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TR.  HON.  STEPHEN  HARPER  (Premier  ministre  du 

Canada):  Bonjour  tout  le  monde.   Je  suis  accompagné  ce  matin  par  des 

ministres,  plusieurs ministres qui dirigent la  réponse du gouvernement à la 

catastrophe en Haïti. 

Good morning.  I’m joined this morning by a number of 

ministers who are leading the government’s response to the disaster in Haiti. 

Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  Lawrence  Cannon,  Minister  of  Defence  Peter 

MacKay,  Minister  of  International  Cooperation  Bev  Oda,  Minister  of 

Immigration Jason Kenney, and Minister of State for the Americas Peter Kent. 

Since the disaster struck, these ministers and others have worked tirelessly to 

make sure  that  Canada’s  assistance to Haiti  moves quickly and efficiently. 

Obviously time was and time will remain of the essence.  

La dévastation en Haïti a été instantanée et considérable. 

Des  maisons  sont  effondrées,  presque  tous  les  principaux  édifices 

gouvernementaux ont subi des dommages irréparables.  Pratiquement aucun 

téléphone  ne  fonctionne.   Le  Canada  entretient  des  relations  proches  et 

historiques avec le gouvernement et la population haïtienne et nous prenons 

très au sérieux notre rôle quant à la sécurité de l’hémisphère. 

The  devastation  in  Haiti  was  instant,  utter  and 

widespread.   Homes have been flattened.   Almost every major government 

building has been damaged beyond repair, and hardly any of the telephones 

work.  Canada has, as you know, a close and historic relationship with the 

government  and people  of  Haiti,  and  we  take  our  role  for  security  in  the 

hemisphere very, very seriously. 
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Avant de demander à mes collègues de faire une mise à 

jour sur leurs domaines de responsabilité, permettez-moi de dire encore une 

fois au nom de la population du Canada, des Canadiens et des Canadiennes, 

nos pensées et nos prières sont avec les Haïtiens et les Canadiens qui ont perdu 

des êtres chers lors de ce terrible événement. 

Before I turn to my colleagues for specific updates in their 

area of responsibility, let me say once again on behalf of all Canadians, our 

thoughts and our prayers are with those Haitians and Canadians who have lost 

loved ones during this terrible series of events.  I would like to acknowledge in 

particular with great sadness the death of one member of the RCMP, and two 

members of the Canadian International Development Agency, CIDA. 

Le sergent Mark Gallagher, les travailleurs et travailleuses 

de développement Hélène Rivard et Guillaume Simenski, sont morts en Haïti 

au service de leur pays, et évidemment nous honorons leur sacrifice. 

Once again, Sergeant Mark Gallagher of the RCMP and 

development workers Hélène Rivard et Guillaume Simenski,  have lost their 

lives in Haiti in the service of their country, and we obviously honour their 

sacrifice.  

Cependant,  alors  que  nous  pleurons  des  morts,  les 

Canadiens mettent tout en œuvre pour donner espoir aux victimes.  

As we join in grieving for the dead, however, Canadians 

will also continue to do their utmost to be a hope to those who are living.  So I 

will now ask Minister Cannon to begin the updates on the situation.  

LAWRENCE  CANNON  (ministre  des  Affaires 

étrangères) : Meri Monsieur le Premier ministre.   C’est avec également une 

profonde tristesse je confirme le décès de six Canadiens à ce point à la suite du 
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sinistre en Haïti.  Je tiens à offrir mes plus sincères condoléances à toutes les 

familles et amis éprouvés ainsi que la famille Simenski et Rivard.  Selon les 

plus  récentes  données  consulaires,  le  nombre  de  Canadiens  dont  nous 

demeurons sans nouvelles est de 1362.  Donc une diminution par rapport au 

chiffre  d’hier.   Le  dernier,  je  rappelle,  chiffre  public  était  de  1415.   Cela 

signifie  que  le  nombre  de personnes  qui  ont  été  localisées  se  situe  à  781. 

Environ 50 Canadiens et Canadiennes se retrouvent à notre ambassade à Port-

au-Prince au moment où nous vous parlons.  Ce matin vers 5h30, un avion 

transportant 196 évacués a quitté Port-au-Prince et doit rentrer sur Montréal 

aujourd'hui.  Je suis heureux de confirmer que le personnel local à l’emploi de 

notre mission est sain et sauf.  Ceux-ci sont au nombre de 51.  Quelques 460 

Canadiens et Canadiennes ont regagné, ont pu regagner hier le Canada à bord 

de quatre vols des Forces canadiennes, donc jusqu’à maintenant notre centre 

d’appels par ailleurs des opérations d’urgence a reçu 21 500 appels. Les agents 

du  centre  poursuivent  leurs  efforts  pour  tenter  de  localiser  les  personnes 

manquantes à l’appel.  

