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BIGAMOUS MARRIAGES IN THE UNITED KINGDOM.

Document disclosed under the Access to information Act -

Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur acces a Finformation

| PT/12/BIG/MARRIAGES/1 ,

Ba) Senior Officer Pay Services,
2 Jan 47.

DAG. (AG5a)
C.M.H.Q.

1. Further to my letter numbered as above
dated 4 Dec 46, regarding the above mentioned subject.

ses

2. During the month of Dec 46 there were

nil. bigamous marriages reported in the U.K.

ucRobpertson) Cap(Ds.

for Senior Officer Pay Services,
Canadian Army OverseasSe
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Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur I'accés a l'information

PT/12/BIG/MARRIAGES/1,

Senior Officer Pay Services, |
4 Dec 46.

D.A-G. (AG5a)
C.M.H.Q,

BIGAMOUS MARRIAGES IN. THE UNITED KINGDOM.

1. Further to my letter numbered as above
dated 1 Nov 46, regarding the above mentioned
subject.

2. During the month of Nov 46 there were
ho bigamous marriages reported in the U.x.

for Senior Officer Pay Services,

Canadian Army Overseas.

—~ereken a

[aganews (
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ws Oo 20/Bigamous/1—y | : AG 5)

28 Nov 46

s.19(1) '

Dear Maden,

Re:

It is understood that you went through a form of marriage
with the above-named soldier on 16th March 43, | Records
indicate that this soldier was previously married in Canada,
and as of 21 May 43 such marriage had not been terminated,

It is further. understood that this soldier went
through a form of marriage with you under the name of
Thomas Harold Grant and records do not reveal that a
soldier of this name served with the Canadian army
Overseas, If this man is one and the same person, it
would appear that your marriage is invalid,

Yours faithfully,

(J.C. Murchie) Lieutenant-General
. Chief of Stafr

Canadian Military Headquarters
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ry
PT/12/BIG/MARRIAGHS/1 (Pay 2c).

Sentor Officer Pay Services,

1 Nov 46.

D.A.G. (A.G.5a) a Yifa
C .M-H.Q. — -

BIGAMOUS MARRIAGES IN THE UNITED KINGDOM.

1. Further to my letter d/l Oct 46 regarding
the a/m subject.

2. The following is a further list of personnel s.19(1)
of the Canadian Army Overseas, who have contracted

bigamous marriages in the U.K. and is passed to you

as requested.

Noe Rank. Name. Unit. Date & Place of Big.Mar»,

Discharged. 9 Jun 43. Register Off.
Tonbridge.

Khabar la
(L.Richards) Captain,

for Senior Officer Pay Services,
Canadian Army Overseas.
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Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur I'accés @ tty. N
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| : PT/12/BIG/MARRIAGES/1 (Pay 2c)

Senior Officer Pay Services.

1 Oct 46.

Sp aponorte t
erasnsa, Nee)" | Wn \

BIGAMOUS MARRIAGES IN THE UNITED KINGDOM.

Le: Further to my letter dated 31 Aug 46 regarding
the a/m subject.

2. The following is a further list of personnel of
the Canadian Army Overseas, who have contracted bigamous

s.19(1) marriages in the United Kingdom, and is passed to you as

requested.

a |No. Rank. Name. Unit. / Pate & Place of Big.Marriage.

CDAH. _23 Nov 45. Gronigen.

L~- Holland.

Disch. 25 May 45. Register Office
Essex, S.W.

Kfbcborda

(L.Richards), Captain.

for Senior Officer Pay Services.

Canadian Army Overseas.
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Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur I'accé.

a

PT/12/B1G.MARRIAGES/1 (Pay 2c)

Senior Officer Pay Services

31 Aug 46.

DAG. (AG. 5a) Jo
C.M.H.Q. 7 d

MOUS S_IN UNTIED KINGDOM

1. Further to my letter numbered as above and d/1 Aug 46
regarding the a/'m subject.

s.19(1) 2. The following is a further list of personnel af
the Canadian Army Overseas, who have contracted bigamous marriages

in the United Kingdom, and is passed to you as requested,

No. Rank Na Unit Date and Place_of

Bigamous marriage

XUK 7 Mar 46
_ Stoke Trister, Somerset.

° —<34 Khe, ‘ k

D.M.ROBERTS! cnr”,
f “] d ( for Senior Officer Pay Services

Canadian Army Overseas



Document disclosed under the Access to {nformatigfA t
Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur ete

, PT/12/HG.MARRIAGES/1 (Pay 2c)

Senior Officer Pay Services.

vue 1 Aug 46.

BIGAMOUS MARRIAGES IN THE UNITED KINGDOM

Dee Ge. (A. G. 5a)
C. M. He Q.

1. Further to my letter numbered as above and d/l
Jul 46, regarding the a/m subject.

2. The following is a further list of personel
of the Canadian Army Overseas, who have contracted
bigamous marriages in the United.Kingdom, and is passed

to you as requested.
\ s.19(4)

O5« Rank Name / Uni te Date and Place of
/ Bigamous marriage

XUK 30 Jan 45. Register

Office. Eton Buckse

XUK 20 Nov 45. 's Gravenhage

Hollaende

XUK 20 May 43. Register

J. Office. Hereford.

XUK 27 Mar 46. Amsterdam.

Holland.

uy

"87H Robertson), Capt. |
for Senior Officer Pay Services,

Canadian Army Overseas.

00039



Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act -

Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur I'accés & l'information

. |

UyP?/12/BIG.MARRIAGES/1 (Pay 2c). ;

Senior Officer Pay Servises,

. iif (es

2 Jul 466

D.A.B. (A.G.5a}
C. M. He Q.

BL GAMOUS MARRIAGES IN THE UNITED KINGDOM.

1. Further to my letter numbered as above and d/l
Jun 46, regarding the a/m subject.

2. The following is a further list of personnel

of the Canadian Army Overseas, who have contracted

bigamous marriages in the United *ingéom, and is passed

to you as requested. s.19(1)

NO- Rank Name Unit Date and Place of
Bigamous Marriagoe

XUK Rote 24 Feb 44.

Duty. Register Office. Surrey N.&.

XUK 184 14 Jan 42.

Register Office. Hampstead.

y(on ELM AES
for Senior Officer Pay Services.

Canadian Army Oversease

boat og 7
4
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s.19(1)

| 14 Jun 46

Re |
}

It is understcod that you have had correspondence with JeusAePeAe i]

/ in ‘reapect of the above named ITO.

Records at this Headquarters indicate that this RCO was married in I
Cansdo in 1938 end thare 19 no record of such marriage heving been terminated. It |
would aprear that you heve gone through a form of rarriace with this rc subsequeyt

to this date and therefcre such marriare is invalid.

Yowa faithfully,

Wo)
W BureauCopy to Cdn Wives (J.C .Yurchie) Lieutenant-Genernl

Chief of wteff

Canndian Military Headquarters.

00039
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isl

PT/12/BIG.»MARRIAGES/1 (Pay 2c),

Senior Officer Pay Services,

1 Jun 46.

DeA-G. (A.G.5a)

Cc oM.H.Q.

BIGAMOUS MARRIAGES IN THE UNITED KINGDOM.

l. Further to my letter numbered as above d/l
May 46, regarding the a/m subject.

2 The following is 9 further list of personnel

' of the Canadian Army Overseas, who have contracted ‘

bigamous marriages in the United Kingdom, and is passed

to you as requested.

No. Rank. Name. Unit.

XUK

Y. Sub.W/s.
RCENE.

“ XUK 165

XUK.

Discharged.

s.19(1)

Date & Place of
Bigamous Marriage.

35 Aug 43.
Selkirk, Register Office.

15 Sep 45.

Register Office, Hackney.

19 May 45. ;
Edinburgh, Scotland.

12 Dec 45.

Amsterdam, Holland. NN

ZC. bib vBt Rowe ston Capt,
for Senior Officer Pay Services,

Canadian Army Overseas.
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Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act -

Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur I'accés &@ tne

PT/12/BIG.MARRIAGES/1 (Pay 2cl)

Senior Officer Pay Services.

DAG. (A.6.§a).
C.M.H.Q.

BIGAMOUS MARRIAGES IN THE UNITED KINGDOM.

1. Further to my letter numbered as above 4/5 Mar 46,

regarding the a/m subject.

2. The following is a further list of personnel of

the Canadian Army Overseas, who have contracted bigamous
Marriages in the United Kingdom, and is passed to you as /§-19(1)
requested.

No. Rank. Name. Unit. Date & Place of
Bigamous Marriage.

Redes. & Disbanded 24 Aug 45.

Units The Hague, Holland.

Discharged. 30 Oct 41
Register Office,

Bedioeltty. Cty.Mon.

XUK. 23 Jun 45.
Amsterdam, Holland.

Discharged. 1k Jun 45.
Cambridge.

~B GG gee’
(Dim Rétertson), Capi

for Senior Officer Pay Services.

Canadian Army Overseas.
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a
PT/12/BIG.MARRTAGES/1 (Pay 2cl)

Chief Paymaster's Office.

1 Apr 46.

pya
D.A.G. (A.G.5a).
C.M.H.Q..

BIGAMOUS MARRIAGES IN THE UNITED KINGDOM.

1. Further to my letter numbered as above d/5 Mar 416,
regarding the a/m subject.

26 The following is a further list of personnel of

the Canadian Army Overseas, who have contracted bizamous

marriages in the United Kingdom, and is passed to you as

requested:.

No. Rank. Name, — Unit.

XUK.

Discharged.

Discharged.

Discharged.

Discharged.

CMHQ Details.

Discharged.

s.19(1)

Date & Place of

Bigamous Marriage.

17 Jun 4y .

City of Westminster.
30 Jun 45.
Registry Office, Aldershot

13 May 4b.
Registry Office, Hendon,

Middlesborough.

21 Jan 46.
Utrecht (Holland).
31 Jul 465.
Nottingham.

19 Dee 40.
Register Office,

Buckingham County.

13 Sep 45.

Register Office, Brietol.

Ca ona
for Chief Paymaster.

Canadian Army Overseas.

00040
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Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur I'accés & l'infofpation

[te
PT/12/BIGMARRIAGES/1 (Pay 2cl).

e J Uhief Paymaster's Office.
LZ 5 Mar 46.

DAG. (A.G.5a). (fo
OM -H.Q.

BIGAMOUS MARRIAGES IN THE UNITED KINGDOM.

l. Further to my letter numbered as above 4/7 Feb 46,
regarding the a/m subject.

a. The following is a further list of personnel of
the Canadian Army Overseas, who have contracted bigamous
marriages in the United Kingdom, and is passed to you

as requested:~

No. Rank. Name. Unit. Date & Place of

Bigamous Marriage.
s.19(1)

Discharged. 1 Jan 42
Glasgow. Scotland.

a

WEE R!(D.M.° Robertson), ¢ 2 ;
for Chief Paymaster.

Canadian Army Overseas.

00040
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iv
.

Lo PT/12/BIG.MARRIAGHS/1 (Pay 2cl).

4 Chief Paymaster's Office,

7 Feb 46.

D.A.G. (A.G.5a)
C.M.H.Q.

BIGAMOUS MARRIAGES IN THE UNITED KINGDOM.

l. Further to my letter numbered as above d/3 Jan 46, .
regarding the a/m subject. .

Ze The following is a further list of personnel
of the Canadian Army Overseas who have contracted bigamous
marriages in the United Kingdom, and is passed to you
as requested. 

s.19(1)

No. Rank. Name. Unit. Date & Place of
Bigamous Marriages.

Registry Office, Aberdeen.

") 14 Jul 45.

Edmonton, Middlesex.

15 Aug 45.

Aldershot, Sotthampim.

4APREE key es
for Chief Paymaster,

Canadian Army Overseas.

00040
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Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur (yects @ l'information

Chief Paymaster's Office.

3 Jan 46.

D.A.G. (.A.G.5a). 0/
O.M.E.Q, a

BIGAMOUS MARRIAGES IN THE UNITED KINGDOM.

1. Further to my letter numbered as above and

dated 3 Dec 45, regarding the m/n subject.

Ce The following is a further list of personnel

of the Canadian Army Overseas who have contracted bigamous

marriages in the United Kingdom, and is passed to you as '
requested.

s.19(1)

No. Rank. Name. Unit. Date and place of

Bigamous Merflage.
1 C.Armd.Carrier. 25 Sep 45 Twinches

Lane, Bucks. ;

Ape

fast PALI
6) ee Robertson hagtx Gogg

for Chief Paymaster.

Canadian Army Overseas.

00040
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Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur faces a linformation

\4)

‘ae PT/12/BIG. MARRIAGES/1 (Pay 2c1)

Chief Paymaster' s Office, all

a 3 Dee 45.

wean EY OP he
BIGAMOUS MARRIAGES IN THE UNITED KINGDOM.

1. Further to my letter numbered as above d/l
Nov 45, regarding the m/n subject.

Qe The following is a further list of personnel
of the Canadian Army Overseas who have contracted bigamous

marriages in the United Kingdom, and is passed to you as requested.

No. Rank. Name. . Unit. Date and place of
" Bigamous marriages

XUK 21 Mar 45, Inverness,

XUK 23 Jun 45. Haywards Heath,

XUK 21 Apr 45, Epsom,Surrey.

Wee Aces

OS OQ Lge Anche
for Chief fe

Canadian Army Overseas,

s.19(1)

00040
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Document disclosed under the Access to {information Act -

Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi

LIST OF PERSONNEL OF THE CANADIAN ARMY CVERSEAS

WHO HAVE/CONTRACTED BIGAMOUS MARRIAGES

Allegedly

ye @ l'information

CONFIDENTIAL

t

9 Fd Coy RCE

4 Coy, CKO

Essex Scot

Essex Scot

12 Fd Regt RCA

1 Med Regt RCA

HQ First Cdn Army

2 CITR

1 Fa Regt RCA

4 Cdn A Tk Regt

Seaforth of C
12 Pro Coy

1 CASCRU

8% Fd Coy RCE

. 6 Pro Coy

RCASC

Hast & PER

6 CIRU

1 caRu :

Lorne Scots

2 CCS RCANC

48 Highrs

10 Repat Dep

Seaforth of C

First Cdn Army

61 Gen Tpt Coy RCASC

1 CARU

4°Fd Amb

1 Cdn Div Sup Coy

3 Fd Regt RCA

1 CASCRU

RHLI

7 A/T Regt RCA
i Cdn Base Ord Dep

2 A/T Regt RCA

1 CERU

RCR

Fus 4R

1 Cdn F.S. Sec

3 Fd Coy RCE

Not know

2 Fd Regt RCA

14 Fd Regt RCA

28 Cdn Armd Regt

3 CARU

RCCS

1 Bn Black Watch

Taplow

Aberdeen

Epsom

Birkenhead

Scotland

Surrey

Not known

Paddington

Bromley

Not known

Nottingham

‘Hastinga

Her sham

Oxted

Not know

Mitchen

Not Imovn

Epsom

Not known

Brentford

Sou thampton

Glasgow

Strathpeffer

Oxted

Brentford

Not know

Sutton

Not known

Hendon

Arundel

Durham

Not know

Not know

Kensington

Alloa

Not known

Lancaster

Birminghen

Greenwich

Not knorm

Not know

Surrey N.E.
Not known

Brighton

Chelmsford

Ashtead

Brighton

Place of Date of
UNIT Alléged Bigamous Alleged Bigsmous

Marriage Marriage

9 Jum 44

10 Aug 42

14 May 42

5 Oct 42

10 Feb 42

22 Dec 40

1943

24 Feb 45

17 Feb 41

Oct 41

1 Apr 41

9 Sep 41

26 Jul 42

29 Sep 41

25 Jul 42

13 Jul 43

28 Jun 41 ~

7 Nov 42

Not know

19 Nov 41 .

21 Jun 41

24 Nov 41

5 Her 42

20 Jul 40"
22 Jun 40

6 Jul 41

2 Jun 41

2 Apr 42

13 Dee 42

Not know

26 May 42

3 Feb 42

31 Aug 41

_ 15 May 42

29 Dec 42

Not known _

22 Jen 42 \,
14 Feb 42

18 Oct 42

Sep 41

18 Jul 42

26 Dec 41

24 Aug 42

11 Dec 43

22. Jan 41

2 Jul 41

7 Oct 42

00040 “
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Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act \
Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur I'accés @ I'informatio.

‘ s.19(1). cee | | p? \

Place of Date of
NAHE UNIT Alleged Bigamous Alleged Bigamous

Marriage Marriage

ROR ' Bpsom 19 Jul 42
2 Cdn Repat Dep Epson 26 Dee 41
R de Hais Roffrey | 7 Aug 48

Records, CHHQ - Wandsworth : 16 Aug 44

1 Mech Eqpt Coy RCE Not know 5 Ded 42

13 Fd Coy RCE Croydon 5 Apr 41

Seaforth of C Not known 9 Jon 42

1 CASCRU Farnborough 26 Feb 42
1 Cdn Repat Dep Surrey, 8.E. 8 May 43

2 Motor Amb Convoy Horahen — 15 Jul 43

Not known 1942

i Div Pet Coy RCASC Brighton 8 Nov 4)

ll Cdn Tk Regt Glasgow Not knom

1 coRU Willesden | 5 Deo 41

1 GORU Telington 7 Sep 41

61 Gen Tpt Coy RCASC Hove 23 Aug 41

Hast & PER Siurcham-by-Sea 29 Apr 42

4 Fd Coy RCE Surrey 5.E. - 1 Feb 41

9 Non=Div Wksp RCOC Not know 17 Aug 41

4 Fd Coy RCE Glasgow 14 Aug 42

2 Cdn Corps Tps Deptford 12 Ost 44
7 CITR ’ Hendon 8 Nov 42

Carlt & York R Basingstoke 17 Feb 41
17 Fd Regt RCA Croydon Not known
4 CAT Bn Edinburgh 121 Jui 41

1 Cdn Base Ord Dep Bordon . 16 Nov 40

HQ CRU ‘ Deptford 24 Dec 40
RCR Blackburn 19 Apr 41
1 CERU- Irchester, 22 Sep 40

Carlt & York R Croydon 16 May 41
West N.S.R. Sidmouth , 28 Nov 40
Weat N.S.R. Chel shan 3 Hay 41
RHLT Glasgow” 8 Dec 43
Reg Rif Sheffield 11 Sep 44
1 GaRU Edinbur gh 7 Aug 42
9 Armd Regt Bletchingloy 20 Mar 48
2 Fd Pr Coy RCE Croydon & Apr4l
Edam R Southampton 1 Feb 41

4 Sec CAC Wkep RCOG ‘Winnipeg 80 Sep 41

1 Div Ord Gkep RCOC Epsom 11 dun 41
& CAT Vikap RCOC Northampton $0 Jun 48

R 22e R Alton 11 Ost 40
1 Cdn Corps Tpe Carry Coy. Aldermaston 31 May 42
4 Lt AA Regt RCA Hendon _ 17 Sep 41
Haat & PER Croydon 22 Apr 41

Hast & PER Guildford — 19 Apg 42

eo sf "90040
\ to j —— le 9 of
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Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act -\,

\ / , : . . Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur 'accés & l'information

ie a 3 a 0
s.19(1) v

LN, yr

) Place of Date of
, , Alleged Bi gamous Alleged Bigamous

yo” RANK NAME UNIT * Marriage 5 Morriage

. Camerons of C Dundee 27 Deo 41

1 CASCRU Epsom 12 Jan 42

RCE Bristol | 24 Oct 42

HQ Sqn & Cdn Armd Bde Islington 1 Apr 43

C.T.5. Batter sea, London 5 Feb 41

2 CAB 8t Francis, Kent 22 Mar 44

Calg Highrs Westminster,Londm 30 Nov 41

8 CER Bn Hampstead,London 26 Oct 40

1 CERU Southwark 5 Nov 40

2 Fd Pk Coy RCE Bpsom 6 Aug 42

i CIRU Ayr 8 Dec 42

48 Highrs Croydon 7 Nov 42

2 CIB Wkep RCOC Surrey 5.8. Not know

1 Cdn Div Pet Coy Redhill 17 Mar 42

1 Fd Coy RCE Not knowm 21 Dec 41

1 Cdn A Tps Wksp RCOC Walthamstow 17 Get 42

- Not imorm — 29 Apr 40

1 Cdn NETD Epping © 14 Jul 4

Ret Can Edinburgh . 13 Mer 43

8 Cdn Recce Regt Claphem 2 Feb 42 .

3 CARU Not know 17 Oct 42

2 CIRU Edinburgh 8 Jen 41
17 Fd Regt RCA Woking — 24 Dea 40

1 CASCRU* Not- knew — 17 Jan 42

HQ Sqn,-5 Armd Bde Farncombe 19 May 42
48 Highrs Not known 18 Oct 41

2 CARU Wor thing 23 Jun 42

1 Cdn NETD Alder shot 4 Oot 41
85 Bridge Coy RCASC Cambridge 28 Dec 42

1 Fd coy RCE Not knowr $0 Oct 42

3 Hob Ldry & Fwd Unit Walton-on-fhamsn 23 Sep 41

26 Fd Bty RCA Aberdeen 27 Sep 41
RELI Croydon 4 Apr 42

Hast & PER Hailehen 30 Jan 43
il Army Bde Coy RCASC Brighton 26 Dee 42

8 Fd Regt RCA Morden 20 Aug 43
7 cir Melton Bridge ‘18 ‘dul 42

4 Fa Coy RCB Alder shot 5 Oct 44

Westur Re Farnhen 16 dul 42
Tor Scot Ryo, Sussex 6 Nov 41

1 CGRU ’ Farnworth 24 Feb 43 :

Re wog Rif Loewe 15 Aug 42

2 A/Tk Regt RCA Alber ta l Mar 40
MT Inspectorate CMHQ Surrey 1 8 Mar 41

00041



Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act -

Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur .\; @ Finformation

\v
PT/12/BIG.MARRIAGES/1 (Pay 2c1)

«

Chief Paymaster's Office.

4 Sep 45. /

/
DVA.G. (A.G.5a). / ,
C.M.H. ne 79

BIGAMOUS MARRIAGES IN THE Ayr
UNITED KINGDOM.

1. Further to my letter numbered as above and 4/1 Aug 45
regarding the m/n subject.

2. The following is a further list of personnel of the
Ganadian Army Overseas who have contracted bigamous marriages
in the United Kingdom, and is passed to you as requested.

No. Rank Name Unit Date and Place of

rai

Ks
s.19(4) . Cc a eh

(D.8. Hutcheon), Major.
for Chief Paymasfer.

Canadian Army Overseas.

Bigamous Marriage

2 Cdn. Repat. 26 Dec 41.
Epsom. Surrey.

lo (4 " ' 5 Mar he,
Strathpeffer. Scotland.

00041
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Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur I'accés a l'information

co PT/12/BIG. Marriages/1

“\ (Pay 2cl) py
Chief Paymaster's Office.

o 4 Jul 45.

Ua \\
DAG. (A.G.5a).
C.M.H.Q. ~ gos

; as OGBIGMMOUS MARRIAGES IN THE
UNITEDKINGDOM. A“

1. Further to my letter numbered as above and 4/2 Jun 45,

regarding the m/n subject.

2. The following is a further list of personnel of the

Canadian Army Overseas who have contracted bigamous marriages

in the United Kingdom, and is passed to you as requested.

No. Name Unit Date and Place

of

igamous marriage.

17 Cdn.Fd.Reet. RCA 31 Oct He.

Croydon. Surrey.

1 Cdn.Repat.Depot. & May 43

Surrey, S.E.

kD, a

(D.S. Hutcheon), Major.
for Chief Paymaster.

Canadian Army Overseas.
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! pr/i2/BIc. LE soe |

(Pay 2cl).

Chief Paymaster's Office.

2 Jun 45,

oae Ze (A.G.5a). fra
C.M.H.Q.

Bigamous Marriages in the

United Kingdom.

L. Further to my letter numbered as above and d/l May 45,
regarding the m/n subject.

2. The following is a further list of personnel of the
Canadian Army Overseas who have contracted bigamous marriages

in the United Kingdom, and is passed to you as requested.

No. Name Unit. Date and Place

of

Bigamous marriage.

1 C.A.S.C.K.U, l2 Jan 42

Epsom. Surrey.

1 C.A.5. 22 Mar 44

St. Francis

Kent.

s.19(1) °

lt
D.S. Hutcheon), Major.

Tor Chief Psymaster.

Canadian Army Overseas.
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1 May 45.

D.A.G. (AG5a)
CuH@.

United Kingdom.

PT/12/BIG. MARRIAGES/
ie

- (Pay @cl).

Chief Paymaster's Office.

- f A

— cot 0h

Bizamous marriages in the p\ OG
bY

1. Further to my letter numbered as above d/31 war 45,

regarding the m/n subject.

ee The following is a further list of personnel of the

canadian Army Overseas who have contracted bigamous marriages

in the United Kingdom, and is passed to you as récuested.

