AR YRORS /oLy fynotion

PA

AL G.(A.G.5),
EM%H.Q.

<
e
oggggarriages in the United Kingdomn.

. Chief Paymaster's Office.
‘ 49 Oct 43.

T

20T

% BN ~
1. Further to my letter numbered as above,d/1l Oct 43
regarding the m/n subject:-

s-19(1) 2. The following is a further list of personnel of the

Canadian Army Overseas who have contracted bigamous marriages
in the United Kingdom, and 1s passed to you as requested.

Name. Unit.

Date and Place of
Bigamous Marriage.

HQ.lst Cdn.Army.

2 Cdn.Fld.Park Coy.
R.C.E.

l C.O'R.U'

HQ Sagn. 5 Cdn.
Armd. Brigade.

4 coy., C.F.C.

Carleton & York
Regiment.

17 Cdn.Field Regt.
RCA.

2 C.I.B.Workshop,
RCOC.

31 May 41.
St.lMary’s Church
Aldermaston,
Berkshire.

5 Dec 42,
Register 0ffice,
SurreyéSouth Western.

1

5 Dec' 41
Register 0ffice ‘
Willeéden,Middlesex.

9 May 42.
Farncombe, Surrey.

10 Aug 42.
Aberdeen,Scotland.

17 Feb 41.
Basingstoke,
Southampton.

24 Dec 40.
Woking, Surrey.

Surrey South-Western,
gurrey.

& 2./, ,J—«AA—,J ﬁft?—r
. (¥.M.Wyndham) ,Majdr,
A for Chief Paymaster,

Canadian Army Overseas.

00047



Document disclosed under the Access to information Act -
Document divuigué en vertu de la Loi sur I'accés a ['information

amecrovened

I CENTRAL: R&Gtﬁ?ﬁv
| Can. Mil. H.a,
!

Last truca.é(&g:: m......
; Dateuuﬁn[:utvémnnin
ey

T ———

c-q"(,

000474



Document disclosed under the Access to Information A
— = - 9 . Documant divulgué en vertg de la Lof sur {'accés a I'i #aﬂon

20/B19amouo/l (%AP{?I

B s §
DAG 25 Noys4B &
“Q‘ﬁ TEE M
L , MELORANDUM ORI
) P
: foF &
o8 §
Prosecution Oi Blgamous Marriages ' N &
& & ®
S ¢$
1. . With further reference to the memo of 19 Nov 43 at

fo 96, it is considered that the proper procedure to be adopted is
that an ordinary Summary of Evidence should be commenced in each
case. 411 possible evidence available in this country should be
recorded and the Summary then adjourned in order that any necessary
evidence from witnesses in Canada be obtained on commission and the
Summary thereby completed. The taking of the Summary of Evidence
shall be the responsibility of the unit concerned, although this
Eranch shall a881st the units in every possible waye.

L ‘ The items to be proved to substantitate the charge
are as follows:~

(a) The Firsi Marriage - This should be proved by the production
of the attestation paper. The particulars of the attestation
paper contain an admission of a prior marriage., This
constitutes prima facle evidence that a former marriage has
been celebrated according to law. In addition to this, an

; . expert in the law of the Province where the first marriage

took place will give evidence as t0o the laws relating to

. marriage in that particular Province., He will then produce

. a certificate of the first marriage and will swear that it is
in the form prescribed by the law of the Province concerned.
This ez <pert will then go on to testify that In his opinion
the marriage was a valld marriage and that the marriage
certificate which he has produced makes proof of the contents
therein stated.

(b) Identity - A Pay officer will produce MFM 16 (application for
DA5, properly certified under Overseas RO 3131, This
document alsc contains an admission that the accused was
married., He will also produce MFM 17 (assignment of pay) and
MFM 5 (particunlars of family).

The ‘unit Paymaster will then produce an Acquittance
Roll or pay book or some document signed by the accused the
. signature on which he can positively identify as being that
of the acaused, He will compare this with the signatures on
the other documents and will certify that in his opinion the
signatures are identical,

(c) The Second larriage ~ This will be proved by the production
of the certificate of marriage. This document proves itselfl
and can be obtained from the Registry O0ffice. This document
should be produced by one of the witnesses to the second
marriage who shall identify the accused as being one of the
partles to the second marriage.

(d) First Wife alive at time of Second Marriasze - This is the
weak link in the case and without obtaining evidence on
commission the only proof avallable is evidence by the unit
Paymaster to the fact that no application has been made for
the cancellation of Dependents' Allowance. It is considered
that this is not sufficient proof on this point and thsat
evidence on commission is essential to ensure that the charge
shall not fail., With regard to the evidence on commission,
if it is possible the. first wife should be called - here 1t
must be remembered that she is not a compellable witness
though she is competent. She should give evidence of the
first marriage and may strengthen the identity angle by

00047



s.19(1)

Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act -;L_

Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur I'accés a I'informat‘io?'

)

-2

a,

describing her husband and, if possible, producing a "picture
or photograph of him,

If the first wife will not testify then one of the
witnesses to the first marriage may be called. This witness
should swear to the fact of the first marriage and state
all the circumstances relating thereto. This witness might
also describe the man taking part in the ceremony.

Cn the actual point of the wife being alive at the date
of the second marriage, a witness can declare that at the date
of the second marriage the first wife was alive., The mother
of the first wife would be an excellent witness in this
respect but any person who can swear that on the given date

- the first wife was alive will be satisfactory. This witness
can also swear that the man taking part in the ceremony is
a soldier and may possibly describe him accurately.

Se 75 files have already been reviewed by this Branch,
each dealing with alleged bigamous marriages and from the book
referred t0 in para 2 of the memo at fo 96 there appear to be
some. 11 more cases which have not been submitted to this Branch -

« In all, therefors, there is a
total of 86 cases. Not all of these can be proceeded with as in
several instances any actlon under the Army Act has become outlawed
(AA 161 and RP 36A (iil)). In other cases, for various reasons,

it was suggested by this Branch that no action be taken. The cases
which are barred by lapse of time, together with those where it 1is
felt no proceedings should be taken number 19, so, if the advice

of this Branch is accepted, as set out at fos 57-86 inclusive, the
minimum number of vprosecutions will he 67. Under AA 161 and RP
26A (iii) action under the Army Act is barred if the time which
elapsed between the commission of the offences and the beginning
of the trial is more -than three years.éfﬁgis Branch interprets '
beginning of the trial' as meaning the’actual date on wHiCH the
t¥ial LTNeXI REAFLS: = TRUS; 1t mMust be borne in mind that-fis¥e of
thes8 cases will be outlawed before the accused soldiers can Dbe
brought to trial - as the gathering of the evidence, especilally
that taken on commission, the taking of a Summary etc. will involwve
time in each case.

the

4, As stated above, actiqphynder the Army Act in many
of these cases will be barred before Heesr cases can be brought to
trial as the taking .0of the commision evidence will necessarily take
considerable time. It should be remembered then that if these
cases are proceeded with it will have the unfortunate effect of the
more recent bigamists being punished while those earlier offenders,
who set the example,. will go free.

Se = With charges of this nature, if trial by court-
martial is ordered, it 1s considered that a JA should be appointed
to act at each trial as bigamy charges are sometimes more difficult
to prove then ordinary military offences., It is impossible to make
any sound estimate of the stenographic help that will be necessary,
but as the trials may be difficult for the usual lay court it is
felt that .court reporters should be employed., It can be appreciated
that the recording and the transcription of so many trials will
entail a great deal of labour. :
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6. Difficulty will doubtless be encountered with
regard to the scattered locations of the units of the Cdn Army
concerned - this same difficulty will be encountered in procuring
the attendance cf the necessary witnesses. Many of the bigamous
marriages occurred some time ago and it may be difficult in scme
cases to procure the attendance of essential witnesses. Again, if
certain witnesses are not procurable, it will mean that some
offenders are punished and some are not for only this reason. There
will be no con31otency as to which cases are tried and which are
not.

T The offence of bigamy is purely a civil offence
yet the civil authorities have so far prosecuted few of these and
have indicated in other instances that they do not wish to prefer
charges, Their greatest difficulty is that of obtaining the

necessary proof - but the same difficulty exists for military

authority. In view of paras o, 4, 5 and 6 _above and hav1ng esnecial
regard to thS™Tact_ that h;éamgm;&“assentlally 2 civil ofﬁﬁﬁgﬁ?”f“”
a5 Tot believe these prosecutions. ab@uldmbﬁngroceeded with., It is
“?“ﬁ@inion”%nﬁt“%tﬁ“expense and the loss in time involved should not
be undertaken by the Cdn Army for the punishment of offences so
basically civilian as these are.

B It should be noted that action under the Army Act
has been barred in some further cases 31nce my memo to AG 5a of
10 Aug. These cases are:

- 16 Nov 43
- 22 Sep 453
- 11 Oct 43

In addition, action will be barred under the Army Act in the follow-
Ing cases on the following dates:

The dates upon which action will be barred under the Army 2c¢t in
connection with the a/m 11 cases not yet submitted to this Branch
are not known

(WlAJI. Anglin) Colonel.
DJAG
Cadladian Military Headquarters

00047



Document disclosed under the Acce;ss to information Act -
Document divulgiié en'vertu de la Loi sur I'eccés & I'information

20/Bigamous/1 (,? é"

A/A.G.5.

MEMORANDUM

A.T.A.G. 19 Nov 43

Prosecution of Bigamous Marriages

1. Confirming telephone conversation (Osler -Lt.col.
Norris) it is regquested that you will prepare a memorandum
for the D.A.G. covering the procedure to be taken 1f we are
to proceed with charges in respect of all cases of bilgamous
marriage in the U.K., including an outline of the magnitude
of the work involved, the staff (both legal and stenographic
etc.) necessary to handle it, and the difficulties which
may be expected in view of the fact that soldiers who may be
charged are scattered throughout units of the Canadian Army
both in the U.K. and elsewhere. Please also include your
recommendations concerning the advisability, or otherwise, of
proceeding, and reasons therefor.

2e Handed to you herewith is file 20/Bigamous/l on
which, at folios 57-86 inclusive, you will find information
recorded which will probably be useful to you in connection
with the above., Aso with the enclosed file is a book
showing a record alphabetically of men whom 1t is alleged
may be guilty of bigamy, most of whom are listed in the a/m
folios of sgid file. May the enclosed book please be re-
turned as soon as convenient as it is in use regularly in
this Branch.

(B.Bs Osler) Major
A/A.G.5.
Canadian Military Headquarters

Enclo. 1
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PT/12/BIGMIRHELCRO e (Peiyr 2 fifornaion

v 7R 131' - Chief Paymastert's Office. i
e A 1l Oct 43, - /\\)
D.A.G.(A.G.5) | - _ . |
C.M,H.Q, ;2._0’!
Bigamous Marriages in the United Kingdom. - ¥ or

i

1. Further to my letter numbered as above d/20 Aug 43,
regarding the m/n subject. o

5.19(1) 2. The following is a further 1list of personnel of the
Canadian Army Overseas who have contracted bigamous marriages
in the United Kingdom, and is passed to you as requested:=-

Ko. Name.' - Unit., Date & Place of
> - Bigamous Marriage.

48th Highlanders of 7 Nov 42,
Candda Croydon, England.

1 Cdn. A.S.C. Reinf. (Wife bigamist).
Unit.

26 Feb 42,Farnborough,
Southampton.

P.T.O,
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D
. _ ‘Date & Place of
No. Name . : - Unit. _ Bigamous Marriage.
5 C.I.R.U. Register Office.
. Epsom, Surrey, Mid-Eastern

District, County of Surrey.
7 Noy ag) OURLY of surrey.

QZ - )_ JM__{ .

4 (M.} Wyndham), Major,  ¥>
for Chief Paymaster,
Canadian Army Overseas,
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P f{ t = 20/Bigamous/1l

; (A.Ge5a) 74,;9

. IEMORANDUU

© JeAeGa - ‘ 10 Aug 43
Biramous Marrianes in the U.K

Ze Moy the usual action be taken please to determine whother

the m/n soldiers should be prosccuted for the apparent bigamous
marriages commltted by thome

N

(H A Martin) Caoptain
for e P
Canacimn Hilitary Headquarters

e
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20/a 5 ~
HEMORANDUMN [~
JeAsQ, (Courts) _ 5 Aug 43.

Blgamous Marriagos

“ ond the Pay file

- . are fornaraed for your examinatlon end advice
as t0. progecution for - bigamy.

2 As the Poy file is in falrly constant use, it is ro-

qvesteﬂ that the case of Pbe ' be given any priority pcsaible

so that the file may be returnod to tho C.P.H.

(H A Martin) Captain
AsGeBa,
Canadlan Ililitary Hendguarters
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/) = 20/Bigamous/1 Z/
s.19(1) (A.Ge5a)

- MEMORANDUM

2

S JeAG, 10 Aug 43
Bigamous Marriages in the U.K. '

1. Herewith two additional files relating to the m/n matter:-

2e May the usual action be taken please to determine whether
the m/n soldiers should be prosecuted for the apparent bigamous
marriages committed by them

(H.é?i;rt%n) Captaln

eAoGe | 00048
Canadian Military Headquarters‘ 3
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P‘At é‘; %%,20/Bigamous/l (AGBa) %(}’

MEMORANDUM

s.19(1)®

-

J.A.G.{Courts) 3 Aug 43.

.......................................................... : Y

First Canadian Army Signals

1. Herewith Pay file relating to the m/n soldier.

Ze May the necessary action be taken pleasé to review the
evidence available with a view to prosecuting the soldier for
his apparent bigamous marrilage.