L’aide  qu’apporte  actuellement  notre  gouvernement  en 

Haïti prend de nombreuses formes.  Nous participons notamment aux efforts 

de recherche et de sauvetage, nous tentons de répondre aux besoins essentiels 

et  nous renforçons la  sécurité.   Les  Canadiens  travaillant  pour les  Nations 

Unies, la Croix-Rouge et d’autres organisations non-gouvernementales jouent 

également  un rôle  crucial  dans  les  efforts  de secours  à la  suite du séisme. 

Nous commençons à réorienter nos efforts  de la  recherche et  du sauvetage 

d’urgence  à  l’aide  humanitaire  et  à  la  stabilisation.   Le  Canada  collabore 

étroitement avec la Mission des Nations Unies pour la stabilisation en Haïti, la 

MINUSTAH, qui est un acteur essentiel sur le plan de la coordination.  Du 
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personnel provenant de quelques 50 pays compose la MINUSTAH, dont du 

personnel  militaire  et  des  agents  de  la  paix.   Un  nombre  considérable  de 

policiers canadiens oeuvrent, comme vous le savez, au sein de cette mission. 

La MINUSTAH travaille de concert avec nombreux d’organismes et d’organes 

des Nations Unies qui jouent un rôle déterminant dans les efforts de secours 

humanitaires, le Canada est prêt, je le rappelle, à soutenir le MINUSTAH et le 

Canada  favorise  une  approche  pan-gouvernementale,  éprouvée,  qui  a  les 

ressources et les personnels militaires civils.  Comme il a déjà été mentionné, 

un poste de commandement opérationnel canadien sera érigé par les forces…

dirigé  par  les  Forces  canadiennes,  et  son  personnel  et  ses  opérations 

témoignent  de  nos  efforts  pan-gouvernementaux.   Nous  y  dépêchons  des 

fonctionnaires  de  mon  ministère  et  de  l’ACDI  pour  travailler  avec  le 

commandement militaire et veiller à ce que tous les efforts soient coordonnés 

sous la  direction de l’ambassadeur,  Monsieur Gilles Rivard.   Ce matin j’ai 

parlé, en terminant, avec le Premier ministre d’Haïti, Jean-Max Bellerive et lui 

ai partagé notre profonde tristesse.  Je lui ai aussi réitéré notre solidarité envers 

Haïti.  

It is with, colleagues, great sadness that I confirm at this 

point there are six Canadian fatalities to date in the aftermath of the quake in 

Haiti.  I offer my deepest sympathies to all and particularly to the Seminski 

and Rivard families as well as their friends.  According to the latest consular 

figures,  the  number of  Canadians  unaccounted for  in  the  affected area  has 

dropped to 1362, a reduction in comparison to yesterday’s number.  The last 

public figure was 1415.  So this means that the number of people located is 

now around 781.  About 50 Canadians were in the compound this morning, 

and this morning and aircraft with 196 evacuees on board departed Port-au-
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Prince and is due to arrive in Montreal today.  I’m pleased to confirm that the 

locally  engaged  staff  at  our  mission  are  safe.   They  are  numbered  in  the 

amount of 51.  So some hundred…some 460 Canadians have been evacuated 

since yesterday on board four Canadian Forces flights.  Today our emergency 

operations centre has received approximately 21,500 calls.   The ops centre 

continues its efforts to resolve cases of unaccounted individuals.  

Our government is providing assistance in many forms at 

this moment to Haiti, including support for search and rescue, the provision of 

basic needs and security.  Canadians working for the Untied Nations, the Red 

Cross movement and the non-governmental organizations are also playing a 

key role in responding to the quake efforts.   We are starting to shift  from 

urgent search and rescue to humanitarian response and stabilization efforts. 