No. Name. Unit. Date and Place

of

Bigamous marriage.

-8 CBR Bn.

Royal Cdn. R.

4 Cdn.Fd.coy.

7 C.I.T.R.

5 CaT W/S.

HQ RCASC

e Cdn C Tps

Records CMH@

9 Cdn. Fd.Coy.

s.19(1)

26 Oct 40,

Hampstead.

19 Jul 41.

Epsom.

5 Oct 44.

Aldershot.

8 Nov 42.

Hendon.

30 Jun 43.

Northampton.

12 Oct 40

Deptford.

16 Aug 44

Wandsworth.

9 Jun 44.

Taplow.

for Chief Paymaster.

Canadian army Overseas.

00041 ~
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From: CENTRAL eee:

Totsecsececeeee Ad AAC ievcccccceceseeesBranch, C37
May the attached papers be placed on the under-

mentioned file, which has been on OD OB. since.. {S: eevee 1% 5

eheges
cc ooreconeonen sce ecapt.
Officer ife C.R. °° 00041
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t

PT/12/BIG.MARRIAGES/1 (Pay 2cl).
i

Chief Paymaster's Office.

31 Mar 45.

D.A.G. (AG5a)

CMHQ. wy, | /

‘Bigamous Marriages in the

United Kingdom.

1. Further to my letter numbered as above d/l Feb 45,

regarding the m/n subject.

Be The following is a further list of personnel of the
Canadian Army Overseas who have contracted bigamous marriages

in the United Kingdom, and is passed to .you:to you as reques-

ted:~

Noe Name. Unit. Date and Place of
Bigamous Marriage.

Regina 11 Sep 44

Rifles. Sheffield.

s.19(1)

1 Bne Black 7 Oct 42.

Watch. Brighton.

2c.1I.T.R. 24 Feb 44.

Paddington.

1 Cdne Fld. 18 Oct 41.

Sec. Section Greenwich.

—=*—

NX - (D.S. Hutcheon), Major.
for Chief Paymaster.

Canadian Army Overseas.
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mentioned file, which has been on Hatieae arge SUNCE ws Woes odeds

OOS fy
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Officer i/e C.R, 8=e owes yy a = : Low Ome
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D.A.G.(A.G.5a),

C.M.H.Q.

. Bigamous Marriages in the

. . United Kingdom.
some ~ ae Date

Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act -

SATE BES
Chief Paymaster 's Office

ée Wa de la Loi sur [ ee @ l'information

‘MARRIAGES/T Pay 2c).

4 a af \

al
or

1... ‘Further to my ‘letter numbered as above, | a/26 feb 44
. « Mparatng’ the m/n-subject.

2. The following is a further list of personnel of the

s.19(1) Canadian Army Overseas who have contracted bigamous marriages

in the United Kingdom, and is passed to you as requested:~

10. Name. “Unit. _Dete and Place of
* Bigamous Marriage.

Ret~-Can. 13 Mar 43.

RCE. X4 List (B.D).

Le Regt. de Maisenn-
euve.

North Merchester Church,

Slateford Rd.Edimburgh.

24 Oct 42. .

St.Aiden, County of

Bristol,

7 Aug 43..

All Saints. Church,o0041

toffrey, Sussexs 9
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1

s.19(1) a Se

No. Name. Unit. - Date and Place ,of
-- " Bigamous Marriage.

7 Cdn. Inf.Reinf.Unit. 18 Jul 42.

a Milton Bridge,

ae me West Lothian,Scotland.

é we

mea dy 4 Z v

2 a? “8.Huteheon) Major, oy
- for Chief Paymaster,

~ anadian Army Overseas.

aT a - . . .
¢ . . . . * . oe * 000420
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= OF 10/ /L (DPM)

aa L323
$.19(1) * 2.6.5, ,

/ C.M.H.Q. ,

= C.M.H. ‘

. Alleged Bigamy (Two Offences)

1. Your attention is directed to memos from I
this office dated 9 Oct 43, 22 Oct 43 and 17 Feb 44, to
which no reply has been received. As the Metropolitan”

Police continue to request information as to the action which
ve intend to take in the matter, may this office be so advised,
please.

London, Major,

17 Mar 44, Fors (A.D.Cameron) Colonel,
RIK/kne D.P oM. - C .M.H.Q.

00042
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PT/12/BIG,MARRIAGES/1 (Pay 2c).

‘Chief Paymaster's Office.

30 Jun 44.
D.A.G. (A.G. 5a), \"
C.M.H.Q.

i

le Further to my letter numbered as above d/1 May 44 regarding
the n/n subject, . .

2. The following is a further list of personnel of the Canadian
Army Overseas who have contracted bigamous marriages in the United
Kingdom, and is passed te, Fou as requested:-

No. Name. a Unit. Date and Place of
Bigamous Marriage,

28 Cdn, Armd, Regt. 1] Dec 43.
Brighton, Sussex,

4 Fld. Regt., RCA, Arundel, Sussex.

: ? Por tranhs eat shoon) » Major,
for Chief Paymaster,

Canadian Army Overseas,

00042
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Pr/To/ BiG HERS ays en WRG SAY wage i Ainformation

chief Paymaster ' s Office
. : 1 May 44.

D.A.G.(A.G.5a), wolt /3/
_ G.M.H.Q. ;

Bigamous Marriages in E by
the United Kingdom. ome 4

1. Further to my letter numbered as above, d/3 Apr 44
regarding the m/n subject.

2. There are no bigamous marriages to report for the

month of Apr 44.

(D.S. Hutche ond; Major,
for Chief Paymaster,

Canadian Army Overseas.
aot
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40/P&S/2021(6504) Register No. | SA

Call Srl No. Priority Transmission Instructions

ABOVE THIS LINE FOR SIGNALS USE ONLY

Originator

FROM

Date—Time of Origin Office Date Stamp

(A)

For Action

TO

(W) For Information (INFO)

Msge Instrns GR

o =co=—_~—
&
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oe)
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WRITTEN BY ANY MEANS INTO ENEMY HANDS THIS MESSAGE MUST DEGREE OF PRIORITY
EXCEPT BE sent IN CIPHER.~
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Kora. @ 7: LA a 4Mere heaton. } .* Time Syst Op

§ 4 a;
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TOR (Cipher) TOR (Signals) Time Clrd
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20/ Bi gemous/1L
Mees 09

~~ Officer i/c
Civilian Repatriation Section,
Canadian Wives Bureau,

CANADIAN MILITARY HEADQUARTERS, .

, ; ; 12 Jan 45.
Repatriation of Service Dependants to Canada,

1. Reference 15/Repat Dep/2, 15/Whitehead G/2 (Repat) |
dated 10 Jan 45, and telephone conversation Major Gill -

Capt. Stewart 11 Jan 45,

R It is understood that before despatching the wife
of a Canedian soldier te Canada*check is made with the C.P.M,
and the Officer 1/c Records to énsure that the woman is
the recognised wife of the soldier concerned. There is ~ .

a list of bigamous morriages kept by this oranch, but there

is no case in this List of which the CiP.M. la not also

aware. A few cases may not be brought to the attention

of the C.P.M,., but in such cases no Dependents Allowance

is in gayment to the bigamous wife. Accordingly a check
of the list kept by this branch would not be an added.

safeguard. Because of the adequacy of your present ;

arrangements, therefore, it 1s suggested that the infor-

_mation asked for by N.D.H.G. is in facet superfluous and
‘would not justify the considerable work involved in

preparing and maintaining a. list in the manner suggested
by ND. Qe :

Se May this matter be referred back to N.D.H.Q. please
and advice received in due course whether, in view of the

above, any further action is required,

(c.8. Booth) Brigadier
Ys DAG.

_ CANADIAN MILITARY HEADQUARTERS,

Loo ’

00042
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15/Repat Dep/2
- 15/Whitehead.G/2

(Repat )

MEMORANDUM

4S
DAG,

C.M.H.Q.
(Attn: A.G.5A) 10 Jan 45

Repatriation of Service Dependants to Canada.

1. Capt. Stewart - Capt. Cook spoke.

2, The following is an extract of letter received from N.D.H.Q.
concerning the transportation of dependants to Canada.

"There is a roster kept at your HQ of all known cases of bigamy (DIS).
It is felt that such a list should be sent here in order that

warning cards may be set up to offset the possibility of bigamous

wives being transported. Such a nominal roll should include a

synopsis of each case, please",

3. For your information and attention, please.

_ _ Un kan
4 mane lo {te . (vV.N. Gill) Major
“ 3 Officer i/e
. : . ivilian Repatriation Section

I Carted Mery. Gut a—e CANADIAN WIVES BUREAU
arclarud Khel” ro wefe

Cn ches polehed lo Carrcada

nn tel her nmarrcage store

Gre - 00042
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, Comets pos 20 /Bigamous /1AAG(Dis)
3 Apr 44.

a ; CS. TG. ° "MEMORANDUM 

Canadian Militsss WW.a

 

paises

D.A.G. 

.: 

s
.
.

Discipline - Bigamy.

le. Reference folios 121 and 126.

Lo I have examined carefully the two folios above

mentioned with a view to determine what action we should

now take and how it should be taken. With reference to the

N.D.H.Q. letter, there are some preliminary commentsi- -

(a) Para 2: N.D.H.Q. has expressed the view that
it is not our duty to bring to the attention of

the civil authorities cases of bigamy, but you

have indicated that you feel that there is a duty

where it is reasonably clear that an offence

against the civil law has been committed.

I agree with your view and have planned our

future procedure accordingly.

(bo) Para 6: The type of case in which a fraud is

perpetrated on the D.A.B. is, I think, not likely

to be. prevalent in the U.K. to the same extent

that it may be prevalent in Canada. However,

there may be cases where D.A. is in payment to a

"bigamous" wife who is in the U.K. While it is

aifficult to prove bigamy, I consider that it is

even more difficult to prove the wilful perpetration

of a fraud on the D.A.B. I have allowed for this

type of prosecution in the procedure outlined below.

(c} Officers: The N.D.H.Q. letter refers to "all ranks"
para Ll), "personnel" (para 3), "officer or other

rank" (para 3). However, I still maintain my

original view that there is little excuse for the

offence of bigamy by an officer and all cases...

coming to our attention should be prosecuted by

G.C.M. after reference to the civil authorities,

Se With regard to the taking of action upon a charge of

bigamy and for purposes of consolidating in this memorandum as

much of the whole picture as possible, I draw to your attention

the requirements of proof. They are:-

(a) The Pirst Marriage: This requires production of

the original attestation paper, expert evidence of

the law of the Province where the first marriage took
place, certificate of the first marriage and expert

evidence of the validity of the first marriage and that

the marriage certificate, is proof of the contents
stated therein. .

(b) Identity: This is proved by production of suitable

‘original pay documents bearing the signature of the

accused, They also usually contain an admission

that the accused was married. There is also

produced an acquittance oll or some other document
signed by the accused in the presence of the witness
producing it.

00042

; By



Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act -

Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur f'accés @ l'information

-~ 2s

(c) The Second Marriage: This is proved by the

production of the certificate of the second

marriage. It proves itself but should be

produced by one of the witnesses to the second
marriage who could identify the accused.

(d) First wife alive at time of second marriage:

This is a difficult point and the weak link in

any prosecution.

ae There is no presumption of the continuance of life
in a criminal trial for bigamy. There is a presumption that

the accused is innocent until proven guilty and this negatives
any possible presumption of the continuance of life. This

fact, therefore, must be proved as a fact and the only safe
method to prove it is to take commission evidence in Canada.
In some cases proof has been offered that the accused has not

altered his assignment originally made to his wife. From this

fact the inference arises that his wife is still alive as of the
date of proof. A Court is entitled to accept this inference
and, therefore, to accept as a fact that the first wife was

alive at a date subsequent to the second marriage. However,

this form of proof is definitely weak and a finding of fact

upon such proof would very likely be upset by a court of appeal

in civil practice. No matter how certain in substance we

may be that bigamy was committed, it might well be exceedingly

dangerous to rely on a lay court, finding as a fact upon such

weak proof, that the first wife was alive at a-date subsequent

to the second marriage. It follows, therefore, that prosecution
of a case of bigamy in a reasonably secure manner would involve

the taking of evidence on commission. This is a long drawn out,

tedious and uneconomical procedure.

Se The difficulties of proof above-mentioned are faced,’

not only by Courts Martial, but by the civil authorities and

their almost invariable reaction has been to drop the matter.

6. I am advised that the practice of the British Army

within the U.K. is to leave the matter entirely to the civil

authorities. They do not prosecute by Court Martial. However,

they do not have the same problems and the conditions are by

no means similar to’ those applicable to our cases.

7. Paras 3, 4 and 5 of the N.D.H.Q. letter contain the

policy. In short they say that where circumstances of an

aggravated nature occur coupled with the reckless disregard

of his responsibilities as a member of the services, of the

soldier, the matter will be brought to the attention of the

civil authorities. The selection of such cases is left to the

M.G.A. It is further provided that those cases not prosecuted
by the civil authorities "will be dealt with by Court Martial".

The practical result of this from our point of view and judging

from our past experience, is that cases-considered to come within

the class above-mentioned will require ultimately to be prosecuted

by Court Martial. The very great majority of cases will be

refused by the civil authorities. The provision, therefore,

of a programme must contemplate that the responsibility for

prosecution of such cases will reat on the military authorities.

8. Our main problem resolves itself into the getting of the

necessary information upon which we can classify the cases which

come to our attention ~- upon which we can determine whether the

circumstances are of an aggravated nature and there is "a

reckless disregard for his responsibilities as a member of the

services", It will be noted also that para 3 of the N.D.H.Q

letter provides for prosecution "generally when it is deemed

advisable by the military authorities". In acquiring the

oe e+ © 00042
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information the following factors are relevant:-

(a} In practically every case the first indication of the

possibility of bigamy having been committed comes

to us from Pay. They get it by reason of an enquiry

from the bigamous wife concerning her non-receipt
of D.A. and A.P. The situation is always, so far as

we are concerned, that a bigamous marriage is .
"indicated",

(b) There remain three sources of information:-~

(1) The soldier. Obviously he cannot be asked to

incriminate himself. We can, however, draw the
allegation to his attention and ask him for an

explanation, but the explanation cannot be used

in evidence. I think that we are justified in

asking for any explanation of the allegation that

the soldier may wish to offer.

(41) The bigamous wife: The same conditions apply to
any request to her, for information.

(111) Other sources: Occasionally a relative of the

bigamous wife may draw the matter to our attention.
In these cases it is usually a request to know

whether or not the soldier.is in fact, married

to the bigamous wife or whether or not he has a

wife in Canada. These outside sources seldom

produce any useful information.

Ge Under the Army Act there is a limitation upon the

taking of proceedings by Court Martial. A.A. 161 provides

that "a person shall not ....+. be tried or punished for any

offence triable by Court Martial committed more than three years

before the date at which his trial begins". The jurisdiction

of a civil court is preserved and there are other exceptions

which are not important at the moment. At folio 98 the

interpretation of the underlined words is given by D.J.A.G.

as meaning the actual date on which the trial itself starts.

All time, therefore, occupied in preparation of the case,

runs against the prosecution. Should we determine that

appropriate cases be prosecuted (and I suggest, by court

martial) and the machinery is put in motion at once, I would

consider that a period of six months would be required to complete

the preparation, I recommend, therefore, that we should fix

30 Sep 41 as the date prior to which any alleged offence of

bigamy should be ignored.

10. With regard to all the cases presently under

consideration I would recommend the following procedure:-

(a) Elimination of all cases in which the bigamous

marriage took place prior to 30 Sep 41. A rough

calculation would indicate that there are, at the

moment, 55 cases left to be considered for ‘prosecution.

(b) Determine the present location of each individual soldier
in each case not eliminated under (a). We should then

eliminate all those cases where disciplinary action would

be inexpedient by reason of the soldier's present

location; for example, any theatre of operations,

or Canada.

'(c} With respect to any cases remaining after (a} and (bd),
we should check carefully the information we now have

and eliminate all those cases where disciplinary action

is clearly inexpedient, for example :-

eeces/ 00043
0



v.

s.19(1)

(a)

(e)

(f)

(g)
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(1) ~ decree absolute obtained

in Minnesota -of first marriage.

(14) | - had heard nothing of

his wife for over 7 yearse

(41412) - has been tried ina
civil court on a charge of bigamy and sentenced

to 12 months imprisonment.

Where it is not known, we should then find out the

name and last known address of the woman concerned

in each of the remaining cases. This can be

obtained by drawing the pay fille for each soldier.

At the same time the pay file will disclose whether

or not D.A. and/or A.P. is in payment as a result of
the bigamous marriage.

With respect to all cases remaining after (a) (b)
and (c) we should write to the Commanding Officer

of each individual soldier whether or not we know the

name of the woman concerned, requesting from the

soldier a careful explanation of the alleged bigamy.

I think it must be pointed out to the soldier that his

actual explanation cannot be used in evidence but that

proof of the facts which he discloses may be established

by other evidence.

On the return of each explanation, the case should

then be examined and there should be eliminated all

cases in which:-

(41) The soldier's explanation would, if told in
court, give rise to a reasonable doubt of

his guilt.

(11) The prosecution would probably fail for other
reasons. For example action taken by the

civil courts.

In all cases then remaining we should write to

the woman concerned requesting her story. She

should be told:=

(1) Information has been received from which
there is reason to believe that the soldier

concerned, by marrying her, has committed

bigamy.

(ii) It is desired to obtain all relevant information

te determine whetheror not the soldier should

be prosecuted for this offence.

(111) That any letter which she writes to us cannot
be used in evidence, but that she may be called
as a witness to give evidence herself,

(iv) We should attempt in our letter to avoid
frightening her too much,

Upon the return to us of the woman's explanation, there

should be eliminated:~

(1) All cases in which reasonable doubt of guilt
' of the soldier would arise from answers which

she would probably make on cross examination.

oo eee 000043
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(41) All cases in which disciplinary action would
be inexpedient after considering the effect

of the combined explanations of the soldier ani

the woman.

(1) Each case remaining after the eliminations referred to

in sub-paras (a) to (h) inclusive, should then be

examined to determine in which ones "a bigamous

union has been entered into ..... under circumstances

of an aggravated nature in which there is an
indication that the ...... other rank concerned

has acted with a reckless disregard of his

responsibilities as a member of the service ...."

(j) All cases coming within the requirements of sub-

para (1) should then be referred to the appropriate

civil authorities with a suitable offer of co-

operation and the request that we be advised

whether or not they propose to prosecute.

(k) During the process (a) to (Jj) inclusive, cases will,
no doubt be disclosed in which reference to the civil

authorities would be advisable upon general grounds.

After a decision taken under sub para (1) they shoulda

be referred to the civil authorities at once and in

the same manner as set out in sub-para (j}.

(1) Cases may also be disclosed where a fraud on the
D.A.B. is indicated. These should be examined

carefully with a view to disciplinary action by

court martial.

ll. When we have received appropriate answers from the

civil authorities (which I anticipate in most cases will be

a refusal to prosecute), a decision must then be taken as
to the action directed by para 5 of N.D.H.Q. letter. They
say "will be dealt with by court martial", You will note.

bhe requirements for a decision to prosecute which are set
out in para 10(1) above ~ "reckless disregard of his

responsibilities as a member of the servicé". I suggest

that this be interpreted to mean only the cases in which

military discipline generally would be seriously affected

or prejudiced if action were not taken. This I: think, should
be the measure for determining the advisability of prosecution

by Court Martial. If this measure is adopted, then a decision

under para 10' (1) to refer a case to the civil authorities
would automatically constitute a decision to prosecute by

Court Martial - falling civil action.

12. Each case which requires trial by Court Martial
should then be referred to J.A.G. Section for preparation and

prosecution,

13. This procedure will be suitable, not only for the

cases of which we are presently aware, but for each individual

case ag and when it comes to our attention.

14. One final point requires attention, Who will make

the appropriate decisions during the carrying out of this

procedure ? In para 4 of the N.D.H.Q. letter it is slated

that the M.G.A. will decide what cases "fall within para 3",

I consider that this means the final decision in each individual

case. With regard to the preliminary steps, I suggest the

ceeccee/
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following:-

Para 10 - (a) (
(b)
(c) { Action and decision by A.G.5a.

(a) (
(e) ¢

(f) - Decision by A.J.A.G.(Opns).

(g) - Action by A.G.5a

(h) ~ Decision by A.J.A.G. (Opns)

(1) - Recommendation by A.G.5a to
AAG(Dis) to D.A.G. to M.G.A.

for his decision. e

(j) ¢(ie) ( Action by A.G.5a

1 - Decision by A.J.A.G. (Opns)

15-6 May I please have your instructions.

(£.R.McDonald) Lt-Col
A.A.G.(Dis)

CANADIAN MILITARY HEADQUARTERS
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Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur acces ct A Ar
“etn uore no HaQa54-27- 32-1 ED. 36

MA Adm .3(c)4
AeparimarelNational Defence

Ottawa, Canada,

7 Mar 44

Canadian ary, sean varters, J
2 Cockspur Stnest ee” orl
Trafalgar Square, > jeut-Cole

London §.W.1, ENGLAND A acdonald) Lieut. Colt

4 4i AGP)
Discipline - Bigamy a 2 Canadien MawEAY sath

7 MAR
Reference 20/Bigamous/1 (DAG) dated 4 Jan 1"

dquere Fe

a

The prosecution of offences of bigamy commit-© a tea by all ranks of the Canadian Ay,my in the United King-
UP com and in Canada is primarily a matter for the Civil

Courts of the United Kingdom and Canada. In all cases

where the Civil Authorities consider civil prosecutionwisi the Canadian Army will give every assistance
possi ble, a

2. Tt is not considered that it is the duty of

the Canadian Military Aythorities either in the Unitedeo Kingdom or in Canada to bring to’the attention of the
° Civil Authorities all cases where it may appear that a

bigamous union has been entered into by personnel of the

Canadian Army. -

oe
var? 3. Cases will be brought to the attention of the

yo Civil Authorities where a bigamous union haS been entered
into by persomnel of the Canadian Army under circumstances

of an aggravated nature in which there is anindication
_ that the officer or other rank concerned, has acted with

. a reckless disregard for his responsibilities as a menber

a” of the Service, or generally when it is deemed advisable

by the Military Authorities. _?

4. The Adjutant-General in Canada and the Major-

General in charge of Administration, London, England, will
decide what cases fall within para 43. _

5. Cases falling within para 3 which are not pro- |

i net

.s ‘gaee®

2 O

Ksecuted_by the Ctvtt Authorities will be dealt with by

couUrt-Martial.
—<——$—$—$_— —

6. Cases where it appears that a bigamous union
-has been entered into with a viewto perpetrating a fraud

on the Dependentst Allowance Board should, in addition to

being treated as bigamy under the terms in the foregoing
paras, be considered by the Military Authorities in the

Vv) light of such fraud and such disciplinary action taken under

Section 18(5)’ A.A. as the case may warrant. _

Cie ae

q diaik Bry an eee Sg Ie Ee (HFG, Letson)Major- Leeson) (>)Adjutant- -General- wit

4, "~ peer Qn (RX Booth) Brigaster ee D Ly
S

Nat. Def, A-168 cI DAG.
H. Q. 1772-39-376 Canadien °7i L. ‘quarterg
500M-7-40 (5938-9-40):

10 Maw 1944



par re cas FeEesplylgmasign Act
cnt? nes ger i feces @ information

25 aoe at. 27
| D.A.G.(A.G.5), , : wife
we cigs | : ~4 | f

eo

Bigamous Marriages in the United Kingdom. ; 2s oy db “Vy
1. Further to my Letter numbered as above, a/28 Jan 44,
regarding the’ n/n subject.

s.19(1) 2. The following is a further list of personnel of the:
Canadian Army Overseas who have contracted bigamous marriages .

in the United Kingdom, and is passed to you as requested: “

No. . Name. | , Unit. Date and Place of
_ Bigamous Marriage..:

-

4 Cdn.Anti-Tank Regt. Oct 41.

8 Field Regt., RCA. | “St. George's Church,
: , Morden, Surrey.

a 20 Aug 43.

Hastings & Prince. Hailsham Christ Chur
Edward Regiment. , Horam Co. \y

30 Jan 43. a

1.Bn., R.H.L.I- '” Blythswood, Glasgow.
[3 )44 , : 8 Dec 43.

bite jo hg eel Lo
OS. ‘S. Hutcheon),Major,

for Chief Paymaster,
Canadian Army Overseas.
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50CFG Document divulgué ja Loi sur Laccés & l'ipformation
40/P&S/2025 (3748) ‘ SRNR ded: ipeces 4 ‘ip

Call Srl No. Priority Transmission Instructions / 6 j

‘ ® ABOVE THIS LINE FOR SIGNALS USE ONLY

a Originator . Date—Time of Origin Office Date Stamp
FROM .

(A)
4 Feb_0938379/44 |

‘. S oo For Action. . .

