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Ohanagan Society fot ‘the Revival of
Andian Crts and Cratts
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October 1st." 1950.
1

Me. Arniel,

Indien Commissioner,

“ederal Building. ~

Vaneouver, BeGe

Ne ar Sir, . -

t am instructed to sen* yo
u &

MPyrther Sufgestions on Native Affeirs” su
bmitted to the

Tirectors Indien Arfeirs Branch, Ottawa on

» copy for vour
we thought you mignt

informetior.

vours trulys

Nose, ~C . eho

Ton, Secretary.
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- OKANAGAN SOCIETY FOR THE REVIVAL OF
INDIAN ARTS AND GRAFTS. -.. *

Phone 33¥ a Oe
OLIVER By G.

“Sept. 15, 1950.

Further Suggestions on Native Indian Affairs, with Particular

Reference to Bill 267 Introduced in the House of Commons

and then withdrawn, 1950.

‘Submitted by: the Okanagan Society for the Preservation’

of Indian Arts and Crafts

| This Society was, with most other groups interested in Ind-~

jan welfare, bitterly disappointed by BAlL 267, whieh implemented

practically none of the many worthwhile suggestions made by the -

Joint Committee; Indians and their friends all across the continent.

A future Bill should, we gubmit,, be. based on one consideration

and one consideration only: all its details should ‘be. arranged with ~

@ wlew to what the native: peoples themselves want. ‘We find in the’

withdrawn Bill frequent assumptions that the Indian peoples are back=

ward, still wards of the governuent, unable to decide: anything for

“‘thomselves. For example, section 6 gives the Minister Pinal say

/ as to who is a Band Member .and the. only appeal as given is Section 9
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of is to the: ‘Wind ster. - he BAl] is full ‘of such | items. ~
| ‘This Soolety has alranady sent in considerable material on these:

“nations, and does rot fina Lt possible to go through the highly un=
satisfac story Bill clause by. clause. The government is urged to |

write. 8 completely new Bill based on the principle stated above:

7 incorporating what the native, peoples thenselves want, as evidenced
in recomisndations made before the Special Joint Committee both by

"Indians and. ‘by those whites having an intimate knowledge of ‘the

perticular problems of the Indians. Lt - is ‘too ‘Late to bry to. pateh -

up che 1868 ‘Aet by tacking | on view: clauses. “A. entirely 1 new start

“4s required. | oe —_ |
nS indian Status |

Any person who. up ‘to date has been Living on a | vederve and has
“been aceapted by the Indians of that reserve | shouna not now be denied

status. Any. query as to this status should Be settled by “the Indians

of that. particular reserve. Tt ‘should. be the duty of the native
people themselves to. aay, who: is qualified as a. tember of ‘the band and
who’ is ‘not.

“Education

ALL Canadians stiould have. the ‘same educational. opportunities.
: The native peoples, demand, in their mestings. and conferences, time .
- alter vane equal educational chances, for their children. Many of

us have: heard Indians’ speak, moat eloquently of, the need for the -
. parents: to guide their children, to teach them ‘the moral » qualities

of. honor, courage, | faithfulness, as: handed down from their great
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ancestors.’ in British Golumbis already & mito ‘of coummnittes nave:

“received ‘She mative. ehildren ribo the ‘public schools of the, district.

“Phe Local agnool hoard and ‘the Lepartment of Senden affairs should

Be eonmonded for bhedy wo ork in Haneso, viere, effective 1953, the |

‘Indien ‘ghildren wild be avcending bhe publ Lie séhoo’- nearest the - .

* ronbeve}, with the vépertnent ‘of indian ‘affatro paying for their

button end for the ‘coat of: the b¥O- Poor adds thon to ‘the aohool. Here

BORe is dian shildven have wlready at stended and we. abd go: on ate vending

- junior. ‘and sent or high nohoois., | :

| This ‘pracs ice sould be nost strongly encouraged, ‘as there: ha. no

strigie: way an which more wilh be done for the native padple. _

Policies: of segregation should hava been discarded long ago. ‘Eghood |

buses bake white students wer wiles bo school in these days, and |y

auch transportation ahould De provided whore pesarvea are. within poas-

a onabLe ls sbanos of the public sehools.

En. Leolated rogiona it ‘has always been thought necesaary te

bade "indian sehools" wa ghowtd ‘wake ourselvas whether these -dig-
gg| tinebiona ape neeosiany. Been, ar ib should happen that Lavery -ohiid

abbending, a certain school LG ne indian, that. schook, should ne ons

of the usual type of sehools,. ‘under che Provinesad Bepartaont “of
| Béyeation,’ with no o dh nbinotion ‘wha taoaver made: vacause the children.

ere of & sertain. ace. ve do Hot idelgnace "ung gerian schools" or
tty

wo

Ukrainian seheols" in, Lubyiete where & number of the ‘population.
tmay be ot these, extractions
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. the present "Indien Schools" should ‘be at Least those: required tor the

a — oor . - wn TP hag yy . : 7 ,
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“See

While bails policy Ls being: put Anto effect, and it: should ba put
“into effect with. great speed, the qualifications for teachers in! wo

public schools: and the curriculum should be the same. “How illogical

“to educate. an Indian child’ only to half the standard of the white and
there complain because: he cannot take ‘his place in the same economic

~ brackets! Teachers should be paid on the. provineial seale.

_ Biguor | oe -

This Sqciety has felt itself in the past unable. to ‘make any de~

oe tailed recommendations on . this complex question in which many non=

"Indians are involved in a. most disgraceful manner. However, it is |

“clear that any reserves wishful, ‘of having. the Liquor Laws. amerided '

should ‘then have the game: rights as: white people and be ‘subject ‘to

- the, same laws and restrictions. ‘A. reserve. might: vote to have. Ce a

it ‘Legal to consume: Liquor on ‘the reserve and this would then be

bought ‘Oy them in the usual Liquor stores;. they might, vote. to
ve remain "ary" and the. ‘present lew could then apply. However, while

we do not want any | double series: of laws to grow UP» it might ‘be

“possible: to. grant arinking privileges for ‘a probationary period of oe

three years, with the clear understanding that af. privileges “were.

“abused ana a nuisance. created, ‘such ae reserve might. Lose its: rights,

At the end of three years a “hearing should be held before an ) impartial

| official’ such as ‘a County Court Tudge, who. would decide. or: othe evi- ois
“dence whether the priv’ Leges, should be continueds.
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Hunting | and trapping

in northern places’ where the. chief moans © of: existence is hunting.

7 end | ‘trapping, everything: possible should ‘be done to Limit the trapping

and hunting of fur~bearing animals exclusively. to: the Indisns. of

* that | territory. Further, a completestudy of the. wild life of the

| territory should: be made and means taken for” “re-stocking with pelt~
- bearing animals. ~The Depaitment of Indian Affairs has. already

established or assisted in- establishing a ‘number of such | plannea-

production | areas - with Succ 98%. for instance, Tho Pag; | Sumerverry,

Pwo ‘Islands, Sipanok,. Nottaway ‘River, Perribonca, Abitibi, ete. ete.

‘ in which. the: basis is similar ‘bo that: of ‘erop-rotation in agriculture.

. Social Service | 7

Recreational facilities | are, the crying: need on most veservess

Government and volunteer. agencies provide a great network of these

. Services elsewhere, and the ‘Department of Indian Affairs should -

encourage and set in motion ‘these services for the native people. °

Organized sports, Pro=Rec classes-~-British Columbia's very suc=~

cessful - Provincial ‘Recreation Physical Education progran---

the regular showing of: National Fim Board Films, the Boy. Seout and

Girl Guide movements. ‘meni Vs and wonen'!s olubs and 80 on offer just

a few of the opportunities which. should be available. “Such groups

as, the Canadian Legion. have occasionally tried ‘to. ‘get Indian veterans

, to join in their meetings, and such commendable: erideavours will have Ca

to be carried on. for B. number of years until the distrust of the

~ Mhite man's motives: has’ ‘been overcome. oo
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Be os ®@ ve | - a | 2 a . . _ . .

Hoalth Services |

“While healt ith norvices: have, shown an rout inprovensnt in ‘the

‘lest fow 4 years, wuoh.: remains to De done. A k of Living ‘and sanl«
" bery. eonditions should. be nade of awoh % ~onanval and tonddtate vtepa

ya A elinie shouldtaken: bo, inprove condi tions where: found noses se,

be astablisned on roverven, wth . Ab. wookthy vie sib bg 8 spatnod waifare
. = MAS
curse and & wonthiy vieit by & phyeteten. oe Qe SO La,

. : \ s a , . cS ho te
- ‘ ‘ . . ‘ : * 7 . Y \- NS . w

“ach rasavve:‘should ve aupveyed with the idoa of 3 pindine| out va
tbe potential Lor Parsing, Logetng, eattle ranching hrapping, otes, ro

Te te is found that by ninlting aber avatlabie. more and ban be |

‘opaned up for tha growing: of crops wt 1 ae hay, ox the, pre sont’ Land _ Se

under ovlt tivation improved, then wator should ba mt le available prov-_

ided that ‘the resuler obtaingble ape worth. the outlay. . Steps should

be | caken to improve both unable and aranihe aanda by he introduction

| ar bie huest LE BAO GE 4 - in many planes nO re iand ie needed, especially

in these localities where ‘che inddan nopulation is inorduwing, on WhOEY
wore land of a betbos quality is nesded even ta sunt bain the pregent

‘population. An: the eatthe Panendng, fared, gunme? granting La on. ineroas~.

‘ing problem. | | _ / |

at ia Rue seated | that. the negative bhiniing #0 noticeable in.

_ Bali. 267 should be replaced by podLtive action ie aricourage improves

(ments. Pei fo and cups 2 to be Goupoted for by Endiens of a provi inse.
or Large dtatrtet, engaged in’ tho | various: branches af AEPLCULEUTE,

‘gould have an famodhate effect. the Department ‘of indian Affairs should

arrange With the ¢ provinotal. governments to. have. the

004564



4

Document disclésedunder the Access to Information Act

Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur Vaccés 4 linformation

‘Te

services of the ‘district agpiculturists available: to the reserves

engaged in agriculture, on the same consultative basis as for the

white people. |

Boonomics |

Cooperative buying and selling should be encouraged. This is’

the natural Indian method of procedure, and is moreover a quick and

effective way of educating people an running ‘their own affairs.
“There is surely no reason why the Indian Old Agé Pension still

remains far below that paid to white personas . | |
. culture .

An Indian, history should be written suitable for ‘use in the

schools. It should outline achievements past and present, “ specifically

relating the stobies of native people who are achieving recognition

today. | a a . |

‘Indian Commissioner

The Commissioner of indian Affairs for each ‘province shoulda |

have two assistant Commissioners from the native people to: advise him.

indian Vote -

Since the native people. already have a provincial vote in some

provinces on the same basis as everyone else, there Seems no adequate

a reason why they should not all receive the federal vote. Always in

the past the question of voting has. been tied up with "enf'ranchii sement"

which. seems to have a special meaning when applied to: Indiens. We

do not ask any. other Canadian to give up his farm. or sell his horses

when he becomes a citizen, | "iifranchisenent" actually means. the

freeing of Indian people from supervision and control by the Indian

Affairs Branch. . tt nas nothing to do with, voting. We suggest |

“that the government at once ‘grant, “the federal vote to all Indians
o - : o Oo 004565
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ausclutely unconditionally just as waa done provineially.

this again Le a etimple dsem weieh would have nore effect tha

abiiiens of gorda im bilhs and Aets in rad a Ghe Standards for the

native ooople. Keoh Berber of Varplianent would then be conuulted

bY these people and would be in . position to says "Shege are ery
Constituentay theiy affairs muah have your atéention.?

| fa thts Soot Lety's owl gly aphaf of 1945 oat ated, there must

be Doth & shop tema plon to elleviave pregunt clatress and Lead to-

wards @ better futuras and thora must bo a Longe term plan with a

definite aim fo finding OU what the native peoples want and assisting
Ys yi bie sei pe de wry HES By Pt “ -them bo aahieve smaneipeation.
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NATIVE CANADIANS ©
A Plan for the

Rehabilitation of Indians

submitted to

THE COMMITTEE ON RECONSTRUCTION AND

RE-ESTABLISHMENT, OTTAWA

by

The Okanagan Society for the Revival of Indian Arts and Crafts,

Oliver, British Columbia
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Short-Term. Plans

1. Indian relief on the same basis as white.

2. Old age and other similar pensions to Indians on same basis as white,

3, Moré money for food at Residential Schools.

4, More money for hospital care, particularly for maternity.

_§, Infiltration of whites on hunting preserves checked through licensing

system.

6. Indians employed as Game Wardens. _

7. Provisions of the Vetérans’ Land Act of 1942 open to returned Indians.

Long-Term Plans

1. A new Indian Act to replace the Act of 1868.

2. Reorganization of the Indian Affairs Branch to make it similar in philosophy

and administrative practices to that of the United States.

3. Decentralization of Administration.

4, Self-Government on the reserves.

§, Full citizenship with its duties and rights.

6. The administration free from exploiting interests.

7. A modern system of education established on much the same lines as the

regular provincial systems.

8. A system of adequate vocational training.

9. A new approach to health and its placing under provincial authority.

10. More: hospitals.

Il, The economic security of the Indians secured through far-sighted long-

term planning, and the establishment of co-operative undertakings in such

lines as owning livestock, farming, canning, fur-raising, etc.

12. Freedori of speech, assembly, and particularly religion.

13. A Roval Commission to enquire into the whole Indian question.

tn
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NATIVE CANADIANS

INDIANS OF CANADA
|e THE last ten years, we, the citizens of Ganada, have become aware of. the

rich heritage of our native Canadian people through the astonishing renascence

of Indian arts, the outer sign of an. inner renascence of the alinost vanished Indian

spirit. We know of the powerful paintings of the young artist. Sis-hu-Ik and

others; of the deeply moving work in mimetic drama of the Inkameep children

and those of Lytton; of the outstanding art work produced by the Coast and

Island Indians; of the lecturing through all Canada of Chief Oskenonton of the

Six Nations; of the proposed Indian Drama Festival sponsored by the B.C. Com-

munity Drama Department; of the frequent exhibitions of Indian arts and crafts

of past and present, sponsored by such individuals as the Reverend George Raley

in Vancouver, and such groups. as: the Society for the Furtherance of B.C. Indian

Arts and Crafts in Victoria, the Society ““[he Friends of Indians,” as also the

Okanagan Society submitting this. brief. To many of us the approach has been

literary, and we have read with consuming interest Barbeau’s “The Indian Speaks”;

or the musically inclined have enjoyed Indian folk songs over the radio. This

offers only a sample of the great riches laid before us in British Columbia alone,

atid no doubt they can be equalled or surpassed in other provinces.

Others again are interested in archeological and anthropological. investigations.

Many papers, articles and books deal with the Indian arts and customs of the

past—organization, religion, and ritual, medicine men and medicinal lore, build-

ings and transportation, food and clothing, hunting and fishing—the very means

of livelihood. Our intellectual curiosity has delved far into the rich Indian past,

and has rescued much interesting material. ,

But while we were fascinated by the past of a deeply rooted and highly

developed culture, showing no signs of decadence at the conquest, we seemed

unaware that our native Canadians were still in the world of the living. We

appreciated their arts, but we seemed to imagine that these could be produced:

inavacuum. .

Meanwhile the Indian population of Canada lived, and for that matter is
still living, in many cases in most deplorable conditions, often almost below sub-

sistence level. Indians have practically no means of making themselves self-
supporting except in certain cases as laborers and domestics in wartime, and

they have no rights as citizens anywhere in the world. They appear to be ad-
ministered by a Department whose policy often reflects neglect and parsimony .

due to totally inadequate financing from the government. .
There have. been two defaults which are inter-dependent. First, the Indian

Affairs Branch has failed to introduce a modern policy for administration of
Indian Affairs, and is still proceeding under the obsolete regulations of 1868,
As an Indian leader says, “Indians have changed a lot since then.’* So: has the
world. Which of us would willingly go back 70 years to the days of Canada’s
pioneering on little subsistence farms? Second, due to scantiness of information,
the general public has been so lacking in interest and so deficient in social con-
sciousness that no pressure has been brought to bear on the Government to provide
mode adequate appropriations, and to formulate an up-to-date administrative
programme. .

The responsibiliry is ultimately that of all Canadians and therefore we are
presenting this brief. .

x
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ANALYSIS OF PRESENT DEFICIENCIES

; as revealed by the

Annual Report of the Indian Affairs Branch, March, 1942'

We quote certain sections indicating that malnutrition or even semi-starvation

are the lor of some of our Indian friends.

p. 132, “The supply of Caribou. was scarce in the Fort Resolution District and muskrat

hunting in the spring was very poor .. . bands trapping towards Martin Lake reported

that. the catch of fur was.‘poor . .. Rabbits have increased in the Fort Nortnan and

Fore: Simpson Agencies which, with better prices of fur, helped the Indians consider-

ably, although they complained of the depredations of wolves which have greatly seduced

the. number of moose in. that: region.”

p. 132. “Crops in the dry farming area in Alberta were only fair . . . Considerable

damage was done by sawflies .. ~ At thé Blood Agency the wheat crop. was only fair,

owing to drought ... The oat crop was not very good ... The potato crop was. fair,

and gardens generally suffered from lack of moisture . . . Grazing was not so good as

last year owing to drought... The special herd which was started at the Blood Agency

with the object of supplying. all meat rations for destitute Iudians of that Agency (our
italics) will issué. fernale. stock to Indians as foundations for new herds.”

“The summer was: so hot and dry in the province of Saskatchewan that crops were

very poor... Gardens were poor .. .

pb. 133. “Several Indians in Manitoba have small flocks of sheep.” The wheat yield was

light . . . Flax was grown but light yield and poor prices resulted in poor returns .. .

Coarse: grain gave only a fair yield . .. The. potato crop was light. In Ontario, “Indian
girls experienced no difficulty in securing steady employment: as domestics.”

We are naturally not laying the blame for poor weather conditions or lack

of game on the Indian Affairs Branch. We quote these items to show that while

Indians and whites alike suffer from these calamities, whites obtain relief payments,

inadequate: enough, but at least keeping them above the line of. starvation, while

Indians only obtain groceries to the value of $4.00 a month when actually too
sick or too old to work. It is known that in the North Indians have starved to

death, and that such a thing could be allowed to happen in a rich country like

Canada is incredible.

War Services.

The number of Indian enlistments has now been far surpassed so there is

lictle point in mentioning the figure of 1,448 as given in the 1941 Report. The
high number of rejections for malnutrition is not given in the Report.

In spite of our native Canadians being denied the right of citizenship, we

know that a very fair percentage has volunteered and is serving with the Active

Forces and that Indians had, out of their meagre funds, given over $11,000 for

war purposes by the end of 1941.. This makes us feel very small indeed.

Indian Health Service.

Very little of positive value seems to have been accomplished, according to

the Indian’ Affairs Branch Report. On page 135 we xead:

p. 135. “A nutritional investigation was undertaken during the year. It was found that

a large section of the Indian population. was suffering from dietary deficiencies. Measires

to. counteract this condition ave being studied.”

4NOTE. The Report is dated March 1942, but. deals with 1941 and all figures quoted cherefore

are for 1941.
2 s * “
We mention this because we cannot understand why there are not many large flocks of sheep

either there now, or planned for, especially when war and post-war needs iti wool -are so great.
Brig ec . . :

This is quoted. because we cannot find any mention of any other possible employment for Indian

girls in the Report.

4
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Unless this study undertaken in 1941. has -already resulted in enérgétic and

definite action right across Canada; it is urged that the only possible solution to

dietary deficiency problems is not to “‘stiidy meéasturés” but to ship in crates of

preserved milk, butter, eggs, and oranges, and then to press for the most energetic

‘and vigorous campaign for:

(1) Ensuring a full living for Indians so they can purchase what they -need.
a 699

(2) Stringent adjustment of game laws made. to prevent white “sportsmen’s

and trapper’s depredations so that Indians: may have fresh meat (a potent source

of vitamins). :

(3) Education through community centre schools (see p. 18) in health and

diet, remembering the value of local and native foods.

Welfare and Training Service. . oo oe

For many years thoughtful people have urged the teaching of Indian pupils

by teachers trained in modern methods of psychology, educational theory and

practices, adapting these newer types of instruction. te the special abilities and

needs of Indian students. The work of Mr. Anthony Walsh in arts and crafts

and drama at Inkameep (Okanagan) and of Mr. Noel Stewart, whilst at Lytton,

B.C., are particularly outstanding. The Report says on p. 135: “The Department

is wholly dependent on the provincial normal schools for its supply of teachers,”

but to our knowledge many Indian teachers and administrators have no teaching

qualifications.

Furthermore, the Report states: “A report of an LQ. survey of a number

of residential schools in Ontario, undertaken by the Provincial Departinent of

Education, suggests that it nay be necessary in the future to provide special

courses of study for Indian Day and Residential School Teachers. (Our emphasis).

We would point out that in October, 1942, The Society for the Furtherance

of B.C. Indian Arts and Crafts, Victoria, B.C., submitted to the Indian Affairs

Department a brief entitled “Suggestions on the Encouragement of Arts and

Crafts in the Indian Schools of British Columbia,” which, if implemented, would

assist in raising the status of Indian Schools. It is appalling to think that authori-

ties had not realized the necessity for specially qualified instructors until 1941,

and then only to lament the dearth of such qualified teachers. We would like to

be assured the Department is actively planning for the training schedule now,

so that the prograin may be established as soon as personnel becomes available.

We find higher education almost entirely neglected. According to the 1941

Report the expenditure on education contains an item, “Assistance to Ex~pupils,”

which we interpret to mean an expense for further education. This item in a

total expense of $1,878,726.00 comes to $1,323.85,

There is no longer the possibility of using the excuse that Indians cannot

assimilate white education. We point to 92 Indian nurses and two Indian doctors

employed. by the United States Indian Department in 1940; to the fact that in

the U.S.A. each year “a selected group of young Indian college graduates are

offered apprenticeships in téaching in Indian schools” (according to the U.S.A.

1941 Report); that Brig. O. M. Martin, a full-blooded Iroquois Indian, has been

appointed Commandant of the Hamilton-Niagara Military area (as reported by

the Canadian Press on July 5, 1943); that the balance, judgment, and organizing

ability of the leaders of the Native Brotherhood of B.C. with five thousand Indian

members compare favourably with that of white executives; that there are ap-

parently no more limits to an Indian’s capabilities than there are to those of other

races, when adequate educational facilities are provided.

5
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Then why have so few Indians achieved more than a few grades of school
education? They feel this terrible lack in today’s world. A British Columbia

Indian leader says, as reported in the Vancouver Province of June 12, 1943:

“In the year 1927 the Parliament of Canada provided that any Indian child who
showed promise would be assisted in: learning any of the professions. Indians of B.C. are
seeking the fullest education for their children, but that promise made by the Govern-
ment of Canada has not yet been carried out... Indians of B:C. wonld like to see
their children attend technical and normal schools as well. as the Wuiversity of B.C.”

This applies, of course, to the wishes of Indians in all other parts of Canada.

If our interpretation is correct, the sum. of $1,323.85 (Assistance to Ex-
pupils) already mentioned is the total Canada expended for the above purpose.

How many students could be aided ‘to a higher education for that outlay is an

interesting conjecture.

In the realm of elementary education, while 17,281 pupils are on the rolls,
‘the average attendance is 13,935, or 80 per cent. The following table shows

the. number enrolled in each grade:

Grade: 1 wees 6,240
Grade 2 .......... : ce cccnnaaceesadndanecseedeugheesaeesgeecauecantqcetenetsnssonseerensarene .. 2,835
Grade 3 ...... ceeceees 2,419
Grade 4 sgeshedaecsaticeneasnesseeeen 2,037
Grade 5 . : wes 1,608.

Grade 6 0... 1,006

Grade 7 627

Grade 8. ooccececceceeetecceeecescietsenees . 378

Grade 9 oes a segs cyeeeehenedetsesaceneneeaatadensengitcetsensstatencecaee T31

Therefore, out of 17,281 children enrolled in school, only 378 in the whole

of Canada were in Grade. 8 im 1941.