3. In view of the fact that this file is required by Pay from time
to time, it 1s requested that thils case be given any priority possible

CH LA

(HeAJMartin) Captain
for DJA.G.
Canadian Military Headguarters
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" xA"‘{; ZO/BI; 57’ Chief Paymaster's Oi‘flce
| 20 Aug 43. O
® p.a.c.(h.G.9), AR -\ ?
' C.M.H.Q. ’ : ’ M
;)Bigamcus Marriages in the United Kingdom. - 7{6 “iDl \

1l. Further to my letter numbered as abbve, d/13 Aug
43, regarding the m/n subject.

2. The following information regarding an additional
bigamous marriage contracted in the Uhited Kingdom by a
member of the Canadian Army Overseas, is pgssed to you as
requested:-
Date and Place of
NO. Name. Unit. Bigamous Marriage.

e 1 Cdn.Artillery Register Office,
‘ West Sussex.

EL% 29 Jun 42.
o ‘
ib aM& s.19(1)

st

(M.M.Wyndham) ,Ma jor, ;
for Chief Paymaster,
- Canadian Army Overseas
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e g PPALRADTQII ARR ENB RS Lir /eRGY lideparion
}/”;‘ gl Chief Paymaster's Office.

13 Aug 43. g?

: s ,\ . B/ y
DvoGo(AoG- l;-,{ " - 7 ~ . ~ M‘-f
N - . I\
. C.M.H.Q. Q}J PRy ‘“&‘} ’Za/ )
-~ Bigamous Marriages_in emUnlt d¥Kingdom. ,dZAK? -
1. Purther to my letter numbered as above,d/7 Aug 43,

5.19(1)

regarding the m/n subject.

2. The following information regarding an additional
bigamous marriage contracted in the United Kingdom by a
member of the Canadian Army Overseas, 1is passed to you as
requested:-

Date and Place of

Unit. Bigamous_ Marriage.
2 C.C.S., RCAMC. Parish Church,
Bentley,
Southampton.
21 Jun 41.

el

(M.M,Wyndham) ,Major,
for Chief Paymaster,
Canadian Army Overseas,
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‘ | - 20/Bigamous/1 {AG5a) ¢
c t ’ ( o
CoPoli, (Pay 2¢) 12 Aug 43 ‘ QE'

the UK, N '
- T Cdn Eng Rt Unit
o X.T, Inspectorate CIHQ

_Eigamous Hoerriames in

s.19(1)

AN

Reference your PT/12/BIG.MARRIAGES/1 (Pay 2¢) d/7 Aug 43.
1. May the Pay flles of the m/n soldlers be forwarded please

80 that consideration may be given to prosecubing those soldiers
for their apparent bigamous marrieges in the U.K, ‘

(HoAUartin) Captain
’ for D.A.GO
Conadian Military Headgquarters

4 Tae )
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(Pay 2¢) .%w(
Chief Paymaster's 0ffice
7 Aug 43.

7 : ,M /

1. Further to my letter numbered as above,d/23 Jul 43,
regarding the m/n subject.

D.4.G.(A.G.5a),
C.M.H.Q.

2. The following is a further list of personnel of the
Canadian Army Overseas who have contracted bigamous marriages
in the Unitedfﬁgngdom,'and i1s passed to you as requested:-

No. Name. . Unit. Date & Place of
, - ) Bigamous Marriage.

1 Cdn.Eng.Reinf. St.George's Catholic
Unit. Cathedral,Scuthwark.
5 Nov 40.
M.T.Inspectorate, Registry 0ffice,
C.M.H.Q. . Surrey-North-Eastern.
-~ 8 Mar 41.
Ny s.19(1) Z:4¢4_,,L,42_,<,,qn// .
,&L& c.r\ 0.‘ @L—D 4 A
V\y-Q,: /é(M M.Wyndham) ,Major,
j¥ »\5 for Chief Paymaster,
> Canadian Army Overseas.
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Document disclosed under the Access-to-information Act -
Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur I'accés a l'information

N
~ 20/Bigamous/1 <
ORIGINAL DAMAGED" (TAG=FA 1) K o
. w0 g F=
AG 5a 10 Aug 43 %@ S

RS o

\Q\Q e(\\l\\\:b QQ

g N <
\J
P Q
- 1. Please f£ind annexed on this file folios 58-85

inclusive, being the results of the review of the bigamy files
forwarded to this Branch. You will note:. that in each case a
recommendation has been made as to whether or not the soldier
involved should be prosecuted for bigamy.

2e With regard to the proof necessary in each case
your attention is invited to fo 57 on the file where the items
which must be proved in prosecutions of this rma ture are seti out.
In this respect a recent memorandum to you on 10/MOLean RG/l may
be of some practlcal assistance, \////

Se - If you concur in the recommendations on this
file, it is suggested that' immediate steps be taken to obtain the
proof necessary in each case. Yeu will note from the 'individual
reports that some actions are already barred under. the Army Act

(RP 36A (iii)) and that some otheri/zﬁoﬁ‘will be.

You will also find returned herewith the follow-
1ng files which have been forwarded to this Branch at one time or
another:-

IGINAL DAMAGED

00049
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Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act

Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur I'accés & I'informatign
e

-2

<P

s.19(1)

5. Three other filers dealing wihh

Pte

and and Pte

have already been returned to you at yg request.
6.' . A copy of the review ©6f each case has been

(W.A.TI. Anglin) Colonel
DJAG '
_ Cgnadian Military Headquarters

000493
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No. Rank & Name

~
I"lnrllmnnl‘ rlisclnsﬂ,a anderthe Access in !q;n‘;maﬂnn Act - N

Unit First Second SRHTERAPH o S L yag

Marriage Marriage _ by Soldier

s.19(1)

Seatorth
Highrs of
Canada

Yhis soldier was
tried in a civil
court for having
procured a
marriage licence
by gving false
intormation and
was sentenced to
90 days imprison-
ment., In view of
this I think he
has been suffic-
iently punished
and that this
case should not
be prosecuted.

.19(1)

RCASC

+his should be
prosecuted

00049
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Document disclosed under the Access to information Act -
Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur ['accés & l'information

No. Rank & Name Unit First Second ‘Explanation . Recommendation
Marriage Marriage by soldier
-2 Anti-Tank {eft his first knew his
rRegt, RCA wife in 1930 first wife alive
and believed at date of
that she had enlistment. This
divorced him, should be prose-
“cuted.
RCAMC Nil, except This should be
that i 1 prosecuted
was contem-
plating a
divorce from
legal wife in
Canada
RCE = had ob- Gibson acted in
tained a . good faith and
~decree absolute accordingly I
in the State believe this
of Minnesota should not be
regarding his prosecuted.
first marriage
and believed
that his divoree
- was good.
- claims This should be

RCASC .

v his first wife prosecuted
had deserted

him.

s.19(1)

00049



Document disclosed under the Access to lnfbi‘mat‘pn Act

No. Rank & Name unit First Second Umﬂggg%f%%é Recommendation
Marriage Marriage by Soldier

Ziiiclaims his This should be
first wife was prosecuted.

a common law

wife but this

is shown to be

false from the

file.

‘Seaforth
Highrs of cmmﬂa

RCASC - - declares While bigamy
hlS first wife has been committed
is in the T think this is
Verdun Insane an unfortunate
Asylum in ' case and that it
Montreal. should not be
_ ot holds prosecuted.
Ithe 0.B.5.
i has
. sought advice
from the Legal
Aid section of
this Branch and
has been advised
to let things
stand.
cdn Forestry Nil This should be
corps prosecuted.

$.19(1)

R

00049
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Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act -

No. Rank & Name Unit . First Second Bxplanation "tﬁmmendégéﬁg
Marriage Marriage by Soldier o
R.C.A.S.C. =smi== helieves As o was in
his marrlage " good faith 1
ended by divorce, do not believe
papers being that this

served on him in should be

1937, He 4id not prosecuted. 1In
defend the action addition to

and assumed the this, any action
divorce had been under the Army

granted. Act will be-
barred on 16
Nov 43,

Headquarters
C.R.U.

5manmage Consequently, I

believe this

- ; should not be

annuled when it prosecuted. Any

was shown that action under the
i Army Act will be

ready married. barred on 24 Dec

She was con- 43
victed -of bigamy.
However, f:iifii:

had already had
a wife in
Canada., A
decree nisi was
issued with re-
lation to his
first marriage
in canada and

- ¢ in good

Taith, thought
that he was free,

s.19(1)

00049



Document disclosed under the Access to information Act -

NC. Name & Rank

Marriage Marriage

Boeurmen tciverigré-errrertu-treta-toisir-t acees-G-Finformation—
Explanation Recommerdation
by Soldier

royal Winni-
peg Rrifles

Nothing has been
heard of the
‘irst wife and

singlie man.

probably
successfully
defend himself
on the ground
that he assumed
his wife dead
after a period
of seven years.
I believe the
action would
fail on the
‘evidence avail-
able and, for
that reason,
think it should
noct be prose-
cuted.,

s v

Nil

Pte i}

been tried in a
civil court on a
charge of

" bigamy and was

sentenced to

12 monthst
imprisonment,
consequently
this should not
be prosecuted.

00049



Document disclosed under the Access to information Act -

B sent-divilgué-envertu-de-takoisuclaccés-a-FHnformation-
No. Name & rank Unit First Second prlanatlon kecommendation
Marriage Marriage by Soldier
Calgary Highrs Pte | . - It was § -
was married 1eves he was himself who in-
in Canada - divorced from stituted divorce
particulars his first wife proceedings
unknown and therefore and then took

free to marry no further actim
consequently, I

- believe this

should be pro-

secuted.

Canadian - B § We are not con-
Training in Toronto in - cerned with the
School Jan 22. 0On - two Toronto

learnlng i " marriages, the
- was : second of which

already marrwd is probably

he marriediisi. bigamous. With

::::::::::::::::::::::::Z:;::::::::::::::: ln the marriage in

Toronto on this country, it

b Nov 28 is probable that

Paddle could
successfully de-
fend himself on
the ground that
he presumed his
wife to be dead.
For that resason,
I do not think
this case should

5.19(1) be prosecuted.

00049



Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act -
ocuir
No. Rank & Name Unit First Second Explanation Recommendation
Marriage Marriage by Seldier

R.C.A.S.C. Wil ' This should be
' prosecuted.

1l corps

. This should be
Sigs, RecCS

prosecuted,

married on 8

Apr 31 although
NDHQ has advised
definitely that

he did
I

t that bime.

Hast. & P.E.

Nil I believe this
Regt. case should be
prosecuted,
2 74 Pk coy, . states While this case
RCE is doubtful,
1. at I believe it
Alberguerque should be
sometime in prosecuted.,
1929,
However, no-
thing on the
file sub-
stantiates
s.19(1) that the divoree
was ever cbtained.
: 00050



J ’ T " Document disclosed 1;‘mder the Access to Information Act -

— : N 1 - Dotamen divatgme 4
No. Rank & Name Unit First Second Explanation . Recommendation
Marriage Marriage by Soldier T

Nil This case should
be - prosecuted for
the sake of con-
sistency but it
is deubtful if the
necessary evidence
can be obtained
by 28 Nov 43 after
which date no
action can be
taken under the
Army Act.

West Nova
Scotia Regt.

- J believe this
that he has case should be
been separated prosecuted.
from his legal wife

for 11 years.,

H.Q. 2 cdn
Div, RCA

e first This should be
marriage was prosecuted
apparently un-

happy and he

left his legal

wife some 10

years ago

owing to her

misconduct

with other men,

48 Highrs of
Canada

s.19(1)
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Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act -

Document divalgue en verty ae 1a Lo! SUF Factes o T Informarion

No. Rank & Name Unit rirst Second Explanation Recommendation
Marriage Marriage by Soldier
No. 1 Base Nil This should be
Depot prosecuted
H.Q. 2 .. Dbelieves This should be
Armd Bde his first prosecuted
marriage was
illegal as his
wife was under
age and the
marriage was
never con-
sumated
26 pd Bty, . This should be
.- == had prosecuted as -

RCA

s.19(1)

a child from
some person
other than

There are
indications
from the file
that divorce
proceedings
were being
started by
ElEEEEE in

i married
‘a second time be-
fore he instituted
divorce pro-

ceedings.

00050



Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act -

No. rank & Name

Unit

First
Marriage

Second
Marriage

_DocuTent dl%ul'gue en vertu de la Loi sur F'acces a ' information

EXplanation
by Soldier

Recommendation

Toronto
Scottish

‘the soldier had
obtained a
decree nisi re-
garding his
tirst marriage.
‘the evidence
indicates that
welch truly
believed this
to be a decree
absolute, In
tact, his tirst
wite had re-
married and this
also caused
Welch to believe
he was validly

~divorced.

I do not believe
this case should
be progecuted,

s.19(1)

RCASC
1 cdn Div

i obtained
a decree ab-
solute in
Detroit and
believed that
this was a vald
divorce, not
realizing it
was ineffect-
ive in view of
the fact that
he was doml-
ciled in
Mickigan,

where the pro-
ceedings took
place.

In view of this
I do not think
this case should
be prosecuted.
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Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act -

No. Rank & Name

Document di{“ujgue envertu
l0on

Unit First Second EXplang Recommendation
Marriage Marriage by soldier
12 ¥4 Regt Nil I believe this
RCA should be pro-
- secuted.
3 Fd Coy, This is a There is no case
RCE case where against Spr.
it is the wif i
nggggﬁbﬁoﬁ%lg ___________________
N~ matied—bigamny
< and apparent-
ly she has been
dealt with by
the civil
authorities,
4 yd Ccoy, No explanation From the file it
KCE other than the appears that

allegation

of his first
wifets mis-
conduct and
the statement
that he married

:was pregnant
allegedly by
reason of her

this soldier
has been returned
to Canada. Any
action should be
taken there,

de la Loi sur Faccés_a linformation

s.19(1)

dealings with a
man called Swmith,

00050



Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act -

Pocumentdivaigmé-emrvertute latorsor-Focees o imfornmationr

No. Rank & Name Unit First Second Explanation Recommendation
' Marriage Marriage by Soldier
9 cdn Non- Nil This should be
Div ord W/shp prosecuted.
RCOC

In Edinburgh Nil very little

on 14 Jul 4} evidence is on
the "10" file
in this case, but
I believe this
should be in-
vestigated
further and prose-
cuted if bigamy
does exist.