. oo ae - , ne : nO : : . 5737 4 “he

ro __ GANLGL LEERY
(W) For Information (INFO)

Msge Instrns GR

SECRET. This message will not be distributed outside British Government departments

CIPHER TELEGRAM or Headquarters, or re-transmitted even in Cipher, without being paraphrased. -

Originator’s No.

AG a79 Retel A 757 3 Feb 44 p/

; : - | | fee [v> 7 / Lagan,

This matter receiving atbive consideration.

a

io 7 to A
ta Signeis

$ to Docket

, 0 ae

eB HE -
weary

canadien m
ov 1

Woes

THIS MESSAGE MAY BE sent AS IF LIABLE TO BE INTERCEPTED OR TO FALL ORIGINATOR’S INSTRUCTIONS

WRITTEN By ANY MEANS INTO ENEMY HANDS THIS MESSAGE MUST DEGREE OF PRIORITY . a cA
EXCEPT BE SENT IN CIPHER Fed 3 oe

} WIRELESS / (
vesteeeneeeseeeceeee Time Syst | Op

'

SIGNED : SIGNED : ct. THI of TOR \

THI TOR (Cipher) TOR (Signals) oe Time Cird

noses i Ci RO
a | oe 00043

|



ARMY FORM C 2136 (Large Modifted)

40/P&8/ 57 (8754)

Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act -

MESSAGE FO RM ent divulgué en vertu
Registe:

de la Loi sur I'gcecés & l'information

~7” fans2 No. Vi ead
Call — Srl No. Priority Transmission Instructions

é .

ABOVE THIS LINE FOR SIGNALS USE ONLY

Originator Date—Time of Origin Office Date Stamp
FROM

(A) CANMILITRY - Feb 3 1640/A

For Action

DEFENSOR

TO

(W) For Information (INFO)
Mesge Instrna GR

Originator’s No. Ae 757

CAN YOU NOW ADVISE VIEWS OUR

20/B

BR RORKK XX ARE . (>

IGAMOUS/1 4 JAN 44 ~ [ol»

DISTRIBUTION:

> + 20/BIGAMOUS/1 (A.G5)

Re
3, Sigs

4. "a" Tele file

5. Dis Tele file

CHECKED :

-B. Osler) Major

A.G.5.

l

wee MAY BE sENT AS If LIABLE ORIGINATOR’S INSTRUCTIONS

N BY ANY MEANS THE Seas DE! F PRIORITY

EXCEPT G i MN CIPHER, fame”
TTT ICA

NT relates eR. McDonald) Lt.col.

wee eeecnuegee ree reee Ae AeG. (Dis ) Time Syst Op

_SIGNED SIGNED THI or TOR

eRAL TOR (Cipher) TOR (Signals) Time Cird
| FE £3 <4

|

{

{ 
00043
8i C.M.H.O. (2)
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pew
PT/12/BIG,MARRIACES/1 (Pay2c’

) Chief Paymaster's Office.

28 Jan 44.

DAG. (A, ‘

C.M.H.Q, aN we,

Bigamous Marriages in the United Kingdon,

1. Further to my letter numbered as above d/26 Nov 43 regarding the
m/n subject.

2. The following information regarding an additional bigamous marriage
contracted in the United Kingdom by a member of the Canadian Army Overseas,
is passed to you as requested:-

No. Name, Unit. Date and Place of

Bigamous Marriage,

9 Cdn. Armd, Regt. Bletchingley - Surrey.

20 Mar 43,
s.19(1)

(D.S.Hutcheon), Major, -
for Chief Paymaster,

Canadian Army Overseas,
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20/Bicanious/L fo.

{mac}

The Secretary, — age
Department of National Defence, oriciInaL DAMAGED a
Ottawa, Ganada, , oo 7 ee

“at & 7
Ye

G

_ is secured, sometimes long after the event, by ree

he Since the arrival of thse Ganadian Army

Overséas, the following offences of blsamy by Canadian

Army personel have come to attention:
af “Brag bd

1940 - g

194, = 40 + i

1946 - 34

1945 ~ 6 ‘ ie

Usually information in regard to these offences

: £son of

enquiries made by the “wife" in regard to dependents

allowance,

Ze To.date the following convictions have been
secured:

a) -0.R.3. in civil courtS - 9

oy F.G. Ge Te ” 5 s.19(1)

b) Officers tried by GCM - 3

Of these, ex-Licut.: who after
his dismissal from the Service, enlisted

. in the R.E, was subsequently charged and

convicted by the Civil Court for two

additional subsequent offences of bigenr

So In the early stages, it was found to be

practically impossible.to institute military proceedir

regard to these cases by reason of the almost iInsuper:

difficulty of securing the necessary evidence to prov

first mrriage, identity of the parties to it, and v

that the warriage was still effective ai the time o

alleged offence, This @ifficulty also affected

authorities.

P.C.2939/43 which provides for the tal
commission evidence was received here about the ¢€

Apr 45. Following receint of this P.C. ail the

were referred to J.A.G. Branch for advice ag to *

not it would be practicable to take proceedings

reasonable chance of success. AdditlLonal cas

brought to notice.from time to time and at the

DIAG advises that proceedings are.practicable
total of 44 cases. Of the renainder, proc.

barred by reason of the provisions of AA.19°

and various resasoms are set out’as to why

ticable to proceed with the other cases. ©

be Most eareful consideration }

question of whether or not proceedings
in regard to the 44 cases.referred to e

under are the reasons for and against

these are as follows:~

ORIGINAL DAMAGED

00044
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1a)

4d}

»)

4).

44)

Lit}

iv),

ORIGINAL DAMAGED
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Document divulgué en-vertu de la Loi sur 'accés @ l'information

{
|

\

4

procesding:

L offends, pun sudbLe by
Wich can be dealt with

These offences. tend - to bring. the Canadian

Aray inte Gis grepu.te
Tae best deterrent is ‘s adequate) pun4: shine nt

easons against proceeding:

i. regard. ta a: Gon

.of.these becausé failure to take. proceedings

of the dirPic

Reference (1) and .(it}- above, #t ia -
primarily the: duty.of the civil authorities

bo prosecute these cases. iy they will

not undertaics to, prosecute with y whatever
nein we can give ther cana be no sub

stantial grounds for~ complaint by a 4
we fail (be proceed.

It is undesirable to take ‘pros oleain; es in
paratively smilt proportion

a"in she remainder would: ‘appear ‘§o. indicate

discrimination sgeainst the minurity. . Before

proceedings could be commenced, additional

casés: would be barred under ‘AnwiS1 and BP 36(A}.

In regard to pra 2gtically all of such cases
commission evidence wili have wo be tak

Canada, ‘and the Gate of. the, conmien cement of
trial will be postponed in

matter of months. - In vie

all probability the Jwhole ‘of bhp Ge

Will be engaged in active operas

‘near future, it. would be: necessary
.

nk ke

the -persome.l concernedand, in, some cases

witnesses, from field units ané return then

“GRU for ‘the procsedings to be tulken.

Several pros ecutions are bound to fT

ty of Locating witne
securing evidence, otc., and the eff

offenders. son ‘ping punishment in th!

be harmfui «

As ia: indicated in para 2 above} the problem isA

a diminishing one, largely due go the fact

that RB 3 WiLL not issuc a marriage License

witi.cate of permission

from the. Command ing - Officer,. 80 |
necessLty: for exemplary punishnent

;

This ‘appears to be one of the most Lupo rtant

Without a ceri

reasons for not. taking action in these cases,

: ao. ’ . 4

In order to presscute, the 44 cages

“ind that bigamy charges are sor 6a more

‘fficult to prove than ordinary) military
fences, a vrenendcous ‘amount oF work would be

, securing civiiien
: the courts,

aving “a

FY neglecting rs ,

nore dimportens guties. Fur cher, ¢ as is.

00044
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| vit)

viii)
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[2°

Bee
a : 4

pointed out above, practically all this
work would have to be done in GRU where the

facilities for handling disciplinary cases
are already stretched to the Limit.

Further to reason (v), prosecution would tie
up considerable manpower which might be

_ otherwise ybetter employed. .

It is pointed out that ther é have been only
3. cases brought to notice in which officers

were the offenders and in. ‘these; proceedings
were taken by way of GCM and the officers
concerned were dismissed the service. It

ie proposed in regard to any. ‘future officer

cases that military proceedings will be

taken unless the - “Civil. authorities decide te
prosecute +, oe ,

It ig suggested. for ‘eonaideration that in
future cases affecting 0,Rs,y. all available

information should be placed before the

_Sppropriate Givil authorities, and in, the
event that they decide to. prosécute, every
‘assistance ‘Should ‘be given by us to them.

Your views on this” sinole question at the earliest
date wit “be appreciated« :

7 [_

(P.J.Montague) Major-General
- ‘Wa jor-General i/e Administration

. Canadian Military Headquarters
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(in 20/Bigamous/1 (DAG)

oT: Wd
OK OL Dec 43.

a

(' spare"
S&cretary, pen ug
Depar tment of National Defence fr* ver °
Ottawa’, Canada. aah,

oe ge

Discipline ~ Bigamy. .

1. Since the arrival of the Canadian Army

s.19(1)

Overseas, the following offences of bigamy by Canadian

Army personnel have come to attention:

| 1940 =. 8

194. = 40°

1942 - 34

1943 - 6

Usually information in regard to these offences
is secured ,some times long after the event ,by reason of

enquiries made by the "wife" in regard to dependents

allowance.

26 To date the following convictions have been

secured ; ,

a) 0O.Rs. in civil courts - 9 |

by F.G.C.M. - 3

b) Officers tried by GCM - 3.”

Of these, ex-Lieut,. who, after

his dismissal from the Service, enlisted

in the R.E. was subsequently charged and

convicted by the Civil Court for two |

additional subsequent offences of bigamy.

Se In the early stages, it was found to be practically

impossible to institute military proceedings in regard to

_ these cases by reason-of the almost insuperable difficulty

of securing the necessary, evidence to prove the first

marriage, identity the parties to it, and the fact that

the marriage was still effective at the time of the alleged

offence, . This difficulty also affected the Civil authorities.

P.C.2959/43 which provides for the taking of
*

00044 |
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commission evidence was received here about the end of

Apr 43, Following receipt of this P.C. all these cases

. were referred to J.A.G. Branch for advice as to whether or

not it would be practicable to take proceedings with a

reasonable chance of success. Additional cases were

brought to notice from time to time and at the present

time DJAG advises that proceedings are practicable in

regard to a total of 44 cases. -Of the remainder,

proceedings worteche barred by reason of the provisions of
AA.161 and RP 36(A)(iii), and various reasons are set out

ag to why it would be impracticable to proceed with the

other cases.

4, Most careful consideration has been given to the

question of whether or not proceedings should be instituted

in regard to the 44 cases referred to above. Set out

hereunder are the reasons for and against taking such ack&en |

cee, these are as follows :-

a) Reasons for proceeding:

i) It is a civil offence, punishable by

law in the U.K. which can be dealt with

under AA.41. |

ii) These offences tend to bring the Canadian

Army into disrepute.

1ii) The best deterrent is adequate punishment.

b) Reasons against proceeding:

i) Reference (1) and (44) above, it is

primarily the duty of the civil authorities

to prosecute these cases. If they will not

undertake & prosecute with whatever help
we can give them, there can be no substan-

tial grounds for complaint by them if we

. eit to proceed.

41) It is undesirable to take proceedings in

regard to a comparatively small proportion

of these because failure to take proceedings

000445
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“iv)

v)
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Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi.sur ve a Finformation
3, ,

in the remainder would appear to indicate

discrimination against the minority. Before

proceedings could be commenced, addi tional
cases would be barred under AA.161 and

RP 36(A) enc-fn regard to practically all of

such cases commission evidence will have to

be taken in Canada, arid the date of the

commencement of trial will be postponed in

many cases for a matter of months. In view

- of the fact that in all probability the

whole of the Canadian Army will be engaged

in active operations in the near future, it

would be necessary to withdraw the personnel

concerned and, in some cases witnesses, from

field mits and return them to CRU for the

proceedings to be taken.

Several prosectitions are bound to fail

because of the difficulty of locating witnesses,

‘ securing evidence, etc.. and the effect of

offenders escaping punishment ih this way will

be harmful.

As is indicated in para 2 above, the problem

is a diminishing one, largely due to the fact

that Registrars will not issue a marriage

license without a certificate of permission to

marry from the Conmand ing Officer, so that the

necessity for exemplary ptmishment is minimized.

. This appears to be one of the most

important reasons for not taking action in

these cases,

In order to prosecute the 44 cases, having in

mind that bigamy charges are sometimes more

difficult to prove than ordinary military

offences, a tremendous amount of work would be
" tnhsveecdsStamemntrarina, Sie canine, Crrnhinon %Chins

involvedf in—the—recerdine—aird -trerisertprien

s lhins che comets, veewvelent, 9 Landerctne prrvcer shes

Vivi Hg [rececileys ete | a
} a“
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4. * ittn, by reg oho Ca prntes oy

alons,and /could only be done / —

lerory wtlilge other and—tecua, more important duties,

Further, as is/pointed out above, practically

all this work would have to be done in CRU

where the facilities for handling disciplinary

cases are already stretched to the limit.

vi) Further to reason (v), prosecution would tie up

considerable manpower which mi ght be otherwise

better employed.

vii) It is pointed out that there have been only

3 cases brought to notice in which officers

were the offenders and in these, proceedings

were taken by way of GCM and the sf£anders

officers concerned were dismissed the service.

It is proposed in regard to any future officer

cases that military proceedings will be taken

unless the Civil authorities decide to

prosecute.

vit) It is suggested for consideration that in
available

future cases affecting 0.Rs. abl/information

shoukd be placed before the appropriate Civil

authorities, and in the event that they decide

to prosecute, every assistance wert be given

by us to them.

Se Your views on this whole question at the earliest

date will be appreciated.

(P.J.Montague) Major-General
we Major-General i/c Administration

, Canadian Military Headquarters.
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20/Rigamous/1 (ADAG(B))

co pu DSte - | L 1 U. 29 ec 48

Adjutant-Gentrad, .

Department of National Defence, . (te
Ottawa, Ont.,

Oke KE.CANADA

1e A large accumulation of these cases, has occurred

despite the fact that a considerable number have been brought

to the attention of the civil authorite'’s who have decided not

to prosecute.

2. It was inadvisable for us to institute proceedings

in the vast majority of these cases because of the difficulties

surrounding the securing of evidence from Canada in regard to

the first marriage, identity of parties, etc. A few months

- 2939/43 .
ago provision was made by P.C,. Order for evidence to be taken

on commission and it is now possible to secure the necessary

evidence in normal cases.

Se I am advised that prosecutions are practicable in. .

44 of the approximately 90 undiposed of cases in which our personnel

are involved, apart from the question of advisability of our

prosecuting any ‘of these cases.

4. I have given this matter careful consideration

and now list hereunder the reasons for and against taking

proceedings in these. cases. These are as follows:~

(a) -Reasons for proceeding:

(1) Itisa citl offence, punishable by law

in the Usk sare can be henlO antl unde Ant, tana
(14) These offences Cond to pring the Canadian |

Army into disrepute. |

(4141) The best deterrent is adequate punishment.

(o) Reasons against proceeding:

(i) Reference (i) and (411) above, it is primarily

the duty of the civil authorities to prosecute

these cases, If they will not undertake to -

prosecute with whatever help we can give.them,

there can be no substantial grounds for complaint

ly Ahan if we fail to proceed.
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‘

(41) Under A.A,161 and R.P.36A(1i1) action under the
Ff

tic between the commis

Army Act is barréd if the time—whieh elapsed

on of the offences and the

be ; 1 is more than three years.

A considerable/number of the above referred to

90 cases are already barred by Statute and many

others wi be barred before the dates on which

trials syart. Commission evidence will he required

in prettically every case and the date of the

ning of the trial will thus be postponed for

mayiy months.

(411) Several prosecutions are bound to fail because of

(iv

(vi)

‘the difficulty of locating witnesses, securing

evidence etc., and the effect of offenders escaping

punishment in this way will be harmful.

e problem is a diminishing one, largely due to

the fact that Registrars will not issue a marriage

license without a certificate of permission to

marry from the Commanding Officer, so that the

necessity for exemplary punishment is minimized.

e ascertained,

In order to prosecute the Gbdftases shaving in mind

that bigamy charges are sometimes more difficult to

prove than ordinary military offences, a tremendous

amount of work would be involved, in the recording

and transcription alone, and could only be done at

the expense of other and to usg more important

duties. p>
Further to reason (v), prosecution would tie up

considerable manpower whopmight be otherwise better

employed.

(v0)
000449



Document disclosed under the Access to information Act -

Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur I'decés & l'ipformation

-3~ {t ~.

5e In view of the foregoing I have reached the conclusion

-

that it is inadvisable to commence proceedings in these Cases patie

/ woulda yeryititirappeciate your viefws on this subject. |

6. If the decision is taken to prosecute, it will be

necessary for your Headquarters to arrange for the taking of

commission evidence in Canada ‘in regard to practically all trese

CASES.

Te

nevertiétess bring all such cases, woth past and future to the

attention of the appropriate efvil authorites, advising them that

we will give them all ayailable information and every possible

assistanre in the evént that they decide to prosecute.

8. It is further proposed that we prosecute all cases

where officers are guilty of this offence and undertake

prosecution of any special cases of other ranks if the

circumstances indicate the necessity for doing SO,

(P.J.Montague) Major-General,

if/e Administration, :
Canadian Military Headquarters
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AG20/Bigamous 1

28 Dec 45.

ADAG(B)

le At folio 104 is my memorandum to the

Senior Officer in which I recommend, with reasons,

that no further action be taken with regard to the

prosecution of 0.R. personnel guilty of the offence

of bigamy, but that proceedings should be taken

where officers are involved.

2. The Senior Officer has now directed
that the whole matter be placed before N.D.H.Q.

Will you therefore please prepare a draft for an (
airmail letter to N.D.H.Q. on this subject. This

letter should contain a general statement of the

Situation and recital of the reasons why in most

cases action could not be taken witil after authority

was secured to take commission evidence in Canada

(see folio 31); a recital of the fact that DJAG has
advised that prosecutions are practicable in 44 cases;

a& summary of the reasons for and against proceeding

in these cases along the lines of my memo at folio 104;

a statement by the Senior Officer that he has reached .

the conclusion, in view of the foregoing, that it is

inadvisable to commence proceedings in these cases, and

a request for N.D.H.Q's views on the subject.

Se The letter should also set out that a con-

siderable number of these cases have been brought to

the attention of the Civil authorities who have decided

not to prosecute; that if our view is concurred in

we will bring all such cases both past and future to

the attention of the appropriate Civil authorities,
advising them that we will give them all available infor-

mation and every possible assistance in the event that

they decide to prosecute. Also state that we propose

to prosecute all cases where officers are guilty of this
offence and would undertake the prosecution, in special
cases, of other ranks if the circumstances indicate the
necessity for doing so.

4 It should be pointed out to N.D.H.Q. that if
the decision were taken to prosecute, it would be
necessary for N.D.H.Q@. to arrange for the taking of

commission evidence in Canada in regard to practically
all of them.

#

ecsee OVER
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Se This letter will require very careful

preparation as it is essential the whole matter be

placed clearly before N.D.H.Q. In view of the ;

delays already taken place, please deal with this in

priority. ;

ooth) Brigadier

OD.A.G.

Canadian Military Headquarters.

(c.5S.
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20/Bigamous/1 (DAG)

28 Dec 43.

Senior Officer.

Bigamy.

oy 
-

l. The following are answers to your
questions at folio.105, together with further explanation:-

a). ‘Number of cases prosecuted 3

# i) In Civil Courts - 9

te ii) In Field Units by FGCM ~ Nil

* (4 of the above civil prosecutions
are fyom Field Units).

4ii) Units under command CMHQ by FGOM - 3

. (5 of" the above civil prosecutions).
iv) Officers - 3. Have been tried by

GCM and dismissed the service. One

of these ex-Lieut. / has since been

5.19(1) . tried by Civil Court for 2 additional
similar offences.

Particulars of these are at folios 112 and 113.

b) Lack of notice to you.

- 1) I think you were in the picture about a
. year ago when we were asking Canada to set

up machinery to take conmission evidence as

the bigamy situation was one of the reasons

for our request. At that time numbers

‘L- brought to notice were around 50.

Oagy On 28 Apr 43 I discussed the general situa~
‘tion including numbers, with Brigadier

Beament, at which time no action could be

taken because we were still awaiting authority

re commission evidence.

(ere 350 Apr 43 I received copy of P.C. providing
(ror commission evidence and on that dateof directed Dis (Lt.Col. Walker) to "at once:

Ww review" all pending cases to determine where

proceedings should be instituted (folio' 31).lt There is no clear indication as to what
gv? instructions Dis issued in pursuance of this,

We ’ oe” put en 10 Aug 43 (folio 86) DJAG passed to
wt aot s AG5Sa a memorandum together with an analysis

a NR ao of each case and recommendations as to whether
or not the soldier should be prosecuted.

\ ce att 4, There is no indication as to what action, if

g- a cit any, AG5a (Capt. H.A, Martin) took in regard,
coh .- to this, and he is not now available.

iv) My recollection is that about the middle of

Nov, Dis (Lt.Gol. McDonald) discussed with me
the problems involved in regard to the prose-

‘ cution of these cases, and on my instructions

\ AJAG was requested on 19 Nov 43 (folio 96) to
prepare a memorandum setting out the procedure

required to be taken etc. in regard to these

cases. Memorandum by DJAG d. 25 Nov 495

appears at folio 98; comments or AG (29 Nov 43)
at folio 101, and memo to me from Dis (4 Dec 43)

at folio 102, My mem to you of 6 Dec 45 is
yo at folio 104.

see 0100045
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as follows:-

a)

b)

c)

a)
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Summarized, thé situation appears to be

Until provision was made to take commission

evidence in Canada, it was a.practical im-

possibility to undértake proceedings except

in a very few of these cases.

‘As soon as authority to take camiss ion

evidence was secured, instructions were

issued by me to Dis to review the situation

for the purpose of determining which cases

cotild be prosecuted.

So far as can be determined from the file,
it appears either that Dis. (Lt.Col. Walker)
failed to carry out my instructions, or,

alternatively, that AG5Sa (Capt. Martin) with
whom Dis dealt directly on these matters,

failed to carry out instructions to him. In

any event, there is an unexplained and un-

warranted delay from May until Aug. Again,
there is a further mexplained and unwarranted

delay between 10 Aug 43 and Nov when Dis (Lt.
Col. McDonald) brought the matter to my

‘attention again.

While these delays were inexcusable, the ex~
planation probably is that because AG5a was

handling such a very large volume of files,
and also because from day to day he was handling

minor routine matters on this particular file,

he, in the first place, overlooked or neglectéd
to take the necessary action on this matter.

I have to point out that as Lt.Col. Walker and

Capt. Martin are both not available to explain

what they did in regard to this matter, it is

not fair to allocate to either of them the

blame for this situation.

r

_(C. S$. Booth) Brigadier

D.A.G.

Canadian Military Headquarters.

hare ane nevevia Lecveced) ret & froments oer

cates, QUE IT frmmoge y DIS a
(~ CO ere ptnnge t a * Wrong AGATA on Ss Le,

Cob
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20 /Bigamous /14 AG{Dis) |
%

20 Dec 43.

MEMORANDUM

‘ To:

D.A.G.

BIGAMY

1. Further to folio 107, at folio 110 and 112 are lists

of members of the Cdn Army. who have been tried upon charges

of bigamy. You will recall that this was requested by the

Senior Officer at folio 105.

Le In the order in which the Senior Officer asked for

them, the following are the particulars:-

(a) Cases prosecuted in the civil courts (folio 110)
9 cases including 1 of making a false statement

under the Marriage Act. All are cases of other
ranks, and the convictions cover apparently the
whole of England. Sentences run from 1 case of
having been bound over, to 12 months imprisonment.
One case involved a fine of £50 or 3 months hard
labour.

(ob) Cases prosecuted in field units:
(i) By the civil authorities (apparently 4)
(44) By FGCM - Nil.

(c) Cases prosecuted in units under command CMHQ
tt By the civil authorities = 5
(44) By FGCM -3

Oe In addition to the foregoing{ 3,0fficers had been
tried by GCM upon a charge of b > and all were sentenced
to be dismissed from His Mejesty's Services

chisa prince CA GLt. rer or °F piel (L.R.MeDonat) Lt-Col
tnt fr 2 A.A.G. (Dis

are Canadian Military Headquarters
‘ on’ .

