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12,

9th January, 1931.

Dear Dr, Scott,-

IT am sending you herevith a copy
of @ letter addressed to me by ['r. Georse B. Henwood,
baputy Attorney General of the Province of Alberta,
rezarding the death of an Indian, Mistaken Chief, as
the result of an accident in a covl mine on the Blood
indian Reserve.

Our Suvervisory Minins Ensinecer,
ir, C. C, Ross, who has just returned from the Vest,
reports as follows: -~

"The facts of the accident are in
accordance with the report of the Provinctal
bistrict Inspector of Mines to the coroner, dated
19th November, a copy of which was attecred to the
letter. The fatal accident occurred at a point _
on the left bank of the St. Mary's River opposite
the south boundary of Section 18, Tommship 7, Rance
eal, Jest of the 4th Meridian, where a coal seam
about 3'6" thick outcrops in the river bank beneath
a cover some £1 feet thick, consistins of soft shale,
gravel and clay.

ifistaken Chief was engared in mining
coal at this point when, ovinz to lack of tinber sup-
ports, the overlyint deposits caved without warnins,

attach a blue print shoving the general location
of coal mining in the vicinity. This same Indian
had opened up a mine 40 feet further dotn the river
and driven in on the coal a distance of avout 35
Leet by 12 to 15 feet wide, also without any timber.
This working is unsafe and should be blown in so as
to prevent anyone attemptinz to mine coal,

D. C. Scott, Ssq., FAKS.C., LItt.D., "NSINCE..e6
Deputy Superinte.dent General ,

Dept. of Indian affairs, 000003
OCttava.
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"Since the accident the Indians associat~
ed with Mistsken Chief have left the area but
it was reported that it is their intention to
return as soon as they have overcome their grief
and fear. The following Indians are atpresent
engaged in mining coal on the left Dank of the
river: Nick Kinz and White Feather at points

marked "A" and "Bt, and Tom and Jack Blackhorse
and Buckskin at points marked "C", "Dp" and "ES",

"ining has been carried on by the Indians
in this vicinity for the past forty years, but in
Spite of the fact that some of them have worked

in the Galt Mine and elsewhere, their knowledge of
safety in minin’ 1s rudimentary. Further, there
has been, and is, no control of minins on the Blood
Indian Reserve, both as regards location of areas
and mine workings. Explosives are used in improper
Vays anc carelessly stored."

This Inforaation is passed alons to you for
the matter is one which related to your Department.

At the same time micht I suggest that our
Supervisory Mining Envineer's organization is prepared to
extend to your Department the same co-operation in the

matter of coal mining operations on Indlan Reserves as
already in effect with respect to o11 and gas operations.

I have asked Kr, C, C. Ross, our Supervisory
Mainins Engineer, to cail on you and discuss this with you.

Yours very truly,

Deouty Minister.
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" __. ERVISORY MINING ENGINEER
Cc. Cc. ROSS, B.Sc.

NOTE: Pleese address all cemmunications to the Supervisery Mining Engincer, Department of the Interior, not to individuals.
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Department of the Pnterior
SUPERVISORY MINING ENGINEER

OTTAWA

January 7, 1931,

Memorandun:

We W. Cory, EsQes CoMeGay

Deputy Minister,

Department of the Interior,

In accordance with your notation or a

letter dated 24th November, 1930, from Mr. George B,

Henwood, Deputy Attorney General of the Province of

Alberta, regarding the death of an Indian, Misteken

‘Chief, as the result of an accident in a coal mine on

the Blood Indian Reserve, I have investigated the

matter and beg to report as follows:-

Y he facts of the accident are in
accordance with the report of the Provincial District

Inspector of Mines to the coroner, dated 19th November,

a copy of which was attached to the letter, The fatal

accident occurred at a point on the left bank of the

St. Mary's river opposite the south boundary of Section

18, Township 7, Range 21, West of the 4th Meridian,

where 9 coal seam about 3'6" thick outcrops in the

river bank beneath a cover some 21 feet thick, consist}

ing of soft shale, gravel and olay,

Mistaken Chief was engaged in mining

coal at this point. when, owing to lack of timber sup.

