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12.
9th January, 1931.

Dear Dr. Scott,-

I am sending you herewith a copy
of a letter addressed to me by I'r. Georze B. Henwood,
Deputy Attorney General of the Province of Alberta,
regarding the death of an Indian, listaken Chief, as
the result of an accldent in a coul mine on the Blood
Indian Reserve.

Our Suvervisory Minins Ensinecer,
Hr., C. €. Ross, vho has just returned from the Vest,
reports as follows:

"The facts of the accident are in
accordance with the report of the Provincial
District Inspector of liines to the coroner, dated
19th November, a copy of which was attzched to the
letter. The fatal asccident occurred ot a point
on the left bvank of the St. Mary's River opposite
the south boundary of Section 18, Tovnship 7, Range
21, ‘est of the 4th lleridien, vhere a coal seam
about 3'6" thick outcrops in the river bank beneath
& cover some 21 feet thick, consisting of soft shale,
gravel and clay.

"lilstaken Chief was engaged in mining
coal at this point when, owinz to lack of timber sup-
gorts, the overlyin~ deposits caved without warnins.

attach a blue print showing the general location
of coel mining in the vicinity. This same Indian
had opened up a mine 40 feet further dotn the river
and driven in on the coal a dlistance of auout 35
- feet by 12 to 15 feet wilde, also without any timber.
This working 1s unsafe and should be blown in so as
t0 prevent anyone attemntins to mine c¢oal.

D. C. Secott, Zsq., F.H.3.C., Litt.D., "SINCCeuee
Deputy Superinte.dent General ,
Dept. of Indion Affalrs, 000003
Cttawa.
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"Since the accldent the Indlans associat- )

ed with Mistsken Chief have left the area but

it was reported that it 1s thelr intention to

return as soon as they have overcome their grief

and fear., The following Indlans are at present

engaged in mining coal on the left bank of the

river: HNick Kinz and 7hite Feather at points

marked "A" and vB", and Tom and Jack Blackhorse

and Buckskin at points marked "c", "p" and "E".

MUning has been carried on by the Indians
in this vicinlty for the past forty years, but in
spite of the fact that some of them have worked
in the Galt Mine and elsewhere, thelr knomledge of
safety in minia- 1s rudimentary. Further, there
has been, and 1s, no control of mining on the Blood
Indian Reserve, both as resards location of areas
and mine workings., Exploslves are used in improper
warys anG carelessly stored.”

This Inforaatlon is passed alons to you for
the matter is one which related to your Department.

At the same time nisht I suggest that our
Supervisory Mining Encineorts organization is prepared to
extend t0 your Department the same co-operatlon in the
matter of coal mining operations on Indlan Reserves as
already in effect with respect to 0ll and zas cperations.

I have asked kr, C, C. Ross, our Supervisory
Mining Engineer, to call on you and discuss this with you.

Yours very truly,

Deputy Minister.
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. ERVISORY MINING ENGINEER

C. C. ROSS, B.Sc.
TGM/CMeD

PLEASE QUOTE .

FILE..B253.o......cccoerveomvsssvssrssesnn

CANADA

Bepartment of the Interior

SUPERVISORY MINING ENGINEER

OTTAWA
Janvary 7, 1931,

Memorandum:

W. W, Cory, ESQ.: CQM.GQJ
Deputy Minister,
Department of the Interior,

In accordance with your notstion on a
letter dated 24th November, 1930, from Mr. George B,
Henwood, Deputy Attorney General of the Province of
Alberte, regarding the desth of an Indian, WMisteken
‘Chief, 28 the result of an accident in a coal mine on
the Blood Indian Reserve, I have investigated the
matter and beg to report as follows:-

7  The facts of the accident are in
accordance with the report of the Provineial District
Inspector of Mines to the coroner, dated 19th November,
a copy of which was attached to the letter, The fatal
accident occurred at & point on the left bank of the
St. Meryts river opposite the south boundary of Section
18, Township 7, Renge 21, West of the 4th Meridian,
where a coal seam about 3t'6" thick outcrops in the
river bank beneath & cover some 21 fest thiock, consist-
ing of soft shale, gravel and clay,

Mistaken Chief was engaged in mining
coal at this point when, owing to lack of timber sup-
ports, the overlying deposits ecaved without warning,