14 Army Tank
Bn

No. 1 CERU Nil While bigamy
has undoubtedly
been committed,
under the Army
Act the pro-
ceedings will be
prescribed on
22 Sep 43, As
the evidence
will most likely
be unobtainable
by that time,

1 suggest that
this case not
be prosecuted,

s.19(1)
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Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act -

" . . Document divulgue en vertu de la Loi sur 'acces g F'information
No. Rank & Name Unit First - Second EXpTana on %y Recommendation
Marriage Marriage Soldier
R.HE.L.T. Married in Nil, except for . is present-

indications that
the first
marriage was
unhappy

Canada - par-
ticulars not
on file

ly serving 2
yvearst detention
Tor a charge of
desertion.

His earliest
possible release
is 2 Aug 44.

In view of this,
I am of the
opinion that
this should not
be prosecuted,

. R.C.A.5.C.

Nil

I am of the
opinion that
proper evidence
should be ob-
tained and that
this case should
then be prosecuted.

No. 6 Prov
coy.

5.19(1)

Nil

I believe proper
evidence should
be obtained and
that this case
should then be
prosecuted.
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Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act -

. -Bocrmrent divrigre-emvertirde-ta-torsurfacces--Finformation
No. Rank & Name Unit rirsty Second Kxplanation Recommendation
Marriage Marriage by Soldier
Hast & P.h. . gtates When proper
kegt. - No 1 he instituted proof has been
C.D.I.R.U. divorce pro- obtained I believe
’ ceedings in - this case should
Canada in be prosecuted,
1940, but that
the proceedings
fell through
on the death
ot his legal
adviser,
b Wing, cdn . states When proper proof
Praining he has ob- has been obtained,
Schoeol tained a di- I believe this
vorce, but case should be

no particulars prosecuted.
can be found |,
in his records.

s.19(1)

No 1 C.B.kK.U,

Nil, except that I believe this
Baihas de- case should be
clared that he prosecuted.
was not married

at home. Infor-

mation from

NDHQ is directly

contrary to this,

00050



Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act -

No. hank & Name - Unit

rirst
Marriage

second
Marriage

Document divulgue en vertu de la Lof sur Tacces 4 linjormation
Zxplanation kecommendation

by Scldier

7 A/TK Regt,
RGA

Nil Proper evidence
should be obtained
and this case
should then be
prosecuted.

14 7d Regt
RCA

Nil Proper proof
should be obtained
and thls case
then prosecuted

1% Fd Coy,
RCE

‘Nil This should be
prosecuted when
proper procf has
been obtained.

s.19(1)

[ states

Proper proof

he did not should be obtained
know he was and this case then
going through prosecuted

a marriage

ceremnony.

= expresses

surprise that

anybody should

be interested

in his relatiom-

ship with Miss

00050



§ -Document disclosed under the Access to information Act -

Document divulgué en ve e la Loi sur l'accés a l'information-
No. Rank & Name . ygnit _ First Second Explanation Recommendation
- Marriage Marriage by Soldier
11 ¢cdn Tk First wife in Wife in Nil When proper
Regt canada residing Glasgow - par- evidence has been
at Oshawa, Ont. ticulars of obtained this
marriage not case should be
on file ‘prosecuted.

4 pdn Fd This occurred EEi - de- This matter
Coy, RCE in Canada clares he had should be further
sometime in been separated investigated
1925 from his legal and should be
wife since prosecuted if
1926 the evidence

warrants such
proceedings,

No. 2 Motor
Amb Convoy,
RCASC

FProper proof
should be obtained
and this case

then prosecuted.

This case, while
- ordinarily calling
taken some for prosecution
action in 1942 has now been pre-

to obtain a scribed under RP.
divorce from 36(a)(3) and no
.. _ , his legal wife, prosecution under
s.19(1) the Army Act is
: possible.
00050



Document disclosed under the Access to information Act -

volanrenta

Yo, Rank & Name ynit - - First Second - Explanation Recommendation
Marriage Marriage by Soldier
R. 22e R. Nil This case should
be prosecuted if
the necessary
evidence can bhe
cbtained prior
to 11 Oct 43,at
which date it
will be prescribed
under the Army Act.
RCASC File indicates | i in- This should be pro-
has a wife and formed his secuted it the
child living . bigamous wife necessary evidence
in Montreal,Que. that had not can be obtained
lived with prior to 28 Nov
his legal wife 43, at which date
for five years it will be pre-
and that this scribed under
constituted an the Army Act.
automatic
divorce.
No. 1 File shows o s This should be
C.E.R.U = EY not satisfied prosecuted.

s.19(1)

a wife re-
siding in
Toronto, Ont.

with his legal
wife's conduct.

00051 \
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Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act -

No. Rank & Name Unit First

Marriasge

Second Explanatlion
Marriage by Soldier

DocuTent divulgué en verfu de 1a Lof suf T'accés ¢ Tinjorimation

Recommendation

No. 7 C.I.R.U. File shows Nil
B has
a wife in
Canada, but
that she did
not live with
him for 6
months pre-~
ceding his
enlistment.

There is little
evidence on filere
the first marriage
If investigation
shows that this
marriage has not
been dissolved

or that i
cannot avail
himself of the
seven year defence
this case should
be prosecuted,

No. 3 Nil, other This should be
C.AR.U. than declar- prosecuted.
ation by
- that
he was "madly
in love with
No. 1 File shows Nil This should be
c.I.R.U. HERiREEE Das : prosecuted, From
a wife at the file it
Peterborough, appears that

ont.

s.19(1)

also ob-
taineda the sum of
£30 from Miss

00051



Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act -

Dotument divOIgUE en Ve ae i ot sur ot irt informutton
No. Rank & Name Unis First Second kxplanation Recommendation

Marriage Marriage by Soldier

File shows

Nil Proper proof should

- . to be obtained and
have been = - if bigamy exists,
married on en- this case should
listment, be prosecuted.

1 ¢dn ¥a Nil This should be
coy, RCE prosecuted.
No. 2 at Bridgetown, Nil This should be
c,I.R.U. Nova Scotia, prosecuted when
on 18 Aug 34 proper proof has
been obtained.
85 Bridge File shows . Nil 'This should be
Coy, RCASC i e merried | prosecuted.

:ﬁrior to his
arrival® in UK.

s.19(1)

00051



Document disclosed under the Access to information Act -
— - - B nent-divilgué-envertu-de-la-LoisiutaccesaLinfarmation..
No. Rank & Name Unit First Second Explanation Recommendation
Marriage Marriage by Soldier

No 1 wd
Coy, RCE

L states If no proof is

he told & available to show

he had a the dissolution

divorce and of the first

was free to marriage this

remarry should be pro-
secuted,

. Divorce pro- This should be

- ceedings are prosecuted. This
. being taken. NCO has recently

5 been recommended
for the Efficiency
Medal.

Hast & P.E.
Regt

CNil This file is not
clear with regard
to the offence of
bigamy. There
are indications
that || || may have
had two wives in
Canada, one of
which may have
been divorced from
him, It does
appear, however,
5.19(1) that there was one

Mrs, @i at the
- merried

Westminster
Regt (Motor)

In view of this,
J believe the

-matter should be
investigated

farther aad, Jooost
exists. ¥



Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act -

Document divulgue en vertu de la Lor sur Tacces a I'information

No. Rank & Name Unit wirst kxplanation Recommendation
Marriage Marriage by Soldier
l1c.¢.R.U. An unknown Nil, other than This sheuld bhe
person on 20 the fact that prosecuted.
May 24 at EEE = =
Toronto, Ont. legal wiie was
an inmate of
x~f* a mental home
-~ at Mimico Ont.
on the date of
the second
ceremony.
Essex ®ile indicates Nil. From the file it
Scottish 1 has = appears that Pte
regt. wife in the “=mmene has been
_ U.S.A, missing since
the Dleppe
operation. Con-
sequently, this
should not be
prosecuted. 1In
addition to this
it may be thathis
first marriage was
dissolved by
divorce.
HG First i - Proper proof
cdn Army apparently at should be obtained

s.19(1)

one time be-
lieved himself
to be a.
bachelor,

and this case
prosecuted.

00051



Document disclosed under the Access to information Act -

™~ . - Doc ent dlvujgue eh vertu de la Lol sur racces a1 miprmuﬂi‘m
No. Rank & Name Unit ¥irst Second ExﬁThnatlon Recommendation
' Marriage Marriage by soldier
No 7 L,A.D,. there is no This case is un-
att 1 Fd doubt that doubtedly one of
Regt, RCHA . knew bigamy. 1
he had already believe that i
married. He was 1lnveigled into
=~ states that he the second
~D was prevailed marriage and that
upon by Miss he has no good
e legal defence.
agdn and again While it may be
to get married harsh, I believe
and that he did this case should
actually do so be prosecuted.
while under the
influence of
liquor.
8 cdn Recce No particu- No particu- Nil ‘There is no real
rRegt (14 H) lars. lars evidence of blgany

in the tile al-
though the pro-
ceedings of a trial
by KFGCM have ap-
parently indicated
that bigamy might
exist., At the
present moment

. is serving
S 18 months?
detention which
was awarded on 1
Apr 43 by KFGCM.

In view of this,

I do not think
this case should
be prosecuted,
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Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act -

. . o2 Document di%ulgué en vertu de la Loi sur I'accés i l'llgformation 4
No. Rank & Name Unit First second wmXplanation Kecommendavlion
Marriage Marriage by Soldier

R.H.L.T. 5 - i was not 'Yhis should be
. satisfied with prosecuted.
his domestic
affairs as
_ . his c¢hildren
N - . had been
th; placed in the
care of the
childrents Aid
gocliety. He
wished to ob-
tain a divorce
from his legal
wife, and
married @i
L L because
she was preg-
nant and he
wanted to
"stick by her".

. de~- ‘this should be
clares that he prosecuted.
wag drunk when

he married his
"~ legal wife,

and that she

left him two

days after

the

marriage.

rCASC

5.19(1)

00051



Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act -
Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur l'accés é I'information

No. Rank & Name Unitv

First _ Second wxplanation
Marriage Marriage by soldier

recommendation

KO Sqn, 5
cdn Armd Bde

Nil

‘there is very
little evidence
on this file,
but I believe
proper evidence
should be ob-
tained and this
case prosecuted.

4 3Sec, C.A.C.
W/SHP, RCOC

o did
noct want t
return to his

first wife.

LoiEsn was a

deserter from the
RAFT and jJjoined the
¢dn Army while in
Canada. As the
offence (2nd
marriage) actually
occurred in
Canada, T 4o not
think we should
prosecute the

case here,

West Nova
Scotia Regt

5.19(1)

- mar;ied

Miss . 1 as

she had had a
child by him,

This should be
prosecuted,

00051



Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act -

Dacu lvnlgus le lafoi ! &s & Linf .

No. Rank & Name Unit First ' Second Explanation Recommendation
: Marriage Marriage by Soldier

Ordinarily this
should bve pro-
secuted but any
action under the
Army Act was
prescribed on

22 Jun 43,
Accordingly no
prosecution can
be made, '

1 Cdn Army
Reception
Camp

This occurred Nii As the of fence

in Canada. occurred in Canada
T believe this
should not be
prosecuted.
Tt is noted that
AG 5 regards this
matter as closed
as the offence
was committed in
Canada.

2 A/Tk
Regt, RCA

Nil Proper evidence
should be obtained
and this case
then prosecuted.,

s.19(1)

00051



Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act -

_ Document divulgué en vertu de la foi sur 'gccés @ l'information
No. Rank & Name unit First Second Explanation Recommendation
Marriage Marriage by Soldier
Lorne Scots Nil Proper evidence

should be ob-
tained and this
case then pro-

secuted,

1 CASCRU Nil - When the
necegsary proof
has been ob-
tained this
should be
prosecuted.

1 Cdn Mech File indicates - T do not believe

EqQuip Coy, = — has vised he has this case should

RCE a wile 1in not heard be prosecuted as

canada from his wife - ~  appears
since 1934 to have a sound
although he defence in that
has made per- his wife has been
sistent continuously
attempts to abgsent for the
locate her. space of seven
years, and was
1300 not known by
him to be
alive.
00051



Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act -

Dpcument dlvulgue EnVertu de 1a LoTsuT racces il "ﬂa"ﬂaﬂvﬂ

No. Rank & Name Unit Firss Second Explanation Recommendation
Marriage Marriage by Soldier
No. 1 File indicates Miss Bradley Nil, othe This matter should
N.E.T.D. wife in Canada on 14 Jul4l than 88t be prosecuted when
by name of at Epping believed proper proof has
i | legal wife to been obtained.
be unfaith- It is to be noted
ful that the bigamous
wife has died
-8ince the bigamous
marriage was
contracted.
¢cdn Army Tps e Jeft I do not believe

w/Shp, RCOC

s.19(1)

his legal wife
a few days
after his
marriage on
discovering
she had had a
child by ano-
ther man. In
1930, he was
informed that
she was dead.
He made in-

quiries for her

over a period
of some nine
months and has
had no know-
ledge since
that time that
his legal wife
was still
living.

this should be
prosecuted as it
appears that
EEiEE N can
put forward the
defence of 7
years' cohtinued
absence.