Canada  is  working  closely  with  the  UN-led  peacekeeping  mission,  United 

Nations Stabilization Mission in Haiti, or better known as MUNISTAH, which 

is playing a key coordination role.   MUNISTAH is comprised of personnel 

from over 50 countries, includes military as well as peacekeepers, and Canada, 

as you know, plays a substantial role with its number of important civilian 

contributions.  It works alongside the office of coordination of humanitarian 

affairs  and  the  other  UN  agencies  that  are  playing  a  key  role  now  in 

humanitarian efforts.  Canada stands ready to support the UN in Haiti with a 

proven whole of government approach that combines both civilian and military 

resources  and  personnel.   As  has  been  noted,  a  Canadian  operational 

headquarters will be established by the Canadian Forces and will reflect our 

whole of government efforts in its personnel and operations.  We will send 

officials from my department as well as from CIDA to work alongside the 

military  command  and  ensure  that  all  efforts  are  coordinated  under  the 
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leadership  of  our  ambassador,  Gilles  Rivard.   I  spoke  to  Haitian  Prime 

Minister this morning, Jean-Max Bellerive, who was in Ottawa just last month, 

and shared our profound sadness, and I also reiterated of course our solidarity 

to Haiti.  Over to you, Minister MacKay. 

PETER  MACKAY  (Minister  of  National  Defence): 

Thank you Minister Cannon. 

Merci,  Monsieur  le  Ministre.   J’aimerais  débuter  en 

exprimant mes sincères condoléances à tous les familles canadiennes, incluant 

les  familles  de  Guillaume  Seminski  et  Hélène  Rivard,  qui  ont  perdu  des 

personnes chères au cours des derniers jours, et à ceux et celles qui attendent 

impatiemment des nouvelles concernant le sinistre.  

The  government  of  Canada  is  acutely  aware  of  the 

challenges being faced internationally, and the relief efforts in Haiti and the 

ongoing efforts of the Department of National Defence will continue working 

with other departments of government, as Minister Cannon has referred to, and 

the  international  community  to  confront  these  challenges.   I’m  pleased  to 

inform you that almost 200 Canadian Forces members now are on the ground 

in Haiti, and we’ve identified two dozen Creole speakers within the Canadian 

Forces that  can be deployed as needed.   The Canadian Forces have so far 

moved  more  than  100  tons  of  equipment  and  supplies  to  Haiti,  including 

65,000 pounds of water and rations, and 46,000 pounds of medical supplies, as 

well as vehicles and communications and search and rescue equipment.  Today 

one C-17 aircraft will carry equipment and 30 additional military personnel 

and a further 1-C-130 Hercules with personnel aboard will deploy to Port-au-

Prince,  bringing  a  total  Canadian  Forces  presence  to  approximately  230 

individuals.   CF  aircraft  carrying  and  returning  to  Canada  are  bringing 
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Canadians back.  Today a C-17 aircraft carrying roughly 200 evacuees will 

land in Montreal,  and when this flight lands, as was referred to,  some 460 

Canadians will have been evacuated.  Another C-17 will depart Port-au-Prince 

this evening, carrying inbound Canadian evacuees.  

Mobility in Haiti  remains the primary challenge for all, 

including  our  operations.   Major  infrastructure  damage  is  hampering  road 

movement across Port-au-Prince area, therefore four Griffons, additional four 

Griffon helicopters will fly to Haiti.   They will arrive in three to four days. 

The  Canadian  Forces  will  commit  in  total  seven  helicopters  to  operation 

Hestia, six Griffons and one Sea King.  The Griffon helicopters in particular 

will ensure that Canadian Forces can move personnel and supplies when and 

where they’re needed in Haiti in this operation.  On the ground elements of the 

DART are already at work.  Canadian Forces personnel, medical personnel are 

treating injured Canadians and Haitians at the embassy.  The medical team will 

be deployed to a multinational field hospital as well as part of this international 

effort to treat Haitians.  Our engineers are conducting structural assessments in 

and  around  Port-au-Prince  looking  at  Haitian  infrastructure  and  ways  of 

providing assistance to Haitians.  Search and rescue technicians and Canadian 

Forces firefighters are also actively engaged in the search for those among the 

missing.  The Griffon helicopter in particular, that helicopter already on the 

ground is actively conducting reconnaissance missions within the capital area. 

HMCS Halifax  and HMCS Athabaskan continue to  sail  down the  Atlantic 

seaboard with close to 500 personnel aboard and a Sea King air detachment. 

These ships are scheduled to arrive off the coast of Haiti on Monday.  Make no 

mistake  about  it,  this  is  an  immense  challenge.   The  Canadian  Forces  are 

embarking on a complex operation that requires an extraordinary amount of 
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organization, coordination and support.  We need excellent military leadership 

to coordinate activities on the ground, and as such, I’m pleased to announce 

today that Brigadier General Guy Laroche will arrive in Haiti and will be the 

commander of Joint  Taskforce Haiti.   Guy Laroche is from the Royal 22nd 

Regiment,  le  22e régiment,  has international experience in Cyprus,  Bosnia-

Herzegovina, and recently served as a commanding officer of the Canadian 

Forces in Afghanistan.  