00045



- Document disclosed under the Access to information Act -

Document d@ulgué en vertu de la Loi sur “]] ‘mation

20/Bigamous/1 (AJAG (Cts))

17 Dec 43

AAG (Dis)

-Bigamy

i. Reference your 20/Bigamous/1 ot 11 Dec 43,

s.19(1)

attached hereto, relative to them/n matter,

2. pursuant to your request, the following information
has been obtained in this regard:-

(a)

(b)

(c)

3.

been

This Branch has no record of convictions of Cdn
personnel by civilian courts. It is understood,

however, that such a record is kept by the DPM

and he could, no doubt, give you the information

which you require in this connection. The only

-civil prosecution for bigamy of which we haveany

knowledge is one against who

was convicted thereof at the Old Bailey of 21 Oct

43 and sentenced to 12 months! imprisonment. I may

also say that ex-Lieut , whose case is

hereinafter noted, was also prosecuted for bigamy

at the Old Bailey and convicted thereof. He was

sentenced to 3 yearst penal servitude. He had been

involved in two bigamous marriages,

There have been no prosecutions by way of FGCM
in field units, that is to say, units under command

ot First Cdn Army. ,

The following persons have been charged with bigamy

and tried by FGCM in units under command of CNHQ;

: 1 cSkU - This soldier
was tried by FGCM on a charge of bigamy on 1

Jun 42, He pleaded not guilty but was found

guilty and sentenced to undergo imprisonment

with hard labour for two years on.1 gun 42.

This was contirmed on 7 gul 42, In this

instance the bigamous marriage occurred on 17

Apr 41 in Wales.

1 CASCRU - This soldier
was tried by FGCM on a charge of bigamy on 28
gan 43. He pleaded not guilty and was found

guilty and sentenced to undergo detention for

one year on 28 Jan 43. This was confirmed on

1 Fed 43. In this instance the _ bigamous

“marriage occurred on 2 Mar 42,

Gen Wkshop crc - This

soldier Was tried by FGCIt on a Shavae of
bigamy on 18 Aug 43. He pleaded not guilty

but was found guilty and sentenced to undergo

detention for 15 months on 14 Aug 43. This

was contirmed on 27 Aug 43. in this instance

the bigamous marriage occurred on 28 eb 42,

Tn addition to the foregoing, three officers have

tried by GoM for bigamy. ‘these are;-

2 CACRU, who was found guilty

and sentenced to be dismissed.

2 cdn Fd Regt, who was found

guilty and sentenced to be dismissed,
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Lieut ¥.D. Foster. I have been unable to

obtain this file but trom memory he was found
guilty and sentenced to be dismissed. [I

further understand he re-enlisted in the Royal

Engineers and was so serving when arrested by

the civil authorities for a further bigamous

marriage.

AJAG (Cts)

Canadian Military Headquarters.
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u 20 /Bigamous /1 ob
AAG (Dis )

MEMORANDUM L /
11 Dec 43.

To:

D.J.A.G.

BIGAMY

1. As you are aware, there is an accumulation of

some 90 cases in which bigamy appears to have been committed,

and the matter is being submitted to the Senior Officer for

a declaration of policy.

26 He has asked for information concerning the

number of cases which have been prosecuted

(a) in civilian: courts
(b) in field units by FGCM

(c) in units under command of CMHQ by FGCM.

Se Could you please obtain this information including

in your list the sentence awarded in each case, and the date

of the award. It would also be helpful for the Senior

Officer's purposes to include the date of the bigamous

marriage.

4. While I appreciate that this will take a little

time, ‘I would like to have it as quickly as you can

reasonably get it.

Se The file is very much in use at the moment,

and I am therefore passing this loose to save time.

GE
(L.R.McDonald) Lieut-Col

A.A.G. (Dis)

Canadian Military Headquarters
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&

Reg.

(FALSE STATEMENT - MARRIAGE ACT)

No.

SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS SECTION

CANADIAN PROVOST CORPS

Seaforths of

1 A/Tk Regt. RCA

Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act -

Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur I'accés @ l'information

Canada OXTED, Surrey 4 May 42 OXTRD

WOODMANSTERNE 29 Jun 43 SUTTON

CM...

Place of Date of Place of Sentence

Unit offence Convic. Convic.

3 C.A.C.R.U. EDINBURGH 26 Oct 43 EDINBURGH 6 Mos Impt.

"1 C.A.S.C.R.U. LONDON 21 Oct 43 LONDON CCC 12 Mos Impt.

1 WN.E.T.D. DUNDEE 3 Jun 43 DUNDEE 6 Mos H.L.

1 C.E.R.U. LONDON 25 May 43 LONDON CCC 6 Mos HL.

R.C. Regt. BLACKPOOL 25 Jan 43 LANCASTER 12 Mos Impt.

1 C.E.R.U. EDINBURGH 11 Dec 42 EDINBURGH 4 Mos Impt.

Rrorhth oe ya Goes ee tee 2s eh.

Black Watch GLASGOW 17 Sep 42 GLASGOW 9 Mos Imot.

£50 or 3 Mos H.L.

BOUND OVER & DISCHARGE!

A.G. (Dis),
C.M.H.Q.

1. Herewith list of personnel of the Cdn

Army Overseas having been convicted for Bigamy,

as per your request.

gfe —
LONDON, Captain, “~~.18 Dee 43, a (Rd, KIDSTON) Major, SS
RRH/dm A.P.M. ~ oMH.Q. 00045
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& (FALSE STATEMENT - MARRIAGE ACT)
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SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS SECTION

CANADIAN PROVOST CORPS

C.H-H.Q.

Place of Date of Place of
Unit offence Convic, Convic.

| 3 C.A.C.R.U. EDINBURGH 26 Oct 43 EDINBURGH

~1C.A.8.C.R.0. LONDON 21 Oct 43 LONDON

1 :5LE.T.D. DUNDEE 3 Jun 43 DUNDEE.

1 C.E.R.U. LONDON 25 May 43 LONDON

RC. Regt. BLACKPOOL 25 Jan 43° LANCASTER

1 C.E.R.U. EDINBURGH 11 Dec 42 EDINBURGH |

Re Gath 6s eo “42 FEC

Black Watch GLASGOW 17 Sep 42 GLASGOW

Seaforths of Canada OXTED, Surrey 4 May 42 OXTED

1 A/Tk Regt. RCA WOODMANSTERNE 29 Jun 43 SUTTON

A.G. (Dis),
C.H.E.Q.

1 Herevith list of personnel of the Cdn
Army Overseas having been convicted for Bigamy,

Li
Capt

for (R.J. KIDSTON) Ha jor,
C.U.H.Q. .

as per your request.

LONDON,
18 Dee "43,
RRH/dm A.P.H.

Sentence

6 Hos Impt.

12 Mos Impt.

6 Mos H.L.

6 Hos H.L.

12 Mos Impt.

4 Hos Impt.

9 Mos Impt.

£50 or 3 Mos H.L.

BOURD OVER & DISCHARGE
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Reg. No.

@& (FALSE STATEMENT - MARRIAGE ACT)

SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS SECTION
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CANADIAN PROVOST CORPS ”
C.M.H.Q.

mus SRR Betas Mason or Sentence
3 G.A.c RLU. EDINBURGH 26 Oct 43 EDINBURGH 6 Mos Impt.

1 .A.8.C.R.0. LONDON 21 Oct 43 LONDON CCC 12 Kos Impt.

i f.B.t.D. DUNDEE 3 Jun 43 DUNDEE - 6 Bos H.L.

1 C.E.R.U. LONDON 25 Hay 43 LONDON ccc 6 Hos H.L.

RIC. Regt. BLACKPOOL 25 Jan 43. LANCASTER =—=—-12 Nos Impt.

1 C.E.R.U. EDINBURGH 11 Dec 42 EDINBURGH 4 tos Impt.

Black Watch GLASGOT 17 Sep 42 GLASCOT 9 Hes Impt.

Seaforths of Canada OXTED, Surrey 4 Hay 42 OXTED

1 A/T Regt. RCA WOODNANSTERNE 29 Jun 43 SUTTON

’ RRH/dn

£50 or 3 Mos H.L.

BOUND OVER & DISCHARGEI

A.G. (Dis),
C.u.H. Q. ,

1. Herewith list of personnel of the Cdn
Army Overseas having been convicted for Bigany, ;
as per your request. | pilin —

LEA c S
LONDOS aptain,
18 Dee 43 for (R.J. KIDSTON) lajor, > ®

; A.P lf. - C,U.H. Q. 00046
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20/Bigamous /1 \
AAG(Dis)

MEMORANDUM , ll Dee 43.

To:

D.A.G.

BIGAMY

1. Re folio 105.

Le I have asked D.J.A.G. to obtain the particulars

requested by the Senior Officer in his para l. They

maintain statistics. .

Se I am afraid that I may be responsible for the

impression gained vy the Senior Officer as mentioned in his

para 2. He mentioned the matter to me on 9 Dec when I was

seeing him about some other things and I am afraid that I did

not make myself clear. .

4. I did not intend that he should get the impression

that a decision had been taken NOT to prosecute. What I was

trying to express was that a decision had not been taken to

prosecute, pending determination of all of the factors including .

the amount of work involved.

5. The history of the whole matter is as follows:-

(a) Folio 1, 14 Apr 42, memorandum of discussion between
then AGS and then AAG(Pers) in which the policy

determined is stated to be the taking of disciplinary

action in all cases after investigation.

(b) Folio 6, 15 Sep 42, memorandum from then AG5a to then
AAG(Pers) with recommendations concerning the taking
of disciplinary action, and comments by then AAG(Pers).

The recommendations of Pers were:-

(i) Charges only in the most flagrant cases.
(41) Sentences limited to maximum of 6 months.

(iii) Special consideration in officer cases.
(iv) Completion of necessary statistics.

(¢) Folio 12, 18 Nov 42, memorandum from ADAG(B) to then
AAG(Pers) requesting that matter of PC on the subject
of commission evidence be expedited.

(d) Folio 17, 3 Dec 42, copy of letter from Senior Officer
to NDHQ concerning commission evidence with particular
reference to bigamy. This letter’ apparently was not

sent.

(e) Folio 29, 16 Apr 43, memorandum from then AGSa to
AGS concerning the matter generally with recommendations

(1) Cable action to expedite matter of commission
evidence,

(11) Consideration be given to making legal personnel
available to prosecute, and that all cases pending

be referred to JAG Branch to obtain necessary
evidence from Canada.

This memorandum is endorsed by then AAG(Dis) 27 Apr 43
with reference to the PC.

(f) Folio 31, 30 Apr 43, memorandum ADAG(B) to then AAG(Dis)
directing that all pending bigamy cases be reviewed 4
at once with a view to determining the problem of /

instituting proceedings.

ooeee/ 00046
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(g) Folio 36, 7 Jul 43, memorandum to AJAG requesting
that each case be considered preparatory to

discussion of the whole question with AAG(Dis).

(h) Folio 86, 10 Aug 43, memorandum from DJAG to AG5a

with detailed recommendations and note on evidence

and requisite procedure. .

6. The general problem did not come to my -personal

attention until early Nov of this year. Folio 96 is the

regult’. of ‘a discussion which I had‘with you on 19 Nov, and

the matter from then on is familiar to you.

7. I am passing this.memorandum to you in the mean-

time pending the obtaining of the statistical. information

mentioned above, I will follow that matter up and tet you

have it just as soon as I receive it.

~R.MeDonald) Lieut-Col .
A.A.G.(Dis)

‘ Canadian Military Headquarters

000463
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20/Bigamous /L
AAG (Dis)

MEMORANDUM

11 Dec 43,
Tos

Dd, JaAs G.

BIGAMY

le As you are aware, there is an accumulation of
some 90 cases in-whlich bigamy appears to have been committed,
and the matter is being submitted to the Senior Officer for
a declaration of policy.

2. He has asked for information concerning the
number of cases which have been prosecuted

(a) in civfan courts -
(bo) in fiel4 units by Facm
(c) in units under command of CMHQ by FGCM.

36 Could you please obtain this information including

in your list the sentence awarded in each case, and the date

of the award, It-would also be helpful. for the Senior

Officer's purposes to include the date of the bigamous

marriage. . .

46 While I appreciate that this will take a little

time, I would like to have it as quickly as you can

reasonably get it.

Be The file is very much in use at the moment,

end I am therefore passing this loose to save time.

Lcd)
(L.R.McDonald) Lieut-Col |

A.A.G. (Dia)

Canadian Military Headquarters
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41 (ot re? plo
eee. t.% we ne "9 Dee 43

D.A.G. sg ost,
1. For cheer consideration of this matter I
require information as to the number of cases which

have been prosecuted (a) in the civilian courts,

4H (b) in field units, (c) in units under comd CMHQ.

2. In considering the matter I was amazed to

learn of the large eccumulation of these cases. I

}nea never been informed, verbally or otherwise, that
this was going on. I am now told that some time ago,

date uncertain, it was decided at this Headquarters that

(2 no further proceedings would be taken. This was a
definite question of policy, on which there should have

been a submission to me and a ruling given. I wish to

have full particulars with regard to this unauthorized

practiceo@md Chrecaven

PS DB Ppt
P.J.Montague) Ma jor-Gerte xii

Z. Dbhanne Senior Officer
of & . Utut ols Canadian p Military PATE A S

(C. & & F EY. Erigndior,
Deputy |

Cansdian ; ie Lary HeaCauarters

) Die dtu
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. 20/Bigamous/l (DAG)

6 Dec 435.

Senior Officer.

ae At the present time there are approximately

90 undisposed_ of cases of bigamy in which Canadian Army

Overseas personnel ate involved.

\

oe As you mow for a very iong time it was quite
impos ssible for us to institute proceedings in the vast
majority of cases because of the.impossibilisy of securing

evidence from Cenada in regard to the first marriage,

identity of parties, eic. A few months ago, provision was

made by P.C. Order for evidence to be taken on commission

so that it is now possible to secure the necessary evidence

in normal cases

Ti ea 5. At folio 86 is a letter from DJAG and attached
to it is a summary of cases to that date with reconmen-

* Cin dations, etc., as to whether or not proceedings could or
ferent sneuld be commenced, : At folio 98 is a memorandum from

DJAG setting out the various steps reguired to be taken in

prosecuting bigamy cases together with recommendation by

DIAG (folio 97, para 7) that the matter should be dropped.

At folio 10¢ is-’recommendation of AAG(Dis) to the same
effect, wich the exception that he recommenas that in officer

cases proceedings should be taken.

4 . I have considered this matter and now list

herewith the reasons for and against taking proceedings in

these cases. These are as follows:-

a) Reasons for proceeding.
’

i) It is a civil offence punishable by the law

)

pe

of U.K.

These otfences do tend to bring Gdn.Army into

disrepute.

|He Hs

iii) The best deterrent is punishment.
ae

b) Reasons against proceeding.

i) It is primerily the duty or the civil autiucrities

to lanaLe these casss. If they will not unuer-

take .o prosecute, “ith whatever assistance we

can give, they can have no substantial grounds

oa for complaint i: we fail tc proceed.

While these cases do bring the Cdn. Army intobs bs we

00046
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Q)

disrepute, they ao so to a much lesser degree

than many other xinds of offences.

Tn order to hanule the SO vases a tremendous

amount of work «ould be involved, and could only

be done at the exmense of other and to us more

o7 important duties.

iv) A considerable number of cases are statute

feod —

barred (5 years RF 36A(iii) and many others will
be berore action can be taken, In view of

necessity ror commission evidence in practically

every case, procecaing wils in most cases

take many months to complete. Due to the diffi-

culty of locating witnesses, securing evidence,

etc. it is probable that many prosecutions will

fail. The e.fect of a considerable number of

oifenders "getting away sito il" in vlds vay would

be narmrul.

v)

Jue

Tu is probable chat in many ceses, tne wives in

Canada and/or one viciims ‘here would be very
reluctant to give evidence, thus increasing our

dirficulties.

Tae problein is a diminishing one, largely caue to

the vact that registrars wii. not issue a marriase

licence wivtnout a certiricate of permission to

marry vrom the C.0,, so thau the necessity

exemplary punishirnts is minimized, Tne vigures,

30 far as I have them are:

1940 - 8 ‘ea 1941 - 40; 1942 - 54; 1943 - 6.

Generally speaking, commission o.1 tie offence of

bigamy is no indication tnat the man is not e@ good

soldier. There is merit in the argumence that

at this time che national interest requires that

every rit wen showd be required to Vight. Prose-

cution of any consiuerable number would tie up

consiuerable manpower who’ micgnt be otherwise becter

emoloyed and conviction s;ould aeprive us of many

sood tlehting soldiers; it would also rurther

load our already overtaxed aetention racilities.
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Os

De In view of the above, I have, with some

reluctance, been forced to the conclusion that no furth
er

action should be taken in regard to these offences insof
ar

as O.RS. are concerned. Proceedings should be taken

where officers are involved; I therefore recommend

poe’

(C.8. Booth) Brigadier
D.A.G.

Canadian Military Headquarters.

“ *y
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20 /Bigamous, /1L
AAG(Dis)

4 Dec 43.

MEMORANDUM

Tos

D.A.G.

Prosecution of Bigamous Marriages,

le At folio 98 Lt-Col Kelly has analysed the bigamy
situation. There are for all practical purposes 90 cases

awaiting prosecution should we decide so to do. Comments

by A.G.5 are at folio 101.

Be ‘Lt-Col Kelly feels that these prosecutions

should not be proceeded with, and the reasons are, in

my opinion, quite sound. I feel that the time and

expense involved even though a number of soldiers would,

in all probability, plead guilty, is most disproportionately

large to the benefit which can be derived, As I see it,

the whole result would be to produce some 80 or 90 inmates

for Col Shankland's institution with the resultant loss

of good manpower.

De I feel myself that discipline is not going to

suffer by non-prosecution of these cases. I think that

it is only a peculiar type of individual who indulges

in this sort of stupidity and that fear of penal consequences

is not a particularly serious factor. He will undoubtedly

have plenty to worry about without that.

46 The fact that the offence is not a military

one does not in itself impress me particularly.

The paramount consideration is to maintain discipline

in the Army as a whole, and whether an offence is civil

oF mele tary, its effect on discipline generally is the
chief consideration.

we
De I would therefore recommend that as a matter of

policy we should assist the civil authorities if they wish

J to prosecute, but that we ourselves should not do so

in any Cases. ea

6. I do recommend one exception, and I think it is
justified. If an officer commits the offence of bigamy

we should prosecute. I feel that it is a perfectly

| reasonable distingtion to make.

& € : —
KS

See & _
fa & (L.R.McDonald) Lieut-Col :
gee & A.A.G. (Dis)
geet & Canadian Military Headquarters

~ ° &
&

&

‘\
\

\
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a

20/piganous/1
(A/A.G

MEMORANDUM jo |

To:

A.A.G. (Dis) 29 Nov 43

Prosecution of Bigamous Marriages

1. Reference memorandum from D.J.A.G. at

fo 98.

2. I agree with the opinions and recommend-

ation of D.J.A.G.

3. The offence of bigamy is purely a civil

\ offence. I think its commission by members of the Cdn
Army does not bring disrepute on the Army or on Canada as

a whole, but is recognised as a purely personal matter in

each case. The civil authorities are perfectly capable

of dealing with the offence if they choose to do so. The

difficulties of proof are often serious, and for this

reason in most cases the civil authorities have not prose-

cuted and probably will not do so. The difficulty of

proof of the requisite ingredients of the offence are

almost if not quite as difficult under military procedure,

and furthermore in view of the substantial number of cases

if proceedings were to be commenced a special staff would

be required for the purpose.

4. For all of the above reasons, and partic-

ularly because the offence is not in any sense a military

offence, I recommend that no action be taken by the
6

military authorities for the prosecution of offences of

bigamy unless the very special circumstances of any par-

ticular case seem to require special consideration and

action.

5. May I receive your instructions, please.

‘

Se

Fe
are _ * .gO xe Ay : (B. B. Osler) Major

¢ Seco 0) A/A.G.5
\ Fs Canadian Military Headquarters.

ae 8
S

ow &
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PT/12/BIG.MARRIAGES/1 - (Pay 2c).
Unit Pay Section.

26 Nov 45. \

9is

Bigamous Marriages in the United 
Kingdom.

1. Further to my letter numbered as above, d/29 Oct 45
regarding the m/n subject.

2. The following is a further list of person
nel of the

Ganadian Army Overseas who have cont
racted bigamous

marriages in the United Kingdom and 4
s passed to you as

requested: -
Date and Place of

No. Name. Unit. Bigamous Marriage.

10 Can.Gen.Hospital, Worthing, SusseX,

R.C.AM.C. 29 Jun 42.

4 Cdn.Base Ord.Depot. Kensington.
15 May 43.

7 Gdn.Inf-Reinf .Unite Melton Bridge,
West Lothian,

Scotland.

18 Jul 42.

Pp »
(D.§.Hutcheon) ,Ma jor,

for Chief Paymaster,

Canadian Army Oversea
s.
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Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act -

PT PASSTY SHARE PHCE S 1 1 prety axoymation
x Chief Paymaster's Office.

43 Oct 43.

ek PA “ a \ww CLELH.Q. Sq ;
S
&5 arriages in the United Kingdom. + 7)

l. Further to my letter numbered as above,d/1 Oct 43

regarding the m/n subject:-

Qe The following is a further list of personnel of the

Canadian Army Overseas who have contracted bigamous marriages

in the United Kingdom, and is passed to you as requested.

Date and Place of

Bigamous Marriage.Name. Unit.

HQ.1lst Cdn.Army. 31 May 41.

St.Mary's Church

Aldermaston,

Berkshire.

2 Cdn.Fld.Perk Coy. 5 Dec 42.

R.C.E. Register Office,
Surrey}South Western.

1 C.0.R.U. 5 ped 41
Register office
WilleSden, Middlesex.

HQ San. 5 Cdn.
Armd. Brigade.

4 Coy., C.F.C.

Carleton & York

Regiment.

1? Cdn.Field Regt.
RCA.

2 C.I.B.Workshop,

RCOC.

9 May 42.

Farncombe, Surrey.

LO Aug 42.

Aberdeen,Scotland.

17 Feb 41.

Basingstoke,

Southampton.

24 Dec 40.

Woking, Surrey.

Surrey South-Western,

Surrey.

9 A whee) org
, (M.M. Wyndham) ,Majdr,
vo for Chief Paymaster,

Canadian Army Overseas.
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“ - . MEMORANDUM

Prosecution of Bigamous Marriages

Le 3 With further reference to the memo of 19 Nov 45 at

fo 96, it is considered that the proper procedure to be adopted is

that an ordinary Summary of Evidence should be commenced in each

case. All possible evidence available in this country should be

recorded and the Summary then adjourned in order that any necessary

evidence from witnesses in Canada be obtained on commission and the

Summary thereby completed. The taking of the Summary of Evidence

shall be the responsibility of the wnit concerned, although this

Branch shall assist the units in every possible way.

Ae , The items to be proved to substantitate the charge
are as follows:-

(a) The First Marriage - This should be proved by the production

of the attestation paper. The particulars of the attestation

paper contain an admission of a prior marriage. This

constitutes’ prima facie evidence that a former marriage has

been celebrated according to law. In addition to this, an

3 . expert in the law of the Province where the first. marriage

took place will give evidence as to the laws relating to

. marriage in that particular Province. He will then produce

-a certificate of the first marriage and will swear that it is

in the form prescribed by the law of the Province concerned.

This expert will then go on to testify that in his opinion

the marriage was a valid marriage and that the marriage

certificate which he has produced makes proof of the contents

therein stated.

{(o) Identity - A Pay officer will produce MFM 16 (application for

DA), properly certified under Overseas RO 3131. This
document also contains an admission that the accused was

married, He will also produce MFM 17 (assignment of pay) and
MFM 5 (particulars of family).

The unit Paymaster will then produce an Acquittance

Roll or pay book or some document signed by the accused the

. Signature on which he can positively identify as being that

of the acaused. He will compare this with the signatures on

the other documents and will certify that in his opinion the

Signatures are identical.

(c) The Second Marriage - This will be proved by the production

of the certificate of marriage. This document proves itself

and can be obtained from the Registry Office. This document

should be produced by one of the witnesses to the second

marriage who shall identify the accused as being one of the

parties to the second marriage.

(d) First Wife alive at time of Second Marriage - This is the

weak link in the case and without obtaining evidence on

commission the only proof available is evidence by the unit

Paymaster to the fact that no application has been made for

the cancellation of Dependents! Allowance. It is considered

that this is not sufficient proof on this point and that

evidence on commission is essential to ensure that the charge

shall not fail. With regard to the evidence on commission,

if it is possible the. first wife should be called - here it

must be remembered that she is not a compellable witness

though she is competent. She should give evidence of the

first marriage and may strengthen the identity angle by

00047
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R
describing her husband and, if possible, producing a "picture

or photograph of him.

if the first wife will not testify then one of the

witnesses to the first marriage may be called. This witness

should swear to the fact of the: first marriage and state

all the circumstances relating thereto. This witness might

also describe the man taking part in the ceremony.