All educational administrators today are revising. former false ideas on the

TQ., on capacity and on curriculum. It is now found that nutrition affects

L.Q. to a very marked extent and if our Indians had access to proper supplies of

food, the inherent I.Q. would go up considerably. Secondly, progressive edu-

cators everywhere have finally banished the old ‘“book-learning” goal of preparing

100 per cent of the students for the academic studies that only 5 per cent of them

would pursue. Education nowadays sees three sides for school development:

first, the fitting in of the child with the group (socialization); second, the de-

velopment of skill such as drawing, manual dexterity, reading, writing; third,

the use of such aptitudes as co-operatives, courtesy, curiosity, initiative, com-

bined with knowledge of skills for the group’s benefit. Education has been brought

in tune with the times, in which the useful but varied place of any member of

society is thought valuable, and a way is at last open for the individual to develop

individuality.

It would be therefore a very reactionary person who could not fit the modern

curriculum to the needs of all children, including Indians (whilst allowing full

scope for the development of their special gifts) when the matter of malnutrition

has been attended to, -

Welfare.

The Report states on page 136: “There is little evidence to indicate that. the Indian has
become in any: sense more frugal as. the sesult of the period of economic depression from
which he is now emerging. The failure of the Indian population, when work is plentiful
and wages high, to. provide for their future needs or to spend their earnings on worthwhile
projects, such as the repair and furnishing of their dwellings is one of thé most perplexing
features of the. welfare program, ‘although. in. many cases they are showing improvement in
this respect.”

6
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It surely goes without saying that a Department that has never striven to
have adequate or even regular. employment of its charges cannot expect those
people to have learned thrift and frugality out of the ait. In comparable eco-
nomic groups, and in very much higher economic groups, the war has -brought
a rush of luxury-spending instead of a putting of money into worthwhile projects.
How unfair it is to blame the Indians for what is noticeable over the ‘entire
continent! Money is a new thing to many white people, too, and wisdom in its
use has to. be-slowly and painstakingly learned. The Report makes no mention
of plans for encouraging thrift and frugality, '

b. 137. “Large quantities of discarded. military clothing . .. shoes, gréat-coats, socks, and “
battle dress blouses . . . have been distributed to Indian agencies, Unusual skill and in+
terest has been: displayed by Indian women, members of Homemakers’ Clubs, in the. repair.
and remodelling of this clothing.”

This paragraph is a disgrace to the Department. How will fitting out In+
dians with soldiers’ discarded clothes make them feel on a level with other
ordinary citizens of this Dominion? As voting citizens we strongly protest
against such methods. How would we like a few discarded military garments
as charity? When will it be realized that welfare work ceases as jobs are pro-
vided, whether for Indians or whites?

Occupations in Each Province. -

As further opportunities for work must stem from what is already there,
occupations and conditions therein in 1941 are quoted in full from the Indian
Affairs Report. From this it is obvious that given equal opportunity with the
whites in such matters as proper education and health facilities ‘together with
adequate vocational training, the question of Indians becoming absorbed. into
the economic life of the nation need no longer constitute a problem.

Nova Scotia.

“While many of the Indians raise their own gardens, any other agricultural pursuits
that are engaged in are on a small scale. With the progress of the war, however, more
Indians are. finding employment with white farmers and fruit growers. Their. natural
abilicy as guides and canoe men is utilized during the tourist season, and their skill at
making baskets and at ‘woodworking is another important source of income. They also
work. in. lumber camps as labourers.” ,

New Brunswick.

. “Except for growing potatoes and vegetables. for. their own use, little. farming is en-
gaged in. The potato crop in the State of Maine, however, provides. seasonal employment
for many. Indians every year. They also hunt and fish and act as guides. Many work in
lumber. camps and sawmills, while others earn a living as day. labourers. In certain parts
of the province. they are engaged commercially in the manufacture of axe and pick
handles. and baskets.”

Quebec.

“The Indians of Caughnawaga are noted steel workers and find highly remunerative
employment in that. trade. The native handicraft: projects continue to be. successful. The
Indians of the northern interior and the north side ofthe Gulf of St. Lawrence depend
almost. entirely on hunting, trapping and fishing for their subsistence (our italics). In the
Saguenay . district. they act. as guides and canoe men and also find employment in lumber
camps and mills. The Indians in the organized central and southern portions engage in
mixed farming. They raise fruit and. dispose of it at nearby markets and those who possess
cows sell the milk. to the creameries and. cheese factories. A few also act as game guardians
on established beaver reserves.” BB
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Ontario.

“In northwestern Ontario the Indians are dependent largely on fishing and the trapline |
for their living. In eastern ‘Ontario they engage in lumbering. All northern. reserves are

reasonably well stocked with merchantable. timber. In the southern and western parts of

the province farming is the chief source of revenue, although the Indians in these sections,

close to industrial centres, are to a. marked degree becoming absorbed into. the industrial life
of their. reshective communities. When advantageously located to do so, the Indians engage

in guiding during the tourist season, in which they are particularly efficient, and in them-

selves actually constitute an attraction. to tourists, unfamiliar wich the aboriginal faces,”

Manitoba.

“Fishing, hunting and trapping... in the lake régions and north; the large commer-

cial fishing companies employ many Indians . . .. Agriculture is confined chiefly to four

Agencies, although Indians from other Agencies work in the harvest: fields in the farming:

communities. The new sugar beet industry is also providing work for Indians in the. beet

fields. Good herds of cattle... and other livestock are to be found on many reserves, and

theic products are a vital. source of income to the Indians of southern Manitoba. Surplus

hay is sold . . . Taking out wood for winter requirements has always been an Indian

occupation while recently more and more Indians have been engaged in cutting :pulpwood.

Indian women find their native handicraft, particularly the manufacture and, sale of gloves

and. moccasins, a profitable undertaking.” * :

Saskatchewan.

“Farming and stock-raising comprise. the :chief occupations of Saskatchewan Indians.
They are equipped with good implements and horses and employ the same advanced. modern

farming methods as their white neighbors. Their cattle are of a good type... In the

north central sections of the province they supplement their incomes: by selling their surplus

liay-and taking out fuel-wood, while further north, they depend almost entirely upon

hunting, trapping and fishing for their livelihood. They make good woodsmen. The recent

shortage in the pulpwood industry has opened new opportunities for earning good money

to Indians from all parts of the province, many of them finding work in the wooded.
section of Saskatchewan and several goitig to Ontario...” :

Alberta.

“Stockraising is the principal occupation of the Indians of the southern and foothill

regions, where they have large. herds of horses and excellent cattle herds. They grow grain

on. up-to-date, well-equipped farms. Yndians:in the northern parts, while mainly occupied
in hunting and trapping, also engage in fishing ‘and selling fuelwood. Those Indians who ~

do not farm for themselves, find employment with ‘farmers and ranchers; haying, harvest-
ing, and working in. the beet. fields..... A number also work in lumber camps, sawmills and

as labourets. The Blackfoot Indians operate two coal mines of theit own.” .

British Columbia.

“The Coast Indians exhibit: skill as salmon fishermen and the fishing industry has con-

tinued to be their chief occupation. Many own their own power boats and up-to-date

eqtiipment and either fish independently or under contract with the canneries. Herring

canneries give. work to.a large number of Indians, especially women, who give excellent

satisfaction as cannery workers along ‘the coast. They also engage in clam digging while

others work at various occupations such as logging and as unskilled labourers. Indians of

the central and northern interior regions make their living by trapping on registered

traplines, while towards the south they are turning their attention more and more to

agriculture and other pursuits. Many engage successfully in cattle and horse. raising, while

others are making a success of fruit growing, some of them having orchards of their

own. Whole families participate in the. seasonal migratory labour movement. to pick hops,

fruit, etc, which frequently takes them into the United States: in their wayfaring.”

This Society has no knowledge of any Indian operating an orchard on a com-

mercial basis in British Columbia.

We conclude from these statements that in cases where Indians have been
3.
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enabled to. go into modern types of work, such as stfuctural steel work as in

Quebec, or operating 2 coal mine in Alberta or having farms with good imple-

ments and a high type of stock (as in parts of Saskatchewan and, Alberta) they

soon become on a par with their white neighbours.

‘We note, however, that no figures are. given for the number thus engaged

and we are inclined to think these constitute exceptional cases. Every province

reports Indians working as laborers, as unskilled laborers, as harvest or haying

or fruit picking hands, and such casual seasonal labour cannot be said to be a

firm foundation for making a self-supporting citizen. We ‘note no system. of

training adults for the many occupations possible and no plans for future training

in. permanent-types of work when the war-industry boom. is over, although we
note that in some schools courses in vocational. pursuits are now being given.

Dwellings.

A description is given of housing in each province. It is impossible to tell

without seeing them in exactly what condition the houses are. As far as B.C, is

concerned, personal acquaintance of members of this Society is with houses in

places as far apart. as Canoe Creek, Alkali Lake and Williams Lake (Williams Lake

Agency), Osooyos, Penticton, and Similkameen (Okanagan Agency), the Nicola

settlement outside Merritt (Nicola Agency), the reserve outside Duncan (Cow-

ichan Agency). Housing conditions in most of these places are very ‘poor, and

therefore we are particularly interested in the following statement of the Report:

“Special attention continues to be given to the improvement of Indian homes. All new

houses are built. upon modern lines of the small compact type sed by white labouring
classes.”’

It would be interesting to learn where these houses built upon modern lines

are to be found in the interior of B.C. and to what extent. they were financed

by the Indian Affairs Department.

’ We have information from Ontario which. states: “Most of these better homes

have been built by individual initiative, but there are some examples of govern-

ment housing programs.”

It seems to us, however, that the Department’s whole. attitude and interest

is here riakedly revealed: Indians -are not to be educated to their ability and

aptitudes, to take on. the great tasks that this world waits for; they are not to

take their place among other inhabitants of Canada for whom upward paths ate

not closed; they are to remain “labouring classes” as the highest ideal, The De-

partment says it is trying to get them up to this level.

We as responsible citizens absolutely reject this attitude to our fellow human

beings. Indians are Canadian people, and we shall not rest until we have made
every possible attempt to bring their plight to the Government’s attention.

Number of Indians.

We learn from the Indian Affairs Report that there were in 1939, 118,378

Indians in Canada and on them we spent $5,004,165—i.¢., $42.28 each. This

covers total administration, the Indian Agencies, reserves and trusts, all medical

care and welfare, all education (including $1,393.393 in grants.to sesidential

schools), a few very small items for grants to exhibitions, statutory Indian an-

“nuities and pensions. All this is covered by $42.28 per person per year, and of

this amount, approximately 7 per cent is absorbed by cost of administration.

We note there were 17,281 children in schools (275 day, 78 residential, and
10 combined). Although ‘the census of 1939 gives 26,390 Indians between the
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"$105.00 per annum in 1943.

ages of seven and 16; apparently only two-thirds are in any kind of school atall,
and as we have already pointed out, the majority are in the lowest grades.

‘The amount spent on “welfaré” shows a marked decrease from previous years

but totals only are given. We understand from other sources. that the relief paid
to an Indian family, whatever the size, is about $4.00 per month in groceries.

We further learn that Indian residential schools (total on rolls, 8,840, or half

the children in school) have very inadequate grants, especially for food and

clothes, receiving only 40c to 47¢ per day per child. Due to this cause the chil-

dren have to spend much time: planting and growing food, instead of being in

the classroom, and the under-nourishment and poor clothing naturally lead to

tuberculosis in later life besides keeping the children backward in their school

work, We understand the grant is the same as before the war although every -

housewife knows how prices have gone up and quality gone down, especially in

clothing of the plainer kinds.

Shocking as’ the deficiencies ‘appear to be, judging by the Indian Affairs Re-

port, we should have felt the Government was doing its best to “right the wrong”

had the Report ended with enthusiastic and generous plans for the future. We

are becoming seriously alarmed at the complacent acceptance of the Indian as a

lower class labourer to be kept alive at as little cost to the commonwealth as

possible,

This Province is showing deep concern over the plight of our aged folk, sub-
sisting on the amount of $30.00. per month. Yer we ask our native Canadian
friends to live and support a family on $4.00 a month in groceries.

Per capita income of Indians increased from $52.00 per annunt in 1933 to

(These figures are supplied by the Indian Affairs

Branch). While this great increase amounts to a doubling of income, it must

be remembered that it still means less than $9.00 a month per. person for all
expenses, and it must be remembered, too, that the relatively very high income

of the few like the structural steel workers of Caughnawga (who have-been called
to work on great engineering projects all over the continent) does much to. un-

balance the. per capita figure. No figures can conceal the fact that Indians have

not been placed in a position to: earn an adequate living in the modern world,

and such a ttifling sum has been expended on their behalf by the people of Canada
that their condition shows little improvement.

The Report gives no figures. to indicate how many babies are born in hos-

pitals, for instance, or even whether medical care at childbirth is available. It

eives no figures of water pollution at reserves leading to typhoid. It gives no

figure of expenditure for 1941 on trachoma, the leading concern of the United

States Indian health authorities, along with tuberculosis.

~,
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IMPROVEMENTS IN UNITED STATES INDIAN
ADMINISTRATION IN THE LAST TEN YEARS

Tn many other countries plans have been made, and circumstances have been

adjusted to help in the transition from the hunting and herding economy to the

machine age of today. The Maoris of New Zeland, after much repression, dis-

honest treatment with regard to land, and neglect, have at length progressed. to

the point at which they have four Maori members to represent them in the New

Zealand Parliament We mention this. to show what has been done elsewhere
within the British Commonwealth. In Yakutia, a portion of former Siberia,

corresponding to our northwest territories, the nomadic tribes have been brought

into a modern life of airplanes and tractors, the transition period being less than

25 years, Again, conditions are not exactly the same. However, conditions are

very similar in the United States, and a résumé of the American approach is

of. value to us.

The appalling conditions we see today in Canada once prevailed in the United
States, except that taking land away from the Indians seems to have gone much

farther...

The Report of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs (1940) of the United

States gives a summary of the situation as it was some 20 years ago (page 357).

“The cumulated and inherited official policy in 1920 was moving ahead impersonally
and with a ruthless benevolence or a benevolent. ruthlessness. That policy was one of ex-

tinguishing the Indianhood of all Indians through all devices within the control of a (gov-

ernment whose. power over Indians ‘was absolute; it included a continuing expropriation

of the Indian land.”

_ “And everywhere, excepting in certain limited parts of the south-west, the tribal and

the individual life of Indians was managed through a centralized and a horizontal bureau-
cratié program, under. the: aegis of thousands: of uncodified. statutes and of more than ten

_ thousand pages of unassembled regulations, by an Indian Bureau which monopolized. :all
the power over Indians and all the Indian Service.”

The 1941 U.S.A. Indian Affairs Report. states:

“The problem facing the Indian is in. its essence a ‘world problem and one which must
be solved if there is to be achieved any ordered stability in the international and internal

relation of states. It is the problem of reconciling the rights of small groups of people ta

cultural independence with the necessity for larger economic units demanded by modern

methods of mass-production and distribution. .This has been at the very heart of Indian
policy since 1933 ... . The rights of the Indian to cultural independence have been. seldom
recognized by. Indian ‘policy, but rather there has been the totalitarian concept of a super
race dominating, absorbing and reducing to serfdom the small minority groups of a

different culture.” (Our italics).

“In the recognition of the rights of Indians to ‘cultural independence present day. policy
has not lost sight of the face that this right must be reconciled with the demands for

adjustment to modern. technologies.” (p. 408).

The problems here stated so admirably for the U.S.A. is essentially the same
problem with which Canada is faced today and a problem which we insist is
capable of solution.

The following short list of dates shows what was done in the U.S.A.

1924—-Full citizenship was voted to all Indians.

1927—A far-reaching survey (comparable. to our Royal Commission): was begun.
1928—A special committee of the Senate began hearings on Indian investigation.

1929—Policy changes were begun in the Indian Department.

11
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“In 1929 the Secretary of the: Interior and the Commissioner of Indian Affairs joined
in. memorials to Congress, asking for legislation to re-establish the local democracy. of the
Indians, to curtail the absolution of the Government’s Indian syste, to apply the concept
of ‘constitutional right to Indian. economic affairs, and to settle decently and promptly
the: host of Indian tribal claims . . . And of inconspicuous but of basic importance was

i| an effort to apply modern principles of personnel. work in the Indian Service, That effort
i is not yet finished.” (p. 358). :

| 1933 onwards saw a drive towards Indian democracy and the cherishing of the
land.

“Indian cultures and religion were ‘put in possession of the full constitutional guatan-
tees. . . The inistitutionalized boarding schools for Indians were cut by one-third and the
children. were moved to community day schools; and: thousands of children. never before
schooled were brought into. the classroom.” (p. 359).

1934—The Indian Reorganization Act was, formulated.

* “The administrators took this proposed reform Jegislation to the Indians im great
regional meetings and. through. the Indians assembled there back to all of the Indian com=
munities. For the first time in history, all Indians ‘were drawn. into a discussion of uni-
versal problems focused wpon the most ancient and most central institution, local
democracy integrated with the land.” (p. 359).

_ The Act when passed, was arranged with a referendum so that each tribe
might adopt or reject it by majority vote.

The newly organized Indian Bureau acted as a clearing house for all efforts
made by other agencies in care of Indians, and gave its concentrated attention
to. all matters thus covered.

The 1941 U.S.A. Report mentions that results soon showed; for instance, in
that year 80 per cent of Indian babies were botn in Indian Service Hospitals. Tn+
vestigation into tuberculosis showed. that its incidence was not higher among

Indians ‘than among comparable economic. groups. Arrangements were made to
hospitalize Indians in State sanataria as near reserves as possible. Much anti-T.B.
vaccination was carried out’ among children.

The 1940 U.S.A. Report says:

“Tribes such as the Apache have stepped to the foréfront as conservators (of range
lands), creators of great cattle herds which do not overgraze, and operators of co-operative
enterprises of the-most modern types. And in their political self government: these tribes
have become models, deserving study by the-white countries or States: . .

“The impressive material achievement of the Indian across recent years has been at-
tained through the revival of ancient forms, and ‘the establishment of very modern forms,
and the merging of ancient and modern forms, in local democracy: ‘The Indians have
proved that democracy can plan and ‘can execute.” (p. 361-2).

An Indian tribe can assume complete political and economic control over its
internal. affairs, just as any incorporated municipality.

Quoting the same report we read:

“The type of organization adopted by the tribe reflects, again, the Indian will. Self
government among Indians, if effective, will follow no set pattern .... Some of the most
effective native governments, in. terms of ‘mairitaining social control within the group, are
archaic forms . . . But: whether the tribal government is an. ancient one or ‘a twentieth-
century product, membership ‘in the governing body, tenure of office, control of procedure,
are wholly within Indian hands.” (p. 364).

“Every tribal constitution has granted wornen full political equality. Since the be-
ginning of tribal organization, numerous women have served as members of tribal councils.”
“(bs 365).

“Progress. . . has not been even. To deny the failures and shortcomings of these five
years (1934-1939). would be to Claim*too much for the democratic principle; it. doesnot
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re-make men. overnight}. it does not ‘endow them with super-tolerance. At its best: it ‘seeks

only to remove from inen’s minds the fear of authoritarian control, to leave each man
free to. develop his own powers, and to fulfil his responsibility to society: A. democratic
state is. not created overnight by fiat; it is arrivéd at slowly and painfully, a product of
the deepest aspirations of the men and women making the state.” (p. 366).

“Never has there been any question of the ability of the Indian people to: rule them-
selves and to rule more wisely thait benevolent absentee authority. could. The failings do
demonstrate, however, that the Indian Office in the years ahead can be particularly helpful

by working with the tribal governing bodies and encouraging them to make full and wise

use of their powers and to develop habits of thinking in terms of tribal welfare.” (p. 366).

We feel there is no need to go into details of land restoration, conservation,

The persistent aim. is to usé money to make the Indian self-supporting, in-

dependent and prosperous.

etc., which can be read by those interestéd in the Report. The information on

co-operative livestock associations, irrigation schemes and so on, is of great value.

In health matters only the highlights can be touched. This is the _back-
ground:

(U.S.A. 1941 Report). “It (healthy is a story of human. conservation, scientifically
applied through the medium of medical workers whose application of modern methods

must be continually adjusted to the ancient: beliefs, ceremonies, traditions and taboos of

the many Indian tribes and bands.

‘As a privilege of free peoples, tolerance in the practice of local: customs. and beliefs
is. essential to a democracy. (Our italics). Yet, for generations, religious liberiy. was not

permitted to the lirdian tribes, while the curing ceremonies, an essential part of their faith,

were discouraged. (Our italics). Few persons considered of value the ‘mental stimulus

produced by the powerful song prayers and. the fact that through. generations of testings,

these ‘medicine men” had acquired an extensive knowledge of medical’herbs and the use’ of

practical therapeutics in the form of massage, sweat baths, cathartics, and cauterizations.

Years ago the Indian people. were reluctant to accept modern meédiciné. .. But gradually,

as skilled treatment brought the ill back to health and as: health education proceedéd in

the schools, the Indians themselves began demanding new hospitals, clinics, and medical - .
facilities. ;

i

“As evidence that it. by no means wished to interfere with or belitcle the ‘medicirie-
man’s’ role in tribal life, the government recently invited Navajo mediciné-men to partici-

pate in the dedication of two federal hospitals. The fact that the. Navajo. medicine-men

offered the prayers with which they bless their own homes in the dedication ceremonies,

demonstrated a reciprocal appreciation. and realization of their own limitations in the face

of modern science. Of similar interest, a full-blood Osage Indian, Eugene Butler, Je,
presented the Indian Pawhuska Municipal Hospital in Oklahoma a few months age with an

X-Ray machine of the latest model.” (p. 380}. . Lo :

Much detailed work is being done on tuberculosis, venereal diseases and

trachoma, and research into new methods goes on continually.

In the U.S.A. Indian Department, education has. the following aims: -
“Teaching Indians to make wise use of their own resources, encouraging and assisting

them towards better self expression, fitting their cultural and other gifts into the pattern _
of national and community life, finding new and more effective ways of teaching. basic

conservation facts, and. discovering and recruiting. better Indian. Service teachers .

“There has been a great emphasis. throughout the Indian schools, not. only on the
preservation or revival of native handicrafts, but also upon self-expression through painting,

wherever possible, in. a perpetuation. or revival of. traditional. forms. of expression.”

“While emphasizing the desirability of perpetuating native art traditiois, the: authorities *

will continue to recognize the right. of Indian genius to assistance in whatever form it may

appear.” (p. 384). : ° : : :

“The system of selecting teachers has béert completely revised; within the last two years”

two examinations have been announced which demand. qualifications. more. in keeping with

Indian Service. Rural living, training for rural life, teaching in schools which actively
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participate in community activities, and experience in adapting: curricula to. local needs,
‘are some of the qualifications now demanded in the examitiations which are supplemented
by personal interviews, tending to reveal such human qualities as initiative, ingenuity, ard
sympathy with the. problems to. be faced.

“Teachers chosen through these new examinations are being sent into remote Indian
communities. These teachers make friends with the older Indians of the community, in-
augurate school gardens, which rapidly spread to become community. gardens, and through
initiating school children in the care and. value. of livestock and farming, arouse com-
munity interest. in the school program.

“Adult women in the community ‘are encouraged to visit the s¢hool to learn to cook,
sew and preserve the newer food in newer. ways. The men of the community ‘are invited
to use the tools and equipment of the shop for home improvement and care of farm
equipment.” (p, 385).

The following’ extract is of particular interest to us in. Canada:

““Fwenty years ago the federal boarding schools required. students to do much of: the
manual: labour connected with the. maintenance and operation of these schools.” (Note?
Still the case in Canada today). . ‘

“Today, while many young Indians may be: seen. working around the schools, they do so
of their own. choice. Through. a selection of certain subjects, they may earn a little cash

as spending money or a share in the livestock, poultry or whatever other field. or activity
they have chosen as a vocation after leaving school. In the. day schools, students” begin
farming on their own land or thac of their parents under the supervision of skilled: in-
structors. In the boarding ‘schools these students who select agricultural training may,

through contract with the school, borrow a certain number of. livestock, poultry or ‘seed,
and through their enterprise return the cost of the school’s original investment, as specified

inthe contract, At graduation they take their. material assets. home, where they may’ serve

as a.beginning for their future enterprise, or sell them for casi.” (p. 388).