ports, the overlying deposits caved without warning,

I attach a blue print showing the general location of

coal mining in the vicinity. This same Indian had

opened up a mine 40 feet further down the river and

driven in on the coal a distance of about 35 feet by

12 to 15 feet wide, also without any timber, This

working is unsafe and should be blow in so as to pre-

vent anyone attempting to mine coal,

Since the accident the Indians associ-

ated with Mistaken Chief have left the area but it was

reported that it is their intention to return as soon

as they have overcome their grief and fear, The follow-~

ing Indiens are at present engaged in mining coal on the

left bank of the river; Nick King and White Feather at

points marked "A" and "B" and Tom and Jack Blackhorse

and Buckskin at points marked "c", "D" and "5",

Mining has been carried on by the

Indians in this vicinity for the past forty years,

but in spite of the fact that some of them have worked

Inesecee .
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in the Galt Mine and elsewhere, their knowledge of

safety in mining is rudimentary. Further, there

has been, and is, no control of mining on the Blood

Indian Reserve, both as regards location of areas

and mine workings, Explosives are used in improper

ways end carelessly stored. /

In my opinion, adequate supervision

should be adopted over all coal mining operations in

Indian Reserves without delay, For this purpose

simple and suitable regulations should be drafted,

and the Indians instructed so that they can mine coal

with a maximm amount of safety and with due regard

to economical working, Just as in the case of oil

and gas the field supervision could very well be en-

trusted to this office, and if this meets with the

approval of the Department of Indian Affairs I would

suggest that immediate action be taken for the super-~

vision of coal mining operations on all Indien Reserves.

This could be discussed prior to my pending departure

West, where I can give the matter the necessary atten-

tion and make the arrangements for the systematic in-

spection of the workings if the Department of Indian

Affairs is agreeable to the supervision.

I append as exhibits five photographs

illustrating the workings in question.
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IN YOUR REPLY PLEASE REFER TO “

LE No. Cor. 119.

Edmonton, November 24th,1930.

Dear Mr. Cory,-

My attention has just been

drawn to the death of an Indian - Mistaken Chief -

living on the Blood Reserve near Lethbridge.

This death was due to an accident ina coal

mine on the Reserve,which might very easily have

been avoided had proper precaution been taken.

I attach copy of report

from Distriet Inspector of Mines to Coroner in

this connection.

It would occur to me that

mines should not be permitted to operate on

Indian Reserves without adequate supervision, and

I would suggest the advisability of your having

some investigation made.

, WW. Cory, Esq.,

Deputy Minister of the Interior,

OTTAWA, Ontarioes
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GOVERNMENT OF THE PROVINCE OF ALBERTA File no.556

office of

‘DISTRICT INSPECTOR OF MINES

Lethbridge, Alberta. —

November 19th, 1930,

J. W. McNichol, Esq,
Bank of Commerce Building,

Lethbridge, Alberta.

Dear Sirite

Having to-day, at your request, inspected

the place where Mistaken Chief was killed, I begto

report as follows:

The place where the accident occurred is situated

on The Blood Indian Reserve, on the West Bank of The St.

Mary's River immediately opposite that part of L.8.1

Sec, 18=87=21-4 which is on the Hast side of the river,

At this point, a few feet above river level, a seam

of coal outcrops and apparently this coal has been worked

by the Indians for some time as.a number of old workings

can be seen. Mistaken Chief was engaged in mining this ~

coal at the time of the accident. The seam of coal is

approximately 3'«6" in thickness. It is overlain by a

soft shale 5'-0" in thickness above which is 10 feet of

gravel and clay and then 6 feet of clay and earth.

A face of coal 28' wide had been opened up and worked

in for a total distance of about nine feet, and I would

judge that this meant that the working face was about

seven feet in underground. The overlying shale is very

soft so that there is no solid rock over the coal and due

to the fact that no timbers had been used to support the

overlying strata they caved suddenly without warning,

killing Mistaken Chief and very nearly catching another man

who was with him at the time.