I attach a blue print showing the general location of
coal mining in the vieinity., This same Indien had
opened up e mine 40 feet further down the river and
driven in on the coal a distance of about 35 feet by
12 to 15 feet wide, also without any timber, This
working is unsafe and should be blown in so as to pre=-
vent anyone attempting to mine coal,

Since the accident the Indiens associ-
ated with Mistaken Chief have left the area but it was
reported that it is their intention to return as soon
as they have overcome their grief and feer, The follow=-
ing Indiens are at present engaged in mining coal on the
left bank of the river; Nick King and White Feather at
points marked "A" and "B" and Tom and Jack Blackhorse
and Buckskin at points marked "¢", "D" and "E",

Mining has been carried on by the
Indians in this vicinity for the past forty years,
but in spite of the fact that some of them have worked

inoooooo *
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in the Galt Mine and elsewhere, their knowledge of
safety in mining is rudimentary, Further, there
has been, and is, no control of mining on the Blood
Indien Reserve, both as regards location of areas
and mine workings, Explosives are used in improper
ways end carelessly stored./

In my opinion, adequate supervision
should be adopted over all coal mining operations in
Indian Reserves without delay., For this purpose
simple and suitable regulations should be drafted,
and the Indians instructed so that they can mine coal
with & maximum amount of safety and with due regard
to economical working, Just as in the case of oil
and gas the field supervision could very well be en-
trusted to this office, end if this meets with the
approval of the Department of Indian Affairs I would
suggest thet immediate action be taken for the super-
vision of coal mining operations on all Indien Reserves.
This could be discussed prior to my pending departure
West, where I can give the metter the necessary atten-
tion and make the arrangements for the systematic ine-
spection of the workings if the Department of Indian
Affeirs is agreeable to the supervision.

I append as exhibits five photographs
illustreting the workings in question.
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IN YOUR REPLY PLEASE REFER TO °

LE No. Cor. 119,

. g I i
. ADDRESS REPLY <
THE DEPUTY ATTORJEY GENERAL { e o
. g AAAReT A
E . Em{:‘rg'ronl‘gasn'm UMM

(; &jq BH:GI - Edmonton, November 24th,1930.

{

Dear Mr. Cory,-

My attention has just been
drawn to the death of an Indian - Mistaken Chief -
living 6n the Blood Reserve near Lethbridge.

This death was due to an accident in a coal
mine on the Reserve,which might very easily have
been avoided had proper precaution been takene.

I attach copy of report
from Distriet Inspector of Mines to Coroner in
this connection.

It would ocecur to me that
mines should not be permitted to operate on
Indian Reserves without adequate supervision, and
I would suggest the advisability of your having
some investigation made.

. W.W. Cory, Esq.,
Deputy Minister of the Interior,
OTTAWA, Ontario.
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GOVERNMENT OF THE PROVINCE OF ALBERTA File no.556
office of
- DISTRICT INSPECTCR OF MINES
Lethbridge, Alberta.
November 19th, 1930,

J. W. McNichol, Esg,
Bank of Commerce Building,
Lethhridge, Alberta.

Dear Sirie

Having to~day, at your request, inspected
the place where Mistaken Chief was killed, I begto
report ags follows:

The place where the accident occurred is situated
on The Blood Indian Reserve, on the West Bank of The St.
Mary's River immediately opposite that part of L.S.1
Sec, 18-7-21-4 which is on the East side of the river,

At this point, a few feet above river level, a seam
of coal outerops and apparently this coal has been worked
by the Indians for some time as.a number of o0ld workings
can be seen. Mistaken Chief was engaged in mining this -
coal at the time of the accident., The seam of coal is
approximately 3'«-6" in thickness. It is overlain by a
soft shale 5'-0" in thickness above which is 10 feet of
gravel and clay and then 6 feet of clay and earth, '

A face of coal 28' wide had been opened up and worked
in for a total distance of about nine feet, and I would
judge that this meant that the working face was a bout
seven feet in underground. The overlying shale is very
soft so that there is no solid rock over the coal and due
to the fact that no timbers had been used to support the
overlying strata they caved suddenly without warning,
killing Mistaken Chief and very nearly catching another man
who was with him at the time.