The- Indian Day Schools are being converted into community centres as
rapidly as possible. They are being built up as this centre of community life in

response to modern needs, just as they ate for white people in. the most. progressive

parts of Canada and the United Srates.

The number of day schools has been greatly increased in the past ten years,

and the school attendance has more than doubled. Twenty-five reservation and
non-reservation boarding schools have been closed and attendance at boarding

schools has dropped about 6,500. Many of the remaining boarding schools have

been reorganized as. vocational high schools. Where Federal Indian schools are not

maintained because there are other schools; the Government contributes to State

.or private agencies a part of the cost of education for children with one-fourth or

more. Indian’ blood.

In 1940, 4,682 of the permanent Indian Service staff of about 8,000 con-

sisted of Indians. There were eight Indian superintendents, 251 in. professional

positions, 935 in clerical jobs and about 3,475 in other skilled occupations.

Adequate training opportunities are given in all sorts of work, through
various Federal agencies, the CCC having been notably successful.

“Today there are more carpenters, painters, mechanics, surveyors, draughtsmen, and
engineers among the Indian population than ever before.” (p:. 392).

There are not comparable agencies in Canada, so such work will have to be

‘done from, the ground up. .

The'key to the entire U.S.A. Indian program is found on page 392 of the
Report as follows: sO

"Indian participation was sought in all Federal: activities concerned with Indian affairs,
and this participation was given added ntomentum -by the Indian Reorganization Act of
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1934, by the conservation programs carried-out largely by the Indians themselves; and by

the co-operative planning for economic and political self-sufficiency in which the Indians

play a primary role.

“The ideal. of the Indian. Service personnel has been initiative and: anoiwymity, to the
end that the Indians should eventually lend themselves.” (Our italics). :

“Decentralization. is well carried out, only 3 per cent of the administrative

personnel being located in Washington, D.C. Attention is-paid to the evaluation

and improvement of each employée’s talents and work, and. the expansion of

in service training, together with plans for selection of future personnel. This

all points to a solid basis being laid for the future.

Arts and crafts are greatly encouraged, while the worker is protected from

cheaply imitated wares. Markets have been developed for high quality goods

of authentic origin. :

‘The 300,000 Indians of the United States (Canada has just over one hundred

thousand) have a Department which can accomplish things because of capable

leadership and an. appropriation of. $35,000,000—a per capita grant of $117.00

as against Canada’s $42.00. Naturally, then, the conditions of life and hope for

the future of these Indians are both better than conditions and hopes of their

Canadian brothers under existing methods of. administration.

SHORT-TERM IMPROVEMENTS SUGGESTED
-- FOR CANADA |

In the light of these findings, only briefly summarized here, of grear achieve-

ments under almost exactly similar conditions we request the following plans

to be implemented for our native Canadian friends.

Short Term Items Requiring Money Only, and Not Extra Personnel,
Which. is Not Easily Available in. 1945. ©

1. That immediate steps be taken to put Indian relief on the same basis as white,

2. That old age pensions be granted to Indians on the same basis as whites.

3. That. immediately more money be made available for food at residential

schools.

4, That immediately larger grants be made for hospital and medical care.

§. That infiltration of whites into lands hunted and trapped over by Indians
be stopped at once, as this infiltration is causing severe hardship to our Indians.

6. That Indians be employed as game wardens wherever possible and to keep

predatory birds and animals in check.

7. That the provisions of the Veterans’ Land Act of 1942 be open to returned

members of His Majesty’s forces who are of Indian race. :

LONG-TERM PLANS

1. A new Act based on the lines of the United States. Indian Reorganization.
Act of 1933, to replace. the present Act of 1868.

This new act to have in mind today’s. situations, cit¢umstances and needs,

built on a firm basis. of conszlting the Indians as to their needs, and assuring them
cultural entity (when not already lost). and economic independence in the modern
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world. As-in the U:S.A., this should be extended to all of one-quarter oF more
Indian blood.

To have economic independence demands the operation of large units. ‘The

co-operative fish cannery, the community farm or ranch, the co-operative live-

stock association, the co-operative fruit and vegetable cannery—all these are

today’s units for ensuring large-scale production along with ownership for the

many. What are théy but the modern adaptation-of the tribal unit? The Indians

in their own culture knew, as ‘industrial man is painfully learning, that the

group is the centre of economic life. One can hardly name an article of modern

commerce which is not the product. of pooled resources in invention, technology

and manufacture. The tribal organization is today’s democracy: ‘people rule

themselves through the tribal group.

At the same-time, the Act should be so framed as to make assimilation (with-

out destruction) of the Indian easy.

We. quote Mr. G. C. Monture,; an Iroquois who studied at Queen’s. University:
“Nearly all our people speak English; in fact, only among the older people is the ancient

language preserved. In consequence, our old legends, myths, and traditions are. in danger

of being lost. It is in these legends and myths that I-hopé our Catiadian authors and poets

will find 2 source of inspiration for the création of a distinctive school of Canadian litera-

ture.

“We miuist forget our old traditions and take our place among the whites. Becausé some

cannot forget our ancient glories, their paths are not easy. They are as wanderers betweeti

two worlds, the one lost and the other not yet ready to receive them. It :is for them. that

I make a plea to our white brothers, asking that you be patient and understanding. We

have contributed much to yoiir ctilture: We are capable of. contributing more. Todo .

that, however, we must merge our identity with yours. You. must accept us, not as Indians,

bitt as Canadians, whose ideals are the same as yours—the building up of 4 united:Canada

free from sectionalism ‘and the prejudice of race and creéd—a Canada founded on the

British principles: of justice, truth and loyalty.”

We desire to see a Canada made up of many racial: ‘origins and we want no

theories of holding aboriginal inhabitants down to the quaintness of the past,

isolating them in picturesqueness for. the tourist trade, or limiting them to the

“labouring classes.” These. native Canadian are our brothers and have rights

as human beings.

2. Under the Act, Reorganization of the Indian Affairs Branch.

It. should be planned much as the United States Indian Service (which has

proved its suitability by actual recorded results), with vigorous leadership anxious

to serve the Indian to the best of the white man’s ability. It should be progres-

sively more and more staffed with Indians, as in the U.S.A., where 60 per cent

of the administration were Indian in 1940.

(Note: We are informed by the Department of Mines and Resources at

Ottawa that:

“The total number of employees engaged. in the administration of Indian Affairs is
about 1,000, of whom 65 aré at headquarters and the remainder in the. field. The figures
of Indian employees are not available.” (Letter, Feb, 7; 1944).

This suggests that there are not many Indian employees).

3. Administration should. be decentralized so that officials on the spot, with
knowledge of local conditions; may make decisions.

4. Self Government on the Reserves should be encouraged as much as pos-

sible. Responsibility for the keeping of the law should be in the hands of the

Chief and Council. Women should have equal voice with men in the council,

as in the United States. , eo
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5. The Act should provide full citizenship without any loss of lands, etc.,
as at present. Such was given without question in the United States in 1924.
At present there is the anomaly of the Government conscripting for military
service, demanding income tax, and yet saying that the Indians cannot be citizens,

cannot have old age pensions, etc. The Indians should be granted full citizenship

with the same rights and privileges as white people with regard to taxation, mili-

tary duties, relief and old age pensions and other matters of social security.

This is not a matter for accomplishment at one stroke, but should rese upon
the. expressed. willingness. of native Canadians themselves to accept duties and

gradually abandon the attitude of “wardship” under which so many inequalities

have been perpetuated. Many Indians wish to retain their Indianhood, for they

find many white men’s traits far from admirable. The typical Indian atticude

to community welfare, for instance, must find expression, and not repression, in

modern. society.

6. The new Department must take every possible precaution. against exploiting
parties, vested interests, etc., having a voice therein and. thus exerting influence.

A prominent Vancouver Island Indian says:

“The real need is for an Indian or a white man ‘NOT TIED UP’ with any other

office, to représént our point. of view in Parliament. As it is now, we are néver notified

of any change or.amendments until they come up and ‘are passed in the House. We need

a representative who would be well informed. on our problems, who could obtain our

viewpoint before any legislation as passed, and who would be interested solely in our rights.”

The Department must employ ethnologists and welfare officers trained to

assist in the transition from a hunting and. herding economy to modern life; and

yet aware of the value and dignity of native ways, especially in the regions far

from settlement. These men must have the welfare of the Indian at heart, and

must work with intelligence and enthusiasm for improving every aspect of life
for the Indians until such time as Indians can take care of themselves as fully-
fledged citizens.

7. A new system of education sbonld be established. Mission. schools of the

past have performed much devoted work, caring for chldren when parents

went to hunt or fish, but the task mow facing them is beyond their powet's

either as regards money or personnel. They are not ablé to provide an adequate

modern education and why, indeed, should we expect private groups to look

after our national responsibilities? We gave up private schools (except in a

minor way) as the educational system for Canada many decades ago, and we

expect. the same democratic system to be extended to the Iridians.

These. schools should be established. in conjunction with the provincial de-

partments of education and there must be an endeavor to bring them up to

proviticial standards as soon as possible. Teachérs for them should be specially

trained to. help in the work of transition.

‘The schools should. be day schools with the boarding schools being adapted
as high schools and technical schools for the older pupils. No one nowadays con-

siders institutional care, however good, as suitable for young children. In the

days of Dickens that was the accepted thing. Now social and educational workers

know that the home is the place on which to base the responsibility for bringing

up the child. The breaking up of family life has wrought great damage among

the Indians, and means for repairing it cannot be taken too quickly. It-is surely

against every principle to take children of seven and eight years away from their

parents, and, in the north, keep them away for perhaps seven years. Day schools
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benefit both child and ‘parent, the latter. being brought into close touch with

the teachers and school; and therefore being led to understand and value the

school program. _ . .

. With the new community-centre type of school so strongly to the fore among

educationalists and sociologists, there is no need for lower standard Indian school.

There will need to be slow changes ,but our ultimate aim is the establishment of

the same educational opportunities for all.

Modern instructors teach the use of the immediate environmenr to white

pupils, and there would be little difference in adapting it to Indian needs.

Teachers for schools predominantly Indian must have. special training today.

It is a courtesy dué to all minorities, until such time as they are made a part of

our great Canadian mosaic. ,

With the school a community centre, health education, home-making in-

struction, child care, and. all the myriad facets of adult education, could be car-

tied out as in the United States, and the Department should have special plans

developed for this purpose. ;

8. A system of adequate vocational training should be established. This should

be more than perfunctory training in manual arts. It should be connected with

the characteristic industries of the region, whether they be shipbuilding, farming,

lumbering, or other occupation. The school should provide a training that will

establish a groundwork for future entrance into skilled trades. Adult training

also should be provided for. .

9: Health needs a new approach. We suggest the study of the Canadian Fed-
eration of Agriculture Plan for Health Insurance, which envisages a health centre

in every rural community. These are to be devoted to preventive health measures,

and secondarily, to curative treatments. Such should be established in every reserve

of reasonable size, or else by some other method Indian health should be made

a part of the general health of the rest. of the district, and should be under, the

care of the provincial health authorities. Putting the health of all inhabitants

on the same basis under the sainie authorities, will make a good start towards

breaking down our isolationist technique towards. the Indians.

Tuberculosis, regarded as a special scourge of the Indian, has now been dis-
covered. to be largely a disease resulting from poor nutrition. The United States
Indian Service says in 1941 (p. 432) as already quoted:

“The preliminary evidence indicated that the occurrence’ of tuberculosis armong Indians,

while higher than the general population, hardly ‘exceeds that- of ‘comparable economic

groups.” . . .

Therefore, all attempts at curing tuberculosis without curing its’ cavise: are

wasteful attempts to build on sand. This, and the sulfanilamide treatment for

trachoma aie advances of science which must be widely. used. in~ treating the

victims of these diseases.

9. More hospitals, and hospitalization for childbirth. We repeat. that 80 per

cént of Indian babies in the United States are born in hospitals and we do not

want Canada to be behind. According to information obtained from the De-

partrient of Mities and Resources at Ottawa, under date 7th February 1944:

“No: figures are available respecting the percentage of Indian babies born in hospitals.”

10. The economic security of the Indians must be ensured. (It is all, of course,

a part of the larger problem for all Canada. We do not advocate copying every-

thing American, but it seems to us that Canada is lacking in provisions for mak-
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ing share-croppers, migrant farm labourers, etc:, into productive, self-supporting,

self-reliant. members of society, through resettlements such as those carried: out

by Federal Security Adiministration and other agencies.. If all low-income and

under-privileged groups are being aided, then help to the Indian does not partake

of charity, nor even depend on past treaties, but is a part of every Canadian’s

rights. We believe that such plans lie within your Committee’s terms of en=

quiry as to rehabilitation in Canada).

(a) Indians occupied in farming and ranching must be assured of a big

enough land base to carry out operations that will yield a good return. ‘The new

Act should provide for extension of lands, or resettlement on new lands when

present ones are inadequate. Modern large-scale methods and machinery must

be used and we suggest therefore the setting up of co-operative establishments

of every type. Co-operative livestock associations have proved very successful.

We suggest a study of the United States program in this respect.

(b) Hunting and trapping Indians need to be assured of adequate territory,

especially since so much game has disappeared. There must be some over-all
survey of the areas and fewer licenses issued so that those who: do have licences

can make a living. The encroachments of white hunters and trappers which render

it almost impossible for Indians in those areas to make a reasonable living, must

be prohibited through the licensing system.

The various muskrat and beaver conservation schemes are to be greatly com=

mended and should be extended, but alteriative methods of earning:a living must

be provided while the areas are “closed.” In our opinion, wild animal trapping

is on the decline and Indians so employed should be gradually led to participate

in co-operatively owned fur farms, raising scientifically, mink, fox, or whatever

the market demands as on the island fox-farms in the Aleutians. ,

(c) The fishing Indians of the west coast have already done a great deal for

themselves through native leadership aided by sympathetic white persons. The
University of British Columbia helped in laying the foundation for the co-

operative clam cannery wholly owned and operated by Indians and whites of

Massett, Q.C.J. Our native Canadians have done much to improve conditions

for all fishermen, white and Indian, including participation in a successful trip

to Ottawa to have prices adjusted more equitably. The “model village” of Cape

Mudge (Alert Bay district) should be studied by all interested in Indian welfare.

We would advocate as an objective, the bringing of all Indian dwellings and con-

ditions in general up to that fine level.

(d) The economic future of all Indians is not necessarily related to the present

means of support. We look for a time when reserves will have turned into great

co-operative undertakings and when all Indians will feel free to engage in any,

activity, quite apart from their ancestral rights. We look for a time when they

will have equal opportunity to obtain education and adequate training for these

occupations,

We particularly repeat that training in welfare work, nursing, health services,

teaching, and so on, are of the very greatest importance, so that native Canadians

may themselves help to raise the standards of their fellow men. Such trained

welfare workers are greatly aiding in the work of rehabilitation of Indians in

Mexico.

We have not suggested specific methods for training, since that is the prov-

ince of technical experts. The principles, however, must be those of building

on’ the characteristic Indian abilities. These are a community-minded people and
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can. therefore easily. engage in large.co-operative.activities; they are from early
éfivironment .and training often..very- highly. perceptive. woodsmen’ and .trackets,
and oceupations such : as registered. guides in. season,.and forestry. department
workers out of season would take. advantage of. such special. skills. ~~ ..

The. natural talents; whatever they. may be, must--be’ developed to ‘the ut-

most, so. that these. people: may make the greatest Possible contribution. to

Canadian life.

ll. A definite attempt to establish: the. “Four F treedoms” for Indians ntnst
include freedom of speech and assembly, which has not always been.the casé of

the past, and also freedom of religion. Today Canada practices religious. toleration

and every Canadian. is free to belong to any.sect, or not.to belong, as he chooses.

We insist that this right of all Canadians must be extended to Indians, and that

religious domination over Indian education must cease. If various churches. wish

to provide facilities for Indians, it must be on exactly the same basis .as the rest

of the population—a matter of choice.

We realize that the problem of transition to the machine age is not confined
to Indians, but is a difheulty the world over. But .there must be help “for the

Indians -whom. we have treated so shamefully and neglected so long.

-We.therefére desire. that a Royal Commission should be appointed at orice

té investigate the Indian question; that it should visit every reserve in Canada,

to take evidence and. reccivé the suggestions of interested persons; that it should

have enough Indian counsel on it to ensure that the Indian point of view does

not result only in a minority report.

.- We suggest that the personnel of this Commission might vary somewhat
from province to province. While there would necessarily. have to be Indians

on it travelling the breadth of Canada to-get the complete picture of the living

conditions of their fellows across. the country, we think. that Indians should also

be appointed for each province, acting only for the province from which ap-
pointed, so that ‘the Commission will have access to the ideas of Indians in’ each

area. Te is important, too, that the Commission ‘be comiposed of representatives

elected by National Welfare Councils, the Canada and Newfoundland Ediica-

tional Association, the Indians themselves, etc., as well as a representative from

the United States Indian Affairs Office. The latter should be a man who has taken

an active part in Indian reorganization work under the United States Indian Act

of 1934, and who is therefore conversant with administrative policy and subse-

quent fesults.

Such appointments to the Commission would ensure the bringing down ‘of
findings unbiased by political or economic influence.

When the Commission’s findings” are teceived, they should form the basis

of a new Indian Act, whose provisions should; as ‘in the United States, be dis-

cussed, considered and voted‘on by secret ballot in every” tribe.

Respectfully submitied by
Tue OKANAGAN SOCIETY ..FOR THE. _Ruvivar
OF “INDIAN ARTS AND ‘CRAFTS,

Ontver, B.C.

A. Mrerar, Oliver, BC. -.-- = - President
B. Weper, Penticton, B.C. = = Vice-President

Mrs. A. Mictar, Oliver, B.C. - - - Secretary

. Mrs. E. Paruam, Oliver, B.C.. - Recording Secretary

«Mrs. $. .M. Worsrotp, Oliver, B.C. -. +, Treasurer

20

be ee ee

Documentdisclosed under the Access to Information Act

Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur l’accés a l'information

004578



v

Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act

Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur Vaccés 4 linformation

RECOMMENDATIONS

submitted by the

OKANAGAN SOCIETY FOR THE REVIVAL OF INDIAN ARTS AND CRAFTS
OF OLIVER, B. C.

. June 1946, to the

SPECIAL JOINT COMMITTEE OF THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF COMMONS

appointed to examine and consider the

INDIAN ACT.

These RECOMMENDATIONS to be considered in conjunction with.
this Society's Brief entitled "NATIVE CANADIANS. A Plan-

the Rehabilitation of Indians! submitted to the Committee

on Reconstruction and Re-establishment, Ottawa - May 1944.
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RECOMMENDATIONS

The Okanagan Society for the Revival of Indian Arts and Crafts

herewith submits to the Joint Committee on Indian Affairs a plan

for the Rehabilitation of Indians. This Brief, entitled -
"Native Canadians A Plan for the Rehabilitation of Indians" was

summisted to tae Commint mabeuetion web @ eolishuent,
Ottawa, in May 1944 and a copy is attached hereto for your consid-
eration. It has been reprinted several times since then and has
had wide circulation and wholehearted approval from interested
persons, Indian and white, over the whole of Canada as will be
clear to you from records of the Committee on Reconstruction and
also from records of endorsements sent direct to the Indian Af-
fairs Branch in 1944 and 1945.

ste ee st Dar
COC feb Inoeths

. In the two years since our study was made this Society has
found little. to add to the main points therein ovtlined. However,
this further submission will touch upon matters not sufficiently

emphasized in the Brief, and upon material not covered by it.

It is clear tc us that a great demand is coming from Indians,

and particularly Indian veterans, for vast improvements without
delay. An Indian fights for democracy and obtains the vote, his
son has no vote. He notes in the armed services the care given
to food preparation, sanitation, anti-pollution measures and

health. The Native Brotherhood of British Columbia states that
returning service men "are not in the least satisfied to see the
same old conditions of poverty existing among their old people".
Young Indian farmers attended the 1945 Convention of the B. C.
Federation of Agriculture to ask for help in pressing for improve-
ments. "Loans for seed and machinery are most necessary" they
stated, "but the Indian Department has always pleawed lack of
funds". In our own district a young man with ambition to improve
his education has sent in an application to the Indian Agent (as
a veteran) for a correspondence course; as he has been unevle to
obtain a reply he is pressing this Society to intervene with the

Indian Agent on his behalf.
oe

A long’ range policy is needed with the over-ali aim of the
total emancipation of the Indian, at his own pace and as he wishes,
fundamental-to this being the establishment .of democratic prac-

tices, provision for opportunity to make a living, full health
care and a proper educational program.

In addition to the points developed in the Brief which we
present for your consideration, we should also like to call at-
tention to the following matters:

RESERVES: : | .

A comprehensive survey should be undertaken of ail Reserves

in order to ascertain whether the Reserve can maintain the pre-:

sent population, and whether facilities will permit the natural

increase in population also. to make a. living.

A survey would establish the fact that in B. C. for instance,

a great part of the Reserve lands in the interior are of Little

value. without irrigation being made available to those secticns

of land capable of being brought under cultivation. It is not pos-

sible for present occupiers to better their condition unless they

can make proper use of the land threugh utilization of fundamental

essentials. . ‘s

If the survey finds there is not sufficient grazing or ar-

able land to sustain the population, then additionel Jand should

be made available. A case has been brought to our notice where

summer grazing is too limited to meet requirements of the Band

whose vocation is cattle ranching. The herd could be considerably

increased by allotting more grazing ground from the Government

lands on the mountain slopes directly adjoining that particular Re-

serve.
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In’ order to safeguard the future of the Indian population,

no land from the present Reserves should be disposéd of, unless
there is a very decided voluntary movement of the Indians them-

selves away from the ancestral occupations.

This suggested survey would reveal the state of living con-

ditions on the Reserves, further it would bring to light:

(a) Condition of the main road into the Reserve.

(b) Health and sanitary conditions, domestic water.
ssupply, etc.

(c) Facilities for education both on and adjacent to
the Reserve.

(ad) Recreational facilities on the Reserve.

(e) Possibilities for more suitable industry to sup-
plement that already being practised.

(f) Vocational training possibilities.

(g) Best ways and means to foster revival of native
‘arts and crafts.

INDIANS NOT ON RESERVES:
(This does not refer to nomadic Indians of the North)

While those anxious to continue on the Reserve lands should

be given far greater. encouragement and assistance, there should

be a definite system of help for those who wish to set up for

themselves, either as individual farmers or ranchers, or in the

many other occupations for which they have aptitude. After some

generations of dependency under which Indians have not been per-

mitted to make any business decisions for themselves, they can

hardly be expected to attain high standards without strong support

being given them in their endeavour. Tactful and not interfering

assistance is needed in the construction of modern houses in sub-

urban areas, advice as to vegetable gardens, home-making, child

care and so on, so that slum conditions may not arise through

lack of knowledge.

EDUCAT rLON

We wish to give all possible emphasis to our previous recom-
mendations in "NATIVE CANADIANS" pages 17 - 18 on the community

centre and adult education, for only by reaching the young adult,

particularly the young mother, can any real progress be achieved.
Health, home-making, child care and recreation are all crying

needs today. On some Reserves poor condition of moral behavior

can be attributed mainly to the fact that there is nothing of in-

terest for the young people to do. Adult education facilities

Should be readily available to all. Vocational training for young

people is essential. Trained welfare workers with a thorough

background of the social sciences should be in charge of such

centres if the Reserve is large enough; if not, a system of tra-

velling vans could have a settled route to cover each week,

bringing demonstrations, films, such as those of the National Film

Board Circuits, possibly radio programs, discussions, clinics, and

most certainly recreational facilities. The program offered in

some rural areas by the Dominion/Provincial Youth Training Schools

provides a very acceptable model for this work.

