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RT.  HON.  STEPHEN  HARPER  (Prime  Minister  of 

Canada): I’m gong to say a few words first.  You can’t pre-empt me.  Sorry. 

(LAUGHTER)  So  is  everybody  in?   Great.   Well,  first  of  all,  Secretary 

Clinton,  welcome to Montreal,  and we’re delighted to have you in Canada 

representing the administration, and I should just say as well delighted with the 

work you’ve been doing with us.  I’m delighted, very pleased with the fact that 

President Obama has kept in touch with me very regularly on this,  and of 

course, on the ground our people have been collaborating very closely, and we 

always appreciate that.  Let me be clear about why we appreciate this, as your 

closest  neighbours  and friends,  that  we understand not  simply the  scale  of 

American involvement in Haiti and in these kinds of circumstances, but we 

understand what drives that involvement is not simply American power and 

capability, but the fundamental generosity of the American people, of our great 

neighbours and friends, and we always take great heart  from that and look 

forward to working together with you.  And of course we’ve also had some 

good discussions on our other joint involvements, and issues like Afghanistan 

and climate change, and of course our economic challenges, so once again, 

welcome. 

Encore,  Madame  la  Secrétaire  Clinton,  bienvenue  à 

Montréal.   Nous sommes ravis que nous sommes avec vous aujourd'hui,  et 

j’apprécie  aussi  depuis  le  début  de  cette  crise  les  communications  avec  le 

Président Obama et moi pour mieux coordonner nos efforts, pas seulement au 

haut niveau, mais aussi sur le terrain.  Nos forces collaborent comme toujours 

et  nous  l’apprécions,  pas  seulement  –  et  c’est  important  je  le  dire  –  pas 

seulement à cause…nous apprécions que ce n’est pas seulement à cause du 
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pouvoir  et  des  capacités  des  États-Unis,  mais  aussi  comme  voisins,  nous 

comprenons la nature de générosité de la  population américaine (inaudible) 

américain, et nous apprécions toujours vos efforts, qui sont toujours essentiels 

pour le succès de telles missions.  Alors merci encore.  Merci encore pour nos 

discussions sur des autres dossiers partagés comme nos efforts en Afghanistan, 

sur les changements climatiques, sur les défis économiques aussi.  J’apprécie 

toute notre discussion, et encore, bienvenue.  Welcome. 

HILLARY CLINTON (Secretary of State, United States 

of America): Thank you.  Well, I appreciate greatly the very warm welcome, 

Prime  Minister.   But  I  also  applaud  you  and  your  government  for  your 

leadership with respect to Haiti.  Canada has been a very generous donor to 

Haiti over many years, and once again, Canada and the generous people of 

Canada are leading the way.  This conference, which has been put together 

very quickly to bring together those who are already committed to Haiti,  to 

begin  the  process  of  planning  the  reconstruction  along  with  our  Haitian 

partners, is absolutely critical.  As you say, we talked about other matters that 

are of great concern and interest to both of our countries, and we appreciate 

your partnership, your friendship.  You are not only a neighbour, but a true 

ally on so many of the important matters that we confront in the world today. 

So thank you again.  I’m always happy to be in Montreal any time of year, and 

I look forward to our continuing collaboration. 

RT. HON. STEPHEN HARPER: Thank you. 

DIMITRI  SOUDAS  (Press  Secretary  to  the  Prime 

Minister): (Inaudible)

REPORTER:  Yes,  I’d  like  to  ask  you  both  about  a 

comment that the Haitian Prime Minister made this morning, in which he said 
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that the strategy for the recovery and rebuilding effort needs to be rethought 

and retooled in light of the fact that so many people have fled the capital and 

gone to the countryside.  I’m wondering if you see it that way also, and what 

are the implications for that kind of change of direction?

HILLARY  CLINTON:  Well,  Bob,  this  was  a  very 

important  point  that  Prime  Minister  Bellerive  made,  because  one  of  the 

problems  that  the  Haitians  themselves  recognize  as  well  as  other  outside 

experts is that over the last several decades, the population of Port-au-Prince 

has  swollen exponentially.   Services  did  not  and could not  keep up.   The 

countryside  was  depopulated  in  ways  that  were  contrary  to  the  future 

economic  growth  and  prosperity  of  the  entire  country.   So  I  was  quite 

heartened to hear the Prime Minister say that as part of our multilateral efforts 

to assist Haiti, we should look at how we decentralize economic opportunity 

and work with the Haitian government and people to support  resettlement, 

which they are doing on their own as people leave Port-au-Prince and return to 

the countryside from which most of them came.  Agriculture has not gotten the 

attention that it deserves as being one of the pillars of the economy in Haiti.  In 

fact, this past year as we were working on our own bilateral plan with Haiti, 

agriculture was our principle emphasis, and so we are prepared, working with 

partners like Canada, to assist in caring for those who leave Port-au-Prince, 

working to provide not only assistance, but sources of livelihoods and seeing 

the entire country as in need of assistance, which will help what we do in Port-

au-Prince be more successful.  