In my opinion the accident was primarily due to two

things, lack of timber support and too great width of the

excavation. Conditions of the underlying strata are such

that I do not believe openings should be driven over 8!

wide, at least until they are under more solid cover when *

it might be found that they could be widened somewhat with

safety. All underground workings in such strate should be

supported with sets of timber not more than three feet apart,

each set consisting of two posts and one collar. Additional

timbers should of course be set where roof conditions require.

I noticed another old excavation which had been
driven in for a distarice of about 35'. This was about twelve

feet wide and was not supported by timber, and is, in my opinion
unsafe due to it being too wide and untimbered. This place
was just a little North of the place where the accident occurred.

I attach rough sketches of the places referred to above.

Your ovedient servant

"J. B. deHart"

District Inspector of Mines,

J. W, McNichol, |

Coroner,
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TOM/eHoD 6253.

Januery 7, 1981,

Remorandum:

WW We gory, EbQes GHGs,
Deputy Minister,
Department of the Interior,

In accordance with your notation on 4

letter dated 24th November, 1930, from Mr. George B.
Henwood, Deputy Attorney General of the Provinee of

Alberta, regarding the death of an Indian, Mistaken

chief, as the result of an accident in a ¢oal mine on

the Blood Indien Reserve, I have investigated the

matter and beg to report as followa:+

The feote of the accident are in

accordance with the report of the Provinolal District

Inspector of Mines to the coroner, dated 19th November,

& oopy of which was attached to the letter, The fatal

accident occurred at a point on the left bank of the

St. Mary's river spposite the south boundary of Seotion -

18, Township 7, Range 21, West of the 4th Meridian,

where a coal seam about 316" thiok outcrops in the

river bank beneath a cover some 21 feet thick, sonsist-

ing of soft shale, gravel and olay,

Mistaken Chief was engaged in mining
eoel at this point when, owing to leok of timber sup-

ports, the overlying deposite caved without warning,

I attach « blue print showing the general location of

ooal mining in the vicinity, This same Indian hed

opened up a mine 40 feet further down the river and

driven in on the sonl a distance of about 35 fest by

12 to 15 feet wide, also without any timber, This

working is unsafe and should be blown in so as to pre-

vent anyone attempting to mine coal.

Since the accident the Indiane associ-

ated with Mistaken Chief have left the area but it was

reported thet it is their intention to return as soon
as thoy have overcome their grief and fear, The follow-

ing Indjens are at present engaged in mining coal on the

left bank of the river; Nick King and White Feather at
pointe marked “A" and "B" and Tom and Jack Blackhorse

and Buckskin st points marked *¢", "D" and "E",

ing has been carried on by the
Indians in this vicinity for the past forty years, .

but in spite of the fact that some of them have worked

Ma avese
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in the Galt Mine and elsewhere, their knowledge of
sefety in mining is rudimentary. Further, there

has been, and is, no control of mining on the Blood

_ Inddan Reserve, both as regards location of areas
and mine workings, Explosives are used in improper

ways and carelessly stored.

In my opinion, adequate supervision.
should be adopted over 411 ocal mining operations in

Indian Reserves without delay, For this purpose
Simple and suitable regulations should be drafted,
and the Indians instructed so that they san mine coal
with a.maxinum amount of safety and with due regard

to economical working, Just as in the case of o41

and gas the field supervision could very woll be en-

trusted to this office, and if thie meets with the
approval of the Department of Indian Affaire 7 would

- guggest thet immediate action be taken for. the super~

vision of coal mining operations on 411 Indian Reserves,
This could be discussed prior to my pending departure
West, where I oan give the matter the necessary atten=

tion and mke the arrangements for the systematic in-
spection of the workings if the Department of Indian
Affairs is agreeable to the supervision.

I append as exhibits five photographs

Allustrating the workings in question,

LE
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QUOTE FILE No....8.2.00.....

' PLEASE ADDRESS ALL CORRESPONDENCE

TO THE SUPERVISORY MINING ENGINEER,

NOT TO INDIVIDUALS

‘ . ©. ROSS, B.SC.;

suum ORY MINING ENGINEER

awe +a no/tt .