All institutions of learning must be open to native Canadians
on a merit basis. We point to the amazing record of Indian doc-

tors, lawyers, nurses, teachers and ministers who have absorbed

an academic education. There is evidence of accelerated progress
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made by children who have transferred from Indian to the regular
public schools. As long as Indians remain wards of the Govern-
ment, no Indian proving worthy of higher education should be de-
prived of the means to enable him to qualify for professional or
esecutive positions. To illustrate our point we quote from a
letter written by Mr. Bric J. Dunn, Principal of the Aiberni Dis-
trict High School, dated 7th. September 1937. (A copy of this
letter was passed on to us by the Society for the Furtherance of

B.C. Arts and Crafts, Victoria, and had been addressed to
My. F.E. Pitts.)

tT have been informed there seems to be some pos-
sibility of three Indian boys not being able to contin-

ue at school. In my opinion if such should happen it .

would be nothing short of a tragedy. I have been teach-
‘ing school here for ten years and can unhesitatingly

state that Eddie and Willie are by far the most bril-

liant all-round pupils I have encountered. Should they

continue I feel morally certain that either will have
an excellent chance for the Provincial scholarship, it

would be a shame if these two boys who are probably
the first Indians who have had the opportunity of lead-.

ing the Province, should be deprived of the chance. f

feel sure that if you consult any member of my staff
you will find that my views are shared by every teacher

here--- I trust you will use every means in your power
to have them enabled to complete the High School".

Signed - Eric J. Dunn.

Mr. A.E. Pickford, Bibliographer of the Victoria Society in-
formed us that one of these young students had wished to become a
doctor and the other a lawyer each to act in these professional
capacities on behalf of their people, but the desire of these two
lads had been frustrated through lack of interest of those Govern-

ment officials who were responsible for local education.

As Mr. Pickford comments, "the letter from the Alberni High
School contains a measure of eulogy which will be very helpful in

proof of the proposition that Indian children have a mental equip-
ment which entitles them to the very best education which the

country can afford. It may be of interest to the Joint Committee
to learn that one of the lads in question is working as a fisher-

man on the West Coast of Vancouver Island, the other was killed

overseas serving with H. M. Forces.

It is unnecessary to emphasize the fact that this is a dir-

ect reflection on our Government's policy towards the native Can-

adians, wards of the Government, in whose cause we plead for jus-

tice.

Beautiful paintings and other works of art executed by
young Indian children of the Inkameep and Lytton Indian Schools

and which won some of the highest awards in the Royal Drawing So-

ciety's Wer Time Competition, London England, in 1940/41/and 42
testify as to the value of native art, which if encouraged and not

stifled can constitute a real.contribution to the arts and crafts

of this Dominion. It is worthy «f note that H.M. Queen Elizabeth

eequired one painting executed by Sis-hu-ulk of Inkameep, for her

private collection.

The educational system must be improved rapidly in order to

remove the disadvantages of the present often third-rate. curri-

culum. We endorse the urgent appeal for more day schools, and

for semi-residential schools where geographical factors make the

day school impossible, - all these schools to give an education

at least equal to that in the regular schools of the province.
We suggest that since education is at present a prerogative of. the

“provinces that Indian education should likewise be transferred to

Provincial control in order to gain some equality for the Indians

in the places where they live. Since in B. C. some 250 Indian
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children already are receiving education in public elementary and
high schools such arrangements can easily be made. Where possible

a school bus can pick up the children and take them either to the
Reserve school or to a nearby public school. A bus would be par-
ticularly necessary with a semi-residential school in order that
the students might get home at the weekends. Since the Reserves

do not come under Provincial taxation for school purposes, feder-
al and provincial authorities could work out some suitable ar-
rangement.

AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION:

The white citizen farmer can avail himself at ali times of

the knowledge and experience of those in charge of our Dominion
Experimental Stations as also of the services of Provincial Gov-

ernment District Horticulturists and Agriculturists. It is sug-
gested that these facilities be made more easily available for In-

dians, and also that special instructors be appointed whose work
will be to stimulate, encourage, and instruct Indian farmers,
cattle ranchers, etc. urging them to take advantage of the present
facilities. Young Indians should be encouraged to qualify as in-
structors to fill these posts.

REFORESTATION:

Youths showing special ability at school might qualify for a
special practical reforestation course and those proving competent
should be given every assistance to qualify for higher executive
positions. Reforestation of depleted Reserves as well as proper
care of existing stands of timber on the Reserves should be given .
immediate consideration. The Reserves could be used for practical
demonstration and training. The Indian's background makes him es-
pecially suitable for this type of work.

FISHING AND TRAPPING:

Steps must be taken by the Federal and Provincial Govern-
ments to ensure that Fishing and Trapping Rights are more closely

safeguarded for the Indians. It is most advisable that Indians

should be instructed and encouraged in the conservation of wild
life, which has, and is still being sadly depletedto the point of

extinction in some cases.

HEALTH:

In addition to our previous recommendations on "HealthTM we
Suggest that travelling T.B. Clinics whose itinerary covers the

whole Province to control T.B. among the white population, should

be extended to include and take care of all the Indian population

on the different Reserves. Strictest control is necessary to com-

bat the spread of this devastating disease among our Indian people.

TRANSPORTATION - ROADS:

Indians on small Reserves such as are the rule in B. C.

cannot own their own road grading equipment. The approaches to

some of the Reserves are not even worthy of the name of "trails".

It is suggested that at least the main road into a Reserve should

be graded at specified intervals, the Dominion making some arrange-

ment with the provinces for this purpose. Improvement of the

roads is a prerequisite to the institution of much of the health

and education program. <A school bus cannot travel over the pre-

sent rough tracks nor could travelling adutt education workers vi-

sit the Reserve regularly. Im our own district the V.0O.N. Nurse

appointed to make a weekly visit to the Reserve, is very often pre-

cluded from doing so (for weeks at a time) owing to the impassable
state of the road. Thus even this health service is denied those

who would be benefited greatly from regular visits.
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INDIAN AGENTS:

Your Committee should, in our opinion, investigate thoroughly
the matter of Indian Agents. Who appoints them? How are they
recruited? How trained? What qualifications are required? Do

they receive any in-service training? How many of their dicta-
torial powers are necessary today? .

We endorse some curtailment of powers, as outlined in the
Brief of the "Protective Association of Indians and their Treaties

of Saskatchewan" September 1945. A man placed in the position of
prosecutor, judge, jury and defence cannot be expected to produce
impartial British justice...

POWER OF CHIEF AND COUNCIL:

The present position of Chief and Council is little better

than a debating society. These elected officials should be regard-
ed_as a municipal council with similar powers within their terri-
tory. They should be able. to use the money of the Band at least
for minor improvements without obtaining permission of the Agent.
By thus using monies of the Band for minor improvements they can
progressively attain that state where they become capable of hand-
ling all their resources. They should have law-making and law-
enforcement powers similar to those of municipal councils. They
should be entitled to receive remuneration for their activities,
as municipal representatives do.

ENFRANCHISEMENT AND PARLIAMENTARY REPRESENTATION:

Many native Canadians are opposed to enfranchisement, seeing
as a hollow mockery the granting of a vote in exchange for all
tribal rights, rights in land and property and so forth. There is
in our opinion no reason why Indians should not be given the vote
immediately, without anyqualification or reservation whatsoever.

They were given the vote thus in the United States in 1934. However,

it should be a matter entirely for the Indians themselves to decide
through their own orgenizations. They have discussed the possibi-

lity of electing, for the time being, Indian representatives to
Parliament, perhaps one to a province, representing Indians only

in order that they may be free from political maneuvering. The

Native Brotherhood of B. C., The Indian Association of Alberta,

The Union of Saskatchewan Indians are three Provincial Groups

containing most of the Indians of their respective provinces, who

have already had considerable practice in electing executives and

so forth and are no doubt capable of electing one of their members
to represent them in Parliament.

The plan for separate representation may tend to perpetuate

separation and reinforce the ideas of those who would keep the
Indian apart, but for the present it seems the only feasible me-

thod by which the Indian may have a voice in his own affairs.

UNITED STATES ADMINISTRATION:

We most strongly urge your Committee to call as witness a

member or members of the United States Indian Affairs Department.

In the last 15 years the whole attitude of the United States In-

dian Administration has completely changed and is still in a state

of revision. Our Brief, ("Native Canadians") gives a short out-
line of the underlying philosopny and the start of the achieve-

ments, but further detailed study would be invaluable in the for-

mation of a new policy for Canada.

INDIAN WAR VETERANS:

We urge that Indian veterans of the Second World War parti-~
cipate in the matter of Gratuities, Benefits and other privileges

in connection with rehabilitation, on the same basis as white ~
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veterans; for this reason we endorsed a Resolution passed in May

by the Indian Association of Alberta: .

"That all Indian veterans in Canada be eligible for

an additicnal sum of $3500. This additional sum

will be a loan through the proper channels of Re-

habilitation and the Department of Veteran's Af-

fairs.: This loan will be repaid on amortized in-

stalments over a period of 25 years with interest

at 3 percent per annum. An additional downpayment |

of ten percent would be furnished from the Band

Funds to which the veteran belongs."

ATTITUDE OF OTHER CANADTANG:

_ he Indian Affairs Branch must have at its disposal suffi-

ecient funds and well-trained personnel to put Indian achievements

and possibilities before the public in a sympathetic manner

through exhibitions, radio, films, press notices, etc. etc. Race

prejudice must be defeated and the: public must be educated in tol~

erance, friendliness and understanding. The public is itself re-

sponsible for the serious state of Indian affairs, and yet it is

‘from the public, as well as from the Indians themselves, that de-

mands have come for reforms. A speaker in the House of Commons

stated (22nd. September 1945, Canadian Press Report):

"I believe the time has come or is fast approaching

when we should give earnest consideration to chang-

ing the emphasis, and thinking not so much of build-

ing up the Indians to our standard of living, but of

developing a program that would prepare the hearts

and minds of our own people to receive the Indian on,

a basis of equality. There are many Indians who

are our equal in knowledge, in ability and in ser-

Vice." (our italics)

Finally, we ask that the Special Joint Committee of the Sen-

ate and the House of Commons appointed to examine and consider the

Indian Act should earnestly consider our Brief - "Native Canadians"

and these submissions made in the hope that they may be instru- .

mental in furthering the cause of our Indian citizens. As the
writer, Hazel Robinson points out:

'The race that had evolved a knowledge of astronomy

equal to that of Europeans when the first white man
came, is capable of ventures into the realm of ab-
stract thought. The people who had developed and

practised a free and beautifully conceived democracy

hundreds of years before even the idea was born

amongst the suffering people of the Old World have

other contributions to make to our democratic way of.

Life. The minds that evolved the system of sending

messages centuries before the telegraph was dreamed

of can evoke modern miracles for the benefit of

their own and the white race.

The sensitive artistry and deft fingers of their

artisans who produced unbelievably beautiful silver

and gold work, jewel cutting, pottery, weaving and

basketry, are ready to give Canada a truly native

handicraft.

Up to the present day they have been stunned and

stultified by the tragedy which has engulfed their

race. Now, with our good neighbour assistance,

with tolerance, understanding and friendliness we

may yet help to restore, and even better - help this

fine people to restore themselves to their proud her

itage. Thus Indian and white men alike can measure

up to their full stature and responsibility as Can-

adians."
~ fF a

et
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We desire to place on record the fact that this Society has, on

separate occasions, endorsed the following:

Ll. Suggestions on the Encouragement of Arts and Crafts

in the Indian Schools of British Columbia.

- by Miss Alice Ravenhill, President of the Victoria
Society for the Furtherance of B.C. Indian Arts

and Crafts, in October 1942.

Memorial on Indian Affairs presented by the Indian

Association of Alberta, September 1945.

2nd Memorial on Indian Affairs presented by the Indian

Association of Alberta - 1946.

Brief submitted by the Protective Association for
Indians and their Treaties of Saskatchewan - October,

1945 -

Okanagan Society for the Revival

of Indian Arts and Crafts,

Albert Millar,
Oliver, 17th June, 1946. President.
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December 21, 1951.

Miss Marjorie J. Smith,

Director,

Sehool of Social Work,

The University of British Columbia,

Vancouver, B,C,.

Dear iiss Smiths:

.T have received your letter of December lOth relative to my

serving on an advisory "panel®, in connection with the thesis

concerning the welfare of Indians, being completed by Miss Bea

Sanderson as a reqcuirement for the '.5.W. Degree.

I shall be pleased to act on this "panel" and to render any

possible assistance.

Wishing you the Complinents of the Season.

Sincerely yours,

W.S. Arneil,
/wm Indian Commissioner for B.C.
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THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIS

Vancouver, Ganada.

SOHOOL OF SOCIAL WORK .. Dees, 20....... 19%...

Mre APpedl. wl... ee eee ee

indian. Commissioner. ...

.Vauconyver,. BaSo.....

Dear Mr. Arneil,

One of the important requirements for the Master of

Social Work degree is the completion of an approved research project in

the second yoar of work. We are very conscious of the far-rcaching aroa -

ropresented by social welfare activities, public and private, in

British Columbia and Canada generally - in which research is needed;

and this is one of the reasons for the inclusion of research training

in the Master of Social Work curriculum. But we are also conscious

of the difficulties of gotting good research done, including the

scarcity of personnel. There are only a relatively fow Master of Social

Work graduates so far, but their numbers are increasing; and we shall

welcome your help in making the best possible use of them. We are

trying to organize our resources so as to give effective assistance

to the second-year students, but also to increase association between

members of the School of Social Work and administrators and practit—

ioners in the field who are interested in research,

Accordingly, for each thesis student, once his research
topic has been approved, and some progress mado in its initial formation,

we set wp an advisory "pancl" of three persons. One is the School's research

supervisor (Dr. Marsh); tho second is another faculty member whose gspecial-
ization is in the area ef the study; the third is a person from a department, —

agency, hospital, etc., directly concerned with the study, who can relate to

it professional, operational and community experience. There may, ofsoourse,

be some variations from this general pattern in appropriate cases.

The object of this plan is to help the student to have

threefold advice and liaison, and to be better aware of the integrative
nature of a good project ~ research method, social work principles, and
practical experience. But we also hope it will serve as a means of

keeping professional personnal outéide the University better informed
on our research programme and able to participate in it.

(continuod on Page 2)
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We should be very grateful if you would agree to serve on
an advisory panel for Miss Bestrice Sanderson » whose project is

| outlined in the attached sheet. We trust that the amount of conference
time required from panel members will not %se unduly great. It is intended

| that the initiative in seeking advice or guidance should be left to the

student; and it is also anticipated that formal meetings of all three

members will be needed as the exception rather than the rule. The second

faculty member of the panel is Me, Hawthorne ; who will

call a meeting of the panel if necessary. In some casés, joint meetings

with related panels may be called.

it will be much appreciated if you will.consent to act, and

we welcome this opportunity of furthering our contact with you. | You may
care to note that the normal date for the completion of M.S.W. theses is |
June 30th, and thet permission to extend the time for a subsequent year is

given only in approved cases. You should bo aware also that general

supervision of all theses by the School is maintained through the series of

seminars (under Dr. Marsh's direction) which are held weckly during the
whole of the second year.

Yours very sincerely,

pe . “ ~\ aT . / ae

bode ae FB bee

Marjorie de Smith,
Director. pee
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‘@ SEASONAL” LABOUR OF BRITISH

COLUMBIA INDIANS IN WASHINGTON STATE

In the summer of 1918 a brief study of contemporary Indian migration was un-

dertaken after discussion with officials of the Branch of Indian Affairs, with

teachers, representatives of the churches, and Indians. To all of these the annual

movement of large numbers of Indians from southern British Columbia to Washington,

for work in the berry and hop fields, is the cause of considerable interest, ranging
from disapproving concern with some to the pleasurable anticipation of others. No

picture of why they went, what occurred during the stay, and what resulted from
the migrations, seemed to be ee git complete, and it appeared to be of sufficient
importance to go and find out.(1) A group of berry farms near Mt. Vernon was
chosen as the location of the tudy, and a small research group took up residence
in the camps of the pickers. 2y

(1) Two very useful complementary studies had been made, by Robert Lane, graduate

student of the University of Washington, and by Gladys Mcllveen, Social Worker,
US Indian Service, Seattle, and were very kindly mde available,

(2) Two graduate students of the University of British Columbia, C.K, Toren and
CE. Hopen, employed by the Branch of Indian Affairs during the summer as welfare
workers, helped to delineate the problem, They were engaged in making preliminary
enquiries for the granting of a cash allowance to Indians over seventy, and Mr.
Toren had been assisting with flood relief in reserves along the lower Fraser and
the Lillooet rivers. Asone result of their work they had become very welcome vis-
itors to the bands where they were known. Through an earlier study of childhood
and personality in a Squamish band at North Vancouver, another student, G.M, Wilson,

had become acquainted with a number of members of the band who left early in the
summer to pick fruit in Washington. The introductions of these workers weré to
prove of the greatest value, and allowed adequate results to follow from quite a
brief investigation, Two other students, W. Duff and E, Broderick, completed the
group,

Mr.- Toren located a band from Pemberton, along the Lillooet River, of which
he knew some of the people as well as the-outlines of their contemporary culture, *
After he had made the preliminary arrangements, a five-day field study was begun
at a farm where we also found a group of Mr, Wilson's Squamish friends, A tent
was pitched along the row of tents which housed the pickers.

After half a day the research group was no longer a very strange element in

the community, which was one of quick adjustment and continual change. Conversations
usually’ continued as the researchers approached, and they were included in many of

them, Some of the old men were skilled raconteurs, and welcomed a new audience,

The students played ball games with the younger group, and one man joined in a dance

and an all-night party. People talked freely on the topics under study,

i There were 75 Indians in the one camp, about half of them over 16 years of age,

and all but fifteen or so regular workers, 31 of these came from the Pemberton band,

and 20 from the Squamish. All of the adults were interviewed, some of them with
a brief set of questions and some at length, and discussions or informal interviews

were held with approximately the same number from other camps.

‘Because of ‘the’ small numbers, the data do not warrant statistical analysis.
‘The questionnaire, given on the final day, called for answers on earnings, on length

of stay, on reasons for coming, on reactions to camp life and desires for improvement

in it. It proved of assistance in ‘checking conversational impressions, for example,

of a preponderance of families that did not expect to make any net income from their

work in 198 although they had done so in past years, and of the recurrence of recrea+

tion, exbitement or escape as motives for the annual migration,
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rom informal participation in camp life and from the inquiries which were

planned and formalised from time to time as a new lead suggested itself, it
seemed possible to put together most of the factors contributing to the migra-

tion; the expected and actual earnings, and the details of everyday life and
recreation so as to get a picture in which certain patterns were dominant and
recurring; The study was terminated when it was felt that this was reached,
ana after sufficient attention had been paid to surrounding farms and other

groups of pickers to check the range and general validity of our findings,

In a way the migrations precede both the creation of an international

boundary and the commercial growing of berries. Some of the Salish of the south.

' ern mainland and Vancouver Island engaged in similar travel for trade, for visit-

ing; and the seasonal changes_in food-gathering. These visits continue for other
purposes, For example, some Indians of these areas travel to attend the Treaty

Day celebrations of Washington bands, their presence considered a vital ele@ent

in the success of the gatherings.

The child of livin enerations has grown, up in expectation of that annual
trip. Many adults, in GoRversabions held@in the course of this study or heard
by some of the group at other times, said that the trips were the outstanding

events of their childhood, Whatever the complex of factors upholding the past
migrations, a number of people who have known only the current forms look for-

ward to them as exciting and pleasurable experiences, One conclusion reached

from the study is that some are now finding it difficult to achieve this vaca-
tion atniosphere during the labor season, and from that as well as other causes
it is likely that migratory labor will diminish as a factor of importance in

contemporary life,

Families and in some cases nearly entire bands, join in this seasonal labor,
and travel to Washington by truck, bus and car, Usually staying together as a —
band, they count on spending June or perhaps the entire season from June to

September, picking the crop at one farm and moving on to the next when it is done,
The farms average perhaps forty acres in this area, and workers may stay at then

for a month or more before the crops, first strawberries and later raspberries,
are picked, Some stay on after the berry season to pick hops.(3

(3) The field notes of C.K. Toren present the following description of life and
labor in the berry farm:

Situated about six miles south of the city of Mt. Vernon, and half a mile from

the main highway, this camp covers a total field acreage of approximately 90 acres,
The land is flat, spreading out from the sea-coast to mountainous ridges several

miles inland. At the time of our arrival raspberry picking had not begun, and straw—

berry picking was over, but to fill this gap the Indians were being paid eighty-five

cents an hour to weed in the strawberry field, which they do by kneeling on the
ground and moving up the row, All worked who could, so that the ages ran from ten

to seventy-five -vvears. Although the main body of workers in this camp were Canadian
Indians, there wire isolated American Indians, Filipinos, and white Americans. The
hours of work were from eight in the morning until five ab night, Picking was paid
by piece-work at a rate of one dollar per crate of berries with a twenty-five cent
bonus per crate to be paid at the end of the season, :

The community area where the majority of the Indians lived was about five hun-
dred feet in lensth and sixty feet in width, There was one main street, and on
each side a row of ten frame tents, six with a floor area 16 feet square, and
eight 12 by 1h, .At one end of the street were four single frame outhouses, two

marked "hes" and'two marked "shes". To the right of these was a corrugated iron

shower room, (Cont'd page Three}
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Figures from the New Westminster Agency indicate the extent of this seasonal

labor. Approximately 250 people from this agency were employed in berry or hop

fields in. the United States and Canada during the summer. In addition, large but

undetermined numbers from the Vancouver, Cowichan and Lytton agencies migrate

‘southwards each summer, oo ue

The common reasons given in conversation:and in reply to the question, “Why.

do you come here?" stressed the enjoyment of wider company, of excitement, of a

pleasurab}? vacation, of higher wages, and, rather spectacularly stated, of ethnic

equality, ) no, es

(3) (Cont'd from page two) Field notes of C,E, Hopen include comments on the san~

itary facilities, which in much of the accommodation provided in this area violated

the provisions of the State Board of Health Rules and Regulations Governing Sani-
tation in Labor Canps (197): ~ Oo :

“In all three camps the toilets were dirty. At one canp many of the people .
refused to use them, Parents complained against this condition because they felt

it was very bad for their children, .

The showers again revealed a disregard for sanitation, Not only was there a
shortage of showers but those they did have were unclean, No foot baths were pro-

_ vided and the walls and floor were musty.

In the disposal of garbage there was more regard for sanitation, with one ex-
ception, where some households discarded their garbage haphazardly at the rear.of
the cabin, ,

Field notes of W, Duff gave details of the tent interiors:

(The mother of this family was ill in hospital). The hut was furnished with
two iron double beds and one single bed, a wood stove, a rough table, shelves, and
a radio, The bedclothes and mattresses were not.clean, and were quite worn and

’ thin, The single bed was the only one made, There was an wntidy pile of wood on
* the, floor in front of the stove and’ the floor had. not been swept, The radio. on top’
of the shelves was playing cowboy music. Some of the items on the shelves were tea,

bread, butter, oats, sugar, flapjack flour, syrup, salt, etc,

(A cabin tn a nearby camp). The cabin is small, about 1)! by 10' with a wooden

floor and walls, and a canvas roof, The stove is outside under a corrugated iron

roof, This cabin was very neat and clean, The floor was swept, One bed was neatly
‘made with a pink bed spread on top. On the shelves above the bed were cold cream, .
lotion, nail polish, and a smart black plastic purse, On the opposite side of the
room was a double bunk, and along the back wall were open shelves, containing food.
A meal was being cooked on the stove outside, and the pots and pans were in good

condition, , .

(h) It was possible to cheek some of the statements, such as those which claimed

economic gain as the motive for coming, and to see that in some instances this -
might well have been 'a reasonable expectation, whereas in others it was hopeful

self-delusion or misrepresentation. Yet this sort of fact has its important place

as part of the value system which is both produced by the social process and

' also partially in control of it. ee
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On this last, it was said:

"The American people are pretty good for Indians,"
"They treat us better," a

"We try to talk to whites in’ Cenada, they just turn their back on us, Down

here the whites are like brothers to us. When we get to Canada they treat
us like a bunch of dogs. We can't even talk to them, These people around
here, they're more gentle to us,"

Most of the adults enjoyed this feeling of freedom from discrimination, yet

it should be noted that ethnic inequality prevails in Washington to much the same
extent as in British Columbia, Under camp life the visiting Indian does not feel

the restrictions of the permanent resident.