In my opinion the accident was primarily due to two
things, lack of timber support and too great width of the
excavation. Conditions of the underlying strata are such
that I do not believe openings should be driven over 8'
wide, at least until they are under more s0lid cover when =
it might be found that they could be widened somewhat with
safety. All underground workings in such strate should be
supported with sets of timber not more than three feet apart,
each set consisting of two posts and one collar. Additional
timbers should of course be set where roof conditions require,

I noticed another old excavation which had been
driven in for a distarice of about 35'. This was about twelve
feet wide and was not supported by timber, and is, in my opinion
unsafe due to it being too wide and untimbered. This place
wag just a little North of the place where the accident occurred.

I attach rough sketches of the places referred to above.

Your obedient servant

"J. B, deHart"
District Inspector of Mines,
J. W, McNichol, |

Coroner,
000008
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T8N/ ClioD 6263,

Januery 7, 1931,

mmnrem_am:

ni wo Gﬂ!‘y; EBQ., ‘G.'H.(!u
Deputy Minister,
Dapar’cmant of tha;nteri@:.

In nocordance with your notation on a
lotter dated 24th November, 1930, from Mr. George B,
Henwood, Deputy Attorney General of the Provineeé of
Alberte, regarding the death of en Indian, Mistaken
Chief, eg the reésult of an accident in a con) mine on
the Blood Indian Reserye, I have investigeted the
matter and beg to report es followsse

The fasts of the acoldent ére in
accordange with the report of the Provinolal District
Inspestor of Mines to the coroner, dated 19th November,
e oopy of whioh was attached to the letter, The fatal
acoldent ocourred at & point on the left bank of the
St. Mary's river opposite the south boundary of Section -
18, Township 7, Renge 21, West of the 4th Meridian,
vhere s coal seam abeut 316" thiok outerops in the
river bank beneath a cover some 21 féet thiock, wonsist-
ing of soft shele, gravel and olay,

Mistaken Chief was engaged in mining
¢oel at this point when, owing t¢ laok of timber sup-
ports, the overlying deposits ocaved without warning,

I attach & blue print showing the general looation of
coal mining in the vioinity, This same Indien hed
opened up o mine 40 feet further down the river end
driven in on the conl a distance of about 35 fest by
12 to 15 feet wide, also without any timber, This
working is unsefe and should be blown in so as to pre-
vent anyone attempting to mine coml.

Since the accident the Indiane associ-
ated with Mistaken Chief have left the area but it was
roported that it is their intention t6 return as soon
a8 they have overcome their grief and fear, The follow.
ing Indjens are at present engaged in mining conl on the
left bank of the river; Niok King end White Festher at
pointe marked “A" and "B" and Tom and Jeck Blackhorse
and Buokskin st points marked "¢", "D" and “g",

ing has been carried on by the
Indiang in this vicinity for the past forty years, .
but in spite of the feot that some of them have worked

in._-_nn
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in the Galt Mine end elsewhere, their knowledge of
safety in mining 4s rudimentery. Further, there
hae been, and 1s, no control of mining on the Blood

 Indian Reservs, both as regards location of aress

and mine workings., Bxplosives are used in improper
ways end carelessly stored,

In my opinion, adequate supervision
should be adopted over all acel mining operations in
Indian Reserves without delay. For this purpose
simple and suitable regulations should be drafied,
end the Indians inetructed so that they ven mins coal
with & maximm amount of safety and with due regerd
to eoonomical working., Just as in the case of oil

and ges the field supervision oould very well be en-

trusted to this offtice, and 4f this meets with the
approvel of the Department of Indian Affairs X would

. guggest that Ammediate action be taken for.the supers

vision of conl mining operations om ell Indian Reserves,
This ¢ould be dlsoussed prior to my pending deperture
Woet, whare I oan give the matter the necessary atten.
tion and make the arrangements for the systematic ine
aspection of the workings if the Department of Indian

Affeirs is agreeeble to the supervision,

1 eppend as exhibits five photographa
illustyating the workings in question,

A
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QuOTE FiLE No...029:3.....

" PLEASE ADDRESS ALL CORRESPONDENCE
TO THE SUPERVISORY MINING ENGINEER,
NOT TO INDIVIDUALS

' . C. ROSS, B.SC,;
SULR ORY MINING ENGINEER

1S/,

CANADA

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

OFFICE OF THE SUPERVISORY MINING ENGINEER

TMMIGRATIONT 'BU]LDING
Reglstrauon i

i
' Division CALGARY, ALTA.

f
. BECZ 71330 i December 13tn, 1930.