00052



Dbcument disclosed under the Access to information Act -

Dogument divulgue en vertu de

No. Rank & Name Unit First Second Explanation Recommendation
Marriage Marriage by Scldier
No. 3 ©EEEELE LRl B Proper proof
CRU-UN . - . @ should be ob-
: .  apparent- tained and
ly now believes this case then
that his second prosecuted,
marriage has
been annuled.
No. 12 File indicates e app-  If further
Prov Coy that il arently be- investigation
has a wite lieves he has shows that
liVing in been divorced, ... W3S

s.19(1)

Regina, sask.
It is not
clear whether
she is a
common law
wiie or a legal
wite although
later corres-
rondence on the
f'ile tends to
indicate that

legally married
in canada.

‘Phis tends to
indicate that
the first
marriage was
valid.

legally married
in Canada

and that no
divorce has

been granted,

or that ..

did not have a
bona fide belief
that his

marriage had been
dissolved, this
case should be
prosecuted.
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Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act -
Pocument divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur l'accés & Finformation

BIGAMY PROOF é ' )

First Marrisge

An expert in the law of the province where the
first marriage took place will' give evidence that at the
present time the Registrar is under an obligation to keep a
record of all marriages. The Certificate of Marriage in the
first instance 1is, therefore, admissible,

] The expert will then produce a Certificate of
the first marriage and will swear that it is in the form.preu
scribed by the law of the province concerned,

~ The expert will then further swear that in his
opinion the marriage, at the time it was performed, was a
valid marriage (assuming the facts in the Certificate of
- Marriage to be correct).

Identity

A pay officer (Pay a) will produce MFM 16,
(applicatlon for DA) properly certified under RO 3131, under
AA 163, (This document contains an admission that the accused
was married incidembally). MFM 17 (Assignment of Pay) will als
be produced. This witness will also produce MFM 2 (attestation)
and MFM 5 (particulars of family).

_ The unit paymaster will then produce an acquit-
tance roll, or a pay book or some document signed by the
accused and the signature on which he can positively identify
as being that of the accused. He will compare this with the
signature of the accused on the other documents and testify
that the signatures, in his opinion, are identical. He will
further testify that the accused has not applied for any
cancellation of his DA,

Second Marriage

This will be proved by the production of the
Certificate of Marriage. This document proves itself and can
be obtained from the General Registry Office. This should be
produced by:-
one of the witnesses to the second marriage who f
shall identify the accused as one of the parties to the second
marrliage, -

First Wife Alive at Time of Second Marriage f

Shall be done by evidence taken by Commission./
The unit paymaster shall also testify as to this by stating j .«
that no application has been made for the cancellation of DA, ¥

00052
2



Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act -
Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur I'accés a l'information

h : kY

Commigssion Evidence

If possible the first wife should be called, but it must
be remembered that she is not compellable, tho she is competent. If
she gives evidence she should corroborate the first marriage and strength-
en the identity angle by describing her husband, and, if possible,
produce a picture or photograph of him, ., - -

If the wife will not testify then any witness to the first
marriage can be called. Such a witness can give all the circumstances
surrounding the first marrisge and this will enable the expert witness

to swear that the first marriage was definitely wvalid.

As to the actual question of the first wife being alive:-

a witness (the mother would be good) can declare that at
the date of the second marriage, the first wife was alive. This witness
canl also swear that the first wife married a soldier, and if possible,
can identify the husband by means of a description or picture of photo-
graph. Can swear that the accused married first wife oM ..... date andTh«
on sgme date after the second marriage, the first wife was alive.

4

(E.K. McDougall) Captain
o JAG-Rev 3
Canadian Military Headquarters
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Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur 'accés a F'information

20/Bigamous/1 (AG5a)

MEMORANDTUM 4:’43-

JelA.Ge(Courts) 3 Aug 43

Pirst Canadian Army Signals

s.19(1)

1. Herewith Pay file relating to the m/n soldier.

2e May the necessary action be taken please to review
the evidence avallable with a view to prosecuting the soldier
for his apparent bigamous marriage.

3. In view of the fact that this file is required by
Pay from time to time, it is regquested that this case be given
any priority possible.

(H.;gi;rfin) Captain
A.G.5a
Canadian Military Headquarters
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Document disclosed under the Access to information Act -

Do? B%dm e en §e 7'ide e%mg:r I‘,gcc’s @ l'information

MEMORATND UM

/
AdToAeG. <'g 7 Jul 43.

Bigamous Marriages in the U.K.

.19(1)

+ Ltecole:

Reference conversation, Lt.col.

1. The files, as per attached list, relating to soldiers
suspected of committlng the offence of- blgamy, are handed you
herewith,

2e It is understcod that the evidence available in each
case will be considered by the J.A.G. Branch with a view to a declsion
beingreached as to whether the soldier will be prosecuted for

bigamy.

Se It is further understood that when the preliminary
investigation has been concluded, the whole question of prosecuting
these cases will be discussed wiﬁh A,A.G.(Dis) with a view to
establishing the necessary procedure and machinery for prosecution.
It is appreciated that in some of the cases your recommendation
will probably be that the soldier be not prosecuted.

4, There are a number of additional files that will be
passed to you as soon as more complete information has been obtained,
but it is not expected that the total number of cases involved

will exceed 80.

C(H.,A Mart;n) Captain
, A0G05aﬁ
Att. 1. Canadian Military Headquarters : 00052
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Y

s.19(1)
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Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur 'accés & l'information

20/Bigamous /1 (4.G.5a)

v}/ MEMORANDTUM

-
N/ a.g.a.6. ‘ » {g 12 Jul 43

B%gamous Marriages in the U.K.

Reference this H.Q¢ ﬁemorandum.numbered as above and
dated 7 Jul 45.

1. Herewith four further files relating to the m/n matter:

2e The file of lO/ ﬁwﬁ::wﬁm:ﬁ/l is also forwarded, as
apparently, in error, this file was not passed to you w1th this
H.Q. memo of 7 Jul 43.

Y.L Dot

{HoA.Martin) Captain
AeGeDae
Canadian Military Headquarters

00052
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Dogument divulgué en ertu(de la Loi sur Faccés a l'information

. 20/Bigamous /1 (A.G.ba)

MEMORANDTUM <:‘il”

AT oA G | 8 Jul 43

Rigamous marriages in the U.XK.

Reference this H.Q. memo numbered as sbove and dated

7 Jul 43. ‘
0 .
1. Herewith febe further files relating to the m/n
matter. - , )
s.19(1)
(HJA.Martin) Captain
A.G.5a.
f- : Canadian Military Headquarters
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zacnggﬂgﬂjs 71irertu (:I I.a tf’. sgral"sccés & Finformdi

o ME MORANDTUM | /(
A.J.AG, : : 19 Jul 43 Q

Bigamous Marriages in the U.K.

1. Herewith 28 additional files relating to
bigamous marriages contracted in the U.K.

2e ' - These cases were all brought to the attention
of this Headquarters by the C.P.M, and the CMHQ 10/ file does
not contain any information that would be of assistance.

Se ~ The files handed you herewith complete all pending
bigamy files with the exception of not more than five additional
files that may require to be passed to you within the next

week. :

4. ; C.P.M. has requested that these pay files be returned
as soon as possible as they are in constant use.

et

AR
(ﬁ%%%Martin) aptain
BeGebDae .

Canadian Milit ary Headquerters

00052
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ADRLRGALHISTORY| By
" AMERICAN SOLDIER TRIED| il4 ~

AT THE OLD BAILEY S’%"‘tg;‘?
““News of thé World " Special . |jury h;ﬁ
- An American army sergeant,| gir ¢} -
o Anthony Edward" Peter, 44, of|secutis’
| Rochester, N.Y. is believed t0lwith a-
whave made legal .history in beingimile ¢
dealt with at the Old Bailey instead [Bright!
3.0f by a U.S.A. court-martial. rate k

.He is thought to be the first|motiv,

g American soldier to be charged at f}‘-

fian English court. The reason fory) 5}
his appearance at the Old Bailey thi
|y was that the offence—bigamy—was Willia}-
committed while he was a civilian. [lover{ .
An authorisation of .the Home |Ports

4 Secretary was, however, produced and

4 in court before he was allowed to|gun.
{plead. - ’

4 Mr. Bertram Reece, prosecut-| th
ing, said that Peter served over- the
seas in the Canadian army in| 2an|

the last war. Coming to England] 2eE

in. 1917 he met Helen Mary| be

Collis, whom he- married at| Hf

Brighton in 1919. The following| -2'¢

year he joined the R.AF. iy

His wife did not see him after] «;

| December,.1921, when he was home|[t j

lon leave, until - December, 1941, pagx

when he appeared at her Brighton| 4

home. He told her: “I've come Ef

2,000 miles to see you,” but she 0]‘4

"z
o

]
2

=]
[=%:. =]

replied: “1 cannot see you as I|s g
am getting a divorce.” a1

During the 20 years Peter had |
contracted a_ bigamous marriage tf%

frod
inl
)

Eal

R
o+ (D e a3
=8 V7R == I Y

#4 taken the woman {o Newiluog
York, where a son was born, Later }y A
they returned to Scotland, where £k
the woman died in 1932. 58,
In. March . Jast year he P
bigamously married Margaret Ida | J
Wheddon = at  Ellesmer Port, {(;
Cheshire. - :
Miss Constance Colwill, defend- 1,
ing, said Peter’s legal wife had
“married ¥ a man named Gerrard.
She obtained a decree nisi in|g
February, and when she obtained I
her decree absolute shortly shely
T

It

s
o
Twn

‘w—gwﬁﬁ-uvﬁi‘gimf 5o,

would be free to marry Gerrard
legally and Peter would be free
to marry Wheddon, . 3

The Common, Serjeant (Mr. |%
H. L. Beazley) said that although]| |
he regarded bigamy as a “blas-{ ¥
i phemous mockery,” ~he saw .no d
Fpoint in sending Peler {o prison. a}
He bound him over for 12 months. |j/-

P

Vi

BABY ABANDONED al.

A female child, about four |/
months old, was,abandone@,,f“*.&i ,

R 00053
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Document disclosed under the Access to information Act -

Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur {'accés &/ tion
20/Bigamous/1
H /1

- Lo/pEEEI /1
(A.G.5a)
27 Jul 43
A.J.A.G.
Bigamous marriages in the U.K.
1. Herewith two additional files relating to bigamous marriages

contracted in the U.K.:-

.19(1) ¥ (with Pay file)

2. As the C.P.M. has requested that the pay files be returned

as soon as possible, may the = ::. = " file receive preferred attention,

please,
(H.A. Martln) Captain
A.G.5a
(Encl. 3) Canadian Military Headquarters.

00053 ~
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Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur I'accés & l'information

20/Bigamous/l - ,
\ | : o/ . @ /1

- 27 Jul»43

C.P.M.

1 Cdn Gen Reinf Uni
Reference your PT/12/BIG.MARRIAGES/1 (Pay 2¢) dated 23 Jul 43.

May the Pey file relating to the m/n soldier be forwarded,
plesse, so that this alleged case of bigemy may be passed to the
J.A.G. Branch for an opinion as to prosecuticn.

(TfA.Jartin) Captain

for D.A.G. ‘
Cenadien Militery Headquarters.

s.19(1)
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Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur l'accés & l'information

20/Bigamous /2 :
o AR O

s . 10/ )

(A.G.Bu)

27 Jul 43
A.J.A.G.

“Bigamous marriages in the U.K.

1.  Herewith two additional files relating to bigemous marriages
contracted in the U.X.:- .

s.19(1) /1 (with Pay file)

2. As the C.P.M. has requested that the pay files be returned
as soon as possible, may the © file receive preferred attention,

please.
(H.A.Martin) Captain
’ A.G.ﬁa‘ ’
(Enel. 3) . Canadisn Military Headquerters.
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Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act -
PeHT Oy Svplgus e Rk AR e 50 £ (c§ & Sinf@makign
Chief Paymaster's Office.

23 Jul 43.

- - \

D.A4.G.(A.G.5),
C.M.H.Q. W"M
Bigamous_Marriages in the United Kingdom. L l _ 'ﬁ) o

L. Further to my letter numbered as above d/9 Jul 43
regarding the m/n subject. :

2. The following information regarding an additional
bigamous marriage contracted in the United Kingdom by a member
of the Canadian Army Overseas, is passed to you as requested:-

No. Name. Unit. Date and Place of
—_ ‘ Bigamous Marriage.

1 Cdn.General St.Leonards-on-Sea,
Reinf. Unit. sSussex.
9 Sep 41.
s.19(1)
<t
A~(MM, Wyndham) ,Major,
for Chief Paymaster,
Canadian Army Overseas.
) 4 4
LLLA
AN { : 00053



Document disclosed under the Access to information Act s
cument divulgué en vertu de la Lm sur l'accés a l'informgtion
20 Big'ameu,:»;a/’e (A.G.5a) LoV

L

C.PJM. (Pay 2¢) - - 22 Jul 43 {

Bigamous Marrlsges in the U.K.

le. Considoration is now boing given to prosecuting the.
u/m sol%#ers vho have spparently contracted bigamous marriages
in the UK, -

1 Cdn Sigs Hft‘nnit
1 Hed Regﬁ RH.C sAi

2e The onLy information.regarding the fact of tho bigamous
marriaspge in theosc cases 1s contained in your Pay fik. May the
- pay fllos of these soldlers be therefore forwarded please, so
'5.19(1) thag the same nay be passed to the J.A.G. Branch for appropriate
ach Ona

Se Rocelpt is adknawledgad of the 28 files cnclosed in your
t

(H,A.Martin) Captain
for D;A.G’.
Cancdlan lilitary Hesdquerters
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Document disclosed under the Access to lnformation Act -

Docume F'Bpﬁlgﬁ# & YARREAGIHSS & ‘information

l ' .. (Pay 2¢).
-\ « Chief Paymaster's Office
. 16 Jul 43. '
! D‘A-G-(A-G-SQ,
CcIﬂ-HlQo
Bigamous Marriages in the United Kingdom.
1. Reference your 20/Bigamous/l (4.G.5a) d/12 Jul 43
and attached list of PT Files required by you.
2. Herewith files as requested with the exception of

which will be forwarded to you as soon as located.

s.19(1) 3 For your further action.