RT.  HON.  STEPHEN HARPER:  I  agree  with  that.   I 

would just say I thought it was an interesting observation.  Obviously we’re in 

the…you know, I think the truth is we’re in the very early stages of thinking 
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longer term here, and what the rebuilding strategy really is.  So I think it’s a 

useful observation, one that, if we can adapt to it, I think as Secretary Clinton 

said, really would help with development going forward, with a more balance-

skewed development.  At the same time, I think it does also indicate to us the 

need  for  us  to  work  closely  with  the  Haitians,  who  do  understand  the 

conditions  on  the  ground maybe  a  little  better  than  some of  us  with  high 

intentions but a little bit farther away view.  So I think it’s a useful observation 

as we go forward. 

DIMITRI SOUDAS: Canadian Press?

REPORTER: Madam Secretary,  Prime Minister,  there’s 

been a lot of discussion here today about accountability and the need to make 

that part of the overall plan going forward.  What specifically is going to be 

done to ensure that the money that the international community invests there is 

spent properly and gets to where it’s going and who will follow the money and 

how will this be done.  And Prime Minister,  when you respond, could you 

please respond in French as well?  Thank you. 

RT.  HON.  STEPHEN  HARPER:  Just  say  that  we 

discussed some of the specifics of that.  Obviously this is a wider discussion 

that’s going to go on with all the countries here, but as Secretary Clinton said, 

I  think  we’re  going to  look around the  world  at  some recent  examples  of 

multilateral  recovery  efforts,  how those  can  be  best  coordinated,  and  how 

those can be done in a way to ensure accountability and ensure effectiveness. 

And there are, you know, I think we’re developing as the years go by some 

pretty good models of what works and what does not work.  Obviously a big 

part  of this  is  working through credible international organizations that  are 

capable  of  coordinating  donors  and  also  capable  of  tracking  money  and 
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tracking the effectiveness of that effort.  So that will be a big part of it going 

forward, but I wouldn’t want to get into too much detail, because obviously it 

will prejudice the discussions here, but as I say, we’ll look at the models that 

have been working.  

Encore, il y a plusieurs exemples dans des années récentes 

des efforts d’urgence et de reconstruction qui ont été efficaces, et qui ont établi 

l’imputabilité.  Nous allons regarder ces modèles pour nos efforts dans ce cas, 

évidemment en collaboration avec nos partenaires internationaux pour assurer 

l’efficacité.  L’une des choses les plus importantes est de travailler ensemble 

dans  des  organisations  internationales  reconnues  et  efficaces.   Ces 

organisations  (inaudible)  plusieurs  qui  ont  des  capacités  et  ont  aussi  des 

systèmes de responsabilité, de…de surveillance, et nous allons, je pense que 

nous allons travailler avec eux pour assurer notre succès.  Mais évidemment je 

ne veux pas préjuger les discussions ici, mais je pense que les grandes lignes 

sont très évidentes. 

HILLARY CLINTON: Well, I would emphasize what the 

Prime Minister said about the importance of effectiveness and accountability. 

As we work together to design the mechanism that will  be used to deliver 

assistance and create the conditions for sustainable development,  we bear a 

responsibility to our taxpayers to assure that the money that our government 

commits will be well spent, transparently and with results on the ground for 

the Haitian people.  I think that is also true for all of the private donations that 

will be joined with government funds through NGOs, so that together we can 

point to the outcomes that  everyone is  hoping to achieve on behalf of this 

reconstruction and redevelopment effort.  And finally, I would just, you know, 

say a thank you to everyone here in Canada, certainly in my own country, who 
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have seen that here in our hemisphere we have a near neighbour in such great 

distress,  who  wish  to  help,  who  want  to  be  part  of  the  longer  term 

reconstruction of this country, but who look to people like the Prime Minister, 

President Obama and myself to make sure that what we do makes sense, that it 

can  be  explained  and  justified,  and  that  we  can,  along  with  our  Haitian 

partners, put the money that is being provided to good use. 

DIMITRI SOUDAS: Thank you very much, everybody. 

TR. HON. STEPHEN HARPER : Merci.  

1620 mots
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