. + Many statements stressed an expected good time, some even at the expense of

larger earnings in Canada, It is the general opinion of many people who work with
the Indian in British Columbia that enjoyment of liquor and a good time in general

absence of controls, form the main or only reasons for migration. From the obser-
vations of this study, it seems correct to deny majority indulgence in liquor or
riotous orgy; although the police of Mt. Vernon said that the Canadian Indians
drink more heavily than those of the State of Washington. A minority became drunk
on the one Saturday night of the stay,

The replies which pointed to these motives rant

"We like to come, Not much to do at homei"
"Just for the fun of it;" °

"We meet other people."

"Mostly holiday."
"We just like it down here,'! (This was from a man who could earn more in a
cannery in British Columbia.)

"We come down because it's nice. We don't make much money but enough to

live on,"

"Wages are better in the logging camps, but we seem to have more fun
down heré," _ .

And from a man with home in the interior of the province,

"It's too hot there in the summer,”

About one-third answered that they came in the hope of making more money, /
It is obvious that this reply could be given to hide reasons which might draw dis-

approval, Actually, a check with earnings showed these expectations to have been

generally well-founded in past seasons, although high costs had reduced the pos-

sibility of saving anything in 198, This anticipation of gain, and the accom-
panying diseppointment from poor result s, were most keenly felt by the Pemberton.

band, whese crops had suffered from flood damage, Nine out of fourteen heads of

families who were eble to give an answer on this point anticipated no saving. One

of those who expected to make a gain this year contrasted the anticipated $200.
with $300. last year and $1,)00. the year before that,

Some variant answers in this group were:

"It's easy to get a job here. It's hard to get work in Canada," (from a
man who had left one to come).

"The fire season had shut down the logging camps."

"I could get work in Canada, but it doesn't pay. I was working there for

WO¢ an hour. Down here we get 85¢..!
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A less widely known spur to the expedition is the payment of perhaps ten

dollars per worker made to the chief or head councillor, or other persuasive

person who acts as labor agent, . The head councillor of one band, who had ore

ganized the journey, contracted with the grower for the supply of so many pickers
supervised transport, and acted as overseer in the fields, said he ordinarily

expected to support himself for the rest of the year on the season's earnings,

The expectations were met in varying degrees. For many it was undoubtedly
a vacation, although every mother complained about the lack of facilities for

housekeeping, The actual picture varied from accommodation which disgusted then

to the point of rejecting it, to conditions which were far better than they
possessed at home, but they were keen g informed crities, and demanded better.
cooking, washing and toilet facilities, ( ) In the summer of 198, as in the past
one, the high cost of food had used up most of their earnings, and all were dis-
contented on this point; on the other hand, it is probable that they still ate
better then at home, Liquor was readily available to those who sought it, even on

credit, in contrast to the partially effective Canadian prohibition of liquor

for Indians,

Children had generally looked forward to meeting more friends than at home,
and some of them to a life free from the supervision of the priest or teacher,
The long and generally unsupervised day proved fairly boring, however, and damp- ~
ened their holiday spirit, For the smaller children, camp life is more likely

to mean either drudgery or neglect, and their widely-reported retardation on
returning to school may be the result of the absence of much new experience,

To some extent, the patterns of child and adolescent behavior contrast strong-

ly with those of winter life, This is so especially with some of the older child-
ren, whose participation in the unsupervised adolescent life of the camp finds
little counterpart in school or home reserve, Conversely, for those who spend
the remainder of the year at a residential school, this is their only continued ..
contact with their parents,

Other effects can be set forth tentatively for the adults, The migration
itself, camp life, the visits to the Washington cities in the evenings and on
weekends, are stimulating experiences for most of these people, Some new ideas
are encountered along with new people, in distinction to the rather circumscribed
life of these bands in Canada, .There is a marked heightening of national as well
as ethnic consciousness, as the bands come in contact with Indians from idaho and
elsewhere, and other ethnic groups from Seattle and Los Angeles, and participate

in American holidays, and in American institutions,
en

(s) From G,M, Wilson's field notes on a group of 22 who had refused to stay at —
one farm: :

The leader of the group said: "We can't leave the children in this stinking
hole all day while we pick. Wetre likely to have a disease epidemic; maybe di he

theria, or something worse, The health people should see this place,"

As they packed I noticed the team work; each person had his or her particular

job. The women carefully packed the food and utensils, the men the heavy equipment,
mattresses, a stove, a few sticks of furniture, the teen-age girls the clothes and
odds and ends, The young children rounded up the toys and comic books, Loading |
the truck was a well-practised operation, like a mobile radar convoy on the move,

each piete of equipment with its correct position on the truck, The truck was hired
locally from a person who makes a living from the Indian berry pickers; he supplies
their needs from bootlegged wines and liquor to prostitutes and comic books.

_ On arrival, the leader, with the camp foreman, carefully surveyed the available |

accommodation and finally chose five cabins, He avoided some which were together
to take the cleenest. As soon as they had unloaded they set to cleaning their cabins,.-

they scrubbed them from top to bottom using a large bottle of disinfectant in the
process,
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On the surface it did not seem that health end physical welfare were greatly

altered, although some people expressed anxiety over the absence of the officials

of the Branch of Indian Affairs and Department of Health and Welfare, who had been

available at home in an emergency. Moreover, as Miss McIlveen, in her valuable
communication, pointed out, there is a harmfu] break in care for some tuberculosis
patients, and in social welfare services for some others,

The future of these migrations seems doubtful, The Indians of British Col-

umbia are not regarded as the most desirable labor, except by growers who offer
the worst housing and conditions of work. Their place seems secure only with
those growers who operate on a basis of lowest costs. In the most desirable sit-

uations they are being displaced as rapidly as growers can secure Filipino and

other gangs of pickers, whose disciplined operation is said to be more efficient
and dependable, For their part the Indians regard the worst situations as un-

acceptable, and are not likely to continue coming to places where living condi-~
tions are unattractive and earnings:low. The anticipated vacation proves costly

and burdensome, :

” To the extent that this seasonal migration will continue, the Branch of In-
dian Affairs and the Department of Health and Welfare, with the necessary. addi-
tional personnel, might extend some supervision to the berry farms. Inspection
of living quarters might be of use, in assisting both the Indians and some grow-
ers to provide and keep better quarters, A visiting nurse would find readisr

opportunities to examine and treat the children than on most reserves, Parents.

and growers might be induced to provide a daytime program of activities for the

younger children, |

The difficulty would be to aid in any improvement of the present situation

without trespassing unduly on the freedoms and pleasures for which this rather ©

depressed group are searching, More than anything else, the study indicated that
the migration is a hopeful but rather unrewarding flight from the drab life of
some reserves, More to the point might be the planning of some enrichment of
reserve life so as to replaces the forbidden or forgotten excitements of the past,

Such enrichment might be explored in the direction of adult education pro-

grammes, of extended recreation, and of housing improvements, all preferably
within.a planned framework, Above all it is necessary that attempts to change

fegerve life be based on an exact knowledge of the actual cult ures of the modern
le

HB, Hawthorn

E, Broderick

W, Duff
C.,E, Hopen

C,K, Toren

G,M, Wilson
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Tis UNIVEROTTY OF BRITIS COLUL.BIa

Vancouver, Canada

School of Social Work

Januery 1952.

Many thanks for accepting our recuest to give

your advice to the baster of Social dork student or

students ebout whom we wrote to you previously.

You may like to have a copy of the complete list

of stucgents and faeulty advisers for the eurrent year.

If vou tave not already received @ copy of the

complete Lists of topics for i..5..4. researeh crojects,

both undertaken and completed, please let us know

and we will send them to you: ,

1. ester of Social sork Reseeren Frojects, 1947-1951.

e» waster of Social work Research Projects, LYS1L-52,

(Supslement Ho. 1).

Sincerely yours,

é a

A opi. Leet Gq ALs th et

ueonard G. inarsh,

acting virector.



Jjadvisers on h.v.t.

USS

AscheTis Unt

Vancouver,

SGC°(MOL OF Sociab3G

treasie iro jects,

IfY Of BRIGIST COLUMSIs

venada

WORE.

LE51-2

Ge vegular “tudeats, 1YSL-2
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Student Topic Conte ea tt Field

Marold »lexencer Neighbourhood house and ise Poomes ; Mr. Fenorrow,

arwin Biedler

airesophie

“Dorothy Boond

margaret sozgorth

uetelle ¢ 4ave

suns

Franeette ul Vetrube

Lorna Fleming

Psat fosarty

community centre: a

conberisoh of

community services for

immigrants: e stuay of

in 3ritish Columbia.

Tse rehabilitetion of

women mentsel patients;

a study based on B.C.

skills in & juvenile

detention hone

Tre foatyer's role in the

treatment process for

girls in tre latency

egesi G.G.G. Guses.

Tre pre-clinical

Gonrerence Ge 8

digsnostice eereen in

the 0.G.0. setting.

A group of ehildren

referred from 0.4.5. to

C.G.C. for stuttering.

attituees of parents

towerd epileptic

children: their re-

letion to tresituent

and prognosis

i @ sich bour hood house
prozremmses for the a@gcu:

Gordon Mouse experience,

VaANeCouver.

pchool~-protlen cases

referreca to the Cnild

Guidance Ulinigsdly

progreane s.

recent post wer expericadg

experience,

The place of sogicl work i

lat, pixon

gre .otine on

mleeGunlifte

blexendra

H@lehbourhooag

fouse.

Drei. Ge BloGx,

Immigration Depbe

iar a Gaak“LT,

Frovincial nantel
‘aspitel.

Glinic.

DreUele 3 ay Ee 5

Uhila Guicence

Glinis

wiSS D.UVoombe,

Ghildrenate nid

Sociaty.

Dr esucklana,

Vencouve

Generel Pospitiel.

mre od ,bmmett,

Gordon “ouse

Mr. Dp tieketts,

ONiLla Guidence

Clinic.
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argeret Gilehrist

Adrien Gilmore

GuestDennis

lier

Kenneth tolt

Lionel Howarth

Glen “owtle

a
“Fred Jone

&LLison mwacheen

Donslda :ackee

Thesis Projects, LYsl-2

Referrals from tanily

delfare Sureau to the

Child Guidanee Gliniec.

Won-paying pabien nis in
B.G. Roepitels

Bee oled.

Tavlor 2a10ri & survey

of fecilities, needs

end prerercnces
slexonare sigh bourhooaary

ae Sednta

Fouce; its orisins ena

development.

kK Survey of seraduates of

the USC Sevool of Locial
WOr Ke

Rehabilite tion of post-

polio, paraplegic ena

quadraplesie patients.

Gare and resabilit-tion

of the echisoohrenie

pétient.

survey ot ecreductes of

the JBC =@nool of
Social s0rs.

duvendile delinguents

referred for roster

home ple¢cuent.

Case work services to

ithe rheumatic arthri-

ties the cortisone

project, B.U.

Gommunity centree end

Parks 3oerd ¢o-opera~

tion: e "type study”
based on &@ Vaeneouver

exemple.

A study of services

to adolescent enilcren

by the Ghilc Guicence

Clinic.

The Social Fle ning

Committed: &@ study of

(cont. )

wigs ilingle x

ole es

vollins

ure Rotincson

eSnL S SG: HE aN

miss dgohnson

Wiss Welty

Mise 4.12n9.16¢

Kies Johnson

Wiss Thomas

iiesc Guaniifte

rs. Sxner

Vaagouver experience,

voumunaity Chest «uy

be

Council.
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Yarlly -elfare

Burcees -

mrte We FTingle,

SeUe el ee

wrod i .creisiton,

Cld »ge Pension

Boara.
(FeBehovuiacon, *

nlexeadre
Helenoourhood

louse
ewan eee ine sm

Dr .dsw.thompeon,

western

Kehebilitation

ventre.

DY... Devideon,

frovingiel

weatal HMoespital.

ogy eet

iss D.Goonmte,

Childrents sia

society.

pr. G,.s. Robinson,

Ceseaian

arthritis ane

Rheume tiem

society.

be ad eivebster,

Cheirmen of the

Board of Perx

Gonmmissioners.

Dr.Gedirzsatrick,

Child Guiudeuce

GLinig.

ANUS,

Ci t
re ek.

Gomnuni ty

« Gouneil.
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sGvisers on M.S.u. Thesis Projects, 1951-2 feont.)

A survey of adopted lure enerBernice ieGresor

Thomas waunders

Bob vite*ell

Ward Moir

art4ur s.oelin

Baduerd Ralph

Pat tichards

Halter Radnicki

Isebel Hutter

Ben Rykice

Irene fiyniak

3ea tandereson

r.arjorie Suith

bdwardad Sopp

children who have

been referred to the

Child Guidseace Glinie.

Adoption plaecenent

requests for legitimate

children.

Tre F.u.B.

Vaacouver:

etady.

Greater

bhistoricel

of

an

Gost of Living @esistance

for tke assed: besea on

dar Veterens Allowance

expericnee.

ive emotionally dis-

turbed ghild as

ana treated at U.G.0.

Budgeting proeeaures in

relation to social

agssisisnece and mothers

a@llowence recipicnts.

Development and present

progran of the heelth

Gantre for children,
ce otr

eta. os

Differe ntiel service
needs of recant

immigréate.

A&A survey of tne

ersauates of the UBS

School of Social work.

Rheum tie heart Gisease:

an analysis beeeca on

Shaughnessy Moepitel

GCESES.

Chiléren's

@ithin the

VvMee

progrems

Communi ty

Artes Gouneil: their

develooment, oresent

function, and future
role.

welfare serviees

Indiens in 38.0.

Gontribution of the

sociel worser in psrent

education.

An evéluation of the

Social Service wachange:

a stucy of Vencouver

axperience.

for

aglagnosed

ais

mig

hed

KTS

ss.

tS

s Klinzgler

ee

MIs wie wee

miss Cunliffe

Iles Vollinge

iiss Jonson

tities Johneon

Bleck

rs.fooinsm

Mr. Hawthiorne

ea RAe T

eBRLOT
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Ghildren's
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LES bes sPregrun,

Family
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a.

br.

Provineiel

mente] Hospital.

Ricketts,

ild Guidunce

inmie.
#

iss D.Goompe, .

ai
c

delfere

UPsel «

mies h.Stenford,

vepartnent of

Vetereaas Arrairs.

LY ebenicketbs 3

Gila Guide ce

Glinie.
a

v3les M.Gourlsy,

ity soe ial

services Dept.

miss M. Oraig,

Vaneouver

venereal Hospital.

ty, 8 Athen 4d ae

oi els gin Gis GILT 9

a ee ee

Dred.a.Traynor,

aheug

Hos pitel.

eA y «

ushaessy

wLEs eSweeney,

Community Arte

vouncil.

yy 4

ir. arneil, Dept.
of Indien Affairs.

heehee,

KTS Gea eti@id,

soGial Gervice

Inge x.
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GLliff Taylor

John Lhompegon

VeeieCleire

Al vesteott

Harry jillems

youg williems

# UB.
ve a

All stucente

thesis metters,

Care end rehebilitetion

of the manic-depressive

patients sociel work

implications.

Phe hosoitedlized de-
pendent aged: their

incorporetion in the

treeiment

hmet’oces of

process.

treé tisent

in Grug ecdietion:

role of Ure social

worker.

Prosrans of sboff

development: 6 study

of the rrovineiel

w@Lfere Breneh, B.C.

The alcoholic in the

Goviatown ares: sociel

work implications in

treavneat proxrans

Soeiél eesietance in

Kew sestminster:

core of current

eloads for @lassi-

Pies tion purposes.
Social work coubri-
butions in the édmini-

stration and menesement

Mise Welty

JohnsonELSs

wer, Caorietie

wD. Dixon

Miss Sollins

of public low-rent housing.

are primrily

oarticuLarly

espon

roge

agile

éren

to Dr wwe

Y OF Baniseation.
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Dr. P.S.uetnir,

Frovineisl

ZBCAtGL Nospitel.

Dr etwvtiis SOr1L,
Shaug ine ssy

Hospital.

Dr... Gesi ttichmond,
Ghild Guidance

Glinie.

iiss a,-Leigh,

rrovinelal Dept.

of Sealth &

welTare.

i.Pe dsl Chambers,

City Sociel

Services Dept.

isr od 6s OGGLE or,

Provine ial De pt.
o3 Health &

welfcre.

Dade, .otratton,
Vaacgouver Nousing
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mesgearch held on

Room of the Indien

ations 9:30 4.1, = 12:30 P.EM.3; 2:00 P.b. - 4:00 PLE.
BEC mR em cr SERRE EL aR ag eat nk ee Se A a OT Re am EE ne ine tiga ee eed A ie Sa She em ge let ae aes ee,

Protessor T,P, ticllwreith, Dept, of Anthropology

Cneirman University of Toronto,

Dee NH, wv. horton, Director, Operational

Vice-Chairman Research GEOUD

Defence Reseerch Board,

Prof, Jean-C, Palardeau, Faculty of Sociel Sciences,

bavel University,

Dey AO ong WAeaAt ase . i
Prot, Fred Voget, Depts of sociology,

HeGill Universivy,

Prof, G, H, Turner, Dent, oF Psychology

University of Vestern Ontario.

Prof, June Wacteish, Deot,. of sociology and

ANTHTOPOLOBY ,

Carleton Collese,.

J. F, Dawe, Esc., Neseerch Section,

Givil Service Commission.

From the Dept. of National Health and

Dr, L, 5, Pett,

c 4

From the Dominion Bureau of Stetistic

Nicol Le seelleur, Se 9
De. F, =, Waitwor

Uuducation Division,

tN, wducation Division,

From the Department of Resources end Developments

Dr, Douglas Leechman,

De N, Gr anthe Billy ASC « 9
TH giJanes Centleyy SQ 4

Peom the Dasertment of Citisenship and Inmigretions

luajor D, ii, Mackay, Director, Indien 4f?feirs Branch.

bh. 8B, Reidy, HSC e 9 Director, Information Services.

ean Boucher, usd. , A/Director, Canadian Citizen-J

ate Col, H, iW, Jones,

P.N.L. Phelan, Esq.,

Dominion

adueetion and Lelie

Lasvections end Fe leino ALYPaLys

eeche ene ane

services

shiv Dranch,

Superintendent, Welfare Servic
Superintendent, tioi
Division.

Lt, Col, aric «acland,

Major C...F. Clerk (8 Jecy.)

The minutes of the meeting of 2epte

roved subject to correction of lines

WaS recommended that there be prepar

wynes of research done in this field

370

AS

s

o

C.

SEOCULLVS Assistant,

iducational survey Officer.

mber 21, 1951, were
2 D5 6 on’ nage

rec

to reads

prief description of
Wt

°
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The Chairman reported progress of the committee on inrorme-

tonal literature which had held a nee ting at Ottawa on November 28,
fn emphasizing the desire to circulate only material which has

det inte local applicavion for the recipient, he requested menber
to forward information concerning vublished bx for ethcoming material
tO him nself or the Secretary, Abstracts would be very helpful be~ _
cause of the fewness of personnel available for the work involved in
making abstracts, It was agreed that notice of easily-availéle
articles in education and related fields might be given in ths Indian

School Bulletins copies of the Bulletin ' would pe sent to members of
the Panel end members would increzse their assistance to the uiditor,

4. The Director of the Indian Affairs Branch expressed pleasure
that the mee ting had been go scheduled as to vermit his attending a

session of the Panel for the first time, He assured the members

thet their suggestions are welcomed, and he offered for the
consideration of the Panel, the subje sets listed below. He did not
he said, expect an early solution of any of these problems; some o2
them would, indeed, require protracted study.

md, ucation
enaSe eg ton aie pe

6 schools where an.IT, What are the causes of retardation in those

abnormal age-grade distribution has persisted for a significant

period?

It, Whet svecial in-service training do eeacnere in Indian schools

need and how may any such special training best be given?

ndian tducation should be madeHtITI, What sta cs regarding

public perio aL5 ct
istic

ally?

IV. Whet post=school educa pions and recreational activi
most desirable for specific areas?

ties are

A study of the problems of tvensition encountered by Incians
ced GO abandon a tzaditional nonadic hunts ing and trapping economy
routine employnent requiring *® permanent settled existence, ‘The

n ore development at seven Isl-nds might provide an excellent
esearch project as the exploitation of this erea has exposed the
even Islands Indians to « wide range of alien. influences at a time

when it is no longer possible for the majority to earn a living rrom
trapping.

be bh ey Ly
On

OF

re

Lr

“0

Il, A study of the problem of Indian child placement policies and
foster home selection particularly in the case of abandoned or
orphaned children of mixed parentage and pronounced non-Indiean facia
characteristics. !

J

Tit, What psychological,economic, and social incentives are norm nally
lacking in many Indian reserves which are backward by comparison
with neighbouring non-Indien communities?

IV, Factors common to the case history of adolescent Indian
om .

Ve what values cherished by adult Indians of a Band influence the

younger generation to resist intesr ation?

Vi. What handicrafts peculiar to a Band should be encouraged by
4

at h

reason of their cult bure,l and economical desirability?
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De The first topic under Education evoked extended discussion of

the scope of the problem, point-of-view, standards and goals in

Indian Sducation, related studies already undertaken, other means of

informetion likely to be available, method of reporting, and pos-

sible usefulness of the findings to the administration. It was

agreed that Dr. Morton be requested to make a study of the problem

and to submit « recommendation for dealing with it. To this end

rv, Horton may form a committee to be selected by himself, Depart-

mental documents and personnel dealing with the subject would be

-vailable, oe

a]

m EPs
On ° Following the pattern established for the first topic discus-
sed, the Panel allotted the topic of in-service training of teachers

to liv. Dawe. Mr. Phelen mentioned the special sessions arranged for

teachers in Indian schools at the next Teachers! Convention in

Toronto, and a special course to be given to Indian service teachers

at the British Columbia Summer Session,

7, The question dealing with statistics was assigned to Mr.

Le Seelleur and Dr. Whitworth for a preliminary report.

8. Professor MacNeish agreed to head a committee to discuss and

report upon the fourth topic under Scucation (post-school activities).

oe Professor Falardeau accepted the assignment of reporting on the

first of the Welfare subjects + problems of transition. Colonel

Jones remarked that this subject wes selected as one on which in-
formation, based on studies already made, might be disseminated as

soon as possible,
t

LO, The Chairman said that he would attempt to enlist the services
of a competent lady in regard to the third subject under Welfare -
selection of foster parents.

ii. Professor Voget agreed to do the preliminary work and report
on two questions in the Welfare series, Number 3 (incentives) and
Number 5 (values), which may have common factors,

12. The Chairman said that he would offer the subject of
delinquency to an expert known to hin,

L3, Dr, Leechman accepted an assignment to report on the scope
and procedures. suggested by the question on handicrafts.

14. When all subjects were assigned as above the Chairman re-—
quested those responsible for the preliminary work to forward their
reports, to the Secretary by April 19th so as to allow time for
mimeographing and for distribution of copies to members,

15. Dr, Pett reviewed the research in nutrition (now in its
fourth year) which is being done at Indian schools, and answered
cuestions regarding procedures and results to date,

16, Dr, Turner led a discussion on the report of research done on
the Caradoc Reserve which will be reported fully in an early issue
of the Canadian Journal of Psychology,

L7. The secretary reported having received from Dr, Pett and
Prof, MacNeish the descriptions of research scope and methods in

their fields. The Vice-Chairman reminded other members of the

desirability of having the promised descriptions submitted soon,
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18, There was some Ciscussion of "Popular Concepts of the

Genadica Indic in - an unpublished vork by Dr. Leechman - which had
revealed a need for review of publicctions from which such concepts

ave derived.

da

Lo. Next Meeting: The next meeting will be in,late He
JUNE y on @ dete selected to suit the convenience of neadenic
sweribexs who will be attending sessions of learned societi
mastern Canada.

Ee “ye
1 Aa ss Oo KS o a s LJ <

¢ a

Le . a

Cs oe GeF, Mellwraith
oo a <

~ ve Chairman.

vacts from the Minut: oe of Previous heetings
came ani ger lae 2a. Cee et a le nae ae te ca La eee oe ele Ti com 6+a rae ede ae

(aA) November 18, 1949,
eb ae

Nit this weeting it was decided to estaolish the Panel, whose
first meeting wes talting place todey, mr. Neary outlined she feeling
of the Brench for assistance in the meny problems encountered in

bringing Canada's Indians into the national gtreem, Professor
Kicllwralth exvressed the willingness of the Universities to assist
in the necessary research to be undertaken".