C::><éﬁ2\}IL&,g,&,£1/4«+v/w

A( M.M.Hyndham) ,Major,
for Chief Paymaster,
Canadian Army Overseas.
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Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur ['accés & Fin, rmutn:m

20/Bigemous /1 (4,G.5a) )L ‘\
Birtamous Marrinres in the U.K.

i Considoeration is now being given to prosecuting all Canadian
soldlers who have contracted bigamous marriages in the U.K.

2o In somo cases the only infommatlon regarding the fact of the
bigemous marriage Is conteinod in your Pay fille. It is, therefore,
requosted that the Pay filcs be forwarded rolatling to the soldiers
es por attached 1list.

3 Thoso Poy flles will bo forwarded to the J.»A.G. Branch for

an. opinion as to prosecution, and will then be returnod to you.

1% is eppreclated that thesc filos should be dealt with, and

returned to you, with o ninimum of delay, and in order that this

may be done it 1s sugpgested that you ferward nll files under the

seme cover, unless 1in any particuler case an individual filo mey take
- more than two or throo days to be located and forwarded.

‘ 4 For your necessary pction please.

{(H,A.llartin) Captain
fOP DGA. G"
Canadlien 1Mlitary Headquerters

Att. 1.
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Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act -

Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur l'accéizl'igﬁmation

| Sl
12 P& Regt 10 Feb 42 ~
Seaforth of C. 20 Jul 41
3 FA Coy ReC.E. 29 Sep 41
61 Gen Tpt Coy 5 Jul 41
4 P4 Aod RCANMC 2 Apr 42
s.19(1) ReCoRa - 22 Jan 42
2 Fd Regt _ 26 Doc 41
1 Div Pot Coy 8 Nov 41
3eaforth of C 9 Jan 42
ColloHeQw 23 Aug 41
Haste & PeELRa 29 Apr' 42
'HaQe, GQRUU' 24 D@c 40
4 Sub«Depob ‘
1 Cdn B.0.D. 16 Nov 40
63 TisAeDe : 22 Apr 41
4 L A A Regt 17 Sep 41
West NyS.Re. 28 Nov 40
1 Cdn Arty Rft Unit 10 Aug 42
CeTeS, ’ 5 Jul 41
2 Pd Pk Coy & Aug 41
Calge Highrs 30 lov 41
1 Div Pet Coy 17 Uar 42
1l Cdn A+S.C. Rft
Unit 17 Oct 42
48 Highrs 18 Oct 41
1 Cdn H.EsT.D, . 4 Oct 41
2 Armd Bde 9 Nay 43
26 PFa Bty HeCwlo 27 Sep 41
8/XUK/BOB 6 Hov 41
ReWohRe 15 Aug 42

2 Cdn Pnr Coy 29 Dec 42
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Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur I'accés & l'infprmatijon
20/Bigamous/1l (A.G.5a) t !Z£>

| MEMORANDUM

AT AG ' 12 Jul 43

Bigamous Marriagges in the U.K.

_ Reference this H.Q. memorandum numbered as above and
dated 7 Jul 43. :

1. Horewith four further files releting to the n/n matteor:

s.19(1)

2. Thoe file of 10/ @ = = = = /1 is also forwarded, as

apparently, in error, this file was not passed to you with this

(HﬂA.éartin) Captain

: AsGabae
Canadien Mlitaery Headquartors
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Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur I'accés & l'information

PT/12/BIG.MARRIAGES/1 (Pay 2¢). %
Chief Paymsstert's Office,

9 Jul 43. //c/
JM.B.Q ;z /] /‘Z:;ﬂvdbﬂvodﬂbf |
Bigamous Marriages in the United Kingdom.

1, Further to my letter mumbered as sbove d/18 Jun 43 regarding the
m/n subject,

D.A.G. (AOGI 5)’
C.M.B

2. The following is a further list of persomnel of the Canadian Army
Overseas who have contracted bigamous marriages in the United Kingdom, and
is passed to you as requested,

Unif. Date & Place of Bigamous Marriage,
2 Cdn, Gen, Pioneer Coy. 29 Dec 42, Alloa, Clackmannanshire

s.19(1)

C>J/7J~LM—/‘—/£/'—""/

A/ (MM, Wyndham), Major
for Chief Paymaster,
Canadien Army Overseas,
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pT/12/ EPPeumenk AiRrgndFee/ty de(lpigivur @gﬁs & l'information

fﬁﬁﬁ*;> thef Paymaster's Office i

D, A G (A G.B) .,

C.H.H. Q. ,.' 19°JUN 1943 3 &/ <
' Oandd;inf..h fary :'“{* : .ﬁ ﬁ
Bigamous Marriages in the\ﬂiéteﬁ angdom.
T
1. Further féumruletter numbered as above and 4/12
" Jun 43, regarding the m/n subject.
2. The following is a further list of personnel of
"~ the Canadian Army Overseas who have contracted bigamous
s.13(1) marriages in the United Kingdom, and is passed to you as

requested,

Date and Flace

Ho. Name, Unit, of Bigamous Marriage

1 C.E.R,U, Kenmuir Church ,//
Manse,Glasgow,
14 Aug 42,

3 Field Coy.RCE, A1l Saints Catholic
Church, Rear
Presbytery,Chichele
Road,Oxted,Burrey.
29 Sep 41,

Pl Pty
(M ,M.Wyndham) ,Major,
for Chief faymaster,
Canadian Army Overseas,
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CENTRAL REGI3TRY
~ Can. Mil., H.Q.
Laét'Traéeé.
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P .pocument d|sclosed unde % sto ormat:? ,;
ation
Chief aymaster s lflce

12 Jun 43,
D.J‘.':L. ‘o(-é IG' ). ) ;?

PA e —> 0/

Bigamous Marriages in the United Kingdom,

1. FTurther to my letter numbered as above d/28 May 43
regarding the m/n subgect
2. The following information regarding an additional
5.19(1) blgamous marriage contracted in the United Kingdom by a member
of the Canadian Army Overseas, is passed td you as requested:
No. Name, Unit. Date and Place of
= Bigamous Marriage,
Royal Canadian Regt. Register Office,
Blackburn,
County of
Blackburn,
19 Apr 41,
o = \
i (M, 1, Wyndham) ,Ma jor,
e é;ﬁ for Chief Paymaster,

B Canadian Army Overseas,
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/;\:‘{;\y’” A - Document disclosed ?der the Access to lnform%z Act -

_:) ( - 7 cument dl\HE eLR lyat.'on

Chief Paymaster's Of 1c
28 Nay 43,

No.

D/S

1. Further to my letter numbered as above,d/21 lay 43 regarding
the m/n subject.

2. The following informetiun regarding en additional bigermcus,
marrisge contracted in the United Kingdom by a member of the
Canadian Army Oversess, is passed to you as requestedi-

Name. Unit. Date and Flace of
Bigamous larriage.

5.19(1)

HY.Sn. 5 Cdu Armd. Farncombe,Surrey,
Brigade. Zagland.
9 sy 43,
,2¢£;g?diffimv*¥

(.o yndiam) ,llajor.
for Chief Paymaster,
Cancéian Arry Oversoas.
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Document divulgué en yertu de la Loi sur l'accés & l'injor?ion

| 20/Blgamous /1 (A.G.5a) '3>
MEMORANDUM | ,

A.T.AG. | - 8 Jul 43
Blzemous mavrriages in the U.K. |

Reference this H.Q. memo numbered as sbove and datbed

7 Jul 43.
: FOUR
1. Herewith #emee further filecs relating to the m/n
matber. ‘ .
$.19(1)

(H.A.Ifartin) Captain

A.G.58
Canadian lillitery Headquarters
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Document disclosed under the Access to lnjormatl n Act -

?.-O/EQ:'QQmMyé}n ety 43 laei #lr Iacce@l in rmanon
MEMORANDUM |

AQ“JQAI‘GQ o 7 Jul 4:50_-

1ls The files; as per attachﬁd 1ist, relating to soldiers
suspected of committing the offence of blgamy, are handed you
hoerewiths

e It is understood that the evidence availdbla in each
case will be considered by the J.A«G¢ Branch with a view to a decilsi
beilng reached as to whether the soldier will Be prosecuted for

-

- blgamy. : ;\

B It is further understood thet when the preliminary
investigation has been concluded, the whole guestion of prosecuting
theso coses will be dlscussed with A.A«G, (Dis) with & view to
establlshing the necessary procedurs and machlnery for prosecutlon,.
It is approclated that in some of the caeses your recommendation
will probebly be that the soldier be not prosecuted.

de o There aré & number of additional files that will be
passed to you as soon as more complete informatlion has beon obtalnod,

. but 1t is not expected that the total nurmber of cascs involved

s.19(1)

will exceed 80,

(H A.mki::;S Captain

58.¢
Abta 1 ' Canadian ﬂilltary Beadquartors
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Document disclosed under the Access to information Act -
7S PR D A gty
Chief Paymasterts Offic Wy
21 May 453. a/ '

v/

D.A.G.(A.G.5

C.M.H.Q.
Marriasges in t eé%n
BRIy
1. Further to my:d %ter numbered as above and 4/8 May 43

regarding the m/n subgect

2. The following is a further list of personnel of the
Canadian Army Overseas who have contracted bigamous marriages
in the United Kingdom, and is passed to you as requested:-

No. Name. Unit. Place zand Date of
’ Bigamous Marriagce,

1 Cdn.ASC.Reinf. Mentham.

Unit. 26 Jul 41.
1 C.A.R.U. St.Paul's & S.
George's Episcopal
Church,Edinburgh.
10 Aug 42,

s.19(1)

%JH‘M.Wyndham) Major, “77e7~
for Chief Paymaster,
Canadian Army Overseas.
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Document disclosed under the Access fo Information Act -
PaRymert dRTgh¢ MARRES G BBy octP &/ nfoheriion
Chief Paymaster's Office
8 May U3, ';;

® pac (aa5), gy
CV.M,H.Q, ____>M 6W
Bigamous Marriages in the Unitdd Kingdom, 33 A
1 Further to my letter numbered as above and 4/1 May 43,

régarding the m/n subject,

2. The following is a further 1list of personnel of the Canadian
Army Overseas who have contracted bigamous marriages in the United
Kingdom, and is passed to you as requested:-

Place and Date of

No, Ngme, Unit, Bigamous Marriage o
LT — _ I —— S 550n. Surrey, ’/iﬁ
Reinf, Unit, 2 Jun 41, s
= Egsex Scottish Parish Church,Epsom;f/f'
9Py Reglment, County of Surrey.
, e , 14 May L2,
Lo )

- M, M, Wyndham)¥a jor,
PN for Chief Psymaster,
' Canadian Army Overseas,

Yo /d@;.a@q s DUy
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Document disclosed under the 4ccess to Information Act -

. " Document divulgué en vertu de la Lo sur 'accéedel formatio
N PT/12/BIG, MARRIAGES/1(Pay 2c) .
‘; B o . Chief Paymaster's Office.
‘ - 1 May L3,
D- IGO(ADGO5)’ : - {Tﬁ ' ‘
C.M.H.Q,

= o=

Bigamous Marriages in the United Kingdom.

e &‘T%W//
Vs

1. Further to my letter numbered as above and a/16 Apr 43z,
regarding the m/n subject, ,

2. The following is:a fufther list of personnel of the
Canadian Army Overseas who have contracted bigamous marrisges in
the United Kingdom, and 1s passed to you as requested:-

Plsce and date of
Unit. Bigamous Marriace.

1 C.A 8 (R,C,C.8), Parish Church,
: Ashtead, Surrey,
2 Jul I,

1 Medium Regt.RCA, St.Mary's Church,
Surrey,
22 Dec 40,

1 Cdn,Ordn,Reinf, St.John's,Highbury,
Unit, 1slington, Borough of
Islington,
7 Sep 41,

48 Highlsnders of 74 Gordon 8t.,Glasgow,
Canada, Registered-District
of Blythswood.
24 Nov U1,

o 4%

(M.M,Wyndham),¥ajor, ,
for Chief Paymaster,
Canadian Army Overseas,

$.19(1)

5
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j D T Document divulgué en vertu de Ia LDI r i I'inf GP
/{/,_!_é———* ' ' €. H.- L mg

A \(.; ..As) :

:‘: ?C 3 ? /Ll ~ Canadian Military biee..
/ 2 ¢ , 3IMAN 1945
T Te

Coorer v r ot on [""‘L"‘_‘_:f;-
fde bt b ot i -2t L

il @ veres
5.‘3, Costa T

621-/ a oy //é‘ .
(c S. Boo H)/ ;- .
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4 { Document disclosed under the Access to information Act -

V) -  PT/12 /raminh AMBYEGER I de (apei or @Géscil%ﬁon
s . »
N o . ~ CHIEF PAYMASTER'S OFFICE.
J N R .
: B - X ' ‘
! S 16 Apr 43.
> 17 APR 1813 P -

)F
oo g
‘

\.h >
A.G. GAG.5)., Comm ™ hiilitary 7 2 /2//”7$,”’
M. H ‘2 ‘ : ’ b \ l' #" & S
) D

G.

e ' ™~ a - gl {‘;‘U.
x@<s)farriages in tﬁéwunmﬁééXKingdom.

-
I

N Further to my lstter nurbered as above and 4,19 Mar
3, regarding the m/n subject.