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

OFFICE OF THE SUPERVISORY MINING ENGINEER

f=" IMMIGRATION=BUILDING,

Registration 4

Division CALGARY, ALTA.

_ BEC2 71930

Territorial

Mining Lands Service.

MEMORANDUM: «bose =

December 13th, 1930.

C. C. Ross, Esq., B.Bc.,

Suvervisory Mining Engineer,

Calgary, <Aloerta.

In accordance with the Ottawa office

letter of the Ist instant, enclosing copies of letters

fron the Deputy uttorney General, zlberta and the

District Inspector of Mines, Lethbridge; all dealing

with the accidental death of Mistaken Chief wailst

mining coal on the Blood Indian Reserve, I made on the

9th and 10th instant an examination of this working and

investigated general coal mining by Indiens on the Blood

Indian Reserve.

This fatal accident occurred .t a point on

the left bank of the St. Mary's River opvosite the South

poundary of Section 18, Township 7, Range 21, “est of the LO
4th Meridian vhere a coal seam about 3' 6" outcrops in the

river bank. The cover over the seam is about 21 feet and

consists of soft shale, gravel and clay. inistaken Chief

was engaged in mining coal at this point when, owing to

no timber supports being used, the overlying stratas caved -

without warning killing Mistaken Chief.

About 40 feet further dovm the river this

same Indian had opened up a mine and driven in on tne coal

a distance of about 55 feet by 12 to 15 feet wide without

any supporting timber. This latter place is unsafe and

should be blown in so as to prevent anyone attemnting to

mine coal therefrom.

I attach a blue print shoving the general

location of coel mining in the vicinity of the accident.

The following Indians are at present engaged in mining

coal on the left bank of the river: Nick King and Vhite

Feather av points marked "a" and "3" and Tom und Jack

Bleckhorse end Buckskin at points marked "C", "D"-ond "a".

Since the fatal accident the Indians associated

with Mistaken Chief left the area but it was reported that

it is their intention to return as soon as they nuve over-

come their grief and fear.

T attath -
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L location of

Tom and Jack Blackhorse and EI

Mini been carried on by the Indians

iN coas: Vierniiy Lor. t past forty years, - originally by

one, Blackhorse, father of the operators of the openings

[by BOwn “in Now :D.

Tom Blackhorse and Nick King have worked

previously in the Galt Mine and small waggon mines located

in the Pothole Area, but in spite of this, their knowledgeI

ad working methods is still veryof sound mining practice an
ee ae

elementary.

I find that there has been,and is, an absolute

ontrol of mining on the Blood Indian Reser b

orki

hk
{ ~

3Y
Ooack of c erve ,:. |

as regards location of.areas and mine workings. In some

cases L-have found that an i as commenced mining

operations and then has beer by another Indian
who has made a further ope a very short distance

from the original. e288 en that. the two sets

of workings have met and a ¢ jisagreement arisen.

In extracting the coal Saehe eee are used -

each Indian firing his own sh

takes him. At the mine opera

iron tamping bars and pricker S

properly stored and general yo the co

the use and care of i v
4 ra : : a

et 22 Sr
t an

ead by Nick King I found

i e. Explosive is nog

nditions with regard to

ry irregular. Im view

d on'for some time it

not occurred.is surprising that earlier iselaent

ely ommen arly actior

be taken to protec hb ndians f n furtt inger. .1t is

suggested that a alifi whi pd be engaged forth-

vi to superintend these endeavour

GO Prine
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to bring these workings in line with good mining practice
as far as possible.

I feel that this office might be of

considerable assistance to the Agent on this heserve

oy exercising a general supervision over coal mining

on the Reserve, both with regard to the allotment of

areas to individual Indians and in the conduct of under-

ground mining operations, No doubt this opinion might .

also apply to other Indian Reserves where coal mining

is being conducted.

Two local wag.con mines are being operated

in close proximity to the Indian workings,on Provincial

lands, known as the Wall and Baker Mines - the latter

being worked by Italian miners, the former by Mir. Vm.