(B) December 16, 1949.4
@uanhaes gers reece. come san Seer ici ace.

'Wurther information could be provided by sending = copy of the

Indien School Bulletin to each memoer of tne Panel, annual reports

would elso be sent to each member of the Panel", (embers who have
not received the current issues ere invited to request them),

GC) Hay 1, 190.

"De, Leechman indicated that if est of even one

stucgent in each university coula be sociul anthropology,
history, archeeoLogy or education as ns Indians, that in
time the faculty would shift its int -

"Ell agreed to the need for the

i

cd aining of de:
and a subs erolnt ttee wis established L@

sonne.

in recomnendeétions! ,

C

4a

G

e Deputy tiinister of Citizens hip and linnigration) agreed
entirely that research work wos impor ans but it was elso most

essential to heve abstracts made of shes reports and distributed
to field officials for their future information and guidance",
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ikinutes of a flee Gang | of the Penel on Indien Research held on

Brlday January 18, 3 in the Converence Room of the Indian
OD

25

affairs Branch, Cofelani’ Building, OTYA A,
Duration: 9:30 4,.t, - 12230 PoE: 2:00 P.lyy = 4:00 P.M.
aE ne ec a epcte sie ia Ee ie a aie ad Pe ee ee SEE re ln tie EE ccc rm Cit OR SI EO RB ER EL am aS OR RES OCR, STO Tam mT,

4 * Hoie Present:
west ene

Professor T.F, wicllwreith, Dept, of antnropology

Cneirman University of Toronto,

Dr, N. wW. thorton, pizectony Operational
Vice Chait PTA Res yo CL roh GE OU Ds

Defence Researen Board,
wvProf, Jean=C, Falardeau, culty of Social Sciences,

Ba

Lavell Univer:

Prof, Fred Voget, Dest, of Sociology,
MeGill University.

Prof, G, H, Turner, Dest, of Psychology,

University of Vestern Ontario,

Prof, June Macteish, Dept, of Sociology and

J. FP, Dawe, Esc., Researen Section,

Givil Service Commission.

from the Dept. of National Health and Velferes

Dr, L, 8, Pett, Chief, Nutrition Division.

oo

From the Dominion Bureet of Statistics:

Nicol be teelleur, usd., Ugucation Division,

De. FP, So, Whitworth, aducation Division,

From the Department of Nesources sind Development:

Dr, Douglas Leechman, Dominion archaeologist,

a, Ne pransnet, BSC» 9 aducation anc -elfare services,

James Ceontleysy se 5 iuspections «and A:kimo arraixs,

Feom the Dssartment of Citizenship and Immigration:

iajor D, HK, Mackay, Director, Indian =rYairs Branch.

B, B, Reid, sda, Director invormation Services,

Jean Boucher, Se, a/Director, Canadian Citizen

ship branch,

Lt, Col, HH, H, Jones, Superintendent, Welfare Service.
P.W.D. Phelan, Esd., Superintendent, aducation

Division.

Lt, Col, ric acland, . uxecutive Assistant,

Major C.a.F. Clerk (fecy. ) aducational survey Officer.

2. the minutes of the meeting of September 21, 1951,
approved subject to correction of lines Ay 5, 6° On paBe "6 to reads
NT vas recommended that there be prepared © orier description of
the types of research done in this field... "
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3a The Chairman reported progress of the committee on informa-
tional literature which had held a meeting at Ottawa on November 20.
In emphasising the desire to circulate only material which has |

definite local application for the recipient, he requested members

to forward information concerning published or forthcoming material
to himself or the Secretary, Abstracts would be very helpful be-~

cause of the fewness of personnel available for the work involved in

meking abstracts. It was agreed that notice of easily-availaole

articles in education and related fields might be given in the Indian

School Bulletins copies of the Bulletin would be sent to members of

the Panel and members would increese their assistance to the uditor.

4, The Director of the Indian Affairs Branch expressed pleesure

that the meeting had been so scheduled as to permit his attending a

session of the Panel for the first time. He assured the members

thet their suggestions are welcomed, and he offered for the

consideration of the Panel, the subjects listed below, He did not,

he said, expect an early solution of any of these problems; some or

them would, indeed, require protracted study.

Hducation

I. Waet ape the causes cf retardation in those schools where an
x

de

u

abnormal age-grade distribution has persisted for a significant
period?

Ii, Whet svecial in-service training do teachers in Indian schools
need and how may any such special’ training best be given?

» What statistics regerding Indian ducation should. be made
public periodically?

Velfare
Pee ee ee!

I. A study of the problems of transition encountered by Incians
foreed to abandon a traditional noriadic hunting and trapping economy

for routine employment requiring « permanent settled existenca, The
iron ore development at Seven Isl.nds might provide an excellent
research project as the exploitation of this avea has exposed tne
Seven Islands Indians to « wide venge of, alien influences at a time

when it is no longer possible for the majority to earn a living from
trapping.

f+! Le A study of the problem of Indian child placement policies and

foster home selection particularly in the case of abandoned or
orphaned children of mixed parentage anc pronounced non-Indian facial
cheracteristics,.

TII, What psychological,economic, and social incentives are normally

Lacking in many Indian reserves which are backward by comparison

with neighbouring non-Indiaén. comnitics?

©.

iv. Factors common to the case history of adolescent Indian

lelinguents,

Ve vuhat values cherished by adult Indians of a Band influence the
younger generation to resist integration?

Vi. What hendicrafts peculiar to a Band should be encouraged by

reason of their cultural end economical desirability?
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De The first topic under Education evoked extended discussion of

the scope of the problem, point-of-view, standards and goals in

Indian Sducation, related studies already undertaken, other means of
information likely to be available, method of reporting, and pos-

sible usefulness of the findings to the administration. It was

agreed that Dr. Morton be requested to make a study of the problem

and to submit e recommendation for dealing with it. To this end

Dr, Morton may form a committee to be selected by himself, Depart-

mental documents and personnel dealing with the subject would be

available.

6s Following the pattern established for the first topic discus~

sed, the Panel allotted the topic of in-service training of teachers

to lie, Dawe, Mr. Phelan mentioned the special sessions arranged for

teachers in Indian schools at the next Teachers! Convention in
Toronto, and a special course te be given to Indian service teachers
at the British Columbia Summer Session,

ve The question dealing with statistics was assigned to Mr,
Le Seelleur and Dr, Whitworth for a preliminary report.

Se Professer MacNeish agreed to head a committee to discuss and
report upon the fourth topic under Zéucation (nost-school activities).

De Professor Falardeau accepted the assignment of reporting on the
first of the Welfare subjects = problems of transition. Colonel
Jones remarked that this subject wes selected as one on which in-
formation, based on studies already made, might be disseminated as
soon as possible,

10, The Chairman said that he would attempt to enlist the services
of a competent lady in regard to the third subject under Welfare +
selection of foster parents, .

li, Professor Voget agreed to do the preliminary work and report
on two questions in the Welfare series, Number 3 (incentives) and
Number 5 (values), which may have common factors.

12. The Chairmen said that he would offer the subject of
delinquency to an expert known to him,

13. Dr. Leechman accepted an assignment to report on the scope
and procedures suggested by the question on handicrafts.

14, When all subjects were assigned as above the Chairman re~«
quested those responsible for the preliminary work to forward their
reports to the Secretary by April 19th so as to allow time for
mimeographing and for distribution of copies to members,

L5, Dr, Pett reviewed the research in nutrition (now in its
fourth year) which is being done at Indian schools, and answered

cuestions regarding procedures and results to date,

16, Dr, Turner led a discussion on the report of research done on
the Caradoc Reserve which will be reported fully in an early issue

of the Canadian Journal of Psychology.

17. The secretary revorted naving received from Dr, Pett and
Prof, MacNeish the descriptions of research scope end methods in

their fields. The Vice«Chairman reminded other members of the

desirability of having the promised descriptions submitted soon,
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1S, There wos some discussion of "Popular Concepts of the

Genadien Indian" - an unpublished vork by Dr, Leechman + which nad

revealed a need for review of publications from which such concepts

are derived.

19. Next Meeting: The next meeting will be in late May or early

June, on @ dete selected to suit the convenience of academic

wenbers who will be attending sessions of learned societies in
astern Canada.

foF, Mctlvuraith

Chairman.

oxtracts from the Minutes of Preyious eetings
creer Serer A A Aca FARE, Le OE. Ta UE a MT ca cee, a Ue ee

(A) November 18, 1949,
ween rem cae? apsowlcie

this meeting it was decided to estaolish the Panel, whose

rst meeting was taking place today, mr. NePir Ye Neary outlined the feeling
of the Brench for assistance in the mneny problems encountered in

bringing Canada's indians into the nationel stream, Professor

MeTlwraith exoressed the willingness of the Universities to assist
in the necessary research to be undertaken",

(5) December 16, 1949
ernst naps ase tm ae en neces ce

"Further information could be provided by sending a copy of the

Indian School Bulletin to each memper of tne Panel, annual reports

would elso be sent to each member of the Panel", (Members who have
not received the current issues are invited to request them),

(Cc) nay 1 1950.

"De, Leechman indicated thet if the interest of even one

student in each university could be aroused in social anthropology,

history, archaeology or education cs it concerns Indians, that in

time the faculty would shift its interest. also",

"sll agreed to the need ror the staff training of »ersonnel

and @ sub-committee was established to bring in racomnendetions",

(D) January 27,5 4 L951.

"(fhe | Bepeey | uinister of Citizenship and Immigration) agreed

entirely thet res ch work was important but it was also most
essential to heve abstract mecie of their reports and distributed
to field officials for their future information and guidance",
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November 15, 1951.

G. H. Marcoux, Esds,

Re B38 Dot Inspector of Indian Schools,
Dominion Public Building,

Pinntvons Man.
Deer Mr. Marcouxs:

Ll. I have had the privilege of reading the suggested
amendments to proposed regulations which the Director

brought back from his conference with you and Mr. Conrad.

Qe May I offer for your consideration and further

comment some thoughts on matters where there seems to

be need for an exchange of views.

3e First, regarding the school year, it appears
necessary to include the twelve months Prom September

first to the end of August, because some of our schools

may hereafter take the long vacation during March and
April and operate during the summer. The teacher" s
service would be computed on the basis of ten months
preceding the first of September in any year.

4g Regarding vacations and holidays, I note. the re-

quirement for two hundred school days in Manitoba; other

provinces have different requirements. Our hope is thats
as our schools may be expected to serve an increasing

number of non-Indian children, the operating time will
conform more and more closely’ to the local pattern.

56 In regard to the curriculum and text books the
most significant words are "subject to any changes

004612
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authorized by the Department" I share the view that there
should be plenty of such changes

6. In regard to patriotic exercises I share your
liking for "0 Canada" but it has not country-wide ac-

eeptance as the National Anthem, We might avoid diffi-

culty by requiring that both shall be sung, and thus
give French-speaking schools the opportuni sy to sing
"Q Canada" in French, In the booklet "Citizenship - Our
Democracy", authorized jointly by the Departments of

hducation. of Manitoba and Saskatchewan, on page twelve
it is stated that " '0 Canada' shall be sung each day at

the opening of school and 'God Save The King! each day at

the closing of the school, with pupils standing at ate .

tention erect" (sic). We ’ might require that both shail
be sung, one early in the day and the other late,

provided that they are sung at times when no segregation

of the pupils for any purpose is scheduled, JI am in»

elined to stress this point of singing when all the pupils

in attendance are present rather than such points as

requiring the pupils to assume the position of attention

as defined by the armed forces, or saluting only when

covered. There should be nothing required which will give

anyone a reason to be excused from patriotic observances,

ve Regarding the timing of the special period for
religious instruction the practice of the provinces does

' seem to favour the last half hour of the day. Some

clergymen consider that this timing gives the pupils a

false impression of the importance of religious in-

struction. Moreover, there are areas where the same

person is required to give religious instruction daily

in several classrooms or in several schools and the

scheduled period must be timed accordingly without dis-

rupting the school programme to allow for segregation of

pupils, There should also be some flexibility so that a

travelling religious worker who is held up by road con=

ditions will not be frustrated by failure to meet a dead=

dine. Do you not think we should allow the suggested

flexibility and leave it to the judgment of local

officials and interested workers to make the best choice? |
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8, The additions which you suggest to limit the
authority of clergymen or the universality of religious

instruction have been considered and I have been in~ .

structed not to include them. It is conceivable that

there will be teachers for whom or occasions when-.the.

advice of a clergyman will be most acceptable. The

Indian Superintendent cannot "authorize" religious in+
struction, The Government has authorized such instruc-~

tion and it remains for the Superintendent to share in

the enforcement of any regulations relating thereto,

De Regarding the question of who is in charge of a
two-room school I should like to have more support for

a definite ruling. Even in a one=room school which is

served by a part-time teacher of music, art, etc., there

is no doubt as to who is in charge. In a two-room

_ school for the purposes of completing the monthly report,

we have so far required the teacher who enrolls the

highest grade to prepare, sign and submit the monthly
report. But who should have paramount authority over

all the pupils? Who should marshal the school on

eecasions such as the Royal Visit? Should the higher

salaried teacher be regarded as senior for administrative

purposes? We have schools where the junior-room teacher

dominates the situation and we have two-room schools

where each teacher is determined to be independent of the

other's authority. For salary purposes we do not accord

the title of principal for anything less than a three-

division school, At law the one-room school teacher is

technically principal, Two rooms ought not to have two

principals but as in the case of the one-room school

there should be a "teacher-in-charge", Otherwise what

would the result be in any judicial proceedings when the

occupant of the bench might issue an order directed at

the "principal" of the school?

LO. In regard to the duties of teachers I can appreci-

ate the need for such a clause as you suggests: "to report

to the principal or teacher-in-charge any damage to the.

school buildings, furniture or equipment, or ahy shortage

of furniture, equipment, classroom supplies, fuel or
drinking water or other items affecting the health, |

safety, welfare, comfort and convenience of his pupils",

004614
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T have omitted mentioning the one-room school as the
principal or teacher-in-charge of a school is already re-
quired to report to an official of the Department who has

jurisdiction.

Li, The regulations regarding appointment and dismissal

of teachers are required to be based upon the fact that

the Superintendent of Education authorizes appointments

and dismissals. Recommendations for appointment or dis»

missal may be made by the Regional Inspector or other
Departmental official but recommendations are not neces-=

sarily to compel the action recommended. There may be

factors of which the recommending official has not taken

account, Dismissal, except for such things as proven

immorality, drunkenness, insubordination, deliberate
violation of regulations or refusal to perform appointed

duties, should always require one month's notice to take

‘effect at the end of the school year. I do not think we

should have more than one dismissal time during the

| sehool year and I am sure you will understand why. And
we must be as meticulous as other teacher-employing

| authorities in giving clear and sufficient notice of

| dismissal, It may be that there is no contractual
obligation on the part of the Crown to continue the servi-+-

ces of employees, but we may avold arguing the question

in court by according our teachers treatment equal to

what they would get from considerate school boards or

from those Departments of Education of provinces which

employ teachers for schools in unorganized districts,

12, There are still schools for which it is the practice

to request religious denominations not to appoint but

merely to nominate teachers. Sometimes they fail to

nominate, but at least they should have the privilege of
approving our nominee or of selecting one of several

nominees. This procedure might rather be a matter of

courtesy than of regulation. The law requires us to make

appointments in accordance with the religious affiliation

of the ma jority or minority of the Band for whom the

school is provided. There is a complication arising out
of the inclusive use of "Protestant", Some schools are

properly staffed only by teachers who are members of the
Salvation Army, Others require the teacher to be a

Baptist. We cannot always follow the letter of the law,°
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but we can keep the school open by the temporary employ-

ment of a teacher of some other religious affiliation if
the ecclesiastical authorities concerned are consulted

and are agreeable, As I said before there seems no need

to cover this by regulation as Section 120 of the Indian

Act has already dealt with the matter. Shall we take it

that it shall be understood that the Regional Inspector

shall continue the practice of consulting with the

denominational authority in each province or region who

has in the past concerned himself with the staffing of
Indian schools?

13. The Board of Reference to which dismissed teachers

might appeal would be an innovation and could have only

advisory functions. How could it reverse the action

already taken by the Superintendent of Ndueation? If an |
Inspector proposes to make a recommendation for dismissal 2

should he not first consult the ecclesiastical representa~

tive and Departmental officials of the area?

14. The question of when to employ a substitute teacher
has still to be solved. I take the view that the absence

of one teacher should disturb only one classroom, If the

one=room school teacher is going to be absent for more

than a week we should try to arrange a satisfactory

substitute, even if it is the teacher's wife or husband.

For a two-room school not more than a half-day should

pass with one teacher trying to handle two rooms. For a

three-room or a larger school the principal should have

one or more substitute teachers or classroom supervisors

upon whom he can call as needed,

156 The school register for our own schools is under
consideration, Where our schools have to report non-

Indian children to provincial departments it is likely

that both kinds of registers should be used. The same

is true of report cards and cumulative records. We had

a project, still active, to develop a cumulative record

ecard usable in any province. As might be expected, there

are difficulties which the Canadian Education Association

is trying to overcome. .

16, The monthly report from a school should, as you
suggest, be made in quadruplicate so that the school
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retains one copy and the other three copies are distri-..

buted to the Agency office, the Regional Inspector and

the Superintendent of Education, This month's bulletin

will carry this Instruction and will also indicate the

use of different coloured paper to report on Indians in

Indian schools, non-Indians in Indian.schools, and Indians

in non-Indian schools,

L7. Fire drill and such other things as air raid

precautions are covered in article (a) of the "duties of

all persons employed in the Indian day schools", in

article (b) of the "duties of principals" and in article
(e) of the "duties of teachers", The regulations of the
provinces in respect of such matters are normally among

those "approved by.the Department for the health, safety,

welfare, comfort and convenience of the pupils and the
staff".

18. The duties of Agency personnel with respect to
schools will not require much change, It may be that we

should think of the Agency Superintendent as filling a
role comparable to secretary of the school board ‘father
than official trustee.

19. Pinancial responsibility for the contents of the
teacherage and the classroom may be a matter for

consideration. Is there an economical way of making and
checking an inventory of the Government's property?

20. A problem that may arise in day and residential ;

schools may be anticipated in regard to the direction of

children to schools conducted under religious auspices

other than those which it might be presumed from the

parents’ religious affiliation that the parents would

want for their children. How long shall the parent's

expression of desire be applicable? When may a change

eon expression be entertained? I refer to- Section

21. i notice that the size of teachers! guarters and

the lack of basements in plan 888 have been the cause of
adverse comment. There were always those who maintained

the view that the extra space provided by a basement is
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a worthwhile investment. The limitation in quarters

for the staff affects the selection of personnel for
day and residential schools alike,

226 It will be very helpful to have your further

comments on this project.

Yours sincerely 9

C.A.F. Clark

Educational Survey Officer.
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P,. 0. Box 70,

Vancouver 2, Bee,

‘October 29, 1951.

Major C. A. F. Clark,
Indian Affairs Branch,

Dept. of Citizenship and Tamigrations
Ottawa, Ontario.

Dear Major Clark:

Thank you for the copy of the Minutes

of the meeting of the Panel on Indian Research held on

September 2lst. I have found these most interesting and

was pleased that an extract had been inserted in the most

recent copy of the Bulletin. I am convinced that field

workers should be informed, not only of the results of re<-

search work that has been undertaken, but also of work that

is underway. This will help te dispel tho misconception -

thet much of our work is of a hit and miss variety. The

spread of this information would, i believe, help consider-

ably to build up confidence among staff which would undoubtedly

@arry over in their work.

‘The abstract of the con¢lusions result-

ing fron ‘the work on the Caradoc Reserve is most interesting
and should help to drive home to teachers the importance of

language work.

Yours sincerely,

. Re Fe. Davey,

Regional Inspector of

Indian Schools for B.C.
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Minutes of a Meeting of the Panel on Indian Research
held on Friday, September 21, 1951, in the Conference
Room of the Indian Affairs Branch, Copeland Building,
OTTAWA .

Duration: 9: 30 A.M. ~ 12:30 P.M.; 2:00 P.M. -
24 |
OA
5 PN=

1, Presents

Professor T, F. Mcilwraith, Department of Anthropology s
University of Toronto, (Chairman)

Professor. Oswald Hall, Department of Sociology,

McGill University.

Professor J, C, Falardeau, Faculty of Social Science,
Laval University.

Dr, N. W. Morton, Director, Operational Research
Group, Defence Research Board.

Dr, O. H, Ault, Director of Personnel Selection,

Civil Service Commission.

Dr. Douglas Leechman, Archaeologist, National Museum.

Dr, Marcel Rioux, Ethnologist, National: Museum.

Mrs. Joan MacNeish, Department of Sociology,
Carleton College, |

“Dr. L. B, Pett, Chief, Nutrition Division, Depart-
ment of National Health and Welfare.

Dr. O. Leroux, Assistant Director, Indian Health

Services,

Dr. R. N. Simpson, Regional Superintendent of Indian
Health Services for Ontario and the Eastern Arctic.

Frank Foulds, sds, ‘Director, Canadian Citizenship
Branch, Department -of Citizenship and Tmnlgration.

HE. B, Reid, 25q.5 Director, Information Services,
Department of Citizenship & Immigration.

B. N. Grantham, Esq., Administrative Officer,
Northwest Territories Education Division,

Department of Resources and Development,

From the Branchs

Colonel H. M. Jones, Superintendent, “felfare Division.

P. N. L. Phelan, ESQ 5 Superintendent, Education
Division.

Colonel Acland, Executive Assistant.

Major I, Eisenhardt, Supervisor of Physical Recreation
and Recreation.

Major C, A. F. Clark, Educational Survey Officer.
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2. . The Secretary read a letter from Colonel Laval

Fortier, Denuty Minister of Citizenship and

Immigration, expressing his regret at being out of
Ottawa on the date of the meeting.

3. Colonel Acland conveyed the regrets of the
Director of the Indian Affairs Branch who was on

duty in Saskatchewan.

4. The-minutes of the previous meeting (January
27) were adopted in the form earlier circulated.

5. The Panel received with regret a letter from
Dr. Charles G. Stogdill (formerly Chief of the

Mental Health Division, Department of National
Health and Welfare) suggesting that he be replaced

by a psychiatrist resident in Ottawa. The Panel

agreed that Dr. Morton should give this matter at-

tention.

6, Reports of Research:

(a) Dr, Morton, on behalf of Professor Turner sub-

mitted the final report of research by D. J. Penfold

concerning the educability of Indian children on

the Caradoc Reserve, A copy of Dr. Morton's
abstract of the report is attached. The conclusi-

ons (Paragraph 8, less the first sentence) were
published in the Indian School Bulletin for

September, with the two-fold purpose of emphasi-

zing to teachers the need for greater efficiency —

in language-training in the primary grades and of
economy in the routine use of group tests of the

verbal type. ~

The Chairman referred to socio-anthropologi-

cal research now in progress on the same reserve

by Mr. Fleming which is expected to demonstrate

some of the effects of tribal background and in-

fluences on educability.

Dr. Leechman commented on the lack of a

fully satisfactory intelligence test for Indian

children and Dr. Morton reminded the Panel of a

suggested project for a psychological survey in

various regions with the objects (1) of developing

an appropriate test and (2) of obtaining a fair

comparison of capabilities. The Chairman remarked

that surveys at Deseronto, Muncey, and Walpole

Isiand had revealed marked differences in cultural

adjustment and that it is hoped to carry on a long

term study to determine why these differences have

arisen.

(b) Acknowledging the contribution of the Canadian

Social Science Research Council, the Chairman

summarized the progress made by -

l. M. I. Teicher in the field of mental
adjustment among the native and white people near

Deseronto, Ontario.

2. Mrs. Martha Randle concerning the adjustment
of Grade VIII pupils in the Six Nations schools,
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3. Professor Voget who jis seeking to identify
sub-types of cultur e in the populetion at
Caughnawaga - a project likely to have implications’

for the schools there,

A. Rodney White who is examining old records at

Duck Leke, Saskatchewan.