2. The following is a further list of personnel of the
Canadian Army Overseas who have contracted bigamous marriages
in the United Kingdor, and is passed to you as requested:-

No. Name . Unit. Place and date of
Bigamous Marriage.

1 Cdn.ASC.R.U. WalthamstOw,'Essex.

17 Oct 42.
4 Sub\Depct. Garrison Church,
1 Cdn Base Ord. Borden. Hants.
Depot «RCOC. 16 Nov 1940.

~

B Pl o 5 T T o
(M.M. Wyndham), Major.
Jor Chle?f Paymaster,
Canadlan Army Overseas.
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20/Bigamous /1 (&,G.5a)

MEMORANDTUNM v

?ZL%WJM Apr 43

Bigamous Marriages in €S B ) Brigadier,
the United Kingdom 8mﬂ°””4“”tw x%?ewm

A

{

2R \2

;APR 2 3 1943 Cadiadian Miklry Headquarters,

1. There are now on record 70 cases of blgamy.

In three of these cases disciplinary action is being taken, or is
under consideration, due to special considerations in these cases.
The remaining 67 cases are noted, but no action is being taken
pending N.D.H.Q. taking the necessary action to make avallable
commissione evidence for use im Ganadal. .

2. Information is avallable covering the date of
the bigamous marriage in most of the above cases - and an analysis
appears hereunder.

Bigamous marrlages contracted during 1940 7
" - -oon " first 6 months 41 16
H 1t 1t 1 last " i 1 21
M " " " first " "oz 11
" L " " last 1y 1t 142 10
" " o " " 1943 to date 2
3. ' The fact that prosecutions for bigamy have occurred,

and the results published in Overseas R.0s., may have had some
deterrent effect in reducing the number of bilgamous_marriages con-
tracted during the last 15 months. A more probebly explanation

is, however, that the wives concerned have not yet become sufficlently
curious about the lack of dependents allowance - as the large majority
of cases of blgamy coming to light reached this Headquarters through
the C.P.M. as the result of some application for dependents allowance
or request for information. ‘

4, It is understood that a draft P.C. authorizing

the use of commissione#® evidence In Canada was received from N.D.H.Q.
some weeks ago, and returned without any suggestions for substantial
changes.

5. In view of the number of cases in which prosecutions
for bigamy are pending, it i1s recommended -

g\, (a) that cable action be taken,to expedite obtaining A

g.(ﬁ% the power to take evidence on commission., —

that consideration be given to the problem of making
~ avallable legal personnel in prosecuting these cases.

In this regard, it 1s suggested that all cases now

pending, or arising hereafter, should be referred to

J+A,G., Branch C.M.H.Q., for the purpose of obtaining —
P
wt " the necessary evidence in Canada - but that the for-
Uﬂ)/'qd%buv p_mﬁﬁ&9ms concerned should furnish their own prosecutors.
THY Prin? of
Eﬂ AV , 00056
e '*,X-;j; Coameretang 2 4 1943 /CONTINUED OVERLEAF 1 ‘
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2

5 (Cont'd)

There should not be any special difflculty in obtaining a
conviction in all proper cases onee commiss;onCﬁLevidence is

avallable.

B For your consideration, please.

v

(HeA.Martin) Captein
(A,G.5a) : .
Canadian Military Headquarter

fgeo. 29319 - Dalla 1R Qpe 43,

(>

| {C.H Walker) Lieut.-Col.
AAG.(Dis)
Canadian Military Headquarters.

97 APR 1943

Soe
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PT/12/BIC. MARRT AGES/1 (Phy-ecy —
Chief Paymaster'e Office —
19 Mar 43, 1 A7

1

Bigamous Marriages in w%cmmdmnM““NYJé
the United Kingdom, =3 H. Q. ﬁiy
: ) i

' Sy \'(,\')//

W\' Jo*

1. ' ’ Further to my letter numbered as above,d/12 Mar 43,
regarding the m/n subject,

2, The following i1s a further list of personnel of
the Canadian Army. Overseas who have contracted bigamous marriages
in the United Kingdom and is passed to you as requested:~

No. Name, Unit, Place and date of
- Bigamous Marriacge,

26 Field Bty., RCA, 5t. Ninians Mission,
Church, Seaton,
Abérdeen,
27 Sep U1,
First Cdn,Army Register Office,
Reception Camp, Brentford,Middlesex,
22 Jun 4o, .
Seaforth Highlanders All Saints R, C, Church
of Canada, rear of Presbytery

Chichele Rd, Oxteqd,
Surrey,South Eastern
Surrey,

20 Jul kL1,

Royal Winnipeg Rifles, Register Office,
_ Lewes,
15 Aug L2,

s.19(1)

(M,M,Wyndham), Major.
for Chief Paymaster,
Canadian Army Overseas,

00056



D.A.G.(A.G.5).

C.M.H.Q.

Bigamous Marriages

the United Kingdom,

- Document disclosed under the Access to lnformation Act -
p1/12/ B MR RS T T Bay B ET
Chief Paymaster's Office

o 12 Mar L3,

in

2.
bilgamous m

of the Canadian Army Overseas, 18

No, _Name,

regarding the m/n subject.

: 4
o, my, letter numbered as above, a/% Mar 43,

Iy

The following information regarding an additional

arriage contracted in the United Kingdom by a member
passed to you as requested:-

Unit. Place and Date of
Bigamous Marriage.

61 Cdn,Gen.Trensport Register Office, love.
Coy., RCASC, 23 Aug U41.

{M.M,Wyndham), Major,
for Chief Paymsster, .
Canadian Army Overseas,

00056
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/ 7 - Document disclosed under the Access to lnformat"
Y . pRgiymestdiveisugaveryugeln tosyr e 4 finkmet
Gey Chief Paymaster's Office,
5 Mar 43, '

i, G (A, G.5),
C.M.H.Q.

Bigamous Marriages in
the United Kingdom,

1. Further to my letter numbered as above, 4/26 Feb 43,
regarding the m/n subject.

2. ‘ The following information regerding an addlitional blgamous
marrisge contracted in the United Kingdom by a member of the Canadiarn
Army Overseas, is passed to you as requested:-

No. " Name. ' Unit. Place and date of
Bigamous Marrisge.

4 Sec, C.A.C.Workshop,
' R.C.0.C, Unknown,

s.19(1)

cz}*f??CA[/bx;)t,AZ_,L,hZQQ&%y/

# (M.M,Wyndham),Major,,
for Chief Paymaster,
Canedian Army Overseas.

00056
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Document disclosed under the Access to Information Ac(

Documenétg )‘Etie gf?a. \fﬁgu de /aio: _sw Paccés a I‘i;ﬁm}'on

s.19(1) il
- aG. 5a) ;

MEMO | 6 Mar 43

1. Information from A G 7a received this

date 1s that @ = = o - -, 2 CCCS

RCAMC may be gullty of a bipamous marriage
on =l Jun 41 to the woman now known as

2. This memormndum 1s placed on the policy
file pending clarification of the policy on
prosecution for bigamy in the Canadlan Army
Overseas.

Cass) Captaln
{(A.G.5a)
Cangdlan Military H.Q. 00036
8

(F.N,



Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act -
‘/ Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur ['accés & Finfo jon
W - L
AG ;. PT/12/BIG.MARRTAGES/1
g} RECS : (Pay 2¢).
: Chief Paymaster's Office
: . /0%6 Feb 43, .- .
D.A.G.(A.G,5) : 23 FEB 100
C.M.H.Q. . o 2B g
. - 1—.‘\??3;3[ .
- Bigamous Marriagss in AT
the United Kingdom. .
1. ~ Further to my letter numbered as above, d/19 Feb U3,
regarding the m/n subject.
2. The following information regarding an additional

bigamous marriage contracted in the United Kingdom by & member
of the Canadian Army Overseas, i passed to you as regquested: -

No, Name, 4 Unit, Place and date of
_ Bigamous Marriage,tgﬂfgf
(87 Coy)RCASC, Brighton Methodist
1 Army Tank ‘Bde. Church.
Coy. 26 Dec 42,

for C

Paymacster,
Canadian

Army Overseas,

00056
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Bigamous Marrlages in
the United Kingdom,

1. Further to my letter,
regarding the m/n subject.

Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act -
Document, divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur 'accés & Finformation
PT/ 187 BT E. MARRE ARk g1 (55 "Wergoton
Chief Paymaster's Office.

19 Feb L3, //'M \ (),3
éls\gbkjﬁ @

numbered as above, 4/5 Feb 43,

2. The following is a further 1list of personnel of the
Canadian Army Overseas who have contracted bigamous marriages
in the United Kingdom, and is passed to you as requested:~

No, Name,

5.19(1)

Canadian A

Unit.

1 Cdn,ASC . Reinf . Unit,

1 Cdn.Corps Troops
Carrying Coy.

Placz and date of
Bigamous Marriage.

Register Office,
Durham Eastern,; »
County Durham,

26 May 42,

3t.Mary's Churchﬁdff/
Aldermaston, Berid,
31 May 41

gymaster,,
Overseas,

00057
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PI/12/B1G.MARRIAGES/1.(Pay 2c).

: Chief Paymaster's Office.
) 5 Feb 43,

D.A.G.(A.G.5).

C.M.E.Q. | ‘ IA/’
o1

Bigamous Marrilages in
the United Kingdom,

1. Further to my letter, numbered as above, 4/1 Feb 43
regarding the m/n subject.

2. The following information regarding an additionel
blgamous marrisge contracted in the United Kingdom by a member
of the Canadian Army Overseas, is passed to you as requested:-

No. Name, Unit. Place and date
of Bigamous Marriage.
2 Fileld Regt. Regisgter Office,
i = R.C.E. Surrey North-Eastern,
County of Surrey.
=190 - 26 Dec L41. v

Paymaster,
iy Overseas.

for Chief
Cenadian A}

00057



Document disclosed under the Access to Informatjon Agt -
Document divulgué en vertu dg la Loi sur Faccés a l'iffopgation
PT/12/BIG. MARRIAG—EM
(Pay 2c¢).
Chlef Peymaster's Offlce.
1 Feb 43,

rol o

1. Further to my letter numbered ae above, d/18 Dec ho
regsrding the m/n subject.

Bigamous Marriages in
the United Kingdom.

2. There were no bigamous marrisges contracted by
personnel of the Canadlan Army Overseas reported to me for the
month of Jan W43,

erd), Majlor.,
/tef Paymaster,
CanaQter’ Apmy Overseas.

d 00057



Document disclosed urider the Access to Information Act -

- . Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur l'accés a I'jnforMation
C.MH.2. Li/

PB — 29/4 Div/1 ~
{(JAG Int Law l}

! 24 Dec 42,
H.J. 4 cdn Armd Div
{Att. AD.J.A.)
Bigamy Prosecution -
Law and wvidence
1. reference m/n., Inclosed herewith is

a copy of the memor.ndum, dated 22 Dec 42,
- which was discussed in telephone conversation,
Capt. Hall - Cept. carrick, of today.

WP 7

(":- \-.L. ‘mglin) CQlOIl‘Jl
D l—JiJLnG- '
Canadian Military Headguarters,

phe

OTT - A copy of the menorandum sent
=27 {g on rile 29/0pinions/1/4; To 153. /A<

00057
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I : C «L 2 H s Q) « Document divulgué en vertu de la Lo sur I'accés & l'information

= 29/First Cdn Army/l --
' (FAG Int Lew 1) { é\

24 Dec 42,

"H.Q. First cdn Army
i+ (Att- DGJI-A.)
» Bigamy Prosecution - o
law end Tvidence

1. Reference m/n., Lisut. Horden will have
handed ycu a copy of the memorandum prepargd on
this subject by the Brench, dated 22 Dec 42.

2 Por your informstion, a copy of the
memorandum has also been furnished to the D.J.A.,

1 cdn Corps, A.D.J.A. 1 ¢dn Div and A.D.J.A. 4 Cdn
Armd Div. ,

Lol 7% “

~ (P.J. Viontague) Ma jor-General
' TeA G .
canadian Army Overseas,

Jk<

HOTT - A copy of the memoranium sent
T is on file 29/0pinions/1/4, Fo lj}ilagri.

00057



Document disclosed under the Accessto Information Act -
Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur l'accés & I'inf?aﬁon

PT/12/BIG.MARRIAGES/1
(Pay 20)- .

CHIEF PAYMASTER'S OWFICE.

. \Q 18 Dec 42.
D.A.G., (A.G.5.) Cb»ngwj(wp
C.M.H.G. ;bg\ CFJVMQ

Bigamous marriages in
the United Kingdom.

1. Further to my letter, numbered as above, d/4 Dec 42
regarding the m/n subject.

2. The following information regarding an additional
bigamous marriage contracted in the United Kingdom by a member
of the Canadian Army Overseas, is passed to you as requested:-

No. Unit. Place and Date of
e - 2 Field Park Bigamous_ Marriage.
~Coy., R.C.E. Epsom, 3urrey.
6 A4ug 41.
$.19(1)

(5.J. 'Bedra), Major,
for Chief Paymaster,
Canadi rmy Overseas.

00057
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COPY @mur! diygé/en vertu dela Loie.gm’sal'informaﬁw
“\3 BOMBER MAL | l
- 3 Dec 42,

The Secretary,
Department of National Defence (Army)
Ottewa, Canada
(Attention Judge Advocate General)

Evidence on Commission -

Courts~Martial Proceedings

1, Reference my letter of 2 Oct 42 (lo/Davidson,V. /1),
in reply to you HQ 405-D,115(A,D,1), wherein I suggested that
consideration be given to the provision of a procedure, in the
administration of military law, similar to that of taking
evidence on commission as used in the Cilvil Courts,

Ce I have td advise that'the necessity for disclplinary
action in certain cases overseas, mmkes 1t highly desirable that
gome legal provision be made in this regard, Thls Headquarters
has under consideration, at the present time, a number of cases
involving alleged bigsmous marriages by officers and soldlers and,
ag well, there have been referred to this Headquarters, from time
to time; cases involving dislplinary actlion against soldlers, now
oversess, for offences alleged to have been committed in Canada,

e A disposition of such cases is not possible under
present means of proof because certain elements of the alleged
offences occurred 1n Canada, and witnesses to prove the same are.
not available in the U.K.