Territorial

Mlining Lands Serv:ce..
IEIODAMDUM: L e

C. C. Ross, Esgq., B.Bc.,
Supervisory Mining Engineer,
Calgary, .alberta.

In accordance with the Ottawa office
letter of the lst instant, enclosing copies of letfers
from the Deputy ..ttorney General, ~lberta and the
District Inspector of Illines, Lethbridge; -all dealing
vith the accidental death of ILiistaken Chief whilst
mining coal on the Blood Indian Reserve, I made on the
9th and 10th instant an examination of thls working and
investigated general coal mining by Indiens on the Blood
Indian Pes rve.

This fatal accident occurred <t a point on
the left bank of the St. Mary's River oprosite the South
boundary of Section 18, Township 7, Rangce 21, "est of the -
4th leridian vhere a coal seam about 3' 6" outcreps in the
river bank. The cover over the seam is about 21 feet and
consists of soft shale, gravel and clay. Liistaken Chief
was engaged in mining coal at this point when, owing to
no timber supports being used, the overlying stratas caved .
without warning killing ilistaken Chief.

About 40 feet further dovm the river this
seme Indiun had opened up a mine and driven in on tae coal
a distance of about 35 feet by 12 to 15 feet wide without
any supporting timber. This latter place is unsafe and
should be blown in so as ©to prevent anyone attemnting to
mine coal therefrom.

I attach & blue print showing the general
locotion of cocl mining in the vicinity of the accident.
The following Indians are at present engaged in mlnlng
coal on the left bank of the river: MNick King 2nd ‘hite

Feather av points marked "a" and "B" and Tom wnd Jack
Bleckhorse end DBuckskin at points marked "C", "D"-cnd "L,

Since the fatal accident the Indians associated
with ILiistaken Chief left the area but 1t was reported that
it is their intention to return 2s soon as they huve over-
come their grief and fear.

T attagh -
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location of openings made by
Blackhorse and Buckskin.

been carried on by the Indians
past forty years,- originally. by
f the operators of the openings

in this vicinity
one, Blackhorse,
shown in No. 5.

ck King have worked
mall waggon mines” located

o
ry
B
O
]
3
0
2 @
=
(&7]
!
}_J

&<
oreviously in th ne smal
the Pothole Area, but in spite of this, their knowledge
f sound mining practice and working methods is still very
elementary.

I find that there has been,and is,an &bsolute
lack of control of mining on the Blood Indien Reserve, both
as regards location of.areas and mine workings. In some-
cases I have found that an i as ¢ ced ng
operations and then has been d i
who has made a further openir
from the original. :The result

T

of workings have met and a

In extracting the
each Indian firing his own shot
takes him. At the mine operated
iron temping bars and prickers i se.
properly stored and generally the conditions with regard to
the use and care of expl;<;vb“ are very irregular. In view
of the fact that mining h:s ,een oAﬁxlcd onifoxr some time 4t
is surprising that earlier - occurred.

to superintend thes

It is strongly recommended that early action
be teken to protect tl Indians from further danger. It is
ed whi oss be engaged forth-

1

1
1e

roliee
iested that a qualtifi
e

ons and OAPWG“'TNJI

toZ thring =

000020




Document disclosed under the Access to Information Act
Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur I'acces a l'information

to bring these workings in line with godd mining practice
as far as possible.

I feel that this office might be of
considerable assistance to the Agent on this Reserve
by exercising a general supervision over coal mining
on the Reserve, both with regard to the allotment of
areas to individual Indians and in the conduct of under-
ground mining operations, No doubt this opinion might .
also apply to other Indiacn Reserves where coal mining
is being conducted.

Tvio local wag-on mines are being operated
in close proximity to the Indian workings,on Provincial
lands, known as the Wall and Baker liines -~ the latier
being worked by Italian miners, the former Dby Lir. Tm.
Gibson, formerly one of the junior mining officials at
the Diamond Consolidated Collieries near Lethbridge.