(ce) Mrs, Joan MacNeish gave a brief account of
a project (mentioned by Dr. Leechman as possibly

unigue in Canadian ethnology studies) which re-

quired her and Miss Carterette of the University

of Chicago to spend the summer with a group of

Slavey Indians at Marie River, about 35 mi. south

of Fort Simpson, N.v.T. She urged the provision

of local school facilitie gs as the parents refuse

to send tnaeir children out to school,

(d) Dr. Leechman reviewed the activities of

research personnel associated with of related to

his Department, who have been doing field-work in

Southwestern Ontario, Saskatchewan, at Teslin and

Carcross in the Yukon, in the Mackenzie District

of the Northwest Territcries and in several areas

in British Columbia

Dr. Rioux remarked upon the growing importance

now being attacned to social anthropology in come

parison with previous emphasis on ethnology.

(ae) Dr, Pett outiined the research in nutrition
proceeding at six residential schools. Referring

to the Findings of the psychologists he stated
that his associates had, of course; encountered

difficulty in attempting to inculcate desirable

food habits when the items were unfamiliar, but

when familiarity with food items was established

the Indian children seemed more amenable to

suggestion than white children, The projects

under way involve medical, dental and psychologi-

cal observations seeking to measure the actual

health benefits obtained by changes in diet. A

notable achievement has been a reduction of anaemia.

7 Problems of Branch Officials:

Colonel Jones outlined the recentiy-enlarged

scope of the activities of the Indian Welfare

Service, mentioning the appointment of social

workers in all regions, and tcuching upon changes

in the Indian Act, the effects of which would invite
study. He expressed gratification at the existence

of the Panel and the hope that it would be

increasingly useful. He remarked that the emphasis

on research in Ontario has been on a minority in

the southwest. whereas, from the Department's view-

point, many more problems arise with the majority

of Indians who are found in other parts of the
province.

The Chairman replied that accessibility has

so far been an important limiting factor because
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of the small number of workers and the Limited

funds and time aveilable to tnem. He added that

the problem cf effecting the adjustment of the

Eskimo to the 20th century is ancther matter of
importance to woich the factors of feasibility,

money and personnel drastically Limit attention.

Dr. Morton recommended that Branch officials

compile a list of problems from which selection

be made for researcn projects, He stated that a

definition of needs would be helpful and referred

to a comparable activity by Dr. Ault and himself

on behalf of another research organization. He

recommended that the Panel encourage systematic

pursuit cf issues considered most important by

administrators,

In expressing agreement Professor Falardeau

mentionee tne lack in Canada of a centre for co-

ordinating researcn of the types under discussion.

He hoped for distribution pericdically to interested

personnel, of a circular Listing the research pro-

jects in progress, and, possibly, projects

contemplated.

Dr. Leechman svggested that such a circular
might inelude mention of problems already formulated

but still. awaiting tne attention of researchers,

In this way graduate students might be guided to

undertake projects related to the sclution of the

Branch's problems,

There was general discussion and approval of
the foregoing recommendations and suggestions, Dr.

Ault summarizing the advantages of disseminating

such informaticn.,

During discussion led by Dr. Morton and

‘Colonel Jones of the desirability of a "master
plan" into which preblems and projects might be

fitted, the Chairman alluded to a proposal made

four years previously by the Canadian Social

Selenece Research Council which might serve as a

pattern in aiding the Panel to serve as a "traffic

directing centre",

Mr. Phelan referred to further problems in
the educational field, The recognition and treat-

mont of sub-normal pupils was already receiving

attention in seme regions. The secretary referred

to problems of curricula, text books, and operation

of schools glanced at in educational surveys.

Studies of problems posed by a programme of educa-

tion for citizenship and worthy use of leisure

appeared necessary.

Dr, Ault emphasized the need for as much

advance warning as possible in dealing with matters

requiring research and urged that edministrators
bring to the next meeting a statement of some of

their problems, There would tren be opportunity

to consider them as possible projects, to indicate

the appropriate field of research and possibly to

invite the participation of research workers known

to be interested.
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8, Dissemination of Information:

This subject had been proposed by Colonel

Fortier at the previous meeting, and, with Mr.

Reid present was fully discussed. Mr. Reid

pointed out two purposes of the information pro-

gramme -

(1) to bring about an appreciation and under-

standing of the Indian and his problems

(2) to provide administrators with the inform-
ation whereby they are enabled to become better

administrators.

Professcr Halil stated the case for distri-

bution of helvful material down to the levels

where junicr, administrators make contact with the

Indians, stressing.the advantages of giving every

worker a sense cf participation,

Mr. Foulds described prcecedures of the

Canadian Citizenship Branch and offered suggestions

and assistance in the problem of promoting accept-

ance of the native minority by other ethnic groups.

The Chairman referred to an abstract of
Dr. Laura Thompson’s "Personality and Government"

which had recently been mimeographed and distri-

buted to members of the Panel as an example of

material which might be helpful to Departmental

personnel, It was agreed that further abstracts

should be made and submitted to Departmental

officials with whom would rest the decision for

distribution, The Chairman and Secretary, with

Mr, held and Colonel Acland, were designated as a

committee to arrange the preparation of abstracts

of material recommended by Panel members as likely

to be useful to the Department, The Chairman

indicated that he would be available for meetings

in Ottawa for this purpose on Wednesdays,

The following motion (Dr. Leechman - Mrs.

MacNeish) was passed unanimously, and the secretary

was instructed to forward a copy to the Director.

of the Indian Affairs Branch:

"Tnis Panel agrees that, as indicated by the

Deputy Minister at the previous meeting, there is

a need that administrative machinery be set up for

the reproduction and dissemination of selected

papers to officers of the Indian Affairs admini-~

stration and to other interested persons in order

that the full value of research projects may be

_attaineds and recommends to the Department that
such action be taken as prompt 4ly as may be."

9. Funetions of the Panel:

Returning to Dr. Morton's suggestion for

correlating research, the Panel gave further con-

sideration to methods of carrying out its functions,
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agreeing with Dr. Hall that the interpretation
of the findings of scientists to administrators

is a function of prime importance,

Professor Falardeau stated that he would be

willing to prepare a brief description of the

types of research done in his field and the

methods used by researcn workers, Dr. Ault, re-

viewing the various branches of knowledge re-
presented in the Panel, suggested extension of
this proposal so as te include other fields. It

was agreed that such summaries of scope and

methods should be prepared for ~

lL. Anthropology:

by Professors MeIlwraith, Falardeau, -

MacNeish,

2. Psycholoesy

by Dr, Morton and Dr, Ault,

3. Nutrition
by Dr, Pett.

4, Medicine generally

by Dr. Leroux and Dr. Simpson.

5, Mental Health .
by (to be named later).

The summaries shovld include illustrative

findings or accomplishments as la the case of

nutrition,

LO, Other reports

(a) In the absence of Dr. Robbins at the

convention of the Canadian Héucation Association,

the secretary reported on progress regarding an
examination of the reports and statistics

pubdlisned by the Department.

(b) From Miss Joan Presant, a student in
anthropology who had served. as teacher at the
Indian school at Moose Fort during the SUMMET »
a report was received containing suggestions for
the Panel and for the Education Division.

(ce) The Chairman reported that, in accordance

with the decision of the previous meeting, he

had submitted to the Director a memorandum con-

cerning the terms of reference for the Panel and

a suggestion for an appropriation : from which to
pay ordinary expenses.

il. Next Meeting:

tt was agreed that the next meeting should
be held during the first fortnight in December ,
on a day convenient for the Deputy Minister and

the Director of the Indian Affairs Branch.

pr OK
\ e ae f : Abe AL ,
CoA? Clark, T, FP. MeIlwraith,

cecretary. 396. Chairman,

004626



a ‘ Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act
: Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur ’accés 4 information

Abstract by N.%. Morton of

A Study of the Scholastic Aptitude of the
Indian Children on the Caradoc Reserve

by D.J. Penfold under the direction of G.H, Turner

University of Western Ontario
ee me ee ee ee ee er ee

l. Group tests of intelligence were given.to groups of Indian

children totalling between 200 and 300 on the Caradoc Reserve and .to

a similar number of white children in nearby communities. The tests

used consisted in the Otis Quick-Scoring Mental Ability Test, Alpha

Form A, Grades 1 to 4, Non-Verbal Section; the Henmon-Nelson Test: of

Mental Ability, Form A, Grades 3 to 63 and the Progressive Matrices

Test (1947 Form non-verbal and unspeeced). In addition the Wechsler-~

Bellevue Scale, an individual test, was given to 82 Indian children

of the 7, 10 and 14 year old age groups.

ee It was determined that the mean IQ of Indian children ‘in

Grades 1 to 4 on the Otis test (a non-verbal test) was typically 10

points lower than for white children in the same grades, although

raw scores were not substantialiy different. In the case of children

in Grades 5 to 8 the mean differance in IQ points on the Henmon-
Nelson test (a verbal test) was akout 20, the raw scores also being

lower for the Indian children by grade,

3. In the case of the Progressive Matrices, mean scores for

age groups from 6 to 13 fer Indian children were from 1 to 4 points
(5 to 15 %) lower than fcr whites, These differences were minimal
at the age extremes and mest marked at ages 9 to le, where they were

significant at the 5% level cf confidence. Differences by grade
levels from Grades 1 to 8 were less, and althcugh usually in favor
of the white children, were not statistically significant (the mean

age difference by grades varied from 4 to 18 months, Indian children

characteristically being older).

4, | IQ's obtained by Indian children on the Wechsler-Bellevue
scale were as follows:

Age Mean Per- Kiean Difference between =

Groun WN formance Verbal Performance and Verbal

14 26 98 33 84,2 Significant at 10% level
10 25 96.4 89.7 Not significant
y 31 95.7 83.5 Significant

Individual IQ's on the performance scale ranged as high as 132.
inferior performance of Indian children was most marked onthe

vocabulary test.

FU
\,De Comparison of 28 children who were given both the Henmez-
telson and Wechsler scaies indileated that 13 who obtained Iq's

above 90 on the Henmon-Nelson (mean of 102) had a mean IQ of 104.0

on the performance sub-scale and 101.4 on the verbal sub-scale of

the Weehsler. Fifteen children whe obtained IQ's below 90 on. the

Henmon-Nelson (mean of 82,1) had corresponding Wechsler IQ's of

97.6 and 82,3.

ke,
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, @
Eighty-one Indian. children were given the Otis test used in

_this investigation six months previously by the Supervising Principd.p ~ US P g
The product-moment correlation of scores between the two adminis-
trations of the test was "plus" ,62,

7s The writers discuss the cultural and environmental factors
which might be expected to have a bearing upon the test performance

of the Indian children examined, These were not related statistically
or otherwise to the performance of individuals .or particular sub-
groups, however, and consequently do not constitute an integral part

of the experimental data,

8. The abstractor's conclusions from this report are as follows:

The findings of the study are quite similar to those of Sandiford and
Jamieson in 1938, That is, in brief, Indian children do significantly

less well as a group, age for age, than comparable groups of white

children on verbal tests. Their abilities do, however, cover much the

same range, and a number of individual Indian children are superior

to a number of individual white children. If comparisons are made

without regard for age on a school grade basis, differences are

appreciably less but do not disappear. In the case of non-verbal

tests, speeded or inspeeded, of the group type, differences in score

also tend to be noticeable, although they are less than for verbal

tests, and may disappear in grade comparisons when age is not taken

into account, Performance tests individually administered result in

almost complete disappearance of difference between Indian and white

children. even when age is taken into account.

9. From the foregoing it could be inferred that in so far as

immediate ability to meet white educational standards is concerned

the Indian child is retarded, and this is true to some extent even

when age is neglected in grade-for-grade comparisons. On the other

hand abilities of the Indian child expressed in a form less diréctly

dependent on verbal tools or on the use of symbols more familiar to

the white appear to be as high as for white children. Thus it could

be judged that,given equal stimulation and comparable environment,

the Indian child might be expected to be as educable as the white.

This condition is not granted at present, but could be in the future;

it would probably require, however, much more than the provision of

better facilities for academic education alone.

NwM / CAFC

‘14 IX 1951
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:

Minutes of a Meeting of the Panel on Indian Research

held on Friday, September 21, 1951, in the Conference
Room of the Indian Affairs Branch, Copeland Building,
OTTAWA.

Duration: 93:3

434

A.M. - 12:30 P.M.3 2:00 P.M. =0 f.

5 P.M.

Ll, Present:

Professor T, F. McIlwraith, Department of Anthropology,
University of Toronto, (Chairman)

Professor Oswald Hall, Department of Sociology,

McGill University.

Professor J. C, Falardeau, Faculty of Social Science,
Laval University.

Dr. N. W. Morton, Director, Operational Research

Group, Defence Research Board.

Dr. 0. EB. Ault, Director of Personnel Selection,

Civil Service Commission.

Dr. Douglas Leechman, Archaeologist, National Museum.

Dr. Marcel Rioux, Ethnologist, National Museum.

Mrs. Joan MacNeish, Department of Sociology,

Carleton College,

Dr. L. B, Pett, Chief, Nutrition Division, Depart-

ment of National Health and Welfare,

Dr. 0. Leroux, Assistant Director, Indian Health
Services, ,

Dr. R. N. Simpson, Regional Superintendent of Indian
Health Services for Ontario and the Eastern Arctic.

Frank Foulds, Esq., Director, Canadian Citizenship
Branch, Department of Citizenship and Immigration.

E. B, Reid, #sq., Director, Information Services,
Department of Citizenship & Immigration. ,

E, N. Grantham, Esq., Administrative Officer,

Northwest Territories Education Division, ,

Department of Resources and Development. |

From the Branch:

Colonel H. M. Jones, Superintendent, ‘“felfare Division.

P, N. L. Phelan, Esq., Superintendent, Education
Division.

Colonel Acland, Executive Assistant.

Major I. Eisenhardt, Supervisor of Physical Recreation

and Recreation,

Major C, A. F, Clark, Educational Survey Officer,
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e. The Secretary read a letter from Colonel Laval

Fortier, Deputy Minister of Citizenship and

Immigration, expressing his regret at being out of

Ottawa on the date of the meeting.

3, Colonel Acland conveyed the regrets of the

Director of the Indian Affairs Branch who was on

duty in Saskatchewan,

4, The minutes of the previous meeting (January
27) were adopted in the form earlier circulated.

De The Panel received with regret a letter from
Dr. Charles G. Stogdiil (formerly Chief of the
Mental Health Division, Department of National
Health and Welfare) suggesting that he be replaced

by a psychiatrist resident in Ottawa. The Panel

agreed that Dr. Morton should give this matter at~

tention.

6. Reports of Ressarchs

(a) Dr. Morton, on behalf of Professor Turner sub-

mitted the final report of researen by D. J, Penfold
eoneerning the educability of Indian children on
the Caradce Reserve, A copy of Dr. Morton's

abstract of the report is attached. The conclusi-

ons (Paregraph &, less tne first sentence) were
published in the Indian School Bulletin for

September, with the two-fold purpose of emphasi-
zing to teachers the need for greater efficiency

in language-training in the primary grades and of

economy in the routine use of group tests of the
verbal type.

The Chairman referred to socio-anthropologi-
cal research now in progress cn the same reserve

by Mr. Fleming which is expected to demonstrate
some of the effects of tribal background and in-=

fluences on educability.

Dr. Leechman commented on the lack of a

fully satisfactory intelligence test for Indian

children and Dr, Morton reminded the Panel of a

suggested project for a psychological survey in

various regions with the objects (1) of developing
an appropriate test and (2) of obtaining a fair

comparison of capabilities. The Chairman remarked
that surveys at Deseronto, Muncey, and Walpole

Island had revealed marked differences in cultural

adjustment and that it is hoped to carry on a long

term study to determine why these differences have

arisen.

(b) Acknowledging the contribution of the Canadian
Social Science Research Council, the Chairman

summarized the progress made by -

l. M. I. Teicher in the field of mental

adjustment among the native and white people near

Deseronto, Ontario.

2. Mrs. Martha Randle concerning the adjustment
of Grade VIII pupils in the Six Nations schools.
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3. Professor Voget who jis seeking to identify
sub-types of culture in the population at

Caughnawaga - a project likely to have implications

for the schools there,

4. Rodney White who is examining old records at

Duck Leke, Saskatchewan.

(c) Mrs, Joan MacNeish gave a brief account of

a project (mentioned by Dr. Leechman as possibly

unique in Canadian sthnology studies) which re-
quired ker and Miss Cartavette of the University

of Chicago to spend the summer with a group of

Slavey Indians at Marie River, about 35 mi. south
of Fort Simpson, N.W.T,. She urged the provision

of local school. facilities as the parents refuse

to send their chiidren out to school,

(d) Dr. Leechnan reviewed the activities of
research personne: associated with or related to

his Department, who have been doing field-work in
Southwestern Ontario, Gasxatchewan, at Teslin and

Carcross in the Yukon, in the Mackenzie District

of the Northwest Territories and in several areas

in British Columbia,

Dr. Rioux remarked upon the growing importance

now being atteched to social anthropology in com-
parison with previous emphasis on ethnology.

(e) Dr, Pett outlined the research in nutrition
proceeding at six residential schools. Referring

to the findtngs of the psychologists he stated

that his associates had, of course, encountered

difficulty in attempting to inezulecate desirable
food habits when the items were unfamiliar, but

when familiarity with food items was established
the Indian children seemed more amenable to

suggestion than white children, The projects

under way involve medical, dental and psychologi-
cal observations secking to measure the actual

health benefits obtained by changes in diet. A
notable achievement has been a reduction of anaemia.

7° Problems of Branch Officials:

Colonel Jones outlined the recently-enlarged

scope of the activities of the Indian Welfare

Service, mentioning the appointment of social

workersg-in all regions, and touching upon changes

in the Indian Act, the effects of which would invite
study. He expressed gratification at the existence
of the Panel and the hope that it would be

increasingly useful. He remarked that the emphasis
on research in Ontario has been on a minority in
the southwest, whereas, from the Devartment's view-

point, many more problems arise with the majority
of Indians who are found in other parts of the
province. .

The Chairman replied that accessibility has .-

so far been an important limiting factor because
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of the small number of workers and the limited

funds and time availeble to them, He added that

the problem of effecting the adjustment. of the

Eskimo to the 20th century is another matter of
importance to which the factors of feasibility,

money and personnel drastically limit attention.

Dr. Morton recommended that Branch officials

compile a list of problems from which sélection
be made for research projects. He stated that a

definition of needs would be helpful and referred

to a comparable activity by Dr. Ault and himself

on behalf of another research organization. He

recommended that the Panel encourage systematic

pursuit of issues considered most important by
administrators,

‘In expressing agreement. Professor Falardeau

mentionea tne lack in Canada of a centre for co-

ordinating research of the types under discussion.

He hoped for distribution pericdically to interested

personnel, of a circular listing the research pro-

jects in progress, and, possibly, projects

contemplated.

Dr. Leecnman suggested that such a circular
might include mention of problems already formulated

but still awaiting the attention of researchers.

In this way graduate students wight be guided to
undertake projects rei1ated to the solution of the

Branch's problems.

There was general discussion and approval of
the foregoing recemmendations and suggestions, Dr,

Ault summarizing the advantages of disseminating
such informaticn.

During discussion led oy Dr. Morton and

Colonel Jones of the desirability of a "master

plan" into which problems and projects might be

fitted, the Chairman alluded to a proposa 21 made

four years previously by the Canadian Social

Seience Research Council which might serve as a

pattern in aiding the Panel to serve as a "traffic

directing centre",

Mr. Phelan referred to further problems in

the educational field. The recognition and treat-

ment of sub-normal pupils was already receiving

attention in some regions. The secretary referred

to problems of curricula, text books; and operation
of schools glanced at in educational surveys.

Studies of problems posed by a programme of educa-

tion for citizenship and worthy use of leisure

appeared necessary.

Dr. Ault emphasized the need for as much.

advance warning as possible in dealing with matters

requiring research and urged that administrators

bring to the next meeting a statement of some of

their problems, There would tnen be opportunity
to consider them as possible projects, to indicate

the appropriate field of research and possibly to
invite the participation of research workers known

to be interested,
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8. Dissemination of inforration:

This supject had been proposed by Colonel

Fortier at the previous meeting. and, with Mr.

Reid present was fully discussed. Mr. Reid

pointed out two purposes of the information pro-

gramme =

(1) to bring ebout an eppreziation and under-

stancing of the Indzjan and his »roblems

(2) to provide administrators with the inform-
ation whereby tnev are enabled to become better

administrators

Professor Hall. stated the case for distri-

bution of helpful material down to the Levels

where junicr adminiscretovs make cortact with the

Indians, stressing tre acvantages of giving every

worker a sense cf partic: pation,

Mr, Foulcs desovibea procedures of the

Canadian Citizenshiz Branch and otfered suggestions

and assistance ia the eroblem of promoting accept-

ance of the native minority by other ethnic groups.

The Chairman referred to an abstract of

Dr. Laura Thompson's “Personality and Covernment"

which naé recently Seen mimecgraphed and distri-

puted to menvers of the ranel as an example of

material wnich right be helpful to Departmental

personnel, It was egreed that further abstracts

should be made and suomitted te Depertmental

officials with mm on would ‘rest the aecision for

distribution. The Cnairnan anc Secretary, with

Mr. Heid and Colonel Aciand, were designated as a
committee to arrange the preparation of abstracts

of material recommended by Panel members as likely

to be useful to the Department. The Chairman

andicated that he wouid be available for meetings

in Ottawa for this purpose on Wednesdays.

The following motion (Dr. Leechman - Mrs.

MacNeish) was passed unanimously, and the secretary
was instructed to forward a copy to the Director

of the Indian Affairs Branch:

"This Panel agrees that, as indicated by the
Deputy Minister at the previous meeting, there is

a need that administrative machinery be set up for

the reproduction and dissemination of selected

papers to officers of the Indian Affairs admini-

stration and to other interested persons in order

that the full value of research protects may be

attained; and recommends to the Depertment that

such action be taken as promptly as may be."

9, Funetions of the Panels

Returning to Dr, Morton's suggestion for
correlating research, the Panel gave further con-

sideration to methods of carrying out its functions,
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agreeing with Dr. Hall that the interpretation

of the findings of scientists to administrators

is a function of prime importance,

Professor Falardeau stated that he would de

willing to prepare a brief description of the

types of research done in his field and the

methods used by research workers. Dr, Ault, re-

viewing the various branches of knowledge re-

presented in the Panel, suggested extension of

this proposal so as to include other fields. It

was agreed that such summaries of scope and

methods should .be prepared for -

lL. Anthropology:

by Professors McIlwraith, Falardeau,

MacNeish.

2. Psychology

by Dr, Morton and Dr, Ault.

3. Nutrition

by Dr. Pett.

4, Medicine generally

by Dr. Leroux and Dr. Simpson,

5, Mental Health
by (to be named later).

The summaries should include illustrative

findings or accomplishments as in the case of

nutrition.

LO. Other reports

(a) In the absence of Dr. Robbins at the

convention of the Canadian Hducation Association,

the secretary reported on progress regarding an

examination of the reports and statistics

published by the Department.

(be) From Miss Joan Presant, a student in

anthropology who had served as teacher at the

Indian school at Moose Fort during the summer,

a report was received containing suggestions for

the Panel and for the Education Division.

(c) The Chairman reported that, in accordance

with the decision of the previous meeting, he

had submitted to the Director a memorandum con-

cerning the terms of reference for the Panel and

a suggestion for an appropriation from which to

pay ordinary expenses.

li. Next Meeting:

It was agreed that the next meeting should
be held during the first fortnight in December,

on a day convenient for the Depety Minister and
the Director of the Indian Affairs Branch. :

a hos Bee - eo, ,

OTe OEEAe ka a Loot bt. Ok.
C.A.F, Clark, T, F. MeIlwraith,
Secretary. 396 Chairman.
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Abstract by N.TM. Morton of 4

A Study of the Scholastic Aptitude of the

Indian Children on the Caradoc Reserve

by D.J. Penfold under the direction of G.H. Turner
University of Western Ontario

re ey ce ce ee ee ee ee ee

L. Group tests of intelligence were given to groups of Indian

children totalling between 200 and 300 on the Caradoc Reserve and .to

a similar number of white children in nearby communities. The tests

used consisted in the Otis Quick-Scoring Mental Ability Test, Alpha

Form A, Grades 1 to 4, Non-Verbal Section; the Henmon-Nelson Test: of

Mental Ability, Form A, Grades 3 to 63 and the Progressive Matrices

Test (1947 Form non-verbal and unspeeded), In addition the Wechsler-

Bellevue Scale, an individual test, was given to 82 Indian children

of the 7, 10 and 14. year old age groups.