Il est un commandant exceptionnel.  

I have no doubt about his abilities as a leader, and he will 

contribute enormously.  

Je  suis  fier  d’annoncer  que  le  brigadier-général  Guy 

Laroche arrivera en Haïti aujourd'hui, et il sera commandant pour les Forces 

canadiennes  opérationnelles  interarmées  Haïti.   Général  Laroche  vient  du 

Royal 22e régiment.  Il a maintenant beaucoup d’expérience internationale à 

Chypre, à Bosnia-Herzegovina, et tout récemment a servi comme commandant 

des Forces canadiennes en Afghanistan.  J’ai aucun doute dans ses habilités de 

leadership.   

Our men and women in  uniform are  well-trained,  well 

equipped,  well-led and certainly motivated to contribute enormously to this 

effort,  and  I  trust  that  their  presence  will  continue  to  make  a  positive 

difference in the lives of Haitians, and they will be exceptional contributors to 

the  international  relief  efforts  and  continue,  of  course,  to  make  Canadians 

proud.  Thank you for your time, and I’ll now pass the floor on to Minister 

Oda. 

BEV  ODA  (Minister  of  International  Cooperation): 

Thank you Minister MacKay.  Good morning.  Along with my colleagues, I 

H & K Communications

 Phone (613) 829-1800 Fax (613) 829-6181 E-mail hturkow@rogers.com

10



would also like to begin by expressing my sympathies to the families, friends 

and  loved  ones  affected  by  this  tragedy,  and  to  the  Seminski  and  Rivard 

families, the families of the two CIDA personnel who have lost their lives. 

Working with the Haitian government and the international… (BREAK IN 

RECORDING) 

DIMITRI  SOUDAS  (Press  Secretary  to  the  Prime 

Minister):  So we will take a few questions.   We’ll start with Craig Oliver, 

CTV.  

REPORTER: Prime Minister, (inaudible) Haiti, the world 

pays a  bit  of  attention.   As soon as it’s  stabilized,  it  moves out  and Haiti 

doesn’t seem to make very much progress.  Can you tell us whether there’s 

any plan post-earthquake in Haiti, particularly because of Canada’s significant 

interest there, and in a sense, tell us why Haiti should not be as centre…as 

such a centrepiece to Canadian foreign policy as, say, Afghanistan is?  

 RT.  HON.  STEPHEN  HARPER  (Prime  Minister  of 

Canada): Well, Haiti is a huge part of Canadian foreign policy.  In fact, it is far 

and away the largest target of Canadian international aid in the hemisphere, the 

second largest in the world.  But Craig, first of all, I think it’s important to 

note, even before this particular earthquake, and obviously the tragic events 

that  have  been  following,  it  has  been  the  conviction  of  the  international 

community that this time we have to go into Haiti and finish the job.  The 

international  community  has  been  present  in  a  very  big  way  in  Haiti  and 

Canada has been one of the four or five countries leading that effort over the 

past several years.  Based on the experiences in the past, particularly in the 

1990s, I think everybody recognizes that to go in, sort of stabilize things for a 

couple  of  years  and  then  leave,  would  be  a  disastrous  approach.   The 
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international community is determined not to repeat that.  Obviously while the 

interventions and the scale of development efforts in Haiti were already large, 

they’re going to have to be that much larger in the future, that much more 

coordinated and that much higher on the international communities agenda.  I 

think everyone recognizes that.  I  had a brief conversation already with the 

Secretary  General  Ban  Ki-Moon  on  that  subject,  and  I  know  other 

international leaders are speaking about it.  Obviously today our efforts will 

remain  on  search  and  rescue  and  of  course  the  delivery  of  emergency 

humanitarian aid next, but a sustained and increased development effort will 

follow  inevitably.   I  don’t  know if  Minister  Oda  may  want  to  add  some 

additional comments on the thinking there.

BEV ODA: As you know,  over  the last  two years,  the 

international community has been working with the Haitian government on 

developing its plans, and Canada played a very instrumental role in that, and 

we will continue to work with the government of Haiti to ensure that we not 

only reconstruct, but we also ensure that we are going to continue development 

in a positive way.  Our Haiti mission, as far as development, it is our largest 

mission, development mission in the Americas, our second largest worldwide, 

and we will of course have to respond accordingly.  Haiti is very important 

internationally in this hemisphere, and particularly to Canadians. So we will be 

responding accordingly.  