On the actual point of the wife being alive at the date

of the second marriage, a witness can declare that at the date

of the second marriage the first wife was alive. The mother

of the first wife would be an excellent witness in this

respect but any person who can swear that on the given date

- the first wife was alive will be satisfactory. This witness

can also swear that the man taking part in the ceremony is

a soldier and may possibly describe him accurately.

Oe 75 files have already been reviewed by this Branch,

each dealing with alleged bigamous marriages and from the book

referred to in para 2 of the memo at fo 96 there appear to be

some. 11 more cases which have not been submitted to this Branch -

» in all, therefore, there is a

total of 86 cases. Not all of these can be proceeded with as in

several instances any action under the Army Act has become outlawed

(AA 161 and RP 36A (iii)). In other cases, for various reasons,

it was suggested by this Branch that no action be taken. The cases

which are barred by lapse of time, together with those where it is

felt no proceedings should be taken number 19, so, if the advice

of this Branch is accepted, as set out at: fos 57-86 inclusive, the

minimum number of prosecutions will be 67. Under AA 161 and RP

36A (iii) action under the Army Act is barred if the time which

elapsed between the commission of the offences and the beginning
of the trial is more -than three years. fais Branch interprets '
beginning of the trial" as meaningthe*actual date on Wich the

b¥ial Ltseth-ersrts. “Thais; it ist be borne in mind WHat-More of
thesé Cases will be outlawed before the accused soldiers can be
brought to trial - as the gathering of the evidence, especially

that taken on commission, the taking of a Summary etc. will involve

time in each case.

the

4. As stated above, action, under the Army Act in many

of these cases will be barred before txeeer cases can be brought to

trial as the taking of the commission evidence will necessarily take

considerable time. It should be remembered then that if these

cases are proceeded with it will have the unfortunate effect of the

more recent bigamists being punished while those earlier offenders,

who set the example, will go free.

De 7 With charges of this nature, if trial by court-

martial is ordered, it is considered that a JA should be appointed

to act at each trial as bigamy charges are sometimes more difficult

to prove then ordinary military offences, It is impossible to make

any sound estimate of the stenographic help that will be necessary,

but as the trials may be difficult for the usual lay court it is

felt that court reporters should be employed. It can be appreciated

that the recording and the transcription of so many trials will

entail a great deal of labour.
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6. Difficulty will doubtless be encountered with

regard to the scattered locations of the units of the Cdn Army

concerned - this same difficulty will be encountered in procuring

the attendance of the necessary witnesses, Many of the bigamous

marriages occurred some time ago and it may be difficult in some

cases to procure the attendance of essential witnesses. Again, if

certain witnesses are not procurable, it will mean that some

offenders are punished and some are not for only this reason. There

will be no consistency as to which cases are tried and which are

not.

Te The offence of bigamy is purely a civil offence

yet the civil authorities have so far prosecuted few of these and

have indicated in other instances that they do not wish to vrefer

charges. Their greatest difficulty is that of obtaining the

necessary proof - but the same difficulty exists for military

authority. In view of as Dre ts, 4, 5 and | 6 above, and having esnecial

regard to the"Tact that Digamyis-sseentially. a civil “StTCntes
ao not berieve these pros secutions should,be prodséded “With. It is
My~opinvtorTM cree "tne expense and the loss in time involved should not
be undertaken by the Cdn Army for the punishment of offences so

basically civilian as these are.

8. It should be noted that action under the Army Act

has been barred in some further cases since my memo to AG 5a of

10 Aug. These cases are:

~ 16 Nov 43

-~ 22 Sep 43

~ 11 Oct 43

In addition, action will be barred under the Army Act in the follow-

ing cases on the following dates:

22 Jan 44

1 Feb 44

24 Dec 43

28 Nov 43

28 Nov 43

& Jan 43

The dates upon which action will be barred under the Army {ct in

connection with the a/m 11 cases not yet submitted to this Branch
are not knom

Cad. « Anglin) Colonel.

DJAG

Catladian Military Headquarters
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20/Bigamous/1 - Ch fo,
A/A.Ge5e (

MEMORANDUM

AeJAG. 19 Nov 45

Prosecution of Bigamous Marriages

1. Confirming telephone conversation (Osler -Lt.col.
Norris) it is requested that you will prepare a memorandum
for the D.A.G. covering the procedure to be taken if we are

to proceed with charges in respect of all cases of bigamous

marriage in the U.K., including an outline of the magnitude

of the work involved, the staff (both legal and stenographic

etc.) necessary to handle it, and the difficulties which

may be expected in view of the fact that soldiers who may be

charged are scattered throughout units of the Canadian Army

both in the U.K. and elsewhere. Please also include your

recommendations concerning the advisability, or otherwise, of

proceeding, and reasons therefor.

Ze Handed to you herewith is file 20/Bigamous/1 on
which, at folios 57-86 inclusive, you will find information

recorded which will probably be useful to you in connection

with the above. Aso with the enclosed file is a book

showing a record alphabetically of men whom it is alleged

may be guilty of bigamy, most of whom are listed in the a/m
folios of said file. May the enclosed book please be re~

turned as soon as convenient as it is in use regularly in

this Branche

(B.B. Osler) Major

A/AsGe5e
Canadian Military Headquarters

Enclo. 1
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Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act -
PT /12 /BTan gins ays cans pide Geiser [Qeey & l'information

‘Chief Paymaster's Office. soJ L4.7
on : 1 Oct 43.le iwSe \?

D.A.G.(A.G.5) , pg
Cc. i. o ‘MAH. | 2+ .

Bigamous Marriages in the United Kingdom. Kx

1. Further to my letter numbered as above 4/20 Aug 43,
regarding the m/n subject.

s.19(1) 2. The following is a further list of personnel of the
Canadian Army Overseas who have contracted bigamous marriages

in the United Kingdon, and is passed to you as requested: -

No. Name. Unit. ‘Date & Place of
° -_ Bigamous Marriage.

48th Highlanders of 7 Nov 42,

Candda Croydon, England.

1 Cdn. A.S.C. Reinf. (Wife bigamist).
Unit. - .9 Jul 43 married

Stirling, Scotland.

Married soldier

26 Feb 42,Farnborough,
Southampton.

P.T.O.
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s.19(1)

~2.

‘Date & Place of
No. Name. - Unit. _ Bigamous Marriage.

5 C.1.R.U. Register Office,
. Epsom, Surrey, Mid-Eastern

District, County of Surrey.
7 Noy Abe 

OF BURT OY

=t> Wh he
& (M.i.Wyndham), Major, ~”~

for Chief Paymaster,
Canadian Army Overseas,

000480
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Pp. 4. EG _ > $ 20/Bigemous/1
, ae (A.G.5a) qt

. MEMORAHDUL

| TeAeGe - 10 Aug 43

Bireonous Marrilarves in the U.K.

be Herowith two additional files rolating to the m/n matter:
s.19(1)

ee May the usual action be taken please to determine whethor
the m/n soldiers should be prosecuted for the apparent bigamous
marriages committed by thom.

(H.A Martin) Captain
for Dy AeGe

Canaéion Military Headquarters

se

00048
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. Document divulgué e avertu de la Loi sur 'accés & F informationa s . if~20/Bipamous/1

- $.19(1)

yHEMNORAND Ui {—<

JwAeGe (Courts) § Aug 43.

Bigamous Marriages

Le The ClMsHeQ. 10/ file of Gnr and the Pay file
of | are Torwarded for, your examination and adviceas to. prosecution for bigany.

Ze As the Pay file is in fairly constant use, it is ro-wquosted that the case of Pte | be given any priority possible
so that the file may be returned to tho C.P.ll.

(HA Martin) Captain
AeG. 5a.

Canodian Militery Hendquarters
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/ -? 20/Bigamous/1 vw
s.19(1) (A.G.5a)

- MEMORANDUM

&

JeAeGe 
10 Aug 43

Bigamous Marriages in the U.K.

le Herewith two additional files relating to the n/n matter:-

10, 2
10, fl

Ze May the usual action be taken please to determine whether
the m/n soldiers should be prosecuted for the apparent bigamous
marriages committed by them

clay, rtjn) ¢ Captain
eAeGe 00048Canadian Mili tary Headquarters 3



Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act -

: Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur I'accés @ l'information.

Pp. A a arene 20/Bi genous /1 (AG5a) 4G A
‘ ‘ {

s.19(4)% MEMORANDUM

e

JAG. (Courts) 5 Aug 43.

¥

First Canadian Army Signals

l. Herewith Pay file relating to the m/n soldier.

ee May the necessary action be taken please to review the

evidence available with a view to prosecuting the soldier for

his apparent bigamous marriage.

Be In view of the fact that this file is required by Pay from tire
to time, it is requested that this case be given any priority possible

HBA
(H.A.Martin) Captain

for D.A.G.

Canadian Military Headquarters

00048



Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act -

Le Document Aly we yer erty dele Pi geriicscA a rfeamatigAE 20 | Buys i 50 hue en s Office
€ D A.G.(A.G.5), a oO v| G0

c: VM AH.Q. et bn,
Yy ; ‘ sedam. |_ Bigamous Marriages in the United Kingdom. “yd “yt? :

l. Further to my letter numbered as abdve, d/13 Aug

43, regarding the m/n subject.

2. The following information regarding an additional

bigamous marriage contracted in the Uhited Kingdom by a

member of the Canadian Army Overseas, is passed to you as

requested :-

Date and Place of

No. Name. Unit. Bigamous Marriage.

1 Cdn.Artillery Register Office,

one Reinf. Unit.: Worthing,
‘ West Sussex.

29 Jun 42.

pha” s.19(1)

| ee ee
(M.M.Wyndham) ,Major, >” ~
for Chief Paymaster,

Canadian Army Overseas
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PPB APG gud ART Buds BSol dur dary ideation

Chief Paymaster's Office.
3 ag “ al ie ry

a = “a, 13 Aug 43.
. “3 * 3 ag .

wo | | * a uy oe
: ie -O\5S ©& i 4D.A.G.CA.G. 5) ; Ve % K 4 he > . eur |

C.MAH.Q. UA DUS E ss\ Lo7, Cp soy ~ .ae Bigamous Marriages in fentnited Kingdom. Md .

l. Further to my letter numbered as above,d/7 Aug 43,
regarding the m/n subject.

2. The following information regarding an additional

bigamous marriage contracted in the United Kingdom by a

s.19(1) member of the Canadian Army Overseas, is passed to you as

requested:-

Date and Place of

No. Names Unit. Bigamous Marriage.

2 C.C.S., RCAMC. Parish Church,

Bentley,

Southampton.
roe 21 Jun 42.

wir7 ib to hp ha, .ek

! (M.M.Wyndham) ,Major,
for Chief Paymaster,

Canadian Army Overseas,
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; al ' 20/Bigamous/1 (AG5a) ~?

CePelle (Pay 2c) 12 Aug 43

Bigamous Marriages in tho UeK, . vo
T Cdn Eng Ret Unit
, UT. Inspectorate CLHQ

s.19(1)
ee

Reference your PT/12/BIG.MARRIAGES/1 (Pay 2c) 3/7 Aug 43.

le May the Pay files of tho m/n soldiers be forwarded please
so that consideration may be given to prosecuting these soldiers
for their apparent bigamous marriages in the U.K, ,

(HA Wartin) Captain
for D.A.G,

Canadian Military MWeadquarters

Uy TAC le)

|. Fa nathan co, MONDAY Ly karel,
(~~ |
4s

. 00048
(%4
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Xieull/Z >. rE S|
» SN (Pay 2c).

Chief Paymaster's Office

7? Aug 43.

“PA ATG,

1. Further to my letter numbered as above ,d/23 Jul 43,
regarding the m/n subject.

D.A.G.(A.G.5a),

C.M.H.Q.

2. The following is a further list of personnel of the

Canadian Army Overseas who have contracted bigamous marriages

in the United .Kingdom,-and is passed to you as requested:-

No. Name. ‘ Unit. Date & Place of

; ~ : Bigamous Marriage.

1 Cdn.Eng.Reinf. St.George's Catholic

Unit. Cathedral,Southwark.
5 Nov 40.

M.T.Inspectorate, Registry Office,
C.M.H.Q. Surrey-North-Eastern.

' 8 Mar 41.

. .19(1) .
4b ds ° atl / .
Sec A, (ill. M. Wyndham) Major, -7~

a “yy for Chief Paymaster,
. Canadian Army Overseas.
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Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur I'accés a l'information

| 20/Bigamous/1
ORIGINAL DAMAGED (JAG-JA 1) KE

awe ;

. c 5

AG 5a 10 Aug 43 re Peo 45
ws See wi oe
oy

@ o &
ro ae

-1. Please find annexed on this file’ folios 58-85

inclusive, being the results of the review of the bigamy files

forwarded to this Branch. You will note: that in each case a

recommendation has been made as to whether or not the soldier

involved should be prosecuted for bigamy.

ee With regard to the proof necessary in each case

your attention is invited to fo 57 on the file where the items

which must be proved in prosecutions of this mture are set) out.

In this respect a recent memorandum to you on 10/MeLean RG/1 may
be of some practical assistance. a

Oe -If you concur in the recommendations on this

file, it is suggested ‘that’ immediate steps be taken to obtain the
proof necessary in each case. Yeu will note from the ‘individual

{ep sea that some actions are already barred under. the Army Act

(RP 36A (ii4)) and that some others s6on~WwiIT Dee

You will also find returned herewith the follow-

the files which have been forwarded to this Branch at one time or
another: -

IGINAL DAMAGED
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<A
s.19(1)

5. Three other files dealing with Pte

and and Pte

have. already been returned to you at yo request.

Be .A copy of the review of each case has been

(W.A.T. Anglin) Colonel
DJAG

_Ce&nadian Military Headquarters

000493
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1 __ document discloselLunder the Access.to.luformation Act.

No. Rank & Name unit First Second sebumeny aiwieweeh vertu dea tayaus teehee Liar ae
. . Marriage Marriage by Soldier

Seaforth This soldier was
Highrs of tried in a civil

Canada court for having

procured a

marriage licence

by gving false

intormation and

was sentenced to

90 days imprison-

s.19(1) , ment. In view of
this I think he

has been suffic-

iently punished

and that this

case should not

be prosecuted.

ws

SO

this should be
prosecuted

RCASC

s.19(1)

00049
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No. Rank & Name Unit First Second ‘Explanation . Recommendation
Marriage Marriage by Soldier

_2 Anti-Tank Left his first knew his

Regt, RCA wife in 1930 first wife alive

and believed at date of

that she had enlistment. This

S divorced him. should be prose-

, cuted.

RC AMC Wil, except This should be
that prosecuted

was contem-

plating a

divorce from

legal wife in

Canada

RCE had ob- Gibson acted in

tained a _ good faith and

decree absolute accordingly I

in the State believe this

of Minnesota should not be

regarding his prosecuted.

first marriage

and believed

that his divorce

was good.

claims This should beRCASC
his first wife prosecuted

had deserted

him.

00049
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No. Rank & Name unit First Second Explanation. Recommendation
Marriage Marriage by Soldier

‘Seaforth

Highrs of canada

oy

So

a common law

wife but this

is shown to be
false from the

file.

claims his

first wife was

This should be
prosecuted.

RCASC 
declares While bigamy

his first wife has been committed
is in the I think this is
Verdun [Insane an unfortunate
Asylum in case and that it
Montreal, should not be

2. holds prosecuted.
~ |the 0.B.E,

/ | has

Sought advice

from the Legal

Aid Section of
this Branch and

has been advised

to let things

Stand.

cdn Forestry Nil {This should be
Corps

s.19(1)

mo

prosecuted,

00049



No. Rank & Name unit

Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act -

explanation RECO tmamendat ion

Marriage Marriage by Soldier ~

R.C.A.S.C, believes AS was in

G

his marriage

ended by divorce,

papers being

served on him in

good faith 1

do not believe

that this

should be

1937. He did not prosecuted. In

defend the action addition to

and assumed the

divorce had been

granted,

this, any action

under the Army

Act will be

barred on 16

Nov 43.

Headquarters

C.R.U.

s.19(1)

to |

] was

annuled when it

was shown that

was al-

ready married.

She was con-

victed:of bigamy.

However,

had already had

a wife in

Canada. A

decree nisi was

issued with re-

lation to his

first marriage

in Canada and

in good

Taith, thought

that he was free.

Consequently, I

believe this

Should not be

prosecuted. Any

action under the

Army Act will be

barred on 24 Dec

43

00049



Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act -
: 1

— Doeument-divalgde-er-verte-cdete-rersittacees <1infermation—

No. Name & Rank Unit First Second mExplanation Recommemation

Marriage Marriage by Soldier

Royal Winni-

peg Rifles

Nothing has been could

heard of the probably

first wife and successfully

en- defend himself

listed as a on the ground

So Single man. that he assumed

his wife dead

after a period

of seven years.

I believe the
action would

fail on the

evidence avail-

able and, for

that reason,

think it should

not be prose-

cuted.

trCR, Nil Pte
has already

been tried ina

civil court ona

charge of

‘bigamy and was

sentenced to

12 monthst

imprisonment,

consequently

this should not

be prosecuted,

s.19(1)

00049



Document disclosed under the Access to information Act -
: 1k ke

By tdivulgud tu-de-ta-Leisunl-ecces-c-tinformation-

No. Name & xank unit first Second ixplanation hecommendation
Marriage Marriage by Soldier

Calgary Highrs Pte | bel- It was

was married jieves he was himself who in-

in Canada - divorced from stituted divorce

particulars his first wife proceedings
Q. unknown and therefore and then took

free to marry no further actian

consequently, I

pelieve this

should be pro-

secuted.

Canadian We are not con-

Training in Toronto in cerned with the

Sehool Jan 22, on two Toronto

learning marriages, the

: was ; second of which
already married is probably

he married =. bigamous. With

in the marriage in

Toronto on this country, it
6 Nov 28 is probable that

Paddle could

successfully de-

fend himself on.

the ground that

he presumed his

wife to be dead.

For that reason,

I do not think

this case should

s.19(1) be prosecuted.

00049



Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act -

Docurr

No. Rank & Name unit First Second Explanation Recommendation

Marriage Marriage by Soldier

R.C.A.S.C. wil . This should be
prosecuted,

>
>

1 corps insists This should be

Sigs, Recs that he was not prosecuted.

married on 8

Apr 31 although

NDHQ has advised

definitely that

he did marry

]

at that time.

Hast. & P.E. Nil I believe this

Regt. case should be

prosecuted.

2 Fd Pk coy, states While this case

RCE he divorced is doubtful,

] at I believe it

Alberquerque should be
sometime in prosecuted,

1929.
However, no-

thing on the

file sub-

stantiates

s.19(1) that the divorce
was ever obtained.

00050



Document disclosed under the Access to [Information Act -

— ~ 1 : Document diva

No. Rank & Name Unit First Second Explanation Recommendation
Marriage Marriage by Soldier Tt

a

West Nova Nil This case should

Scotia Regt. be prosecuted for

the sake of con-

sistency but it

is doubtful if the

necessary evidence

can be obtained

Co by 28 Nov 43 after
which date no

action can be

taken under the

Army Act.

H.Q. 2 Cdn states I believe this
Div, KCA that he has case should be

been separated prosecuted,

from his legal wife

for 11 years.

48 Highrs of first This should be

Canada marriage was prosecuted
apparently un-

happy and he

left his legal

wife some 10

years ago

owing to her

misconduct

with other men,

s.19(1)

00050



Document disclosed

Document div

under the Access to information Act -

vi

No. Rank & Name Unit First Second explanation Recommendation

Marriage Marriage by Soldier

No. 1 Base Nil This should be

De pot prosecuted

~TM
o~

H.Q. 2 believes This should be |

Armd Bde his first prosecuted

marriage was

illegal as his

wife was under

age and the

marriage was

never con-

sumated

26 #d Bty, the legal Fhis should be

RCA had prosecuted as.

a child from married

some person a second time be-

other than fore he instituted

divorce pro-

There are ceedings.

indications

from the file

that divorce

proceedings

were being

started by

i : in.

Nov 42,

s.19(1)

00050



No. Kank & Name Unit First

Marriage

Second

Marriage

Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act -

Document di ulgue en vertu de la Loi sur l'acces a l'information

Explanation Recommendation

by Soldier

Toronto

Scottish

the soldier had I do not believe

obtained a this case should

decree nisi re- be prosecuted,

garding his

tirst marriage.

the evidence

indicates that

weich truly

believed this

to be a decree

absolute. In

fact, his first

wife had re-

married and this

also caused

Welch to believe

he was validiy

divorced,

RCASC

l cdn Div

s.19(1)

obtained In view of this

a decree ab- J do not think

solute in this case should

petroit and be prosecuted.

believed that

this was a valid

divorce, not

realizing it

was ineffect-

ive in view of

the fact that

he was domi-

ciled in

Michigan,

where the pro-

ceedings took

place.

00050



Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act -

| . : Document diyujgue en vertu de la Loi sur Tacces_a FinformationNo. Rank & Name Unit First Second Hxp anab lon Recommendation
Marriage Marriage by Soldier

l2 Fd Regt Nil I believe this
RCA Should be pro-

secuted.

3 Fd Coy, This is a There is no case

RCE case where against Spr.

it is the wits

who has—com-

% mitied bigamy=— and apparent-
ly she has been

dealt with by

the civil

authorities.

4 id coy, No explanation From the file it
RCE other than the appears that

allegation — this soldier
of his first has been returned

wifets mis- to Canada, Any

conduct and action should be

the statement taken there,

that he married

as she

was pregnant

allegedly by

reason of her
s.19(1) dealings with a

man called Smith.

00050



Document disclosed under the Access to {Information Act -

Document divotgoe-ervertyde ta torsarfacces ww Pinfornrantion:

No. Rank & Name Unit First second Explanation Recommendation

, Marriage Marriage by Soldier

9 can Non- Nil This should be
Div ord W/Shp prosecuted.

RCOC

14 Army Tank

Bo

In Hdinburgh Wil

on 14 gul 41

au

very little

evidence is on

the "10" file

in this case, but

I believe this

should be in-

vestigated

further and prose-

cuted if bigamy

does exist.

No. 1 CERU Nil

s.19(1)

While bigamy

has undoubtedly

been committed,

under the Army

Act the pro-

ceedings will be

prescribed on

22 sep 43. AS

the evidence

will most likely

be unobtainable

by that time,

I suggest that

this case not

be prosecuted,

00050



Document disclosed under the Access to {nformation Act -

Pocument divulgue en vertu de la Lot sur acces q Tinformation
No. Rank & Name unit First: Second Explanation by hkecommendation

Marriage Marriage Soldier

R.H.L.I. Married in Nil, except for is present-

Canada - par-

ticulars not

on file

indications that

the first

marriage was

unhappy

ly serving 2

years! detention

Tor a charge of

desertion.

His earliest

possible release

is 2 Aug 44,

In view of this,

I am of the

opinion that

this should not

be prosecuted,

/R.C.A.S.C. Nil I am of the

Opinion that

proper evidence

should be ob-

tained and that

this case should

then be prosecuted.

No. 6 Prov

coy.

Nil I believe proper

evidence should

be obtained and

that this case

should then be

prosecuted.

00050



Document disclosed under the Access to {nformation Act -

No. Rank & Name unit

Marriage Marriage

Docurent aver

Hast & P.k.

Regt. - No l

C.D.1I.R.U.

<

Explanation Recommendation

by Soldier

states When proper

he instituted proof has been

divorce pro- obtained { believe

ceedings in — this case should

Canada in be prosecuted.

1940, but that

the proceedings

fell through

on the death

ot his legal

adviser.

6 Wing, Cdn states When proper proof

fraining he has. ob- has been obtained,

School tained a di- I believe this
vorce, but case should be

no particulars prosecuted.

can be found .

in his records.

No 1 C.B.R.U.

s.19(1)

» |

Wil, except that I believe this

. has de- case should be

clared that he prosecuted.

was not married

at home. Infor-

mation from

NDHQ, is directly

contrary to this.

00050



Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act -

Document divulgue en vertu de la Loi sur l'acces a l'information

No. Rank & Name ~Unit birst Second gxplanation kecommendation

. Marriage Marriage by Soldier

7 A/ik Regt, Nil Proper evidence
. ROA should be obtained

and this case

—_,, Should then be

_ prosecuted.

14 Fd Regt Nil Proper proof

RCA should be obtained

and this case

then prosecuted

13 Fd Coy, Nil This should be

RCE prosecuted when

proper proof has

been obtained.

states Proper proof

he did not should be obtained

know he was and this case then

going through prosecuted

a marriage

ceremony.

expresses

surprise that

anybody should

be interested

in his relatim-

ship with Miss

s.19(1)

00050



, ‘Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act -

Document divulgué en verte la Loi sur l'accés & l'information:

No. Rank & Name . unit First Second Explanation Recommendation
. Marriage Marriage by Soldier

11 cdn Tk First wife in Wife in Nil When proper
Regt canada residing Glasgow ~ par-

at Oshawa, Ont. ticulars of

marriage not

evidence has been

obtained this

case should be
eS on file ‘prosecuted.
=—

4 can Fa This occurred de- This matter
coy, RCE in Canada clares he had should be further

sometime in been separated investigated
1925 from. his legal and should be

wife since prosecuted if
1926 the evidence

warrants such

proceedings,

No. 2 Motor Nil Proper proof

Amb Convoy, should be obtained

RCASC and this case

then prosecuted.