4, : It 1s, therefore, auggested that an approprisate
P.C. Order be passed enabling the evidence of such witnesses to be
taken in Canada on commission for use in courts-martial proceedings
overseas. It may be desirable to draft such P.C. Order in such
manner as would enable such evidence to be teken on commission in
any circumstances, that i1s to say, there may be cases int he future
in which similar evidence would be required for proceedings in

. Canada where the witnesses are overseas.

5. ’ A somewhat similar provision is found in the

Canadian Criminal Code, Sec. 997, which provides, -inter alia, that
whenever it is made to appear to the satisfaction of a jJjudge, or
magistrate, that any person residing out of Canada 1s able to give
material information relating to any iIndictable offence, he may
appoint a, commissioner to take evidence, upon oath, of such person.

8. A draft P.C. Order, in this regard, has been pre-

pared at this Headquarters and a copy thereof, with a copy of ex-
planatory notes, is enclosed herewith for such use as you care to
make thereof. - It 1s now considered, however, that the matter might
better be dealt with in a different manner, and it 1s suggested

that a short P.C. Order be passed generally authorlzing the use

of evidence on commission in courts~martial and other disciplinary
proceedings, notwithstanding any act, rule, regulation or law to

the contrary, and providing that the Judge Advocate General, at
N.D.H.Q., have power to make all necessary rules and regulations
governing the procedure therefor, and that such rules and regu-
lations, when published, have the same force and effect in law as

if contained in the P.C. Order, It is considered that from exper-
ience galined 'in t he practival application of such rules and regu-
lations, from time to time, it may be necessary to make certain
alterations thereln and, consequently, it would be more convenient

if such alterations could be made and published by the Judge Advocate

cees/

" . 00057
‘1 K . Nggrr ~ ) / ’ o= 1”4‘
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General, as occasion requires, rather than by an ameﬁding P.C. <9>
Order.

7. I would ask that this matter be given early
consideration in view of the many c ases presentiy pending, and
further that any draft P.C. Order, in this regard, be submitted
to me for consideration before it is presented to the Governor

in Council.,~==— —~ -— -

3. e e - e —_

(sgd) (P.J.Mpontague) Major-General
Senior Officer,
- Canadian Military Headquarters.
(Sgd) : ! : . :
J.X. ’
A.J.A.G.(Legal Sec) C.M.H.Q.

N

A

N <

000577
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o P PT/12/BI G.MARRIAGEs/l./ é
¢ (Pay 2¢).
Ayd“» Chief Paymaster's Office

4 Dec 42,

O WG, 6 (ae.s),

oeeele NCIMELQ, m@’ﬁ @ -

Blgamous Marriages in
the United Kingdom,

1., Further to my letter numbered as above da/16 -
Nov 42 regarding the m/n subject.

2. The following is a further list of personnel
of the Canadian Army Overseas who have contracted blgemous
merrjages in the United Kingdom, and is passed to you as

requested: =
No. Name, . Unit, ' Place and date of
Bigamous Marriage,
Esgex Scottish Qaughton, :
(Now P.O.W,) Birkenhead, 5 Oct 41,
Carleton and York Registry Office, uff
Regiment, Croydon,
16 May U1,

5.19(1)

(P/K ), CoYonel,
Paymester,
my Overseas,

00057
8
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v ' BEPARTIONT OF HATTOUVAL DREFENGT (7L /} {P%

- Arny -

H.Q. 54-27-32=1 F. D, 4 (A.P.2),
OTTAVA, Canada,
7th March, 1942, . -

All Dlotrlct Officers Commandlng
BIFANOUS MAHRI;CWS

From time to time reports are received at
Defence Headquarters which indicate that bigamous
marriages are contracted by personnel of the Canzdian
Army, Such marriages entail needless sufferihgs on
the part of those victimized, and result in the un-
lawful payment of dependents'_allowance.

2. ' Bigamous marriages fall into two classes -

(1) married men, who, on enlistment declare
o themselves to be single, and subsequentli’
- , obtain vermission to marry,;

(1i) single men who obtain permission to marry

' women who are already married., In some
cases the fact that the woman is married
is known to the soldier, and in other
cases he bhelieves her to be single.

5. More than one instance has occurred-of a
soldier, who, at the time of enlistment, declared he was
senarated from hig wife - subsequently he applied for
permission to marry and such permission was granted by

his Commanding Officer. The granting of permission to
marry under such circumstances clearly indicates neglect
~on the part of the Commanding Officer, who, had he per-
sonally checked the man's documents, would have discovered
his marital status,

4, Before granting permission to marry, the
Commanding Officer will ensure that the provisions of

Routine Order 808, as amended by Routine Order 947, have

been complied with, ‘Referring particularly to para, 2(a)

of Routine Order 808, the Commanding Officer will, if he
considers such a course desirable, interview the Intended

wife or consult her parents or guardian., If this is not
possible, through distance or objection on the part of the
prospectlve brlde, he will endeavour to obtain the necessaﬁy .
character reference throu“h one of the social services at -
his disposal.

5. By rigid compliance with the regulations and con-
scientious inquiry into the bona fides of every case,there L
should be a material decrease in the number of bigamous

marriages now reported. . e
: ///Zﬁzﬁac
Copiecs to: “Letson)
' . MaJOr General
G.0.C, in C., Atlantic Command, , Adjutant—General. '
G.0.C, in C., Pacific Commangd, . ' '~ R.187 7
G.0,C, 4th Cdn. (Armd) DlV-, Heads of Directorates
é%%m%%ggggto§st8neral Qfficers Adnministering Corfs, N.D.H.G.
eads of Branches: N.D.H.Q. Commandant, Ottawa Area
00058 ,-
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" 20 /Bigamous/1
(ATAG)
20 Nov 42, o .
A \5“'
S &
%\(\B@ & dag‘t
A.A.G, (Pers) @ o &t
. q&‘ P\-P\@ﬁ
f” N G
.
1. Reference your

Minute II to fo 12 next attached.

2. A P.C. Order author-
izing commission evidence, as
indicated on Fo 12, has been
drafted and is now being revised.

2. This is a matter of
considerable difficulty as there
must be considerable variation
of the Rules of Procedure etc.
in order to achieve the

purpose intended.

4. It is expected that

the draft P.C, Order will be

available for approval by the
D.J.A.G. at the beginning of next

week, :
(7.. 11y) :m:-colj )

) A.J.AG. 00058
Canadiar Military Headqua?ters.
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20/Bigamy/1
(A.D.A.G. (B))

18 Nov 420
AJA.G. (Pers).

1, T pass you this file which, as you will
see, 1s rapidly asccumulating?substantial list of offenders.

2 Recently we discussed the question the—
question-.of asking Cenada to take the ne%essary steps

, particu-
larly for cases of this nature.

B In bigamy cases, the necessity for proving

the original marriage and the identity of the parties

thereto, and also the subsistence of the marriage at

the time the offence occured, are likely to prove a

bar to successful prosecution. Except in the few

0dd instances where such evidence may be obtained over

here, or where there 1s circumstantial evidence of such

a nature as to satisfy a Court on these points, it is N

practically impossible to secure a conviction.

4, I agree with jou that it would be almost

hopeless to try to dispose of these cases by way of
bigamy charges unless and untll comnissioned evidence

can be utilized.

5. Will you please expedite this matter and submit
a draft cable setting out our request to Canada, and
stressing the urgent need for early action.

{C.S. Bl h) Colonel
A.DAL . (B)
Canadian Military Headquarters.

E&&@«OJJava»

WS Aot N Rboeda )

VNN ..uﬁf“f

.
AT
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PT/12/BIG.MARRIAGES/1. (Pay 2¢)
o Chief Paymaster's Office.
16 Nov 42,

D+A.Gs (A.G.5). ' M
CQM.HOQ.

Bigamous Marriages in

the Uynited Kingdom. ' Gjlbﬁfﬁ

1. Further to my letter numbered as above 4/6 Nov 42
regarding the m/n subject.

2. The following is a further lilst of persomnel of the
Canadian Army Overseas who have contracted bigamous marriages
in the United Kingdom, and 1is passed to you a® requested:-

No. - Name. TUnit,. Place and date of
Bigamous Marrlage.

4 Fileld Coy.RCE. Registry 0fflce.

Surrsey,3outh
Fastern.
1 reb 41.
cdn.Training Registry Office. V/
School. Batterseas. ILondon
S Jul 41.
3 Ccdn.Field Coy. Unknowms,
RCE. Sep 41.
1 cdn.General Unknown.v(
Reinf.Unit.
1l ¢dn. N.E.T.D. Aldershot, =
Hampshireuf
4 Oct 41.

/é%%@
ﬁP -Kelly),“Colonel.

Chief Paymaster,
‘Canadian Army Overseas,
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PT/ B/ B MR RUS ) e 'ycé"m

Chief Paymaster's Office, «g,,r’

2 Nov. 42, Y

D.A,G.{A.G.5).
C.M.H.Q,

Bigamous Marriages in @%J .
the United Kingdom, _ ﬂ/ /47;2‘3( M

1. Further to my letter numbered as above 4/10 Oct
42, regarding the m/n subject,

2, The following is a further list of personnel of the
Canadlsn Army Overseas who have contracted blgamous msrriasges
~in the United Kingdom, and ia passed toc you as requested:-~

Néme. . Unit, Place and date of
. Bigamous Marriage,

e

Hastings & Prince Slurcham—by—s?i;f,f

Edward Regiment, West Sussex,
29 Apr U2,
R.C.E,, formerly
attached C,M,H.Q, Not available /
now attached 1 Cdn, at present,

Engineer Reinf. Unit,

(P, XEMY), Czi'clmel.

Chie
Canadian\A

Paymester,
my Oversess,

00058
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CENTRAL REQSISTAY
Can. M. FH.Q.~ .
Last Tnaﬂe... R4 a\fc‘ :

Dateu.,,,..............

.D.c:a,

Y-
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| Docume b iyiiggs ABTeqy wmzummwxiqaﬁon
_ - (Pay 2¢)
)1zr 4 Chief Paymsster's Office,
-

6 Nov k2,
D.A.G.(A.G‘5).,

 C.M.H.Q, )
Bigamous Marriageé in | ‘éLq/G?%Azigg/hﬂ/ﬁqﬁlﬁ
' ‘Q—afg

the United Kingdom,

1. - Further to my letter numbered as above d/2 Nov
42, regaréing the m/n subject, .

2. The following information, regarding an
additional bigamous merrlage contracted in the United
Kingdom by a member of the Canadian Army Overseas, is
pessed to you as requested:-

Place and date of

No, Neme, _Unit, , Blgamous Merriage,
Royal Cdn, Regiment, Fylde,Countyj;g#f

Lancaster,

22 Jen L2,

s.19(1)

0005
9 .
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PT/12/BIG.MARRIAGES/1 """
(Pay 2c)
Chief Paymaster's Office

DR NPy o P
5 H

Attention Capt.EdmiéogL

Bigamous Marriages in
the United Kingdom

-

- 1. Further to my letter numbered as above d/28 Sep 42, regarding the
m/n subject,

2. The following is a further 1list of personnel of the Canedlan Army
Overseas who have omtracted bigamous merriages in the United Kingdom
and 1ls passed to you as requested;-

No. Name. Unit. Plsce and dete of
—_— Bigemous Marriage. fff

& Cdn.Recce.Regt. Clepham, London.S.W.l4

. 2 Feb 42, &#ff
3 Grouvp. 1 Cdn.Div, Christ Church, Epcom, M
Crda.Workshop.RCCC. County of Surrey,
England,
11 Jun b1,

- 5.19(1)

Ciri<f Paymaster,
Cansdian A my Cversess
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CENTRAL REGISTRY
Can, M't. H.Q.

Last Traoe...,ugj".ﬂ..........

Date...@./z.../ﬂ.&..........f
W
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PWTEF‘EMEUFMRH@A@E@/‘R’ I'{cEepéylinpemption
Chief Paymaster g Office,
D,A,G. (A.G.5)., , Vaﬁsw k2,

-8 C.M.H,.Q.
"Bigamous Marriages in Gﬁffywm¢€ﬂ
the United Kingdom, gﬁ\

@)V”ﬁ Attention Capt,Edmison,

1. Further to my letter numbered as above, d&/11 Sep 42,
regarding the m/n gubject,

2, The following is a further list of personnel of the

Canadian Army Overseas who have contracted bigamous marrisgee in
the United Kingdom, and is passed to you as requested:-

Place and date of

No, Name, : Unit, Bigamous Marriage.
4 Cdn.Recce.Bn, Croydon Surrey.#f
22 Apr ﬁl. ’
1 C,A,8.C, R,U, Merehsam, Surrey.ﬁ’¢¢{
26 Jul 41,
12 Cdn,Fd,Regt, Scotland, égf"
10 Feb U2, *

4 F1d. Amb, Not known}ﬁfffw
2 Apr 42

4 Lt,A.A Regt,,RCA, Hendon, Middlesex@f’w

17 Sep 41,
1l Cdn,Div, Pet,Coy, 8haw's Corners, -
(2 Coy). Redhill Surrey&;ff
17 Mar b2, o

5.19(1)

Colonel,,
Chief Paymaster,
Canadian Army Overseasg

qgﬁi
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CENTRAL REGISTRY
Can. Mil._HM.Q.