RT. HON. STEPHEN HARPER: Obviously,  Craig,  if I 

just add one other thing, the great, one of the great tragedy here is obviously 

the international community has felt, we felt that in the past couple of years, 

some progress has been made in Haiti.  I’m not going to exaggerate it, but I 

H & K Communications

 Phone (613) 829-1800 Fax (613) 829-6181 E-mail hturkow@rogers.com

12



think important long-term progress had been made. I think it’s safe to say that 

has been virtually wiped out, and we are starting from scratch. 

DIMITRI SOUDAS : Nous allons continuer avec Daniel 

l’Heureux, Radio-Canada. 

JOURNALISTE :  Daniel  l’Heureux  de  Radio-Canada. 

J’ai une question pour Monsieur Cannon à qui je veux demander s’il est au 

courant qu’un groupe de policiers, pompiers, une centaine devaient partir de 

Montréal  ce matin,  et  le  gouvernement fédéral  s’y serait  objecté,  au grand 

déplaisir des autorités québécoises.  Mais d’abord, à vous Monsieur le Premier 

ministre, il y a une nouvelle qui…il y a une dépêche qui est sortie hier de la 

Presse  canadienne  indiquant  la  possibilité  qu’un groupe  de  800 soldats  de 

Valcartier soit dépêché en Haïti.   Est-ce que cette option-là est considérée? 

Est-ce  que  c’est  envisagé  d’envoyer  un  large  contingent  de  militaires 

canadiens en Haïti?

TR.  HON.  STEPHEN  HARPER  :  D’abord,  je  vais 

répondre  aux  deux  sujets  avant  de  donner  la  parole  à  Lawrence.   Mais 

premièrement, nous déployons déjà des forces canadiennes dans les chiffres…

aux chiffres considérables.  Ça va augmenter dans des journées à venir.  J’ai 

déjà  donné  au  ministre  MacKay  la  possibilité  d’augmenter  notre…nos 

déploiements, mais on n’a pas encore pris une décision finale sur les chiffres, 

et le ministre va avancer ça dans des jours à venir.  

Pour la question des policiers, déjà c’est important de dire 

que des policiers, des policiers canadiens sont déjà sur le terrain en Haïti.  Il y 

a plus de 80, la plupart, évidemment la plupart du Québec, et c’est vraiment 

possible  qu’on aura  besoin  de  plus  dans  des  journées  à  venir,  mais  en  ce 

moment  pour  la  livraison des  atouts,  tout  l’aide  de tous  les  (inaudible)  en 
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Haïti,  ces  déploiements  sont  coordonnés  avec  les  Nations  Unies,  avec  la 

communauté internationale.   Ce n’est pas possible de livrer immédiatement 

tous  les  avions  à  cause  de  restrictions.   La  communauté  internationale  a 

priorisé ces déploiements, et évidemment ce n’est pas le cas dont vous parlez,  

ce n’est pas dans la première priorité maintenant, et ce n’est pas une décision 

du  gouvernement  du  Canada.   C’est  une  décision  de  la  communauté 

internationale de mettre la priorité sur d’autre aide et des autres atouts, mais on 

apprécie ces offres et on va poursuivre de l’aide additionnelle comme ça dans 

des journées à venir.  Lawrence?

LAWRENCE  CANNON  :  Merci  Monsieur  le  Premier 

ministre.  Daniel, plus particulièrement, je dois dire que j’ai communiqué avec 

le sous-secrétaire Alain Leroy des Nations Unies.   Comme vous savez,  les 

Nations  Unies  comprennent  évidemment  et  supervisent  et  coordonnent 

l’ensemble des opérations avec d’ailleurs le gouvernement d’Haïti.   Ce que 

nous devons faire, et avec Monsieur Leroy, je lui ai parlé justement de cette 

offre très généreuse qui est formulée non seulement par les gens de Montréal,  

mais aussi de Toronto et d’ailleurs du pays pour venir en aide.  Le défi au fait, 

c’est d’être capable d’arrimer à la fois la demande avec l’offre, et dans ces 

circonstances-là,  cette  information-là  a  été  transmise.   Ce  que  nous  avons 

comme  information,  c’est  qu’au  moment  où  ces  effectifs-là  seront  utiles, 

besoin se fait sentir, à ce moment-là on fera appel, mais comme le Premier 

ministre a si bien indiqué, c’est une question de gestion, et c’est une question 

de mieux coordonner et planifier, alors nous ne refusons pas, au contraire nous 

sommes très, très, très heureux de la générosité d’abord des Canadiens, mais 

aussi des organismes à travers le pays. 

