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I refer to our recent discussion about.setting aside land in Wood

Buffalo National Park for the Fort Chipewyan (Cree) Band of Indians.

My officers have spoken to your Parks officials and it was agreed that

I should write you requesting you to officially authorize National

Parks to recommence negotiations with Provincial officials and the

Band. You will recall that these negotiations were halted when we

were considering the possibility of fulfilling Treaty 8 and 11 land

obligations. Our officials also agreed that, as they have in the past,

the negotiations should take place at the Regional level.

As soon as you have advised your Director of National Parks to proceed,
I will write a letter to the Chief of the Fort Chipewyan Band to inform
him that officials will be in touch with him shortly. a‘)

o* ute 

A

Assistant Deputy Minister,

(Indian and Eskimo Affairs).

CC Director, National Parks

Western Regional Director, National Parks

Director, Canadian Wildlife Service

Director, Economic Development

Alberta Regional Director (Mr. Jutras)
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MR. GORDON

I vefer to our recent discussion about setting aside land in Wood
Buffalo National Park for the Fort Chipewyan (Cree) Band of Indians.
My officers have spoken to your Parks officials and it was agreed that
I should write you requesting you to offictally authorize National
Parks to recommence negotiations with Provincial officials and the
Band. You will recall that these negotiations were halted when. wa
were considering the possibility of fulfilling Treaty 8 and 11 iand
obligations. Our officials also agreed that, as they have in the past,
the negotiations should take place at the Regional level.

As soon as you have advised your Director of National Parks to proceed,
I will write a letter to the Chief of the Fort Chipewyan Band to inform
him that officials will be in touch with him shortly.

& . :

+ meee

ORIGINAL SIGNED By
J.B. BERGEVIN

KOZAR: PW a J.B. Bergevin,
Assistant Deputy Minister,

(Indian and Eskimo Affairs).
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MR. BERGEVIN.

I refer to your request for me to pursue the problem regarding the

establishment of reserves in Wood Buffalo National Park. You indicated

to me that you had met with Mr. Gordon and that.he had indicated that

there was no problem from. his point of view to proceed with negotiations.

You. also mentioned the implications of an agreement with the Crees and

Chipewyans vis-a-vis Treaties 8 and 11 Indians in the Northwest Terri-

tories.

I initially met with Mr. Vergette to become familiar with the background.

At that time, I raised the question about the reaction which we might

receive from Treaties 8 and 11 Indians in the Northwest Territories. Mr.

Vergette believed that there would. be little or no reaction from the

Indians North of 60 if we were to proceed with setting aside land for

Treaties 8 and 11 Indians South of 60.

I then met with Mr. Eidsvik, National Parks Branch, to discuss how we

should recommence negotiations. Mr. Eidsvik suggested that negotiations

up until this time with the Crees and the Chipewyans and the Provinces

have taken place at the Regional level, i.e., the Western Regional Director

of National Parks and our own Alberta Regional Director. Mr. Eidsvik felt

that from the point of National Parks, this was the best way to continue.

I was inclined to agree with Mr. Eidsvik and we therefore agreed to the

following:-

1. I would prepare a memorandum from you to Mr. Gordon

indicating that we would like National Parks to re-open

negotiations to set aside certain areas in Wood Buffalo

National Park as reserve lands for the Cree and Chipewyan

Indian Bands and that these negotiations should take

place at the Regional level as they have in the past.

2. We would send copies of this memorandum to the Western

Regional Director of National Parks, and to Mr. Jutras; \e
also to the Director of National Parks and the Director

of the C.W.S.

niaiote
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3. You would write to the Indian Bands concerned with a

copy to the Alberta Indian Association indicating to them

that you had asked National Parks and our Western Regional

Director to meet with the Chiefs of the Cree and. Fort F

Chipewyan Bands as soon as possible in order to proceed | Lean
with negotiations for setting aside certain areas within ) |s

Wood Buffalo National Park as reserve lands. ot

If you agree with this method of handling the problem, I will prepare the

necessary correspondence immediately.

: . Koaar,
oe ee Assistant.
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