Gibson, formerly one of the junior mining officials at

the Diamond Consolidated Collieries near Lethbridge.

If the services of Mir. Gibson are available,

it is suggested that he be employed temporarily to act

as overman and instructor to the Indians engaged in mining

coal in this vicinity.

to make daily visits to

Indians in their mining

shot firing and the use

T had an interview with

This man would be in a position

each mine and generally advise the

operations, as well as regulate

and care of explosives. Although

Me. Gibson I did not approach him

in this matter, but it is suggested that as he is at

present living in the vicinity, is qualified, and appears

to be the right type to undertake this work, that steps

pe taken to engage his services for the balance of the

mining season.

There do not appear to be any regulations

governing the mining of coal on Indian Reserves, and my |

investigation in this case would point to the desirability |
of such regulations being adopted and enforced, both with

regard to the allocation of mining locations and the actual

mining operations.

Tf it is the desire of the Department to

introduce such regulations, this office might be of

assistance to the Agent of the Blood Indian Reserve in

drafting the suggested regulations.

1 ? | fr -

Petroleum Engineer.
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December ist, 2950.

Dear Sir:

Enclosed herewith please find

eopy of a report of a fatal accident which

octurred in a mine in the Blood Indian

Reserve near Lethbridge, also a copy of a

letter from the Deputy Attorney General, of

Alberta.

4s the Deputy Minister has asked
for a report on this, will you please forward

your remarks at your earliest convenience.

Yours very traly,

“ ° ¢

GC. Ross » Esq +, B.5c.,

Supervisory Mining Ingineer,

Room #2, Immigration Bldg.,
Galgary, Alberta.
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DoH. Rol, 19398

DEPARTFENT OF ATTOREEY GaNERAL

ALBERTA

Mr.C.C. Ross Hdmonton, Hovernber 2éth, 1936,
for Report , .

W.W.C.

Hy attention has just been drawn
to the death of an Indian « Tiketeken Chief « Living
on the Blool Reaerve nesr Lethbridge. This death vas
due to an accident in a coal mine on the Reserve, which

might very easily have been avoided had proper preceution
been taken.

a i attach sony of report from District
inspector of Hines to Coroner in thie connection.

It vould eccur to me that mines

should not be permitted
 to operate on Indian R

eserves

without adequate supervision, and I would eauggest the

advisability of your having Some investigati
on made.

Youra feithfully,

GHoy Ge Hentrood.s

Deputy Attorney General.

We Ve Cory s EaQes
Deputy Hintater ef the Interior,

Otteve, Ontario
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GOVERNMENT OF THE PROVIRCH OF ALBERTA Wile Nos 556.

office of |

Diatrict Inepoctor Hines

ss Lethbridge, Albertas

November 10thy 1950¢

Boni of Cocmente sutdatne,
Lethbridge, Alborta. .

Dear Sire |

Having towdoy
ploce where Ldeteken ¢
po. follove:

, at your request, fuepected the
hie? was kilied, I beg to report

The ploeo where the accident soeurred io situat«
ed on The Blood Indian Reserves on the vest bank of Tho Sty
Mery's Rivor immediately opposite thot part of LsSel Sods
lG-7#Zi-4 which is on the Bact side of the rivor,

Ay this point, a fev feet above river lovely a
seam of cool outcrops and spperentiy this coal hae beon
worked by the Indiens for somo tine ap o nurber of old
workings con be geen, Bictaken Chief vas engaged in

mining thin oeal at the tiwe of the accident, The seam
of cook ia opproximately $'~6° in thicknocs, It te over«
lain by a soft sholo Gf80° in thickness shove which ta 10
foot of gravel and clay and then 6 feet of cloy and carths

A fase of Go0l 28' wide had been opencd up and.
worked in for a total distance of cholit nine foot, and 1
would judge that thio meant thet the working fooo vas
sbout seven feet in underground. The overlying shelo io
vory soft oo that thore is no solid rook ovor the coal and
dug to the fact thot no tinbers hed boon need to nupport
the overlying otgata they coved suddenly vithout warning
killing Nieteken Chief and vory neorly catching another
mon who wad with bim ot the tims