DIMITRI SOUDAS : Continue with…
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TR. HON. STEPHEN HARPER : De plus, pour répéter, 

la capacité de l’aéroport d’accepter des avions sont très limités en comparaison 

aux atouts qui voudraient atteindre ce pays.  Et ça, c’est une des réalités très 

difficiles de cette situation.  

DIMITRI SOUDAS: We’ll continue with…oh.  Continue 

with Jacques Bourbeau, Global TV.

REPORTER:  Prime  Minister,  you  pointed  out  that  the 

earthquake has destroyed many major government buildings, it’s wiped out 

much of the basic infrastructure, including telephones.  One has to assume that 

this is severely limiting the ability of the Haitian government to function, so 

I’m  wondering  what  kind  of  challenge  does  that  pose  to  the  international 

community as it tries to help Haiti deal with the catastrophe. 

RT. HON. STEPHEN HARPER: It’s obviously…I’ll let 

Lawrence  maybe  add  to  this.   It’s  obviously  a  significant  problem.   The 

Haitian government is obviously a critical partner in these efforts.  Its ability to 

function is extremely limited.  I can just tell you, I think it was Wednesday 

when I spoke to President Obama.  Obviously one of the first priorities for the 

international community, and particularly with the American military was to 

do what  they  could  to  try  and establish  basic  communication  facilities  for 

senior members of the government.  But even there obviously work has been 

done, but even there, the facilities, the abilities to communicate and even with 

some basic communications facilities, Jacques, the reality is that buildings in 

most  cases  don’t  exist,  there’s  nowhere  to  operate  out  of.   So  these  are 

extremely limiting factors.  Lawrence may want to add to that.  

LAWRENCE  CANNON:  Yes,  thank  you,  Prime 

Minister.  The only thing I would add to that is the comment that Peter Kent 
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has just made in terms of the support that we’re seeing from the CARICOM 

countries, what we’re seeing from Jamaica, for instance, that want to be able to 

deploy there,  so Canada will  be assisting.  That’s why Peter will  be going 

there.   Canada  will  be  assisting  Jamaica  in  its  capacity  to  deliver  heavy 

equipment  to  the  country  so  that  they  can  indeed  set  up  communications 

capabilities.  It is extremely difficult.  It’s difficult for us as well here when we 

receive over 21,000 calls and try to reach back into Haiti to make sure that that 

juncture, that that junction takes place.  So those are the challenges, and we all 

recognize that we have to be able to shore up the communications as fast as 

possible. 

DIMITRI SOUDAS: Continue with Brian Lilley, Astral 

Media.  

REPORTER:  Prime  Minister,  a  quick  question  for 

yourself  and then a quick question for  Minister  Kenney.   To you,  sir,  the 

government’s  decision to  put forward aid money in the  terms of  matching 

grants, the UN calling for $550 million; is there an importance to you in terms 

of going towards the matching grants and saying to Canadians, “You give a 

dollar,  we’ll  give  a  dollar”?   And  to  Minister  Kenney,  the  important 

announcement you made today, if you’ve got a sister in Haiti that you want to 

bring over but you’ve never made an application, is it too late?

RT. HON. STEPHEN HARPER: I’ll give a quick answer 

to that question before going to Minister Kenney.  Minister Oda may want to 

add to what I have to say.  We have used, as you know, in some recent cases,  

we have used this system of matching grants or this approach of matching 

grants, which has been, we think, extremely effective in identifying and first of 

all in getting the people of Canada as a whole behind efforts of aid.  Obviously 
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the  generosity  here  has  been  extraordinary,  and  also  helps  direct  money 

towards those organizations that are specialized in these kinds of efforts and 

most able to deliver on the ground.  So this is an approach we used in the past. 

It’s been very successful,  and once again, I think…very successful here.  I 

mean,  the generosity of Canadians in this case has just been extraordinary. 

The numbers are quite impressive.  I should maybe mention, you know, the 

government did announce an expected ceiling to this.  I should be clear that 

that is not a hard and fast ceiling.  We will be…we will obviously adapt if the 

generosity exceeds our wildest expectations, we’re prepared for that.  But I 

think it  has been an extremely successful  approach,  and we’re very proud. 