Nil, although This case, while

may have ordinarily calling

taken some for prosecution

action in1942 has now been pre-

to obtain a scribed under RP.

divorce from 36(a)(3) and no

his legal wife. prosecution under

s.19(1) the Army Act is
possible.

00050



Document disclosed under the Access to information Act -

Document divutgue-ervertade-trtorsarfoccestrtinformation

No, Rank & Name Unit - - Pirst Second Explanation Recommendation
Marriage Marriage by Soldier

R. 22e R. Nil This case should

be prosecuted if

the necessary

evidence can be

obtained prior

SS to 11 Oct 43,at
which date it

will be prescribed

under the Army Act.

RCASC File indicates in- This should be pro-
has a wife and formed his secuted if the

child living bigamous wife necessary evidence

in Montreal,Qs. that had not can be obtained

lived with prior to 28 Nov

his legal wife 43, at which date

for five years it will be pre-

and that this scribed under

constituted an the Army Act.

automatic

divorce.

No. 1 File shows is This should be

C.E.R.U has not satisfied prosecuted.

a wife re-

siding in

Toronto, Ont.

with his legal

wife's conduct.

00051 \



Document disclosed under the Access to information Act -

Pocumment divulgue en vertu de Ta Lor sur Tacces a Tinjormation
No. Rank & Name unit First Second Explanation Recommendation

Marriage Marriage by Soldier :

Wo. 7 C.I.R.U. File shows Nil There is little
|) has evidence on file rz

a wife in the first marriage

Canada, but If investigation

No that she did shows that this

Ne not live with Marriage has not
him for 6 been dissolved

months pre- or that |

ceding his cannot avail

enlistment. himself of the

seven year defence

this case should

be prosecuted,

No. 3 Nil, other This should be

C.A.R.U. than declar- prosecuted.

ation by

that

he was "madly

in love with

No. 1 File shows Nil This should be

C.I.R.U. has prosecuted. rom

a wife at the file it

peterborough, appears that
ont. also ob-

s.19(1)

tained the sum of

£30 from Miss

00051



Document disclosed under the Access to {nformation Act -

DOCUNTENE AiVUNZTE ONVETTT AE Ta LOT Sur T weces aT NfOTMUttOn

No. Rank @ Name Unit First Second Explanation Recommendation

Marriage Marriage by Soldier

File shows ‘Nil Proper proof should
to be obtained and

have been if bigamy exists,

married on en- this case should

~~ listment. be prosecuted.

TM~e

1 cdn ¥a Nil This should be

Coy, RCE prosecuted.

No. 2 at Bridgetown, Nil This should be
C.I.R.U. Nova Scotia, prosecuted when

on 18 Aue 34 proper proof has

been obtained,

%5 Bridge File shows Nil fhis should be

coy, RCASC _ a nerried prosecuted,
prior to his

arrival in UK.

s.19(1)

00051



Document disclosed under the Access to {nformation Act -
; a

No. Rank & Name Unit First

Marriage

Second

Marriage

5 +-divulgué-envertudetatoicurtacces-étinfarmation

Explanation
by Soldier

kecommendation

ib

No 1 Fd

Coy, RCE

states

he told |

he had a

divorce and

was free to

remarry —

If no proof is

available to show

the dissolution

of the first

marriage this

should be pro-

secuted.

Hast & P.E.

Regt

Divorce pro-

ceedings are

being taken,

This should be

prosecuted. This

NCO has recently

been recommended

for the Efficiency

Medal.

s.19(1)

Westminster

Regt (Motor)

' Nil This file is not

clear with regard

to the offence of

bigamy. There

are indications

that may have
had two wives in

Canada, one of

which may have

been divorced from

him. It does

appear, however,

that there was one

Mrs. at the

time || married

In view of this,

I believe the

-matter should be

investigated
furthe
perkbes oF pfo00s1
exists. >



Document disclosed under the Access to information Act -

Document divulgué en vertu de Ta Loi sur Tacces a information

No. Rank & Name unit First Hxplanation Recommendation

Marriage Marriage by Soldier

1 C.G.R.U. An unknown Nil, other than This should be

person on 20 the fact that prosecuted.

May 24 at

Toronto, ont. legal wite was
an inmate of

\ a mental home
~S at Mimico ont.

on the date of

the second

ceremony.

Essex File indicates Nil. from the file it
Scottish has a appears that Pte

Regt. wife in the has been

U.S.A. missing since
the Dieppe

operation. Con-

sequently, this

Should not be

prosecuted, In

addition to this

it may be thathis

first marriage was

dissolved by

divorce.

HQ First | Proper proof

cdn Army apparently at should be obtained
one time be- and this case

lieved himself prosecuted.

to be a.

5.19(1) bachelor,

00051



Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act -

gocument divulgue en vertu dé Ta Lor sur acces at Thyormation
No. Rank & Name unit First Second Explanation Recommendation

Marriage Marriage by Soldier

No 7 L.A.D. vhere is no This case is un-
att 1 Fd doubt that doubtedly one of

Reet, RCHA knew bigamy. I

he had already believe that

married. He was inveigled into

states that he

was prevailed

upon by Miss

bY

agan and again

to get married

and that he did

actually do so

while under the

influence of

liquor.

the second

marriage and that

he has no good

legal defence.

While it may be

harsh, I believe

this case should

be prosecuted.

8 Cdn Recce

Regt (14 H)
No particu-

lars.

No particu-

lars

Nil

s.19(1)

there is no real

evidence of bigamy

in the file al-

though the pro-

ceedings oft a trial

by FGCM have ap-

parently indicated

that bigamy might

exist. At the

present moment

is serving

18 months't
detention which

was awarded on 1

Apr 43 by FGCM.

In view of this,
J do not think

this case should

be prosecuted,

00051



Wo. Rank & Name Unit First

Marriage

pecond

Marriage

Document disclosed under the Access to [nformation Act -

Document diyuleué en vertu de la Loi sur 'accés_@ l'information
10onxplana

by Soldier

kKecommendation

R.H.L.I.

SA.

~A

was not

satisfied with

his domestic

affairs as

his children

had been

placed in the

care of the

Childrents Aid

Society. He

wished to ob-

tain a divorce

from his legal

wite, and

married

because

she was preg-

nant and he

wanted to

"stick by her",

this should be

prosecuted,

de-

clares that he

was drunk when

he married his

‘legal wife,

and that she

left him two

days after

the

marriage.

‘this should be

prosecuted.

00051



No. Rank & Name

Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act -

Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur I'accés a l'information

unit First ; second uxplanation
Marriage Marriage by soldier

kecommendation

HQ San, 5 Nil

Cdn Armd Bde
there is very

Little evidence

on this file,

but I believe

proper evidence

Should be ob-

tained and this

case prosecuted.

s.19(1)

did

not want to

return to his

tirst wife.

4 Sec, C.A.C.

wW/SHP, RCOC

married

Miss as

she had had a

child by him.

west Nova

Scotia Regt

was a

deserter from the

RAF and joined the

Cdn Army while in

Canada. As the

offence (2nd

marriage) actually

occurred in

Canada, IT do not

think we should

prosecute the

case here.

This should be

prosecuted.

00051



Document disclosed under the Access to {nformation Act -
. tk 8 ye .

Document divulgué envertude latoisur lacces dUinformotion

No. Rank & Name unit First Second Explanation Recommendation
Marriage Marriage by Soldier

i cdn Army Ordinarily this

Reception should be pro-

Camp secuted but any

S

action under the

Army Act was

prescribed on

22 Jun 43.

Accordingly no

prosecution can

be made, :

This occurred Nil

in Canada.

2 A/Tk

Regt, RCA

As the offence

occurred in Canada

I believe this

should not be

prosecuted,

It is noted that

AG 5 regards this
matter as closed

as the offence

was committed in

Canada.

R.C.R. Nil

s.19(1)

Proper evidence

should be obtained

and this case

then prosecuted.

00051



Document disclosed under the Access to {nformation Act -

Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi surt'accés a l'information _

Wo. Rank & Name Unit First Second Explanation Recommendation

Marriage Marriage by Soldier

Lorne Scots Nil Proper evidence

should be ob-

tained and this

case then pro-

secuted,

1 CASCRU Nil. When the

necessary proof

has been ob-

tained this

Should be

prosecuted.

s.19(1)

1 cdn Mech

EQuip Coy,
RCE a wite in

Canada

File indicates

has

ad-

vised he has

not heard

from his wife

Since 19434

although he

has made per-

sistent

attempts to

locate her.

JT do not believe

this case should

be prosecuted as

appears

to have a sound

defence in that

his wife has been

continuously

absent for the

space of seven

years, and was

not known by

him to be

alive.

00051



Document disclosed under the Access to {nformation Act -

Doctiment divulgue en vertu dé ta Lorsurracces UT injormanon

No. Rank & Name Unit Pirst Second Explanation Recommendation
Marriage Marriage by Soldier

No. 1 File indicates Miss Bradley Nil, other This matter should

N.E.T.D wife in Canada on 14 jul4l than be prosecuted when

by name of at Epping believed his proper proof has

legal wife to

be unfaith-

ful

been obtained.

It is to be noted

that the bigamous

wife has died

-Since the bigamous

marriage was

contracted,

c4

cdn Army Tps

w/shp, RCOC

s.19(1)

: left

his legal wife

a few days

after his

marriage on

discovering

she had had a

child by ano-

ther man. In

1930, he was

informed that

she was dead.

He made in-

quiries for her

over a period

of some nine

months and has

had no know-

ledge since

that time that

his legal wife

was still

living.

I do not believe

this should be

prosecuted as it

appears that

can

put forward the

defence of 7

years!’ continued

absence.

00052



Document disclosed under the Access to [Information Act -

Dogumen wulgue en vertu de

No. Rank & Name Unit First Second Explanation Recommendation

Marriage Marriage by Soldier

No. 3 Proper proof

C.A.R.U. should be ob-

apparent- tained and
ly now believes this case then

that his second prosecuted,

marriage has

been annuled.

No. le file indicates app- If further

Prov coy that arently be- investigation

has a wife lieves he has shows that

living in been divorced, was

Regina, sask. fhis tends to degally married

No It is not indicate that in Canada
WW clear whether the first and that no

she is a marriage was divorce has

s.19(1)

common law

wife or a legal

wife although

later corres~

pondence on the

file tends to

indicate that

was

legally married

in canada.

valid. been granted,

or that

did not have a

bona fide belief

that his

marriage had been

dissolved, this

case should be

prosecuted.

00052



Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act -

Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur I'accés a l'information

BIGAMY PROOF ¢ '

First Marriage

An expert in the law of the province where the
first marriage took place will give evidence that at the
present time the Registrar is under an obligation to keep a

record of all marriages. The Certificate of Marriage in the

first instance is, -therefore, admissible.

; The expert will then produce a Certificate of

the first marriage and will swear that it is in the form pre~

seribed by the law of the province concerned,

' The expert will then ‘further swear that in his
opinion the marriage, at the time it was performed, was a

valid marriage (assuming the facts in the Certificate of

Marriage to be correct).

Identity

A pay officer (Pay a) will produce MPM 16,
(application for DA) properly certified under RO 3131, under
AA 163. (This document contains an admission that the accused

was married incidentally). MFM 17 (Assignment of Pay) will alx

be produced. This witness will also produce MFM 2 (attestatim)

and MPM 5 (particulars of family).

The unit paymaster will then produce an acquit-

tance roll, or a pay book or some document signed by the

accused and the signature on which he can positively identify

as being that of the accused. He will compare this with the

signature of the accused on the other documents and testify

that the signatures, in his opinion, are identical. He will

further testify that the accused has not applied for any

cancellation of his DA.

Second Marriage

This will be proved by the production of the

Certificate of Marriage. This document proves itself and can

be obtained from the General Registry Office. This should be

produced by:-

one of the witnesses to the second marriage who i
shall identify the accused as one of the parties to the second

marriage, -

First Wife Alive at Time of Second Marriage /
Shall be done by evidence taken by Commission. /

The unit paymaster shall also testify as to this by stating ; «

that no application has been made for the cancellation of DA, t

00052
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Document disclosed under the Access to {nformation Act -

Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur I'accés @ l'information

“ - v

Commission Evidence

If possible the first wife should be called, but it mst

be remembered that she is’ not compellable, tho she is competent. If

she gives evidence she should corroborate the first marriage and strength-

en the identity angle by describing her husband, and, if possible,

produce a picture or photograph of him. = -

If the wife will not testify then any witness to the first

marriage can be called. Such a witness can give all the circumstances

surrounding the first marriage and this will enable the expert witness

to swear that the first marriage was definitely valid.

As to the actual question of the first wife being alive:-

a witness (the mother would be good) can declare that at
the date of the second marriage, the first wife was alive. This witness
canl also swear that the first wife married a soldier, and if possible,
can identify the husband by means of a description or picture of photo-

graph. Can swear that the accused married first wife oTM%..ecee date andthel
on seme date after the second marriage, the first wife was alive.

Ly
(E.K. McDougall) Captain
. JAG-Rev 3

Canadian Military Headquarters

000523



Document disclosed under the Access to information Act -

Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur I'accés & l'information

20/Bigamous/1 (AG5a)

MEMORANDUM b

JeA.G. (Courts) 3 Aug 43

First Canadian Army Signals

s.19(1)

le Herewith Pay file relating to the m/n soldier.

ee May the necessary action be taken please to review
the evidence available with a view to prosecuting the soldier
for his apparent bigamous marriage.

Se In view of the fact that this file is required by
Pay from time to time, it is requested that this case be given
any priority possible.

a hb Captain
A.G.5a

Canadian Military Headquarters

00052



~

Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act -

DoeyR AS THESES Lo fa.o# eur igecgs @ l'information

MEMORANDUM /

AsJAG. C4 7 Jul 43.
Bigamous Marriages in the U.K.

s.19(1)

Reference conversation, Lt.col. - Lt.col.

Le The files, as per attached list, relating to soldiers
suspected of commit ting the offence of oigamy , are handed you
herewith.

Ze It is understood that the evidence available in each

case will be considered by the J.A.G. Branch with a view to a decision
being reached as to whether the soldier will be prosecuted for

bigamy.

Se It is further understood that when the preliminary
investigation has been concluded, the whole question of prosecuting
these cases will be discussed with A.A.G. (Dis) with a view to
establishing the necessary procedure and machinery for prosecution.
It is appreciated that in some of the cases your recommendation
will probably be that the soldier be not prosecuted.

4e There are a number of additional files that will be

passed to you as soon as more complete information has been obtained,

but it is not expected that the total number of cases involved

will exceed 80.

_ (H.4.Martin) Captain
: 0G. 5ae

Att. 1. Canadian Military Headquarters 00052



Document disclosed under the Access to information Act -

Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur I'accés &@ l'information

U

s.19(1)

00052



Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act -

Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur faccés a l'information

20/Bigamous /1 (A.G.5a)

MEMORANDUM
¢
. 

|

WT a.deAeGe . - < 12 Jul 43

ye Marriages in the U.K.
Reference this H.Qe memorandum numbered as above and

dated 7 Jul 43.

il. Herewith four further files relating to the m/n matter:

2. The file of 10/ /l is also forwarded, as

apparently, in error, this file was not passed to you with this

H.Q. memo of 7 Jul 45.

“ms Wh hake
(H.A.Martin) Captain

AcGe5ae

Canadian Military Headquarters

00052



Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act -

Document divulgué en renee la Loi Bef gectse a@ l'information
20/Bigamous /L

MEMORANDUM a
AwJeA.Ge 8 Jul 43

Bigamous marriages in the U.K.

Reference this H.@. memo numbered as above and dated

7 Jul 43. ;

ov .

Le Herewith Gass further files relating to the m/n
matter. .

s.19(1)

(H.A.Martin) Captain
AeG.5a6

f. Canadian Military Headquarters

00052



Document disclosed under the Access to {Information Act -

2 BPE S NOUS peer é la bi surfigeces a Maen an

a MEMORANDUM . |

Awd AsGe . 19 Jul 43 C

Bigamous Marriages in the U.K.

1. Herewith 28 additional files relating to

pigamous marriages contracted in the U.K.

ee These cases were all brought to the attention

of this Headquarters by the C.P.M, and the CMHQ 10/ file does
not contain any information that would be of assistance. —

Oe _ The files handed you herewith complete all pending

bigamy files with the exception of not more than five additional

files that may require to be passed to you within the next

week.

4. . C.P.M. has requested that these pay files be returned

as soon as possible as they are in constant use.

he f ‘Bb ds aptain
We Ge 5a. ;

Canadian Military Headquarters

00052
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~ Docupr MARFaigué en vertu de la Loi sur 'qceés a l'information
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xf RE .

ADE LEGAL HISTORY) sess"
Lom ae otis al : {| sorryp

MERICAN SOLDIER TRIED is alle ,
j AT THE OLD BAILEY [|Gauthic

mt “News of th. World” Special . the fr}
- An American army sergeant,| sir ¢i .
Anthony Edward’ Peter, 44, of |secutir
Rochester, N.Y., is believed tolwith a«
have made legal history in being}Mile

y|dealt with at the Old Bailey instead |Bright!

of by.a U.S.A. court-martial. Bright!
it .

(| .He is thought to be the first
American ‘soldier to be charged at
an English court. The’ reason for,
his appearance at the Old Bailey
was that the offence—bigamy—was
committed while he was a civilian.
An authorisation of .the Home

Secretary was, however, produced
in court before he was allowed to
plead. .- ‘

Mr. Bertram Reece, prosecut-|
ing, said that Peter served over-

seas in the Canadian army in
the last war. Coming to England
in. 1917 he met Helen Mary

Collis, whom he: married at
Brighton in 1919. The following
year he joined the R.AF.

His wife did not see him after

December,.1921. when he was home.
on leave, until December, 1941,

when he appeared at her Brighton
home. He told ‘her: “I've come
2,000 miles to see you,” but shei>

replied: “I cannot see you’as I
am getting a divorce.” a

During the 20 years Peter had |i:

ne|centracted a bigamous marriage
Mid taken the woman to New
York, where a son was born. Later |y.
they returned to Scotland, where
the woman died in 1932. 5

In. March. last year he
bigamously married Margaret Ida
Wheddon at -Ellesmer Port,
Cheshire. - .

Miss Constance Colwill, defend-}j

ing, said Peter’s legal wife had
n{“ married” a man named Gerrard.

She obtained a decree nisi in|{ +

Feébruary, and when she obtained |.4
her decree absolute shortly she!
would be free to marry Gerrard
legally and Peter would ‘be free
to marry Wheddon. :

The Common, Serjeant | (Mr.
H. L. Beazley) said that although
he regarded bigamy as a “ blas-/

tphemous mockery,” *he saw .no

‘point in sending Peter to prison. a
He bound him over for 12 months,

Se

BABY ABANDONED h

A female child, about four [©

months old, was _ abandoned = ;
mtiverpool -streeVai ote . 00053
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Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act -

Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur f'accés afi tion

20/Bigamous/1 5 ¢
10/ fi

“ ‘ 10/ /l
(A.G. 5a)

27 Jul 43

Awd -A.Ge

Bigeamous marriages in the U.K.

l. Herewith two additional files relating to bigamous marriages

contracted in the U.K.:-

s.19(1) (with Pay file)

2. As the C.P.M. has requested that the pay files be returned
as soon as possible, may the file receive preferred attention,

please.

(H.A.Martin) Captain

A.G.5a

(Enel. 3) Canadian Military Headquarters.

00053 ~~

1 \



Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act -

Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur I'accés &@ l'information

. , | vo 20/Bigemous/1
. 10e / (A. os) 1Y

27 Jul 43

C.P.M. :

1 Cdn Gen Reinf Unit

Reference your PT/12/BIG. MARR IAGES/1 (Pay 2c) dated 23 Jul 43.

May the Pay file relating to the m/n soldier be ‘forwarded,
please, so that this alleged case of bigamy may be passed to the

J.A.Ge Branch for an opinion as to prosecution.

craakrtin) Captain
for D.A.G.

Canadian Military Headquarters.

s.19(1)

00053



Document disclosed under the Access to information Act -

Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur I'accés @ l'information

20/Bi ]oh gemous/ y ass:

10/ /1
(A.G.5a)

27 Jul 43

A.J-A.G.

Bigamous marriages in the U.K.

s.19(1)

1. Herewith two additional files relating to bigamous marriages
contracted in the U.K.:-

10/ / (vith Pay file)
10/

2. As the C.P.M. has requested that the pay files be returned

as soon as possible, may the ___ file receive preferred attention,

please. ,

(H.A.Martin) Captain

. A.G. 5a .

(£nc1. 3) . Canadian Military Headquerters.

00053



Document disclosed under the Access to {information Act -

PRAT EVP EMS TERT ES il adc a LinfPndtign
Chief Paymaster's Office.

23 Jul 43.

ow - \\FD LA.G.(a.G.5), aw
C.M.H.Q. (oye

Bigamous Marriages in the United Kingdom. in| 4 +0

Ll. Further to my letter numbered as above d/9 Jul 43
regarding the m/n subject. :

2. The following information regarding an additional
bigamous marriage contracted in the United Kingdom by a member
of the Canadian Army Overseas, is passed to you as requested:-

No. Name. Unit. Date and Place of
—— Bigamous Marriage.

1 Cdn.General St.Leonards-on-Sea,
Reinf. Unit. Sussex.

9 Sep 41.

s.19(1)

= t > .
ACiMOM. Wyndham) ,Major,
for Chief Paymaster,

Canadian Army Overseas.

” 6

LtlLA
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Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act 4
cument nous/t (A vertu de la Se oy facets a l'information

20/ Bigemous/1 (A.G.5 i %
ue,

C.P.i. (Pay 2c) - 7 22 Jul 43 !

Bigamous Marriaces in the UKs

ile Consideration is now boing given to prosecuting the.
uf/m soldiers who have apparently contracted bigamous marriages
in the * Key ‘ .

i Cdn Sigs REt Unit
1 Ned Regt RC she

Be The only ‘Anformation regarding the fact of tho bigamous
marriage in these cases is contained in your Pay fik May the

: pay fllos of these scolidiers be therefore forwarded please, so

s.19(1) that the same may be passed to the J.A.G. Branch for appropriate
actions

Se Receipt is acknowledged of the £8 files enclosed in your
letter of 16 Jul 43, and it is noted that the file of

will be forwarded as soon as locatede

(H.AeMartin) Captain
for DVA.G.

Canndian Military Headquarters

00053



Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act -

Docume®t'D ivulgag’ ep veltu WAR RE AGE SY aly "information

eo: (Pay 2c).

“~ <7 Chief Paymaster's Office
: 16 Jul 43. '

- DA.G.(A.G.58,
C.M.H.Q.

Bigamous Marriages in the United Kingdom.

1. Reference your 20/Bigamous/1 (A.G.5a) a/12 Jul 43
and attached list of PT Files required by you.

2. Herewith files as requested with the exception of

chedTM
which will be forwarded to you as soon as located.

5.19(1)- 3. For your further action.

ae he th eg:
AC M.iM.Wyndham) ,Major 7
for Chief Paymaster,

Canadian Army Overseas.

00053



Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act -

Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur I'accés @ I'in mation,

20/Bigemous /1 (A,G.5a) al

Bigamous Marrtares in the U.Ks

Le Consideration is now being given to prosecuting all Canadian

soldiers who havo contracted bigamous marriages in the U.K.

ee In some cases the only information regarding the fact of the

bigeamous marriage is containod in your Pay file. It is, therefore,

requested that the Pay files be forwarded rolating to the soldiers

as por attached list.

Se Those Pay files will bo forwarded to the J.A.G. Branch for
on opinion as to prosecution, and will then be returned to you.

It ils appreciated that thesec filos should be dealt with, and

returned to you, wlth o uinimum of delay, and in order that this

mey be done it 1s suggested that you forward nll files under the

seme cover, unless in any perticuler case an Aindividual filo mey take

- more than two or threo days to be located and forwarded.

‘ he For your necessary ection please.