If the services of kr. Gibson are availlable,
it is suggested that he be employed temporarily to act
as overman and instructor to the Indians engaged in mining

coal in this vicinity.

to make daily visits to
Indisns in their mining
shot firing and the use
I had an interview with

This man would be in a position
each mine and generally advise the
operations, as well as regulate
and care of explosives. Although
r. Gibson I did not approach him

in this matter, but it is suggested that as he 1s at
present living in the vicinity, is qualified, and appears
to be the right type to undertake this work, that steps
be taken to engage his services for the balance of the
mining season,

: There do not appear to be any regulations
governing the mining of coal on Indian Reserves, and my |
investigation in this case would point to the desirability i
of such regulations being adopted and enforced, both with
regard to the allocation of mining locations and the actual
mining operations.

If it is the desire of the Department to
introduce such regulations, this office might be of
assistance to the Agent of the Blood Indian Reserve in
drafting the suggested regulations.

1) ; ; / -

Petroleum Engineer.
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December lst, 1930.

Dear Siy:

Enclosed herewith please find
copy of a report of a fatal accident which
oceurred in a8 mine in the Blood Indian
Reserve near Lethbridge, also a copy of a
letter from the Dsputy Attormey General of
Alberta,

4s the Deputy Minister has askef_i
for a report on this, will you please forward
your remarks abt your earliest convenietice.

Yours very truly,

/ . ‘
G‘CG-‘ ROSS ¥ an.m, BbSC'n,
Supsrvisory Mining Engineer,

Room #2, Immigration Bldg.,
Calgary, Alberita.
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D Rof. 10308
DEPARTFERT OF ATTOR¥EY GENERAL
ALBEATA
Mr.C.C. Ross Bdmonton, Xoverber 24th, 1930,
for Report . .

W.W.C.

Hy sizontion hns jJust beon drovn
to the death of au Indisn « ¥lstoken Chief « living
on the Blool Resorve nesy Lethbridge. This death wasp
due to sn accident in a coal mine on the Raserve, uvhich
might very easily have been gvoided hod proper proceution
bosn teken.

_ o i1 attach aaw of report fyon District
Inspecior of Mines to Coroper in this counection.

It vonld occur %o e that mines
should not be pernitied tu oporate on Indiew Reserves
without sdeguate suporvision, and I would suggest fhe
edvissbility of your hoving some investigation made.

Yours foithfully,
Geos G. Honwoods

Deputy Attornoy General.

E{g Ve ﬁﬁr}' Fﬂq.
Deputy Binister of the Im:eriarg

Ottewe, Ontario
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GOVERNMENT OF THE PROVINCE OF ALBYRTA File XNo» 556
offive of |
Tistrict Inspoctor Yinso
 Lethbridge, Alberta,
Novembor 19%hy 1930,
PR b B
Lothbridgey Albortn. '
Dear Sivs |
Havﬁng‘ﬁawduﬁ

ploce where Fisteken ¢
ne folloves

y 8% your vequaot; fuspected the
hief wes killedy I beg to repowt

The ploeo vhore the accident osocurred io situote
od on The Blavd Indien Rosorve, on the Vést benk of Tho St
Bery's Rivor immedistely opponite thot part of L.S.:3 Socs
18-7«21=4 vhich 18 on the Baot aide of the vivor,

A% this podnt, o fov feet obove river lovely a
soalm of coal outerops ond opperontly this cosl has boon
worked by the Indipne for sows tice oo o surber of old
vorkings con b neen, Dictaken Chief ves sngogod in
mining thin coal at the tiwe of the pocident, The sosm
of ecook 48 opprozimately 3¥«5° in thickmocs. It ie overw
lain by a soft ehnlo BY«0% in thickness shove which $a 10
faot of gravel and elay and then 6 feet of ocloy snd earthe

' A faso of socl 28Y wide hod been opencd vp and:
wvorked in for o totml diotonce of .bolit nine foet, and I
wonld judge thet thip moant thet the working fooe wes
sbout soven feot in undorground. The overlying shelo &p
vory soft oo thot thore is no oolid rook ovor the cosl and
dun to the fact thot no tizbers had boon noed to pupport
the overlying otrata they covod suddonly without werning
killing Mistoken Chief and vory neorly cetching snother
mon vho wod with binm ot the $imoe

- In my opindon the accident wes primerily due to
two things, look of tinbor ocupport ond foo gropt width
of the oxcavelion, Conditions of tho underlying strots
are such that I do not beliove oponinge should dbe driven
ovey B8' wideo, at looot until they sre undsr more polld
¢over vhen 4t might be found that they could be videned
- somowhat with safotys ALl underground workings in such
ptrate should be supported vith seto of timbor not more
that thres foet epart, ouach oot €onsisting of tuo pooto and
ono collars Additionel tinboro ochould of course be aaﬁ\\\\:
vhere roof conditions vogulrs.