You know, it’s always reassuring for the government to be able to help, but to 

do so knowing that  we’re  doing this  with the  broad and active  support  of 

ordinary Canadians across the country.  Now, I should just be clear that no one 

expects  that  this  emergency  assistance  being  given  immediately  by  the 

government and also by the government through matching funds, that this is 

the end of the effort, as Craig asked earlier.  The necessity of increased foreign 

aid to this country over the long haul to be very, very real, and that will be 

something that obviously we’ll be working on with our international partners 

in the weeks and months to come.  

BEV ODA: If I could just add, as you say, as you’ve said, 

the  government  does  want  to  support  and  recognize  the  generosity  of 

Canadians.  I would just advise all Canadians to ensure that they are making 

their donations to reputable organization,  and those that  will…whose funds 

will  be  matched  are  listed  on  the  appropriate  websites,  if  you  go  to  the 

websites there.  I also encourage Canadians, and this is the recognition that 

dollars are the most effective ways to contribute to the emergency relief efforts 
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that are being made.  So we will be monitoring it.  We are very encouraged, 

and as we said before, we will always support Canadians in their expression of 

compassion and their willingness to help those in need. 

JASON  KENNEY  (Minister  of  Immigration  and 

Citizenship): In terms of family sponsorship, no, it’s not too late to make an 

application.   They  will  be  considered  on  a  priority  basis.   I  should  re-

emphasize that obviously this is based on the normal parameters of the family 

sponsorship  program,  so  we’re  talking  about  close  family  members.   We 

define that as being spouses, dependent children under the age of 18, parents 

and grandparents, and adopted children who are being sponsored for adoption. 

And this  of course,  the priority treatment will  be for those who have been 

severely and directly affected by the earthquake.  We have we estimate about 

2000  family  sponsorship  applications  for  Haitian  nationals  by  permanent 

residents from Haiti in Canada, or Canadian citizens of Haitian origin, and so 

we anticipate there will be a number of new applications, which we will treat 

on  a  priority  basis.   We  encourage  people  out  there  submitting  those 

applications to probably write “Haiti” on the envelope when they send it in for 

the application so that we can triage those and treat them quickly. 

DIMITRI  SOUDAS :  On  va  continuer  avec  Mallory 

Beauchemin, La Presse. 

JOURNALISTE :  Oui,  d’abord  une  précision  pour 

Monsieur le Premier ministre.  Allez-vous devoir rappeler la Chambre si les 

questions d’envoyer davantage de troupes en Haïti?  Ensuite une question pour 

Monsieur Cannon : vous dites que vous êtes à réorienter les efforts du côté 

plutôt  de la  réponse humanitaire.   Est-ce qu’après  plus de 80 heures  votre 

espoir de trouver encore des survivants s’amenuisent?
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TR.  HON.  STEPHEN  HARPER  :  D’abord,  pour  la 

première  question,  la  réponse  est  non.   La  politique  du  gouvernement  est 

d’évidemment d’avoir l’appui du parlement pour des actions dans une guerre 

ou dans un conflit militaire.  Ce n’est pas seulement pour le déploiement des 

troupes dans une mission…en appui d’une mission humanitaire.  Et déjà nous 

sommes…et même avant ça, nous avons été déployés en Haïti pour des raisons 

de  développement  et  des  raisons  humanitaires,  et  nous  n’avons  jamais 

demandé  au  parlement  un  tel  appui  pour  ça.   Ce  n’est  pas…c’est  un 

déploiement humanitaire et temporaire, et ce n’est pas un controverse comme 

une guerre ou comme un conflit militaire.  C’est une autre affaire.  Mais je 

devrais dire que j’apprécie les commentaires et les conseils d’aide de certains 

membres de l’opposition.  J’ai parlé à Monsieur Layton et nous apprécions son 

attitude de l’aide avec la situation.  

LAWRENCE CANNON : Au fait, nous gardons toujours 

l’espoir, mais la réalité, c’est que les efforts de retracer des survivants, comme 

vous l’avez mentionné, diminuent d’heure en heure.  Et dans des étapes très 

critiques au moment où on se parle, je rappellerai qu’il y a tout près de 23 pays 

incluant le  Canada qui sont sur le  terrain et  qui contribuent aux efforts  de 

sauvetage, mais il faut constater aussi que tantôt il y a des succès, mais aussi  

au fur et à mesure que les heures fuient, on risque de changer…la situation, je 

dois dire, risque de changer considérablement.  