(H.A,Martin) Captain
for D. Ae Ge

Canadian lWilitary Headquarters

Atte. le

00053



Document disclosed under the Access to {nformation Act -

Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi ee

| Seca
12 Fa Regt 10 Feb 42 —

Seaforth of C. 20 Jul 41

3 Fd Coy R.C.E. 29 Sep 41

61 Gen Tpt Coy 5 Jul 41

4 Fa Amb RCAC 2 Apr 42

s.19(1) ReOoR. 22 Jan 42
2Fd Regt | 26 Doc 41

1 Div Pet Coy 8 Nov 41
Seaforth of C 9 Jan 42

GelioHeG. 23 Aug 41
Haste & P.E.R. 29 Apr 42

HeQe, Ceo Ue 24 Dec 40

4 Sub-Depot

_ 2 Cdn B.0.D. 16 Nov 40

63 Eee AcDe £2 Apr 41
44 AA Regt 17 Sep 41
West N.S Re 28 Novy 40

i Cdn Arty Rft Unit 10 Aug 42

C.Ts5. ‘ 5 dul 41

26d Pk Coy 6 Aug 41
Calg. Highrs 50 Nov 41

1 Div Pet Coy 17 Mar 42
L Cdn AsS.C. Eft

Unit 17 Oct 42

48 Highrs 18 Oct 41
i Can N.EsTD, - 4 Oct 41
2 armd Bde 9 May 43
26 Fd Boy ReCoAe 27 Sep 41

8/XUK/BOB 6 Nov 41
ReWeRe 15 Aug 42
2 Cdn Par Coy 29 Dec 42

00053



Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act -

Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur I'accés @ l'infprmation

20/Bigamous/1 (A.G.5a) Le

wn MEMORANDUM

AcdseAncGe 12 Jul 43

Bigamous Marriages in the U.K.

Reference this H.Q. memorandum numbered as above and
dated 7 Jul 435.

l. Horewith four further files relating to the n/n matter:

10/ /k
10/ L/1
10/
10/ /L

2. The file of 10/ /1 is also forvarded, as
apparently, in error, this file was not passed to you with this
H.Q. memo of 7 Jul 435.

waikh> Captain
. AvGs5as

Canadian iilitery Headquartors

s.19(1)

00053



Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act -

Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur I'accés &@ l'information

PT/12/BIG.MARRIAGES/1 (Pay 2c). \

Chief Paymaster's Office,

°* e .Q

9 Jul 43. / J

Q 6 AY, |

Bigamous Marriages in the United Kingdon.

1. Further to my letter numbered as above 4/18 Jun 43 ‘regarding the
m/n subject.

D.A.G, (A.G.5),
C.M.H

2. The following is a further list of personnel of the Canadian Army
Overseas who have contracted bigamous marriages in the United Kingdom, and

is passed to you as requested,

No. Name. Unit. Date & Place of Bigamous Marriage.

2 Cdn. Gen. Pioneer Coy. 29 Dec 42, Alloa, Clackmannanshire

s.19(1)

ton br
A/ (M.M. Wyndham), Major, ” 7

for Chief Paymaster,

Canadian Army Overseas,

+ 00054
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Document disclosed under the Access to {nformation Act -

PT/1.2/ DPRD MEMES E 4e(lplalgur nerds @ Vinformeston

> Caiet Paymaster 's Office i

DAG. (A,G.5).

C.M.H,&. 19 JUN 1943
my , Canadian Military

Bigamous Marriages in the ated. Pinedon.
SLB es Ce

1. Further EsSibe eS Cter numbered as above and 4/12
‘Jun 43, regarding the m/n subject.

e. The following is a further lst of personnel of

- the Canadian Army Overseas who have contracted bigamous

s.19(1) marriages in the United Kingdom, and is passed to you as

requested,

Date and Place

No, Name, Unit, of Bigamous Marriage

1 C.E.R.U, Kenmuir Church /
Manse ,Glasgow,

14 Aug 42,

3 Field Coy.RCE, All Saints Catholic

Church, Rear

Presbytery, Chichele

Road ,Oxted,Surrey.

29 Sep 41.

ee ed
(M.M.Wyndham) ,Major,

for Chief Faymaster,

Canadian Army Overseas,
00054



Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act -

Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur I'accés &@ l'information

CENTRAL REGISTRY
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P Mien shied arsine ie bd lhl 9 16 dation
Chief Faymaster's Office

DeAeG. (AG,5), 1k Jun 43, JAC
C.MH.Q. *) PA. je > 16/!9"5., IT}

Bigamous Marriages in the United Kingdom,

1. Further to my letter numbered as above,d/28 May 43
regarding the m/n subject,

2. The following information regarding an additional

s.19(1) bigamous marriage .contracted in the United Kingdom by a member
of the Canadian Army Overseas, is passed t® you as requested:

No, Name, Unit, Date and Place of
, 7 Bigamous Marriage,

Royal Canadian Regt. Register Office,

Blackburn,

County of

Blackburn,

19 Apr 41,

Ke ;

~~ (MM, Wyndham) ,Ma jor,

for Chief Paymaster,

Canadian Army Overseas,

00054



Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act -

Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur I'accés &@ l'information
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D.A.G. ( A.G.5).
C.1M.H.Y.

Bigemous Marriages in the Unite

Document a Wale under Tis MAS to SrA Act -
os y cument dikigyé ébayeR retin

Chief Paymaster ts. or ug
nS (ge 43,

be
1. Further to my letter numbered as above,d/21 May 43 regarding
the m/n subject.

ee The followiig i: nformation regarding an additional bigemous,

marriage contracted in the United Kingdom by a member of the
Canadian Army Overseas, is passed to you as requested:-

No. Name. Unit. Date and Place of
Bigamous Marriage.

HQ.Sin. 5 Cdn Armd. Farncombe,Surrey,

Brigade. Hoagland.

9 May 43.

s.19(1)

v lf

ee ther Li Pg 7
(1r.2".vyndiam) ,liajor.

for Chief Paymaster,

Ceacéian Arry Overseas.

00054
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t . Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act -

Document divulgué en yertu de la Loi sur I'accés a l'information

20/Bigamous /L (A.G.5a) oy

MEMORANDUH

AsdoAsGe 8 Jul 43

Bigsmous marriages in the U.K. |

Reference this H.Q. memo numbered as above and dated
7 Jul 43.

FOUR
le Herewith theee further filos relating to the m/n
matters

10/ hv.
10, “

10, /1Vv

hey liv

s.19(1) ; .

GreAanrtan) Captain
A.G.5a5

Canadian Military Headquarters

00054



Bigamous Marriaces in the Usk.

o~ Sittin tetemtad

¢ Document disclosed under the Access to Informati n Act -
20ASamenndivatsyebn ve. hy & jade, jer L ay" in, rmation

MEMORANDUM |

AsdsAaGe _ 4 Jul 43.

Reference conversation, Lt.col. ~ Lt.cols

Le The files, as per attached List, relating to soldiers
suspected of committing the (offence of bigamy, are handed you
horewiths

Ze It is wnderstood that the evidence available in each

case will be considered by the J.A.G. Branch with a view to a decisl
being reached as to whether the soldier will be prosecuted for mt

| bigamy. ‘4

It is further understood that when the preliminary

thvesttgation has been concluded, the whole question of prosecuting
these cases will be discussed with A.AsG. (Dis) with a view to
establishing the necessary procedure and machinery for prosecution.
It is appreciated that in some of the cases your recommendation

will probably be that the soldier be not prosecuted.

Le there aré a number of additional files that will be
passed to you as soon as more complete information has been obtained,

. but it is not expected that the total number of cases involved

s.19(1)

wili exceed 80,

ie sake Captain
AG «Die

Att. 1. Canadien Military Headquarters



Document disclosed under the Access-to information Act -

Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur I'accés &@ linformation

. | q 5

s.19(1)
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Document disclosed under the Access to information Act -

SOS PUR WAR ela payne
a Ot we Paymaster's ‘aap

BY nBY ©) /

D.A.G.(A.G.5) 4 SSS ©C.M.H.Q. 43 § s/s zo] Ma
Marriages in t ernited Kisgydom

lL. Further CoE numberea as above and 4/8 May 43
regarding the m/n subject.

2. The following is a further list of personnel of the

Canadian Army Overseas who have contracted bigamous marriages

in the United Kingdom, and is passed to you as requested:-

No. Name. Unit. Place and Date of

: Bigamous Marriage.

abvedy nih, Cdn.ASC.Reinf. Mentham.
Unit. 26 Jul 41.

1 C.A.R.U. St.Paults & S.

George's Episcopal

Church,Bdinburgh.

10 Aug 42,

9 
.

9, (uM. Wyndham ) Major, 7777
for Chief Paymaster,

Canadian Army Overseas.

00055
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Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur I'accés a l'information
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Document disclosed under the Access to information Act -

Peet opUghe MVARA GHB acl & oy nfcchenton
. . Chief Paymester's Office

‘. 8 May 43, ~%

CMB mae
Bigamous Marriages in the Unitéd Kingdom. Q no

1, Further to my letter numbered as above and a/1 May 43,
regarding the m/n subject.

2, The following is a further list of personnel of the Canadtan
Army Overseas who have contracted bigamous marriages in the United
Kingdom, and is passed to you as requested:-

Place and Date of
No, Name, Unit, Bigamous Marriage

se oo a 1 Cdn, Arty. Sutton, Surrey. /-
Reinf, Unit. 2 Jun ha, o

Essex Scottish Parish Charen, peony”
Oe as Regiment, County of Surrey.

5.19 Rs % 1b May He,19(1) %

= & 4 e 4 i
RA? ut oe _ - dl

ier

- M,M, Wyndham) Major,
on at for Chief Paymaster,

vo Canadian Army Overseas,

Za a ® % Aon iia ao hay

00055
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Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act -

a) re
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Coe BE

D, (A.G.5), SS
C,

. 
ow

A.G,

M.H.Q

MBigamous Marriages in the United Kingdom,

* Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur taecteg enati

PT/12/BI G, MARRIAGES/1(Pay 2c),
Chief Paymaster's Office.
1 May 43,

ae Cagarmo |!
Wa,

1 Further to my letter numbered as above and a/16 Apr 43,regarding the m/n subject,

2, The following is:a further list of personnel of theCanadian Army Overseas who have contracted bigamous marriages inthe United Kingdon, and 1s passed to you as requested:=-

Unit,

1 Cdn, Ordn, Reinr.

Unit,

48 Highlenders of
Canada,

s.19(1)

“OS

1 C,A,8,(R.C,0.8).

1 Medium Regt, RCA,

Plsece and date of
_Bigamous Marriage,

Parish Church,
Ashtead, Surrey,
2 Jul 41,

St.Mary's Church,
Surrey.

22 Dec Ho,

St.John's,Highbury,
Islington, Borough of
Islington,
7 Sep 41,

74 Gordon St., Glasgow,
Regi stered-District
of Blythswood,
24 Nov 41,

}A Pe
(M.M. Wyndham) , Major, ,
for Chief Paymaster,

Canadian Army Overseas.

00055
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Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur acces @ Finformation
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a Doctgnent disclosethunder the Acces; to ! oration Act -
oe Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi bur i Ting

Dis. ESA Nee (Sis)
<< 7°L 27s 3 q [us 3 Sanadian Military roo

fw , SWAY 1943
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Document disclosed under the Access t

Document divulg extu de la Loi sur:



é ( Document disclosed under the Access to information Act -
PR/L2 /EPEQUMA REECE D fe eRe Bash ¢Fngorption

” / _ CHIEF PAYMASTER'S OFFICE.

eg - ‘\ 16 Apr 43.
> S A? APRIMB ; os

Ge GA.G.5) 6. Cm spitttay ip ; oS \ a. . . . bi 2 /: A
. Senge yeeXe ae tt Ye

Narriages in theuniiied Kinedon.

* Further to my letter numbered as above and a/19 Mar
5, regarding the m/n subject.

2. The following is a further list of personnel of the
Canadian Army Overseas who have contracted Digamous marriages
in the United Kingdom, and is passed to you as requested:-

Noe Name. Unit. Place and date of

Bigamous Marriage.

1 Cdn.ASC.R.U. Waltharistow, Dssex.

17 Oct 42.

4 Sub\Depot. Garrison Church,
i Cdn ‘Base ord. Borden. Hants.

Depot .Rcoc. 16 Nov 1940.

a Oe,PO Gan. Wyndham), Major.
Yor Chie? Paymaster,

Canadian Army Overseas.

00055
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20/Bigamous/1l (4,G.5a)

MEMORANDUM iC, )

PD hal 5 im gridn 6 Apr 46
Bigamous Marriages in on brAe . ) Brigadier,
the United Kingdom geben ee

‘APR 2 3 1943 Codtdian Mibtary Headquarters,

1. There are now on record 70 cases of bigamy.

In three of these cases disciplinary action is being taken, or is

under consideration, due to special considerations in these cases.

The remaining 67 cases are noted, but no action is being taken

pending N.D.H.Q. taking the necessary action to make available

commissioneg evidence for use im Canada’. :

2. Information is available covering the date of

the bigamous marriage in most of the above cases - and an analysis

appears hereunder.

Bigamous marriages contracted during 1940. 7

m. on oon " first 6 months '41 16
tt tt tt "W last " tt w 21

Jt " " " first " "#42 #121
" tt " t Last t tt 142 10

" " ’ " " 1943 to date 2

Be , The fact that prosecutions for bigamy have occurred,
and the results published in Overseas R.Os., may have had some

deterrent effect in reducing the number of bigamous, marriages con-

tracted during the last 15 months. A more probablg explanation
is, however, that the wives concerned have not yet become sufficiently

curious about the lack of dependents allowance - as the large majority

of cases of bigamy coming'to light reached this Headquarters through

the C.P.M. as the result of some application for dependents allowance

or request for information. .

4. It is understood that a draft P.C. authorizing

the use of commissioneg® evidence in Canada was received from N.D.H.Q.

some weeks ago, and returned without any suggestions for substantial

changes.

De In view of the number of cases in which prosecutions

for bigamy are pending, it is recommended -

Oo. (a) that cable action be taken,to expedite obtainin“ a at cable action be taken. p aining Lar

5 (ihe) the power to take evidence on commission., ——_
( ( that consideration be given to the problem of making

: . available legal personnel in prosecuting these cases.

a In this regard, it is suggested that all cases now
7 pending, or arising hereafter, should be referred to

¢ y J.A.G. Branch C.M.H.Q., for the purpose of obtaining a
q ° = the necessary evidence in Canada - but that the for-

mabions concerned should furnish their own prosecutors.
9THY Bries

S 00056
“aan Wess "ADR 2 4A 1943 /CONTINUED OVERLEAF 1
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ca

5 (Cont'd)

There should not be any special difficulty in obtaining a
conviction in all proper cases once conmissionéa evidence is

available.

66 “or your consideration, please.

PC fale
(H.A-Martin) Captain

(A,G.5a)
Canadian Military Headquarter

Pe. RASG- Dal 12 Qu 43.

Ci
| {c. H. Walker) Lieut.-Col.

A.A.G.(Dis)

Canadian Military Headquar
ters.

97 APR 1943

Qoe

000562
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PT/12/BIG,MARBIAGES/1 (Pay-ecy—
Chief Paymaster's Office

\ 19 Mar 43, | 7
, PAF 1

JAG, (A, G.5 Ye Ba ks “aN
CIMIHIQ, ens | 2

Bigamous Marriages in “A, Ganadian Military |
the United Kingdom, we A Qué

1. ’ Further to my letter numbered as above,d/12 Mar 43,
regarding the m/n subject,

2 The following is a further list of personnel of
the Canadian Army. Overseas who have contracted bigamous marriages
in the United Kingdom and is passed to you as requested:~

Unit,

26 Field Bty, RCA,

First Cdn, Army

Reception Camp,

Seaforth Highlanders

of Canada,

Royal Winnipeg Rifles,

s.19(1)

Place and date of

Bigeamous Marriage,

St. Ninians Mission,

Church, Seaton,

Abérdeen,

27 Sep 41,

Register Office,

Brentford, Middlesex,
22 Jun Ho, 7

All Saints R.C, Church

rear of Presbytery

Chichele Rd. Oxted,
Surrey,South Eastern

Surrey,

20 Jul 41,

Register Office,

Lewes,

15 Aug 42,

pCR DnEipe AD Prag
(M,M.Wyndham), Major.
for Chief Paymaster,

Canadian Army Overseas,

00056
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pa/12/ aE SPRRREREER TT (Bayes re
. Chief Paymaster's Office

‘ cx, 12 Mar 43.

DA, G,(4.G.5).
C_MLH.@.

Bigamous Marriages in

the United Kingdom.

1. Furtheréto, my etter numbered as above, a/5 Mar 43,
regarding the m/n subject.

2 The following informatio

bigamous marriage contracted in the
of the Canadian Army Overseas, is Pp

Unit. Place and Date of
Bi gamous Marriage.

61 Cdn.Gen.Transport Register Office, Bove.

Coy., RCASC, 23 Aug 41.

n regarding an additional

United Kingdom by a member

assed to you as requested:-

No, Name,

(M.M,Wyndham), Major.

for Chief Paymaster, .

Canadian Army Overseas.

s.19(1)

00056
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- POgeqmeytestivwleug arvana:la coysyr Mecges 4 linkgrnge
Chief Paymaster's Office,

ore
Further to my letter numbered as above, 4/26 Feb 43,

pM&.G. (4.6.5),
C.M.H.Q.

Bigamous Marriages in
the United Kingdom,

1.

regarding the m/n subject.

2, . The following information regarding an additional bigemous

marriege contracted in the United Kingdom by a member of the Canadian

Army Overseas, is passed to you as requested:—

Place and date ofNo. ‘Name, Unit,
Bigamous Marriage,

Lu Sec, C,A,C.Workshop,
R,C,0.6, Unknown,

a ry
i (M.M,Wyndham),Major.,

for Chief Paymaster,

Canadian Army Overseas.

s.19(1)

SERVINGS
PETS
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Docume ivulgué en vertu de laLoi sur l'accés a I'iefgri jon
nSaguicatious /L 7 ;

fil5.19(1) 10/

_* (A.G.5a)

MEMO 6 Mar 43

i. Information from A.G.7a received this
date is that _ __ __ » 2 CCCs

RCAMC may be guilty of a bigamous marriage
on. 21 dun 41 to the woman now known as

ee This memorandum is placed on the. policy
file pending clarification of the policy on

prosecution for bigamy in the Canadian Army

Overseas.

Cass) Captain

(A.G. 5a)

Canadian Military H.Q. 00056
8

(F.Ms
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Va Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur I'accés a I'info! fon

Me. | ZhXe PT/12/BIG, MARRIAGES/1
> RECS (Pay 2c).& Chief Paymaster's [rrice

( . f26 Feb h3, -- .
D.A.G, (A.G, 

|CMHQ. ©, 24 FEB igo:
. 

wos “Adley | ty
‘Bigamous Marriages in a
the United Kingdom, at

lL. ' Further to my letter numbered as above, 4/19 Feb 43,
regarding the m/n subject.

2. The following information regarding an additional
bigamous marriage contracted in the United Kingdom by a member
of the Canadian Army Overseas, is passed to you as requested: -

No, Name. 3 Unit, Place and date of
; 

Bigamous Merriege.)

(33 Coy)RCASC, Brighton Methodist
1 Army Tank Bde. Church.

ae Coy, 26 Deo He.

), Mejor.

Paymaciter,

Army Overseas,

for ¢

Canadian

00056
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ee

& Bre wepouey
Se aetragn #4eq s61 63102

D.A.G.(A.G.8,
C.M.H.Q, a

Bigamous Marriages in

the United Kingdom,

1 Further to my letter,
regarding the m/n subject.

Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act -
Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur acces a [i tiPt/ 13/7 BY G, MABRI ABES/4 (‘Bay "Weryan
Chief Paymaster's Office,
19 Feb 43, i 13

2G (7 F

numbered as above, d/5 Feb 43,

2. The following is a further list of personnel of the
Canadian Army Overseas who have contracted bigamous marriages
in the United Kingdom, and is passed to you as requested:-

No, Name, Unit.

1 Cdn. Corps Troops
Carrying Coy.

Place and date of
Biganous Marriage.

Durham Eastern, 4

County Durham,
26 May 42,

St.Mary's Church,

Aldermaston, Berg

1 Can, ASC.Reinf.Unit, Register cee

00057
0 .
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Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur 'accés &@ l'infbynggOn

PT/12/BIG.MARRIAGES/1.(Pay 2c).
Chief Paymaster's Office.
5 Feb 43,

D.A.G.(A.G.5). al.
C.M.H.&, 24 gre .

Bigamous Marriages in
the United Kingdom. 210

1. Further to my letter, numbered as above, 4/1 Feb 43
regarding the m/n subject.

2. The following information regarding an additional
bigamous marriage contracted in the United Kingdom by a member
of the Canadian Army Overseas, 1s passed to you as requested:-

No. Name. Unit. Place and date

of Bigamous Marriage.

2 Field Regt. Register Office,
R.C.E,. Surrey North-Eastern,

County of Surrey.

$-19(1) _— 26 Dec 41. LY“

for Chief Paymaster,
Canadian Army Overseas.

00057
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Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur I'accés @ pp
PT/12/BIG. MARRIAGES/#

(Pay 2c).

, Chief Peymaster's Office.
1 Feb 43.

D.A.G.(A.G.5).
C.M.H.Q,

Bigamous Marriages in

the United Kingdom.
(Opa

wo, Further to my letter numbered aa above, 4/18 Dec 42
regerding the m/n subject.

2, There were no bigamous marriages contracted by

personnel of the Canedian Army Overseas reported to me for the

month of Jan 43,

i), Mejor.,

Lef Paymaster,

Canadtber Anmy Overseas.

¥ 00057
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Pa — 29/4 Div/1 — |
- : (JAG Int Law i)

24 pec 42,

H.}. 4 Gdn Armd Div
(Att. A.D.J.A.)

Bigamy Prosecution -
Law and tvidence

i. Reference m/n. Snelosed herewith is
a copy of the memorundum, dated 22 Dee 42,

. Which was discussed in telephone conversation,

Capt. Hall ~ Capt. carrick, of today.

t ‘ _ . .

WW. P. (yon ’

(V.\.f. Anglin) Colonel

D od etree ,

Canadian Military Headquarters.

{Ac

TCT? = A copy of the memorandum sent
=" ts on file 29/opinions/1/4, To 153.44

00057
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~= 29/Pirst Cdn Army/1 --
(JAG Int Lew 1) | 4

24 Deo 42,

H.Q. First cdn Army

5 (Att. Ded sAe)

» Bigamy Prosecution - . :
Law and wvidence

l. Reference m/n. Lieut. Morden will have

handed you a copy of the memorandum prepared on

this subject by the Branch, dated 22 Dec 42.

2 For your information, a copy of the

memorandum has also been furnished to the D.Jd.A.,

1 Cdn Corps, A.D.J-A. 1 Cdn Div and A.D.J.A. 4 Cdn

Armd Div.

t — &
ly P (myer

fr (P.d. Nontague ) Ia jor-Ge neral
JeAG. .

canadian Army Overseas.

jam
ROT? ~ A copy of the memorandum sent

" 4a on file 29/opinions/1/4, Fo 193+ he.

00057
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Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur l'accés a iy

PT/1L2/BIG.MARRIAGES/1
(Pay 2c). .

CHIEF PAYMASTER'S OFFICE.

- \ 18 Dec 42.
DeA.Gey (A.G.5-) oe
C.M.H.Q. oA\ Gx?

Bigamous marriages in

the United Kingdom.

l. Further to my letter, numbered as above, 4/4 Dec 42
regarding the m/n subject.

2. The following information regarding an additional
bigamous marriage contracted in the United Kingdom by a member

of the Canadian Army Overseas, is passed to you as requested:-

No. Name. Unit. Piace and Date of
2 Field Park Bigamous Marriage.

Coy., R.C.E. Bpsom, Surrey.

6 Aug 41.

s.19(1)

00057
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Evidence on Commission ~
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rs * ¥ Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act <

COPY SPATE dyes AD vertu de la Loi guy Herar§s a Finformathen

BOMBER MAL |

3 Dec 42,"

The Secretary,

Department of National Defence (Army)
Ottewa, Canada

(Attention Judge Advocate General)

CourtseMartial Proceedings

l, Reference my letter of 2 Oct 42 (1o/Davideon, Ved e/1);
in reply to you HQ 4o05eD,115(A,D,1), wherein I suggested thet
consideration be given to the provision of a procedure, in the

administration of military law, similar to that of taking
evidence on commission as used in the Civil Courts,

2 I have th advise thatthe necessity for disciplinary
action in certain cases overseas, makes it highly desirable that
some legal provision be male in this regard, This Headquarters
has under consideration, at the present time, a number of cases
involving alleged bigeamous marriages by officers and soldiers and,
as well, there have been referred to this Headquarters, from time

to time, cases involving digiplinary action against soldiers, now
overseas, for offences alleged to have been committed in Canada,

3 A disposition of such cases is not possible under
present means of proof because certain elements of the alleged

offences occurred in Canada, and witnesses to prove the same are.

not available in the U.K.

4. It is, therefore, guegested that an appropriate
P.C. Order be passed enabling the evidence of such witnesses to be

taken in Canada on commission for use in courts-martial proceedings

overseas. It may be desirable to draft such P.C. Order in such

manner as would enable such evidence to be taken on commission in

any circumstances, that is to say, there may be cases inthe future

in which similar evidence would be required for proceedings in

', Ganada where the witnesses are overseas.