2. It was determined that the mean 19 of Indian children in

Grades 1 to 4 on the Otie test (a non-verbal test) was typically 10

points lower than for white children in the same grades, although

raw scores were not substantialiy different, In the case of children

in Grades 5 to 8 the mean difference in IQ points on the Henmon-
Nelson test (a verbal test) was ahout 20, the raw scores also being

lower for the Indian children by grade,

3. In the case of the Progressive Matrices, mean scores for

age groups from 6 to 13 for Indian children were from 1 to 4 points

(5 to 15 %) lower than fcr whites. These differences were minimal
at the age extremes and most marked at ages 9 to 12, where they were

significant at the 5% level of confidence. Differences by grade
levels from Grades 1 to 8 were less, and althcugh usually in favor
of the white children, were not statistically significant (the mean

age difference by grades varied from 4 to 18 months, Indian children

characteristically being older).

4. IQ's obtained by Indian children on the Wechsler-Bellevue

scale were as follows:

Age Mean Pers Mean Difference between

Group N. formance Verbal Performance and Verbal

14. 26 98 3 84,2 Significant at 10% level.
10 25 96.4 89.7 Not significant
7 31 9567 83.5 Gignificant —

Individual I@'s on the performance scale ranged as high as 132.
inferior performance of Indian children was most marked on the

vocabulary test.

5. Comparison of 28 children who were given both the Henmon-
Welson and Wechsler scales indiaated that 13 who obtained IQ's

above 90 on the Henmon-Nelson (mean of 102) had a mean IQ of 104.0

on the performance sub-scale and 101.4 on the verbal sub-scale of

the Wechsler, Fifteen children who obtained IQ's below 90 on the

Henmon-Nelson (mean of 82,1) had corresponding Wechsler IQ's of

97.6 and 82,3. °
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6. i @ity-one Indian shildren were given the Otis test used in
this investigation six months previously by the Supervising Principd.
The product-moment correlation of scores between the two adminis-
trations of the test was "plus" .62,

7 The writers discuss the cultur.l and environmental factors
which might be expected to have a bearing upon the test performance
of the Indian children examined. These were not related statistically

or otherwise to the performance of individuals .or particular sub-
groups, however, and consequently do not constitute an integral part

of the experimental data. ,

8. The abstractor's conclusions from this report are as follows:

The findings of the study are quite similar to those of Sandiford and
Jamieson in 1938, That is, in brief, Indian children do significantly
less well as a group, age for age, than comparable groups of white
children on verbal tests, Their abilities do, however, cover much the

same range, and a number of individual Indian children are superior

to a number of individual white children. If comparisons are made

without regard for age on a school grade basis, differences are

appreciably less but do not disappear. In the case of non-verbal

tests, speeded or inspeeded, of the group type, differences in score

also tend to be noticeable, although they are less than for verbal

tests, and may disappear in grade comparisons when age is not taken

into account. Performance tests individually administered result in

almost complete disappearance of difference between Indian and white

ehildren even when age is taken into account,

9. From the foregcing it could be inferred that in so far as

immediate ability to meet white educational standards is concerned

the Indian child is retarded, and this is true to some extent even

when age is neglected in grace-for-grade comparisons. On the other

hand abilities of the Indian child expressed in a form less directly

dependent on verbal tools or on the use of symbols more familiar to

the white appear to be as high as for white children. Thus it could

be judged that,given equal stimulation and comparable environment,

the Indian child might be expected to be as educable as the white,

this condition is not granted at present, but could be in the futures;

it would probably require, however, much more than the provision of

better facilities for academic education alone,

NWM / CAFC

14 IX 1951
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General Delivery

VASSAR COLLEGE -s__ Alert Bay, B.C.
POUGHKEEPSIE -NEW YORK

Department of Economics, Soctolo gy & Anthropo losy

ll September,1951

Mr. W.S. Arneil, Indian Commissioner

Federal Building a
Vancouver, B.C. Ae

My dear Mr. Ar .
I regret very much that I did not have

time to see you while I was in Vancouver from the 4th to the

6h of this month. After travelling all the way from New

York I was impatient to get to my destination here and the

Steamship Company could give me passage for the 7th or re-

quire me to wait until the following Wednesday.

However, Isshall certainly visit Vancouver

sometime during my three or four months stay here and have an

opportunity to see you,and possibly your office will have much

information that I need.

I have communicaed earlier this summer
with Mr. MacInness and I believe he wrote-that he had written

you you about my clans. Since I havne8T his letter,howver,I

shall risk repeating information. I am an Assistant Professor

at Vassar College where I teach anthropology. My doctoral
work was with the Kwakiutl literature end history and I wel-

come the leave I have from Vassar and the chance it gives me

to spend from three to four months here in first hand contact

with the people. Although there is an enortous literature on
the Kw& iutl, themks to Dr. Boas, there has been no entensive

work done here by anthropologists for some years and meantime
there ar2 new tools to work with such as tape recoding machines

and there ars new topics about which people want information

such as child training and informal home life.

Profes“or Hawtorne has told me of how

helpful you nd your office will certainly be and I wanted to

tell you that I was very sorry that I had not seen you on my

first visit to Vancouver, but that I would be in at the earliest

opportunity.

Yours,

r] / Nolo Cotlere
LyCY L Helen Codere
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eat > PLEASE QUOTE

CANADA

DEPARTMENT OF CITIZENSHIP AND IMMIGRATION

INDIAN AFFAIRS BRANCH

Ottawa, July 18, 1951.

W. S. Arneil, Esq.,

Indian Commissioner,

P, 0. Box 70,

Vancouver, B.C.

Miss Helen Codere, an anthropologist

and a member of the faculty of Vassar College,

Poughkeepsie, New York, intends to do some anthro-

pological field work among the Kwakiutl Indians this

fall. Permission has been granted for her to visit

the Kwakiutl Indians.

It is expected that Miss Codere will

call at your office before she leaves for field work

among the Indians. Any information or assistance

that you might be able to give Miss CGodere would be

greatly appreciated.

BANG ache he
T.R.L. MacInnes,

secretary.
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PLEASE QUOTE

ne0/113-5e4,
(Secy.)

DEPARTMENT OF CITIZENSHIP AND IMMIGRATION

INDIAN. AFFAIRS BRANCH

Ottawa y July 16, 1951.

W. S. Arneil, Esq.,

Indian Commissioner,

P, 0. Box 70,

Vancouver, B. C.

This is with reference to your letter, your

file 208/1-1, forwarding a copy of a letter dated April
30th from Mr. Oliver T. Fuller, Department of Sociology-

Anthropology, Brooklyn College, N. Y., requesting informa-

tion with regard to Indians in the south central part of

the province,

It is realized that requests for information

of this kind often require considerable time on research

work, Where the inquiry is from persons in Canada or the

United States, whose credentials are unquestionable, the

information should be made available, provided, however,

that the time and the staff involved does not seriously

affect ordinary administration.

Requests for information from persons outside

of Canada or the United States should be referred here for

attention.

In many cases the general information contained
in the Annual Report will suffice,

As to the particular request for information

from Mr. Fuller, questions 2 and 4 are of such a nature

that the information can only be obtained locally, There

would be no objection to supplying the information Mr.

Fuller requests at your discretion.

oe
Ty, KR. L. MacInnes,

ecretary.
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208/192

ATR MAIL Moy 18, 1951.

Indian Affairs Branch,

Dept. of Citizenship & Immigration,

Ottawa, Onbearioe

Enclosed is a copy of a letter dated April

$0, from Brooklyn College addressed to Supsrintendent H.E.

Taylor, requesting certain information with regard to Indians

in the south central part of the province.

it seems that this office has in the past

year or two been confronted with an increasing number of similar

inguiries and although we have endeavored to supply the inform=

ation requested when the applicants' credentials were unquestion-

able, the volume of work in our agency offices and in this office

is now such that these inquiries can only be answered if other

and probably more important matters are neglectsd.

i should appreciate receiving instructions

from the Department regarding disposition of correspondence

such as this.

We. Se Arneil,

Indian Commissioner for BoC.

Bnel.
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Brooklyn College
Bedford Avenue & Avenue H, Brooklyn’ 10, N. Y.

April 30, 1951

lie. H. E. Taylor, Agent

Department of Indian Affairs

403 Federal Building

425 Granville Street

Vancouver, British Columbia ‘
5 Coren ncaa,

Dear Mr. Taylor:

t+ has been suggested by Mr. R. J. Mawer, Department of University
Extension, University of British Columbia, that I write to you in

connection with a research project which is to deal with certain
Indian groups located in the southcentral Plateau region of British
Golumbia. The grovos in question are the Lillooet, Thompson, Shus-

wap, Okanagan, and Kootenay, who are under supervision of the Field
Agencies at Merritt, Kamloops, Vernon, and Cranbrook.

JH

I am planning to come to B. CG. this Autumn, but hope to secure as

much preliminary information as possible before leaving New York.

T have written to the Superintendents at the four Agencies named

and have been advised that they do not have the information I need.

I wonder if your office can help me? Specifically, I need to know:

1. The number of Indians administered by each of

the agencies;

2, The number not Living in reserve areas;

3. The ethnic and "tribal" background of individuals

in both groups "1" and "e", above;

4, The general occupational picture as it concerns

these individuals: the proportion employed or

supvorted by Government, or employed by private

farming or industrial persons or concerns.

Believe me, I realize the magnitude of this request, and do not

make it lightly. I am aware, also, of the possibility that such
information is perhaps not disseminated on request; but I am in

hopes that it may be available in abstract form, or already com-~

piled, and can be given to scientific workers. With this in mind,

may I offer the names of Dr. Douglas heechman, of the National
Vuseum.in Ottawa, and of Mr. Wilson Duff, of your own Provincial

Museum, in Victoria, as references regarding the bona fide nature

of my interests? t% goes without saying, also, that I shall gladly

defray expenses entailed in gathering this information, if required.

If you would care to see a prospectus of the work contemplated, I
will forward oneto you immediately.

Very truly yours,

Oliver T. Fuller 004641
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PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS,

VICTORIA, B.C.

SECRETARY

BSIIt, Loca, 419

econ in 22nd March 1951; j 

THE PROVINCE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA

DEPARTMENT OF LABOUR

INDIAN INQUIRY COMMITTEE

W.S.Arneil Esq.,

Commissioner,

Indian Affairs Branch,

Department of Citizenship and Immigration,
Federal Building,

Vancouver, B.C.

Dear Mr. Arneil,

With reference to my letter of February lst last, I have
received copies of certain of the reports for which I asked from Mr. TeRob.
MacInnes.

However, there was one report which he was unable to supply
in duplicate ~ Minutes of Proceedings and Evidence of the Special Joint
Committee of the Senate and House of Commons on the Indian Act, No.5, 196.
I have made inquiries in other directions, but am unable to get one more
copy of this report to make up a set which I should like to send out to the
members of this Committee for study. :

I should be most grateful if you have an extra copy of this
particular report in your office, and could kindly send it to me.

With kindest regards,

Yours very truly,

4. ZR
T.RoKelly,
Secretary,

xo 
Le 7

for : toy ee Ae OE ayTRK : JW fet fected 8 fF)
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Ottawa, January 20, 1951.

Dear Sir: ‘

\ ' Panel on Indian Research

This is to advise you that the next meeting will take
place as follows:

| Time: 9.15 A.M, Saturday January 27, 1951.

Place: °' Education Division, Indian Affairs Branch,

220 Queen Street, Ottawa.

The agénda Will be as follows:

l. Preliminary report from Dr. G. H. Turner on our
research project in Caradoc Indian Agency.

A. Proposed conference on the North Américan Indian.

3. Recommendations for In-service training of

Indian School Teachers and possibly Field Officials.

‘

i

é.

f- PE NE oa vob
Bernard F. Neary, 3
Secretary,

Panel on Indian Research,

Dr. N. W. Morton,

' Director,

Operational Research Group,

Defence Research Board,

Ottawa.
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MINUTES of a meeting of the Panel on Indian Research, held in the office of

The Superintendent of Indian Education, 220 Queen Street,

at 9,15-a.m. on Saturday, January 27, 1951.

PRESENT: Lt. Col. EB. Acland, Admin, Officer, Indian Affairs,

~ Mr, C.A.F. Clark, Educational Survey Officer, Indian Affairs Branch;

“Mr, A. J. Doucet, Supervisor of Vocetional Training, "

Major I. Eisenhardt, Supervisor of Physical Education

and Recreation, "

Colonel L, Fortier, Deputy Minister, Citizenship & Immigration,

Mr, John Gordon, Welfare Division, Indian Affairs Branch; |

. Mr, E. N. Grantham, Department of Resources & Development ;

Dy. Oswald Hall, MeGill University, Montreal, P. Q.

Dr. Douglas Leechman, National Museum of Canada, Ottawa;

Mx, H, Low, Adviser on Education, . Northwest Territories
, ‘Department of Resources and Development;

Professor T.F. McIlwraith, University of Toronto,

Dr. N.W. Morton, Directer, Operational Research Group,

: Defence Rescarch Board, Ottawa, Ont.

Lt, Colonel B. F. Neary, Supt, of Indian Education, Ottawa;

Mr, Philip Phelan, Chief, Education Division, Indien Affairs Branch ;

Dr, J. E. Robbins, Dominion Bureau of Statistics, Ottawa, Ont.;

Dr, Charles D. Stogdill, ". |. TM , Chief, Mental Health Division,

Department of National Health & Welfare,

Reading of Minutes:

The Minutes of the last meeting were adopted.as prepared.

Chairman's introductory remarks:

Dr. Morton reviewed, for members of the panel attending for the

first time, its purposes and stressed that it was in the nature of an informal

discussion group of University and Government officials to deal with. various

problems in Indian Affairs,

He touched on the departure from the panel of the Secretary, due

to his resignation from the Indian Affairs Branch.

Dr. Morton then tabled the progress report of Dr. G.H. Turner of
the University of Western Ontario, dealing with the Educability of the Indians

of the Caradoc Reserve. He stressed that this was an initial report. only;
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with the compilation of other data,.and when the results of further research

were available, a final report would be made.

Social Seienec Studies by Canadian Social Seience Research Council:

Profossor MeIlwraith introduced this section by outlining the grants
4+ aid made by the Council for research on current Indian problems in various

purts of Canada,

(a) Professor Gordon Brown (University of Toronto) in conjunction with

Dr. Turner, to conduct a study of social conditions, particularly

in relation to educational achievements, among the Indians at

Munecey, Ontario,

(b} Mrs, Martha Hewitt (now Mrs. Randle) on a study of reactions to

wardship among the Six Nations Indians of the Grand River, Ontario,

(c) Professor H.B. Hawthorn (U.B.C.) a study of family life and

adjustments on the Squamish Reserve, North Vancouver, B.C.,

(a) A study of economic and social conditions among Indians

in the fishing industry of British Columbia,

{e) Professor F, ywoget, the continuation of research on social

groups and attitudes among the Indians at Caughnawaga, P.@.,

(f) Professor M. Tremblay (Laval), the continuation of a study of
social conditions and interactions among the descendants of

the Huron Indians at Lorette.

Professor McIlwraith pointed out the need for research into Indian

problems, He also stressed the need for the training of, and the arousing of -

interest in, social science research workers. He then dealt with the other

projects now under consideration for grants by the Research Council. One was

a study of Indian adjustments in the agricultural areas of southern Ontario

(from Kettle Point to Tyendinaga). Professor McIlwraith pointed out that

there was little work being done among the Prairie Indians, and mentioned in

passing the publication of a recent book by Mr, and Mrs..Hanks entitled

"Tribe under Trust" (being a study of the Blackfoot Indians of Seuthern Alberta.

Professor Hall also mentioned the work being done by a West Coast

Indian, Perey Gladstone, under the supervision of Dr, Hawthorne.

Colonel Neary then reviewed the need, as he saw it, for the contin-

uation of the panel, He stressed the use already being made by the Education ©

Division, of the researches at Caughnawaga and at Squamish. He also mentioned

the interest of the field officials and the teachers in reports of such

research,

Dr. Leechman then pointed out how abstract field work among the

Indians can give them a moral stimulus and self-confidence. He mentioned his

experiences in recording an important and valuable block of culture among the

Indians of Northern British Columbia and the Yukon.

Reports on Research

De. Morton led a discussion into the various ways and means of
bringing the reports of such research to the attention of all field officials.

Professor McIlwraith volunteered the use of one or two graduate students from
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the University of Toronto in making abstracts of articles which had previously

been decided upon as being of sufficient importance to warrant their distrib~

ution. He mentioned, as an example, a recent study in Mexico. This had been

carried out by a eroup of 4.0 researchers working under a UNE SC O grant,

and being a fact-finding study plus In-service training of the Mexican

officials concerned. The result was one of the most comprehensive educational

surveys which he had ever read. It had recently appeared in an obscure

Mexican journal in four articles totalling 160 pages. It would be most valuable

if summarized and distributed to our field officials. Dr, Leechman then

pointed out the. need for the distribution of all such reports,

Golonel Fortier then asked to say a few words as he had to leave

the mecting for another one. He expressed his appreciation for the work of the

panel, both on his own behalf and on behalf of the Minister of Citizenship and

Immigration. He painted out that since the formation of this new Department

just a year ago, the emphasis was clearly being placed upon bringing of Indians

into citizenship. He also pointed out that every effort must be made to get

- the whites to know and understand the Indians. The Prime Minister had already

clearly stated government policy in this regard at the time of the formation

of the new Department. An Information Section was now in the process of being

formed and they were looking for a senior man to head it. He must be one who

could understand the great mosaic of Canadian citizenship and appreciate

ethnic problems of these various groups. He offered the services of this

Division to publicize the reports mentioned and to assist in their circulation.

He agreed entirely that research work was important but it was also most

essential to have abstracts made of their reports and distributed to field

officials for their future infomation and guidance. (Colonel Fortier then

left the meeting).

Major Clark then raised a query concerning what had happened to

the study made among the James Buy Indians. Professor McIlwraith answered at

some length outlining this sociological study which had concentrated partic-

ularly on food and diet. The late Dr. Tisdall and Dr, Brown had headed this
study. .A sub-committee of Professor McIlwraith,; Dr, Leechman and Major Clark

was to investigate this problem further and bring in another report.

Dr, Morton then led a discussion into the need for further study

among the Indians of the Prairie Provinees. He had contacted certain of the

western universities and had received a letter from Dr, Laycock of the

University of Saskatchewan. He felt that there was potential interest there

but there was a need for financial assistance and also for trained field

workers,

Professor McIlwraith had also contacted Dr, Britnell of the

University of Saskatchewan and Dr. Long of the University of Alberta, —

Dr. Leechman mentioned that he had had an opportunity of discussing

the formation:of the panel with Professor Huwthorn who felt that it was a move

which would have far-reaching benefits.

Professor Hall mentioned the development of the Department of

Seciology at the University ef Manitoba and felt that this would make for

further research in that province. ,

Dr. Morton then pointed out that the colleges of education of the

various universities needed to be contacted so that their interest could. be

stimulated into research in the field of Indian education. Colonel Neary

in reply pointed out that this was one of the things which he hoped that the’

Regional Indian School Inspectors would be able to do,

Professor Hall then raised the possibility of funds from the

Department. There followed a general discussion on this matter and it was

decided that it would be raised again in the presente of the Deputy Minister.
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Proposed Conference on the North Amcrican Indian.

Professor MclIlwraith recommended that this conference be delayed until

1952. He based his recommendations upon two points:

(a) the disturbed international situation,

(o) by 1952 many of the research projects now under way will be completed
and reports ready for consideration,

Colonel Acland then delivered a message from the Director and he also

suggested that the conference be postponed until the new Indian Act was passed,
possibly at the next session of Parliament. . ’ By 1952 the Department

would know also the reaction to the new Act, .

Mr, Doucet agreed with this proposal and also pointed out the favour-

able reaction of field officials to the work of the panel. He appealed to the
panel to continue its work and to add its impetus to the improvement in general

of Indian education.

Demographic Study -

Dr. Robbins will examine all. statistical information received at the
Education Division and will make recommendations as to other statistics whith
should be made available for this study.

Appointment of new Chairman

Dr. Morton reviewed the general situation and pointed out that a new

Chairman and Seeretary would be required. After considerable discussion,

Professor McIlwraith was selected by unanimous vote,

Appointment of new Secretary

Major C.A.F. Clark was unanimously selected to replace Colonel Neary.

Future of the Panel _

Colonel Acland led the discussion by raising the following points:

(a) the exact terms of reference used by Dr, Keenleyside in his letter

concerning the panel,

{o) the possibility of the National Museum playing a greater part in its

activities, He felt that there was a definite need of drawing to the

attention of the new Deputy Minister, the exact terms of reference of

the panel.

This led to a germral discussion with Dr, Morten, Professor Mellwraith

and Dr, Robbins participating. It was agreed that letters would have to be sent

to Goneral Young, the Deputy Minister of the Department of Resources and Develop-

ment concerning the participation of Dr, Leechman of the National Museum, It

was also decided that a letter should be sent to Colonel Fortier concerning the

terms of reference of the pariel.

The suggestion that Dr. Brown of the University of Toronto be a future
member of the pariel was deferred until the next meeting. ,

Next Meeting

This will be at the call of the Chair. It will likely be in May when

Dr, Hawthorn of the U.B,C. will be in Bastern Canada, attending a conference,

The panel was anxious that he attend the next meeting.

Dr, N. W. Morton,

Chairman,
B, F. Neary,

Secretary.
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N.R.C. Project A.P. 7

THE EDUCABILITY OF INDIANS OF THE CARADOC RESERVE

PROGRESS REPORT

by

Gordon H. Turner

Associate Professor of Psychology

The University of Western Ontario. .

January, 1951.

The last report on this project was submitted in June 1950 and dealt with a

comparison of Indian and white children on group tests of intelligence.

The project was continued with two main aims in mind

(a) to gather more detailed data on the performance of Indian children

{on intelligence tests designed for whites) by the administration of

individual tests containing performance as well as verbal sections and

(b) to obtain as much information as possible concerning cultural factors
which might influence progress in school or psychological test

performance.

In pursuance of these objects Mr. Penfold spent the summer months in residence

at Muncey along with Mr. Fleming, student of anthropology working under Dr. Brown.

The original intention and hope had been to complete a program of individual
testing during the summer but this was found to be impossible for two reasons

(a) once the schools closed testing had to take place in the homes and in

the great majority of cases the conditions were quite unsuitable and

(b) many families left for the tobacco fields and elsewhere. Thus testing

not completed in June or early July had to be put off until the fall.

Tt was possible, however, to make an extensive compilation of medical records

and school records of attendancé and achievement and to complete the onerous

task of checking age records which were in many cases either incomplete or

uncertain and frequently required diligent investigation of parents or other

relatives. Furthermore, information concerning ths attitudes and opinion of

Indians (especially those of parents about education) was sought (end

subsequently recorded) on all possible occasions. Penfold appears to have

gained a great measure of acceptance and has been able to gather a wealth of

information which, along with Fleming's findings, should be invaluable aids to

the interpretation of results,

The program of testing inéeludées the following

(a) the administration of the Wechsler Intelligence Scale for Children to

all Indian children in the age groups ,7, 10, and 1l4..

(b) the administration of the Progressive Matrices (1947) to all Indian
school children up to and including the age of 12 and to several

groups of white controls.

Penfold has been visiting Muncey once or twice a week since early fall and will

now require only about four full working days (three weeks at most) to complete

the gathering of the data.

Since Penfold is basing his M.A. thesis on this work and has a May lst deadline

to meet, a complete report is assured by that date.
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