I notiged another old oxesvation whioh had boon
drivon in for & diotance of pbouh 38%. Thio wes obout
twalve foot wide ond wos not pupported by témber, end i, .
in my opindon unvafo duc to it being too wide end untimbored
This placo vap just & 1ittla Yorth of tho plece vhere the
seclident occurred.

I attoch rough shothcoes of the plaoces reforred tn
shoves

Your osbodiond servant,
"JT:Bs doHort®

COrONeYy, 000026
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D.M.Ref,19398
DEPARTMENT OF ATTORNEY GENERAL
ALBERTA

Edmonton, FHovember 24%th, 1930.

Dear Mr. Corys-

: ¥y attention has just been drawn
to the death of an Indian - Histaken Chief ~ living

on the Blood Reserve near Lethbridge. This death was

due to an accident in a coal mine on the Reserve, which
might very easily have been avoided had proper precaution
been taken.

: I attach copy of report from District
Inspector of Mines to Coroner in this connection.

It would occur to me that mines
- should not be permitted to operate on Indian Reserves
without adequate supervision, and I would suggest the
advisability of your having some investigation made.

Yours faithfully,
Geo. G. Henwood.
Deputy Attorney Generals
We Wa Cory, E‘S{i»,
Deputy ¥inister of the Interior,
Ottawa, Ontario

- I ———
. '
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GOVERNMENT OF THE PROVINCE OF ALBERTA File No. B56. _
R office of

District Inspector ¥ines

Lethbridge, Alberta.

Lo
——

-

November 19th, 1930. Redigtrger ==
_/f‘/ Dgg,) !
Je We HeEiChﬂlg Esges -P'.:L ..193 !
Bank of Commerce Building, : 0 |
Lethbridge, Alberta. Coearlz

'7'1 ]
iy H nds § veryica. |

Denr Sirs
Having to«day, at your request, inspected the

place where Kistaken Chief was killed, I beg to report

as followss

The plece where the accldent occurred is situate
ed on The Blood Indisn Reaerve, on the West bank of The St.
Mory's River immedistely opposite thst part of L.8S.1 Sed.
18«7~21%4 which is on the East side of the river.

At this point, z few feet above river level, a
seam of coal outerops and apparsently this c¢oal has been
worked by the Indians for some time as 2 number of old
workings can be séens MNistaken Chief wags engaged in
mining this coal at the time of the accident. The sean
of cosk is approximately 3'«6" in thickness. It is overs
lain by o soft shsle 5'-0" in thickness sbove which is 10
feet of gravel and clay and then 6 feet of clay and ¢arih,

A face of cosl 28' wide had been opened up and

worked in for a total distance of sbolit nine feet, and I
would judge that this meant that the working face was
about seven feet in underground. The overlying shale is
very soft so that there 18 no solid rock over the cozl and
dus to the fact that no timbers hed been used to support
the overlying strata they ¢aved suddenly without warning
killing ¥Mistaken Chief and very nearly catching another

- man who was with him at the time,

' In nmy opinion the geccident was primerily due to
twe things, lack of timber support and too great width

of the excavetion. Conditions of the underlyling strats

are guch that I do not believe openings should be driven
over 8% wide, at least until they are under more so0lid
cover when it might be found that they could be widened
somewhat with safety., All underground workings in such
strata should be supported with sety of timber not more
that three feet aspari, each set eonsisting of two posts and
ong collar. Additionail timbers should of course bhe get
where roof conditions require.

I noticed another old excevation which had been
driven in for s distance of sbout 38'., This was about
twelve feet wide and wag not supported by tdmber, and is, ©
in my opinion unsafe due to it being too wide and untimbered
This place was just a little North of the place where the
accident occcurred,

1 attsch rough skethces of the places referred to

sbove.
Your obedient servant,
"J+Bs deHart" ‘
T.W. MeNichol, District Inspector of Mines.'

Coroner. 000028 '
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