Last Tpace...g«m"’.o.......l

Date.3 4/ % :
é\m q CAYRTTY:

000594



Document disclosed ynder the Accsss to information Act -
Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur 'accés & I'information
P
F;

20/Bigamous/1
A.G.5a Gf)

15 Sep 42

MEMORANDTUMNM

To:
A.A.G, (Pers)

' BIGAMOUS MARRTAGES IN U.K.

1. At folios 3,4, and 5, are listed the names of 20 soldiers
who are known to have committed bigamy in the U.XK. This 1list
is by no means complete, (Off hand, I know personally of five
additional cases), C.P.M, advises at Para-2 of letter at
folio 3 that this Branch is to be informed of any future cases
coming to light through Pay channels, although no such record
has been kept in the past.

2., Disclosure has almost invariably come through the woman
or her relatives going, or writing, to Acton or Lancaster
enquiring why D.A. has not been paid, She has been informed
that her "husband" has a legal wife in Canada and the file
has been marked "P,A.% Paymasters in the Field have also
given such information. Hence the number of actual cases
would be much greater than indicated in Para 1 above,

3, I consider such bigamous marriages to fall roughly 1nto
three classifications -

(a) Where the soldier either through ignorance or
erroneous information believes his previous marrisge to
have been dissolved.

Ignorance of the law may be no excuse, but neverthe-
less it sometimes plays an 1mportant factor in de-
termining the degree of 'mens rea' in individual
cases, For instance, I can think of a case in the
Field, of a soldier, uneducated and of poor under-
standing, whose wife deserted him,after two days of
marriage,for another man and who was told by his
priest that the marriage would be annulled., This
soldier, unable to see the distinction between an
ecclesiastlcal annulment and a civil one, contracted

a second "marriage' in the U.K, Another soldier
was sued for divorce in Canada and his wife was
awarded a décree nisi, He heard nothing further

except that after 7 months his wife had re-married,
He had a newspaper announcement which I saw,

He then married, in the U.,K, - and was subsequently
informed that hls wife had not obtained decree ab-
solute and that he himself was bigamously married.
In cases under this heading, there is never any D.A.
in payment to the first wife,

(b) Where the soldier has ggde the woman pregnant,
and in desperation marries her,

There have been several 'marriages“of this ""shot gun'".
variety, undertaken to save the woman's name in the
community, or to pretect her from the wrath of her
own family. In more than one such instance the
woman well knew that the soldier was already married,

(¢) Where the soldier, while a551gn1ng4pay to a
legal wife in Canada, misleads a woman into what she bew-

lieves is a perfectly 1ega1 marriage, !
4,  RECOMMENDATIONS - |

(a) That every effort be made to list all Canadian soldier

/CONTINUED OVERLEAF g >0 -

. ) . °
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cases of bigamous marriage in the U.KX, I feel that should
C.P.M. circularize all paymasters, that the number mentioned
in Para 1, above would be at least tripled, or more,

(b) That cases be grouped into the three categories outlined
in Para 3 above, or in additional categories, if resulting
data so warrants.

(c) . That prosecutions should not be undertaken in the cases
mentioned in Para 3 (a) above, and that every such case
should be studied for possible relief under D.A.B., provisions,

(d) That prosecutions should be undertaken in the cases

mentioned in Para 3 (b) above only where the soldier has a
bad army record, but that each case should be studied under
the provisions of Article 88 (vi) F.R, & I, (Canada), with
immediate applications for D,A, for the children concerned.

(e) That in all cases coming under Para 3 (c) above there
should be prosecutions under Section 41 A.A,, with recourse
being made to the provisions of Article 88 (vi) F.R. & I.
(Canada) if the woman concerned appears to be of good charac-
ter,

. This may not be the place to discuss sentences following
F,G.C,M, convictions for bigamy, but I consider one of six months
~to be proper, Such a sentence would not penalize the innocent
family in Canada, as D.A. and A.P., would continue for that period.

6. It is only my opinion, but I consider that the general
official attitude in the U.K. to bigamy has at least not acted as
a deterrent. Frequently are to be seen cases where bigamists get
suspended sentences, or very short jail sentences, or even fines,
For instance, last week, a woman bigamist was bound over to keep
the peace for two years in the sum of £5,0,0, These cases make
'juicy' newspaper reading and the resultant trivial punishments
are well publicized, This idembeal AtTimecsr WS Fiartm qul vn anelKo.
cang «F Ro OCL RBaloy TG armmm, geAt

7. It is to be noted that of the 20 cases mentioned at Folios
3, 4, and 5, only two have taken place during the current year,
In other words, bigamy among Canadian soldiers is definitely on
the decline, occasioned, I think, by (a) the stricter marriage
regulations of Nov 41 (b) the reluctance of ¢lergymen and
registrars to marry Canadians who cannot produce official per-
mission and (c) the publicity given to the sentence in the Coffey
case,

TQDHG-(B) L M | L
(«) EL“““aQ;,J‘Qa ‘ —~ cgy/féf/ﬁ,a4ﬁ~u/»4n~

""‘Q(O&JM TN Ry 3 (J,A.Edmison) Captain

e thlhg¥sa s rl“*‘k*‘—°4‘—ﬂ-aa ) Rusecch A.G.5a

Canadian Military Headquarters

Qurchﬂqqua4;4 Lo _94;.‘4 - 3*‘h1~1L» ool

(=) $L~f¢**~°mmiJL*-Q;~JJ~4'T~'¥oyg~_g_u
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- | 20/Bigamous/1 é:"
14 Sep 42.

Blgamous Marriages in
the United Kingdom.

The following is a further 1list of personnel of
the Canadian Army Overseas who have contracted bigamous
marriages in the United Kingdom.

No. Name. Unit. Place and date of
: Bigamous Marriage.,

p———

Cam.Highlrs.of Can, Dundee. kﬁf
27 Dec 41,
o2 Coy. R.C.A.S.C. Northampton, kﬁﬁ
28 Nov 40,
13th Fld.Coy.RCE, West Pelton,Co.Durhamg?
. 25 Feb, 41, |
2nd Fld Pk Coy RCE  Croydon. - ?f”
Apr 5 1941

It 1s alleged that the foiloﬁing 0.R. contracted )(
& blgamous marriage in Alberta Park, Province of Alberta,
on 1 Mar 40:-

2 Anti-Tk.Regt.RCA. Alberta,
¢ 1 Mar 40.

s.19(1)

00059
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S n. ..~ PT/12/BIG.MARRIAGES/1 (Pay 2c)
;;‘ gg;if?ﬁa '{; - Chief Paymaster's Office,
4 TRV e 11 Sep 42 gy
D.A.G. (A.G.5.)4 W \z\\‘*“ N | 1
C.M.H.Q, =N & W ~
‘ “ﬁfAttentfﬁn Capt.Edmison. <
Bigamous Marriages in SL7TeVey - }jJO t{
the United Kingdom, Jo ﬂ\

1. Further to my letter numbered as above, dated
28 Aug 42, regarding the marginally nemed subject.

2. The following 1s a further list of personnel
of the Canadlan Army Overseas who have contracted
bigamous marrisges in the United Kingdom, and is passed
to you as requested:-

_ o Place and date of
" No, Name, Unlt, _ Bigamous Marriage,

14 C.A.T, Bn, Edinburgh, 8cotland,
: 11 Jul 41,

Royal 22e Regt, Alton,Southampton,p//
England,
11 Oct Lo,

Seaforth Highlanders, Unknown, &#,
9 Jan U2,

W.N.S.R, 8idmouth,Devon Eqégf
28 Nov 40

Edmonton Regt, Netley Marsh, Efg/
Southampton,

1 Feb 41,

1 C.M.G,R,U, Icklesham, Rye, 4ﬁ
Sussex,
6 Nov 41,
(Ret.Can, XUK,30B),

1 Cdn,Div,Sup,Coy. Hendon, Middlesexwﬂ&
3 Coy, R.C.A,.S.C, 1% Dec 41,

3 Cdn.Mobile Laundry Walton~on-Thames
& F,W,Unit, R,C.0.C, Surrey.
23 Sep 41,

- s

/A\ (P.Kelly), Colonel.
Chief Paymaster,
Canadian Army Overseas,

00059
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PT/12/BIG.MARRIAGES/1 (Pay 2c).

Chief Paymaster's Office.

28 Aug 42. '15 ,|

D.A.G. (A.G.5),
C.M.H.Q. .
| Attention Capt. Edmison. 9161 (T’L/VQ
Bigamous Marriages in
the United Kingdom,
1. Reference telephone con%ersations'(Capt. Edmison -

Capt. Rogers of 19 Aug 42 and Capt. Edmison - Capt. Leggatt
of 28 Aug 42) in connection with the proposed compilation
of a regord of all bigamous marriages contracted in the
United ®ingdom by personnel of the Canadian Army Overseas.

2. Heretoforeno record as such has been kept in my office
of bigamous marriages contracted in the United Mingdom, but the
undermentioned persomnnel are a partial 1ist of cases known and
Future cases will be reported to you immediately

reported.
they come to my attention:-
g— L ] Name L ] Unit L 3
61 Cdn. Gen.

Tpt. Coy. RCASC.

Les Fusiliers
Mont Royal.

Seaforth Highrs.
of Canada.

Cdn., Training
School.

"H.Q. Cdn. Reinf.
Units.

48th Highlanders
of Cansadsa.

1 Cdn. Div. Pet.

Coy. (2 Coy)
R.C.A.S.C.

s.19(1)

Canadian Army Overseas.

Place and Date of .
Bigamous Marriage. bff
Not known.
5 Jul 41,

Birmingham, b//
14 Feb 42. |

Nottingham, 1 Apr 41.&””
(Ret., Can. Jul 42).
yd

Edinburgh, ¥ -

8 Jan 41. k//p

Deptford, .Kent.
24 Dec 40.

Not known.
18 Cct 41.

Brighton. h,/f
8 Nov 41.

é‘g'lonel s ;

aymaster,

00060
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FRIDAY, ®he Haily Mail, JULY 10, 1942.
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Britain ‘Worst Nation’ !
By GYRIL MARTIN

i;‘-} RITAIN'S judges, alarmed at the growing number of
=) bigamy cases, are imposing sharp sentences.” Mr.
Justice Charles, at Hampshire Assizes yesterday had 18
cases on the list. '

He commented that substantial sentences would have
to be given, and the first sentence he imposed was one of
12 months’ imprisonment. At Manchester a man described
by the police as a “ professional bigamist ” was sentenced
to three years’ penal servitude, _

. Twelve of the 18 cases before Mr. Justice Charles
concerned Service men, and in each case an officer spoke
of the man in the highest terms. “ Evidently a good soldier
but a bad civilian” was the judge's comment in one
instance. - e

- Mr. Justice Stable referred, at
Liverpool Assizes recently, 1o .
what, he said, “seemed to be a

popular impression that, provided
a person was in uniform, bigamy
did not much matter.

i “1 take a gifferent view,” he said.
{ “Bigamy can be a very serious
offence indeed, and in many cases I
give long sentences. 1

Peak Figure :

“I think that if the information
Wwas more widely disseminated that
bigamy can carry a sentence of
_seven years' penal servitude it

“would, perhaps, have some restrain-
-ing effect.”

It will surprise many people to
learn that this country has the .
worst record for bigamy of any
European nation. [

Although official figures are not
available, it is estimated by legal
authorities that more cases will
come before the courts this year
than at any time in the history of
law. }

Bigamy began to increase during
the last war, In 1914-18 and the
five post-war years, bigamy cases
averaged four times the number in
any year before 1014, Figures then
decreased, but have never come
down to the pre-1914 figures.

A well-known barrister told me
last night that the ease with which
it was possible to marry in this'
country was a contributory factor to
{he increuse in bigamy, apart from
the sfress of war.

Effect of War

“In the majority .of cases
husbands and wives are separated
for the first time in their married
lives ; they meet fresh people in dif-
ferent surroundings and give way
to themselves,” he said..

“In normal times they would not
dream of such things.

“ Of course, there are-cases where
a man or woman unhappy in their
peace-time domestic life, have féund
their war-time separation a con-g
venient means ef ending their part-.

- nership and have met somebody fo}
whom the attraction is mutual.

“ That, however, is not an éxcuse
for bigamy, because the law pro-
vides a legal procedure for dissolw\
ing marriages.”

00060
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20/BIGAMOUS /1
AJGe5
!
" MEMORANDUM TO FILE 14 Apr 42
BIGAMY - General Policy

1. Discussed with A.A.G.(Pers) and the following general
policy decided on. '
24 Discipl;&&ry a h will be taken in all cases which
come to attention & case of Corps by request and by
direction to units under command C.M.HdQe Each case to be

submitted to J.A.G. for detalled instructions as to evidence etc.

Se Report from both Corps and Units under command C.M.H.Q.
to be submitted to C.k.H.Q. when disciplinary action completed.

(CNE Walker) Major
A.G.5
Canadian Military Headquarters

00060
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i 1. File should be retained no longer than absolutely

necessary If a file is frequently needed at short intervals,

it is better to B.F. it for two or three days than keep it out
: of Central Registry indefinitely. This ensures its being
completed and kept in order, and also gives other offices
an opportunity.

ai : 2. Central Registry should be notified whenever a file
: is passed direct to another branch.

‘ 3. All outgoing letters should bear the official file
number ’
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1. File should be retained no longer than
absolutely necessary. If a file'is frequently needed
at short intervals, it is better to BF it for two or three
days than keep it out of Central Registry indefinitely.
This ensures its being completed and kept in order,
and also gives other offices an opportunity.

2. Central Registry should be notified whenever
a file is passed direct to another branch.

3. All outgoing letters should bear the official file
number.
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