5. , A somewhat similar provision is found in the

Canadian. Criminal Code, Sec. 997, which provides, inter alia, that
whenever it is made to appear to the satisfaction of a judge, or

magistrate, that any person residing out of Canada is able to give

material information relating to any indictable offence, he may

appoint a commissioner to take evidence, upon oath, of such persons,

8. A draft P.c. Order, in this regard, has been pre~

pared at this Headquarters and a copy thereof, with a copy of ex-

pianatory notes, is enclosed herewith for such use’ as you care to

make thereof. It is now considered, however, that the matter might

better be dealt with in a different manner, and it is suggested

that a short P.C. Order be passed generally authorizing the use

of evidence on commission in courts-martial and other disciplinary

proceedings, notwithstanding any act, rule, regulation or law to

the contrary, and providing that the Judge Advocate General, at

N.D.H.Q., have power to make all necessary rules and regulations

governing the procedure therefor, and that such rules and regu-

lations, when published, have the same force and effect in law as

if contained in the P.cC. Order, It is considered that from exper-

ience gained ‘inthe practival application of such rules and regu-

lations, from time to time, it may be necessary to make certain

alterations therein and, consequently, it would be more convenient

if such alterations could be made and published by the Judge Advocate

eoee/

. 00057
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Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act -
Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur l'accés a l'information

General, as occasion requires, rather than by an amending P.C.e (
Order.

7. I would ask that this matter be given early
consideration in view of the many c ases presently pending, and

further that any draft P.C. Order, in this regard, be submitted
to me for consideration before it is presented to the Governor
in Councitt.“TM- -— 7

— —nsllTEm Se eee ee —

(sed) (P.J.Montague) Major-General
Senior Officer,

oo Canadian Military Headquarters.

(sg4) “ .
JK. .

A.J.A.G.(Legal Sec) C.M.H.Q.

,

4

‘ ‘

“ 000577
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D yen divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur I'accés a l'inforfagfion

oe . af PT/12/BIG, MARRIAGES/1/
Ne Ex wh (Pay 2c),

© Gg OY ae E ft Chief Paymaster's Office

ft SODA. G, (4.6.5), ons 4 Dec 42,
we aioe” Atve i a.% oO, ME, e 3 A\ yt -

Bigamous Marriages 4n g
the United Kingdon,

1. Further to my letter numbered as above a/16
Nov 42 regarding the m/n subject.

2. The following is a further list of personnel
of the Canadian Army Overseas who have contracted bi genous
marriages in the United Kingdom, and is passed to you as
requesteds-

No, Name, Unit, . Place and date of
Bigamous Marriage,

Essex Scottish Qaughton,
(Now P,O,W, ) Birkenhead, 5 Oct 41,

Carleton and York Registry Office, f
Regiment, Croydon,

16 May 41,

(P/K ), Co¥onel,

Paymaster,

my Overseas,

00057
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‘ UDEPARTEENT OF HATIONAL DRFSZNCT f / Hy
- Army -

aoe d under the Access to Information Act -

H.Q. 54-27=3241 F. D..4 (A.P.2),
TTAVA, Canada,

7th Maren, 19425. .-

All District Officers Commanding .

‘BIGAMOUS MARRIAGES

From time to time reports are received at

Defence Headquarters which indicate that bigamous
marriages are contracted by personnel of the Canedian

Army. Such marriages entail needless suffering on
the part of those victimized, and result in the un-

lawful payment of dependents! allowance,

26 , Bigamous marriages fall into two classes -

(i) married men, who, on enlistment declare
themselves bo be single, and subsequentl:”
obtain permission to marry;

(ii) single men who obtain permission to marry
women who are already married, In some

cases the fact that the woman is marriéd

is known to the soldier, and in other

cases he believes her to be ‘Bingle,

3, More. than one instance has occurred: of a
soldier, who, at the time of enlistment, declared he was

senarated from his wife - subsequently he applied for
permission to marry and such permission was eranted by
his Commanding Officer, The granting of permission to
marry under such circumstances clearly indicates neglect
on the part of the Commanding Officer, who, had he per-

sonally checked the man's documents, would have discovered

his marital status.

4, Before granting permission to marry, the

Commanding Officer will ensure that the provisions of

Routine Order 808, as amended by Routine Order 947, have
been complied with. | ‘Referring particularly to para. 2(a)
of Routine Order 808, the Commanding Officer will, if he
considers such a course desirable, interview the intended
wife or consult her parents or guardian. If this is not

possible, through distance or objection on the part of the

prospective bride, he will endeavour to obtain the necessary |
character reference through one of the social services at ~

his disposal.

5. By rigid compliance with the regulations and con-

scientious inquiry into the bona fides of every case,there a

should be a material decrease in the H// of bigamous

marriages now reported. “Ne

WU eLihec |
Copies to: 2 as ‘Letson)

, , Sajoe- -General,
G.O.C. in C., Atlantic Command, Ad jutant-General, ‘
G.0.C. in C., Pacific Command, ’ R187 ra

G.0.C, 4th Can, (Armd) Div,, Heads of Directorates
Comma eee OR ener at » Officers Administering Corts, N.D.H..

MC, Commandant, Ottawa Areajeads of Branches, N.D.H.Q.

00058 ,-
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. ay
? 20/Bigamous/1 \

(ATAG)

20 Nov 42. oo .

QS “on osase we

A.A.G,. (Pers) get GS ee
: por phe) weg

\ . er
1. Reference your

Minute II to fo 12 next attached.

2. A P.C. Order author-

izing commission evidence, as

indicated on Fo 12, has been

drafted and is now being revised.

3 This is a matter of

considerable difficulty as there

must be considerable variation

of the Rules of Procedure etc.

in order to achieve the

purpose intended.

4, It is expected that

the draft P.C. Order will be

available for approval by the

D.d.A.G. at the beginning of next

week, ‘

(7. lly) oy "
Cows). A.JT.A.G. 00058

Canadian Military Headqua#ters.
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.to provide for the use of commission

wat TM

‘~ Décument diSclosed under the Access to informat oa
Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur I‘accés a lis{Qtmation

20/Bigamy/1

(A.D.A.G. (B))

18 Nov 426

A.A.G. (Pers).

1. IT pass you this file which, as you will

see, is rapidly accumulating/substantial list of offenders.

Ze Recently we discussed the quéstion the

qQuestion.of asking Canada to take the negessery steps
» particu-

larly for cases of this nature.

Oe In bigamy cases, the necessity for proving

the original marriage and the identity of the parties

thereto, and also the subsistence of the marriage at

the time the offence occured, are likely to prove a

bar to successful prosecution. Except in the few

odd instances where such evidence may be obtained over

here, or where there is circumstantial evidence of such
a nature as to satisfy a Court on these points, it is \
practically impossible to secure a conviction.

4. I agree with you that it would be almost
hopeless to try to dispose of these cases by way of
bigamy charges unless and until commissioned evidence
can be utilized.

5. Will you please expedite this matter and submit

a draft cabhe setting out our request to Canada, and
stressing the urgent need for early action.

h}) Colonel

A.D.AG.(B)
Canadian Military Headquarters.

(2Qs-c» oduae bee
“\lig Pete Norv abo-de)

LAN N® . Bee,

00058
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PT/12/BIG.MARRIAGES/1. (Pay 2c)
i Chief Paymaster's Office.

DeAeGe (A.G.5)-

16 Nov. 42. |

C.M.H.Q. eee
Bigamous Marria i 00S

mou es in

the united Kingdom. . (Ps

i. Further to my letter numbered as above 4/6 Nov 42
regarding the m/n subject.

\

Le The following is a further list of personnel of the

Canadian Army Overseas who have contracted bigamous marriages
in the United Kingdom, and is passed to you ap requested;:-

No. . Name. Unit. Place and date of

Bigamous Marriage.

4 Field coy.RCE. Registry office.

Surrey, South

Fasterne

1 Feb 41.

cdn. Training Registry Office. /
School. Batterseas. London

“ 5 Jui 41.

3 Cdn.Field Coy. Unknown. Vv
RCE. Sep 41.

1 Cdn.General Daknown 9 f
Reinf.unit.

1 cdn. N.E.T.D. Aldershot, +
Hampshire /
4 Oct 41.

_ s.19(1)

A (P.Kelly),“%colonel.
' Chief Paymaster,

Canadian army Overseas.

00058
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PT/ POET EMMA RY RES te! spipacts serpy”
Chief Paymaster's Office,
2 Nov. 42, a

DLA.G,(A,G.5),C.M.H.Q, | rot I!
Bigamous Marriages inthe United Kingdom, | ai aj fiBlee

1, Further to my letter numbered as above d/10 Oct
42, regarding the m/n subject,

2, The following is a further list of personnel of the
Canadian Army Overseas who have contracted bigamous marriages

_ in the United Kingdom, and ia passed to you as requested:-~

No, Name, : Unit. Place and date of
Bi gamous Marriage,

oneHastings & Prince Slurcham-by-Sea,
Edward Regiment, West Sussex, [b-

29 Apr 42,

R,C.E,, formerly
attached C.M.H.Q, Not available a
now attached 1 Cdn, at present,
Engineer Reinf.Unit,

A
ghee(P.KeMy),

Chier Paymaster,
Canadian\Army Overseas’
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' (Pay 2c)

Chief Paymaster's Office,
6 Nov 42,DA, stacasy Z —

| ON HG, . . Roy (Gomis /
Bigamous Marriages in . e

' v3}
the United Kingdom,

1, Further to my letter numbered a's above a/2 Nov
42, regarding the m/n subject,

2. The following information, regarding an
additional bigamous marriage contracted in the United
Kingdom by a member of the Canadian Army Overseas, is
passed to you as requested:

Place and date ofNo, Name, _Unit, Bigamous Marriage,

A EH Royal Cdn, Regiment, Fylde, County p57”
Lancaster,

22 Jan he,

s.19(1) “ Dy bef
, ey

& (PK ) Colonel,
S&S ¢ Paymaster,

oy Canedian Sumy Overseas.
oy” .

00058
9
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CENTRAL REGISTRY?
Cam. Wil. Ha
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PT/12/BIG.MARRIAGES/1=——"

(Pay 2c)
Chief Paymaster's Office

ge 2s Con 3 Get Ne.

sit
Attention Capt.Edmison.

Bigemous Marriages in

the United Kingdom

.

_i. Further to my letter numbered as above d/2é Sep 42, regarding the
m/n subject.

e. The following is a further list of personnel of the Canadian Army
Overseas who have amtracted bigamous marriages in the United Kingdom
and is passed to you as requested;-

No. Name. Unit. Place and date of
ee, Bigeamous Marriage. /

& Cdn.Recce.Regt. Clapham, London.s.w.4

2 Feb 42, /

3 Group. 1 Cdn.Div. Christ Church, Epsom,

Ord.Workshop,RCOC. County of Surrey,
England.

11 Jun 41.

. $.19(1) .

| Pf

: (P Kelly), van
Crisf Paymester,

Canedian Avmy Oversees

toonatetintnnn Q Beh Oy

00059,
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Chief Paymaster's Office,

DAG. (A.G.5)., \"" Sep 42,
@ C.M.H.Q

“Bigamous Marriages in oe
the United Kingdom, ays gx Attention Capt. Edmison,

1. Further to my letter numbered as above, 4/11 Sep 42,
regarding the m/n subject,

2. The following is a further list of personnel of the

Canadian Army Overseas who have contracted bigamous marriages in
the United Kingdom, and is passed to you as requested:

Place and date of
No, Name, Unit. Bigamous Marriage

4 Cdn, Recce,Bn, Croydon Surrey.
22 Apr 4,

1 C,4.5.0, RU. Mershan, Survey
26 Jul 41,

12 Cdn, Fd, Regt. Scotland, a
10 Feb 42,

4 Fla. Amb, Not known. Bf
2 Apr 4e

4 Lt, A.A, Regt, ,RCA, Hendon, Wiadlesexy”
17 Sep 41,

v

s.19(1)

Colonel,,
Chief Paymaster,

Canadian Army Overseas
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CENTRAL REGISTRY

Can. Mil. H.Q,

Last trace. 42...
Date.Z, ALE, 5 A Lod Wadena d
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20/Bigamous/1

A.G.5a &

15 Sep 42

MEMORANDUM

Tos:

A.A.G. (Pers)

“BIGAMOUS MARRIAGES IN U.K,

‘il. At folios 3,4, and 5, are listed the names of 20 soldiers
who are known to have committed bigamy in the U.K. This list

is by no means complete, (Off hand, I know personally of five

additional cases). C.P.M., advises at Para-2 of letter at

folio 3 that this Branch is to be informed of any future cases

coming to light through Pay channels, although no such record

has been kept. in the past.

2, Disclosure has almost invariably come through the woman
or her relatives going, or writing, to Acton or Lancaster

enquiring why D.A. has not been paid. She has been informed

that her "husband" has a legal wife in Canada and the file

has been marked "P,A.", Paymasters in the Field have also

given such information. Hence the number of actual cases
would be much greater than indicated in Para 1 above,

3. I consider such bigamous marriages to fall roughly into
three classifications - .

(a) Where the soldier either through ignorance or

erroneous information believes his previous marriage to

have been dissolved.

Ignorance of the law may be no excuse, but neverthe-

less it sometimes plays an important factor in de-

termining the degree of 'mens rea' in individual

cases, For instance, I can think of a case in the
Field, of a soldier, uneducated and of poor under-

standing, whose wife deserted him,after two days of
marriage, for another man and who was told by his

priest that the marriage would be annulled. This

soldier, unable to see the distinction between an

ecclesiastical annulment and a civil one, contracted

a second "marriage" in the U.K, Another soldier

was sued for divorce in Canada and his wife was

awarded a décree nisi. He heard nothing further

except that after 7 months his wife had re~married,

He had a newspaper announcement which I saw,
He then married, in the U.K. - and was subsequently

informed that his wife had not obtained decree ab-

solute and that he himself was bigamously married,
In cases under this heading, there is never any D.A,

in payment to the first wife,

(b) Where the soldier has made the woman pregnant,
and in desperation marries her,

There have been several 'narriages"of this "shot gun". .
variety, undertaken to save the woman's name in the

community, or to pretect her from the wrath of her

own family. In more than one such instance the

woman well knew that the soldier was already married,

(c) Where the soldier, while assigning pay to a
legal wife in Canada, misleads a woman into what she be-

lieves is a perfectly legal marriage, ‘

4, RECOMMENDATIONS -

(a) That every effort be made to list all Canadian soldier

/CONTINUED OVERLEAF 3°? -
{
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cases of bigamous marriage in the U.K, I feel that should

C.P.M. circularize all paymasters, that the number mentioned

in Para 1, above would be at least tripled, or more,

(b) That cases be grouped into the three categories outlined
in Para 3 above, or in additional categories, if resulting

data so warrants.

(c) . That prosecutions should not be undertaken in the cases
mentioned in Para 3 (a) above, and that every such case

should be studied for possible relief under D.A.B. provisions.

(d) That prosecutions should be undertaken in the cases
mentioned in Para 3 (b) above only where the soldier has a

bad army record, but that each case should be studied under

the provisions of Article 88 (vi) F.R. & I, (Canada), with

immediate applications for D,A. for the children concerned.

(e) That in all cases coming under Para 3 (c) above ‘there
should be prosecutions under Section 41 A.A., with recourse

being made to the provisions of Article 88 (vi) F.R. & I,

(Canada) if the woman concerned appears to be of good charac-
ter,

e This may not be the place to discuss sentences following

F.G.C,M, convictions for bigamy, but I consider one of six months
to be proper, Such a sentence would not penalize the innocent

family in Canada, as D.A. and A.P. would continue for that period,

6, It is only my opinion, but I consider that the general
official attitude in the U.K. to bigamy has at least not acted as

a deterrent. Frequently are to be seen cases where bigamists get

suspended sentences, or very short jail sentences, or even fines.

For instance, last week, a woman bigamist was bound over to keep

the peace for two years in the sum of £5,.0.0. These cases make

'juicy' newspaper reading and the resultant trivial punishments

are well publicized, Ths de Gert RenTimce wae given out im ane,
cane aT the OCA Raley His ann, got

7. It is to be noted that of the 20 cases mentioned at Folios

3, 4, and 5, only two have taken place during the current year.

In other words, bigamy among Canadian soldiers is definitely on

the decline, occasioned, I think, by (a) the stricter marriage

regulations of Nov 41 (b) the reluctance of clergymen and

registrars to marry Canadians who cannot produce official per-

mission and (c) the publicity given to the sentence in the Coffey

case,

“Ws ADAG Ca) : (ee
(ay i 

~— go

Plo T, fine Werte TS (J,A,Edmison) Captain
e Pata os fa Fetus tao DP) Qemch, A.G.5a

Canadian Military Headquarters
Changes Sac Des he oath, Usa

(<) Cetera) fhe Qe Te rey eu,

000596
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- . 20/Bigamous/1 6

14 Sep 42.

Bigamous Marriages in

the United Kingdom.

The following is a further list of personnel of
the Canadian Army Overseas who have contracted bigamous
marriages in the United Kingdom.

No. Name. Unit. Place and date of
Bigamous Marriage.

——e

Cam.Highlrs.of Can. Dundee. ye
27 Dec 41.

32 Coy. R.C.A.S.C. Northampton,

28 Nov 40,

13th Fld.Coy.RCE, West Pelton,Co.Durhamg”
. 25 Feb. 41.

2nd Fld Pk Coy RCE Croydon. - a
Apr 5 1941

It 1s alleged that the following 0.R. contracted xX
& bigamous marriage in Alberta Park, Province of Alberta,
on 1 Mar 40:-

2 Anti-Tk.Regt.RCA. Alberta,
t 1 Mar 40.

00059
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~ PT/12/BIG,MARRIAGES/1 (Pay 2c)

Chief Paymaster's Office,

SOT 11 Sep 42 is
DAG. (AGS IA Yo wl = of Wy
C.M.H.Q, Zr ego qe SY \ io

“SyAbtentson’ Capt, Edmison, az
Bigamous Marriages in TTS a uythe United Kingdom, 3 o\

1. Further to my letter numbered as above, dated
28 Aug 42, regarding the marginally named subject,

2. The following is a further list of personnel
of the Canadian Army Overseas who have contracted
bigamous marriages in the United Kingdom, and is passed
to you as requested:-

Name. Unit,

14 C.A.T, Bn.

Royal 22e Regt,

Seaforth Highlanders,

W.NS.R,

Edmonton Regt,

1 O.M.G.R.U,

Odn, Div, Sup. Coy,

oy, R,C.A.S.C,

1

3.¢

3 Cdn,Mobile Laundry

& FW,Unit, R,C,0,C,

s.19(1)

if

/~ (P.Ke11§), Colonel,

Place and date of

Bigamous Marriage,

Edinburgh, Scotland,

11 Jul 41,

Alton, Southampton,,”
England,

11 Oct 4o, /

Unknown,

9 Jan ke,

$1 dnou th, Devon, Engg
28 Nov 40,

Netley Marsh, Va
Southampton,

1 Feb 41,

Icklesham, Rye,., £
Sussex,

6 Nov 41,
(Ret.Can, XUK.30B),

Hendon, MiddlesexyTM”
13 Dec 41,

Walton-on-Thames

Surrey.

23 Sep 41,

Fey,

Chief Paymaster,

Canadian Army Overseas,
00059
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PT/12/BIG.MARRIAGES/1 (Pay 2c).

Chief Paymasterts Office.

28 Aug 42. 4 | |

‘ KAS

Attention Capt. Edmison. 5 G2

Bigamous Marriages in
the United Kingdom,

1. Reference telephone conversations (Capt. Edmison -
Capt. Rogers of 19 Aug 42 and Capt. Edmison - Capt. Leggatt

of 28 Aug 42) in connection with the proposed compilation
of a record of all bigamous marriages contracted in the

United Singdom by personnel of the Canadian Army Overseas.

2. Heretoforeno record as such has been kept in my office

of bigamous marriages contracted in the Ynited “ingdom, but the

undermentioned personnel are a partial list of cases known and

reported. Future cases will be reported to you immediately

they come to my attention:-

No. Name. Unit. Place and Date of y
Bigamous Marriage. i

61 Can. Gen. Not known.
Tpt. Coy. RCASC. 5 Jul 41.

Les Fusiliers Birmingham, Y
Mont Royal. 14 Feb 42.

Seaforth Highrs.

of Canada.

Cdn. Training

School.

“H.Q. Cdn. Reinf.

Units.

48th Highlanders

Nottingham, 1 Apr 41.
(Ret. Can. Jul 42).

£
Edinburgh, v ~
8 Jan 41. 1

Deptford, .Kent.

24 Dec 40. / LS

Not known,

of Canada. 18 Oct 41. 4

1 Cdn. Div. Pet. Brighton. .
Coy. (2 Coy) 8 Nov 41.
R.C.A.S.C.

Canadian Army Overseas.

PE ones ’ ‘
aymaster,

00060
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FRIDAY, Whe Baily Hail, JULY 10, 1942.
Se we Pherae he

Britain ‘Worst Nation’
By CYRIL MARTIN

= RITAIN’S judges, alarmed at the growing number of
i) bigamy cases, are imposing sharp sentences.’ Mr.

Justice Charles, at Hampshire Assizés yesterday had 18

cases on the list. ,

He commented that substantial sentences would have

to be given, and the first sentence he imposed was one of
12 months’ imprisonment. At Manchester a man described

by the police as a “ professional bigamist” was sentenced.p
to three years’ penal servitude. ;

‘ Twelve of the 18 cases before Mr. Justice Charles

concerned Service men, and in each case an officer spoke

of the man in the highest terms. ‘Evidently a good soldier

but a bad civilian” was the judge’s comment in one
instance. ~ noe
Mr. Justice Stable referred, at

Liverpool Assizes recently, to
what, he said, “seemed to be a
popular impression that, provided
a person was in uniform, bigamy

did not much matter.
1 “T take a different view,” he said.
i “Bigamy can be a very serious

offence indeed, and in many cases I
give long sentences. ‘

Peak Figure
“I think that if the information

‘was more widely disseminated that
bigamy can carry a sentence of
_Seven years’ penal servitude it
“would, perhaps, have some restrain-
-jing effect.”

It will surprise many people to
learn that this country has the .
worst record for bigamy of any
European nation. ;

Although official figures are not
available, it is estimated by legal
authorities that more cases will

come before the courts this year
than at any time in the history of
law. ,

Bigamy began to increase during
the last war. In 1914-18 and the
five. post-war years, bigamy cases
averaged four times the numbér in
any year before 1914, Figures then
decreased, but have never comé
down to the pre-1914 figures.

A well-known barrister told mé
Jast night that the éase with which
it was possible to marry in this’

country was a contributory factor to

the increase in bigamy, apart from

the stress of war.

Effect of War
“In the majority .of cases

husbands and wives are separated
for the first time in their married
lives ; they meet fresh people in dif-
ferent surroundings and give way
to themselves,” he said..

“Tn normal times they would not
dream of such things.

“ Of course, there arecases where
aman or woman unhappy in their
peace-time domestic life, have found
their war-time separation a con-|
venient means ef ending their part-,
nership and have met somebody to}
whom the attraction is mutual.

“That, however, is not an éxcuse
for bigamy, because the law pro-
vides a legal procedure for dissolv-|
ing marriages.”
ere nn
[ee ee s

SS

wooa
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20/BIGAMOUS /1
A.G.5

!

" MEMORANDUM TO FILE 14 Apr 42

BIGAMY ~ General Policy

i. Discussed with A.A.G.(Pers) and the following general
policy decided on.

ee, teentione ee Q will be taken in all cases which

come to attention 6 case of Corps by request and by

direction to units: ont, command C.M.H.Q@. Each case to be
submitted to J.A.G. for detailed instructions as to evidence etc.

Se Report from both Corps and Units under command C.M.H.@.

to be submitted to C.M.H.Q. when otsekpiinary | action completed.

(cg Walker) Major
AsGe5

Canadian Military Headquarters

00060
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NOTICE
tS 1. File should be retained no longer than absolutely
Bi necessary. If a file is frequently needed at short intervals,

eS it is better to B.F. it for two or three days than keep it out

E of Central Registry indefinitely. This ensures its being

ik completed and kept in order, and also gives other offices

r an opportunity.
ke

FE . 2. Central Registry should be notified whenever a file
B is passed direct to another branch.

E 3. All outgoing letters should bear the official file
By number. :
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1. File should be retained no longer than

absolutely necessary. If a file-is frequently needed

at short intervals, it is better to BF it for two or three

days than keep it out of Central Registry indefinitely.

This ensures its being completed and kept in order,

and also gives other offices an opportunity.

2. Central Registry should be notified whenever

a file is passed direct to another branch.

3. All outgoing letters should bear the official file

number.
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