DIMITRI  SOUDAS:  Continue  with  Juliette  O’Neil, 

CanWest. 

REPORTER: Sir, can you explain in English the – over 

here – the factors that are at play in deciding when and whether to deploy the 

800 troops that are on standby, for one thing, and can we have more detail as 
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well on the immigration program?  How many do you expect to come?  How 

many are already in Canada whose visas will be extended, and how can you 

possibly  have  an  orderly  program given  the  situation  down  there  and  the 

number of missing Canadians?

RT. HON. STEPHEN HARPER: Very quickly, Canadian 

forces  are  preparing  for  additional  deployment  now.   I’ve  given  Minister 

MacKay pretty wide latitude in terms of those deployments.  Obviously we 

will continue to talk to our international partners and our own people on the 

ground, get an assessment of how many people can be deployed effectively, 

how quickly, and those announcements will be made, as I say, in the not too 

distant future.  In terms of immigration, I’ll let Minister Kenney answer those 

questions.  Obviously the accepting of any kind of additional applications, our 

actual coordination on the ground in Haiti at the moment is extremely difficult, 

and we’re not going to try and fool anyone about that, but we have got people 

in the queue now, and that is particularly where our emphasis is to facilitate 

those transitions and particularly facilitate those people who may already, for 

various reasons, be on Canadian soil, but I’ll let Jason answer that in detail. 

JASON KENNEY: In terms of that  first  question,  how 

many Haitians were in Canada, well, according to the last census, there were 

approximately 65,000 Canadian citizens  who indicated Haitian origin.   We 

estimate there’s actually a significantly larger number of Canadians of Haitian 

origin.  We had about 2000 applications pending that we’ve received from 

Canadian citizens or permanent residents in Canada for family sponsorship. 

How many do we anticipate?  It’s hard to make an accurate estimate, but based 

on special measures of this nature that we implemented in previous natural 

disasters  such  as  the  tsunami  and  previous  earthquakes,  based  on  the 
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population of eligible people to make family sponsorship applications, my best 

guess would be in the range of a few thousand, probably less than 5000 that 

we would anticipate in terms of new sponsorship applications.  And you ask a 

great question about how can we provide service in Haiti, given the situation. 

It’s very difficult.  Most of the paper files for the Immigration Ministry are 

inaccessible,  and we obviously  have  very…just  serious  logistical  problems 

there,  which  is  why  we’re  looking  at  opening  a  satellite  office  in  Santo 

Domingo in the Dominican Republic to provide additional service to Haitian 

nationals,  and  of  course  we  have  a  lot  of  information  in  our  files,  either 

electronically or paper files here in Canada that we’ll be extracting to provide 

priority treatment.

DIMITRI SOUDAS: We have time for one last question, 

dernière question, Madeleine Blais-Morin, Radio-Canada. 

JOURNALISTE :  Oui,  ma  question  était  aussi  pour  le 

ministre Kenney.  Vous dites qu’il y a déjà 2000 applications, formulaires qui 

sont  dans  la  machine  bureaucratique.   Généralement  ça  peut  prendre  des 

années traiter de tels formulaires, jusqu’à cinq ans on nous dit.  La situation est 

urgente.  Il y a des problèmes logistiques évidents.  Ça peut prendre combien 

de temps pour les familles qui tentent de réunir, justement, de se réunir avec 

un proche là-bas?

JASON KENNEY : C’est difficile à faire une estimée là-

dessus parce qu’à cause des problèmes,  des défis logistiques sur le terrain, 

mais je peux vous donner un exemple.  Après les tempêtes aux Philippines 

l’année dernière, on a introduit les mesures spéciales comme celui-ci, et à la 

suite duquel on a rapatrié, on a permit l’entrée au Canada des membres des 

familles parrainées dans un délai de quelques semaines, pas plus de trois mois 
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je dirais, en moyen temps.  Ça veut dire quand le système marche, quand on a 

un bureau dans la région qui fonctionne, j’espère on peut traiter des demandes 

pour le parrainage familial dans une période de quelques semaines ou quelques 

mois, mais ça prendra pas quelques années comme habituellement, parce qu’à 

cause de l’accélération et le traitement prioritaire des dossiers que nous avons 

annoncés aujourd'hui.  

DIMITRI  SOUDAS:  Great,  thank  you  very  much 

everybody.  Merci beaucoup.  
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