In my opinion the accident wae primarily due to
two things, leek of tinber oupport and too great width
of the oxcavation. Conditions of the underlying strots
are such that I do not believe opanings shoald be driven

over 8! wide, at loant until they sre under more solid
cover vhen 4¢ might be found that they could be widened
eomowhat with safetys All underground vorkings in such

otrate should be supported vith sete of timber not more
that three foet apart, coach set ¢ansisting of two pooto and

ono collat, Additional tinbern ohould of course be sot\
where roof conditions roquirds

I notigad another old oxeavation which had been
driven in for 6 distance of about 34%, This was about
twalve foot wide ond was not aupported by timber, and is, —

in my opinion unsafo duc to it being too wide ond untimberod
This pleco wan just a little North of the plece where the
eccident occurred.

I attach rough oketnces of the places referred to
oboves

Your obodiont servant»

"JsBs GoHort”

Coroners 
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De Ref’, 19398

DEPARTMENT OF ATTORNEY GENERAL

ALBERTA

Edmonton, November 24th, 1930.

Dear Mr. Cory,-

Hy attention has just been drawn
to the death of an Indian - Mistaken Chief + living —
on the Blood Reserve near Lethbridge. This death was
due to an accident in a ¢oal mine on the Reserve, which
might very easily have been avoided had proper precaution
been taken.

. I attach copy of report from District
Inspector of Hines to Coroner in this connection. —

It would occur to me that mines
should not be permitted to operate on Indian Reserves
without adequate supervision, and I would suggest the
advisability of your having some investigation made.

Yours faithfully,

Géo, G. Henwood,

Deputy Attorney Generel.

We Wa. Cory, Esqes
Deputy Minister of the Interior,

Ottawa, Ontario
. 

eC
« 

:

re
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Je We MeNichol , Esqs, PTF] ~ 193 |
Bank of Commerce Building, 0
Lethbridge, Alberta, t reanlal

Tin :: . ban nds § SErvicg, |
Dear Sirs

Having today, at your request, inspected the
place where Mistaken Chief was killed, I beg to report

as follows:

The plece where the accldent occurred is situate
ed on The Blood Indian Reserve, on the West bank of The St.

Mary's River immediately opposite thet part of 1.8.1 Sec.
1878214 which is on the Rast side of the river.

At this point, a few feet above river level, a

seam of coal otterops and apparently this coal has been

worked by the Indians for some time as a number of o14
workings can be séen, Mistaken Chief was engaged in

mining this coal at the time of the accident. ‘The seam
of coak is approximately 3'<6" in thickness. It is over«

dain by a soft shale 5'+0" in thickness above which is 10
feet of gravel and clay and then 6 feet of clay and earth.

A face of coal 28! wide had been opened up and
worked in for a total distance of sabofit nine feet, and I

would judge that this meant that the working face was
about seven feet in underground. ‘The overlying shale is
very soft so that there is no solid rock over the ¢oel and
due to the fact that no timbers had been used to support
the overlying strata they caved suddenly without warning
killing Mistaken Chief and very nearly catching another

‘man who was with him at the time.

In my opinion the accident was primarily due to
two things, lack of timber support and too great width
of the excavation. Conditions of the underlying strate
are such that I do not believe openings should be driven
over 8 wide, at least until they are under more solid

cover when it might be found that they could be widened
somewhat with safety, All underground workings in such
strata should be supported with sets of timber not more
that three feet apart, each set gansisting of two posts and
oné collar. Additional timbers should of course be set
where roof conditions require.

I noticed another old excavation which had been
driven in for a distance of about 3$'. This was about.
twelve feet wide and was not supported by timber, and is, *

in my opinion unsafe due to it being too wide and untimbered

This place was just a little North of the place where the
accident occurred,

I attech rough skethces of the places referred to

above.

Your obedient servant,

"J.B. deHart" ;

J.W. MeNichol, District Inspector of Mines.’
Coroner, 000028 ‘
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